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Prot:eedings of the thirteenth Session of the First Assam Legisl;.ative Assembly,
assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in  the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 p.M., on Friday
the 26th November, 1943. :

PRESENT

; :l‘llc Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair ; the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and fifty Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Legislation r¢: Ghatua Dance

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :
*35. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the articles published
in the ‘Sylhet Chronicle’, dated the 19th October 1943, under caption (i) “Wanted a
drastic Legislation” and (iz) ‘A girl dressed and used as a Ghaiua boy” ?
(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state what steps they have taken or
intend to take to eradicate the evil ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
35. (a)—Government have seen the articles.

(6)—A report wil be obtained as to whether the position is se rife as to
demand special measure.

Re: Posts of Temporary Extra Assistant Commissioners

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN asked :
*36. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) What is the total number of temporary Extra Assistant Commissioners
recruited from among the members of the Bar during the Section 93
Administration ? :

(6) What is the total number of retired officers re-employed from among the
former holders of (i) listed posts and (i) from among those of the
Assam Civil Service ? . : s

(¢) What is the total number of posts of Additional temporary Extra Assis-
tant Commissioners appointed during the course of the current

ecar ? ;

(d) Wicther they are aware that at present there is no one from ayy,
Ahom Community holding any of these classes of tempora

(¢) If so, whether Government propose to consldFr the question of
ing Ahoms in any appointments of these or similar classes of

ong the
Iy posts ?
appoint-

Posts in
future ? -
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
36. (a)—Ten.
(6)—(1) four.
(12) four.

(¢c)—Seven. :

(d)—Yes. One of the temporary officers was an A
absorbed in a permanent post on probation.

(e)—Certainly ; this is always done.

hom, but he has since been
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Sriijut ROHINI KUMAR CI—IAUDHURI - May I know what will be the
g L = - . e = 5
tenure g)f office of these temporary Extra Assistant Commussioncrs LA T sei GER
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL L - ‘1_10‘ c} :
certain - Sir. about their tenure of office, but their period of scrvice has been extende
3 3
5 s’géﬂ??g}é{ﬁ?ﬁi KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is there any pl'npt\n‘.’il I"::n.- _L’::rmin;uion
of the g}]:rvicc; of thoze lawyers who are now working as u-mpu'rl;ul-yf\ : h;}.\.i.\ S 3
Thia Hoﬁ’blc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 0, Sir, not yet.

Public Works Department Subdivisional Office, Habiganj

&%%UI?:; AIPs)Ii)tUa%"a(I‘,{tél'ilt\dr%({in{tilsgcgr;vcrnmcrxt have (lc«;?d(-rl Ul)[~ ill'«:f:}.‘%lh_'r tlu:_olﬁc_c
of the 'Public Works Department Subdivisional office from abigan) to Maulvi-
gl b If h he reasons for so doing ? .

E‘)) Is ?f;‘é;ttﬁ;i :}:(L,r:-: h alhrcady an office of the Public Works Dcpart-
ment Subdivisional office at Maulvibazar ?

. y ‘oreional oflice 13 going to be es =
lished ? (d) Isita fact that at Maulvibazar a Divisiona g e estab
ished 7

Vel P a faCt b U‘ ‘ 2. 8 t 1Crn IJUUII‘.‘E].I' 4 ()I I‘,l_ w
fa[‘ r 1b -

y ’ or ]. ﬂi o o 1 1 ¥
(f) 1Is it a fact that at Habiganj there is alrcady a good office building for
Subdivisional Officer’s office ?

(g) Isit a fact that the Habigan] public is strongly opposed Lo the idea of
transfer of thjs office :fm e

. T rive  up
office fro (h) If so, do Government proposc 0 g

m Habiganj ? . RAHMAN replied :
T7he Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR porary one o

the idea of 'CMoving this

e i = ly temmn o pene(l f
- (@) & (p)—: i division is a Pure : it TE or
the purpose of () g i, onal projects required by, the military, “ang s
Su division will 11:: (ﬁo;::lt as gloon as this work has been comp
C)— . = ;' =k
‘Sd))'—“gzz provided the Defence authorities sanction certain  projects,
>

© (e)—No I
o 1 ce at Habiganj. i b
( (J; ))—ECI&Z)ere éf only a te’:gfcrirgt (;f?varc that lthLi is (1)::13{/ O‘E,“ (ﬁgﬁi&liposgion to
A Measure which 12 nec et 27 ditiously dealing with work B Gr Y impegpe
ich is necessary for expe esent Habigan) al viba

zar S
r ub-
nment see no reason why the P

- . A as was the cag :
division : Subdivision as € previ

S to onc ous
_ to 10th D Ot amalgamated eventually n

cCember 1943, questions Were tabled dig

aulay; : these el not the
an’blc N?;;;;&BDUR RAH‘MANi Slréic;ncr with rcgard to the transfer of {he subdj.
vision ter consult with the ques

SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir, 1 p.4 2,

19th November last, and in viey of the

L : )
dlscussignHo,n ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi 5 :
wi : d, and if possible we wi]) retaiy,

Suggcstion h the hon tioner on the e

ns m 1. question X : re-cxarmmin

the subdwisio;rlxdetby;gm ﬂ.m matter is bAInE
1ganj.

ta.l‘re >
pﬁ‘ t and ansngi?tmn No. 38 standing in
the question ¢ hizsg € questioner as W€
e

half were absent.)

t
+35 ]?AIDY Improvement of Ca
- (a

*39. (a) Wif?%&TH MOOKERJEE asktc‘ic: the steps they have taken to improve
the cattle position ofc:;rl(‘-rnmc?t be pleased to rsh?cattle Shd milch cows? '
) Are Gov:r:]i’:r?w?ccj bmilhla)iorn%lk and milk products 1n the Province are
becoming scarce and very dzgr?aware

of Maulavi Mabarak Alj ¢ net

ame a5 e
the n Member who was authorised tq put

Il as the

tie
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The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied: 1 ) .

39. (a)—The usual activities of the Live-Stock section of the Agricultural Depar;;
ment continue as before. No special war time activities have been un‘dcrtal':t’:n._l 5
scheme for maintenance of the goat populdtion and subsidising the feeding of mi cd
cattle was included in the Grow More Food estimates for 1943-44 but was not acccpgeh
by the Government of India. The province cannot finance such a scheme whic

requires about 15 lakhs of rupees without the assistance of the Government of India.
(b)—Yes.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Are Government aware that the ‘cgttle of the
Province are becoming scarce because of the large demand by the Military !

r_r},“‘; Hon’ble Mr. NABA KU MAR DUTTA : We have taken strong measures
prohibiting slaughter of milch cattle and working bullocks below the age of 10.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Ts it a fact that the price of cattle has gone up
very high ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Yes, Sir, in some parts of the
Province.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is it not universal throughout the whole
Province ?

The Hon’ble Mr.
report to that effect.,
the Province.

NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Government have received no
As far as our report goes the price has gone up in some parts of

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: In this connection do Government propose to

extend the activities of the Veterinary Department for improving the cattle stock of
the Province ?

The Hon’ble Mry. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: The Veterinary Department alyvays
takes prompt dction whenever cattle diseases break out in any part of the Province.
Government are also taking steps for the proper maintenance of the livestock of the
Province. g
.. Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Referring to (), do Government propose
taking any steps to so allocate milk supplies, or attempt to regulate the milk supplies
of the Province, so that the needs of the Military may not overlap the needs of the civil
Population, as at the moment there is a very great danger of the civil population going
short arising from the fact that the Military individually buy milk whereas, as we all
know, they are supplied with rations of milk of various kinds, and therefore need no
more ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: In some parts of the Province, as
for instance Dibrugarh, the District Magistrate fixed the price of milk, but the milk
disappcared from the market. These are the difficulties. However, the suggestions of
the hon. Member will be remembered by the Government.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Ts it not a fact that field assi

; 5 stants were very
much useful in coping with epidemic in cattle diseascs :

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Do Government propoge tq improve the
cattle position of the Province in any way they think fit within the TCSourccsp at etheir
disposal ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: We have bee

: A N trying to improve
the quality of cattle by good breeding and placing good bulls i they in%criors of the
Province.
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. Mr. .BA]_D}’H4"I‘QTH‘;!OOKLRJEL' How many such bulls have been placed

é/’ Ieprermment in the interior ?
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : I want notice of that question, Sir,

Re: Security Prisoners

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*40. Will Government be pleased to state—

A (a) The names and home districts of the Security Prisoners of the Province
and the names of Jails where each of them has now been detained ?CL

ames of those Security Prisoners who have been granted an allow

(b) The n
ance and the amount of such allowance granted to cach of them
month 7. ' per
(c) The reasons as to why all the Security Prisoners have not been gra
ted monthly allowance according to their status and past c-,:trning;: ;n-

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd :
40. (a)-—-—Govcrn}'nent do not consider that it would be in accordance with t} .
public interest to publish the names or location of security prisoners. e |
b)—For the same reason Government are not prepared to give the na
Prisoners to whom family and personal allowances have “been Rois '$5
been sanctioned to 73 persons, of whom 54 are in receipt nig l"{lt s
ersonal allowances in 21 cases) and 19 of personal ?lllnw‘;::ég;

of Security
Allowances have
allowances (with p

only.

X ¢)—It is the policy of Government to make such allowances accordin
proved necessity only. Somc prisopers have not yet asked for allowances, s?n t?
applications are under investigation, and some prisoners who have asked for allowan g
have been shown not to be in need of them. Government have however ap ances
in consultation with the Central Government the expenditure of Rs. 5 per mOIltlll I?)I;?\{;_d
Jail Authorities on the personal needs of prisoners who are not in receipt of pri e
funds and who have not been sanctioned a specific higher personal allowance. private

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Did not Government publish the p
of those detenus to whom allowance was granted in reply to some questions in th:rlt::;i

Session of the Assembly 7 .
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : T do not remem

ber it, Sir.
B’abu RABINDRA NATH ADITYAi Is there any change in the situation ¢
justify the contention that names arc not disclosed in public interest ? 2
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That is Goverp
ment opinion, Sir. 3
TSIr)ijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is not this House entitled to kng
his Assembly have been detained as Security Prisoners ? !

which of the Members of this Assem!
Tne Hon’ble Maulavi .Squxd Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Ido not kneow
whether the House hasa right to know. If a question is put I shall give the

numbers. :

+Stijut ROHINI KUMAR _CI—I{\UDHURI: Not the names ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I said ‘numbers?
ATH ADITYA : Did Government take into consideration

Babu RABINDRA NAI :
the present scale of rise in prices with regard to thc_- allowances that were already

granted ? ;
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD -SAADULLA: Yes, Sir, in
certain cases I have reviewed the allowances and increased them. d
pricc?a:»’bu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Isitin proportion to the scale of rise in
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL .
: W LA: Of .
not proportionate to the scale of rise in prices. Increase has been granted' ?gu::‘iitgi;f

CAaSscs.

T Speech not corrected by the hon. Member.
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Bab: RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Do Government think that the
allowances granted are suflicient to maintain the families of the prisoners ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In many cases
Deputy Commissioner recommended less amount but I have increased them.

7Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are Government prepared to give
the names of the Members of Legislative Assembly who are Security Prisoners now ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Government
cannot make any distinction between Members of the Legislature who are unfortunately
detained as Security Prisoners and other Security Prisoners. ;

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: May I know why permission was
refused to some student prisoners of the Sylhet Jail last year to appear at the University
Examination while similar facilities were granted to the student prisoners of the Silchar
Jail and of Bengal Jails ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: This is an
entirely new question. '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Yes, the question does not arise.

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: This question arises because the Hon'ble

Premier has said that he does not like to make any difference between classes of
prisoners.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In regard to what?

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Regarding facilities granted to prisoners.

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In respect of what matter ?

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Members of Legislative Assembly pri-
soners and non-Members of Legislative Assembly.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well. The hon. Member may put his
question. ‘ z - :

TMr. BAIDYANATH L\'IOOKERJEE: What is the reason for making such
differences ? Some students of the Sylhet Jail were not allowed to appear whereas those
in other jails were allowed.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I want notice of
the question.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will Government consider the petitions
of those students who want to sit for examination this year ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: This is a ques-
tion of policy which cannot be discussed or decided in reply to a question.

Re Srijut Deheswar Sarma, M.L.A.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked : ‘

*41. (a) Will Government be pleased to state why Srijut pebGS\\'ar Sarma, M.L.A.,
Chiel Whip of the Assembly Congress Party, has been transferred from Jorhat Jail to
Maulvibazar Jail ? s ; ;

(6) Isit a fact that he is kecping véry indifferent health now ¢
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid SirpM:ijg A}I(/IMAD SAADULLA replied :
41. (a)—DBecause of the objectionable pmpagandist activity in which he js report-
ed to have indulged in Jorhat Jail. ) :
(b)—Government have enquired into the complaints about this trangfey and
have been given no ground for thinking that he is in indifferent l}ealth. They
still considering where he should be accommodated in future, and will - asce
ther the suggestion has any foundation. PR -

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is not a district jail a safer place ¢ siop
propagandist activity than a subdivisional jail ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sicr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: This aeqin is
a question of opinion. I am not prepared to reply to it. But the question hether
Srijut Debeswar Sarma should be removed from the sub-jail of Maulavibazar to a
bigger one is under my consideration. I have received a letter from the hon. Member
himself. He does not complain of any indifference of health.-

are
rtain whe-

T Speeches not corrected by the hon. Members concerned,
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fSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: What class of prisoner heis ? Is

he No. I or No. II ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: He is No. I.

fSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUOHURI: Is he getting facilities of No. I in

the Malvibazar jail ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: He is given a
part of the hospital. b ays £

tBabu DAKSHINA RAI JAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Isit not a sort of

el

solitary confinement : o
The Hon’ble Maulavi
with my hon. Friend. ’ : E
tSrijut ROHINI KUM.A_R. CHAUDHURI: What is the nature of propaganda
he has carried in the Jorhat jail ? = |
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I do not think
this question arises. ) - |
+Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is it healthy for a

healthy man ? Ty R
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It is not

unhealthy. i : :
+Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Why Maulvibazar of all places has been

selected ? o
Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SADDAULLA : It was done

The
by the Inspcctor-(;'cncral of Prisons.
#Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Who reported against Srijut

Debeswar Sarma ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi
authorities in Jorhat. .
- TSrijut R}C))HINIH‘KUI:}/IAR CHAUDHURI: Were these allegations enquired
i b ; ‘ble-officer™s .. - . . L
=30 T}};: lggg’r?jslle Maulavi Sa1y1f(%l' Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The Jail Supe-

i ‘s o very responsible ofhicer.

rmtcal{lg;;fll;—)f;éﬁgﬁﬂqg RANJAN ks gHALIJDHL}iRI : Is it not a fact that in
: i diseases, patients are remove to the other room in the hospital ?
cqscsjg}f;;ofg;il%?es Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T am not aware
of that. My Friend comes from Maulvlbazar. Perhaps he knows Maulvibazar Jail
better ‘thaln ymyself- 11 I know 1s t]'lat an extra room has been converted into a room
to be used for the hon. Member of this House.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I visited the jail. 1
am aT_]'azill)Eisitor There are two rooms 17 télc hOS[f).iclial. One of which is meant for
vontagious patients. Once there Watshinot?;lr :;I;lrf].o ysentery in the Maulvibazar jail

d i d to be removed to
and a patient ha Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is under the

The Hon’ble Maulavi :
same roof but there is O connecting door.
NJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Yes.

tBabu DAKSHINA RA
$Mr. BAIDY ANATH MOOKERJEE : Do not  Government think that
even if a.healthy man is kep hich is adjacent to a sick room he will feel

unhealth d sick ?
y and sic Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid
RA NATH DEV: What action Government took against

TBabu NIREND :
officers of the Jorhat Jail for allowing Mr. Sarma to do propaganda work in

the jail ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
removed from the centre of activity.

aiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA : I will not agree

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The jail

t in a room w

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : He has been

1 Speeches not corrected by the hon. Members concerned,
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TBabu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Is there any arrangements for indoor
games in the Maulvibazar Jail ? FERe
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUDL{\ ‘\AVI'\IF. s
TBabu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: 1 0
take steps to transfer him ? |
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 have already

i L 1 LIoN Vs beswar Sarma and I
replied. I have received a letter of complaint from Srjut Debesy
have taken action on it.

Re Estates under the Court of Wards.
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV arked:
42. Will Government be pleased to state— . y
(a) Whether the Courll: of Wards has passed orders for the mcremfr;t of
allowances of the Wards of each estate under thCi}' m]an?gen;eliln \.r'iew
(b) If not, whether Government propose to increase t'heu':)a] owances
of the present abnormal rise in the cost of living ? B
(¢) Whether it is a fact that the percentage of rent realisation Dy :ﬁies o
has increased since the rise of prices of agricultural comn_lg lt va;"ds
(d) Whether Government propose to decreasc the amount ]3211 ?0\
repayment of loan so long as normal conditions do not revive f s
(¢) Whether it is a fact that oftlicers working) under the Court of War
have been allowed dearness allowance ! h "
(/) Whether Government propose to bring all Khamar Iarnds olp the Wards
Estates under direct cultivation by the Court of V\Ell‘dh : o
&) If not, whether Government propose to return DnlI Khamar lands to
the Wards for direct cultivation by themselves :
lglc(l_lmfblc Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
- (@)—No general order has been issued. . .
(b)‘“lzlcrcasc& ot% alln(:xl-;lr:::c}s] }:als?cbeen sanctioned in certain cases recommended
by local officers but some estates are not in a financial condition to admit of increas-
ed allowances.

. . in all.
(¢)— Increases have been recorded in some estates but not

(d)—No.,
(f )—No.

(g)—Government will consider this.

UNSTARRED QUESTION S

s table
(To which written answers were laid on the )

Re Maulvibazar Municipality

Maulavi ABDUL AZ1Z asked : g
51. Will G leased to state— s o : ;
(a) Whether 1t o fao thas the Maulvibazar Municip g Gtz iz
. on 12th May 1942 adopted a resolution for appros § Lovernment fo
a loa .8,000 ? . ’
(6) The g:glgirRosf correspondence made by the Board up to date in Connection
with the said loan ? ! . 2
(¢) The I‘CaSO(I:]S for Government’s refusal of the S-mdql'oz‘m‘ ' ?
(d) The Municipality’s outstanding arrears and liabilities to date ¢ .
(¢) Whether Government are aware that arrangement for better water
supply, communications, conservancy and drainage is required in the
town of Maulvibazar ?

1 Spe;:ches not corrected by the hon. Members concerned.
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(f) Whether Government propose now to reconsider their previous decision
about the loan ?

Whether any extra grant will be made to the Board for » Militz o o
) ik Buard?; e » the Board for the Military use of
(#) The compensatory grant made to the Board for Channighat ferry for the
years 1940-41, 1941-42 and 1942-43 and the sale proceeds of the said
ferry for the said ycas ?
(i) The annual communication grants for
the Srimangal Town Committec ?
) The number of mileage of road maintained by both these I.ocal Bodies ?
(k) Whether it is a fzmt_ t_hat the communication grant for the I\’I:uli\-'il)a.?qr
Municipal Board is insufficient ? e
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :
51.(a)—Yes.
(b)—Six letters—three through the Deputy Commissioner and three dire
addressed by the hon. Member as Chairman of the Board, =
(¢)—Reasons advanced were not in conformity with the provisions of the Loeal
Authorities Loans Rules. ;
(d)——lnformation is being collected.
(¢)-——Why in Maulvibazar, “better”’
everywhere.
(f)—Only if the Board comes up

(g

the Maulvibazar Municipality and

arrangements in such matters arc welcome
through the proper channel and groundg

justify.

- (g)—The matter is engaging the attention of the Government.

h)—
( X)’cars Compensatory Sale proceeds
grant
Rs. Rs.
1940-41 1,847 2,500
1941-42 ... 1,847 2,400
1942-43 740 # 600 #(from lst April 1942 to 30
' June 1942 only). g

(7) — Maulvibazar—Rs.950.

Srimangal—Rs.1,780.
(j)—-—Maulvibazar——&S?: miles plus 37 miles of bridle paths.

Srimangal~3']7 miles. ' ' e ) )
(k}—-—Government will examine this at the time of distribution of the grant fo,

t . . : .
% nﬁau}igﬁ ABDUL AZIZ: Sir, the reply to question No. 51( f ) 1is ‘only if the
channel and grounds justfy’. May T know

Board comes up through the proper
r channel’ ?

ti ant by ‘prop¢
what is meant B L HIRENDRA GHANDRA GHAKRAVARTY :  The proper
channel means that the petition should be sent to Government through the Deputy
Com missioner.

Maulavi ABDUL AZEZ:I ? 2 S
the grounds that will justily a loan rom Government !

g'I‘hve Hon’ble S‘]rijutYHIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : I think,
hon. Member himself knows what are the proper grounds for taking a loan-
from the Government. The hon Member himself 1s the Chairman and a lawyer

and as such it is not necessary for me to tell him what are the proper grounds for

taking a loan from Government.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know who is t

aaulvibazar Municipal Board ?
 The Fouble Sjut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : The Chair-

manI& :ﬂgvi KBBbailzﬁzhlflunimpality is the hon. questioner himself.

; arr:a.rs e AR s fZR If the Municipal Board, Sir, has got an outstand-

e of R5.8,000 and if its liability is lesser than that, can the

Board in that case expect a loan from Government ?

May I know from the Hon’ble Minister what are

he Chairman of the



-
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The Hon'ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I don’t
know, Sir, what is his exact question. However I take that he wants to say
that the financial position of the Board is bad and that is why the Chairman
applied for a loan. I admit that his statement is correct but the loan application
1510t in conformity with the rules under which the Government can grant loan.

Maulavi ABDUL AZ17 - I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister that if
the outstanding arrears of the Board amount to Rs. 8,000 and if the liability of
‘ the Boar( amounts to a lesser amount, then can the Board expect to have ‘a loan
from the Government ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: No, Sir.
“dnn’t think, this can be argued as a ground for granting a loan to ”}‘E Board.
The loan cannot be granted against the provisions of the Local Authorities Loan

1' Rules

Purchase of paddy from Habiganj subdivision by Messrs. Ispahani and
Company {
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV asked: npyns e
52. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether Habiganj subdivision is a
surplus ayey ?

(8) Isita fact that Messrs: Ispahani and Company have taken away 25,000
maunds of paddy from Habiganj subdivision since after reimposition of the ban in
August 1943 » ) : .

fe) I 56 bt wikre the prices offered by the said Company at the time
of purchase ?

(d) Do Government contemplate permitting further large scale export from
the subdivision ?

The }—{‘-)“’bltt I\'Iallla\'i Sili}'itl Sir hIL}H‘Al\II\IAD.SAADULLx\ l‘L‘plicd:
. 92 (”)'“‘NO!'!II(I“)’ it is slightly surplus but rice situation depends on the condi-
tion of the different crops in the various parts ol the subduvision.
(b)—No.
(¢,—~Does not arise.
(d)—No.
Sugarcandy Factory at Nowgong

Khan _Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN asked :

53. Will ' . e b pe
overnment be pleased to state '
(@) Whether they are };wat‘c that Debendra Nath Ghose of Haborgaon town

in the district of Nowgong had a factory for manufacturing sugar-
- candy ? : e : 2
( (b) If so, why the supply of sugar has been withheld from him recently ?

() Whether ‘Government arc aware that the dealers sell sugarcandy at
Rs.2-8 to Rs.3 per seer in the present markets (;f Nowgong ?
() Whether Government propose to control. 1‘ts }'311“61‘._ T
(¢) Whether Government propose to set apart a particular quota of sugay
for the said manufacture ? _ A
(/) Whether it is a [act that this matter was 1?1“093?'- to the notice of Govern .
ment by the questioner by a dcx;m—o[ﬁc‘lal letter dated the 23rd
October 1943, addressed to the Secretary, Suppl}' DCPartment,
Assam ?
. -1 tak hat letter ?
(g) If so, what action has been taken on t ;
Fhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA repioq .
53. (a)—Government were not aware of the existence of g
Khan Sahil mentioned it in his letter dated 23rd October 1943
(6)~—This is due to the inadequacy of sugar allotment,
(¢)—No. J - o .
(d)—The consumption of the stuff'is not much ‘0 Justify control,
(¢)—-No. No sugar can be issued for such purposes without o permit from
the Sugar Controller.

.
'

uch g factory yntil
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(f)—Yes.
(g)—This has
reply by now.

Re Deviraj Singh, an ex-Pay-Havildar of Karimganj

been replied and the hon. Member has perhaps received the

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:
§4. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that one Deviraj Singh, an ex-Pay-Havildar of
Karimganj submitted several petitions commencing from October, 1941

to the Inspector General of Police, the Chicel Sceretary and His

Excellency the Governor of Assam, alleging that he and his nephew

were assaulted and his properties were looted by the people ‘Jl"‘\illélkh--ll

Tea Estate within Hailakandi Subdivision ? ‘ :

(b) Whether it is a fact that the said Deviraj Singh also alleged that his nephew

Mahadev Singh who was seriously wounded and taken to ;\itl;lkh':l
Garden Hospital for treatment did not return and is still untraced ?

(¢) Wh(.:thcr;‘, any enquiry was made into the allegations made in his D;‘li-
tion : i

(d) If so, who made the enquiry and with what result ?

(¢) Whether the result of the enquiry was communicated  to the petitioner

concerned ?
(/) It not, why not ?
(z) Whether Government considered the allegations made by the petitioner
and also his grievances against the local police and the Subdivisiona)
Officer, Hailakandi ? ‘
(k) If so, what steps were taken to ensure a fair encuiry ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
54. (a)—The date given is inaccurate. Deviraj Singh and his son submitted some
3 or 4 petitions to various authorities from March 1941 onwards. oA
b)—Yes, it was s0 alleged in his petition.

(c)—Yes.

(d)—-—Enquiries were made by a Sub-Inspector, an Inspector and a Depuyt
Superintendent of Police at different times. ‘They reported that the allegations W(_'r}:
false and vexatious and one officer recommended his prosccution for false report, 4

(e)—Yes, the result of enquiry was communicated to the petitioner, Deviraj

Singh. .
(f )—Does not arise. ] ‘ - :
(g)—The hon. Member 1s ?cferrcd to the reply given in question No. 54(q)

The allegations of the petitioner received very full attention f{rom the local officers, =
(h)—Does not arise. ' _

Srijut «ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, the reply to question No. 54(q)

is that “enquiries werc made by 2 Sub-Inspcctor, an Inspector and a Deputy
Superintendent of Police at different tmes. They reported tI_lat the allegations
ded his prosecution for falsc report.”

were false and vexatious and on¢ officer recommen
ctually prosecuted as recommended.

May I know whether he was a .
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, the allegation is that the nephew
of Deviraj Singh has not returned home and remains still untraced. May 1 know
what was the Police report about this man ?

. The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: " The_ report
avocat’ion_ > an is not untraced ; in fact he is still there and carrymg on his usual
Babu RABI
The Hon’hI]iDI;,IA I;IA:TH_%LDITYA: Where, Sir ?
in the locality where hzuu?;r& %glﬁ:db‘?:ifg MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : He 1is present
re.
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Government Employees’ Co-operative Store at Maulvibazar
Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ asked : :

55. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The share capital of the Government Employees’ Co-operative Store at
Maulvibazar and the amount received by sale of commodities by the
said Co-operative Store since its start till the last audit by the Govern-
ment Auditor ?

(b) The names of members of the Managing Committee of the said Co-opera-
tive Store ?

(¢) How many bags of (i) sugar (i7) flour and (ii7) Atta and how many tins
ol kerosene were sold by the said Store since its start till last audit ?

(d) The net profit made by the said Store till the last audit ?

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA replied :
55. (a) —Rs.580-0-0 ; Rs.8,175-10-9. Ty
(b)—1. Maulavi S. Islam Chowdhury, Subdivisional Officer.
2. Mr. B. L. Sen, Extra Assistant Commissioner.
3. Babu K. K. Chowdhury, Sub-Deputy Collector.
1. Babu Jamini Kumar Bhattacharjee.
5. Maulavi A. Zahir.
6. Babu Gurudas Purkayastha. .
7. Babu Kamini Kumar Bhattacharjee.
8. Srijut K. C. Kataki.
9. Maulavi A. Manaf.
10. Dr. A. Zaman Chowdhury.
11. Maulavi A. Rahim Khan.
(€)—(i) 49 bags of sugar, (i) 4 bags of flour and (#7) 73 bags of Atta and 116
tins of kerosene. '
(d)—Rs. 695-11-0.

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: Sir, with regard to (@) 4he question is “will Goyern.
ment be pleased to state the share capital of the Government Employees’ Co-opera-
tive Store at Maulvibazar and the amount received by sale of commodities by the
said Co-operative Store since its start till the last audit by the Government Auditoy >

The reply to this question is that the share capital is Rs.580 and the amount
received by the sale of commodities is Rs.8,175-10-9. May I know whether these
figures are correct ?

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: The commodities are pur-
chased from time to time f{rom the sale proceeds and that is why the amount of sale
Proceeds appears to be so high.

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: Then Sir, the reply to question No. 55(d) is that the
profit is Rs.695-11-0. Is it correct, Sir ? -

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: We have got not
about profit so long the controlled commodities are sold at controlled rates,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that the Government Epy 6 >
Co-operative Stores in each of the Subdivisional Headquarters recejve P VA

; : . preferential
treatment over the other private Co-operative Stores ? ]

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Thatis a new question. Sir

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: How can that be a new question, Siyr 5 xe .M
Question is a very simple one as to whether the Government Employees’ Co-oy o
Stores get preferential treatment from the Government, in matters of supply Perative

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: The set of questiong bef :
relates to one particular Co-operative Store, and his one is a questiq Ctore us

& n of policy,
B Hamidabad Islamic Intermediate College ok
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:

56. (@) Will Government be pleased to state the total numpey .
mediate Colleges in the Province ? of Islamic Inter-

(b)- Are Government aware that an Islamic I-ntermed‘
started at Hamidabad ? late College has been

hing to say
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(¢) Tsit a fact that the said Hamidabad Islamic Intermediate College is the
only one institution of its kind in the Province ?

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received any
representation regarding the grant of financial aid to the said College ? :

(¢) If so, what action has been taken on that r<:prv5unt::ti0h ?

7 ). Do (}()V(:rnxx}’cnt propose to sanction suitable recurring and non-recurring

grants to the said College :
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAY

56. (a)—None.

IDUR RAHMAN replied :

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Yes.

(d)—Yes, in the form of a resolution of a public meeting held under the
presidentship of the same hon. Member.

(¢)—Tt is under the consideration of the Government now.

(f —The matter will be considered in due course.
Goalpara Government High English School

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

57. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Srijut Dhirendralal Das, a teacher of the Goalpara Government
High English School, was deputed to Teachers’ Training College at
Shillong and Maulavi Safiur Rahman was appointed to act as Assis-
tant Master against the vacancy caused by that deputation by the
Director of Publi¢ Instruction in his Notification No.363-A, dated the

10th July 1943 ?
(b)) Whether the said Maulavi Safiur Rahman joined his acting appointment
on 29th July 1943 ?
al No.19614, dated the 26th August 1943, from the

(¢) Whether by Demi-offici
office of the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle, Maulavi Safiur
Rahman was ordered to continue in the deputation vacancy till April
3

1944 ?

Lether it is a fact that Maulavi Safiur Rahman was relieved on 28y
by the Head Master of the Goalpara GOVCTnmcn:
and was not allowed to join his post on the re-
after the Puja Holidays ?

(d) WI
September 1943,

High English School |
opening day ol the school,

(e) If so, why ? . _
Maulavi Safiur Rahman represented the above facts to the

(f) Whether _ above
Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Clircle, by a petition ?
If so, whether any action has been taken in the matter

(k) If not, why not ? .
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
57. (a)—Yes. ‘

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Yes.

(d)—Yes. : ]

(e)—Because the deputation 0
for unavoidable reasons.

f Srijut Dhirendra Lal Das had to be cancelled

(f)—Yes. : h
. (g —Yes. Maulavi Safiur Rahman has been given another temporary
appomtment.
(k)—Does not arise.
ot Re Srijut Debeswar Sarma, M.L.A. -
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI asked :
58. (a) Isit a fact that Srijut Debeswar Sarma, M.L.A., has lately been transferred
to Maulvibazar Jail ? 2 i

(b) If so, do Government pr ; s i s Bush olans ThT
in district headquarters of the Asszng F{?;?léi lE-,;‘;:nflc.ve him to any o jails
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
58 (a)—Yes. Low
1b)—Government are discussing with the Inspector General of Prisons the most

suitable jail in which to place him. i

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, when we can
expect a decision on this point ? Y : }

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sometime after
the Session. : 3 '

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is it immediately after the Session,
Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It may take

about a week or about ten days after the Session.

Re Srijut Debeswar Sarma, M.L.A.

Srijut RAM NATH DAS asked :
59. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) Whether itis a fact that Srijut Debeswar Sarma, M.L A., since his transfer
from the Jorhat Jail to Maulvibazar Jail has been losing his weight ?
(6) Whether it is a fact that he is not keeping well there ?
(¢) 1f so, whether Government propose to re-transfer him to the Jorhat Jail
or to some other district jail of Assam ?
(d) The reasons for transferring Srijut Debeswar Sarma from the Jorhat Jail to
the Maulvibazar Jail ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
59. (a) and (b).—Government have had no indications to this effect.
(¢)—Does not arise.
(d)—Because of the reports received of his propaganda activity in Jorhat Jail .
Re Political Prisoners

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:
60. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The result of the enquiry, promised by the Hnn’blq Minister-in-
Home Department in reply to unstarred question No. 46 d
last Budget Session of the Assembly, 1943, regarding the Srant of
allowance to the mother of Radha Ranjan De, a SECurity prisoner
now detained in Sylhet Jail ? X 2
() Whether any allowance has since been given to the mother
Ranjan De ?

charge of
uring the

of Radha

(¢) Whether Government have ascertained the factsphat the said Radha
Ranjan De was in the employ of B;abu Karuna Sindhy ROy, a1 5
as his Secretary, before his arrest : 0

(d) Whether Government have ascertained from  the communjsg Leade
the Province that he was and still is an Anti-Fageig Gommﬁnigi
worker ? : ;

(¢) Whether Government propose to T ele_zlllse him a{‘}d _other
prisoners to allow them to work in viliage areas for Imbujy
with the spirit of defence against any Japanese aggreggio,

61. Will Government be pleased to lay on _tl:e table a statement ShO\-Ni

(@) The names of convicted political prisoners Now placeq j,, diff‘el.ng-_‘ 4
Assam in connection with the last political Movemeny. °nt Jails of
cases ? ] - ! ] 2 Or in  other

(6) The names of dctamegl poh_t;cal prisoners now placeq & ety . .
Assam, in connection with the last political Moveme Erem. Jails of
cases ? ) i b it d ne or “in‘%other
names of prisoners who have been interned ip - y

i Thiast political movement or in other cases ? Conncctlop with  the

COmmynjge
g the People
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(d) T'he names of persons who have been externed in connection  with the

last political movement or in other cascs !
(¢) The names of persons against whormn warrants have been hanging and who
have not yet been arrested in conne tion with the last puljmﬂrll Move-
ment or in other cases ? ;
(f) The names of persons against whom cases have
with the last political movement or in other cases
62. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the reason why the following prisoners
are either detained, or interned or externed, or convicted o1 arrested or under

warrant :— L ) )
(1) Probhodanda Kar, f_2‘.' Asutosh Sen, (3) Manik Chaudhury, (4) Rajendra
Nanda, (5) _A(:lill’llya I,lmll:u_:hur}_r:l: ’.6/ Nibaran Dutta, (7) Jiten Sarma,

(8) Radha I:{Em.lﬂ“ BDe, . (9) M:’"'.If‘_i’:'nlur, (10) Dhiren Dutia, (11) Jagat
Bhatta, (12} I?'_U'u Barthakur, ”‘-‘5) Nilmani Barthakur, (11) Profulla Goswami,
(15) Ramesh Sarm:‘th,'(fﬁ) A.””” Das Gupta, (17) Pabitra Roy, (18) Benoy
Chakravarty, (19). Susil Das Gupta, (20) Ajoy Bhattacharya, (21) Sashindra
9) Barin Dutta, (23) Manindra Roy, (24) Jajneswar  Das, 25)

{910

been pending in connection

PDutta, | ; Qgiers

Nikhifcndu 3\“1111"?1, (26)- Digen Das Gupta, (27) Sukumar Nandi, (28) Gopen

Deb, (29) Tarapada Bhattacharya, (30) Mohitosh Purkaystha, (31) Gopen
49y Kedarnath Barthakur, (33) Sadhu Singh ?

7 v 1 ey M *
Vf:l]r:y Committee, Communist
aforesaid prisoners are  Com-

Roy, /
(b Isit a

Party of India; has
munists ! ; will N nat
. f the aforesaid persons ?
cases of release © |

5 (d) If not, why not ?

63. Will Government be pleased to state —
i Kedar Barthakur with another of his companion was arrested on

fact that the Secretary, Surma
informed Government that the

please state whether Government have considered

Wh : :
(“) t}?c 9th August 1943 at Nazira ?
) Whether Government are awarc that the Communists ol the Province
made strenuous cfforts to stop demonstrations, Hartal, etec., in various
: places on the 9th August 1943 ? ’
( Whetlier Government are aware that Kedar Nath Barthakur and his
(¢) companion are Communists ?
e t be pleased to state —
' CJUVernIFICf’] 2 ! .
64 Wlll‘thther it is a fact that Sashanka Sekhar Ghosh and Hareswar Goswamj
() the two convicted political prisoners now in Sylhet Jail, have clmngeci
¢heir opinions and have become Anti-Fascists ? '
) If so whether Government proposc to release them ?
2
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:
fied that the case warranted the grant ol an

The HO“’bIC
60. (a)_.—ThOUg

allowance at the pub!

‘her.
- soner’s MOt
for the prise ated above, Rs. 25 per month.

s st
(:21:;3[ fg’ r?aport further, if necessary.
ks b-BE::Eu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: May I know,
ance will be given ? e |
i Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1 am sorry, Sir,

nble Maulav .
rhe Ho ¢ the file with me, but if I remember aright the allowance will be given

not go

h not altogether satis

ic expense, Government have sanctioned a maintenance allowance

The Deputy Commissioner

Sir, from what date the allow-

I‘ h%\\i’:eks or two months after his detention.
b :
5k pabu K ARUNA SINDHU ROY: May I know why he should not be given
[lowance from the date of his arrest ?
= e T
The Hon’ble M'a?iﬂt ii‘!‘d Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : In reply-to a
not g1Ve ons for Government’s decision in this matter.

23
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

(¢)—Government are informed that Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy paid the
prisoner at Rs. 25 per month until the latter was convicted in January 1941. When he
was released alter his sentence of one year’s rigorous imprisonment he remained out
of employ until his detention in September 1942,

f

(d)~—Government have been so informed.
(e)—The cases of all security prisoners are under review.

61 and 62. (a) —Government regret that they are unable to enter into detailed
discussion cither in respect of convicted persons or of security prisoners.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, question No.61 has not been
answercd.  The question was “‘will Government be p_lcnscd to lay on the table a
statement showing the names of convicted political prisoners now placed in different
Jails of Assam™ 2 We find that the names have not been mentioned here. So Sir,
question No.61 has not been answered.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Salyid Sir v.\-IUHAM.\-I:\I') SAADULLA: Sir, this
morning in reply to a starred question I have already replied that it is not within
the pul)lic itlt('!'("sl to give out the names ; so we have not given
here. : :

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is it the decision with regard to
political prisoners only or with regard to all classes of prisoners ?

The i’]():f])lc ;\I‘.lllld\'i S‘ll\l(l Sil' I\IUI‘I‘AI\[\I:\D S;‘\ADULL.“\:
regard to political prisoners only.

Srijut R()HINJ KUMAR GHAU_DI'IURI:. Is it not a denial 9{ the rights
of this House not to get certain information regarding the names of the prisoners ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It depends on the discretion of the Government
to. decide what information they can give, and what they cannot. If there be any
information which touches the privileges of the House, then of course it becomes a
different mattey

Srijut  ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir, whether ip
future these questions are to be disallowed by the Chair ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Questions are allowed by the Speaker, but it
entirely depends on the discretion of the Government to reply or not to reply to
the questions

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If Government refuses
answer then are we helpless ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am also helpless.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
(h)—Yes. .
(¢)-—As already stated, Governiment have the cases of detenus under review
Opportunity was given in September 1942 to all the persons who  were under other
forms of restriction to give an unqualified ] undertaking that they would Oppose ap
activity in pursuance of ti:e Civil Disobedience programme. Two only were Prepareq
to give such an undertaking and their restriction orders were withdrawn
(d)—Does not arise. i fop :
63. (a)—Government understand that Kedar Bartha Ur was arrested fgp breach
of orders under the Defence of India Rules ; they have no information regardin 1(1:
companion. - : , : ] g hus
(h)—Government derive their evidence o '-Flthat PoInt  almost entirely f
i : 7 Ia . eS, £ ~ e A rom
;:‘hc statements of the Communisis themsclves 1€y  are Prepared to acczpt £ e
act. . .
(¢)——Government have no 11}f0t‘11"1auo_n.
64. (a)-—Government have no information.
. ; not commit themselves s
(b)-—~Government cannot elves to a decision ot the et ki
ment of any person as to his opinicns,

the names

It is with

to give
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Adjournment Motion r¢: the order depriving the relations of Mr. Gopinath
Bardoloi, M.L.A., a prisoner at Gauhati Jail, of the privileges of
interviewing him.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the
House to move—

“That this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definitc matter of urgent
public importance and of recent occurrence, viz., the order depriving the relations
of Mr, Gopinath Bardoloi, I\/I.L..A., I.t!fl(!l’:i’ UI'LI_J(: (,‘rn_lgr:.-s; A's‘scmbly Party and
now a prisoner at Gauhati Jail, of the privileges of interviewing him.” -

Sir, I must thank the Hon’ble Primme Minister for his kind nr_rlv.-r of transferring
Mr. Bardoloi from the Jorhat Jail to the Gauvhati Jail on g;'mu‘lds of health. He wag
particularly brought to Gauhati so that his own physician might attend him and also
that his relations might enquire about his health and may give such assistance as ig
possible and allowable from outside the Jail. But, Sir, by a curious order which
has been passed either by the jail authorities, (the Supc:'n.ntcntlvnt of Jail is supposed
to be a responsible officer), or by the district authorities that such mterviews will
have to be held in the presence of a Criminal Investigation Department Assistant Sub-
Inspector. Now, Sir, the ‘rul(':s as far as I could understand, :1.11(.1 as lar as it was
elucidated on the floor of this House by the Hon’ble Prime Minister l'umsulf‘was
that an interview with a sccurity prisoner must be held in presence cither of the
Deputy Commissioner or the _Supcrin.tcnc.l(-x-lt of Police. As a matter of fact, when
I was kindly granted permission to interview with Ml_*. ]3;;:119]01 in Jorhat Jail the
interview was held in the presence of .thc Deputy Commissioner, Sibsagar. Now there
cannot be much serious objection, if exigencies of circumstances require, lh;u._an in-
terview should take place in the presence. of a high an.d ,-(.spcc_tal._wlc: oflicer of equal
status but it is ridiculous that an Assistant .Su.h—lnsp(:ctor ol the Crm_'u-nal Investigation
Department ,or for the matter of that a :SuIJ-IQ_Spf:ctor must be present \\'!1(‘11 an in-
terview is given cither to his w:f’q or a relation.  So practlcal]y_ Mr. Bardoloi has been
denied an interview with his relation IJcc:tpsc Mr. Ba:fl(?101 wouId not Jike
to have interview in such circumstances as such officer may rcpoz_% all s‘orts of things and
the result will be an aspersion, a reflection on_the C:ondu'f:.t_ of a pcfjm} of high socia]
position like Mr. Bardoloi or Mrs. Bardoloi. 1’11(:_1‘0{0!‘0, bli; lhlS_ ordet’is tantamount
to a denial of a privilege which the rules allow. This is a matter of recent occurrence,
Sir, because, Mr. Bardoloi was recently transferred to Gauhati Jail and the first oppoy.

tunity of interview occurred in the last week...
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: When did the hon. Member come to know of

his Et)srj'ut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Only yesterday, Sir.
Thi Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir. T thank Mr Chaudhuri for the kind 'comp.hmcnts that he hfis paid me for
g ferring Mr ‘Bardoloi to Gauhati Jail in spite of the policy of Government thay
trans errm% i .1ocalitY should not be kept in the local jail. In this matter the
Leac}crs 2 tm him for his insistence that Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi must be transferred
credétﬁ_f’;ts. Oail for treatment of his eye troubles by h'is own family physmlal_l, Dr.
-‘tlghubzgcswlaerarua, who was at one time a security prisoner, but on humanitarian

1 i i ients I he cleased him.
derat for the safety of his patients I had re d b _ .
conslTire l(ggiernment haﬁ not passed any order restricting Mr. Gopinath Bordoloi’s

: v D 3 -2 i =
interviews in any way. As a matter of fact, Sir, the Provincial Government of

Assam has gone much further than most other provinces as wcl_[ as th(; Central Go-
ers. It was in the interest of the

vernment in matters of interviews by security prisoners. v . >
public in general that orders were passed that such 1interviews must be in the pre-
sence of responsible Government officers. The orders, if any, according to the word-
ings of the Adjournment Motjon, is supposed to have been passed by the Jail Autho-
rities or by some other authorities. But now it appears from the statement of my .
Friend, Mr. Chaudhuri, that there was no denial of interview by any express order
either of Government or of Jail authorities. At the insistence on the part of the Jail
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Superintendent or the Jailor himself that a Criminal Investigation Dcpartmeqt
Assistant Sub-Inspector should be present, Mr. Bardoloi thought it much beneath his
dlgnity to interview his own relations. 1 will look into this matter, Sir, and.so i'a'r
as Mr. Bardoloi is concerned, I will insist that the Deputy Commissioner or if he is
out on tour the Extra Assistant Commissioner-in-charge or the Superintendent of
Police or the Additional Superintendent of Police be present. :

I have got absolutely no information except what my Friend places before the
House. I think, Sir, with this my hon. Friend, the Mover, will be satisfied. The
way in which I have treated Mr. Bardoloi is on account of his personal relation
with me and also because of his status of being the Leader of the Opposition. v

_ Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : May I request the Hon’ble Prime
Inister to communicate this decision by wire to the Deputy Commissioner because
the health of Mr. Bardoloi is so bad that he requires immediate attention ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The position is
Sir, that my Friend has made certain allegations. I am notin a position to say
Whether they are correct or not. I will have to ask the Deputy Commissioner to
I'€port on what has been stated by Mr. Chaudhuri in this House and what
he hag got to say in reply and at the same time I will tell him that during inter-
view with Mr. Bardoloi, the Deputy Commissioner or Senior Extra Assistant Commis-
sioner or the Superintendent of Police or the Additional Superintendent of Police
must be present and not a Criminal Investigation Department Sub-Inspector.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am very thankful to the Hon’ble
Prime Minister, Sir. I do not wish to press the Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: As the leave is not
for me to decide whether the Motion is in order or not.

this,

pressed, it is not necessary

The Assam Hindu Women’s.Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural
Land) Bill, 1943,

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAG
that the Assamn Hindu Women’
Bill, 1943 (introduced in and
conlidcra.tion. ]

Sir, in urging upon this House to accept the Bill, as passed by our Elders, I would
like to remind the House that the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act, 1937, as
amended by the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Amendment) Act, 1938, was
passed by the Central Legislature and was designed to give the Hindu widows better
rights with respect to Property of all classes. The Hindu Women’s Rights to Propcrty
Act, 1937, was sponsored by Dr. G.V. Deshmukh of Bombay in the Central
I,egISIEtllvc i:x}fsembly and this’ measure was considered to be one badly needed and
Dr. Deshmukh at that time earped the gratitude of the Hindu women all over Indij,
In the following year the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Amcndmcnt) Act.
1938, was brought to the Statute Book and this Act was piloted by Sir, N. N. Sir ct,
the then Law Member of the Government of India. The Amending Act was deg; $a0 a
TAPEDS cxtef{ld the Scope of the Deshmukh Act but to correct a mistake. that T Signed
R e orig}nal Act. S1r,_this Act, the Hindu Women’s Rights to Propert A:malned
meant to give @ Hindu widow the right to share in the estate of hey hqu;’ dC_t, was
of the existence of sons, grand-sons, or great-grand-sons 3 prev; 1d 1n spite
Sassing of this Act, excluded her from inheritance. But, Sir, the Fat h 10Us to the
Women’s Rights to Propc-rty Act received the assent of the Governor G at thuf. Hmd}l
1937 made + world of difference. This House knows that the pow eneral in April
Agricyltural 1land devolved upon the Provincial Legislature on and fcl' to legislate on

937 when Part III of the Government of India Act, 1935, came into Tom the 1st April

dely,, - receipt of .the assent to the Act by only a fortn; > Operation. So this
ay in the 3 : y rtmight resulted in cro ping
Up of , great question which was ultimately refe P

erred in 1941 to the Federal Court,

OHAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg to move
s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural Land)
passed by the Assam Legislative Council) be taken into
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rt construed th)c Wf)rd ‘property’ in the Act to mean ‘non-agricultural
Provinces. Sir, the Government of India, early in
mittee, known as the Rau Committee, to inquire and

report on the various questions affecting the rights of Hindu women in 1ndia. Thi
Rau Committee in July 1941 submitted a report and they, along with L m T'his
recommended that para]lcl_ legislation for agricultural land should be in'“-oduec(i‘tl_crs,
the Provincial Legislatures 1n order to give the Hindu widows thosec better rights s
were sought so be given in the original Act of the Central I‘C‘w'ishturi b'lfhat
had also prcparcd and .app::ndcd a draft of a Bill to their Report o bt d;"'lf hey
designed to operate with restrospective effect and validate transactions tln‘t b
entered into on the strength of the Act of the Central Legislature. Sir .thc ‘ e
Bill was exactly the draft l.hat was prepared by the Rau Committee for. Jth(- )rpr(_:scnt
and in several oftithesprovinces. 0 the meanwhile this Bill has been cnnctc(il rivmc(‘-s
Province my hon- 1‘.r1cnc! Srijut Satyendra Mohon Lahiri of Gauhati, whose ]{Osmn this
a jurist in this Province 1s very \_f-rcll-kn()Wn to the Members of this House, had o

the Assam Legislative Conucil and the Council was p]cas(;d o 1223;

sored this Bill in = ]
it. In an agrwh!ttn‘al Province like Assam the necessity for such a Bill may not Le ov
cmphasiscd. Wwith these few words, Sir, I beg the House to accept the Bill. e

The Hon’bie the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
«That the Assam Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural

Land) Bill, 1943 (i’ntroduccd in and passed by the Assam Legislative Council) be taken

into Considcration’ X
UPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, I am really obliged to my ho
¥ n.

The Hon’ble Srijut R ‘
Friend Srijut Buragohain for moving this Motion for consideration of this impo
subject. While this n the Upper House I took the attituc{{e r:?:}li

Bill was discussed 1

the Bill be first circulat(_’—d for cliciting public opinion. But the veteran representatj

of that House representing the Hindu community were very much keen and p:twcs
for the speedier passage O el

f the Bill.
Now 2as rcgards the nec€ssity for bringing this Bill here in Assam it has b

sufﬁcli\icr);tly stated by my hon. Friend and I necd not add anything further. s been very

He has also referred to the Rau Committee which sat for preparing such -
and the Bill Wthh was SPOUSOTCd ])y Mr. I ahiri in the Uppcr House and whic 1: Bill
before the House is just the same as was drafted by the Rau Committee. now

A h itati h hout India for havi
here has been really much agitation throug ] aving such

. htsut’otfﬁc Hindu women. We reccived a representation from the ScCrctaiy Eftt;cr
rights Conference for bringing such a legislation here in Assam as wt lllc
also feel that Hindu WOI:':eI;

. men’s
All-Inch]a Wo ve every sympathy for this Bill and I
Personally indicated in this Bill. This is a matter affecting

b propr?rty, as.1 ;
should ha;f;r :omrnuth: especially the Hindu community. And for this reason I

hat it would be better to circulate it for public opinion

And this hon. Cou
property’ in the Governors’
the year 1941, constituted a com

tter right to

a Pa_rticu H t
o U er ousc
thought I?hits ‘;_IOJJ,};’ I do not find that any of the hon. Members is coming forward
Here, 11 on this Bill. Sir, if this is decided by the House that the Hindto
st person to stand in its way. A Cop:;

: inion 4
express an OPInIOn L o right, I shall be the la .
ich was prepared by the Rau Committec was sent to this Goverp

o ra : i i s z
ic:}:ebit o the Scction 03 Administration intervened and mnothing could be dop
ffice when we were considctinc

during that eriod. Then a_fter assumption of our ollic 1en
w‘;:;:'l?er wep should bring 1n such a legislation Mr, Lahiri in the Upper House
brought this Bill and this is exactly the same that was drafted by the Rau Committee,

will the Hon’ble Minister please

NI KUMAR CHAUDHURI.

_ Srijut RO i called the Hi P Bill
explain why this ;11 is called the Hindu women’s Rights to roperty Bill though ¢
Bill has been really given to the Hindu widows ? o

benefit of this

The Hon’ble
Women’s rights to property Act, which has been passe

distinct]y stated that the intercst known as Hindu women’s €sta

Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA. Under the provisions of the Hindy
d by the Central Legislature it jg

te is limited,




1943] DISCUSSION RE: FOOD SITUATION IN THE PROVINCE 909

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am now putting the question to the House. The
question is 1—

““ That the Assam Hindu Women’s rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural
_Land) Bill, 1943 (introduced in and passed by the Assam Legislative Council) be taken
mto consideration.”

The question was adopted. B

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Consideration clause by clause of this Bill will be
taken up on the 30th of November next. The last date for tabling amendments 1s
today.

Discussion re food situation in the Province

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Further discussion of the *Motions on the food
situation in the Province is to begin now.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is no doubt that
the problem relating to the supplies of foodstuffs such as rice, dal, salt, sugar, atta,
mustard oil, etc., and other necessaries of life, namely, coal, wood-fuel, kerosene oil and
cloth, cte.. is a very difficult and complicated one for the simple reason that there is an
acute shortage of these goods brought about by the war and loss of Burma. Of all these,
the rice problem is the problem of all problems without which we cannot go on for a
single day. For the last two seSsions we are all crying lloflrsc and requesting Government
to tackle this problem in right earnest in co-operation with the public. But, Sir, to what
effect ? To find out the real position, so far production of paddy in our Province is
concerned, I would urge upon_thc Government to open registers in \"illages thl‘ough-
out the entire Province with a view to record the real and actual production and the
need of the Province accc_)fdmg to population. If this work cannot be done by the ex-
isting Government machinery, I would request the Government to employ necessary
men required for the purpose. If figures are collected according to (a), (b), (¢) and (d)
columns of my suggestion No. 15 Govcrnmc.nt will casxly be in a position to find out
whether our Province is a surplus or a deficit one. During the last Budget Session the
Hon’ble Premier wanted to prove that our Province was a surplus one. Myself rely-
ing on the Government pul?hcatlons pro_ved that the Province was not a surplus one.
So far as the Surma Valley is concerned it was stated by the Government that the figures
were collected on the population basis. Sir, you can well understand how far this
kind of statement should be or could be relied upon. :

*1. Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY to move :—
¢¢ That this Assembly do proceed to consider the food situation of the Province >,
2. Maulavi ABUUL BARI CHAUDHURY

Maulavi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED . to move i—

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN l ; : B 3
«¢ That this Assembly is of opinion that the extremely grave situation arising out o
'agz of food-stuffs ang the abr?orma.l prices thereofs in the Province be taken into COnSidC[‘fi‘lt;::: e
Short-; Mzaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN to move :— 1
¢« That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government (l)f Asmm. do constitute a special Co .
members consisting of officials and non-officials, with non—oﬂlctal‘ma_lnrity to be norr;' mmittee
ment to draw up a definite programme to deal with the economic and food inated by

d to regulate the supply policy *’. problems of {he
BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE to move:

of seven
the Govern
Province an

4, Mr.

¢ aking thctftgo
tackle the present.
Qo ot e following meas diately througl

. dos o5'i iately throughout the Prov; .
registers in villages immediately g € Irovince wil i

na (fl) Ei'i’ g&fi&atgr, (b) the area of his land Ln_ideti pacl_dy -cultwauon, () mt;laq‘::—xrt itlo 1-?c0rcl (a) Ithf:
halr‘TrQ + dc ﬂ(d') aumber of members of dependents in the family of each Lo Ol joropawicH

csted,

or below and above 12
Yearg of age 5€pamt‘31y' w and above

od situation into consideration this Assembly is of opinion 1}
od situation and to improve the economic condition of the
ures amongst others at once :—

1at in gpq

- Cr to i
Province the effectively

overnment

cultivat
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'ble Premier has boldly and with pride stated that.

our Province is a surplus one though he admitted that his statistics are not accu-
rate. My hon. Friend Mr. Wittaker, the leader of thc European Group, has
also criticised me following the suit of the Hon’ble Prime Minister because I had the
audacity to say that this Province is a deficit one. I have no_intention to enter into
the intricacies of figures this time as it was not liked by the Hon’ble Prime Minister
and Mr. Whittaker, but I shall only cite two. pdssages from two publications one by the
Agriculture Department of the Assam Government and the other by the Department of
Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, India, dated 10th March 1943. Sir, it is known

d as the Grow-More-Food Compaign day.

to you perhaps that 15th June 1943 was declare
s held in the town of Sylhet on that day andiour Hon. Friend Mr. Munais

A meeting wa e 4

aar Ali, Revenue and Forest Mlmstcr, .prcs:dcd over that meeting. Here is a poster

which was hung on the wall of the meeting hall. (A poster in Bengali was shown to the

___-—-—'—'—_-__-__'_—_ |
actual surplus, if any, and to allow

prevent export from the Province before knowing the

910

Sir, this time also the Hon

(2) To
inter-district export of foodgrains within the Province.

(3) To
(4) To prevent profiteering by all possible severest means.

pursue vigorous anti-hoarding drive.

(5) The Grow More-Food Campaign be properly handled by an expert and qualified officer.
(6) To set up Regional Food Advisory Boards throughout the Province to regulate the production
supply and price. ]

(7) To introduce rotation ¢

ake adequate arrangements for suppli
bl

ards throughout the Province.

es of all kinds of essential food-stuffs and other

(8) To maxs
necessaries of life.

5. Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURGOHAIN to move:

g original Motion (i.ei No.1) the following be

Al
I

LstEE Province’ at the end of the
added :- - '

and that Ehe Assc-mbly is of opinion that the Government do t
measures without delay *

(a) Introduction o
n of price of all essential

ake the following amongst other

f rationing all over the Province including the rural areas ; and
Y 2

food-stuffs including miik, meat, eggs and fish

(b) Fixatio
Babu NIRENDRA NALH -DER tomoves
6, bBa 4 ! 5 ;
¢That after the word «province’ at the end of the original Motion (i.e. No.l.) the following be
[ a A
added— gsembly i of opinion that the Government of Assam do refrain from making aay
2 2 .~

¢and that this j;ddy on their own account’.

rchases of rice or P
7 Srijut SURENDRA NATH

ginal Motion (i.e., No.3.) the follo

BURAGOHAIN to move:

pu
wing be substituted.
i ini am do set up a Standing C :
Assembly 18 of opinion that the Government of Assam ¢ ding Committ
«‘Thartng:;s of the Assam Legislature, five to be elected from this House, one to be nominated E;
of seven Mement from among the Members of the Legislative Con}nml and the Minister-in-charge ¢f
RGOV to advise the Government from time ‘to time on problems and poljcy

¢ as its Chairman, _
iggx?gt::iﬁita civil supply of the Province.”

4. Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY to move:
ccpfter the word ‘Guverament’ in the fourth line (i.e. of

«That for the ori

Motion No.3) the following shall be addeq .

¢and to be taken from all parties of the Province”’
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House). You will find in it that under the head ‘“Production of foodstuffs in Assam’—
‘Assam’s khadya drabya uipadan’—

Rice—425 lac maunds.

Tite 4i%T ¥37 AivT—oates

Dal—7 lac maundss BioA—83¢ FF T4 BISH—8 @R &F T

Molasses—11 lac maunds. i Sl b
Requirement— L1 R LTS S & 2o

Rice—452 lac maunds. 7 (TR T () o o8

»”

Dal—18 lac maunds.
Molasses—14 lac maunds.

a2 BI8a 2 AF T4, ©fF O TF T4 QR 8T

Balancﬁl_-c(._;g; e idaunds o =% T4 qifEe TRre Wier | IS 3ifEm 230w

' Dfal‘ 11 }a(c maunds. [ G9F FIF I | A {9 qF Ffaats
Molasses—3 lac maunds TAT Gigs Py TeAlwa F%94 |

comes from outside. Import has been practically stopped at present. To remove the
scarcity of foodstuffs grow more food.”

I am sorry, Sir, my Friend the Hon’ble
over that meeting is now absent, it would have been better if he had been
present here now. Another thing, how our suggestions are respected or cared for by
Government will be proved by the number of Ministers now present in this House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am in
charge. I have taken full note of what my hon.' Friend has said.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Exactly so, Sir. It would have been better
if all other Hon’ble Ministers would have been present in this House. Their callous-
ness is conspicuous by their absence.

Now, Sir, whom am I to believe ?

The Hon’ble Premier or my hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker or the A
ment of the Government? Sir, 1 shall be obliged if the Hon’ble Prime
us on this point, i.e., what the Government has to say to this ? Who is responsible for
the bluff ? I want a straight answer from the Hon’ble Prime Minister. Sir, I crave your
indulgence o that you may please see that this poster forms part of th

i b R e proceedings.
As regards other publication, Sir, it will be found on p

| fou page 1 of the Report of the
Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, India, dated March 10, 1943,

that.

Revenue Minister who presided

griculture Depart-
Minister enlightens

Rice Crop 1942-43,
Assam area 50,83,000 acres
yield 16,22,000 tons,
yield per acre 715 1bs.
On page 2 of the above mentioned statistics you will find the average outturn for
the Province is estimated at 81 per cent. of the normal which is the same as that of last
ear. i
z On page 5 you will find
1942-43,
Assam total (Autum

: n, Winter and Summer crop)—50,83,000 acres
Previous year, i.¢. ’

1941-42—49,59,000 acres. Average of preced;
53,11,000 acres. Increase in the curr::nt year (1942-43) over prcvioEs Ing 5 years—

but dccreas'e ir“l the current year (1942-43) over 'avel‘age 0{‘ preced.yeal‘ (1941"42) 2‘5
On page 6 it will be found ¢

. o lng 5 Yea‘l‘ . 4_
hat yield total Assam 1942-43 is 1 69 9 sis 4-3.
1,57,3q0 tons. Average of preceding 5 yearsis 17,59,000 tons. That i’s igctons, 1941-42 is
cent. 11 1942-43 over 1941-42 but decrease in 1942-43 E

ease of 3,1
. over th - .1 per
5 years is 7°8 per cent. Now, Sir, it is up to the Hon’ble Membefs. 2::}?; age of preceding

are to believe and whether the area under paddy cultivatig ch statement they

; : : : n .

]y increased. Lhese are most simple and plain figures, | 21:;1 Production haye real-
Mr Whittaker is absent. Otherwise he would have ng difficult sory my Friend
=3 n;edlcss for me to say that he won’t challenge me, Y to follow me. So, it
i

“R.A.PALMER : On a point of information S:
’ ,If inakc out that the statistics are wrong or that t}’u?lrl')r{fv:ﬁhe Hon’ble Member try-
i Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Statistics are quiltHCelis a deficit one ?P
vince is, as I said, not a surplus one. e all right and the Pro-
Sir, about a couple of years before the war w
ment they took up the question of food and em
tacl > - %he most vital problem which

as declared by the British Gover-
ployed thousands of new hands for |
has faced the world with the commencement

e il o y
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of 51 . P . : :

& g:c::tag.rit:}r, s:j) far as my information gocs, about 36,000 cmployees are engaged
t in today to make the food policy of the British Gove s

ful. 1If the figures are collected according to my suggestion, the G(c,,tf;;“““'-m *will be
X‘tf_a poiltxoq to know at the first instan_cc the actual pnsitir,in of a ]);{:-lllil:;‘{:;;t . ‘:Yll;l.] ,}).U
ter keeping th_c necessary quantity of paddy for the family of the .-
concerned the f:ultlvator should be allowed to dispose of his surplus to hi, ]L, ltd](‘n]llvz_ttor
bours. In this way after meeting the needs of all the inhabitants of’-s beririr netgs
age up till the next harvesting season, if any surplus is available it(:;}E:'nlulcu}ar i
next vﬂ]ag? which may be found to be a deficit one. Then after In(’:ctitllr )11}] ( g0 fothg
of all the villages under a thana the surplus, if any, should go to the !jn(v e e
f9und to be in deficit and then the surplus should go to the subdivision and f:m.Sl- Lh:?“'a
sion to anpthcr subdivision, if I:ound to be in deficit.  In this way t}u-‘n--l] ml_’-’ ‘t’ubd“""
district will be found out and if any district is found to be in deficit ;;]qi('l‘(. tI]):J?]lt,“‘m of a
the surplus district should mect the demands of the deficit district nearb fl 1“”“"(:C
th-e requirement of all the districts in the ’rovince is met and if any sur )h};s ]”l( th_n
will be our mor.al.duty to send that surplus to other Provinces where tlll(-y 1:’ b
need of it. This is the only means by which real surplus or deficit of a i’:-u‘v?ﬁ(f('.] ’:':al
; e as a

whole can be ascertained. Moreover, in my opinion, some reserve should be kept for
There is no denying the fact that

the emergency, viz., greater military projects, etc.
usual expectation.  The weather

we have got last three crops better than our
has been very much merciful to us and we have lost practically nothing due to flood or

any other na.}tural calamities rather we have been favoured with most suitable ¢ .
tions for getting good crops. No body knows what would be the fate of the next (?nr_h-
The rc:al surplus may be found out in the way suggested by me but there is ano:fm Yol 4
of finding our surplus—of course unreal—I mean the man—made surplus. If peo rl way
not and cannof taks their full meals daily due to scarcity and high prices, f‘-&lur-;ﬁ ¢ do
the end of the year it will be found that actually even in deficit areas there ar:: y at
stocks. The prices of rice and paddy rose to such a height sometime during the Cui?-?ﬁ

it was bayond the capacity of about 80 per cent. of the population to have
There were several cases of rice and

year that
their usual daily meals of normal years.
paddy looting in the district of Sylhet. Many people~—though very little in cor
‘ster Province—Bengal—died of mal-nutrition and stzu"vationUI]}1~
two meals a day and there a:é

arison to our sl
Many peopie even now cannot take
al a day and the cases of even not

this Province.
many more who cannot have a full square me
having a single meal a day are not insignificant. Under these circumstances, if at the
close of the year we€ find that in some places there are some stocks and if we
ump to the conclusion that these are real surplus it will be a great mistake on
ur part.

Sir, the Hon’ble Premier said the other day that during the period when there
vas no ban for about two months a large quantity of rice and paddy was export-

I am pleased to inform  the

the Surma Valley; but, Sir,
he appeal of the Hon’ble Premier

.d to Bengal from
Jon’ble Premier and the Hon’ble House that t
o the effect that the people should not sell rice to the outsiders and that the public
hould make propaganda for the same purpose p_roduccd the desired effect.  Though
here were some exports yet it was nothing in comparison to our anticipation.
Jere, Sir, we find a golitary instance where the Hon’ble Premicr gave the
ight lead at the right time and . he deserves our thanks. I wish he gave such
at the right moment.
d as the problem does

ead to all our just and neglected causes
Sir, the matter is far too serious. No time can be waste _pro
Hon’ble Premier is delaying

Lot brook delay. I do not really understand why our
to get us-out of our not insuperable difficulties. He may perhaps fully follow in the
of his colleagues, wash his hands of the problem and leave it to the much
dium for the mistakes

foot-steps
and unfortunate permanent officials who alone take the o
e credit that comes. In

maligned and u
o e the Ministers try to gather with both of their hands th
ds—*“Workings of one .or two cylinder$ will not do, all the ten cyl-
achinery’”’. Govern-

ment M .
Transport difficulty is

Mr. Whittaker’s wor
d work for the efficient running of the Govern
t controlled the price

;inders should W : A
ment should gve their pointed attention to the transport affair.
a very great extent for .our miseries. ‘I'he Governmen

pegponsible to
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of rice and paddy in a gradual lowering of prices by fixing the maximum price but did
not pay any heed to the anti-hoarding drive in co-operation with the public. No
price control policy can combat the greedy operations of the black market unless
Government with _public support ensure supply in the towns as well as in the
villages. There can be no doubt that high prices brought money to the peasants and
some who had sufficient land to grow or sufficient money to purchase paddy
beyond their own family requirements cleared their pecuniary obligations includ-
ing rent and the more substantial farmers have made fortunes .and invested
their savings in buying more land.  In determining the limits of maximum prices,
the legitimate interest of the growers of food, who had to pay high prices for other
necessaries of life, must be protected. But regard must be had to the interesi:_of the
consumers as well who are landless or practically landless, whose small holdings did not,
and could not, produce suflicient crop and who had to buy and shall have to buy
paddy and rice. Regard must also be had to the fact that while the prices of other
commodities have increased four times, the price level of paddy and rice increased
from eight to ten times. At the same time, the wages in many places in the Mufassil
had only doubled or trebled; the reason was that except the big farmers who had pros-
pered and a few contractors who had money, other employers of labour, principally
the middle class employers, their income remaining stationary, are now worse off, for
they could not afford to engage servants or daily labourers on the corresponding high
wages. " . s 3
The price control policy was justifiable. 1t would be however calamitous for the
producers of foodg_r;}ms if the actual price fall dqwn rnuch_ below the standard of prices
for other commodities, or much below the maximum price fixed. It would be wrong
to suppose that only tou"m-pcoplc suffered from high prices of paddy and rice. In
the villages also it will be found that only big farmers and landlords, who had got sufli-
cient paddy from bhagidars and bargadars, had a stock of paddy. Their number would
not be more than 10 per cent.; others including peasants with small holdings had to
purchase rice at high price and their income being limited and uncertain they are
all, high and low, .iving a precarious existence, having half a meal with m}c’me
got by selling their cattle, utensils, ornaments, land and even standing crop. The proccs}s’
of impovmls.hmcnt of the peasant class has been steady though slaw, their holdines
being subdivided by the growth of population, by inheritance and sale, so that th 2
holdings are not sufficient to employ them and the produce, not sufficient to maint i
them, with .thc result that the number of landless, or practically landless people iy
growing, while only a few people are increasing the area of their holdings. The F;e 2o
distress Is aggravating and accelerating the process. The village economy cannoi3 thsent
fore be negiccted_. Though there may not be actual starvation and death from t s
tion on a very wide scale except at Baniachong, where the people are hal Seonvay
with insufficient ri i af starvin
L t rice, dal, fish and necessary vegetables—for available v
being sold for rice—the effect of the price control has been ic eget_ables QEe
: ; practically ni] j
v:llages. Many people there are not aware of the existence or purport of I the
and in many places paddy and rice are being openly sold at higher prices A o orey
time ban on the export of rice and paddy to Bengal has tended to Iower' b t the same
of the attempt to smuggling. Itis also doubtful if smuggling has Prices in spite
revented. SU?PiCiOns are expressed of connivance through bribe ip o COmpletely
also to be noticed in this connection that high prices have re Slom.e Cases. It is
economy of the villages. The poorer people cannot purchase pad dVO Ulionised stable
pave not the- money to purchase sufficient paddy for husking mg ?S before for they
earnings they are to purchase rice daily, say a seer or two, The (0 ' Tom  their small
Jost the economy of husking. The husking trade has alsg chan pdmer section has thus
Rs. 4 or 5 was sufficient capital for this purpose, The Soopdh ged hands, Formerly,
carried on this trade, purchased paddy on fat day, huskeq thel:;eople’ “peciliy O
hat day. NoW-ﬂ-dﬂY§ no less than Rs. 40 or 50 is required for an’}e and solf;l it on next.
well-to-do farmers with stocks of pa_ddy have adopted thjg tpacc?PltaI_ for this trade and |
rofitable than before. The present is the most acute st © which is now ‘more

A5 R age, ']_"h \ . }

in centres where military projects such as road construction andosge:gclzlic;gmof:sh!i?e gffxf :

made, have with difficulty tided over the distressful time. With the gathering of mg%
(=)

and aman crops many will have some paddy thoueh not sufficient for them all up to
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lem, I appreciate the difficulties of the Provn_uma} Gct)}*;rcxir:‘xgit;z:i:::i;zt%r
is beyond their control. They are not responsible for i eoF S
currency expansion which is one of the primary lc:msCh_Cd e b
responsible for the haphazard controlled policy ;Imn Wy By il
under the advice of their Economic Adviser, nor have . l‘;’c‘ Mt
scale military purchases and wastage ; but 1% cann? P AL i
that they are at least responsible for playing t); I:farts il P
overnment in matters of final decision which res

Some places that the prices of paddy and rice are much below than the controlled
Price, It may be so. But why ?

If any one says that itis dul:: t'l:) surplu(si I }ylnl]
i \ i t the profiteers who have made their
: statement. The real cause is tha_ te vE
;‘.h.lllcngct}u:ilm expense of their own kith and kin are waiting like so many vultures
m.til'lrlli3 ?1 on the new crop. It is their trick. They are relc-asmg the hoarded paddy
e I(;nl to lower the price of the new crop. If the price is lov:'cred, naturall
o rlcclI stozkists and the poor cultivators will think that the price will go still low:er
B Sm'zlll me out in the market to sell theijr paddy to get the bt;st available price
?lnd “,luliggg the market. Then these big hoarders and profiteers will purchase again
1en 1 ‘ . b
ath lower rate only to come out with

their stock, when there will be no more
Il sellers, to realise highest price from the consumers. If this is allowed, both
small s s

mers will suffer and the middlemen wil] rea the real
the pmdu%llﬂscatglfgtervcorﬁsLI;!‘CSC’“ is in need of all the 'necessaries of Ili)fe. There
!mrvest-_ y f practically = each and every essential .commodities of life, in other
1Is scarcity C‘;t poi“every thing but there is one thmg_ In abundance ;
words, s(}:ar D)él'cnce of India Rules. Though they AL abundancc, Yetin map
1 mean t 1_c their use would be for the benefit of the public without any €xception, the
A Whela: erly used. There are rules providing heavy punishment for the Profiteers,
%rct n?vthgi c{Jo we find in the actual field ? Very few profiteers
u

are detecteq
escaped and practically 99 per cent. of the detected are fin

S —Majorit
ed only ipn name, }I,
would urge upon the Government to see that these black shee

P . are properly deais
ith by the existing stringent laws of the land. Ishaﬁll be fallu_lg in my duty if
wndo not mention here that while the general "public are crying at the Gas
fhcir voice to punish the profiteers, in some cases it has been found that ey
convicted persons for profiteering ha

en  the

es for a better and bigger

i hose people who say that

. If these things are allowed to continue, t 7 S € rules

marlgﬁy in name cann%t be blamed by any honest gt for passing such r ¢ma

are Sir, now I shall enter into the question of “Grow More .Food
3 -

I gave some of these suggestions I

Campa;

: S
ast time also as I then .considered that theg Paig
naost useful ones.

I shall refer to some of them today as well. The <
Campaign initiated at

as the situation
and unjustifiable
n, they are not
ral - Government,
over the Iargc
m all accounts
of thc_ Centx'al
It is ‘reported in

rk.

€ w

the instance of the Gm’.t_:rnmem (})lf India was in S $
timely move ip the right direction. Now I ‘wish }h‘it .t“ cltcampalgn had P
rightly pushed through, Byt alas, the D?parfmentci gricu tlil]re had pq i e
policy to guide the Movement in the right chre.f:tlonl:1 ; t_sc_elins 8 at the o e s
- was spent for the Production of potato, of which t ere 1sha rea a surplug in o
Province. Practically Nothing was done for augmenting the productiop
wheat, our staple fooq

in which the Province s dep]orablx deﬁci_ent,' Th nc:i hand
definitely that this Department had no workml% cf’l?_“ to B]l'ldge In which direcgws
ir field of work 15y Had the officers not lacke oresig ‘_t..thel,“e woulq on
their such a grave ang 'alarming situation thh:regar'd' to rice, € shorga o h%\’e
been ns to endanger oyp social life and peace. Nothing calls for . B¢ o
thr_e atcbetween the public and the‘Governn,lent th?.n the
Aol ing means and ways jip tackling the vatious 1
for devis is a sphere of activity in which'all are equa 5
it, This ch of everybody. The Government should, thereforg, initiate use jt touches
the stoma licy on the tollowing ‘lines to tide over the crisig, = .- -2t€ a bo)q and a
DOSitiSv‘ettI;:rrllezt of new areas with the butiv,ide_r will not and canp;
e G 1 : f 2y iy
ew years the new-comers wil consume more than tp,
ot thi‘ggsi:/ifng t¥1e problem it will aggravate the Situation. The Y can produce and
(r)lﬁ' 'tﬁ?gs(;n the fact that the existing areas should be
e

) . or
“Grow MOre FOOd’? CCOncerted
ocal problems .C

lly inter'csted"be Onnec.ted with
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canals, Well plangc.d intensive cultivatiox;.is always better than il planned extensive
What is the good of extending the area if we cannot harvest the full

caltivation.
Sir, should at once pay their most concentrated attention to

crop ? Government,
Give lands to the landless and practically landless people of

irﬁtcnsivc cultivation.
the Province and give them good, lands which may be easily cultivate or >
sake do not throw open all; the lands to the outsid:rs and scgl thl‘clzlti!:t?:u%f qugl g)ealvcn ¢
the land. Help others with surplus food grains, but do not make a gift ofIt)hcplc 3f
Give the eggs, but not the ducks. My other suggestions arc as follws :— s -
(a) To,guide the work of this important campaign, I mean the “Grow M
Food’? Campaign, the Government should appoint a Special Officer conversant ?r}?
rural agricultural economics I all its bearings and capable of planning and dire ‘:'n
the work in the right line. If necessary, the Government should not fight shy to l‘(:C ing
a capable man from outside the Province. i
(6) The activities of the Agriculture Department should be switched off excl
sively to cope with the present emergency. If necessary, the peace time activiticsxrf]:;

even be sp.spcndcd for the time being.
t. should arrange supply of seeds of high yiclding varieties

() The Department
Agriculture in Assam 13 cnt;rcly rain-fed and the success or failure of a a6
8’0%!;1 deal on the vagaries of weather., anap “dependsly

; ( Arrangement for protection, of paddy irom flood, water-hyacinth and insect

shbuld be made immediately.
‘ Trrigation facilities for extension of boro paddy cultivation should be pro

(o)
vided. buapasill . :
: ) Provision should: be made to supply sufficient quantity of soyabeans, m
eard secds, sugarcane setts, vegetable seeds, wheat, and pulse seeds for local p’md :cq..
tjon. id
(g) To pros

mustard 4n

e against possible shortage of kerosene oil, cultivation of casto
€ r,

d “tappt mu_ig?’ _(rf:ddish) shp}lld be cxtpnc:lccll)_. 2

: <tension of existing arcas o grazing lan throwing ope

the cattﬁ: -(?wncrs free of cost,and encourz_a,gix}g _productign of i‘pdd%:r s%o?xltdh‘l:)cretszfl:gssuto

i T ivestock Dcpa,r_tf_n.cn.t' gns_tead of fritting away their energies for v ogeta blp
roduction for the Military and supply of Livestock for slaughter as it was reported the

P_ Y section of the Ag}l:l,cul,turc,l)epartmcnt should concentrate their all in .

baves s ehe production of fodder and livestock meterials, s

g ! da Officers capable of understanding. mass psychol oy

mentin A numper of pr(é;')again L
. inted imme iately to preag to, every village about the :
g.;hou].d ct:ic f?)Poﬁ?productiQn and give advice to the cultivat_orsg as to how then;i?(ity . of
increasc redse by ignprovcd_cultum] method,, prepar.ation. of land, seed rate t-in?ltmn
oambe lntin.g and spacing between, the plants,, i
transplan % 7 know, it is impossible for any industry-and: less possible. for agricyl
So far gher, £ increage. its productive capacity without an outlay of capital il
than for 2nY hould help the agriculturists in all. possible ways. especially for pul’cha;i’so
Glovcli-:llcl,la‘;;‘lc and 2 jcu'llturzl;il 1mpl,cme,nts._ No plough, or milched: cattle should lg‘g
plough ’ 1 for slaughter. :
allowed to bf sst?édcsfipn. is that the Government, should appeint Regional Food: Advisor
next SUBET o in cvery. subdivision to plan out. food, and foccer production
cal conditions and, give advige to the Agriculture Dcpar-:l
f. essential commodities. 'Ifhes;

with Ti .
Boards wit ccording to lpcal 5
%5 execution and to control prices 0

due representation to land

of'q}tli_'ig:ila_dls zlm,d: non-officials gi,ving-F SEen
; hants, and should aiso inglude local hodies, Food and Relief Committees-
O&I;i‘:si’ ‘&fifncn and local Members of the Legislature. A.llru_:hc .Subdivisional'-Boarg?s
:hOuf ‘be éo-ordiiiatqdjth.fough:a..Dlstn'Ct Board consisting,again ofiboth officials and
S on-officials. Thou f'ld‘f‘f'g got assurance on,several, gccasions from. the Hon’ble- Prime
Minister that A l-e' done, but nothing has been done as yet. After the Foed
Conferences ¢ receiv letters from the Deputy, Commissioners: requesting us to let
w whether we would be agreeable to serve in t

them kno e y e he Committee and T am sure
mmost-of U expressed our willingness immediately ; but though a.couple of months have

i

ot
O
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passed away, we have not been able to know the fate of these Committees. It is high
time that Government should take the public into confidence in these vital matters
especially when they are volunteering their cooperation for solving the problem. A

We all know that Government are purchasing and shall have to purchase rice for
the military and their employees. In this connection I would like to suggest that at
the time of purchase their agent or any officer should take extra caution tegarding the
quality of rice. Sir, I have been told that rice of the controlled shops at several plact_:'s
are full of paddy and pebbles and are ot liked by the consumers. I%cmdes these con-
trolled priced rice there is another kind of rice in the same shops which are the wusual
clean stuff, but the price is much higher than the controlled price. Péople are compel-
led to purchase this variety at a higher cost and hence the price control order has
been set at naught in all those places. Government should see to this also. So far
the quantity is concerned they should not purchase much in excess of their require-
ment and also which they cannot store in good condition. From our experience we
find that one of the main causes of such a high price of rice was the blank cheque
given by Government to their agents who being the commissioned agents did not care
for the price at all. The result was that people with limited means had to go back from
the market without their necessary purchase. It is needless to say that if Government
becomes a party in the market and begin to compete the price, no private individual
can compete with the Government. I hope I am ¢lear and Government will take the
hint. : :

d Last time when I spoke about rationing, the Hon’ble Premjer remarked—< Mr,
Baidyanath Mookerjee, as usual, has made very thorough récommendations. But
some of these recommendations, God forbid, we may not be contpelled to adopt. Let
us all use our brains—let us all co-operaté to prevent Such a stage when rationing will
be necessary, especially of rice’’. But, Sir, pltima.teiy he had to accept my recommen-
dation, though the rationing has been introdtced in the M‘uniwcipal aréas only for the
time being. Now I would request him to initroduce the systein in non'-'municipal areas
as well and at the time of rationing the number of members in the family should be
copsidered. So far the rationing of kerosene is concerned; not only the number of mem-
bers in the family but also the number of Fooms in the house should be considered.
A flat rate for each and every house will not serve the purpose. A man who HKas got
16 members in his family is getting 5 scers of sugar a month whereas a man having 24
meémbers in the family is algo getting the same quantity. In villages, kerosene had
been allotted one and half 4 pound for every house irrespective of the members of the
family and the number of rooms in the house. Sir, I am fully aware that the system
of rationing is a difficult and complicated one, but still I venture to say that there is

some common sense points of view which when lacking makes one feel very much qis-
appointed. ,

Sir, I hope the Hon’ble

Prime Minister will enlighten us aboy
with the money voted by this

: AhelE t his workin
. House under a token demand of ry g
much money has been spent up tillll now under the scheme and m?t % --Z?e;cci!"w
and what 1 the befiehit “of -the yoheme derived 56 far by the PEOple of the Proyin
Sir, an Extraordmary Gazette has been published on the 10th inst Vmpe;
re I have found an order entitled ““The Advances to Gultivators {Inf e
Order, 1943"" which I beleve the Hon’ble Prime Minister referred to Whe gtr}’rit‘;anpn)
Sip. the real object was not made perfectly clear to us.  On what basis h er day.,
was formed and why these informations were required, we ope, will E:Cl;ffgc
tlearirtor BB 5 L ! e = it
qir. along with rice, the problem of other @éssential cop A ;
also be solved. Governmen, are doing something in thig H;gggéimf’f“fq should
my requédt to t?lem is tha_.t they shall h;_\‘m to do hwch thods. admit ; but
supply is morc important than the problem of control, We require ap, P
bui:;pt,;xc quantity we are getting at present is practically n“th'l'rF atta and four, -
vith our_requirements. Sir, 1 know that during the regime of g COmpHsoA
Dot get like pre-rationing da)_u butthc quantity ought to be a little ’g!}"?g. Wz:gl?
Ometimes the quantity allotted seems to bea mockery, Along with ";;:;:& S
Goverpment should also supply sugar, dal, mustard 6il, Bt o bersonable quan-
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for wan Yy, Pprevention mparison with . as another d above
t of = of death d with dny other duty to perfor:
demand purchasing capaci due to starv: . wer duty of periorm
g and pacity. Si arvation not for wi »f the Govern-
E}Jmlderation 5’11-23(:1;1 Of; the public lz:r;da%[l through my spf:(‘il,cl“‘llnt of ;\,rticlc\sc{;ﬂt
wl?;gcht to the notice z?{;g'c On the very ﬁ}!]‘gtp(‘;l my sugg(::;t.io:]s w:;;] voicing the
people are dyi overnment : ay of the pres receive th
to.save the li ying for wa about the pitiz present  sessi ¢ these
nt of f .pltmb[(; conditi session it v
to those whO‘Vcs of the pe ood. It dition of (At was
h people of ke 28 the mor: f Bania
rate not to spc;;e ifl Q..power., to pltl}:‘ch Province by all }')gslsil}ﬂ(-lmy of GOVér:lr:]O"gt
glaxzncd me for not? bc'ontrollcd rate C'Ia“;c the foodstufls ‘cv(’ means.  Give d(?l?:c
uring the midd ringing  this m ¢ other da en at the oles
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
hour.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, I shall take about another ten minutes.

Sir, the other day, my hon. Friend, Mr. Whittaker, I am sorry he is now absent,
said something for us.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: He is always absent when his name
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The Hon’ble Member has spoken for more than an

iIs mentioned.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, the other day my hon. Friend Mr.
Whittaker, the l.eader of the European Group, was saying about the free supply of
milk to the children in England. I am sure at that time he forgot that all thege are
possible in England, simply because England is an independent country but India isa
dependant one. England has got a milched cow called Kamdhenu, whereas India
has not even a lame plough cattle in spite of Lord Linglithgow’s seven years rule .and
about 200 years of British rule. Here our Hon’ble Premier might say what is destined

to be must be.” But, Sir, my reply to that will be =% s vzt o 28 4k Deers
do not enter into the mouth of a sleeping lion.

Rely on the providence, but do your

duty. God helps those who help themselves. \

Sir, more than a couple of years ago when we made a gift of a lac of rupees to

England showing a gesture of our goodwill to Mr. Blennerhassett’s country as Mr.

Whittaker is not here now to call it his country—though at that time we were even
declared to be in the war zone, our Ministyy h

: ad no will to fight the economic warfare
of our own Province which could have been very easily visualised by the knowledge of

the fact that England had plans ahead to fight such a warfare in her own case. Now
though in the midst of such a great war England is planning her post-war economic
reconstruction. We being placed in the same condition are trying to tackle the
present crisis and are groping in the dark. s .

My hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker has rightly said—and expressed his feeling towards
the Ministry—that there is no Baniachong in the tea industry of Assam and nobody
has died up till now of starvation in the tea gardens. Sir, the best condemnation of
the policy followed by the Government came from the most unexpected quarters, that
is from the whips including the Chief Whip of the Government and from the EUI"Opean
Group. We on this side of the House could not have said things stronger than those
which the supporters of the Government have said and wh

hy—Dbecause of the callous
attitude of the present Ministry, and I hope at the end of it they will not say like the
Faknill mionevieniss whs says to his victim **Tum Hamara Bh unmara Bhq;

; ai Hay, Ham T

Hay”. Has any House ever been treated before as this Government has treated j

Questions are asked on the food problem, but proper answers are not given, -
say that he has re

I heard the Hon’ble Prime Minister to uested Spat
authorities to supply him with tinned milk for the sick people of qBaniach;gg mil}:ar}’
nothing but praise for him for this move and it has got another bright side t i
tinned milk is distributed by the military people they will get an opportunit f‘00.. o 1f;
with the masses which T think is really very beneficial from all points of vig o e
hope this ume our HMon’ble Prime Minister will find bread ki
stones, Sir, in a mattey

h r I
: . 10 my speec :

in . like this we want the Co-operation of peecl ang
and party as it 1s a nat
the public into confi

ional crisis and the best way to tackle the pr Oblery COmmunjty
resolutions and recommendation

dence. Government must take into careful ¢gq m,dls b)_r takin
s of the Food Committees, NSideration e
of the House that all controversi
(f[gar, h ea?‘) all mutual

I wi 1
es must be hushed, a]] person ;il z_xggieal to all geq fous
recriminations must be throwy Jealousies

The problcm that faces ug to-day is the gravest of all, Sir, we e bac¢ ground.

ravages of nature, we can understand the visitation of calamj S };{n

control. But let us control the prices, IEt. us have contr ver distr'bw ich we have no
¢ the ravages created by forces over which we have got ng e ibution as these are

no 'ple Prime Minister to save the people from the pr ntrol.

}-'Ivocr; of his people he will certainly lose in all

i

22t I appeal to the
his endeasfsoel?rt cr-_rl?s' If he cannot save the
let him borrow money. They will repay the }og . Ifhe isin

v ol 3 want of money
. . 0 .

should give food & il clOt.hmgs w his people an.d Save them frcgln d:at‘}:rl“ ?? II-:::) “::-anlgg

that, his name will be printed in golden letters in the history of Assam. Si

only’ a bold stand with a determined set purpose, ;

r, it requires
People are looking to him for help

ol o
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He should extend his helpirig hands. Let him give the Tead and e will be surprised to
find the effect of it. The whole country will be at his back to tackle this problem.
On ‘the other hand if he does not take the public into confiderice, release the political
prisoners and rely only on his officérs, the result will be disastrous and he will leave only
shameful black marks with his name. Sir, I am resuming my scat with the sincere hope
that ‘Government will accept my suggestiornis and save the coantry from destruction.

Adjournment

: 43'i['he Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A. M., on Satarday, the 27th November,
943.

Shillong A. K. BARUA

The 13th January 1944, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam,







