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Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of

India Act, 1935

THe Assempry met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m,
on Monday, the 8th March, 1943.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the nine
Hon’ble Ministers and thirty-five Members.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

[he ﬁ)llti\-.'ing new Member was sworn in :(—

Rai Sahib Daulat Chandra Gohain—(in the room of the late Srijut
Rajani Kanta Barua, M.L.A.)

Panel of Chairmen

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now announce the names of the hon.
Members who will constitute the Panel of Chairmen for this session :—

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee,
K han Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahman,

’ Mr. E. H. S. Lewis, and
4. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.

el -

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Recreation Club Scheme
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY  ;5keq .

*1 (a) I : L ol ) .
. s it a fact that the Director ol Public Instructiog
) . - o 1, AS} -
started a moyement under the name of *The Recreation Club Schesnig]a: }.:‘13
i (b) Are Government aware that the Director of Public Inétru t'-
UIges upon the Muslim boys to visit Hindu Tirthas, places of worshi C;On
particular nature strictly prohibited by Islam ? L
(¢) Isit a fact that the Muslim Members of th
! e Assem
upon the Goyernment to withdraw the scheme at once ? hly Urged
d) Do Government propose to withdra .
Scheme at once ? P W the Regreation Cluh



2  QUESTIONS (811 Man.
The ITon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

I will reply on behalf of the Hon'ble F.ducation Minister who is engaged
now in the Upper House.
1. (a)—Yes.

((::b){‘--.l"'\::'vr-])t a ‘Short notice’ question asked by the same hon, .\_frtulu-r
r]m'inq the N«;v;rmln'r 1942 session of the Assembly, Government received ng
epresentatic rgirig the withdrawal of the scheme .

55 ;:}_"j1‘;’:()‘:.:'[::::}1-;(.”:’ sce no reason to withdraw the sc heme lml |!. the
hon .\/Ir'r)nln-r points out any feature or activity under the scheme \s‘ln.( h is
likely to offend the religious feclings of any ("UI.HIHIVHIH}'.l("’\-’f}'lll“lf'llt will he
2lad to consider and drop such feature or activity f.rr.;m the scheme.
gye M”a‘l(lelzl::xi' l!\diilj(l-I:\I;:llhIAD MAOBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:
What is the scheme, Sir ? OKERJEE: Recreation Club Schemme

Mr. BAIDYANA’I'H MO R, : cC f.‘-’l O : - . .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HU;SSAIN CHAUDHURY:
This is only the name of the scheme. T want derails. i

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM’MAD .SAADULLA :
Although, Lcclmir:z”y I think this question r!ur:i not arise, I will only be too
glad to help hon, Members, with your permission, i '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [t is better that the whole llllll_q
placed Eefore the House .

The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL,L .,
Aims and objects of the scheme- it i8 a non-political, non-communzy)
non-sectarian body. .. Its aims and objects will be ;.

(i) to tncourage extra-mural activities amongst stud(-nt.s with the
Co-operation of teachers and officers of the Education 1);-],;‘,*
ment, kad

(#i) to foster inter-communal harmony by bringing brotherly
and feeling amongst students of _dill'ﬁ:r.cnt communities,

‘1ii) to promote amongst students a spirit of social service,

(iv) to encourage dignity of labour and promote  practical

]H"

and

love

arts aned

crafts,

(v) to ¢ncourage cultivation of music and other fine arts amongsy
pupils,

(v7) to provide facilities for physical culture,

(vii) to arrange for lectures for diffusion of useful knowledge,

(viid) to establish libraries and organise study circle,

ix) to undertake the organisation and co-ordination of Recr
Club activities in other parts of the Province, and

(%) to take such other action as is incidental or conducive to any or
all of the aforesaid objects.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY .
not a fact that the Director of Public Instruction igsued o circular
Muslim hoys to visi¢ Hindu 7irthas ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
The original scheme did contain that part of the Programme,
dropped. I will give hop, Members the routine of the Recre
Nnow. _I-tS activity jg limited ¢q Saturdays OI' the month,  Firgt Saturday—-_
recitation and Spoken English ; second period—genera] knowledge ; thirq
period—Handi-work o Scout-craft ; fourth period—Red Cross an Hygiene.
Second Saturday——Current topics, memory testing, Littleman’s. lecture wit},
special stress on  spoken English, dictation. Third Saturday-—Biographje.,
of heroes and saints of z]] communities to promote inter-communal harmony'; y

eation

Is it
asking the

but it hag been
ation Club jugt



1043] QUESTIONS 3

Dramatisation and spoken English, story-telling, debate f”“l prn_](".‘_t‘ PUSt
office, Legislative Assembly and Council, etc, }"t)llrth_ hi’-‘tllil‘(l'-l};‘l"‘(:'““_“-“t_
topics and spoken English, gardening and Scouting, Air Raid | '“‘“_‘“_‘?"3
work. These are the activities of the recreation. club at the present
moment. .

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is it -\\_n-h_m
the knowledge of the Government that it affected the religious susceptibilities
of any particular community ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S‘A_ADULLAi
The original scheme urged upon students to visit shrines of dlﬂtl‘glt com-
munities. The idea was to introduce a spirit of catholicity. But from cer-
tain quarters, objections were raised that \luslim students should not _amd
could not go to visit the shrines of the Gods and Goddesses of the Hindu
mythology, and that part of the scheme has been dropped. i

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Has it
been dropped ? ,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : What is
meant by inter-communal harmony ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
It is perfectly obvious. The biographies of heroes and saints of all com-
munities will be discussed, so that onc community will know about : the life
and activities of the saints and heroes of the other community. That may
induce inter-communal harmony.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir, is it
not a fact that by “‘inter-communal harmony”,” the culture of one com-
munity is going to merge into the culture of another community ?

% élfhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
0, OII,
(4 voice :—It is a matter of opinion.)

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Do the
Government: support the scheme in its present form ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The present programme, I have already read out to the House.

Scarcity of small coins
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

*2. W{“ Government be pleased to state whether they have received
representations from  the Karimganj Pleaders’ Bar Association regarding

scarcity of small coins and especially copper coins throughout the whole
Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulav; ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

2.-——-.Yes’. The attention of the hon. Member is invited to the Press
Communique on this subject issued by Government on 13th February 1943.
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: May I know, Sir, what are its contents ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI - If the

hon. Member desires, we will place a copy of the Press communiqué on the

Library table.



4 QUESTIONS [Br1 MARr.
Scarcity of food-stuffs in Karimganj subdivision
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked

H]é; itate -
4 ill Gove :nt be pléased to st . | "
3. w(m) ({:\(/)}w’:i’ll:lr““l":“}’ 'lrr" awarc of the scarcity of food commaodities
a ]‘.. : % 5 -. f . -’ .- . - .'.
in the subdivision nfl }\fi.llll-;j-li'l.]t_ i) o bt o e
i ‘ . ave been taken o We sse difficultics :
(b) If sb, what steps have

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied .

3. (a)—Government are aware that there is a scarcity ‘:f‘ some food-stuffs
in the Karj mganj subdivision like other places of the Provipee although
staple foods are available everywhere. :
(6)—Government are trying to get supplies and  se] them 1o (pe

public at reasonable rates, 3 :

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: May we know from the Hon'ble Pregie:
whether they have been able to stop the export of rice and  paddy | from this
subdivision ?

2 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
es, Sir.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Wi, regard to

poswer (b), may we know what fruits the efforts of the Government
Oorne ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
As T mentioned in the last Session during WIIIC}‘I the hon, Member was
unfortunatcly absent, by the efforts of the (.:ovcmrm:nt, we brought
commodities Jike sugar, salt, dal, atta and flour which are po¢ Produced in
this rovince, from outside. If I remember ar:ght,.wc had spent | for this
Purpose a sum of one crore 86 lakhs of rupees which represents probably
about sevep lakhs of maunds of food-stuffs being brought ip this Province.

have

Grant of allowance tq dependants of the war-prisoner, Manfar Ali

San Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI asked :
A VIl Governmeng be pleased to state—
@) Whether the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, recently yecejved
oY application from onc Fatima Kha_tun of Post Office
Charkhai, Police Station Beanibazar, K:fnmg;mj’ stating that
er husband Manfar Ali has been detained i Germany as a
Prisoner of War and that she and her fiye infant children
V€ no means of livelihood at all and that cons

equently they
4V€ come (o the very vergé of death owing to continuous
starvations ?

() If 0, whay t eputy Commissioner has taken on it ?
(6), Whethep,a i Byt Deptity

relief has since been granted to hey ?
(d) If not, Whyynot l;

(¢) Whether they Propose to take early steps to give necessary reljef
to this and gy, other helpless families of this Province ?

A



1943] QUESTIONS 5

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

4. (a)—Yes. _ g ¥ :

() & (¢)— A gratuity of Rs. 40 from the Assam ~War Fund was
sanctioned and sent to the Subdivisional Officer, Karimganj, for payment by
way of immediate reliel. Particulars of the petitioner were sent to the
(:m'nptrollcr, Assam, for issuing pension payment m'(.lvr.\‘. Particulars
regarding the dependants of the war-prisoner, Manlar Ali were sent to the
Shipping Master, Calcutta on March last.  No balance of the wages due
to him has vet been received for payment to his family.

(d)—The question does not arise. ik

(¢)—Yes. Steps arc always taken to give immediate relief to families
of deceased or detained scamen in need by granting gratuity from the Assam
War Fund.  In addition to this, steps are taken to eflect payment of any
balance of pay, ctc., received from the Shipping Master and submission of
particulars where a pension is ordered by responsible authority.

Appointment of a Professor in the Sylhet Murarichand College

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS asked -

*5. (a). Will Government be
been appointed in the place of M,

College ?

‘ {')b) If so, what is the name
fications ¢

pleased to state whether any Professor has
. N. C. Seal of the Sylhet Murarichand

of the person and what are his quali-

I‘gdhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
rcpl :

5. (@)—-The matter is under consider

ation of Government.
(b)—Does not arise.

Chairman of the Karimganj Debt Conciliation Board
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked -

%6, Wl“r ‘F}ovcrmnent be pleased to state—
(a) The reason for replacing the official Chairm
ganj Debt Conciliation Board by non-official ?
(6) Whethey it is a [act that the appointed

¢_non-official Chairman
Was not recommended by the Subdivisiona] Officer, Karim-
ganj ?

(¢) Whether i¢ is a fact that some representations were submitted
by the public as well a3 by some lgeg] Members of the
ssembly protesting against the appointment of the present
Chairman of the Debt Conciliation Board ?
(d) The I‘Ci.-lsuus [or ;1pp0irll‘illg this particular gentleman as the
Chairman, Karimganj Debt Conciliation Board ?

an of the Karim-




p QUESTIONS [BTH MAR.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

6. (a)—Therc was a shortage ol Government officers, and it was also
the policy of Government that so far as may be, such Boards should Le pre-
sided over by non-officials.

(b)—No. '

(c)—The only protest against lhv'. appointment of the present
Chairman was received fromn the hon. Questioner himsell to whom the mat-
ter was explained in a demi-official reply from  the Revenue Secretary,
(d)—He was a candidate for the post who was in every way well-
qualified. :

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

( To which answers were laid on the table )
Kunjamayee Girls’ Middle Vernacular School

Babu BALARAM SIRKAR asked : :

L. (a) Are Government awarc that onc Kunjamayee Girls® Middle
Vernacular School, consisting of girls, from Scheduled Castes, |,
started at Srigouri in the Karimganj subdivision, Sylhet, from 1937 »

(b) Are Government aware that the soid school s suffering
deal due to want of grant-in-aid from Government ?

(¢) Do Government propose to provide necessary graut-in-aid for
the said school in the Budget of 1943-44 7

'H‘(‘ll

a good

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
1.(a)—Yes. :
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Government will consider the case as far as funds permit,

Rate of toll at the Dhubri Ferry
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

5 2. (a) Are Government aware that the lessee of the Dhubri fe
people at annas two for crossing the river by country boat ?

i () Do Government propose to take steps to reduce the charge at
Dhubri and bring it at par with other places ? g

rry charges

'ghtz Iilbnable Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replicd:
« (@)—Yes.

.(b)“—‘f‘\ccording to the Schedule of tolls fixed by the Government the
lessee is entitled (g charge lower class passengers a tol] pet exceeding
as. -/2/6. The rate of as. -/2/- charged by the lessce for Crossing the
Brahmaputra in a country boat is reasonable. :

Post.of Miri Sub-Inspector of. Schools
Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI asked :

3:(a) Ts it a fact that the post of a Miri Sub-Inspector of Schools has
recently been created by Goyernment ?

] (6) If so, will overnment be pleased to state whether they have
sanctloned the pOSt Perl'n’clncnt]y ? :

(¢) If not, do Government propose to make the post permanent ?



n
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHN‘!AN replied :
3 (@)—1f by the word “recently” is meant “‘the year 1939, the answer

is in the affirmative.
(&6)—No.

(¢)—Government will consider the proposal in due ceurse.

Grant of dearness allowance to the Primary School teachers and
teachers of aided schools

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :
4. Wil Government be pleased to state-
(2) Whether they propose to  give the primary school teachers and
the teachers of aided schools of all grades an extra allowance

tor dearness of food-stufls ?

(&) If so, whether any additional grant will be made from provin-
cial revenues to the school authorities concerned for the
purpose ? -

(¢) Il not, whether they Propose to issue orders to the effect that these
l‘ca('hcrs s!muld et an n(l\'.-m_v.n of three months’ pay to he
recovered in small monthly instalments ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL
replied : A

4.(a), (b) & (¢)—The whole question of giving dearness Dilbbas
to the teachers of primary and other aided schools is under the exami 1(::‘:
tion of the Government, ! -Aadmina-
. Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, the reply is that the whole ques-
tion of giving dearness allowance to the teachers of primary and other ajded
schools is under the examination of the Government. Mn}' Iknow from
Government. how long it will take them to finish up the examination ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADU.LLA .
The matter has heen taken up by the Liducation Department and it is now
under discussion iy, the Finance Department. As the hon. Member
knows, 11,18 a , very complicated question. In the first place, the teach
Olf t:::?olr)::l?};try AR Other .aided schools are not Government. servant: aflrt;
the Y are not entitled to the dearness allowance granted by Govern-

mcx;tl‘.).tiog‘hﬁl ﬁtllct whether the Finance Department  wi]l agree to make
cxeh 3¢ case of the teachers of the rimar ‘ e
schools cannot be foreseen. ] Y and other aided

A Mawlavi ABI,)UR RAHMAN: Have not Government
various re]‘)_rcsc'ntat-,_ons [rom many Local Bodies requesting Governme tt
make contl‘nbu_tlons to these Local Boards for granting dearness e nt to
the tiCaCh“S of these Boarqy » ance to

'The Hon’ble Maulavy; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD gA ADULL A
Yes, Sir, ye have received representations not only from Local Bodjes
but alﬂq from  the Associations of Teachers for such a help.  Ag I '.do e
matter is under the consideration of the Government. Th;*re e
the school teachers but there are other stafls such as C‘ompo{md
Clcrk§, ete.,  of the Local Boards. TIf we can know that the Local Bodi
are willing 1o come (g {0 help of their own servants, thep Géver?ﬁicntowl%?
probably consider the cage for 4 contribution from Public Exchequer ;

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Ifany Local Boops Sueiis (o nE
ment with al T€QUEst to give them some loan for the pupose of grzntil;]g
dearness al owaane to thejr employees, then will pg¢ Government goncede
to their request |

eceived

are not only
ers, Doctors,




8 QUESTIONS [T MARr.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
That is a hypothetical question but I am prepared to reply, Sir, in order
to make the position clear. If any Local Board comes up with a ]n'upns:tl ‘_’f
taking loan and if they propound a sound scheme to repay that loan within
a reasonzble time, then Government will surely sympathetically consider

such a prayer.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Should not the Government consider

the desirability of finding out some ways to grant some dearness allowance

to these poorly paid teachers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA :
Government have got absolutely no responsibility for the emoluments of the
Local Boards’ staff.

Seed-loans to flood affected people of Sylhet

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :
5. Will Government be pleased to state-

(@) The total amount that yet remains to be recovered from the
people of the district of Sylhet to whom seed-loans were
granted after the last flood ?

(6) Whether they are aware that the crops for which the seed-loans
were utilised were destroyed by another flood and the borrow-
ers could derive no benefit from the loan ?

(¢) Whether they are aware that, this year also, there has been a
general failure of Aman crop, and the outturn of the Sal; crop
has been very poor, in the district of Sylhet ?

(d) Whether Government propose to write ofl’ the whole amount of

‘loan ?
6. Will Government be pleased to state-—

(a) Whether they have received a representation from Babu Jatindra
Mohan Sinha Choudhury of Indeswar in the district of Sylhet,
stating that the paddy crops in' his part ol the country are
destroyed every year by flood, and requesting  Government to
take such steps as may be necessary to prevent such devasta-
tion ? '

(&) ththc_r they have made any inquiry into the matter ?

(¢) If so, with what result ?

(d) If not, whether they propose to make any inquiry and take
necessary remedial measures in the matter ?

The Hon’hble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
5./(a) & (6)—The hon. Member js referred to the replies given to his

own starred question No.57 at the last Session of the Assembly. The total

amount of Agricultural loans (including sced-loans) outstanding in the Sylhet
dlStI:lCt at the end of the year 1941-42 was Rs.8,79,911, There is no infor-
mation how much of this was given out in the short period intervening
between the floods of May and June 1941.
r1:(¢)—No such information has been received. On (he contrary, the
second forecast of the winrer rice crop published by the Agricultural De-
partment on 31st December 1949 gave figures tending to show the opposite
of the allegation made i thie: fijestinm, Pl
(d)—No. e
6. (a)—Governme
gentleman named,

nt have received numerous representations from the

~
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(b) & (¢)—Government have undertaken no general enquiry smé:t?
that of 1929, when a Committee of experts examined the question of Hoods .
in both Vallevs. The hon. Member is referred to their Report.

(d)-—No further enquiry is under contemplation at present. When the
new Embankment and Drainage Division of the Public Works Department
is in full working order, schemes tor amelioration of floods will be examined
by them.

The Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

7. (a) Are Government aware that <“The Assam Revenue Tribunal
Bill. 1941 was referred to a Select Committee and that the Committee
submitted their report ?

(6) Will Government be pleased to state what has become of the
fate of that Bill ? ! :

(¢) Do Government propose to proceed with the Bill to give 1t a
final shape ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

7. (a)—Yes.

(b) & (¢)—The Bill is being proceeded with in this Session of the
Assembly.

Remission of land revenue to flood affected people of Lakhi-
pur Thana. -

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

8. Will Government be pleased to refer to replies given to unstarred
uestion No. 12 asked by me during the November Session of the Assem-
bly, 1942 and state whether Government have issued any instruction for
adequate remission of land revenue to those people of the Lakhipur
Thana, whose crops were damaged by flood ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

3_.__-_Government have not issued any instruction for remission of land
revenue in the area in question. If the hon. Member refers to remission
of rent for damage of crops by flood, the question will be considered by the
Mechpara Wards® Estate on the merits of each individual case.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION

Adjournment Motion re indiscriminate assault 'by lathi. om
political prisoners in Jorhat Jail. :

The Hon’ble the Speaker: I have got notice of an adjournment
motion {rom Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri. _

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My, Speaker, Sir. I
beg leave of the House to move for an adjournment of the House to discuss

question of urgent public importance of recent occurrence.



10 ADJOURNMENT MOTION (81 Mag.

Sir, I may be permitted to read out the Motion :
““That this House do now adjourn to consider a matter of urgent public

importance of recent occurrence, namely, indiscriminate assault by [lathi
on political prisoners by police in Jorhat jail on the cvening of 24th
February 1943.”

Sir, on,2nd March T was at Gauhati and rumours were ripe that in
Jorhat jail about 150 political prisoners were assaulted either by police or
by military and that the condition of some of them was rather precarious.
I could not accept that rumour as correct because I knew thi after the
priconers were locked up it was rather difficult for anybody to get inside the
barracks and assault any prisoner.  But on the following morning I received
two letters. I read these letters... . ......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Nothing appeared in the press ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Although the incident
occurred on the 24th February, nothing has appeared in the press up il
now.. It is written by onc Ajit Kumar Sarma.........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER © Who is he ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: e introduces himself
in the letter.

. ““My decar Sir,

I take this opportunity to introduce myself as the eldest son of Srijut
Debeswar Sarmah, m.1..4., and I feel it my duty to write this letter to vou.

On the 24th evening last the police made a violent lathi charge in the

Jorhat jail as a result of which about 150 persons are reported 1o be injured.
Out of these about 30 are reported to be seriously injured and the condition
of three are reported to be precarious.  Itis very reliably understood that
Messrs. Gopinath Bardoloi, ]-'ukhx:ur]dm Ali A.hnn'd, Debeswar Sormah,
Raje-dranath Barua, Siddhi Nath Sarma have wired to Sir Saadulla about
the situation, but no action scems to have been taken up (il now. I think,
your presence is very urgently rf:ql.m‘t‘:dfh(_:r?. I’lr:asu': try to obtain permis-
sion to see the prominent persons in the jail and kindly try your best to
come here as soon as possible.”’ 3

This letter was writtcn by Srijut Ajit Kumar Sarma .,

Then I received another letter from Titabar. Titabar ig about 12
miles from Jorhat. This letter is also dated 27th February 1943,

“COTEAT T,
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@263 71 Armed Police ¢of fiam fasrzta foew 1y P olitical prisoner
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER + The hon. member will ple.
3 . X 2 : { lat
thls.lettf:r in to English. The trouble unfortunately is that nlz) e?:\.?)oix:'s ?‘0?*
the regional languages, Bengali, Hindusthani and Assamese, is present
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to-day. So, it will be difficult for this Department to arrange correct report-
ing of anything which would be spoken in one of these languages. So, 1
would request hon. Member to hand over the letter to the other reporter
so that this may be taken down.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 will translate the
portion which I have read out, into English. It is addressed to me. Tt says:
“I hope you will please come and see what has happcnc_d in Jorhat
iail. It will not be an exaggeration to say that in Jorhat jail there has
been re-enactment of Jalianwalabagh. On the 24th February somehp\\'
there was fire on the rool of the cookshed in Jorhat jail and armed police
from Jorhat came and assaulted unarmed political prisoners in a violent way.
Out of them the condition of some is said to be precarious. The oppres-
sive Government have taken careful steps to suppress this incident. Itisa
matter of great sorrow and shame that the honoured leaders of the country,
Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi, Srijut Debeswar Sarmah, Srijut Krishna Nath
Sarma, Srijut Nilmoni Phukan and others have also been injured’. The rest
of the letter is 2 comment on the incident.

This letter is written by one Karuna Kanta Das....cee..u.. \

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Who is he ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not know, Sir. This
letter was sent to me by post.  Both these letters were opened by censor.

Sir, on receipt of these two letters T wired to the Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter as follows: '

‘““Harrowing reports about assaults on political prisoners Jorhat jail 24th
February greatly agitating public mind. Your immediate visit solicited.
Please also permit me interview Gopibordoloi and other Assembly members
there.” 3

I sent this wire on the 3rd March to which the Hon’ble Premier replied
on the 5th which reached me on the 6th. The reply was as follows :

“Jorhat jail incident being enquired by Deputy Commissioner separate
enquiry by yoursell cannot be permitted. = Premier.”

: It_ seems to me that there was some misunderstanding about my
intention. So, I wrote a letter to the Hon’ble Prime Minister on the
following day : :

“Your telegram dated the 5th March 1943 in reply to mine of 3rd ins-
tant came to my hands yesterday.

If you will kindly refer to my telegram again you will find that I made
two requests therein—one that you visit the jail immediately and the other
that you permit me to interview Mr. Gopi Bardoloi and other M.L.A.
friends there.  But since you construe it as a desire to hold an enquiry I
drop the latter idea. May I now request you to permit me to see Mr.
Bardoloi only. Onp hcm‘ing from you I shall proceed to see Mr. Bardoloi
as soon as possible. Since you will not be able to leave Shillone now
may T request you to depute -Hon’ble Minister, Tails, for an immediate
visit. - I shall be grateful for an immediate reply”. -

o ttI received a reply from the Hon’ble Prime Minister to the following
effect :

““Your letter of 7th March (to-day) has been handed over to me just
now and I hasten to reply immediately.

Immediatcly on my return from tour, I received a telegram on 3rd March
from Khan _Ba.hadur Keramat Ali to come to [orhat or depute Hon’ble
Minister (Jails) to proceed there in connection with the jail incident. I
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consulted Hon’ble Minister (Jails) who informed me that there is no
necessity of going as Deputy Commissioner was holding a judicial enquiry.

On 5th March a lctter addressed to me by Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi,
Maulavi Fakhruddin Ahmed and other M. L. A. se« urity prisoners was put
up to me wherein I was requested to come up personally and the letter was
dated 25th February. I amn speaking from memory as the file is not with
me now. A similar letter was addressed to the Hon'ble Minister ( Jails) by
them.

In view of the ensuing Budget session starting from tomorrow and as
Deputy .COInmiSsiOncr is holding a judicial enquiry, we have refrained from
proceeding to Jorhat. 1 have asked for a detailed telegraphic report from
the Deputy Commissioner and on receipt thereof, I will decide, if either of
us should visit Jorhat jail immediately.

I have considered your request for permission to interview Mr. Bardoloi.
You know the rules about interview with security prisoners are strict and in
this matter we have to follow Government of India’s instructions. Your
interview will mean a curtailment of Mr. Bardoloi’s family member’s inter-
view and unless Mr. Bardoloi agrees to this, I am unable to agree to vour
request.” )

So, that is the position, Sir. I have asked the House to g ve its permis-
sion to move this Motion by which I intend to censure the Government.
My reasons for doing this arc: First of all, although the incident took place
on the 24th of February nothing has appeared in the press till now. The
whole affair has been suppressed. We do not know up till now what is the
condition of the prisoners who were ass?mllcd‘n_r?d what was the reason for
such assault. I have read but a letter from Srijut Karuna Kanta Dasin
which it was mentioned that even persons like Mr. Bardoloi and other
Members of the Ligislative Assembly did not escape

------

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1 think this will do for the time
belng.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Then, Sir. it ;s stated
that the information about the incident must have reached the Govern-
ment on 25th of February. If no such information wag sent on the 25th
of February it is clear that the local authoriti's wanted to remove all trace
of evidence. They wanted to suppress the real facts of the incident to the
Government. That also is another reason why the Government should be
censured.

Iwill now try to point out why I should be allowed to move this
Motion although some sort of judicial enquiry may be going on. If the
Hon’ble Judicial Minister had telegraphed on 25th Feln-uary it was his in-
cumbent duty cither to visit the Jorhat jail himself or ¢q take the advice of
the Hon’ble the Premier who was in Tezpur.  The Hon’ble Premier was en-
tirely kept in ignorancee about this incident. The Chijer Secretary who deals
with such papers ought to have informed the Hon’ble Premier forthwith and
if the letter from Mr. Bardoloi and others which must have been received
in Shillong on 27tk IFebruary contained a special appeal, by the
hon. Members of this House ~who have been detained in jail, to the
Hon’ble Premier to visit the jail and see things himself, and if it was com-
municated to thc Hon’hle Premier either by the Hon’ble Judicial
Minister or the Chief Secretary, I am confident that the Hon’hle

S—
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Premier would have gone from Tezpur to visit  the jail _and see
things himself. Now, what do we find ? After the I—Io‘n’blc _Prcmlcr came
back to the headquarters what the Hon’ble Judicial Minister did ?  He said
that a judicial enquiry had been set on foot and that it was not necessary
to go there. [ want to know what sort of judicial enquiry was set on foot.
Was it not necessary for the Hon'ble Minister to go to Jorhat jail to see
how the wounded prisoners were fairing ? I want to know \‘\'hq is to conduct
a judicial enquiry ? The Hon’ble Minister-in charge of Jails knows very
well that there cannot be introduction of Police or Police cannot be admit-
ted to jail without the permission or consent, &.e., orders of the Deputy
If the officer who ordered the Police to go inside the jail

Commissioner. 0 } > jai
lathis holds a judicial enquiry 1s

at night and charge the prisoners with
it not a farce, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member is not to argue.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, il the Hon’ble
Minister be so indifferent to the political prisonets how could he be so in-
different to the appeal that was made by them that he did not even inform
the Hon’ble Premier about this and he, on the other hand, dissuad:d the
Hon’ble Premier from going to the Jorhat jail on the ground that there was
a judicial enquiry ?  With these words I submit that the House do now
adjourn to consider the censure Motion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will concede two points = that the hon. Member
has referred.  One of which is of public importance and I have also con-
ceded that it is of ‘‘recent occurrence’. But I contest every other state-
ment made by my hon. Friend the Mover of this adjournment Motion. As
I wrote to my hon. Friend, the Deputy Commissioner is making -a Judicial
enquiry himself into this unfortunate incident. '

_ Tgle Hou’ble the SPEAKER : May I ask the Hon'ble Premier one
thing ¥ He admits that the incident is of public importance and of recent
occurrence.  Will it not be better then to discuss the whole Motion ? I am
disposed to hold .that the Motion is in order. So, it the Hon'ble Premier
does not object, then the Motion can be moved at 3 p.m.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
What I do urge is, whether a discussion on the fHoor of the House of a
Mg::]: relating to a matter which is being judicially enquired into, is in
or !

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What is being judicially enquired

o

i The ]Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

at is W 1at 1 am going to speak. The statement made by my Friend is
notbcor_lcgt. In the first place, it is not the cook shed that was set fire
to, but it 1s, the workshop or paddy husking shed which was set fire' to, by
some rt?lscreants within the jail and that is admitted by no less a -pm:mn
than the ex-Congress Premier Mr Gopinath Bardoloi and ex-Finance
Minister Mr. Fakhruddin Al Ahmed. They said that the fire was, with the
help of the jail staff, put our. But during the melee people rushed out and
tried to look at the tamasha. After the fire was put out, the prisoners were
asked to go back. to their own barracks but they refused. So, they had ta
be pushcd back into their own wards, Fied 1l ‘
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According to Mr. Bardoloi’s letter some people were introduced  intoo
the jail who had mno uniform and these people were smd to have
belaboured the political prisoners. What the Deputy Commissioner
has reported is that, as the people the prisoners, refused to go into the
barrack, some help of police was taken by the jail staff and’ then the inci
dent has resulted and in this, unfortunately, people on both sides were
injured. In the incident, amongst the political prisoners there were two
fractures, one case of fractured teeth, and about 10 fairly serious injuries
(head blows, etc., all of which are simple hurt) also 63 minor hurts.  That
is the Deputy Commissioner’s report on the occurrence that ook place after
night-tall on the 24th. 'The Deputv Commissioner sent a wire to the Com-
missioner who was at Dhubri, about this incident, on the 25th and the
Commissioner’s wire to Chief Sceretary on the subject was received on the
27th February. I read the Commissioner’s wire; “Deputy Commissioner,
Jorhat wires 25th February begins disturbance took place amongst political
prisoners Jorhat j:il last night. In suppression of it two prisoners sustaine:|
fractures and seventy-cight simple injuries.  Am holding judicial enquiry”.
The Deputy Commissioner is making an enquiry whether the people assault-
ed were those who refused to return to their barracks or whether the jail
people were within their rights in inflicting somne violence, and whether
they could introduce people from outside. I have not got any detailed
report but this is the first intimation of this”m:(:urrr:n(':: that came to the
knowledge of Govesnment at Shillong. Sir, the letter addressed to me
and to my colleague the Minister-in-charge ol ,lfi,llfi was sent by the Security
prisoners who are there, viz., Srijuts Gopinath Bardoloi, Bishnuram Medhi,
Debeswar Sarmah, Rajendranath Barua, Milil'rl'l':\’ f’jl”n?l. Maulavi Fakh-
ruddin Ali Ahmed, Srijuts Krlsh_unn:uh _.‘mrnm, S fl(lhin:uh Sarmh and
Maulavi M Tayyabulla, the President ."' the Provincial Congress Com-
mittee. “This letter was dated 25th l-cbru:!rl‘y and on the same day the
Superintendent of Jail sent it to the l)cpu‘ty (..r;:nr|:|<'g;|m1,:r and the Deputy
Commissioner forwarded it on the 26th February with a comment that an
enquiry is being h:{ld,' and the matter came to the Inspector-General of Pri-
sons, Colonel H. L. Shortt and he sent it to the Chief Secretary on  the 3rd
March. Then T find that the Chief Secretary endorsed it on the 5th March
to me. _Be[‘orc this, the first person from whom T learnt on 3rd March
about this, was I{.han Bahadur Keramat Ali who wired me as ‘‘Come your-
self or send Minister-in-charge Jails”, So, I discussed this matter with the
Minister-in-charge and we came to the conclusion that when there was a
judicial enquiry’ being held by the Deputy Commissioner...............

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : s there nothing to show on what
exact points the judicial enquiry is being held ?

Tl.le Hor’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There is nothing to show though, it is evident that the enquiry is regarding
the incident of assault.

. S0, there was no indifference on the part of the Hon’ble Judicial Minis-
ter nor on my part, but we are only awaiting the report of = the judicial
enquiry into the incident, and 1 may assure the learned Leader of the
Opposition that if, on the receipt of the Deputy Commissioner’s report, we
find that the‘ situation 18 such as to demand our prcsence, either of' the
Hon’ble JUdlCial Minister or of myseclf, we will make ne hesitation to go to
the spot immediately ip spite of the session being on. T read a portion of the
letter sent to me by my hon. Friends whose names I have already men-
tioned : “The necessity for the alarm is said to have occurred by an alleged
fire which is said to have caught the eaves of the paddy-husking ward—a

»— g
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. P
asily reached from outside™.  Another portion of the

spot which cannot |
following telegram which we hereby

letter is, ““we have this day sent the Ve :
confirm :— *Last evening between seven filteen and cight the ]m'l'_l(:al pri-

sonersin this jail were brutallv and indiscriminately attacked with l'ﬂ_ﬂﬂ-"‘

while eating in the dining hall and sitting in wards, unpm‘\'okc_d e\pd with-

out. justification. Over a  hundved received injurics, of which forty were

serions.  The assaulting party consisted of a large number of men without

untiform, led by jail jamadars. Many vet lying unattended. Request pre-

sence speedy steps and impartial  enquiry »*  This telegram 1 have not receiv-

ed nor is it in the file......... !

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is my complaint.

The Hon’ble Mzulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
This may be due to Telegraph Othee where it might have been censored.
That Department is not in our control and is a Central Departunent. 1 am
therefore in the same position as the hon. Member. But this letter I receiv-
ed on the 5th March though it is dated 25th  February because it had to
come through Superintendent of Jail, Deputy Commissioner and Inspector-
General of Prisons and from him to the Chief Secretary.,  With the permis-
sion of the House I may read the remaining portion of  the letter along with
the postcript of letter of my hon. Friend ;\I:m&uvi Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed -

“We take this opportunity to acquaint you with such facts as have come
to ou” knowledge even as prisoners in jail. At about 7 p.m. when it was
quite dark an’'alarm was raised with sounds of whistles and gong. After
some minutes there was quicet tor a while ; but after which a large number
of men armed with /azhis without uniform, some of whom could Dbe identi-
fied by those beaten, were rushed inside ¢! ¢ jail by some jail officers. They
soon began belabouring, assaulting with {athis brutally and indiscriminately
and with kicks the political prisoners who were sitting inside their various
wards and some of whom were taking their meal in the dining hall. The
sound of beating, s-reams and wailings ol the victims could be heard from
even the Detenyg Ward. -

The necessity for (he alarm is said to have been occasioned by an
alleged fire, which is saj to have caught the ecaves of the paddy-husking
ward—a spot which cannot be casily recached from outside. The fire is not
traceable to any damage to the eaves of the house which is unscathed. The
21“3_8_“1 fire is said (o have been at a time when all the prisoners, non-
Pohtlcal as well, are said to have been outside. The assaulting party was
introduced inside the jail when admi'ttcdly there was no fire and the
prisoners had taken (o their wards after the alarm. Yet it is not known
why the assault wag directed and conduvcted by the jail jamadars ang
warders and other mey against the political prisoners only inside thisis
wards, while they \ere sitting, lying down on their berths or were eating in
the dining hall, ) i
i | '_The total Number of persons a.cCOI'ding to our estimate, who received
Injuries were about 181. . Out of whom about 12 received serious injuries
on head, about 28 are suspected to have sustained injuries on chest ribs
back and abdpmen, and about 35 with other injurics of different pa:rts 01;
the body causing them unable to move. Many of the injured remained un-
attended till some time i, the morning.

We do emphasise that the political prisoners gave not the slightest
cause for provocation at any time or in any manner, remajned completely
non-violent before, during ‘ang after the assault and maintained perfect
restraint throughout. - b

t
b
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It is needless to say that political prisoners as all other prisoners are
entitled to protection of their lives and their bodies in  custody ol any
Government. Government may not like their political opponents and  they
are doing all that is possible to put them down ; but we feel, you will agree
with us that those who have the least claim to any human feeling should not
allow their opponents to be put inside a cage and be brutally treated as we
have been done on the 24th evening. It is in consideration of this fact  that
we request you to come immediately, judge the situation first  hand and
cause an impartial enquiry to be made into the whole affair.”

Copy of the same letter has been sent under separate signature to the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Jail. Tt is dated 26th February 1943
8-30 a.mn. The original letter is dated the 25th. Thereis a posteript
the handwriting of Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed :

“In the letter addressed to Premier which was handed over hurriedly
by us to the Deputy Commissioner personally before 1 p.m. when he, came
to our waid, the total number injured was shown as 181. This was duc to
duplication of counting and later it was 151, details of which with names of
those injured were handed over to the Deputy Commissioner in the after-
noon. The correction may therefore be supplied to the Premier as well.”

in

This list has not been forwarded. As 1 have already said, from the
Deputy Commissioner’s report, ““The Prisoners’ list of casualtics shows
151°—This is dated the 26th. “Of these 71 have no traces of hurt accord-
ing to the Doctors. There were two fractures, one case of fractured teecth
and about 10 fairly serious—hcad blows, etc., all of which are simple hurts,
also 63 minor hurts.”

#Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ona point of informa-
tion, Sir. I want to know whether any non-political prisoners were
allowed in the melee.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I have not got any further detailed report beyond what I have read out.

From this letter of our colleagues who are unfortunately now security
prisoners, it is abundantly clear that they themselves did not see the actual
beating. They simply heard it from the detenu’s ward which was in a
separate block. What they have written is merely from hearsay. The
Deputy Commissioner has mentioned that he has started a judicial enquiry.
Andras judicial enquiry 1s being held, I do not think it will be proper lor
the House to discuss this motion at all., The point that I stress is that I
am as patriotic as my hon. Friend the Leader of the Opposition, and I am
obliged to him for the very kind and graceful remarks which he made
regarding me. If it is found that the jail authorities did commit excesses,
everyone will be meted with due punishment. The detailed report of the

eputy Commissioner has not yet arrived. I think it is coming. 1 further
asked him to send a telegraphic report, but he has simply replied thus. It
Wwas received yesterday. The Deputy Commissioner’s telegram is this:

“Evidence still being recorded. Grave charges against the Jail staff.
Please confirm you wish me to report before finish judicial enquiry.”

That there is a grave charge against the jail staff is evidenced from the
last telegram. So in view of the circumstances and in view of the Deputy

*Speech not corrected by the hon, member.
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Commissioner’s telegram that there is a grave charge against the jail staff
and that he is holding an enquiry and that evidence is being recorded, _at
this stage T do not think it will be proper that an Adjournment Motion
should be discussed in the House.

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May Iknow if it is a
regular judicial enquiry and if the persons injured are :\'.Im\:cd_ to_ represent
their case through lawyers and whether it will be an open judicial enquiry,
as judicial enquiries are always held ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
This suggestion I can send to the Deputy Commissioner by wire. Ido not
know whether the political prisoners who have been assaulted want to be
represented by lawvers. If it is an open judicial enquiry, the Deputy
Commissioner must have allowed this. I can send a wire to the Deputy
Commissioner saying that if the political prisoners want to be represented
by lawyers, they may be allowed. '\._

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: One point, Sir. From
what has been said by Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri we find that so
far as he is concerned he is perfectly correct. Will the Hon’ble Premier
say on what point he is incorrect ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I shall take the statements one by one. On the 25th, Deputy Commissioner’s
telegram went to the Commissioner. The Commissioner sent a wire to the
Chief Secretary which was received on 27th February.

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I should say,
they  must have received it on the?5th. If they have received
it on the 25th then they are guilty of not taking action. If they have not
received it then th: local authorities have suppressed this fact.

The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The Deputy Commissioner is under the Commissioner ; he sent a wire to
the Commissioner who was not at his headquarter but was out on tour to
Dhubri.  From Dhubri he repeated that telegram to Government. Then
agamm about the political prisoners, they sent a wire on the 25th which we
did not get. As a matter of fact my Hon’ble Colleague in charge of Jails
has been severely criticised of being apathetic but up till now we have not
received that telegram. Then the letter which the security prisoners sent
on the 25th and which left the Jorhat Superintendent’s Office on the 25th
probably had to be called back from the Deputy Commissioner on the 26th
for a postscript in the hand of Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed correcting the
number of injured. So it left Jorhat on the 26th but on what date it
reached the Inspector-General of Prisons, I do not know. I saw his endorse-
ment  to the Chief Secretary dated 3rd March and the Chief Secretary put
1t Up to me on the 5th March.

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is not an incorrect
statement,

¥Speech not corrected by hon. member.
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The Hon’ble “aulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
My hon. Friend knows much better than myself the Jail regularions accord-
ing to which this Teport had to come  through the Superintendent,
Deputy Commissioner and the l”‘5]’?‘?“!!'-(:t:slnr;!! of Prisons. My hon. Friend
also knows the dilatoriness of the hrcrc}qrml procedure and therefore his
presumption is not correct. My hon. Friend has placed before the House
what he had learned from his correspondence but 1 should like to say that
one of the correspondents used a very llnp..':rli;um-ul.'n}- language in lus pri-
vate letter but we must give due consideration 1o the anxiety of the son of our
colleague, Srijut Debeswar Sarmah. He said that people were very seriously
injurcd and he thought that ]”5."'_“}“'" lll?_L'-Ilf have been hurt and my hon.
Friend also stated that our friends  Srijut Gopinath  Bardoloi and
Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed had also been assaulted but this was not a fact.
Thereforz I say that the stateme nt made by my hon. Friend is incorrect.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUFTA CHAUDHURI: May I
request the Hon’ble Premier to sec that the inquiry is expedited and that the
report comes as carly as possible, t.e., during the course of this session ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
If it comes and if my hon. fricnd desires then I will read out the report to

the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What does the hon. member propose
to do after this assurance given by the Hon’ble Premier ?

*Srijut ROI’IINI KUMAR CliAlJDI‘]l)RI: Sil', l’ il ]'-. an (p])(-n and
regular judicial inquiry and if the _parlic-.s- are al.lnwal to be present ;m.d re-
presented by lawycrs if they so d{:SlI'(:' ll'l('!l I_w:ll not press this Motion at
this stage ; but if it is not a regular .}Ud’f““l inquiry and not open to the
public and if it is tried by the Deputy Commissioner who has already sub-

mitted his report, then 1 beg to submmit that I will have to press the Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then am I to understand that it is

conditional ?

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: Mr, Speaker, Sir. Apart from the fact
that the hon. mover tries to enforce a condition on Government, may I speak
a word on behalf of the Members. I do not see how anything more can
be said after 3 o’clock this afternoon than what has already been stated.
The mover has stated what he knows and the Hon’ble Premier has also
stated what he knows. Why should the House waste an hour of its time
this afternoon with a heavy programme in front of us to-day when nothing
more can be said ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ cannot say that. Has the Hon’ble
Premier got anything thore to say ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I have already stated that, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will the judicial inquiry be an open
inquiry ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sayid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
am perfectly willing to send a telegram to the Deputy Commissioner saying

*Speech not corrected by the hon. member.
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that if anv party wants to be represented by lawyers they should be :}llow.cd
to do so but I do not want to direct him that he should hold an open mquiry
in Court as there may be demonstration and disturbance of public
peace. ) 3

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: At this stage I do mot
wish to proceed further, but after the report is received, I may be permitted
to bring up this Motion again on the result of the report as well as on the
way in which the inquiry 1s made.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member want an assur-
ance from the Chair ?

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir.

The Hon’'ble the SPEAKER : I am afraid, the Chair cannot give
that assurance. Am 1 to take it then that the hon. Member does not press
his Motion ?

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURiI: Can we not postpone
the discussion till the report is received ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No. this cannot be done. When theHon'ble
Premier gives an assurance that the persons will be given an opportunity
to be represented by lawyers, it is for the hon. Member to consider whether he
should act upon this assurance. If the hon. Member wants to move a fresh Mo-
tion on any other dates, as he says, on the results of the inquiry, I shall then
see whether T can allow such a Motion on the facts that would be placed be-
fore me; but T cannot give any assurance in advance now. Therefore, T think
the hon. Member should decide what he would do at present. Am I to take

it that he does not press his Motion ?

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDMURI: Yes, Sir, I do not wish t©
press my Motion. ' .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is not necessary for me to decide

whether the Motion is in order or not, as the hon. Member does mnot press
his Motion.

ngdolence on the death of Srijut Somaram Dutta and Sir
T Sikandar Hayat Khan

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, it has again been my painful duty to rise up on a matter of
condolence for since we last met, we have lost by the cruel hands of death at
a premature age, one of our colleagues, Srijut Sonaram Dutta. Although we
differed in our politics, I should like to say that Srijut Sonaram Dutta was a
highly educated man. He sought to serve his country according to his light ;
his contribution {o the debate of the House has been very few. but he
endeared himself by his genial and unassuming manners with everyone. 1
propose, Sir, that a Jetter of condolence be sent to the widow.

ey While I am on my legs, mourning the loss of one of our friends in Assam
1t 1s my duty also to mourn the loss of an all-India figure, I mean, the sud-
den and untimely death ot the late Premier of the Punjab, Sir Sikandar Havyat
Khan. Everybody knows that he was not only a Premier who administered
the province on broad principles and who tried to unite all the communities
in his Cabinet but also lately inaugurated the scheme of inter-communal har
mony. He was better known as a Soldier-Premier of Tndia. He had, inspite

A

*Speech not corrected by the hon. member.
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of his multifarious duties, in the discharge of administration of the province,
occasion to go twice to the Near East for the love of his Punjab s;_ul:!ir-”. who
were fighting for the cause of India’s freedom. Indeed, his loss is a loss to
India, to the cause of independence for India and to the cause of inter-com-
munal harmony. It is in the fitngss of things that his young son has been in-
cluded in the Punjab Cabinet. 1| hope the House will agree with me to send

a message of condolence to the Hon’ble Major Shaukat Hayat Khan to con-
vey to the bereaved family.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
I heartily associate myself with all
Premier about
mature death.

Srijut Sonaram Dutta had during the short span of his life distinguished
himself as an earnest patriot and for his devotion to duty. On account of his
failing health he was spared from imprisonment. This has enabled him

to spend his last days in the midst of his near and dear ones. We all mourn
his loss.

On behalf of my party,
that has been said by the rion’ble
the two distinguished gentlemen- who have met with pre-

As regards Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, we always remember with kindly
feelings what he has done for establishment of communal unity in the Punjab
and but for his efforts Punjab during the last 5 years mig

ht have shown a
more unpleasant spectacle. Really Punjab under his able administratjon
showed real progress and we all mourn the loss.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker Sir, Ishould like to associate

the Members of my group with every word which has been said by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Sir, on
behalf of the party I represent, I fully associate myself with all that has been
said by the Hon’ble Prime Minister regarding the two distinguished person-
alities who died in the prime of life.

As regards Srijut Sonaram Dutta | personally fecl the loss, hecause
besides his political carcer he was acolleague and a’ fellow student of mine
in the Presidency College, Calcutta. He distinguished himself as the Secre-
tary of our party and made himself known to all by his amiable behaviour
and excellent method of approach which endeared him also to all other
Members of this House. The crucl hands of death has taken him away and

: vish my party’s condolences should be sent to the members of
his family including his young wife and children.
As regards the

7 s other personality, though we differed from him in pqli-
tics, it must be admitted by all that Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan was one of

the‘gr_catcst men  of India and by his work has stre; gthened the name of
India in the eye of all.

I join whole-heartedly in the condolence Resolution
proposed.

~ The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : I also share the sense of loss and feel-
Ings of sympath

¥ expressed by the Hon’ble Leader of the House and other
hpn. Members touching on the death of late Srijut Sonaram Dutta and Sir
Sikandar Hayat Khan, the late Premier of the Punjab.

The late Srijut Dutta was one, who by his selfless, silent and devoted
work for the cause of the country, acquired a notable place in the politics of
this Frovmcc- _ He was a young, promising worker, and although, as the
Hon’ble Prcml.er said, there was not much contribution to the debates of the
House froml him, T at least was looking forward to the day, when certainly
the House would ha did, that he was a

it Ve got much from him, knowing as 1
brilliant scholar of the Calcutta University and belong_ed to the well-organised




1943] GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE Re: :\LL(\)}'MENT Ol'T DGAS.TS 21
FOR VARIOUS STAGES OF DISCUSSION OF BUD -
Congress Party in the House. His death has been a prcn?aturc (;T:c‘and the
House is poorer to-day by the loss of such a Member of glttat ]l)rm Plrsé;;ﬁm- ;-

As regards Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, although he wds“ ;13. T N
the Punjab, he acquired such a distinguished place m‘al ~‘r[1) m_a}i) o
his able stewardship of the affairs of the administration of the Punj tl‘-:ﬁmc;;
his views on many burning questions of the day, thatit is quite In t‘lr b
of things that we in this House should also be ex ressing our sense 0 loss atlll
sorrow at his death. It was greatly creditable to him that ever since the
inauguration of the New Constitution he was very ably conducting the
affairs of administration of the Punjab smoothly and continuously, when
such a continuons and smooth running of the New Constltutiox_l cou'l_c‘i not be
maintained in all these vears in the other provinces of India. That was
indecd remarkable and that showed what a man cf influence and ability he
was. I endorse every word that has been spoken about him. Certainly India
is poorer to-day by the death of such a distinguished son of hers. I would

ask the hon. Members to rise in their seats and observe two minutes silence
as a mark of respect to these departed souls.

\The hon. Members rose in thejr seats).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : On the last

condolence motion on the death of sever:

the late Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua and the late Srijut Rajani Kenta Barua
M.L.A., were two. We have received replies from the son of the late R

Prabhat Chandra Barua and also from Srijut Ramesh Chandra Barua son of

late Srijut Rajani Kanta Barua. They have expressed their gratitude ard

thanks for the expression of condolence by this House, that was duly commu-
nicated to them.

Governor’s

occasion we had also a
!l distinguished personalities, ol whom

aja

message communicating allotment of days for the
Preseniation of Budget, general discussion of Budget,
oting on Demands for Grants, etc.

- The an’ble the SPEAKER: I am now anuouncing the following
message received from His Excellency the Governor -
| ‘1'91- the purposes of sub-section (1) of section 78, scction 79,
SLII‘J-,!iEC(;l.OI‘I ) section 80 and section 81 of the Government
?7 lél(ll)al SRR e 1 T pursuance ol: Rules 13, 15(1), 16(1),
R’Icc e 8(2) and 19 of the Assam Legislative Assembly (Governor’s).
ules, Ly Andpew Gourlay Clow, hereby appoint the following day: for the
presentation the Legislative Assembly of the Statement of Estimated
Receipts ang Xpenditure of the Province for the year 1943-44 and for the
subsequent stage T respect thereof and for the presentation to the Legis-
11a9t;§64§550f3b1y of the Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for the year
A 7 blmli fo the subsequent stages in respect thereof in the Legislative
I\;sem Y Urlng jig March Session, 1943 namely *— '
onday, the g 2 3

th March Presentation of _the Budgct for the
year 1943-44 in the Legislative
Tuesd h Assembly,
%6 the, 9th March - ...) 1. General discussion

in the Legislative
Assembly.

| 2. Discussion, if any, of estimates of ex-
penditure  charged upon the
revenues  of the Province, other
l than estimates relating to expendi-
ture referred to in Paragraph (a) of
sub-section (3) of section 78 of the

J Agt,

Thursday, the 114, Miach
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DUSINESS

Friday, the 12th March Presentation of Supplementary State-
ment of Expenditure for 1942-.43 in
the Legislative Assembly.

Monday, the 15th March
Tuesday, the 16th March
Thursday, the 18th March
Saturday, the 20th March
Tuesday, the 23rd March

Voting on Demands for Grants in the
Legislative Asscmbly. -

Further Demands for Grants, if anv.

Discussion, if any, of Supplementary
Statement of Expenditure (fh;qum’l
upon the revenues of the Province
during 1942-43.

3. Voting on Demands for Supplement-

ary Grants for 1912-43,

Saturday, the 27th March ... Placing of the authenticated sche-

dules of authorised expenditure

before the Assembly.,

TR L e T
-\.-.-_-._.-_/\_.._Y__,_J
to =

_ This order shall be subject to my revision, if necessary, from time to
time.

SHILLONG : A. G CLow,
The 22nd February 1943. Governor.”

Hon. Members have just now come to learn that His Fxcellency the
Governor has fixed 9th and 11th March (i. e., 2 days) for the f.l;-:'ncr:;l diseus-
sion of the Budget. It will be somewhat difficult for me to fix a tiI]"]c l-imi‘t
if necessary, for spceches until and unless T know how many Members desire
to take part in the discussion on a particular day. 1 would tI;r'rcforc‘
request the leaders of party groups to give the names of their party A
bers who desire to spcak on the subject on different dates to the Assembl

- Department before 4 p. M. today. 4

Allotment of days for private member’s business by the Hon’ble
; Speaker.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [n pur
The . pursuance of Rule 17 of the As

Leg’lflatlve_Asscm‘hly Rules, I hereby allot, in consultatit;il frith S?l?::
Hon’ble Prime Minister, the following days for Private Members® Business
during the present session of the Assam Legislative Assembly :— |

Saturday, the 13th March !. Private Meml] ills.

5 3th 1 ‘ embers’ Bills.

Thursday, the 25th March [ 2. Private Mcmti;l:rs’ SMOt-
. 1ons and Resolutions.

Friday, the 26th March Private Members’ Motions

and Res: lutions.

This order shall be subic 0 my revisi i -
. ¥k _<_3-1;1,b‘_]cct t ¥ ston, if necessary, from time to

q\

e e o
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Satatement Re: Course of Government Business
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

With vour permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement about the course
of Goverhment b siness during this Session. qis R
2. The (;:):-vrlllmu-nt lmsin;ss which is to be taken up today is 5{11\0\111‘ l.ll
the day’s agenda. a copy of which has been .plnc:-d ml_e'-l(:-h N L"{_:;»‘ f
table. T need not detail it again. IT the Motions for taking into r(‘,().l“ll.\l e-ll
ation of the Assam Finance Bill, 1943, and the Assam Revenue [‘l!l)lt‘l“l‘;‘
Bill, 1941 are accepted by the House today, we propose that these Bi b} €
considered clause by clause on the 22nd March and then to move that they
be passed, J 3
I 3. On the 12th March, we propose to have the Assam Court of Wards
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, considered clause by  clause and t}lcn.in move
that the Bill be passed.  On the same day, we also propose to introduce
(1) ‘ht‘s:lillunq Execution of Decrees Bill, 1943 and (2) [h(; Shillong Atta}ch-
ment of Salaries Bill, 1943 and then to move that these Bills be taken into
Motion for considerition of these two Bills are accep-

consideration  If the A .
ted by the House on that day, we propose ‘that these Bills be considered

clause by clause on. the 220d March and then to move that they be passed.
On the 22nd Mar:h we

also propose to present the Report of the  Select
Committee on the Ass un Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 1942, and
then to move that the Bill as reported by the Select Committee be taken in.
to consideration.  If the Motion for taking into consid=ration of this Bill is

accepted by the House on that day, we propose to have it considered clayse

by clause on the 27th March and then to move that it be passed.
4. We

als> propose to move a Motion regarding extension of the period
of the Agricultyra) Marketing Scheme for the year 1943-44 on the 27th
March and tq take up any unforeseen and u afinished Government business
alter the disnoga] of Government business allotted for that day.
Commitiee on Petitions relating to Bills
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: [ will now announce the names of the
hon.. Member: v}, are to constitute a Committee on Petitions during this
Session. ‘ :

.~ Under ryle 112 (1) of the Assembly Ruies, I nominate the following
M.=mber§ 0 constitute o Cowmmittee on Petitions relating to Bills for the
current Session of the Assembly :— '

3 I\l\’éaulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

feita D B R >
3. Ba.bu BipinHB Moore.

4. Srij chari Das, and
Unéer?ﬁut Jhirsingh Deunri. K i :
Committee, i i 3¢Eutym_,sl_’,eak¢r 7w1Il be the Chairman of the

: ouse Commitiee >

g le the SPEA R: Then I anrounce to the hon.
tlf;sfglt; tl_n'_: H%\l:{se that ynder rule 126 of the Assembly %‘UICS’ I

! owing Me ' : itt ol

sion of the Assemlg%)'cls to constitute a House Gommittee for the cy

. Stijut R,

Mem-
NOominate
rrent Ses.

- Maulay; A' d
Mr. EHS Tewis

L ) Qoldsmitll and :
. Maulayi Muzarrof Ali Laskar.

1]
S 1 o b9
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Presentation of the Budget for 1943-44 and Budget Speech of the
Hon’ble Finance Minister

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :
Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I beg to present the budget estimate for the year 1943-44.
Barely four months have clapsed since in November last, 1 pre-
sented the revised budget for 1942-43. The general background
of condition of the province which I then described continues
unchanged in its broad and principal outlines. War conditions
still pervade the atmosphere and the problems that they brought
in their train still continue to influence and determine actions of
the Government and their policy. Some of these problems
have even assumed an aggravated form.  Though we happen
to be luckier than some of the more-distressed provinces, food
situation absorbs anxious thought of the Government. To meet
the situation, provision has been made for increased expenditure
intensifying the “Grow More Food Campaign™ and for bring-
ineg more land under cultivation. The problem of the supply
of food-stuff is being energetically tackled. Increase in the cost
of living involved hardship to our low paid employces, which
the Government have tried to mitigate b)_f mcreasing the scale
and range of the dcarn_ess.all(,)\fvancc previously granted. With
the starting of the Provincial lrans.port Organisation, for which
money was voted by the Assembly in the last session, there has
been certain alleviation of the transport difficulties, though we
have still a great leeway to make up. As regards the general

olitical conditions in the province, the unrest and disorders that
followed the arrest of the Congress leaders have considerably
subsided, largely due to the preventive punitive measures taken
by the Government. Saboteurs, however, are still active,
directing their attention towards tampering with railway lines,
causing derailment of trains, with consequent loss of limbs and
lives of innocent travelling public. Strict vigilance by the Mili-
tary and Civil Authorities in active co-operation with the public
has however succeeded in restricting the scope of such nefarious
activities. Intrepid action of the Royal and the American Air
Forces such as the crushing defeat recently inflicted on the Japa-
nese raiders in North East Assam, have up till now saved the
province from serious devastation due to air raids, though pre-
cautionary measures adopted for the protection of our civilian
population make a heavy drain on our resources. In spite of
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this heavy expenditure which is being met without recourse
to new taxation, Government have not been neglectful of the
needs of the nation-building departments, 1n whose interest a
number of new schemes involving large recurring and non-
recurring expenditure have been embarked upon.

Actuals 1941-42 {

It is customary to present with the Budget esumate of the
next financial vear, the Accounts of the Actuals of the previous
year and the Revised Estimate of the current year. In present-
ing the Revised budget for 1942-43, in November last I gave the
figures of Actuals for 1941-142. It is hardly necessary to repeat
them once again. I propose therefore to deal with the revised
estimates for 1942-43 and the budget estimates for 1943-44.

Revised estimates

I now proceed to deal with the Revised Estimate for 1942-
43. The year started with an opening balance of Trs.79,77.
The revenue receipts were estimated at Trs.3,33,73, which with
capital receipts of Trs.6,36,37 made a total of Trs.9,70,10." The
expenditure against revenue was estimated at T'rs.3,67,23 and
capital expenditure at Trs.0,29,64, leaving a closing balance of
Trs.53,00. A revenue deficit of Trs.33,50 was also anticipated.
The revised estimates put the revenue receipts at Trs.3,44 34
and ,fevenue expenditure at Trs.3,53,86, leaving a revenue
deficit of Trs.9,52. The large decrease in the revenue deficit is
fictitious to the extent. of Trs.26,23, owing to the transfer, as a
result Qf the recent decision of the Government of India of the
expenditure on the - Food Purchase Scheme > to a capital
expenditure head. Fven the revenue deficit of Trs.9,52
does not reveal the true position, as it is a ' result of a carry for-
ward to the next year of a sum of ten lakhs paid as advances to
the contractors by Forest Department for supplies to the
Dchnce Department, counter-balanced by extraordinary
receipts of Trs.3 34 from collective fines and _ the Motor Trans-
port Organisation scheme, less in the case of the latter, an ex-

penditure of Trg 43 on running expenses. The real revenue .

deficit is thus estimated to be Trs.2,43. ‘
The import it <plained i

| ortant variations have been explained in pages 9

and 10 of the ‘ % y L

L 1! '¢ Budget Memorandum, which has already been
supplied _to the hon. Members. 2]

Capital receipts show an increase of ‘I'rs.3,96,94, of which
Trs.1,34:15 due to the mnecessity of issuing Treasury Bills and
taking ways and means advances from the Reserve Bank to
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cover the operations connected with the Food Supply Scheme,
and the balance under ““ Debt and Deposit ™' heads which are
covered by similar debits on the capital expenditure side. The
capital expenditure is also up by Trs.3,97,53 for reasons stated
above. While we have allowed for the repayment of all our
ways and means advances by the Reserve Bank. the repayment
of 30 lakhs against 8 : lakhs of Treasury Bills is being taken this

ear. The latest actuals indicate that the lag for the * Food
Supply Scheme™ will be about 50 lakhs. With Excise revenue
also dropping, it has been necessary to enable the Province to
carry on its ordinary day to _clay administration, to issue Trea-
sury Bills for a further sum of Rs.30 lakhs. :

Budget estimates for 1943-44

The revenue receipts for 1913-44 is estimated at Trs.3,64,20
against the I:(:ViSCd estimate of 'I’rs.3,-1-4~,3-1: and the revenue
expenditure is estimated at Trs.3,72,29 leaving a revenue deficit
of Trs.8,09. As this includes Trs,1,00 on account of collective
fines and ITs.1,01 on account of net receipts from motor trans-
port organisation, which are not normal sources of revenue, the
real revenue deficit is estimated to be Trs.10,10,

Capital receipts are cstimagcd at Trs.6,75,88, against the
revised for the current year of Trs.10,33,31, ora decrease of
Trs.3,57,43, as detailed below :—

(z) Trs.50,00, as the issue of the Treasury Bills will be

lower,

(i7) Trs.54,00, as it ig estimated that ways and means

+advances to the extent of Trs.50,00 only would be
necessary for the lean months of the year.

(7) Trs.2,46,50, under “Remittances within Indja” as it
15 expected that debits and credits through the

Reserve Bank will be more normal during the Bud--

get year.

L]

outSt?.ndlong: Treqsury Bills of Trs.50,00 and with more efficient
working it is anticipated that the time lag on the “Foog Supply
Scheme” will redyce the outstandings on this account to
Trs.25,00. The_Loans and Advances are down by Trs.4,08,
which 1s due mainly ¢ 1, provision being necessary for evacua-
tion advances in the budget year. The closing balance on the
31st March, 1944 is estinyated to be Trs.43,29.
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The Sinking Fund for the repayment of the loan of 50 lakhs,
floated in September, 1940 amounted to Trs.6,5_b at the end of
1941-42. A further sum of Trs.3,88, including interest on ' pre-
vious investments, was invested in 1942-43. Th.c sum of Rs.4
lakhs, including interest, is proposed to be invested n the
budget year, making a total of Trs.14,44. The 1111fu31ded debt
of the province which on April, 1942, amounted to Trs.1,16,16
will rise to Trs.1,21,24 on Ist April, 1943,

Land Revenue

Having given a general account of our budgetary position,
I shall now deal with some of the more important aspects of our
main heads of receipts and expenditure. To begin with Land
Revenue, as foreshadowed in my budget speech iu November
last, complete withdrawal of the land revenue remission will
begin to be operative in the revenue year which commences on
Ist July, 1943. Full effect of the withdrawal of remission how-
ever will be realised in the financial year, 1944-45.

As a relief in case of poverty of the ryots or local calamity
we have since November, 1942, sanctioned further remissions
of Rs.3,230 in Jand revenue and Rs. 320 in local rates. This
makes up the total remissions sanctioned from the beginning of

the year to Rs.15,200 in land revenue and Rs.1,700 in local
rates.

In regard to relief for distress caused by floods Government
have, since November last, sanctioned further sums of Rs.5,500
for agricultural and seed loans, Rs.9,700 for gratuitous
relief and Rs.' 200 for test relief works. The total amounts
sanctioned from  the beginning of the year are Rs.77,500 agri-

cultural and geed loans, Rs.29,700 gratuitous relief and
Rs.3,200 test relief works.

Further Government have since sanctioned 'the remission

of the outstanding agricultural loans in the Assam Valley to the
extent of Rs.69 o0

The question of land settlement in connection with the im-
portant grow-more-food campaign is engaging the serious atten-

tion of Governmept and it is hoped that by orderly and sys-
tematic settlement of waste lands the needs might be fairly met.

Provincial Excise

Slnc:t? the Assembly met last time, there has been a further
decrease 1n the receipts from country spirit due mainly to faci-
lities for transporting raw materials t6 the distillery being much
restricted.  These difficulties have affected our revenues

~
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and over which this Government have no control. We have
recently sanctioned an increase in duty in retail sale price of
country spirit, but this is not likely to counterbalance the loss.
The question of further increase in duty and retail sale price 1s
being examined by the Excise Department.  So far as foreign
liquor is‘concerned, an increase in revenue has already been
recorded. The question of increasing the license fees and the
duty on India made foreign liquor, to be in line with the neigh-
bouring province of Bengal, is now under the consideration of
this Government. :

*General Administration
The work thrown upon the official cadres continues to
mount, particularly in the spherés of supply, price control and
military requirements. It has been a great problem how to
enable the services to meet this burden. Under this head, the
services of two officers of the Secretary of States’ service have
been obtained from Burma, and two young oflicers are also to
undergo training in this province. Besides these, only one clerk
from among the evacueces has been entertained. Almost the
entire extra burden has had to be covered by the employment
of men within the province. Besides the ordinary recruitment,
which means the promotion of two Sub-Deputy Collectors to
the Provincial Service and the recruitment of two officers to the
Senior and seven to the Junior service, arrangements have been
made to recruit even temporary members of the senior service
from the Bar, and sixteen temporary Sub-Deputy Collectors,’
half from the subordinate services (including the clerical) anc
‘half from the public. These Sub-Deputy Collectors are badly
wanted to fulfil the following functions (a) relief of experience
~Revenue Officers so that the latter can be engaged on the
recording of requisitions for Military purposes and assessment
- of compensation—the prompt payment of which is such an
essential matter of interest to the public, and (b) miscellancous
work particularly in developing the supply system. In 01‘dqr
that their experience may be made available to the public
service at this time of emergency Government have been ¢m-
ploying three retired holders of listed posts who belong to this
province’s cadre and one who is of the province but
belonged to' the Bengal cadre, and a total of three retired
Magistrates and two retired Sub-Deputy Magistrates. Another
retired officer holds the appointment of Private Secretary to the
Premier. There has been some murmuring, no doubt, at the
departure from established practice in re-employing retired
officers; but the above figures indicate how small are their numn-

‘bers compared with the extent to which Government  haye had

to draw on the open market,
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Police

The budget shows a large increase under various heads
for additional police entertained on account of war require-
ments. It is satisfactory that the Central Government have
agreed to meet the whole cost of “Railforce™ the body of.armed
police entertained for the purpose of protecting the. lines of
communications of the Army. Many of the other 1tems are
difficult to distinguish from normal experience of the Force,
and it must not be overlooked that in the view of the Govern-
ment of India our ordinary police staff was much below the
standard of other provinces and unable to meet all the require-
ments which naturally arise in an emergency like the present,
when Assam is in the limelight. The principal item is the
increase in the Intelligence Branch of the Criminal Investiga-
tion Department, which experience showed to be essential and
for which the approval of the House was sought last November.
As agamnst the increased expenditure that will fall on the Pro-
vince, which will be about 2} lakhs, it is possible that we shall
be able to set the waivure or the reduction of the provincial
contribution towards the Assam Rifles.

The Police Department has had to meet the general ex-
pansion of work in all directions with a very small increase in
superior staff.  One officer of the rank of Superintendent of
Police was borrowed from Burma, and one from Madras. The
need of more officers to supervise the enlarged force is such that
the House is being asked to increase the provincial cadre by
four Deputy Supcrintcndcnts, two of them being obtained by
promotion.  This will be the only commitment of a permanent
nature. - 1he mobility of the force, which is essential in present
day condition jg being improved by the provision of a total
of 25 motor vehicles and by the purchase of bicycles.
There are algq improvements 1n armoury and it is intend-
ed to Pprovide mofussil police stations with a minimum
of arms by requisition so that they may not again be
placed in such 5 yylnerable position as when some- police
stations were attacked by determined crowds last year. As
regards the conditions of services of the Forces, who have
deserved so well for the well led and disciplined part displayed
towa.rds the Civi Disobedience Movement, the budget contains
one item Or.ll}fﬂ the provision of kit allowance for the subordinate
officers : this is an jtem which has for many years been an

annually repeated demand crowded out by more insistent
claims of various departments.
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Jails

The necessity of detaining not only prisoners convicted of

offences connected with the Civil Disobedience Movement but
also a considerable number of lesser persons who are known to
be taken part in this movement but against whom it was
difficult to obtain evidence such as is required by the courts has
placed a great strain on the jails. Temporary accommodation
has been provided for a total of just over 800 persons. Hitherto
701 were convicted for political crimes, while 205 have been
detained in preventive custody. Only 29 persons are under
restrictions of any kind. As a result a geeat strain has been
placed on jail accommodation and also on jail discipline. It
is regrettable that some persons who by their position should
be deemed responsible have been guilty of fomenting indiscip-
line in the jail. Latterly some prisoners have been prepared to
give undertakings for the future and have been released.

Administration of Justice

The present term of the Advocate General will expire on the
7th August, 1943. It is anticipated that there may be further
extension of this term. Consequently his and his establish-
ment’s full year’s pay and other expenditure connected with the
maintenance of his office has been provided.

There is no likelihood of establishment of a High Court
for Assam in the near future. Conscquently, this Government
has renewed the agreement with the Bengal Government, to
share the services of the Calcutta High Court for another term
of five years on the same terms as before.

The Copyists, typists and mappists attached to the courts
were representing to Government for increased remuneration.
It was not possible to do anything for them so long. Having
regard to the fact that these ill-paid officers are hard hit by the
present economic depression and that the surplys accruing from
the copying department is sufﬁ_cient to give them extra remune-
ration, Govern‘ment have submitted a scheme for sanction of the
gsis&:rgbly fo}r inclusion in th_c_ Bu_clgct. They have also sub-
cmp;:oyzgog ler scheme for giving increased fees to the pl_caclcxs

y the Crown to remove their longStandmg grievance.

. Forest

The most noticeable feature is the item in bhoth revised and
budget for the surcharge on minor forest produce supplied to
Defence Departmc:nt, This would not have been obtainable

i

——
e
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had not the Department undertaken the labour involved in
consolidating demanrds and placing orders, and had not addi-
tional stafl’ been emploved.

The estimates of receipts in the Budget proceed on the con-
servative basis of assuming that exceptional War orders will not
be repeated to the same extent as in the recent past but th_c sur-
plus even thus is most satistactory and the Department will be
fully loaded with work.

In the light of experience during this period it has become
clear that the retention of an adequate superior staff to meet
great changes in demand for forest produce such as have result-
ed from the War is most essential. Assistance obtained from
evacuated personnel consists of one oflicer of the Indian Forest
Service, another for a short time, three provincial service
officers of whom one has already gone, one ranger, three deputy
rangers and three foresters, from Burma or the Andamans. As
it is, the Indian Forest Service is rapidly diminishing, and
while rules for the new Assam Forest Service (Class I) have
been issued during this financial year, it has become a problem
how to fill this service with competent men.  Government are |
therefore considering anxiously whether the cadre must not be
somewhat increased, and whether more appointments both by
direct recruitment of candidates for the Superior College course
and by promotion should not be made.

Education

Even amidst pe overriding demands of war situation
Government hgay, S >
® S ave not allowed themselves to deflect from the
policy tcl)rlrse?dy and gradual expansion of education, in its
stages, throughout the province. . A very large number of new

schemes included jp )y, Budget under the “Education® bear
eloquent teStimony g, thay,

For the €Xpansion of primary education in the rural areas
provision has beep made for a sum of Rs.40,000 (recurring) o
enable the Local Boards to take over a large number of Ventyre
primary schools awaiting financial assistance from Govern-
ment of Whl(.:h & will he spent in plain tribal aren for
spread of primary, cducation amongst tribal people. Besides
a PrOViSlon Of $.5,000  (Non-recurring) and Rs.10.000
(recurring), tota] $.15,000 has been made for direct granfs to
non-Governmeny Primary schools, most of which will not be
ablé'to Contmte’ ‘theqifads fnr without such aid. There are
many venture S€condary schools for boys and girls which T
craving for grants ,ng are deserving of help. T, provide
maintenance grants to such new schools to be brought into the
Aided list and increased grants to some existing schools and also
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for giving building and equipment grants, we arc asking the
House to sanction a sum of Rs.25,000 namely Rs.12,500 recur-
ring, Rs.12,500 non-recurring. For the encouragement of
madrassa and tol education we have provided Rs.10,000 and
Rs.6,000 respectively, for ncw grants and increcasced grants
to deserving madrassas and - tols. The Sanskrit college at Nal-
bari requires an increased grant up to Rs.250 a month and a
non-recurring grant of Rs.7,477 for acquisition of land and
for construction of buildings. Provision has been made for
some additional college scholarships for girls who take
up science coursc as well as for 5 middle scholarships
for plains Tribal girls and 30 _;ul(h{un}:t! primary scholar-
ships for plains tribals. A Muslim Educational Conference
is proposed to be held to discuss on the question ol
reorganising the present systcm of madrassa education, which
was started 25 years ago, and for this Rs.3,000 has been pro-
vided. The Text Book Committee has collected fees from the
authors and pub]ishcrs who submitted text books for “Pl)"“\’ﬂl-
Out of these accumulated fees a sum of Rs.12,000 has been
budgetted for expenditure for the p!‘c‘purution and publication
of departmental text books on different subjects for use in
primary and secondary schools. This amount, thercfore, docs
not mean any burden on the FProvmclal Revenues but is set ofl
against the receipts of the Text-Book Committee during the
last few years. For the strcngl.hcnlnf{ of the female inspccting
staff two additional posts of assistant inspectresses  of schools are
proposed to be created and this is necessary in view of the grow-
ing demand for girls” education. Similarly, subordinate inspect-
ing staff is to be strengthened by the provision of two sub”
inspectors and three assistant sub-inspectors. Provision ©
Rs.9,000 has been made for science teaching in aided high
schools and for building grants to some of the aided high
schools. The collegiate education needs greater provision for
strengthening the staff on such subjects as Assamese and Bengall
Islamic Department and Mathematics and English. Provision
has been made for equalising the status of lecturers and pro-
fessors in the two Colleges. Murarichand College needs aflilia-
tion in Biology and Zoology up to the I.Sc. standard and 2
modest beginning will be made if the grant provided for the
purpose in the budget schedule is sanctioned. fxiy

There are some of the urgent and indispensable minimum
requirements of the department of Education in the non-
excluded aréas. A few schedules have been accepted for the
spread of education in the excluded areas as well.
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In spite of the difficult financial position of the province the
House will no doubt be gratified to find that provision has
been made in the Budget for new schemes the ultimate cost .of
which will be Rs.2,88,807. Government have been always alive
to the necessity of expansion of the educational expenditure but
due to the inevitable expenditure in other clcparl.mcnts and the
limited provincial resources, it has not been possible to do more.

Agriculture

For 1943-44 this Government originally provided a sum of
Rs. 6,20,000 in the provincial budget estimates in order to
continue the * Grow More Food Campaign ”’ during the
coming year. Since those estimates were prepared the Govern-
ment of India has taken up the question of increasing the
production of food-stufls still more urgently and has addressed
all provinces with an offer of financial help, if required.
Acting on the presumption that this financial help, will be
forthcoming, we have now prepared estimates amounting
to a total of Rs.16 lakhs which includes the Rs.6,20,600 provi-
ded by us.  We propose to obtain the balance of Rs.9,80,000
from India and are asking for an outright grant, but we can-
not at this stage state what will be the outcome. The value
of the concessions it is proposed to grant to cultivators amounts
to aver Rs.6 Takhs, the recoverics being fixed at 75 per cent.
in case of rice seed and 60 per cent. in the case of pulse seeds,
oil seeds and potatoes.

A I‘]Ol'lblc (l . % . oo . X . e
‘ . evelopment in these estimates 18 a provision
of Rs.3,20,000 fo, 1

) * the rice irrigation (small projects) or Bund
and Dong ittigation, We consider that this is not only one -of
the best means of increasing the yield of our paddy land imme-
diately to Meet the present emergency, but it will also have a
be:neﬁcml ellect which will last for many years. These projects
will be confined to smal] works such as can be done by the
cultivators themselyes. l.arger works are provided for through
the E.mbankr_nent and Drainage Division under the Public
Works Dcpartment, while these small bund and dong projects
will be undertaker, by the Agricultural Department with the
assistance of thg Revenue Department officers. Government
propose 10 provide half the cost of each project, the other half
being provided by the cultivators in the form of labour. In
each case a local committee will be formed to help to combine
the 'people 1n the common effort and to settle local
disputes.
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A few figures will show the scope of the campaign. The
estimates for seed distribution include 31,000 maunds of paddy
SCC(I’ 16,0600 maunds ”1.1’1'15“ fv"”’a, 35,000 maunds of ]mi;lli)
seeds, 37 lakhs sugarcane sctts, 3,000 maunds of oil seceds and
2,000 maunds of wheat and barley sceds. The area which will
be affected (including irrigation) is 4 lakhs acres and the estis
mated increase of food-stuffs will be about 76,000 tons or 20
lakhs of maunds.

Naturally this large increase in the activities of the Agri-
cultural Department will entail a large increase in staff. One
Assistant to the Director, 2 Assistant l)trplll}'\i)irt:rlnrs with 5
Inspectors for the irrigation works, and 10 agricultural inspec-
tors with 150 men of the agricultural demonstrator class for
the general district work will be required,

Co-operative Department

In Co-operative Department provision has been made (or
the continuance of the temporary staff of 10 inspectors with
their clerks and peons sanctioned during 1941-42 under the
scheme for rehabilitation of the co-operative movement. The
Department is at present concentrating il's attention on the
recovery of assets of the Co-operative Societies and in making
enquiries with a view 10 weeding out hopeless societies and
clearing the ground for new societies to be organised. The
efforts of the Department have already resulted in  an improve-
ment in the collections of the Central Banks and the Primary
Socicties. The question of granting loans (o the Central Banks
and the Provincial Bzmk. will be considered if their position
shown improvements during the year.

Industries Department

The Budget of the Department of Industries contalns
provisions for the requirements to carry on the normal activities
of the Department. It includes a provision of Rs.0,000 for
grant of subsidies to individual industrialists and a few youths
of the province who are unable to start industries for want of
funds.  As a result of the requests, made by this Government
for the training of students from Assam in the Railway workshop
at Kanchrapara, the Railway authorities have recently selected
two students from this province for admission into the workshop.
Prov1s;0n has been made for the cost of their training. The
temporary ‘durrie weaving section ‘which was started in the
Surma Valley Technical School in 1935-36 entailing an annual
expenditure of about Rs.1,000 was abolished with effect from
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January, 1943, as the scheme did not prove a success. It is
unfortunate that none of the passed Stl\(lcms- took 10_1110
industry for the introduction of durric weaving in the province
as a profession.

Medical and Public Health

In view of the demands made by the Military on the
available medical personnel and the conditions of ]?1‘0}’111013-l
finance only a few new schemes have been provided in the
Medical and Public Health budget. The present rate .Of
monthly subsidy of Rs.35 to the subsided doctors of dispensaries
was not only found inadequate but unattractive to draw the right
type of practitioners and the Government have therefore made
provision to raise the subsidy to Rs.45 per mensem. Provision
has been made for an assistant surgeon in the Public Health
Department for the district of Lakhimpur, which was the only
district without such an officer in the plains. The services of this
officer will also be utilized to improve the teaching of hygiene
in the Berry-White Medical School, In the Mikir Hills area
a new public health  dispensary for treatment of lepers is
proposed to be opened for which provision has been made.

Supply
Rcccntly Government have established a new Department
of Supply, m charge of which is Mr. Marar who has had
pl'ﬂCtlcal.CXP‘CPl(‘.nCC of dealing with the problem of food supplies
as Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet.

A few figures may be given to indicate the magnitude of
the operations which Government have undertaken in respect of
food supply.  Up to December our agents had purchased and
dCSPRtCh‘Cd nearly scven lakhs of maunds of food-stufls—rice,
flour, atta, salt, dhal, gram, sugar, ghee and mustard oil and
812 bales of cloth, The value of these commodities comes to
nearly 05 lakhs of rupees.  Districts had received nearly 5 lakhs
of maunds worth oyer 40 lakhs and had credited forty-one lakhs
of rupees into the T reasuries. Our agents for indigenous
supplies had Purchased up to 15th January over two lakhs of
maunds of paddy, pice and mustard oil.

Motor Vehicles
There 1s nothing requiring much comment under the

revenue and expenditure heads, except that they hardly bring
out the fact that motor traffic is rapidly diminishing owing to
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etrol rationing and the difficulty in obtaining new vehicles
or sparc parts. ln_ fact the progressive t!r'll'l'!lnt';ll!'lll of li_n‘*
vehicles registered in this province, both in numbers and in
condition has already reached a perilous level, particularly in
view of the strain now thrown on the rail and river services.
Government have taken time by the forelock in acting on recom-
mendations of the Central Government and appointing an  ex-

erienced officer as Provincial Motor ‘I'ransport Controller,
and also cntcring npun a n.m{r)r l:':lesl)f:rl _nr_uu.nit;;ui..m 5‘"'}(‘1‘1](:,
on a qUaSi-COmmc,rC]al. basis, 'lh(t (lctt:l.l'l.s: of which will be found
at pages 26 and 188 f.)f the estimates. This scheme has :'lll'!fild}'
produced the following concrete results upto the end of Janu-
ary i—

A total of 325 vehicles have been obtained from Military
releases, and 217 of these had been assembled for
reconditioning. They were obtained at a total cost
of one lakh, and will be worth far more when recon-
ditioning is complete. A workshop with stall’ has
been built up at Dooria in Sibsagar district and al-
ready seventeen vehicles had been reconditioned at
the end of the month. Iifty new lorries had been
obtained from the War Transport Department, and
a promise of a further 140 for immediate delivery
is under exccution. Thirty vehicles have been fitted
up experimentally with gas producer plants. The
totgl ﬂcc.t which it is expected that the Organi-
sation will be able to operate amounts 1o 370. It
will be seen  that the receipts from it exceed the ex-
penditure.  While this may scem optimistic large
orders have alrecady been received for the use of  the
transport, and the first job had been executed at
considerable profit before the end of January.

Public Works

In the Public Works Department, the usual activities of the
department had to be greatly curtailed on account of difficulties
in obtaining materials due to war situation, This partly
accounts fo.r the decrease in the demands for grants for original
works. — This however does not necessarily mean reduction in
the Vplume of work. On the contrary enormous improvement
18 _bemg carrlgc'l out to important roads at the instance of
Military authorities the cost of which is being charged direct to
the Defence Head, ' ' L ] : :
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Owing to recent political disturbances considerable
(IIll]Hl}.{(‘S hu\'p l!l'(‘ll (1[1]!(‘ 1O ]'t);l(l.\‘. 1)1"\(1}_{(‘.\' le\d h‘lllhllllgb‘.. ThlS
together with the abnormal rise in the prices of materials and
wages of labour accounts for the increase in demand for I;,CPE:)H‘
grants from Trs.28,28 in the current vear’s Budget Emd Trs.28,27
in the revised Budget to Trs.28.93 in the next vear's Budg‘ct. A
provision of Trs.50 has been made under original works for t_he
reconstruction of some of the buildings burnt down by the
saboteurs.

Extra officers and staft’ had 1o be recruited to cope with the
increased works thrown on the Department on account of
large Defence projects undertaken at the instance of the Military
Deparfment and to a smaller extent for construction work
for A. R. P. purposes. These and additional posts of
Chicf Engineer and Secretary, Public Works Department, and
Superintending Engineer created Iast vear have been continued
as the amount of work to be carriecd out on behalf of the Mili-
tary is not expected to be reduced.

been made in the 1943-44 Budger.  This will not, however,
throw ‘any cxtra burden on the resources of the province as
although their pay and allowances, cte., are charged in the first
instance to the provincial Budget, the increase on this account in
the establishment charges will be more than counterbalanced

by recoveries proposed to be made from the Central Govern-
ment.

Necessary provision for these extra officers and staff has

The Sylhet Division has been for long on a temporary basis
but owing to tie improvement and opening to traflic of the
Sylhct-bhlllong, Sylhet-Sunamganj and Surma Trunk Road
(\'qu‘t) ] (Syll]ct—Shurpur-I\‘i;‘iul\?ib:lz111‘—Sl‘inmngal-Tc]iapar _
ShalstaganJ) the charge of this Division has become very heavy
and there is ng possibility of abolishing it. It is, therefore
proposed  to Mmake this Division permanent and bring the
temporarly office staff of the Division on the permanent establish-

e AT E®Parate schedile,for tthe purpose has been submitted
for the vote of tje Assembly.

"The Public Works Department works in the Garo Hills had
been transfeljred to,the Tura District Fund from Ist April 1942
and the stafl hayve feep employed on the military projects at
Ledo Base Camp and [ndija-Burma Road. Tt is now proposed
to take bfiCk the Public Works Department works from the
District Fund from jext year and necessary provision has
accordingly been made in the Budget. . ,
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Owing to the urgency of the work on the India-Burma
Road and the inadequacy of staff to carry on with the works
connected therewith the activities of the Embankment and
Drainage Division which was started in 1940 had to be suspend-
ed during last year and the officers and staff employed on  the
India-Burma Road. It is proposed to revive this Division from
next year and provision has accordingly been made in the

Budget.

The actual functioning of the Division will, however,
greatly depend on obtaining instruments as the levels have been
taken over by the Military Department and only a few clinome-
ters are now available. All necessary instruments will therefore,
have to be purchased., ]

Recruitment for War Services

It may not be out of place to refer to figures of recruit-
ment to the Armed forces which will indicate how wide are
the opportunities now opening to our young men. Every week
a selection Board sits and interviews some 20 candidates for
emergency commissions. On a rough  average about one-
third of these are given a further interview by the Central
Interview Board appointed by the Government of India, and
come one-third of these are accepted for Military (raining.
Meanwhile in the months of (ctober to J:muary over 2,500
men of Assam were recruited in the forces, four-fifths of them
to combatant ranks. A technical recruiting office was opened
at Shillong on the 15th of January, and between the Ist and
25th of February it had recruited 78 young men to technical
employment including 18 to the Indian Air Force; which is
offering such a fine chance to the youth of the country not
only in military employ but also in the civil life of the future.
Over four hundred lads have now been trained as technicians
and nearly 400 arc under training in institutions of the pro-

vince.. No longer can Assam be called a non-martial pro-
vince.

Dearness Allowance

The scheme for the grant of dearness allowance was intro-
duced with effect from 1st August 1942.  Since the Assembly
met last the Government have found it necessary to revise their

T

T N Y P
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rates owing to the sharp rise in the cost of living, and glgail‘;tcd
the following increased rate with effect from Ist January 1943.

. (1) Shillong
Rate of allowance
(a) Government servants drawing pay of Rs. 30 Rs.

or below 5 per mensem.

(6) Government servants drawing pay between

Rs. 31 and Rs. 80 inclusive 7 Ditto,
(¢) Government servants drawing pay between

Rs. 81 and Rs. 120 inclusive = .. 9 Ditto.

(i7) Rest of Assam

(@) Government servants drawing pay between :

Rs. 30 or below 4 Ditto.
(6) Government Servants drawing pay hetween

Rs. 31 and Rs, 60 inclusive 6 Ditto.
(¢) Governmeny servants druwing pay between

Rs 61 and Rs. 9¢ inclusive 8 Ditto.

* T}ns SCh(‘fm'e Is estimated to cost Trs.9,94. These new rates
commit tl};‘-"tC’PtV(‘J‘nmcnt to an extra expenditure of Trs.3,03 per
u 1t w

annum, as not possible to provide for this increase in
the Budget, as the decision was made after the Budget had been
framed. -

In COHCIUTOH I oﬂ‘c;r my grateful thanks to -Mr. Patton,
Mr Jones and the stafl of the Finance Department and also to
Mr. Dennehy, My

: I Ar. Mehta, Mr. Dhar and Mr. Phukan for the
assistance 1 received fyom them.

»

Adjournment

The Assembly was {hobyia 39 e 168 Tueh 4l 2. ».az,
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ACCOUNTS AND FINANCE ACCOUNTS

After lunch

Presentation of the Appropriation Accounts and Finance Acccunts
for the year 1941-42

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir,' 1 beg
to present the Auditor Generals’ Reports on the Appropriation Accounts and
Finance Accounts [or the year 1941-42,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The House will be able to discuss the
Reports on the Appropriation Accounts and Finance Accounts for the year
1941-42. Any hon. member who may like to speak may speak on the
subject.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, on other occasions
Accounts were first placed on the tables of the hon. members and on a
subsequent datc we discussed it,

So far as the 1911 Budget session was concerned, 1 1;-‘11'li|'l1[;u‘|}-' remems-
ber that it was discussed on sone other date.  Before, the ruling from the
Chair was that one should get the Report of the Public Accounts Clommittee
but this year, Sir, no Report has been placed  before us,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If the hon. member sces any difliculty
to discuss these Accounts then I am  disposed 1o give time.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL ‘MA'I'IN CHAUDHURI: [ have no
objection to the date of discussion being postponed to a later date. There
was no Public Accounts Committee during the suspension of the Con-

stitution. ) : s
i I:/l".r. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, may I know whether any

Committee was appointed by His Excellency or not ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: T cannol

ay off-hand.
7 Mr. BAIDYANATI N.IDOKER.IEE: Then, will the Hon’ble
Minister kindly enquire 2 If there was any Committee, will he kindly
supply us the Report of that Committee ? &

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: [ think, Sir, there was a Committee
and the Report should be furnished to us. A Committee was appointed by
His Excellency, the Governor,

" Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, we did not get any
Report. " '
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then, I think, the discussion can_ be
postponed. It will be taken up on a subsequent day and the date will be
fixed up in consultation with the Fon’ble the Premier.

Presentation of Notificaticns under Section 296 of the Assam
\ : Municipal Act, 1923

_ The Hom’ble Srijut MIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :
Sir, T beg to present the following *notifications under section 296 of the
Assam Municipal Act, 1923 :—

(7) N{)gt;i;cation No. L.M.L.-225/42/29, dated the 1st December,

*See Appendices ‘A’ and ‘“B".
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194; JLECTION OF MEMBER TO THE BENG
43} &4 ASSAM (A. B. AND E.B. ZONES) LOCAL
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

. 1s ccember
(if) Notification No. L.M.L.-225/42/30, dated the lst Decem
1942,

Election of a member to the Bengal and Assam Railway
(A. B. Zone) Local Advisory Committee

The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR Hl{?iﬁ?‘
CHAUDHURY : Sir, on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur i ‘bclt b
Sayidur Rahman, I beg to move that this Assembly do vl.vct one mem t i
the Bengal and Assam Railway (A. B. Zone) Local Advisory Commuittee
place of Maulavi Abdur Rahman. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is:

““I'hat this Assembly do clect one member to the Bengal ;u‘\d :\Ssun}
Railway (A. B. Zone) Local Advisory Committee in place of Maulavi
Abdur Rahman?'.

The question was put and adopted.

Election of a member to the Bengal “and Assam Railway
(E.B. Zone) Local Advisory Commitice

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURY : | beg to move that this Assembly do elect one member
to the Bengal and Assam Railway (Li. B. Zone) Local Advisory Committee
in place ol Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - The next motion moved IS

“'[‘hat‘ this Assembly do elect one member to the Bengal and Assam
Railway (E. B. Zone) Local Advisory Committee in place of Srijut Jogendra
Narayan Mandal.” : ¢ 2

The question was put and adopted.

The Hon’blp the SPEAKER: Under rules 1 and 2
procc:dul'c to be followed in holding such clections I i
day, the 15th March, 1043 (o, holding election to the
Railway Local Advisory Committee, hoth A. B, and I,
The voting will be in (he Committee Room No. II
Members are requested to observe strict secrecy.,

regarding the
X 2 to 4 p.M. on Mon-
Bengal and Assam
B. Zones separately.
between these hours.

Election of five members to the Central Text Book Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
Mudabbir Hussain C'rhaudhury may mo
Bahadur MaUI,aVI Sayidur Rahman.

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulayi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
pDHURY: Sir, I beg ¢ move that this Assembly do proceed to elect five
members to thc, Central. Tewr Book Committee.

The How’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is: <That this
Assembly do proceed to elect five members to the Central Text Book Com-

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi
ve on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan

mittee’’.

T he question Was put and adopted,
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Tha Hon’ble the SPEAKHR.: Under rules 1 and 2 regarding the
procedure to he followed in holding such election I fix 2 to 4 p . on Tues-
day, the 16th March, 1943, for holding the election. The voting will be
in the Committee Room No. I between these hours,

ELECTION OF .\H';.\IHI‘JRS\'II';J ',l'lll'l PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COM-
MITTEFE

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : Sir, | beg to
move that that this Ass mbly do clect seven members to the Public Accounts
Committee under rule 102 of the Assembly Rules for the year 1943.44.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is: ““TI'hat this
Assembly do clect seven members to the Public Accounts Committee under
rule 102 of the Assembly Rules for the year 1943-44."

The question was put and adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Under the rules, I hereby fix Thursday,
the 18th March, 1943, as the day from 2 p.m.—4 p.m. for holding the
election to the Public Accounts Committee, T'he voting will be in the Com-

mittee Room No. II between these hours,
The Assam Finance Bill, 1943

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I heg
(z) to introduce the Assam Finance Bill, 1943; and (if) to move that the Bill
be taken into consideration. The motion moved is: “That the

’ PEAKER : 1€ -
A.‘isar'rl'l‘hlgrﬁzgck}iﬁl t:,l‘ffmsbc taken into consideratuon. When  thére is no

debate over this question, I am Pu““'.‘-{‘}[lls to ll{'f ':‘(’:;’f;‘i , . ,
The question is: That the Assam Finance Bill, 1943 be taken into consi-

deration.
The question was adopted.

The Assam Bcveﬂ_uf__'l"ribunal Bill, 1941

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now the Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar
Ali to move.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: On be-
half of the Hon’ble Maulayi Munawwar Ali I beg to move t!lat the Assam
Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941, as reported by the Sclect Committee, be taken
into consideration.

7 Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Sir, I think, it is rather a contentious measure.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, it is a very contentious Bill,
Therefore the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge has got to deliver a speech and as
he is not here now we should wait for him. 1 therefore adjourn the HO.llsc
upto 2-45 p.m. ( The House was adjourned up to 2-45 p.M. )

After adjournment.

The Hon’bhle Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at
the very outset, I owe an apology to you that T could not be here when you
called upon me to move the Motion.
oy ;(Ie"he Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I hope that will not happen in
o iI‘he Hon’b‘:le Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: As a matter of fact,
OIr, 1 was b}lsy in the Upper Chamber in connection with a very important
ggztfi::iozf;tk;u:ﬁncss there. At the same time, I confess, Sir, I could not
Housfwouldatatl?e? sléofnvﬁﬂlflgxliff{wo“]d speed up so quickly, and the Upper

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well,
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The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1
IH"u to move that the I"_(‘!N‘IT of the Select Committee on the Assam Reve-
nuec I'ribunal Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. ¢

This Report has been with hon. Members for considerable length
of time and I need hardly dilate upon the various changes .that have been
made by the Sclect Committee, but may briefly state that in glalxsc 3 of th-f:
Bill, whereas in the original Bill the ‘I'ribunal is to consist of one n}cmbm,
three members have been suggested. This and the procedure of appointment
and the tenure of office, etc., suggested in the Report i11\°nl\'t"d the necessity
of the republication of the Bill as reported by that Committee, and this
was done. In the Schedule, the Select Committee suggested certain other
items to be included. These are the more important changes that have
been brought about in the Bill and these, along with other provisions of the
Bill are for consideration of the House now. As I have already requested,
I hope the hon. Members of the House will take the Select Committee’s
[{(‘])Ol't into their consideration now.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : MNotion moved is: ‘“That the Report
of the Sclect Committee on the Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941, be
taken into consideration.”

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : I have a preliminary point to raise in  con-
nection with this Bill, and that is to ask the Hon’ble Minister whether he is
vet in a position to advise the Members of this Assembly as to what constitu-
tes a revenue case. That was one of the knotty points which was presented
to the Select Committee. None of the advisers, who appeared beforé the
Select Committee. were in a position to say what was a revenue case; and
the suggestion was made that a reference be made to the Government of
India to secure their help in defining a revenue case. A further suggestion
was made that the Governments of Bombay and Central Provinces, who
have already Revenue T'ribunal, might also throw some light on this ques-
tion. May I ask, therefore, hefore any discussion takes place, whether the
Hon’ble Minister can enlighten me ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: What I have been
able to gather from the file, I may say that whatever information hon.
M -mbers want will be supplied during the consideration of the Bill when
it is considered clauge by clause. I do not think that is a question  which
will prevent a general discussion of the Bill as reported by the Select
Committec. It cannot hamper the discussion of the Bill in any way, I
submit. _Ihc Bill is there. What constitutes a revenue case and what does
not constitule & revenue case is a question of legal opinion. We shall have
to take Into OUr serious consideration any legal opinion that comes up to us
from time to ine. T think this should or can in no way hamper the
consideration of the Motion I have moved.

Mr. A. WH_ITTAKER :  This is a Revenue Tribunal Bill and its 6bject
is to set up machinery fo, considering revenue cases. I do suggest that it js
fairly important that we should know what a revenue case is and it is not a
question W_thh €an be shelved until we consider the Bill clause by clause.
If the Bill 1s to be discussed now in general terms, I suggest that the defini-
tion is an 1mmportant Preliminary to such a discussion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has stated that
this is a question of lega] opinion. In a Bill of this nature there should be a
definition as to what 2 revenue case is. Otherwise, many difficulties ma
arise when the Blll Will be passed into an Act and when that Act will be
put into operation. Wlth_ regard to Mr. Whltial_cer’s point, I may say that
during the course of the discussion of the clauses if any hon. member puts an
amendment to give the definition of a revenue case that can be done.
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While giving no definition Covernment has introduced a2 device of
giving illustrations in the Bill of what would be revenue cases. These
illustrations have been furnished in the schedule. The schedule does not
exhaust the whole number of revenue cases.  But | think the whole plan of
the Bill is that without giving any defimtion of a revenue case, there has been
given in the Bill a list of matters which may be considered revenue cases 1o
come within the jurisdiction of the Revenue Tribunal  The enumeration
may not be exhaustive,

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to take part in this
debate as the author of the only minute of dissent to this Bill. T would like
to get from the Government of Assam a statement of their opinion as to the
validity of the pnims dealt with in this minute of dissent. 1 hope that minute
the case clearly. My point is briefly that the Government of Assam

puts
up  amongst

during the course of many years of administration have built
their own Officers, a corps of persons with special qualifications and Hprt:i:ﬂ
revenue experience. [ think the proposal to restrict the Presidentship ol
this Tribunal to a non-oflicial will deprive the tax-payer of the value of that
experience. It is well known that the most important part of an 1.C.S.
Officer’s training is his revenue training and speaking for myself, 1 think the
most interesting work of all that falls to an 1.C.5. Ofhcer is concerned with
revenue and not with criminal cases. I would therefore suggest, Sir, that
anything which robs the province of that experience which after all we as
tax-payers have paid for, would be a mistake. | cl_n_ not think that it 18
necessary that the President shall always l{‘} an “”_"'lit_l or ‘lll.ll he  should
always be a non-official but I do suggest, Sir, that in times like the present
when the Permanent-Secttlement may be ""-"’;“"‘! and very drastically revised,
there will be a large range of revenue cascs 'E.l““l'{; ‘ for decision which are
not covered in the present schedule to this Bill. Those questions will be
new qucstion.t. and t}!cir solution w11.l require expert knm\'h:dgt:. At such a
time, I suggest that it V\'()ltjld b_rf d!rmral;}a that the  President should be an
official with revenue and judicial experience, at other times, when there are
no radical revenue changes impending, 1 donw’t think it is essential that an
official should be its President. | therefore suggest, Sir, that there is a force
in the views recorded in the minute of dissent and that  the proposal made
therein would be a help to Government. I suggest that the case for omitting
the words “shall be non-official” is a strong one now and is likely to be
stronger in the time when large changes in revenue administration and
legislation are engaging public attention. :

" The Hon’bhle Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am
grateful to the hon’ble Leader of the Planting Group for the SU”’gCSti’Dns he
has thrown out but, Sir, I mustsubmit to you that his cntircb'suggrcstiorl
has been built on hypothesis on the assumption of unsettlement of the
permanent settlement.  Sir, if and when that contingency may occur, it
will be, T think, possible for those that be in power to adopt means to cope
with the situation if one such arises and I should have nothing to say either
for or against the arguments in favour of unsettlement of the permancnt
settlement. That is not the question before the House and we do not know

when that contingency may occur. At any rate, I can assure our hon’ble

Friend Mr. Whittaker that the suggestions he has thrown out in this House,

will be considered by the Government.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That the Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941 as reported by the
Select Committee be taken into consideration.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Members wishing to tﬁblc '

amendments to the Assam Finance Bill, 1943 and to the Assam Revenue
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Tribunal Bill, 1941, will have to do so in both cases before 3 p. M. on or
before 18th March, 1943.

The hon. Members are aware that His Excellency, the Governor has
allotted some days on which the voting on Demands will be taken up. As
regards the time that will be allotted to cach of the Dmnand_s, 1 have
prepared a time-table and I would request the Leaders of the Parties to see
that time-table and suggest to me by to-morrow before 11 A. M. what altera-
tions, if any, are to be made in the time-table. The limc—tzlhk.‘. \\'ill.bc ava_il-
able at the office and the Leaders ol the Parties will be supplied with copies
of the same also.

Adjournment
%

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A. M. on Tuesday, the 9th

March, 1943.

SHILLONG, A. K. BARUA,
The 15t April 1943. Secretary, Legislati e Assembly, Assam.

APPENDIX A

The 1st December 1942,

No.LML.225/42/29.- -In excrecise of the powers conferred by section
296 of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923), as sub-
sequently amended, the Governor of Assam is pleased to make the
follov.-ing amendment in the rules published with Notification No. 1041-E.,
dated the 8th March 1924 :— y

AMENDMENT

AccouNT RULEs—PART 1
Substitute a comma for the full stop at the end of rule 20 at page 140 of
the Assam Municipal Manual and add the following :

“the liabilities being shown in a schedule in the following form :—

Schedule showing the liabilities

Actual outstand-| Probable lia- | Lkiabilities on | On what | Reasons How

ing on 1st bilities on J1st the date of account | for non- | proposed| Remarks
April of the March of the | submitting the payment | to be
current year current year draft budget met
1 2 & 4 5 6 7

Note.—The columns 1-3 should include without fail all suppliers’ and contractors’ bills
from the register of bills, all pay-bills outstanding for over one month and all bills for office
supplies or other c_Xpendlt.ure. The commitments should bhe stated in as many classes as
necessary, explanation against each class being entered m column 5,

S. L. MEHTA,
_ Secretary to the
Gout. of Assam in the Edn. & L.S.-G. Depits.
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APPENDIX B

The 1st December 1942,

No.LML.225/42/30.-—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 296
of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923), as subsequently
amended, the Governor of Assam is pleased to make the following amend-
ment in the rules published with Notification No. 6122-1..S <G, dated the

30th November 1925,
' AMENDMENT

Account RuUuLEs FOrR Sumart Towxs

Substitute a comma for the full stop after the word “sanction” in line 4
of rule 7 at page 308 of the Municipal Manual and add the following :-

““the liabilities being shown in a schedule as prescribed in rule 20 at
page 140 of the Assam Municipal Manual.”

S. L. MEHTA,
Secretary to the
Goul. of Assam in the Edp. & L.S.-G.” Deptts.
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