


Proceedings of the Sixteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assembly,
assembled und.:r the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., on Saturday, the
17th March, 1945.
PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and seventy-two hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS :
(To which oral answers were given)

Assam Process Servers Association Conference at Habiganj

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*142. (a) V\{ill Governn}cnt be pleas_ed to state whether they have received the
copies of resolutions Passed in the meeting of the Assam Process Servers Conference
held at Habiganj during December, 1944 ?

(b) 1f so, what steps Government have taken or propose to take and when
on the said resolutions ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

142. (a)—Yes. These have only just been received.
(6)—They arc under consideration.

Bribery and Corruptions amongst Government Employees

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*143. Will Government be pleased to state whether they intend to start
immediately a committee consisting of the Members of the Legislature to enquire

into the allegations of bribery and corruptions amongst the Government employees ?

+The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

143.—No. Enquiry into allegations of corruptions is properly a function of the
police, and cannot effectively be conducted by an ad hoc committee constituted by
executive order, Government wﬂl. welcome co-operation from the Assembly and the
public in the form of concrete evidence, communicated confidentially or otherwise,’

which the giver is prepared to substantiate in court, and which can then- be placed in
the hands of the Police Department for investigation.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Will Government be pleased to state
whether any special instruction has been issued to the Police Department so that they
can take special care in the matter and whether they have already begun their work in
this respect ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, no special

instruction has been .issued to the Criminal Investigation Department as I mentioned
yesterday on the floor of the House.

1The Quesiion was replied by the Hon’ble Khan
Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
was put.

Bahadur Maulavi

Sayidur Rahman as the
Muhammad Saadulla was absent at

the moment when the question
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Molestation of people and encroachmeni on patta lands by immig'raﬂts
in Baghbar of Barpet
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked: o " O Corpeta

*144. (a) Are Governme_n!; aware that the Assamese Village Baghbar in Mauz?
Baghbar of the Barpeta Subdivision is surrounded all sides by immigrant villagers ?
(6) Isita fact that there was a dacoity recently in the house of on®
Nareswar Gaonbura residing in the said locality ?
: ~ (c) Are GO_Vt_Trrlment_ aware that some of the villagers of Baghbar being
cited as witness, participated in the identification of somec immigrants of tB¢
neighbouring villages as participants in the said dacoity ?
4 {d) A_rc GOVCmme}t aware of the instances that since after such identific?” o
tion, the Kachari and other Hindu people of Baghbar arc being molested by immigrant®
of the neighbouring villages with organised forcible encroachments on their patta land®
by taking away their mustard and other crops from the fields, by ploughing the sam®
with a view to oust them therefrom, by threatening with personal violence, etc. ?
(¢) Are Government aware that as a result, the Baghbar people have be€”
forced to give up going to their fields for fear of their lives ?
) Is it a fact that recently they moved the Subdivisional Officer, Barp;_’tf

and the Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup with petitions and telegrams praying f0
protection ?
(g) If so, do Government propose to take immediate steps to control th€

situation ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

144. (a) to, (g)—Governmcﬁt- have no information. If the allegation of encroach=
ment is correct, it is open to the patta holders to protect their interests in the lan
through Criminal or Civil Courts. The revenue authority has no jurisdiction in th€

matter.
Grant of dearness allowance to Local Bodies Primary School Teachers

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Which of the Local Bodies of Assam have granted dearness allowance of
Rs.3 per head per mensem to their local primary school teachers on
the basis of Government contributing 60 per cent. of the same ?

(b) The tota% expenditure incurred by Government as such contribution in

*145.

(¢) Since when each of such Local Bodies granted the allowance ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

145. (a), (b)) & (¢)——A statement showing in detail the information asked for is

laced on the Libré_lry Table.
(Starred questions Nos. 146 to 152 standing in the name of Maulavi Muhammad

Magbul Hussain Choudhury were not put and answered as the questioner was
abscnt.) Requisition of Guns in South Sylhet Subdivision

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY asked :
53. (a) Is it a fact that several guns belonging to private individuals in the South

*71 Al
Sylhet Subdivision Were ff';‘-fllumltloncd under the Defence of India Rules ?
(b) In view ol the altered situation in the Country, do Government propose |

to return their guns to their respective owners ? -
\
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‘I'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
153. (a)—Yes.

(6)—The matter is under examination with the Deputy Commissioner and
Inspector General of Police.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: Are they required to
apply again ? )
1The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It will not be
necessary, Sir. We have issued instruction to the Deputy Commissioner who will
consult the Subdivisional Officer and see that the guns are returned to the owners.
TMaulavi ABDUL AZIZ : How long it will take for the Government to come to a
decision ? :

+ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: A decision has
already been arrived at and orders have been issued to the Deputy Commissioner.

Re Holding of Meetings by Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy at Habiganj
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked : '

*154. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Additional District Magistrate of Sylhet
permitted Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy, M.L.A., to hold meetings at

Habiganj town on the 26th January, 1945 and at Nabiganj on the 14th
January, 1945 ?

(b) Whetheritis a fact that the aforesaid perinission was subsequently
withdrawn ?
(¢) If'so, why ?
(d) Whether Babu K
refusal ?
(¢) If not, why not ?
( /) Whether it is a fact that permission was given to him to hold meetings in

various places in the Sunamganj Subdivision on the 12th, 15th, 17th,
23rd, 26th and 28th January, 1945 and that all the meetings were
allowed to be held ?

aruna Sindhu Roy, M.L.A., was duly informed about this

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

154, (a)—Yes.

(b)—VYes. i ) . - :
' (¢)—-In regard to the meeting at Nabiganj a letter was received from Babu
Debabrata Bhattacharjee who was to arrange the meeting, exprcssmg_mability to hold
the meeting on the 14th and asking for a.nothcr_ date, the permission to hold the
meeting on the 14th was therefore formally withdrawn by an order of the 23rd
Januar'y. As to the meeting at Habiganj on 26th January, 1945 it was learnt that
Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy, to whom permission has been granted, would be unable to
be present and it was not considered advisable to allow the meeting in his absence,

(d)—Yes. i

(e)—-Does not arise.

(] )—Yes. .

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Isita fact that Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy was
not present in all the meetings in the Sunamganj Subdivision on the 12th, 15th, 17th,
23rd, 26th, and 28th January, 1945 and that all the meetings were allowed to be held ?

1t The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It was my
Friend’s Subdivision and we thought that he had influence there, whether present or
absent, and therefore Sunamganj meetings ,were allowed to be held.

1t Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJELE: Why the subsequent permission was not
given so far as the Nabiganj meeting was concerned ?

1Speech not corrected.
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1 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHANMMAD SAADULLA : The organiser

did not apply for a subsequent datc.

T Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :
able to hold the meeting on that date.

+ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

did not arrange this mecting.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: May I know whether he subsequently applied

for permission ?
+ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My report is

that he did not subsequently apply.

He simply applied that he would not be

Government

Re Sadhusing, an externee from Dighboi

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

ased to state— 3
from Digboi, has not been allowed to visit

*#155. Will Government be ple
hich are being destroyed for

(a) Why Sadhusing, an externce /
that place to look after his propertics w

want of supervision ? ] :
(b) Whether it is a fact that his wile also applied to the Deputy Commis-
o to Dighoi on 27th July, 1944 ?

sioner, Lakhimpur, to be allowed to g ‘ Ju
(¢) Whether it is a fact that she -has also been refused  permission by the
Dibrugarh to : o to Dighoi ?

Superintendent of Police,
(d) If so, why ? ‘ _ e
(¢) Whether Government propose to allow Sadhusing to go to Digboi once
to see the condition of his properties and make necessary répair ?

(f) If not, why not ? S npi o
(z) Whether vaernnlent propose to allow his wile to go to Digboi ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
4 Protected Area, to which on his record he

cannot be granted permission. His property has bcen _ascer@aincd to be under care.
(b)—(g)—A reference is invited to the replics given to Starred Questions

No. 72 (a)—(d) by Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah at this, Session.

 Trade Adviser to the Government of

155 (a)—The place is included in

Assam

Maulabi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

Will Government be pleased to state— . )
rade Adviser to the Govern-

* %156.
_(a) Whether it is a fact that Mr. A. C. Dutta, T
ment of Assam in Calcutta is acting as honorary Trade Agent of

Tripura Raj State ?  ° ;
-(b) Whether it isa fact that the staff maintained by the Government
of Assam is utilised by Mr. Dutta for procuring goods for the Tripura

Raj State in Calcutta ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA reI-)Iied :
156. (a) & (b)—Government have no definite information but they are enqui-

ring. .

1Speech not corrected.
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Emergent meeting of Assam Chamber of Commerce
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

*¥157. Will Government be pleased to state —

(a) Whether they have received a copy of a resolution relating to some consu-
mer goods passed at an emergent meeting ol the Governing Body of
the Assam Chamber of Commerce held on the 21st August, 1944 ?

() 1f so, whether any steps have been taken on the suggestions made in  that
resolution ?

(¢) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

157. (a)—No.
() & (¢)—Do not arise.

Licensees for Transport of Orange to Bengal
‘Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

#158. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Or} what prmc1p_1e the licenses for transport of orange to Bengal for
this season were 1ssued by the Government of Assam ?

(6) The names of persons with their addresses to whom such licenses were
issued in the district of Sylhet ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHANIMAD SAADULLA replied :

158. (a)—DPermits for export of orange to Bengal were granted to the Orange
Export Associations formed in the district according to surplus available after s
the demand of military and civil population in the district.

b)—
Chgm)t ak  Orange Export Association.
DWarﬂbazar 3 23 23
2 Sunamganj 9> 33 3
Karjmganj T 3 i

Sylhet ’ 22 22
S;’lhet Fresh Fruit, Dealers" ASSDCI_a,thn.

Maulavi Soefulla Talukdar.
Maulavi Azizur Roza Choudhury.
Maulavi Nuruddin Ahmed.
10. Babu Sudhir Ranjan Datta and 3 others of Sylhet.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Wereall .of
these persons genuine orange dealers ?
+ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The first six as
1 mentioned, are genuinc orange dcalel;s.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I know
what was the source of information Of_thc Government that they are gunine dealers ?
 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is the report
of local officers.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I know
what was the report of the Subdivisional Officer of Sunamganj regarding Scefulla ? -
1 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Speaking from
memory, Sir, he is one of the dalals.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Shall I be per-
mitted to say that he is a benamdar ot a Member of this House ?

SOPNAUN AW

+Speech not cor rected.
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1_‘ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 don’t think
the information is correct.
CHAUDHURY : Is ita fact

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN
that a license was issued to this gentieman from Shillong and not by the Deputy Gom-

missioner, Sylhet ? .
+ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : A petition was
issued from Government.

submitted here and orders were

Maulavi MAUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: MayI know
why other applicants were not granted licenses from Shillong and why an exception
was made in this case ?

e The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In this case
the gentleman appx‘oachcd me  to consider his case and I gave orders.

Grant of Permits for using Cement in Sylhet

Maulavi MUHMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked:

#159. Will Government be pleased to state— )
«) The names of persons or bodies other than Military to whom permis-
sion was granted by the Government of Assam for using cement in the

district of Sylhet and the quantity granted to each of them after the
promu-lgation of the  Cement Control Order ?

(b) The names of persons or bodies with their
who constructed buildings in which cement was used in the district of
Sylhet after the promulgation of the Cement Control Order ?
Whether Government propose to _enquire about the quality of cement

{c
\ issued through blackmarkets at Chhatak ?
f persons prosecuied in the district of Sylhet

(d) The names and addresses o
: since the promulgation of the Cement Control Order for using cement

without permission ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:
. No permits are granted by or on behalf of the Deputy Commis-
Appli(‘ation is to be made to the Hon. Regional Cement Adviser

of India at Calcutta. Such applications are sometimes receive.d
lhet for his recommendation which is given n

ment © =i
o the Govern - Commissioner, Sy

by -the (?eg}iring cases. This recommendation may also be given by any other
specially C; non-official gentlemen. ,
official or Z__,Govcmmem have no information. '
( \)__, Government have no information of the existence of a blackmarket.
(:"iJ — There has been no prosecution of wusing cement without permission.
( 1’)18 detection of a case of hoarding hut the accused died before trial.
There was © HAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Isit a fact
Maulav? ¢ connived at’ the blackmarketing in cement ?
aiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We have got no

en ;
that Govg(‘;‘:,l le Maulav S -
The - the existence of blackmarketing in cement.

mformati?“vi" MMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: May = we
s Government did not hold any enquiry hefore they came forward with this
amganj and Chhatak any person purchased cement without any

h ;
i h):ithcr lcl;lo%;?nment ;
authority }f}—gg’lblc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The Question
Th ropose to enquire about the quality of cement issued through

ment
. Govern i o e
is ¢“whether Chhata »__enquiry about the quality is sought. As Government are

blalcknfl‘-‘Jl“eté;hal cements they do not want to hold any enquiry.

not using S

tSpeech not corrected.

addresses other than Military
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License for Transport of Orange outside the Province
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

*160. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names of persons whose license for transport of orange outside
the Province was cancelled by Government during this season ?

(b) The date of passing the order of cancellation ?

(¢) The date of receipt of the order by the party concerned ?

(d) The reason for each cancellation ?

(¢) The names of licensees whose license has not been renewed after the
period for which the license was intended to operate ?

(/) The reasons for such non-renewal ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
160. (a)—No license was cancelled.
(IJ%, (¢) & (d)—Do not arise,
e
Ka5~imganj Orange Export Association.
Sunamganj Orange Export Association.
Dwarabazar Orange Export Association.
Maulavi M. Sayefulla Talukdar.
Orange Export Association, Sylhet,
Fresh Fruit Dealers Association.
Sudhir Ranjan Datta and 3 others.
Maulavi Azizur Roza Choudhury.
Maulavi Nuruddin Ahmed.
Chhatak Urange Export Association, Chhatak.
(S )—As with the season advancing there was no exportable surplus.

tKhan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Will Government take it from me
that Jaldhup people were losers on account of this arrangement by the Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I dn not -
know whether anybody was loser.

+Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Have they not submitted applica-
tions to this eflect ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Application
to'whom ? . .

*" "$Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: To Government.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If they had
applied to the Deputy Commissioner, | am not aware of it, because up till now no com-
munication has been received from the Deputy Commissioner on this subject.  So far as
I am concerned, I have not received any petition from anybody in Jaldhup.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Isita fact that prices of orange shot up
after the export license was issued ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Prices went up
on account of a very big demand.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: [Isita fact that those who supplied oranges
to the Military were under an agreement to supply at a special rate ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That fna.y be so.
I do not know what are the terms of contract between the Military and the suppliers.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Did not Government order that the
Military supply should be ensured before any export was allowed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That was our
instruction to the Deputy Commissioner.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Isita fact that the Military suppliers were
put to a loss because the price went up ?

_.
SO U Wb

TSpeech not corrected,
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Question. V /é
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STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers ‘were iaid on the table.)
Popﬂlatlon of Caste Hindus (other than Khonas), etc
2 .
Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN asked :
L ament be leased
110. Wl}“lc(?;a,gzgrflindus (Otlijlcr Stiarfoigfly on the table a statement showi
popu1at1on o the districts  of Sibsa qloms), Scheduled C.’Istes‘ MSI OWInE. the tota]
P ad Ahoms 17 gaf and - Lalthumpur ; Subdivisi lims, Iribals
division ; Subdivision by  Suh-

W

My hon. Friend -

P S T

B
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD. SAADULLA’ replied :
110.-—A statement which excludes the population resident on tea estates is given

below :— 2 . 2 L 4
Population figures of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur Districts
Communities Sibsagar district Lakhimpur district
Jorhat Sibsagar Golaghat ‘Dibrugarh WNorth
Subdivision Subdivision Subdivision Subdivision Lakhimpur
Subdivision
Figures as  Figures as Figures as  Figures as Figures as
adopted for adopted for adopted for' adopted for adopted for
comiunal  communal  communal communal communal
table table - table table table
-
} : s (Other than Ahoms) 154,184 92,457 115,563 143,548 63,199
1, Ca;‘i{fmﬁ‘c;“'(‘;;s(ws =) . 23,287 © . 13,081 11,875 16,373 11,373
2. Sc nedule 7 ” L4 12,59 21,682 11,474 17,417 18,155
3. .M‘-‘f_’ﬂ’ls” . = vy . SE4ET 38,472 65,812 132,424 65,992
- 4. Tri }‘\ssam Tribes .. 33,005 16,601 50,961 57,881 49,041
(g) Tea Garden Tribes e 21,446 21,871 14,851 74,543 16,951
(A’,mms (Including  Bhuddist 37,596 121,460 20,078 73,209 26,464
2 Ahoms).

Re Scarcity of Coins

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR aske;l:

{11. Are Government aware—

(a) That one pice coins have
vince ?

(b) The hardship that has bc'cn caused to the poorer classes of people for
want of such coins while paying ferry tolls and railway or steamer
fares ? ] ]

112. () If the answer to the above Questions he in t.he
roposc to move the Central Government to make -one pice
51 the Province ? _ : e e,
(b)) Do Government proplosc 0 suggest to t 1e Central overnment the
irability of suspending issue of half-anaa pleces and of issuing one pice coins in
dgsuaaiel guantit}’ in place of half-anna ones if paucity of necessary metals be the cause
agequ : ice coins ?
of the Scal‘(ccl )-W];(t; (()_;n;vgrnment propose to take necess

» necessary {or the use of one pice st
gontt“icc:‘ r}gi';viﬁli(‘cullectors and steamer and Railway
Y al -

available ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI re

ts from treasuries show that there jg
12.—Reports fror
i l'll-sticcli and it is for the toll collectors and the df
gmin:fdlrlilnt for the amount required for every day use,
(0}

now-a-days hecome very scarce in the Pro-

aflirmative, do Government
coins adequately available

ary steps and move the authorities
amps in the absence of pice coins
ticket sellers until the latter are

plied :

an adequate supply of pice
amer’ and railway companies

Re Political Prisoners

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR  asked :
113. Will Government be plcased to state-— :
(a) The total number of security prisoners detained on the 14th January,
1945 in each of the different Jails of the Province ? -
(b) The names (with the hame of the district to which each of them belongs)
of those securlty prisoners who haye applied or on whose behalf
applications for grant of allowance for maintenance of their families
have been made but no allowances have been granted as yet ?
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(¢) The reasons for which the allowance has not yet been granted in each
case ?
(d) Whether the reasons for refusal have been communicated to the appli-
cants ?
(8) 1i ] not, Why not ?
(f) Who is the final authority to grant or reject applications for such
allowance ? )
the authorities do not even ac-

(g) Whether it is a fact that in most cascs
knowledge receipt of applications for such allowance ?

(#) Whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the list of
for but have not yet been granted any

security prisoners, who applied
allowance for maintenance of their families published in the Assamiya
of the 23rd December, 1944 ?

prisoners have been detained in

(i) W'I:lc_thcr it is a fact that those security
jail without trial for more than the last two years 7
been drawn to the allegation made in the

(7 ) Whether their attention has ]
said statement that the authorities have not arrived at a decision even
though 6 to 9 applications have been made to them by an applicant
or have not cared to communicate the final orders to the applicants ?

(F) Whether Government propose ‘to instruct the officers concerned to
acknowledge receipt of applications and to communicate the result of
ithout undue delay in future ?

the applications to the applicants wi
() In those cases where allowances have been granted, whether the same has

been given from the date of detention or from the date of pessing the

order ?
(m) If from the date of passing the order. why allowances have not been

granted from the date of detention ? ]
d paying family allowances to those

(n) Whether Government have continuc
security prisoners who have been interned or externed after release
from jail ? ) ]
to withdraw such internment or

(o) If not, whether Government propose 1 !
externment orders or in the alternative. to provide them with adequate

allowances for maintenance of their families ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD

113. (a) & (b)—A reference is invited to the replies given to Starred Question

No.63(a) & (b) asked by Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee, ML 8- at this Session.
(¢)—When a family allowance is refuscd, it is either because the prisoner has

mily, or because it is known that the family is not in need olf)such assistance'. !
d)—When a family allowance the Deputy Commissioner

is unjustified,
concerned is asked to inform the applicant accordingly.
(e)—Does not arise.
(f )—Government. :
ractice followed, but they have

(g)—Government are not aware of the precise p .
plications and forward them

now instructed Deputy Commissioners to acknowledge ap ]
the claim in order to overcome any

immediately to Government pending examination of t
grievance in this connection.
—Government have seen the publication re
(i)—They have been detained for various periods,

more and in some cases less than a year.
( j )—As already stated, when an application is refused by Government the
Deputy Commissioner concerned is asked to mform the applicant of the decision.
k)—Attention is invited to the reply to Question (g) above.
()—The date of effect is governed by the merits in each case.
(m)f'"AS already stated the allowances are granted according to ascertained

ULLA replied :

no fa

ferred to.
in some cases considerably

need.
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(n)—When an allowance is sanctioned for a security prisoner, it ceases with
effect from the date of his release from jail, unless Government for special reasons
consider that the released prisoner is so affected by any restrictions placed upon him
that continued assistance is necessary.

(9)—No. Government are not prepared to grant allowances to those interned
or externed unless the need for it is justified.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, my Question No.113(l) was why
family allowances were not paid to the security prisoners from the date of their deten-
tion and the Government reply is that the date of effect is governed by the merits in
cach case. Will Government be pleased to explain what is meant by ‘merits in each
case’ ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
as a policy that no family allowance will be given to
applied. Some applied early, they got the order carly. Some applied one year late,
Government did not think necessary to give restrospective effect in those cases. But
in certain cases when it was found on enquiry that the family had to borrow money in
order to maintain themselves, Government took a compassionate view and gave retros-

pective effect.

. Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Were allowances given from the date of
first application ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will Government take it from me . that
in most cases allowances have been granted from the date of order passed by the
Government and not from the date of first application ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : There may have
been one or two such cases and unless those cases are specifically mentioned, I am not
in a positicn to reply. '

tBabu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY -
No. 113(0) it is said ‘““No. Government are not prep
interned or externed unles§ the need for it justified.” ho ascertains the needs ? o

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Government,

through their local officers. :

tBabu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY - May I know who are
the local agents, the Police or some other officers ? i

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We ask the
Deputy Commissioner and he may employ his own agency, Magisterial or the Sub-
Deputy Collectors and sometimes the Police, for materials to report to Government.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Isita fact that the security prisoners
who have been restricted W{thl_n certain localities after release have been very much
handicapped in earning their _h\_rehI?ood ? :

" The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That may be so
and in suitable cases we have made amends for it, -

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Is it not a fact
ances have not been granted to people who have been interne
Thanas ? T .

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
is s0.

Government laid
security prisoners unless they

Gener;ﬂly so.

In reply to Question
ared to grant allowances to those

that in many cases allow=
d within small towns or

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Yes, Sir, this

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Wil Gover
ability of granting allowances to those people who have
facilities of earning livelihood due to the restrictions imposed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Government
have considered, and will consider in future, any applications received fx:om this cate-
gory of gentlemen.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Are Government aware that one Muktear of
North Lakhimpur, Mr. Tirtheswar Hazarika, was not allowed for a long time to
practise in North Lakhimpur Courts after his release ? : g

nment consider the desir-
thus been deprived of their

1Speech not corrected,
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The Hon’hbl gt
e Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : By whom, Sir ?

certiggz?tl:fﬁ%;??f;v}ii{n]iiiUrAlzD By the Subdivisional Officer, on account of his
of t'h;I;}?e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;I am not aware
well gg‘lgttﬁc‘q%xglsct\}ﬁlj BA?UA: He made !‘(epr_‘csc{nl;‘xtions to the _GOVGI‘ument. 55
the r%rlllt:\'ﬁcfi)ﬁ,(ag‘ltéﬁﬁée ti[iég*eo]?rﬁzsyf‘}ssam Valley districts and still he did not receive
. i hat OnestiJavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I will require

.

Removal of black-out restrictions

Mr. G. W. MORLEY agked :

114. Wil :
: ill Government be pleased to state whether they propose to consider re-

moving all black-out restrictions in the towns of the Province ?

lierh:ft Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABEIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI
rep : :

114.—Yes, as rapidly as this becomes feasible, but in this matter Gover
. » [% 3 E ‘ ) ernment
has to conform to policy laid down by the Government of India. :
; Mr. C. W. MORLEY : Could not Government give us some idea of the time
which must elapse before removal of these restrictions ?
Hon’ble Khan Sahil : : S pnecs i '

The an Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
There has been some relaxation in the lighting restrictions, Sir, and so far as our
inforqlatmn goes, the bottom coverings of the lights have been removed—only the top
COVering: remams, As soon as the danger will diminish there will be further relaxation
1, tHE 11ght'mg restrictions.

Mr. W. MORLEY : 1In this matter, do Assam Government approach the
Central Government, or do the latter issue instructions ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUIDHURI:
The Assam Government approach the Central Government and on their instructions,
they relax these restrictions.

Mr... . C. W. MORLEY: Will this Government again approach the Central

Government for this purpose ?
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
e shall consider the suggestion, Sir. As a matter ol fact we have been approaching

“the Central Government from time to time and according to their instructions, we act.

Chairmen and personnel of Debt Conciliation Boards in Surma Valley

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ asked:

115. Will'Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names of Chairmen and other personnel of all the Debt Congéiliation
:rBoards at present functioning in the Surma Valley ?

(b) The gstabhs(li'mgnt.cost of each of those Boards including allo‘vaﬂCés of

‘S‘;gérfﬁsefrfg i gigfﬁen per month for the period from April 1943, to

&L O le - - -4 - 2 .

(¢) The total number of the Debt Conciliation Boards in the Province and

the total cost incur
Hoards ? red by Government anﬁuall;y.m}igf:.count of these
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

115. (a)—The hon. Member’s attention is drawn to the reply given to Starred
Question No.3 asked by Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee in the November Session of the
Assembly, 1944. Since then, no change in the personnel has occurred except in the case
of the Silchar Board which was reconstituted in December 1944, with the following
gentlemen :—

1. Maulavi Namwar Alj Barbhuiya, B.L., M.L.A. (Chairman).
2. Maulavi Masaddar Ali Bar Laskar of Malugram, Silchar Town (Member).

3. Babu Tara Charan Deshmukhya, B.A., retired Sub-Deputy Collector
(Member). g

4. Babu Hara Prasad Das, B.a., B.T.
of Schools (Member).

5. Maulavi Sirajur Rahman (of Kanakpur, Silchar) (Member).

6. Maulavi Wajid Al Chaudhury (of Algapur, Hailakandi) (Member).

7. Babu Lochan Mani Nath (of Barenga), retired Sub-Registrar (Member).

(b) & (¢)—The hon. Member is referred to the reply given to Unstarred Question
No. 74’ asked by Babu Kamini Kumar Sen in this Session of the Assembly. Separate
figures for the period in question ure not available and Government do not propose to
call for them as the labour involved in the work of compilation will be incommensurate
with the result.

iMaulavi ABDUL AZIZ: With regard to Question No.115(c), the reply. 18 g
separate figures for the period in question i . :

propose to call for them as the labour involved in the wor
commensurate with the result”. Was it a very h

the figure of the total number of Deht Conciliation Boards j t ovi ?
Fhe Hon’ble Maulavt MUNAWWAR ALY : ards in the Province ?

: he hon. Member has been referred
to Unstarred Question No 74 asked by Babu Kamini Kumar Sen in this Session.

(Hailakandi), retired Deputy Inspector

Re Officers of the Supply Department
Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA asked ;

116. Will Govirnment be pleased to state— ‘

(a) The number of various officers at present in the Supply Department ?

(b) What are their designations and monthly salaries ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to form a committee of officials and non-
officials to investigate about the value of immovable property acquired
and the amount of bank balance kept by eaeh  of those officers, subse-

° quent to their appointment in the Supply: Department ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied ;
116. A list is placed below— ;
(a)—215 [as shown against () below. ]
(b)— (1) Superintendents of Supply a3

(2) Assistant Controllers of Ration-
in

(3) Superintendents  of Supp‘l'y;

" (Standard Cloth) ...
<%, (4) Superintendent of Supply for
Paper  Control Economy
" Order

[==]

[CRRVY
—

at Rs, 200—20—300 per
month each,

L . T |

ol

Lz (i o '
ey )y S,
gy d » g

TSpeéch not cérrccn‘:d,f : :

[3
-
—-——
-
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(5) Inspectors of Supply ... 9_One at Rs. 125—10—225
per month and another
at Rs. 125—125—150—
20/2—210—210 (E.B.)—
230—20/2—— 250— 25 /2—
325—325 (E.B.)—350—
25/2—400 (New).
(6) Inspector for Consumer Goods 1
at Calcutta. at Rs. 125—10—225 per
(7) Inspector of Supply (Procure- 27 month each.
ment), Sylhet. ] J
(8) Inspector of Consumer Goods 16—at Rs. 100—5/2—12 5 per
(who are under the adminis- month each.
trative control of the Excise
Commissioner).
(9) Inspector of Supply for Rice l—at Rs. 125—5—150  per
and Paddy Control at Sylhet. month.

(10) Special Officer, Rice Control, l1—at Rs. 200—10—340 plus
Goalpara. special pay of Rs. 50 per

month.

(11) Special Officer, Rice Control, 1—atl Rs. 320 plus special pay
Sunamganj. Rs. 50 per month in the

: scale of Rs. 150—175—
200— 200— 20/2— 260—
260 (E. B.)—280—20/2—
400.

(12) Deputy Director of Supply 1—at Rs. 800—50—1,000 per

rocurement), Sylhet. month, '

(13) Controllers of Supply for rice 3—at Rs. 300—25—500 per
and Paddy Procurement month, special pay of
Scheme in Surma Valley. Rs. 50 per month each.

(14) Sub-Inspectors of Supply nclude 184—at Rs. 100—4—140 (E. B.)
ing Sub-Inspectors for Ration- —5—-200  per month
ing and Standard Cloth. each. "

(15) Sub-Inspectors of Supply for 12— Ditto ditto.

' Rice and Paddy Control at
Sylhet. . )

(16) Sub Inspectors of Supply for 3— Ditto ditto.

; Rice and Paddy Control at
Goalpara. 1

(17) Trade Adviser to the Govern- 1—at Rs. 900 per month in
ment of Assam, Calcutta, addition to his pension.

(18) Deputy Director of Supply 1—at Rs. 600—40—800 per
(Accounts). month in addition to his

. pension.

(19) Under-Secretary to the Govern-  1—at Rs. 550 plus. special pay
ment of Assam, Supply of Rs. 150 per month in
Department. scale of Ras. 250—275—

x 300 — 50/2 — 500 — 500
(E. B.)—550—50/2— 700
_T'égg (E. B.)—1750—5 /2
(c)-.—-NO.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I enquire whether any application was

for for 1he post of Deputy Director of Supply (Procurement) Sylhet, Contri
3 ’ P t
for Rice and Paddy Procurement Scheme in the Surma Valley and Ir:; reo l:ers
for Rice and Paddy Control at Sylhet ? pectors
\

callcl

of Supply
of Supply

X
T Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If the hon.
Member refers to the last set of appointments, there was no application invited for the
posts of Inspectors for we had to take over from the two Government purchasing agen-
cies by the 31st December, and as selection through the Public Service Commission
would entail delay, we asked the different Departments of Government to Spare-
Officers, if possible. We got about fifteen from the Education Department, two from
other Departments and about six were taken direct, but each appointment was regu-
larised by the approval of His Excellency the Governor, as required by the Regulations
of the Public Service Commission.

T Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do not Government consider that the Educa-
tion Department, which has spared so many Officers, will suffer a great deal ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir, we are

afraid that it may be so. Therefore we requested the Director of Public Instruction

s Ited the I
of Schools and the Deputy Commissioner and released sevente consulted the Inspector
one refused to join this post. \
.t Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is it not a fact that even now all th :
in the Education Dcpartm-cnt .hz_we not been filled up by suitable Candiilatcsc? vacancies
e o ¢, Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUI LA #1 wra ts.mibt ot
information.

Re Khari Masupr Dal 8

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked ¢
117. (a) Are Government aware that the Khari Ma Dal i
and that its price ianihar is Rs. 13-8 per maund ? e s IR Yt gl
(b) Is it a fact that the price of lower uality of M
Government at Rs. 26 per maund in Assam ? 1 7 ¢ Yiasur Dal has bger/fixed by

(c) Is it a fact that Government have recently fix d of
Masur Dal imported by one Firm of Gauhatj ? S e B 1 i
(d) 1f so, on what basis the rate has been fixed ?
(¢) Are Government aware that al] kinds of Dal in Bihar ?
(/) 1f so, why such a high price has been fixed R i

A for its sale in Assam ?
(g) Are Government aware that the traders can import such Dals from outside
at a lesser price ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :.

117. (a)— Yes. ;

- Eb)__Govcrnment price for ordinary Masur Da] is Rs. 21-12 only.
(¢)—The Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup, allowed it.

(d)—On the basis of invoices produced by the traders and the other charges

laimed.
claime (¢)—Prices of Dal have come down in Bihayr

(/' )—As supplies from Bihar are not enough Govern
from Calcutta in the past w}'lere the price was generally more
Hence the average price is h.xgh. With more and more of cheaper Dal coming, prices
here will also be corr.ESPOHdmle redl_lced but there will naturally be a time lag.

(g)—Question (¢) above belies the suggestion. Government cannot obviously
leave tlhe cheap Dal to trade and supplement it by costly purchases elsewhere by
themselves.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Ma I know th d
PIREI it pelii ol Pt y W the amount of Masur dal purchase
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD : Friend
should have tabled a separate Question ; I cannot give the ﬁgliiigﬁﬂl h;\l/][ér ?on. ri
" 11\3/‘[; . ;[){EDARMAL BRAHMIN : ay I take jt that it was purchased at
s. 13-6-0:

ment had to procure Dal
than Rs. 25.a maund.

T Speech not corrected,
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The ‘Hon’ble

. $¢Yes”’, and

.whether any qu
- The Hon’ble Maulavi
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Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I have said

my hon. Friend can make his deduction.
..+ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: So far as dal is concerned, may I know

d?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir M

viz., the Cen

tral Provinces for Mug and

other varieties.

+ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKE

ntire quota fixed from them !

Government

The Hon’ble

could not supply us our ¢

Maulavi Saiyid Sir M
isunderstan

ota was fixed by the Central Government for this Province ?
Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir.

T Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JELE: May I know the names of the Provinces

from which our quota was fixe

UHAMMAD SAADULLA: Three Provinces,
Fhesari and United Provinces and Bihar for the

RJEE: Are we to understand that the Bihar

P

IUHAMMAD SAADULLA: They could
ding by their district Officers of Govern-

_supply, but there was a certain m
ment orders, and therefore there was some delay in supply.
_ Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will Government be pleased to state whe-
ther Masur dal is still being procured through Calcutta ?
No, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sa

Srijut GAURL KANTA

not Government consider their fixing the p

The Honlble Maulavi Saiyid Sir

hon. Friend

The matter was
the other day.

we therefore
ming

ting their bill

price of Rs.23-8-0.

rice by six T
of informati

le
pcopT Babu

pro

Babu
sce still furt

this Gov
Shaw Wallace an

on either
had to pay 2 hig

fit out of thi

The Hoﬂ’b]
rofit.

get sOC P R ABINDRA

will ask Mr. Mookerjece, he will get a

thoroughly discussed in

s at the rate of Rs.19-8-0

upces, and although we

RABINDRA NATH AD
s mistake ?
e Maulavi Saiyid Sir M

her so as to give this bene

Pr The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir

his suggestion,
% Srijut LAK

exc€

nts which
1+

the opP
froM e H

ineé
obtauT Srijut

ss amount P
The Hon

been rea
B

d from

of amrup a
Thc Hoﬂ

aid, from the Agency ?
'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir

n market,

on’ble Maulavi Sayid Si
Calcutta from the controlled market. *

GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: How is it that the Deputy Commis-
llowed the price to rise up to Rs.34 per maund ?

*ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have asked for .
ommissioner’s explanation.

ty C
the DCKEJKED ARMAL BRAHMIN :

The Hon

1 have a.skcd

for the complete details.

The original price fixed by
fixed our price at Rs:23-8-0.

ernment or our agents, reduced the price.
d Co., without knowing the Bihar Government

Later, on a reference to Bihar,

on the part of our agents ort
her price for dal.
ment made a huge

NATH ADITYA:

Sir.
SHESVAR BOROOAH:

lised from the Bihar Government, whom we paid.
AIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know whether
took place from Calcutta by the Agents werc
or from the blackmarket ?

iyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
TALUKDAR : When the price in Bihar is Rs.13-8-0 do

rice at Rs.21-12-0 in Assam too high ?

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 think if my
satisfactory explanation of that.
the mecting of the Fconomic Advisory Board
the Bihar Government was Rs.19-8-0 and
But the Bihar Government without infor-
QOur procuring agents, Messrs.
's action, was submit-

and so this Government had to continue their <
they said that they had reduced their
money back, I am sorry, for want

have got our
he Government, for six months

ITYA: Have not Govern
UHAMMAD SAADULLA: Government did

will Government consider reducing the
fit to the people ? .

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : T will consider
Will Government take steps to recover the

MUHAMMAD SA}_&DULLA :  That has al-

the procure-
from the Government, or

r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: They were

May I know the name of the firms ?

‘ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I do not know.

et e

t Speech not corrected.
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T Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May I know whether we can get Dal
at a reasonable reduced rate ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The price of Dal
h as been reduced now.

Re Chairman of the Hailakandi Town Committee

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :
118. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any no-confidence motion was passed against the Chairman of

the Hailakandi Town Committee in a meeting of the members held on
4th March, 1944 ?

(b) If so, why no action has yet been taken by the Government on that
no-confidence motion ?

(¢c) Whether the budget proposals of the aforesaid Town Committee for 1944.-
45 were passed by its members ? : .

(d) If rot, how the expenditure for the said Town Committee for the above
financial year was incurred by the Chairman ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :
118. (a)—Yes and the Chairman is reported to have resigned.

(b)—Does not arise.

{¢)—No. 1

(d)—As the budgets of the Municipal institutions do not come up to Govern-

ment in time for sanction the Boards and Town Committees are authorised at the
peginning of the financial year to incur necessary expenditureitill fhe fortaal VNG
of the budgets is accorded.

Adjournment Motions
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T have got notices of two Adjournment Motions.

Adjournment Motion 7e virtual starvation of some people in Goalpara town
as a result of Supply Sub-Inspector’s action

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave to move
that this House do now adjourn to discuss a definite and urgent matter of public
importance, namely, the situation a_rlsmgrout of 56 persons’ virtual starvation in the
Goalpara town as a result of the action o' the suEpl};Sub-Inspector of that place.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : wisfi @3 fasah wtx cwrawg 2

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA : wiw sifmifs |1 e @=n Séiw
agdt cefagt @ adtal Express delivery letter #izaify 1 a2 o2 Giogm g
letter, 571 zz0s FifTAlE |

cltatasdte  eata Supply §ub-InsEector Srijut Sris Chandra Datta
csttatasttets g ostmiEer fegi TTe ofsr frmew w1 sfedied i e B
fmitta grwrs frstzeataty b 220s f =g fog i fices, @2 Mo quenss fiss
2208 ao\ {27107 99 519E T @ 821 TS aizel wentn f5f crem 73 whatcga |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  wify Fmtm <fm @3 4933 wief & =
cATET @ w@ B A 0T fofs1arem 2w ¢ This is a serious allegation.

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA : sizts @ wadiw  “t5isaitea wim
7303 gifqre «faaify |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: wdig © telegram @ =ims a2 72

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: Express delivery f565ts vt
atfratts 1 «4s Supply Sub-Inspector Srijut Sris Chandra Datta filgsg

T Speech not corrected,
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Cri AR foreeh 750w TEF aon BiF 29 gueiaa s Bl BETergT R o
M oTeAtT Ty wizia i oreml I% TIANG | T A Sl T 9% 22y @
Qb T cItw wsizica w7 ASCe0s | CBfAS[ITT A= TIANE “Submitted petition
take action”. wadiw zEAE @F.........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : =gz 7adi% FCa0% ?

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: o371 wadigdin @2 :—o%
TRdE—aTdtg T Edd—ym iz f, xm fifpizad o, OW T BF Al
COYRT, 8T @IWET ToT T4, T frei==aT @, eas fifera w9 o Gt cltatEeiio |

TRt s @are fmara 9% i—

‘gt BF wadiEeifEel qawla qas AtseeLgqid Ak etwa sEm adiEE
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(Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia while moving his Adjournment Motion spoke in
Bengali. He also read out two petitions sent to him by several sweetmeat sellers of
Goalpara, accusing the Supply Sub-Inspector, Goalpara, for his refusal to supply flour
and sugar to the sweetmeat sellers unless they paid gratifications.)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Will it be
parliamentary to say that ? These are all slanderous.

The Hon’ble t}w SPEAKER : These are serious allegations.

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: The telegram runs thus :

‘“‘Submitted petition take action.
: " . Chintaharan Dey.”
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : w7 w01 = s=tre vags | wicen  8fow
fomr @z 79 {759 44 31 Deputy Commissioner ¢ wimt | a1 283 @iatfE 349
b} = o~ .
araTed o4 Hon lgle Premier a8 37 fitas 1 Will these people be pre-
pared to give evidence before a law Court to have their evidence tested ?
Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA : #, st Courtae 4% R[9¥

909 | ' Y .
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As you have

already indicated, this is really not a matter for _Adjoumment Motion. My hon. Friend

got information from those pcgple direct only this morning. They have not approached

Government. As my hon. F]-,(_;nd has laid all this before the House, I will take imme-

diate action and start the enquiry, if he will submit the petitions to me.

' The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : wiff wistiis  wadtwe™ Hon’ble

Premierad <1t® e | S @47 gtz waat9 ot waegs

Maulavi MATIOIE RAHMAN MIA : 4% assurance #iteats =7 <tf

qS fFap 99 press Fiarey Gl .

" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : . As the hon. I\{[ejnber does not press his Motion,

I need not decide whether it is in order or not. Srijut Surendranath Buragohain may

now ask for leave to move his AdJourm_nent Motion.

Adjournment Mo_t“m_ 7e: confusion created by Government Notification
inviting applications f“"_ ten State scholarships for courses of study
abroad in connection with the scheme spomsored by the Gevernment

India. *
gfijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of

the House to move that this Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a

definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the confusion created by the

recent Assam Government Notification inviting applications from prospective candidates
for ten state scholarships for courses of study abroad in connection with the scheme

sponsored by the Government of Indig, inasmuch as the said notification ig so made as
to shut out a very large number of suitable candidates.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  When was this notification issued ?
Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: It was issued on the 7th of March,
5.
1943, T'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Why the Adjournment Motion now ?

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN : I am explaining, Sir.

The complaint against this notification is two-fold. One is that? the notification
is so worded that it is intended to shut out the candidates who have obtained the
B.Sc. degree. In support of Lluf;, if I read from one letter which . I received late
yesterday afternoon, the House will appreciate my contention. The letter in question
moes on—¢*1 was simply surprised to read it. The first thing regarding qualifications, =
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states that ‘none need apply who is not a native of the province, etc., and who has not
passed the I.Sc. or the Senior Cambridge Examination or who is a holdef of the B.Sc.
I am really quite at a loss, to make any meaning of the last clause of the
sentence. I can find no reason, why the B.Sc. degree should be regarded as a bar to
the necessary qualifications for the candidaturc. In fact, it is the B.Sc.s that ought to
have got the first preference according to the notification of the Central Government
which says... ‘the candidafes should necessarily hold a degree and any technical know-
ledge will be regarded as an additional qualification’. But to the surprise of us all the
B.Se.s have been debarred from having a chance .  Sir, I have got a copy of the noti-

fication itself which reads like this :—

dezree °.

««None need apply who has not passed the 1.Sc. or Serior Cambridge Examination |

or is holder of a B.Sc. degree.” That means persons who_ have passed the I.Se.
n will be entitled to apply but those who have passed the B.Sc. will not be
Sir, I do not think that this is deliberate on the part of Government.
f the word * not ” before the word “‘passed” has created this

examinatio
entitled to apply-
Perhaps the omission o

n.
conﬁ%;fc Honible the SFEARER ;. Why this Adjournment Motion? This could have
been rectified in other ways. y ‘ | his:
Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: Secondly, Sir, the applications have
been called to reach on or IDEFOI:C the 15th. The Gazette in which this has been
ublished is dated the 7th of this month. Sir, in my own place the Assam Gazelte never
s aches until after Sudgys, S? if it takes 5 days, there is hardly any time for anybody
o ly after receipt of the Gazette. That is why the other letter which 1 received
e g, says like this. *“ This very belated publication means what they know

i ornin - 3 . : ,
]t)hlst ni]f' not to shut out the boys from applying. You will therefore kindly take necessary
S to mitigate the wrong clonfs to the boys.”” Sir, the time that was left was hardly
steps So a very large number of suitable candidates could not

- anyone to EIPP_IY-
egglllfhsi;?'i ﬁi‘syt-. those having passe
a 2

d the B.Sc. degree and secondly, those living at

distant PI2CC%, 1 e SPEAKER : 1 think this will do.
be Hon’b]C Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir,

Fhe Jready indicated, I do not think that this Motion is in order because this
statement of the hon. Mover,

ou h_avﬁv":"as ;ssued on the 7th according to the
notification ht to have, come earlier before the House for this. Secondly, Sir, and I
/L d the notification in that it has shut out the graduates. On the
think, he o are calling for applications from both the 1.Sc.s and B.Sc.s because there
other and, fﬁcs——one is graduate course and the other is a post-graduate course and in

oul sr;ecciw::d more than 500 applications so far including B Sc.s.  So, I think,

(,S een done to anybody.

no wrong.gafrds shortness of the notice, we are h

o he a: o
and s 29 misread

andicapped because the Government

ked us to send names of the first batch of the students by the - 31st of
of India have afhe hon. Members know we are to send the names one week ahead
nd 2% 5 1hi by ttlhet-ﬂ']s.t of ll\hlf“flh- So we could nof but give short notice, I
o as to 168 he House tha is is the first batch of students to be sent up...
inay i“fofnl %OHINI IFU}MAI}:I{ ?HAUDHURY: Sir, the Government of India’s
#Srl_]llnt is that the}f Sd]gur }33 a holder of a degree plus experience. But, Sjr
requif}“fmgolder of a B.A. degree has been altogether excluded ? They might apply fon,'
why t0¢ “ : :
“'Scric:l,ﬂturI&fI ble leaannl?ﬂ}slzlidul‘ Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, the Govern-
© ndia VAT FUMAR GEA LAY Lo be sent up.
OHI IAUDHURI: Sir, as I read it, it says holder of

*Sriju ericnce;
d exP ~PEAKER :
the ER: What doeg the hon. Member want ?

a degfef: z;.?on’bleENDRANATH BUR
: fél ijut SUR ¢ a matter of fact A(-}OI_IIN: Sir, the notice was very short and
Sr as, @ » Published by the Government of India as far hack

in their Press : L
asts °Mmunique,- In spite of that fact this Government

- tte 1
this M2° L ary inate del
puary - rdinate delay and : 3 .
antts is in0 Y has given so little time.

as in J22
' Peech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1In spite of that 500 applications have been received
by Government.

TSrijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: But the fact remains, Sir, if the
notice is read it really excludes those who hold the B.Sc. degree and some clarification
of this is necessary in my opinion.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi- SAYIDUR RAHMAN : But, Sir, there
will be hardly any time (o extend the time. There will be no time to send up the
names in time. ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Having heard the Hon’ble Member who has 1abled
this Adjournment Motion and the Hon‘ble Minister, I do not think “that this 45 2.

matter which can be discussed in an Adjournment Motion, So I do not give my
consent to it.
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
GRANT No.34.
(85A.—CarrtaL OuTLAY ON Provinciar Scug

LAY © : MES CONNECTED wiTH WaAR.)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : On the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum
not exceeding 1{5.49,19‘,900 be granted to defray the charses which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st I\«Ia_rch, 1946, for the administra-
tion of the head “ 85A —Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with war

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Motion moved : d

“ That a sum not exceedig Rs.49,19,900 bhe granted to defy
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on th
the administration of the head “85A . —Capital Outlay on Provi;
with war.”

There are as many as 40 Cut Motions tabled. Now, Cnt

to Grain Storage Schemes, 15-18 Motor Transport Organisation Scheme, 19-20 Stan-
dard Cloth Scheme, 23-32 Consumer Goods Scheme and 32-37- to Ra‘tior’ling Scheme.
Now these are all important matters and the hon, Members will try to speak briefly
on the Motions that will be moved, I shall take up first the Cut Motion under Grain
Storage Scheme. Now there are 14 Clut Motions. There is one cconomy Cut Motion
tabled by Babu Karuna bmd_hu Rn‘y and the Motion tabled by Maulavi Abdul Bari
Choudhury wants only to raise a discussion. I would first ask Babu Karuna Sindhu
Roy to move his Cut ?\’I(_)UOH and then Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury will get  his
chance to move his Motion. Other Members who have tabled Cut Motions and do

not like to move them may speak on these Cut Motions ; but if any hon. Member wants
to move his Gut Motion and wants to put it to vote,

. g he may move separately.
Maulavi ABDUL _1131:’\1{1 GHA[_JDHSUR3' * Sir, as regards Cut] Mot-ic?n No.1*, I
beg to inform that I will not move it. Some other Member may move his Motion.
1Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH - Sir, Cut Motion No.12} standing in the
name of Srijut Kameswar Das may be allowed to be discussed, i
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That will rais i on the policy and if
the hon. Member wants to move his Cut otion he may do so, Those hon.

' ¢ th Ar C 1
l_\/Iembere who want to mov cir Gut Motions can move them, and others who do not
like to move their Cut Motions, may take pa

- rtin the debate and give the; e
habu RF;IBINDR]A A Hf SA.I.) ITSYA P Sir, we would lifévethatt:lzluctn Ili\c/:II(S)tion
No.10** standing in the name o rijut Sarveswar Barua hg .
wards we may discuss other Motions. ¢ taken up first and after

ay the charges which
€ 31st March, 1946, for
1c1al Schemes connected

Motions Nos.1-14 relate

TSpeech nct corrected,
mnder Grant No,34 ‘Major head—gs.. i =
vincial Schemes connecied with War, Minor hﬁarl——A.—’-GmJin Storagi géacapléalb (}?Ufclla}’ lon ];)‘:’y
of Officers at page 154 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e.; the amount  of n;]e, Rl & aqtyaE
R5.49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100. ol the . whole gran
° (T'o raise a discussion about the Grain-SLnrage policy of the Gayer
fThat the provision of Rs.25,!2, 300 under Grant N0.34, ‘Majc,:l ﬂ;}:jm'és A stad flavion
Pi ovtiialBSShcmc;s condncctc]cib “ilih War, Major head—A.—Grain toraq: Sc.:hc.r-n_ec?tp(:ttgl) mzlit gagc
154 of the Budget, be reduced y Rs.100, ie., the . ount of the w s ? e d
reduced by Rs.100. ) B ? aagunt ok the pihole grant of Rs.49,19,9.0 do stan
(To criticise the 111.151!12111;.]15(-{11.;[1{ of the entire scheme b
**That the provision of $.25,12,300 under Grant No.34 . ital Outlay on
Provincial Schemes connected with War, Minor héad-—(;\.;Grazilimstgt-zag‘i_ﬁs?:};?ﬁ; C&z:grl;?;, at pagg
154 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.49,19,900 do stan
reduced by Rs, 100, :
(To raise a discussion o
parts of the Province,)

*T'hat the provision of Rs.62,800

y the Dcpartment.)

n the prevailing scarcity of mustard oil, salt, kerosene, sugar etc,, in various
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: T want that there should be one reply from the
Government to all the points that would be raised by these Motions. Srijut Sarves-
war Barua, who has tabied Cut Motion No.10, will also get an opportunity to move

his Motion.
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: I think, Sir, Cut Motion

more comprehensive.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T am allowing those Motions to be moved which

raise the question of Government’s policy in respect of a particular issue.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : In that case, Sir, the issues would jumble
‘together.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Thercfore, I am asking those hon. Members to

move their Cut Motions which relate to one set of issues soO that the Hon’ble Premier,
who is perhaps ready with his replies, on all possible points that may be raised, would
be able to finish in one reply. I think, that would facilitate the business of the House
to be done expeditiously. Hence, I am asking Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy to move his

Cut Motion No.2—which is an economic Cut Motion ~nd which sceks to make a
substantial reduction—and under the rules T am bound to allow him first to move his

Motion. '
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir

No.12 will be

MUHAMMAD SAA DULLA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, may I bring one point to your notice ?  You have allotted 1 hr. 45 minutes for
the discussion of this Grant. As you mentioned just now, there will be 4 different
iterns for discussion and if you do not allot separate time {or cach dillerent item, there
may not be any time for the discussion of the other iterns.  So, Sir, 1 would request
you whether it would not betonvenient to allot separate time for discussion of each of

the four different items. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:
hour and I think having regard to the state ol the business
necessary to extend time today. I will however try to sc€
disposed of in 1 hr. 45 minutcs.

Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy will now move his Cut Motion.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that the
12,300 under Grant No.34, Major head —85-A.—Capital Outlay on
Provincial Schemes connected with the War, Minor head—A.—Grain Storage
Scheme (total), at pase 154 of the Budget, be refused, i.t., the amount of the whole
granf. of Rs.49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs.25,12.300.

My object of moving this Gut Motion is to disapprove (J‘()\-jc'l'lln]cpt’s action for
their failure in procuring paddy and rice {rom the cultivators of the burlpa- Valley.
Sir. only yesterday, 1 reccived the following telegram from the Muslim League
Plrésident of Chargaon of Nabiganj area. The telegram runs as follows :(—

«paddy lying unsold peasantry almost ruined please arrangc speedy sale™

1 have got similar bundles of telegrams but I would not like to take up the

pble time of the®House ip_reading out all those telegrams. The Hon’ble House
se the condition of the peasantry in the Surma Valley due to the

We have zot about ten minutes from the Question
of the day it will be
that these Demands are

provision of Rs.25.

Vi learly reali
ea
g:fl?cs pursued by the present Government in respect of procurement of rice and
addy- N ’ ‘
P ple the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Member wants to velioe the enine

The Hon
demand 1. €43 BS-25:1233OO- So, unless he puts forward sufficient grounds, how this
cani be dono ¢ A SIND

Babu KAR_UI\L{_ tht- AS;IUI Il{OY: Yesa Sir, T am giving grounds. During the last
November Scsslonnt the’ﬁxatim D Yf—-lhe policy of direct purchase of rice and paddy
by the Government, on of bottom price, cancellation of the licenses of the

Syndicates dopted. B i
2 : F d. t the Ministrv dj : Ea—
Syndicates were adop u inistry did not care to put this policy into practic
z < €.
The Syndicatcs continued to purchase up to 31st Deccmbcr1 1944.. In course of pDecem..

ber, it is 1_1nd61”5t00d lakhs and lakhs of rupees were issued to the Syndicates for :
& ase of rice 'and paddy. The bottom price is not yet fixed. Direct purchase b ptlil-
Government ls_nqt yet begun.. The personnel of the Enquiry Gommittc; hasybee1 2
selected according to the choxcc' of the Syndicates and not according to the wisheI;
e ATham tha Clammitter will heeoin its enquiry. it is not ycrl? certain,

etting up of E ir : A .
and s g up of Enquiry Committee to enquire into the misdeeds of ‘the .
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How the procurement is going on now ? The Government purchase could not
begin because the purchasing machinery was not granted money 10 start work (il
last February. The reason given is that the Hon’ble the Supply Minister and the
Supply Secretary were both away from Shillong for a long time. So, the procurement
had to be made through big license-holders. In Cachar, the Chakravarty Brothers,
the main partner of the old Syndicate, got the licence and went on purchasing on
behalf of the Government. Two or three other gentlemen, the nominees of the
Chakravarty Brothers and some other League M.L. As got the licenses. Similarly,
in Sylhet district, licenses for purchasing up to- 20,000 maunds of rice were issued—and
the entire field was left to these agents in the absence of any direct purchase by the
Government.  No bottom price was fixed, so the license-holders were quite free to
lower down the prices “of rice and paddy, while the Government suppliers got
Rs.12-8-0 per maund of rice, they lowered down their purchase price from the
peasants to Rs.9 per maund. In Buro areas there is practically no purchasing agency -
in operation. ]

What is the GO.VC!‘I"III:K‘Tl]t plan of procurement ? The Government have not vyet
fixed any bottom price. The Government are gomz to purchase directly from the
peasants and we hear that money has been sanctioned to that end. But the direct

urchase by the Govcrmllcnt and the procurement lhrough private license-holders
will go hand in hand. Government won’t purchase more ¢}

1an 200 maunds from a
single cultivator. What would be the lot of cultiv
o

. L ators who possess over 200
maunds ?  Already the dilatoriness on the part of the Government has caused

immense loss to Lhc' cultivators and it has caused a great harm to the Grow-More-
Food-Campaign. The speculators and the old Syndicates have been profitted by it
the most. The policy that the Government are going to enforce in fufure for procu-
rement does not propose to buy all the surplus paddy.

: ' y. It keeps a big loophole for
the profiteers to exploit the peasantry. It is understood

. that Government have to
supply only 4000 tons per month to Military and other Government agencies. The

lack of transport arrangement is the main hottleneck on the way to procurement
as the Government godowns are all fu}ly engaged.

Due to quarrel bet.wce_n the Syndicates and the present procurement. officers, on ac-
count of high fld‘UItCI"dthD. in th(? rice and padd'y stockc_:d by the Syndicates, the present
procurement officers'are not taking charge quickly of the stocks purchased by the
Syndicate. As a result huge stocks of rice and padd;r are being wasted, being exposed
to rain and sun. And this is happening when the Province faces a food shortage in
the coming months due to less out turn of crops in the past year. It is estimated that
the loss that the Goverhment is going to incur duc to this may go up to 50 lakhs. In the
Assam Valley districts the Steel Bro‘lhcrs are resorting to the $ame corrupt praciices as
was donc by the Syndicates in the Surma Valley last year. The discontent amongst
the peasantry is quite noticeable in _all) the purchasing centres,

Sir, how could it happen )111(6 this > How could the present Ministry defy the un-
animous verdict of the House? The I\-i-lmst-ry could be bent down during the November
Session, because the Members of the Muslim League and the Gongress Party  joined
their hands for saving the peasantry from the{r distress. But since November last the
turns and twists in Assam politics and especially the land settlement issue have led
o a conflict between the Go'ngrcss and the League and the Hon’ble Premier could get
his own way and dely the wishes of the people and this House. In course of this
Session the situation has worsened still. ~ Our Colleagues in the opposite benches—I
mean the Members of the Musllm_ Lc_ague _haye completely surrendered to the
reactionary policy of the present Cabinet in their eagerness 1o somehow maintain the
present Cabinet in office. Sir, it is unIortunatt_z- that those Members who honestly
feel for the cultivators instead c‘)i.changmg the attitude of the present Cabinet have
rendered themselves to the position oi-thc “Yes-men® of the Cabinet, We presume, it is
for this reason thatllhc League l’remde.nt Maulana Abdul’ Hamid Khan did not
even attend this Session.  But how we wish that he would he present here to tackle the
situation consistent with the policy of the mighty organisation which he represents.
Where the progressive forces fight among themselve

. 8, reaction reigns supreme. I, Sir,
fervently appeal to my Muslim League Colleagues in this House to reconsider the
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whole position and instead of somchow maintaining the position of the present
Cabinet, even at the cost of the Muslim Leaguc prestige itsell, they should rise equal
to the occasion, enter into a negotiation with Congress on all vital issues—specially on
food and procurement and civil liberty— and make a‘joint front against all corruption
and bunglings to save our people from utter ruin. %

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs. 25,12,300 under Grant No. 34, Major head—85-A.—
Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War, Minor head—A.—
Grain Storge Scheme (total), at page 154 of the Budget, be refused, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 25,12,300.”

Srijut SARVESWAR  BARUA: Sir, I beg to move: that the
provision of Rs. 25,12,300 under Grant No. 34, Major head-—85-A.—
Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes connected - with the War,  Minor head-—A.—
Grain Storage Scheme (total), at page 154 of the Budget, - be reduced by Rs. 100, -
i.e., the amount of the whole grant ol Rs.49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

The object of my Motion is to raise a discussion on the prevailing scarcity of
mustard oil, salts, kerosene, sugar ctc. in various parts of the Province.

When the Government have taken upon themselves  the task of not
only controlling the prices of foodstuffs but also of the supply of
these to the people, it is up to them to scc that the  supply
is regular and that the pcople may not suffer from the want of the d.aily necessa-
ries of life. It would not do to plcad_ the transport difficulties and the failure of their
agencies to procure goods ip time or in sufficient quantites because they Enught to have
provided against these contingencics, as they are no longer new to the urlllure.suc'n factors
in the present war time situation. If we take the case of }n_usun-d oil, it is a most
indispensable article of our f.ooc_l, and the Hon’ble Prime Minister has admitted that
at least the Assam Valley Districts are self-supporting in respect of this (.E()‘ll]nl.odlty_ But
according to his own showing, the Government Agent—Assam Valley 'Trading Syndi-
cate—who purchascd the last year’s mustard seed crop, managed to smuggle away a
large part of the crop to Bengal :fmd as a result the Assam Valley Oil Mills have had
to remain idle for a long period of their working season and hence the  scarcity of
mustard oil in the Assam Valley, where enough mustard sced is grown. This is a
clear instance of the mishand!mg of thq situation, hcc,:ause the ]‘)rmmpal cannot shirk
off liability for wrongs committed by his agents. While the Government have thus

allowed our own mustard seed to find its way to ‘Bengal, they have failed to bring
in time sufficient mustard oil from other provinces where it is available.  Even

what small ‘quantities they have brought from qutsidc is ui't(:ln [E].FUIIIC[ to |).c unfit for
human consumption. Within the Valley itself, we find xlnustard \.sc]fc _gri(?;@pg areas like
Majuli and North Lakhimpur, where there are no oil mills, ll'r(!\c{{t JC(_«H'L”% to their own
fate in respect of mustard oil, as the Government have made 1O arrangement for
giving a definite quota from the outturn of the mills, which get '111611‘ supplies ol mus-
tard seed from these areas. '}"l’{ls was revealed to me the oLhcl“dd}’ th“_ the proprie-
tor of the Ganesh Oil Mills of Tezpur who gets 50 per cent. of the mustard seeds for
his mills from the North Lakllluripilr subdivision, .toId me that no quota of his out-turn
has been allotted to dNOft akhimpur $ubdivision, though the gentleman was
e ongugh . to a8 mit our claim to 25 per cent of his out-turn.
1 took the lnl_” wa‘e;dlglmedlatd}’ to the Flon’ble Sir Muhamma-d Saadulla
who, after heatiop s z:] le-gec? i who bore me out, was convinced of our
fair claim for @ quot%an promised to issuc instructions through the Supply Depart-
ment to the Deputy clm_flmlssmner , v arrang, for fixing a quota for the North Lakhim-
pur subdivision- ’If:iéllel‘: c‘;a(?{al')[eome In many places have been left in the lurch: in
respect of yarious d-tl e ily necessity for no fault of theirs. A place like Gauhati,
the most jmportan ¢ 4 L re, mnot to speak of other placcs, has been suffering
from acute dearth © ::lug‘?‘ 0}' about a couple of months. In spite of Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s assurance uring the last November Session to issue directions to all distri

. wonal officers to increase the ratj 4 istrict
and subdivision® se the ration of salt to L secer per head, we heard a

chorus of complaints {rom so many Members yesterday that the rations had not been
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raised in some districts. The direction in question reached
the middle of February last.  As regards kerosene, the people of my subdivision have
been in a very miserable plicht, with a ridiculous ration of } a seer per month per
houschold. T gave notice of a few Questions on the subject, but, asis the case with
all my Questions except two, thev have not yet come up for reply. This paltry ration of

4 a scer also has been recently subjected to a further cut of 25 per cent. in [aveur of
some other place.

my subdivision only after

In view of such mismanagement we can not but call upon the Government to

seriously consider how they can improve the situation, failing which they should make
room for others. !

With these words I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

““That the provision of Rs. 25,12,300 under Grant No. 34, Major head—85-A.—
Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War, Minor head—A.—
Grain Storage Scheme  (total), —at page 151 of the Budger, be reduced by Rs. 100,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs, 100.”

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs.25,12,300
under Grant No. 34, Major hcad—BS'A-—Ut}P“a‘ Outlay on Provincial Schemes
connccted with the War, Minor head—A.—Gral_n Storage Scheme (total), at page
154 ol the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e. the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 49,19,900 do stand reduced by " Rs. 100, '

The object of my bringing this Motion is to criticise the
ment of the entire scheme by the Department. Looking at th
44, the budget and revised 1v44-45, and budget 1945-46, we §
a considerable amount of a ]agqlcft at the close of each year. The total lag at the cnd
of 1945-46, is estimated at 'Irs. 3,38,92. The increased expenditure a::a.ch year is
said to be duc to large reserves ot paddy and rice at the disposal of the Government.
This large reserve has, howevcx_-, been nowhere explained as to its extent and purpose-
Then again thqllgh the cxp_cndlturc and the lag at each year’s end have been increasing
no corresponding benefit is seen to have been acer

VoS ; uing to the people who are undrego-
ing trouble and hardships in increasing degrees. T X =

ed ) . he increasing amounts of unrealised
money though explained as responsible for large stocks of grains cannot but be due

to the mismanagement of the Department. We have already heard from every quarter
that there have been inadequate supply of almost all the essential articles of foodstufls.

We do not understand “_’h_}’ with so many Government agencies for procurcment
and distribution and for retailing, there should.havc been any inadequacy of food-stuff.
It is not the case that these articles are not available.  What seems to be (he position is
that there arc too many agencies under the appointment of the Government with the
result that some of these agencies practically do nothing but take our their quotas from
the procuring agencies, holdr them in stock for sometime thereby causing some delay
and then distribute it to some other dlstrt}butmg Or retailing agtncy again. This
way time is lost and cost 1s increased. 1 fdofl t see the work of the Assam Valley Supply
Syndicate. They mercly get their things from Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company
of Calcutta and distribute the same articles to the wholesalers in the different districts.
These wholesalers 1n their turn again sell out to the retailers. So it seems that there are
too many agencies. As there are wholesalers in every subdivision there can be no
difficulty to get the things distributed direct from Messrs, Shaw. Wallace. With the
existence of too many intermediary agencies the ultimate cost is bound to rise delay is
inevitable for the articles to reach the consumers and  things are bound to deteriorate
in the various courses of their transactions. It also gives

workings and manage-
e figures of actuals 1943-
nd that there has been

‘ scope for corruption in the
meanwhile. : S A

Sir, the co-operative societies are being neglected. 1 think they might be given
full scope in the dealings of the necessary articles. &

‘There js the general murmurings that most of
without proper advertisement and that some of
indiscriminate.

the appointments have been made
. these appointments have been
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Profiteering and hoarding are going on as merrily as can be conceived of without
any steps being taken to check them. Corruption is also rampant. Only this morning
we have heard of a peculiar case at Goalpara. This is, I think, only an illustration
of the many cases that are going on in the country. Everywhere supply is not
regularly given. Supply of things mcant for a particular period reaches only long
time after the lapse of the period meant. All these appear to be due to mismanage-
ment. So, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

«That the provision of Rs. 25,12,300 under Grant No. 34, Major hecad—385-A.—
Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War, Minor head—A.—
Grain Storage Scheme (total), at page 154 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 1007

Dr. C. G. TERRELL: Mr/ Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the provision of
Rs. 25,12,300 under Grant No. 34, Major head—85-A.,—Capital Outlry on Provincial
Schemes connected with the War, Minor head—A .—Grain Storage Scheme (total), at

age 154 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount ol the whole grant of
Rs. 49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. ]

My object of moving this Motion, Sir, 1= to draw the attention of Government to
the urgent need for supply of pure mustard oil in Assam.

Sir, it will, I think, be agreed to by Government that there are good grounds for
their accepting the fact that considerable anxicty exists owing to the widespread
adulteration of mustard oil, and that therc isa growing insistence for the supply of

are standard oil. We have ample cvidence, and more could easily be made
available,—that much of the mustard oil at present being retailed in this Province—
emanating from controlled and uncontrolled sources—is of poor quality, often
adulterated and contaminated and as such, injurious to the consumer.

Consumption of this unwholesome substance often results in various forms of bowel
diseases and, indirectly, different toxic effects on the individual, dependant on the types
_of adulterant used. Apart altogether [rom any toxic effects, it must also be borne in
mind that its food value_ is often negatived, and as wec have to depend largely on
mustard oil for the c_sscntlal fat constituent of the diet of the people, it will be apprecia-
ted how serious is this loss. g

At the risk of repetition, I can ré-affirm that there is in this Province at the present
time a great deal of a.dulteratcd mustard oil which is injurious to health and often unfit
for human consumption. . _

The Hon’ble Prime Minister has again told us
to produce Su.fﬁCi(:nt mustar.d oil for its requirements, p .
large quantities have to be imported by Government from outside-notably the Um_ted

Provinces. In view of this it docs not appcar to be beyond the bounds of practica-
uggest that- imported oil should be controlled to the extent of a proper

ility to S : P :
Exagliﬂatio“ of a percentage by analysis, before it 1s distributed to the authorised

dealers. : Cn : 5 : : :
not. After 1ts distribution, and as far as the oil manufactured in the Province 1§

conccrncd, we must look to our own machinery and resources for combating adultera-
on, and it will be found that these are hopelessly inadequate and unsatisfactory.
This is Iarg?l.y due to the f-act that_wr: have to depend upon the Assam Pure Food Act,
Shosc provieos often fail in practice to achieve the objects for which it was designed.
1t would_ not {]‘Jeh(')uj&ff place to briefly outline a few of the difficulties encountered
Sncthejoperation o this Act, and foremost amongst them is the fact that the Act must
Be admlmslercd by chal Authorities. :
faltl}ough th;’:; ts:e;i t?gn ;eg_al_ bar to Local Authoritics appointing Health Officers
and instituting P Ficde itis found that in practice obstacles nearly always oc:ur.
These inciude a general lack of interest, lack of fund d the f h: issi i
Local Board Chairman must be l’ L R e i o i 3
thcd ::;tood that owing to local inﬁuo )timed prion fo'dny prosecution ;. and ML be
und¢€ R contral by I ences and party interests, this is oftery difficult to
obtain. L Dy Local Authorities i i i
for them to appoint H b s is to continue, then it should be compul-
oty for )8] ealth Officers, and f r !
5 € urthermore, that funds should be placed

isposal of these
2t the disposa hese wrbanand rural Health Oficers authorised under (e AGH

that owing to the inability of Assam
articularly in the Surma Valley,

This procedure would at least confirm whether the imported oil was pureor

L}
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towards the cost ol prosecution. These officers should be fully recognised by, and
co-operate with, the Police Department, independently of the Local Authorities, and it
will be obvious to all that it would be grea.dy in the best interosts that local authority
control should completely disappear. :

Apart from the above there are many defects in the body of the Act itself whose
clauses are indefinite and encourage evasion. Some of these difficulties which have
recently been encountered in one of the sudivisions in confirming successful prosecu-
tions have been Dbrought to my notice, and a few of them can with advantage be
briefly mentioned— =

(1) Increased punishment for repeated offences can be avoided by substitution of
the name of some other member of the stafT of the establishment concerned.

(2) 1 understand that the sale of" adulterated oil as fuel has been allowed by the
High Court in a recent case in Karimganj Subdivision, setting asidé the conviction
from the Lower Court.- It is, Ltluqk, a most unfortunate and retrograde judgment,
as many of the consuming publi¢ will use this oil for food, and in fact it is used very
little for fuel purposes. The ﬁpa] result of this judgment can only be to increase the
difficultie- of those who are trying to expose this evil practice of adulteration.

(3) Under Rule 3 the accused has the right to demand that the Court obtain a
further opinion by analysis of an expert other than the Assam Public Analyst. This
often results in conflicting _Teports Whlch' go to benefit the accused, and it is against the
interests of successful convictions that this right of a second opinion should be allowed.
The Public Analyst’s opinion should be final, but it may be found advisable to
strengthen this department. A .

Other difliculties in administration,and application of the Act include inadequate
penalties, and also the _fact Lh_at samples taken have to be paid for. Also that adulte-
rated food-stuff’ unfit for humap consumption must be handed over to the Local
Authority for dlsposal_ur dts"tructmn as it thinks fit, instead of immediate d

I will conclude with a few general observations and sugges ions—

(a) That the Pure Food Act should be thoroughly revised and strengthened in the
light of experience gained. ; :

(b) That 1its admlm?tratlon.should come directly under the Public Health Depart
ment and should be entirely divorced {rom Local Authorities, and that the Health
Officers should be appointed by and be responsible to the Public Health Department
and granted full powers. o : :

(c) An inter-provincial arrangement should be  made to cover all imported oil—
this for the reason that under normal conditions the Surrl__la. Valley, for .example, gets
its supply of oil from such places as Chandpur, Bhairab, Ashuganj, Dacca and
Cal(‘.‘i}ﬁg' Assam Act, by reciprocity, should provide for the prosecution of traders
concerned with exporting contaminated food-stuffs and unless this is done, Bengal
merchants will be encouraged to dispose of such ‘material to the unfortunate consumers
in As(s;mThat at the earliest possible time the Public Health Department should be
provincialised and arrangement be put in hand for the necessary legislation which

bc inVOlVCd: . .
wou]E:L) The Bombay Act provides for labelling of foodstuffs and
foodstuffs of a certain pr_(‘scrlbcd standard, and this should be 1
exclude all inferior material and enable a proper check to be maintained.

(/) It might not be out of place to refer once more to a suggestion which I put
forward 4 years ago in t_hls .A53embly-—t0 the effect that the whole mustard oil industry
in this Province, including imported mustard oil, should be directly under the control
of Government and sold undr;r license as in the case of country spirit,

The additional source of revenue to Government would compensate them for the
necessary expenditure and would ensure that the consumer wag able to purchase a pure
standard mustard oil of one quality only. '

To my mind, this is the best solution of all, but as it may
unpracticable, I hope at least (]llf; consideration will be given ¢
which are made with a very genuine desire to see an early,

estruction,

also for the sale of
ntroduced so as to

again be consid.ered
0 the other suggestions,
radical and permanent
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betterment in policy for the control and supply of all foodstufts,
musitard oil.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved :
¢“That the provision of Rs.25,12,300 under Grant No. 34, Major. head—85-A.—
Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War, Minor head—A.—
Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e.,

Grain Storage Scheme (total , at page 154 of the
25.49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs 100.”,

the amount of the whole grant of I
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T will only add a few words and
will not make a speech
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  May I tell the hon. Member that I want that the
Hon’ble Premier should begin his reply at 12-35.
Mr. JOBANG D MARAK: Sir, I will raise only one point regarding the
arrangement for the distribution of foodstufls and the difliculties that we are experienc-
ing. I want to bring this to the notice of the Government for their needful action.
arder in the Garo Hills is that

Regarding keroscne the Deputy Commissioner’s X
allowed to get white kerosene and

people who draw Rs. 60 and above per month are
those who draw below Rs.60 are allowed to get red kerosene. Pecople have protested

against this arrangement but no action has been taken as yet.
Then, about ghee distribution, people are placed in different categories—({a)-
ople who will consume ghee at one seer per month will have to pay Rs.2-12-0 per seer,
5) those who will consume above one seer will have to pay Rs.3 to Rs.4 per seer and
(¢) those who will consume 5 seers or more will hav.e to pay more than Rs.5_pcr seer., I
myself had consultation with the Deputy Commissioner about this but he did not desire
to change this plan. My suggestion was that the ghee required for the consumption of
Jlocal people in the district should be given at a flat rate, but his intention is to give
rofit to the traders. The surplus ghee will be exported by the traders outside the

I do not know what will be the price of these surplus ghee.

mustard oil, of course, I partly agreed with the Deputy Commissioner
rotested very strongly against this arrangement. Monopoly was given
who collects mustard sceds throughout the district at the rate of
aund, whereas there are some traders who are offering Rs.18 to Rs.20
his was the reason of complaint by the people. But I was partly satisfied
with the explanation given by the Deputy Commissioner in which he said th;}t the
Marwari who has got a mill at Mankachar agreed to sell all the extracted oil out

of mustard seeds he purchased to the Garo Hills people at the rate of Re. 1-6-0 at the
wholesa store whereas we had to pay

le store and one anna more at the retailsale ¢
Re. 1-9-0 at the Government controlled stores. And c_vcrybody knows, Sir, the quality
of the Government oil is very bad. Again, Sir, who will check whether the Marwari
is exporting some oil from the entirc supply of mustard seeds that he got ? For
¢his very fear of export of mustard seeds the Deputy Commissioner did not give them
to the Sther tenderers, but my question is who will check what the Mgl‘vyarl was
doing with the mustard sceds, and whether any seed was going out of the district ?
Now, Sir, the arrangement made for the djstribution of salt and sugar is very
ctory. We used to get one seer of sugar per head per month, but the quota
ced to half a scer, and what was worse, we were compelled  to  purchase gur
supplicd by Government along with sugar. The quality of the gur supplied in
Government shops is so bad that it is fit only for distillation purpose. Though good
qualitY gur wWas available atliarcnlnas 0-9-0 for 3 powas in other shops, 1 do not understand
why we should be compe. (l: to take the bad quality gur supplied by Government.
Unless one purchases gur With sugar, no sugar can be had.
Wwith these few ylgfﬁ'dl\s&g ORLAS Wy seat,
Mr. _BAIDEE,_‘;’ by my honKER\IEE= Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support all the
on&iﬂmbcr of this Hous Friends. The point at issue is very simple because
every hon- VU Al da use feels in his heart of hearts the difficulties which we
e experiencing no; ays. Sir, I think, even the Hon’ble Pri Mini :
¢ the position of foodstuffs is not what e exoc e Prime Minister will not
at we expected from this Depariment.

dcfﬁgngﬁr we, not only the Members of thi 3
w of this House but others also, meet there is only

and in particular of

Regarding

but the people p
to one Marwarl
Rs.13-8-0 per m
er maund. So, t

unsﬂtisra
was redu
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one discussion that we are suffering for want of sugar for want of mustard oil, salt,
and o0 on.

Now, Sir, it has been rightly meniioned by some of the hon. Members on the floor
of this House that the figures in the Budget have been embodied in such a way that it
is very difficult to enter into the real state of affairs. You will find, Sir, that so far as

o pay of officers is concerned, it is more than three times of what it was 3 years ago.
The actuals for 1943-44 was Rs.20,761, the estimated figure for the last year was
Rs.28,880, but the revised figure for the same is Rs 41,450 and the Budget estimate for
1945-46 is Rs.62,800. Sir, about establishment also you will find from Rs.1,55,343,
the actual for 1943-44, the Budget cstimate is Rs.3,28,700. The number of  officers
and establishmeit is being incressed and with it our sufferings are also increasing.

Now, Sir, there is another relevant point, and that is unde: one head “Contin-
gencies”’; for purchase of foodstufls inside the province, for purchase of foodstulls
outside the province and other miscellaneous expenditure—God knows what they are —
the amount is Rs.30,00,000, and the total of contingencies is less than the revised
estimate of last year. So, the purchase will be iess than last year whereas the officers
and establishinent cost is going to be increased by more than 50 per cent. this

ear. -
y As regards the actual position, the Government themselves have admitted that it
is very difficult to give accurate figures, even approximate figures. So far as the lag is
concerned, it is increasing every year. It has been rightly pointed out by Mr. Kames-
war Das that all these points }}ave not been explained in the Bude;c-t Memorandum. We
expected to get some explanation of thc_ round figures in the Budqet Memorandum.

But there also the Government have finished their duty in one or two sentences. They

themselves say ‘“The schfzme will have to be continued in the Budget year, and the
estimated expenditure is TRs.5,75,12 while recoveries have been taken at

Trs.5,50,00, leaving a deficit of Trs.25,12. The tatal lag at the end of 1945-46

will thus stand at ‘TRrs. 3,38,92 from the inception of the scheme in 1942-43. The,
figures are 1'1ece'ssar11}i only extremely rough estimates”’. Now, Sir, where such a big
amount which is more than the income of this Government even at the present time
when there are so many windfalls, is going to be spent, nothing has been placed before”
this hon. House by which we can really understand what is bgoing on so far as this
Department is concerned.
As regards supply, SU‘_; as I have already stated everybody feels in his heart of
hearts how the matter Is going on. Some articles have been controlled and some
rationed, but we see irregularity everywhere. = We always hear that we shall get half

a seer of salt per head but UPUH'HOW no effect has been given to it. The other day, I

heard not only on the floor of this House b.ut elsewhere that from April Government
will give effect to it. I do not know what will happen.
As regards kerosenc oil it has been sufficiently discussed, So, I do not want to

* take any more time of the House.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA. M. Speaker, Sir, much has been said on
thé floor of this House and outside about the unwholesome character of the controlled
coramodities that have been supplied to the consumers. I do not like to dilate on
this further. 1 am, however, glad to note that some improvement in the quality of
foodstuffs have been affected. The Gur supplied now by the  Assam Valley Syndicate
does no longer scare away ants as it used to do before but the stench emitted by the
article is still an enigma _to children to the great satisfaction of their parents. The
Dal formerly refused to be boiled to be edible has very kindly COnscntEd now to be
s0Mueto the efforts and direction: of the Hon’ble: Premier though it still demands
enough time, persuasion, coaxing and cajoling on the Part of those in charge of the
culinary department of the households. ~ "ut though they have improved ]gn quality
their quantities are reduced and people have been forced to pa pric e
and dirts. etc. mixed with them. ~ The Atta and Flour which hawe foorees (O P00
luxury are still full of vitaminous elements like maggots and worms Mu tércd oil has
completely disappeared from ‘he open market and what is ava;ihble i‘; the black-
market is highly adulterated. Tts prices are ruling at a very hj h ]c‘vc] At presents
milk, vegetables: and fish constitute a distinet problem by tﬂem%clvesv " Mal-nutrition
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of a grave character has become a chronic trouble whose incidence is widespread-
Heavy deterioration in the health of the people is a patent reality which  has been
further accentuated by the bad quality of foodstuffs that the agencies of the Govern-
ment are supplying. In the November Session ol the Assembly, Sir, I humbly suggested
to the Hon’ble Premier to advise the Assam Valley Supply Syndicate to change their
name and style to that of the Assam Valley ‘Sucking’ Syndicate. But to my grief, my

suggestion has not yet been accepted and, I am afraid, it will never be.
As regards corruption in the Department the less said the better.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER .-—There was a long discussion about coriuptions the

other day.
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA. Very well, Sir,
The other day soimne friends of mine were complaining about the scarcity ol some
essential consumer goods. An old gentleman was listening  to their gricvances with
rapt attention. He suddenly jumped from his seat and raising his index finger at : ]
them asked them whether they had gone through the book ¢Cheta Bani’’. Sir, I ,
Hon. House that this book has become the best seller in the market
It has predicted

may inform this me. 3
and it has reached almost all the nooks and corners of this Province.
The old gentleman con-

that ‘Kalijuga’ is at an end and that ‘Satyajuga’ is near. cntle
fronted all of us with the bold assertion that “Satyajuga’ has been dawning in Assam.
* ¢the said, ‘‘that for wantof razors and clippers our hair has become

matted ? TFor scarcity

¢cHave you not seen’’,
in direct defiance to

604

[ am not referring to it. -

f mustard and hair oil our hair has become

long ? For wanto
of razors and razor blades our beards and moustaches have grown 11
his’ and modern Shaws. For want of cloth we are going to be so many
e remind you of Milton’s ‘Visible Dark- |

the ancient ‘Ris
Does not the quota of Kerosen

- )
¢Digambaras’. ) 5 !
ve all been condemning the modern ion as an evil.

system ol educat

B S P

ness’ ? , You ha L [ C ! Sl
Does not the scarcity of paper, stand in the way of such education ?  Is not
' bliss ? Consumption of unwholesome and adulterated foods and malnu-

u dullards, you forget that

ignorance a L ] : I
trition have forced many a people Lo die young but you ;
: d them to live longer-in heaven where there 1s DO serfdom where there

necessity of diminish-

:s has enable¢ :

F;nno want. You should try to convince the people about the
;Lng their wants and thcreby”to prepare L}wm for the glorious age at least t}}c days ?f
Adam and Eve to come. The advice of the old man deserves our serious consl-
. I am afraid,

Sir, I have only three comments
artment is concerned. But I should

f these accounts. In spite of the
sittee and the Appropriation

dera&‘f‘A_ WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker,
m quite uncharitable where the Supply Dep
[ a ain suggestions about the presentation o

: o make cert ‘
hk? lt"ca.tioﬂ of the Reports of the Public Accounts Comn |
o artment is conducting its

mittee there is no means of finding how the Supply Dep t |

Gt The Supply Department has an income of 6% per cent. cess on rice and |

. digenous commodities and levy of a 10 per cent. cCss on imported commodities.

I tghe present moment the levy on import and the cess on the indigenous com-

But .a.ts are all bunched together under general receipts. 1 hope the Government

oL llect these accounts as far as rice and paddy are concerned and keep i
are concerned. Secondly, I hope

: [of
Lntend Setoar(;-tc from the accounts as far as imports
thes¢ wiﬁ keep two accounts for the indigenous commodities of rice and paddy sepa-
they for the two Valleys so that this Assembly will have some mecans of estimating how
rate — " done in two different areas—one area where it is done by private enterpiise 1
traglg%lothﬁr area where it is done by a Government agency- My main suspicion is

ar o) the Surma Valley we have lost in 1944 a.very large sum of money on rice

that addy accumulate

d at the end of December, 1944, much of which has not yet
in my estimate, by Rs.2 or

and P f which the market i
sold and © ? price has dropped
b -8-0 per maund.w:\’ ?ﬁzﬁ?vlf r Government do present their accounts for Supply
1 hope ¢ able to see where we have made our profits and-

epartme de our loss
Ehg"e Wc'ha\;ec;nrrgllmodities nt:}.smnlOt only between the two Valleys but between the
s ci:'rovinc'i- This. Sir (i:Sy’l first imports and second, rice and paddy grown
within fhﬁg a good deal ity tinnt;}f only reason for my intervening in this decbate.
1ng  © & » L e -3
1 am 28808 O nment should split it ue Pr(l.]sent accounts which are masking the whole
p these accounts between the two Valleys and

osition - b
L etween the two
sphit it up groups of commodities.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, 1 find that the intention of my Friend Comrade Karuna Sindhu Roy is as much as
mine, thatis, we should try to procure as much paddy and rice from the culti-
vators direct as is possible so as to relieve the pecuniary difficulty of these people and
also to relieve the very short godown space the cultivators have for the next boro
crops that will be coming in May. But I cannot undérstand his mentality
when he wants to reduce the entire sum that I have provided for this pur-

ose.

F The House endorsed my suggestion in the November Session that we would
purchase direct from the cultivators, keep the goods in their charges and advance
40 per cent. of the price.  For this purpose, money will b- required, and in the
Budget I have provided the money under the head, which my hon. Friend wants
now tocut out entitely. If hon. Members will turn *‘to page 154 of the Budget, the
very first scheme they will find is the Grain Storage Scheme—Expenditure on establish-
ment and purchase of food-stuffs, etc.—Rs.5,75 lakhs and odds. Deduct—Receipts and
recoveries on account of sale proceeds of food-stuffs, etc.—Rs.5,50 lakhs. ‘lhe
balance is 25 lakhs. My Friend wants to reduce the entire sum, thereby crippling
the fund from which the money shall have to be advanced. It is for this reason
why I warted to know, Sir, what the support of my Friend Mr. Baidyanath
Mookerjeec meant and he was pleased to say that he was supporting every Motion that
has been placed before the House. Tam surprised at this altitude, 1 think in his
heart of hearts Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee does not want the entire sum to be
reduced. )

My Friend Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy has placed before the House his arguments or
his grounds for complaints against the presznt Ministry regarding this departt’ment. We
hadl heard at least ten times on the floor of this House the same speech from the com-
rade. I am co.nstram:d therefore to repeat the same argument that I advanced in the
past. My Friend has rcfcrrgdr again to the advauce of money to the Syndicate in
December and has loudly criticised that lakhs of rupees were given to the Syndicate to
buy in December, 1944. If my Friend has got some subterranean means of getting infor-
mation, he is sadly lacking in the real explanation of the money that was advanced.
The Syndicate have got to send their monthly reports. Generally, the monthly_reports
reach Shillong by the 25th of the month subsequent, to the month of accounts. As
the House refused to allow to continue these two Sy

¢ : ndicates to operate, they closed
the accounts and, according to their books, they stopped purchase of fresh rice

and paddy in C{?l‘tﬂin arcas from the 25th November last. In the last return, they
submitted their bill for _])F_Jl‘ChEi-SCS made f‘f)r October and after taking accounts it was
found that for the quantities they have delivered to Government they have to get about
6 lakhs of rupces more. As 1thl5 Syndicate had gwven a bank guarantee for 10 lakhs
of rupe s I ord_crcd that 6 lakhs ofl"upecs co_ulc? be paid. This payment was not for the
purpose of giving them some capital to buy in the month of December as my Friend
insinuate.

I am tired of stating the reasons for the change
Enquiry Comuuittee which my Friend has again urged in
The same question as  regards bottom price T have answered to-day ad nau-
seam. So I won’t repeat. But one point I will mention about which he said that
procurement direct from the Cul‘_tlvators had not yet started. In reply to very many
questions 1 said that my report is that procurement had started towards the end of
February in certain areas, of course. My Friends do not seem to realise the various
difficulties from which Ehls scheme .18 suffering. Tt is not possible for
Government servants who \\:1]1 he purchasing direct from the cultivators to carry big
sums of money in loose co111ns or in currendy notes from house to house, What we
thought is to engage some Banks to advance money in different subdivisions so that
the cultivators who are to get money will get from near their home. But unfortu-
nately the .l'mancc Department insists that if we are to entrust this business to
any _Bzmk, it must be a scheduled Bank I cannot complain on this reservation by
the Finance !Yepartment. But at the same time, there js a dearth of scheduled
Bank in the Surma Valley and thercfore the “question is hanging fire. We bave

in the personnel of  the
support of his Cut Motion.
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and the cultivators who are now to receive

this 40 per cent. advance shall have to come to Sylhet. At the present moment a
satisfactory solution about the Bank to be engaged for issuing the money has not
been arrived at. (A woice:— That will not be possible.). It is not possible ! But
we are considering whether a certain Bank which has got the largest number of
branches in these subdivisions could not be engaged provided this Bank would
give guarantec of a scheduled Bank *

My triend Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy also stated tl
that they would be taking monthly four thousand tons of rice from the Surma Valley

hut for lack of transport this will not be carried. I can assure him, Sir, that this four
thousand tons per month have been carried over the Hill Section from the Surma
Valley towards Upper Assam. All the transport has been arranged for but
just at the present moment bne of the customers ceascd (0 take any more until
further notice. Therefore, the movement over the Hill Section has been limited from
March to 2,500 -tons only. We are trying to secure other cuslomcrs‘;md I can
assure the House, if we find any customer, arrangement will be made for transport
not only for four thousands tons but even for a heaviecr quantty. "Thercfore, Sir, I
request Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy to see that there 1s no ‘Ioundzmon in the charges
that he has made. Satisfactory explanations have been given to every charge and
he will sce that it will not be in the best interests ol the cultivators themselves if he

.ses his Motion. ; .
preb&i?helsﬂon’blc the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Premier will continue after

lunch.

advanced money from the Sylhet treasury

1at although Government said

Adjournment

was then adjourned for lunch till 2 P.M.

The Agsclnbly
After lunch

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir. T next take the Motion of my hon. Friend Srijut Sarveswar Barua. He has stated
ir, 1 Fot which we have al'cady debated. He said that the supplies are irregular.
certain thing Then he complained about mustard oil about which I have

5 ee wlth him. s 3 .
I quite atglicat Jength on many occasions. My hon. Friend has said that most of the
spoken at g < o outside are unfit for human consumption. We have had com-
I can say this much, Sir,

¢ that from our hon. Friend Dr. Terrell as well. ’
e onsignment of oil was sent from

plaint abo time it was arranged that whenever any €
AL ANOT ~ o fhisi-oalie it was the United Province —three samples would be
a Province—1 |d be sent to the Central Government, one would be sent to the analyst

the analyst of the Province

ou . :
taken, gnc\;ﬁ;cc exporting and the third would be sent to
of the 1ro ¢ for some reasons or other that was not given effect to by the Gen
t to adopt that procedure

5 u 7

1mp0rtmge’n " 1 will again press upon the Central Governmen

Governm} ay be a little check on aduiteration at the source.
. 1

m : H 1
sO tha-tl tpherzgam, Sir, as regards oil produced in tHe Province itself, we have an Trs
Then, bly ttached to the oil mills at Gauhati and I will ask him to take a
s to our public analyst and

pector of SCL:;cry onsignment and to send it on for analysi
?afnl?le of €7 o be good then aloie we will allow the consignment tv be issued to
1f_ it is fOUlLel.c there is necessity for it. The great difficulty about mustard oil has
districts Wmcntioned the other day, that adulteration with ground-nut oil may not be
been, as * B 0, adulteration with linseed oil will be harmful for human consumption but
fie_!etc,rf'gud ¢ to nd the adulteration, I will see, Sir, whether any proper check could be
it is di dcorl dul'cﬁat“m as far as possible. My, hon. Friend Srijut Sarveswar Barua was
enfocnl'ccm)u“h to com¢ lg;ﬁx i"C-‘jldencc along with the proprictor ol the Ganesh Mi]l of
}i_,(’o 3fr S made ‘bajl? FrnﬁstthNmy presence with the Ganesh Mill that as they got the
g:tzigre suppP (_)f f—?f;;l for Sup}:)ly (:;t}-lf Lalﬁl1impur Subdivision they should reserve some
quantity of usm{he iy sullat Subdivision T also impressed upon the Supply
Departmen to Pply mustard oil produced by the Ganesh Mill a

7
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Tezpur to the North Lakhimpur Subdivision and T have also issued orders i

for supplying 25 per cent. of the tota! output of the Ganesh Mill to North Lakhimpur
Subdivision. I hope, Sir, that this step taken by

myself only two or three days ago

at the instance of Srijut Sarveswar Barua will give some relief to the people of that
Subdivision. :

Then, Sir, my hon. Friend has stated about t

before the House that, at one time, G

and the quota of every Province h

mmediately

he shortage of sugar. As I mentioned
overnment ol India wanted to reduce our quota,

as been reduced. But to our great pleasure we find
that our eflorts in preserving our quota of sugar for the Province has been given cffect

to by the Central Government. It is in the distribution of sugar in the Province
itself that there is some difficulty. We have heard that sugar is short in certain areas.
This is due to transport difficulty over the Oudh and Tirhut Railway. We have done
our best to see that transport over that railway is expedited and Sir L. Misra, the

Railway Board Member will be here by the 21st and 1 will take up this matter with
him.

Then, Sir, I am sorry to hear that rationed
yet been allowed to people in the-countryside.

the 1st of January thclration of salt should_bc increased to half a seer per head, and if
in certain arcas this has not been given effect to, it is because of the fact
that stock positions in those areas were not very good. We have now sufficient stock

for about 2 months’ consumption in the Province and I haye passed strict orders that
half a seer of salt must be issued to all and sundry

; from the 1st April 1945, :

Then my hon. Friend spoke about kerosene oil. 1In this matter I am sorry to say
that I have been in rather a helpless position. The quota of kerosene for the Province
of Assam was reduced by the Central Government to 50 per cent. of the supply issued
in 194I. Therefore, we cannot expect to get the quantity of kerosene that we require.
Local officers have done their best to give kerosene according to requirements, in
certain areas as much as two bottles have been issued, but I am sorry to hear tha; in
certain areas only half a bottle of kerosene per month has been issued. It is perfectly
correct to say that even a bottle of kerosene is not sufficient for any family to last
for the whole month.  Kerosene is issued under
by the Burma Oil Company and the Governm
this Company to issue the ration or rather the
bulk of kerosene is not hanglecl over to th_e Government of Assam. The
has been given to the Province is being issued by the special agents of the Burma Oil
Company. Itis therefore difficult for the De

cu puty Commissioners to try to cke out
the quota for the different localities.

_ I will again press the Central Government to
see whether they cannot increase our quota of kerosene to some extent, My Friend

Srijut Kameswar Das is of opinion that the expectation of Government of recoveries by
sale will not materialise. He says that P after scrutinising the previous figures, Both my
Friends, Srijuts Sarveswar Barua and Ixamqswar Das think ‘that all difficulties are
due to mismanagement. They have not given M€ any suggestion how to manage the
distribution of imported stufls to make it more equitable and popular, and in spite of
making this vague and general. statement tha:c our supply affair is mismanaged, they
have not dilated where the mismanagement is. On overnment side they have done
their level best to see that every one gets his or her share of commodities that are
controlled by Government. If there has been some gulmal over this matter it may be
due to some local officers or licensee and unless my Friends co-o i
instances about these matters, I am helpless to detect delinquents from the top. Hon.
Srijut Kameswar Das thinks that defects are due to the handli {

He has asked why there should be a P

‘ : : ng by too many agencies.
. : rocuring agency at Calcutta and why distribution
cannot be made direct from Calcutta to the wholesalers. Probah

e
are due to misinformation or misunderstanding of the present litualtzloiila;h; Sﬁec(?ctntgﬁt
know the details about transport system now in vogue, The transport by railways is
divided into full wagon load * smalls”. The “small® (:onsignn'lentsp havey ot to be
combined in order to make g

: an entire wagon load. Therefore, 5o far as the transport
of all these imported commodities is concerned, the

.} 113 3 ° railwa.y authorities rcfusc
to book them in small consignments unless a {yl] wagon is- filled before
they are transported. A wholesaler not require a full wagon loa

quota of half a seer of salt has not
I have already passed orders that from

may
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of consign ment and even if any one requires a little more than a wagon load he does

not get more than one wagon. Consequently direct issuc from Calcutta is not possible

to our wholesal-rs.

For the distribution of the goods co-operative societies have been included in the
SC_hen:.le, As T dealt with this question only the other day 1 think I need not deal
with i1t ag_ain now beyond saying that it is the intention ol the Government to utilise the
co-operative societies as far as possible. Up till now 1,600 co-operative societies for
consumer goods have been registered and about 600 more are remaining to be regis-
tefed.© As all thesc co-operative societies arc too small and have not got much
capital they are not in a position to pay for larger quantity of goods which
they would ~ like to possess and on the other hand, if they buy from the wholesalers
the societies may lose. . Therefore, as I stated the other day, which 1 have now been
compelled to’ repeat, '’ have issued instructions that those co-operative  societies
who are able to pay for and buy 5 hag consignments of any commodity at one time,
they will be given those commodities from the Government agents at wholesale rates.
In this way, Sir, we arc trying our level best to help the co-operative socicties 10
get the goods at a cheaper rate.

_ Some hon. Members criticised that we had a large number of appointments. All
these appointments have been made to sce that the Government orders about

_profiteering are carried out and hoarding checked. One hon.  Member criticised on
the one hand that too many appointments have been made but on the other hand
criticised that nothing had been done to check profiteering and hoarding. As regards
hoarding, I doubt very much when many of my IFriends have criticised about the
shortness of supply, that there is any room for this. There may have been cases
of profiteering, but wherever we have been able to lay our hands we have tried to
check it.

» 1 I mow come, Sir, to the very constructive speech by my hon. I'riend Dr. Terrell;
We have heard about adulteration of mustard oil and he has suggested that on account
of the defects in the Assam Pure Food Act, there have been difliculties in checking this
adulteration. As 1 mentioned the other day, Sir, it will be very diflicult to lay
blame on any particular source of supply, for when a retailer sells adulterated oil he will
say that he has purchased that oil from the wholesaler, the \_\'ho_lcsu_ler will say that
he got it from Government store or from the Government distributing agent and the
‘distributing agent will say that he got it from the Calcutta agent and so on. So the
prosecuting staff may not be in a position to detect the source where the oil has been
adulterated. If the hon. Members of the IHouse think that a few  prosecutions will
be a healthy check, T will see that there be s:_micif:nl,r lprosccuuonzq of I.‘h(.)sc who . are
selling adulterated oil and cominodities. But, as Dr. Uerrell has himsell BIVED & news
about a certain High Court judgment, it the High Gourt judgment becomes whfl.t has
been stated before the House, then there will be hardly any room !01_' prosecution for
selling adulterated mustard oil.  The difficulties in the administration of the Assam
Pure Food Act _that haxjc bct_:n laid before the }In{usc by Dr. I'errell, will }*-cccwc
vaernmcnt’s‘ serious cop&dqratlo}m. One particular point _th’at 'hc? has stated is that
at present the prosecution lies with the Local Bodies and it 1s difficult to move them to
proseCUte the people concerned and he suggested that this power should be handed over
to the pPublic Health Department. He as well as other hon. Members know it well

that unless the Act is modified this transfer of power cannot be made. Lastly,
Sir, MY Friend has said that the rule in the Act gives a great advantage Lo the accused
who has been -g.rantcd tl_le _right _of second analysis by an outside Analyst. So his
suggésti%!: ?1];‘)0‘: mterprc_’VmClal reéciprocation as regards prosecution will receive my
erious atte . :

R am glad 1ha(; my Friend Mr. Matak has placed before the House the Deputy
Clommissioner:s ‘101‘ %s labout the proceduré he has adopted for issuing kerosene, ghee
and ~mustard: oLl i C_HEXtCndS his' support to the measures taken about mustard oil.
1 would not d(’ta'l}lll' tléh't(zulse by enumerating all this. So far as kerosene is concerned
everyone knof:%‘;cz \zn::rL ﬁcrqs‘ene is used for lamps with glass chimneys where as the
red kerosene i n %1 ally for nacked lamps, i. e. - ““chakies.’” The supply of white
keposene 2= sr::fae etrm‘r ereas the supply of red kerosenc greater. ‘Therefore a planned

distribution quat quantity of both canhot be ‘made. '

—te
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Now, as regards distribution of ghee, probably my Friend has mentioned about the
ghee that is manufactured in the district itself. But ghee is in very short supply in
the Province itself. We imported three thousand maunds of ghee from the United Pro-
vinces which is now being supplied throughout the Province.  But this is just a drop in
the bucket. We gave permit to another party to bring five thousand maunds of ghee
from Nepal. Curiously enough, although this contractor of the ‘Government had bought
the necessary quantity from Nepal and is wanting to have it :‘.ran:sported through the
United Provinces, that Province is standing in the_ way. Wc- will be requesting the
United Provinces Government to allow transport of this ghee which has already been
procured even if it necessary to debit.it against the quota that'the Uniied Provinces
Government has given to us. My Friend says that sugar is not issued to the people
according to their requirements and the small quantity of one seer per month has
been limited, and that a half seer of Gur which is very bad has been.supplemcntcd. He
further says that unless one buys both sugar and Gur, only sugar is not supplied to
anybody. As sugar 1s in short stock, Sir, in or_dqx' to meet the necessity for sweets and
: lictary item of our people, the Deputy Commissioner has taken steps to see that
ik m|e buy both Gur and sugar. 2
pEOPSir my Friends Mr. Whittaker and Mr. Mookerjee have criticised the manner in
which this huge expenditure has bccnvplnce(l before the House in the Budget FEstimates.
Gir, I have already mqu_cstg:d the l*man‘ce Department to see that n future a separate
Est’ima“‘» with greater C-l(‘,{alls‘l!,\' ]')lacedhbefmi;: t-hc House as is done under the Public
Works Department Es}xnnares. Hon. Mem ers will fmd_ no ghl'lmuhy in 'understanding
the tramsact’im}s Qf this Depa,rtnu-rnt and the financial implic of these transactions
in greater details in next year’s Budget. _

WMy Friend Srijut Mahi Clmudra}%o.r:i has, in a very
mended the Govel‘nmv_.nt as well as criticised them quite v
is some improvement in the quality of the food-stufls that
I;ut the quantity has b‘frcn reduced. i I'he quantity of
stated in his speech. Sir, we are doing our level best to procure the best ity ok
foodstuffs. We are doing our level best to see that the quantities that have been
allotted to us of contrgllcd goog]s are not 1'c:c1u.ced and at the same time we have been
impressing upon the C.c:_lttfal ”('xoxic.rnn-]cnt t(? Increase our quotas of different articles,
As an instance 1 can mcnrtu')n,.iﬁll s U‘;Il ey F[(‘f({,_t‘:nt‘l?f? . e, about a week ago, we ‘have
received information that‘sm L’louzian tons of Gur has been allotted ag an extra ‘quota
for 1945 by the Central (;ovemmu.n.‘ i

-Sir, I am sorry that I had to repeat various mat

ations

humorous speech, both com-
chemnently, He said that there

are now issued by Government
which tommodity he has not

ters which I- had put be

fore tﬁ ;
; - as hon. Members have dilated on them | &
any occasions but as h ik : 1emy. I had - (o ;
?i”;ig,gntgl ﬂ}OSC. My hon. Friend Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora m - Eeplyt
in

. entioned aboyt
r goods that as there is separate quota the supply si £
summnier  § -

: nould be sufficient. Sir
1 will sce to this that the supply is made properly. ;

WILE-‘“I" Sir, I will conclude by saying that the suggestion made by Mr. Whittak
the Leader of the European Group about the figures of aj| _ er,

: commodities of 1, ‘
Valleys to be shown separately, I am pertectly sure, will be attended toolt;l’ i}}llz
.' Department. z ' : ¢ ‘ |
Fma!}c}fe ]—[lon’blc the SPEAKER: Out of the four Cut Motions that p

are from Members belonging to the Congress Party 2 SWerkecn
?((;iﬂ 11}{)6565 Dr. Terrell press his ,l\'Io‘rion to the vote ? s by Dr:
Dr. C. G. TERRELL: No, Sir. I beg leave of the House ¢ withdraw
- - my
MOt{?‘ﬁé Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Memb

3 er got ICG.VQ 3
withdraw his Motion ? (A_ﬂer a pause.) of the House tg
The Motion stands withdrawn by the lzave of the House,
Of the three Cut Motions may I know if the Congress p
Motions ?
& Babu KARUNA SINDHU RQY: N
draw my Motion. ‘ <
'II‘thO"Hbic the SPEAKER :  Has the hon. Member 8ot leave of the [
withdraw his Motion? (Aflcr a pause.) it
The Motion stands withdrawn by the leave of the Houie:
What about the other two Motions ?

arty wgnt t0 presg their

0, Sir. I beg leave of the Houge

to with-
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Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my

Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member got leave of the House®
to withdraw his Motion ? (Afler a pause.)

The Motion stands withdrawn by the leave of the House.

Then comes Srijut Kameswar Das’s Motion No. 12.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: I want to press it, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am putting it to the vote.

The question is: ‘“That the provision of Rs. 25,12,300 under Grant No. 34,
Major head—85A.—Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War,
Minor head— A,—Grain Storage Scheme (total), at page 154 of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 49,19,900 do stand reduced by

by Rs. 1007,
The Assembly divided

AvEs—38

1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 20. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.
21. Srijut Mahadev Sarma.

2. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda.
3. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 22. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.
4. Srijut Beliram Das. 23. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri.
5. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. 24. Babu Nirendra Nath Dev.
6. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chau- 25. Srijut Paramananda Das.
dhuri. 26. Srijut Purandar Sarma,
7. Srijut Ghanashyam Das. 27. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
8. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar. 28. Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Gohain.
9. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. 29. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.
30. Srijut Ram Nath Das. <

11. Babu Harendra Narayan Chau- 31. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
dhuri. 32. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas.
12. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. 33. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.
34. Srijut Surendranath Buragohain.

13. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
14. Srijut-Ghana Kanta Gogoi.

35. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

15. Srijut Kameswar Das. 36. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud
16. Babu Kamini Kumar IS{en. AlL. :
17. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. [ o ¥
18. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin. 37. Srijut %)hnsmgh Deun._
19. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah. 33. Babu Sanat Kumar Abir.
Noges—39

1. The Hon’ble Maiilavi Saiyid Sir 9. The Hon’ble Miss I\/Ia_\_ris Dunn.

1 Muhammad Saadulla. 10. The Hon’ble Srijut  Rupnath
2. The Hon’ble Mr. ~Naba Kumar Brahma. )

" Dutta. ' 11. Babu Bipin Behari Das.

3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar 12. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

: Ali. ) ) 13. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid
4. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra Chan- Chaudhury.

- dra Chakravarty. A 14. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.

5. The Hon’ble Khan_ Sahib Maulavi 15. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

¢ Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri. " 16. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.

6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath 17. Khan Sahib  Maulavi  Dewan

Saikia. . Muhammad Ahbab Chaudl :

7. The Hon’ble Maulavi  Abdul Matin 18. l\fIaul?ujf?chwanrAli Raja. e

. Chaudhur,ll-)l Kh 19. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
fhBglhe iy SElon. D £ an  Babadur ° 20. Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur Roja

Maulavi Sayidur Rahman, Chanudhury.

p——
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NoEs—concld.

21. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed. 29. Mr. D. B. H. Moore,

22, Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali, 30. Mr. C. W. Morley:

23. Maulavi Muhammad Magbul 31. Mr. R. A. Palmer,

Hussain Chaudhury, 32. Dr. C. G. Terrell.
24. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia, 33. Mr. W. D. Rutherfurd.
25. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur 34. Mr. A. Whittaker.
Rahman. 35. Mr. Benjamin Ch, Momin.
26. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed. 36. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
27. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana  Abu 37. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
Nasr Md. Waheed. 38

38. Mr. Binode Kumsz ’ 1
28. Mr. F. W. Blennecrhassett. 50 R e G;tph;ﬂqr‘l Sarwan
The question was lost, 2
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then we take up Cut Moti
Organisation Scheme—Motions Nos.14 to 18. P otions.on Motor Transport
" Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA GHAUDHUR] -

to move that the provision of Rs._ 8,00,000 under Grant No. 34, Major h d—85-A.—

Capital outlay on Prox_'mc.m] §c11cmcs connected with the \’Var,JI\'Iinoiaheagi_%'_.

Motor Transport Organisation, bul:n-hcad_Pay and allowances of officers, at page i55
3 S

f the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100,i. 6., the
ORS_ 49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. amount of the whole -grant of

The ohject of my moving the Motion is to criticise Govery i
_ of my 11 ¢ _ 1me
with regard to distribution of vehicles. i cofruptlon

Sir, so far as this Department is concerned, the air of Shillong ‘and also _of the

plains is thick with certain rumours.  We hear Wwhispers even among the highly-placed

Government officials.  The other day only we discussed about the pauci
the bad condition in which they are’at present. Paucity of buses and

We maintained Si i
- 2] { ¢ oIr, that is was
due to the fact that th_c bus-owners and the people were not gcttir;g Su’fﬁcient tg;mber
of lease-lend automobiles, ﬂ“_d also dU? to the fact that various considerations are
brought to bear on the question of getting lease-lend vehicles

Sir, that 1f an automobile costs Rs. 7,00 g aLJs strongly rumoured,

. » one has got to spend' another R i
5 a 3 i : 4 s. 7,000 if he
has to get a vehicle. Even for obtaining an application fo m one has got ’to spend

Rs. 100'1 | to the administration of this
ith regard to "ation of this De artment, the i
and :l,:]) balafcc-shcﬂl_-‘i have been issued ; this fan:t.P was rel'erredrc tohaf)y bi?:. %hi?tl:i:;
during the general discussion of the Budget, and since the creation of this Department
no audited accounts llave been presented to this House. Sir, T understand that there
is enough corruption in this Department and we hope Government wil] do their utmost
to remedy this, and sce that in all cases people get lendelease vehicles, so that com-
munications may improve and the sufferings of the people decrease.  With these few
words, I commend my P\’iﬁ?tlon to the acceptance of the House,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved :
“That the provision of 1_15. 8300,000 under Grant No. 34 Major head—85-A.—
Capital outlay on Prn_vlngml Schemes connected with the ’anr JMin (fah;d_-B.__
Motor Transpoll‘t Oriamsém?)n’ Sll{lb“lllf]%d"fp ay and allowances of officers 1nat page 155
i udget, be reduce Y K. s 1. €., th v
R s o o e b £ smoun o R B
Srijut LAKSHE! AH: Mr. Speaker s:
provisi(;]n of Rs. 12,75,000 under Grant No,. 34, I\I;ajor l;e:ér;%;(f.ti IEDV-E tlhat ';hc
on Provincial Schemes connected with the W ar, Minor head—B .- M b5 a];r:
Organisation (total), at page 155 of the Budget, be reduced i)‘—Rotor Txfanspol:
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 49,19 ,99¢ do stand reduced hy R ¥ Rs. 100, i, e., the
By this Motion I want to criticise the working of the Ol'galii a 2 100, . for
failure of the Government to arrange passenge i sation particularly fo
Sir, due to war the number of traj
the Province has been drastically curtailed. To add ¢
which used to supplement the railway service
the congestion in both the services is beyo
dation, Sir, people travel on the foot-boards a

Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg

© the difficulties, the bus services
have alsq cen curtailed. As a result
nd description. For want of accommos
nd roofs even at great risk to their lives.
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avelling by the Dibri-Saidiya Railway were

Very recently, Sir, three such persons tr
Dibrugarh near

crushed to death in a clash between a military lorry and the train in
Makum junction, Hardly a month ago, Sir, ncar Dib uearh another person met with
death in a clash between a military lorry and the train, the unfortunate fellow was
travelling in the foot-hoard for want of accommodation. I submit, Sir, that the
Ministry is responsible for these unfortunate occurrences. Now that owing to war
condition the bus services have been curtailed, it is up to the Ministry to provide
passenger services in the Assam Motor Transport Organisation in order to case the
transport difficulties of the public.

With these few words, I strongly urge
passenger service in the Motor Transport Department particular
subdivision which owing to its being a highly commercialised subdivision the number of
travelling public is much larger than in any other place ol Assam.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved : ‘¢ That the provision of
Rs. 12,75,000, under Grant No. 34, Major head—85 A.---Capital outlay on Provincial
Schemes connected with the War, Minor head—B«.—Motor T'ransport Organisation

(total),’ at page 155 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i. e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.

49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 1007,

Government to immediately provide
ly in the Dibrugarh

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, Srijut Dakshinaranjan Gupta Chaudhuri has_ spoken about the corrupticn in the
Motor Transport Department. He mentioned, Sir, that unless the oflicers concerncd
receive illegal gratification no lease-lend vehicles are issued. He went to the length of
saying that even for obtaining a form for application the intending .'L])plicant has to
spend as much as Rs. 100. I could not quite follow why any application form is
pecessary ; anyone and everyone can apply on any piecce ol paper. There is no
rescribed form for applying to the Motor Transport Controller for issue of a lend-
lease vehicle. Sir, my hon. Friend probably did mnot realise that the lease-lend
vehicles are in very short supply. Anybody and everybody cannot get these vchicles,
for what will be the use of getting a vehicle unless he or she can ply it for public
And for plying for public service a permit has got to be sccured either for a
e, or private carricr, or public carrier, from the Regional Transport
hich are independent bodies ereated by Statute under the Indian Motor
Vehicles Act. They are not under the Motor ;J":*:_l1151)01‘t Cigutrnlle}' at all. Now,
these bodies, set up under _thc Indian Motor Vehicles {\1(:t, first clcculy the routes on
which particular buses or lorries will be al]m’-vud_to ply- I'hey also df:(_:lrlc what should
be the number which will be allowed to ply in view of the ‘tllafhc carried on any parti-
cular route. It is after these bOdies,.whlch consist of both oflicials ;'u}il non ()lilfzxalls, have
ranted permits that lend-lease vehicles are issued by the Motor llanspm't Controller.
Whether my Friend was criticising the Motor Transport Department or the Department
of these Regional Transport Authorities, I could not gather from his speech. Any way
Sir, these rumours about the corrupt officers 1n a}l] Govcrmmi?t__})cpartnLcuts _are
right. While we discussed the question of corruption under ¢ General Adminis-
tration 1 spoke plainly and frankly that if sutlicient co-opcration from the public is
obtained I will spare no pains to set all the machinery of Governine
My Triend Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah mentioned the case of the route

The Hon’ble Maulavi

service' ?
stage carriag
Authorities W

tion.
%jig:upgarh-'['insukia. It was a very popular route.
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : I mentioned only of Makum junction and
Dibrugarh town. T el e
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : There have been

on account of rash driving by the Military. We have reported every
case that has comebto Ou:' EOUCG to the respective Military authoritics and in some
cases dac;clmn 1:?-651‘ i:?‘;e Eazlé- }nhmﬁiel cases  we have not hal any result. 'We have
ced the ma ! s of the highest Milit authorities 1 is line " that is
Ig.ltiaajor B eral Rankin. g ilitary authorities in this linc, that is, to
again, Sir, my hon. Fri i i
i dUE;EZ?Iy gad\;ancc:d zub(gl?vignen‘d made an appeal th 1t Dibrugarh which is a very
in bt o 2 Db l?n l‘gqu}res more buses on the roads for the transport of
passengers. rugarh-Tinsukia route is concerned, on account of the

accidents

nt in play to check

SR
Tt Cra [ O i d oy -
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shortage of petrol, this was withdrawn.

information that the Regional Transport At
route to public vehicles. We in the Trans

tion but the Petrol Rationing Authorities

If my hon. Friend wants T can give him this
ithorities recommended the re-opening of this
port Authority accepted that recommenda-
could not see their way to issue petrol that

was necessary for buses plying in the route, as thereis a parallel Railway Service. I
will take up this matter with the two representatives of the - Central Government
who are visiting Shillong on the 21st March, 1945 and I will see if anything can be

done.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member, Mr. Dakshina Réﬁjan

Gupta Chaudhuri, press his Motion ?

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHUR] : Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is : :
<« That the pmvision_ o['_Rs.S,O0,00U under Grant No. 34, Major Head -85-A L
Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War, Minor Head-;B

"ol the DBudget, be reduced by Rs.

Rs. 49,19,960, do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

The question was negativgd:
Th Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

Motion

Motor Transport Organisation, Sub-head—Pa

Does Srijut Lakshe svar

1y and allowances of officers, at page 155
.., the amount of the whole grant of

Borooah prlcss his

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Yes, Sir.,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

« That theprovisioy of Rs.12,75,000, under Grant No. 34
Capital outlay or Provincial Schemes connected with the
— Motor Transport Organisation (total), a
Rstl(‘iﬂ, ;. e., the amount ol the whole grant

Rs.100.”
The Assembly divided

AvEs—39,

1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das.

2. Mr. Arun Kumar Chm-{du_

3? _":\fIr. Baidyanath Mookerjee!

4. Srijut Beliramn Das. :

5. Sriiut Bepin Chandra Medhi.

6. Babu Dakshina Ranjan
Chaudhurl. )

7. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.

8. Srijl.lt Gaurikanta Talukdar.

9. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.

0

1

Gupta

. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

. Babu Harendra

- dhuri. A
12. Srijut Jadav Prasad Cha'iha.

13. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
14. Srijut Ghana Kanta Gogoi.
15. Srijut Kameswar Das.

16. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,

17. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy,

18, Mr., Kedarmal Brahmin.

Narayan Chau-

: Major Head 85.A.—
War, Minor Head—B.

t page 155 of the Bud
of Rs.49,19,900 udget, be reduced by

do stand reduced by

19. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.
20. Babu Laljt Mohon Kar.
21. Srijur Mahadev Sarma.
22. Srijut Makh; Chandra Bora,

23. Srijut Rohip; Kumar Chaudhuri.
24. Babu Nirendra Nath Dev.

25. Srijut Paramananda Das.
26. Srijut Purandar Sarma. ,
27. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

gg IS{E.IT Sahlb_ Doula Chandra Gohain.
o TJut Rajendra Nath Barua. i
: Srgut Ram Nath Das,
31. ]gl‘ljut Sarveswar Barua. :
32, Sa_l.)u Shibendra Chandra Biswas.

© orjut Siddhi Nath Sarma.

* MUt Surendranath i
aulavi Ahdy] r‘;aziz. e :

I\’{]aulavi Dewan Alj Raja.

o 12n Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud Ali.
RO b Dhirsingh Deuri. T
39, Baby Sanat Kumar Ahir.
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Noes—39.
1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
Muhammad Saadulla.
2. The Hon’ble Mr. Naba Kumar Roza Chaudhury. .
19. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.

Dutta.
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar 20. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat

17. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
18. Khan Bahadur Dewan  Eklimur

¢ Ali. Ali.

4. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra Chan- 21. Maulavi Muhammad Magqbul
dra Chakravarty. Hussain Chaudhury.

5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi 29, Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.
Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri. 23. Khan Bahadur Maulavi, Mulizur

6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath Rahman.
Saikia. 24. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.

7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin 95. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abn
Chaudhuri. - Nasr Md. Waheed.

8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 26. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.
Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. 27. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.

28. Mr. C. W. Morley.

9. The Hon’ble Mis; Mavis Dunn.
10. The Hon’ble Srijut  Rupnath 99. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
= 30. Dr. C. G. Terrell.

Brahma.
11. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. 31. Mr. W. D. Rutherfurd.
12. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid 32. Mr. A. Whittaker.
Chaudhury. : 33. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.
13. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 34. Srijut %BIllairiab Chandra Das.
. > 35. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
14 Maulav.l gy abduc, Reuf. 36. Mlil. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.
15. Maulavi Md. Abdus- Salam. 37. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
16. Khan  Sahib Maulavi  Dewan 38. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
. Srijut Khorsing Terang.

Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury. 39

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is for the first time during these eight years that
Now, thisis a censure Motion and

we have got an cqua]ily of votes in this House. _ :
the Government is not to be censured with the help of the vote of the Chair. There-
fore 1 give my casting vote in favour of ‘Noes’. (Loud applause.)

- The Motion was lost.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now we are still to dispose of Cut Motions on
Standard Cloth, some on Consumer Goods Scheme and some on Rationing. But we
have got only 24 minutes at our disposal. I wish to know which of the Cut Motions
are to be moved. Are Motions on Consumer Goods or on the Rationing scheme to

qF
be move DHAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : On consumer goods, Sir.

u
%‘fﬂ’; Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Which Motion ?
Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: No.24. _
Tne Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well, the hon. Member may move it.
Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
Major head—85-A.—

to move that the provision of Rs.10,800 under Grant No. 34,
Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War, Minor head—
D.—Consumer Goods Scheme, Sub-head—Pay of officers, at page 155 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.49,19,900 do stand
reduced by Rs.100. ( _

f my moving the Motion is to criticise the Consumer Goods Scheme as

The object © C
y d given effect to by Government.

formulated an : )
Sir, during the last session of the Assembly we heard many sweet words and many
encouraging words about this Department. Sir, the Hon’ble Premier said that the
agriculturists will have tlélell‘ own implements, that the middle classes will have their
toilet of everyday ‘f‘S; an4 everybody will have all the necessaries of their life. But
se of 3 or 4 months everybody finds that things stand where they' waiEs

Sir, after a lap :
I heard that the worthless things that were brought in by the Trade Commissioner or
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the Trade Adviser, as for example the soap that was brought into this Province, is still

lying idle and there was an auction for this purpose. I understand that the price

was fixed up at Rs.45 per maund and nobody is taking these at even Rs. 8 per maund.

_Sir, the Trade Adviser to this Government with regard to these consumer goods, it has

heen said on one occasion, is also a Trade Adviser to the Tripura Raj. Nobody knows,

Sir, what good he is rendering to this Province, Although there is a Trade Adviser, no-

body is getting his requirements. It was also told in this House that we will get every-

thing, but, Sir, after a lapse of 4 or 5 months we see nothing of that kind. Moreover,

Sir, when people require articles of food they have got to run from door to door.

Even on medical certificate these things are not procured. I know of several cases
when advised by the Doctors to take Glucose the patient’s relative had to run
from the Excise Sub-Inspector to the Subdivisional Officer and back again to the
Excise Sub-Inspector and then to a particular shop concerned and then only back
to his .home without the medicine. This also happened with regard to barley
and other articles which are required by the ailing patients. Everybody in this
House, Sir, will agree with me when T say that with regard to those articles
people were in a much better position  when private dealers dealt with those”
things before these consumer goods affairs came into this Province.

I do not want to detain the House, Sir, any longer and with these words
I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.10,800 under Grant No.34, Major head—85-A.
—Capital outlay on Provincial Sch:mes connected with the War, Minor head—
D.—Consumer Goeds Scheme, Spb-head—Pay of officers, at page 155 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.
49,19,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.” 1

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Mr. Speaker; Sir, I have got a Cut
Motion No. 31%standing in my name and I want to speak a few words about
it.

Sir, in the last November session we heard a lot about the performances of
the Civil Supply Agency in Calcutta as well as - the Trade Adviser. After
returning to my place at Dibrugarh after the last November session more definite
information reached my ears. I was told that several thousands of rupees worth
of washing soaps were sent to dealers in Dibrugarh and Tinsukia and I was
also told that their quality was so bad that no purchaser went near it. The
dealers were pressing the Government to take back the stuff and after repeated
ressure the Government directed the Excise Superintendent to sell those articles
?n j auction. The auction was held a few days before I left Dibrugarh.
My information is that those stuffs that were purc\hased at Rs. 45 per y mzliu_nd
could not fetch even Rs.8 per maund and therefore the whplc stuff  is ymgf
in the godown. The resultis that Government have to sustain a heavy loss o
several thousands of rupees. I —submit, Sir, this does not speak well neither
of the Trade Adviser nor of the Givil Supply Agency, whoever is responsible

i the  stuff.
5 E{z'];f};ngthetse few words, Sir, I support the Motion before th.e Bousc. :

Mr. D. B. H. MOORE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 will be very brief and I would like
just to ‘mention a few points in connection with the distribution of consumes
goods.

#That the provision of Rs. 2,97,100 under Grant No.'34, Major head—85-A,—Capital outlay on
Provincial Schemes connected with the War, minor head—D.~—Consumer Goods Scheme (total), at
page 155 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs, 49,19,900
do stand reduced by Rs. 100, Eonl ;

(To criticise the Government for supplying "washing soap to Dibrugarh that are absolutely
of inferior quality as such lying undisposed with resultant threatened loss to Government and also
for restrictions against procuring corrugated iron sheets by the public.)
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Sir, I agree with Mr. Gupta Chaudhuri that the existing scheme of distribution

certainly needs drastic revision. The present system might have worked satisfactorily

before the introduction of rationing, but now that rationing has been introduced in 7
or 8 large towns some form of reorganisation is called for. At present certain retailers
find it impossible to obtain supply of certain articles, while other dealers in the same
district, by method best known to themselves, succeed in obtaming the same articles
through the Supply 'Department. Il the supply organisation is to work cfficiently
and with the minimum of hardship and

inconvenience to the general public,
distribution of consumer goods in each district must be carefully planned and
itable basis for all concerned.

carried out on equi Ir' this is not done, unequal or
unfair distribution to a favoured few must incvitably lead to inconvenience and local
shortage for the purchasing public. and at the same time encourage black market-
ing. Government - in the shape of  the Supply Department should be  held
responsible solely for procuremecnt and delivery to the various districts.

At this point the various Deputy Commissioners should take over and, with
the assistance of capable officers of proved integrity, should be responsible  for the
storage, distribution, price-fixing, rationing and the issue of permits in their respec-

tive districts. ]
“These assisting officers should be experienced men vested with the powers

of a 3rd Class Magistrate, and should be placed in-charge of each District
Civil Supply Organisation, under the general supervision of the Deputy Commi-
ssioner.
If the required number of these officers—ofTicers of experience and with the
necessary qualifications—are at present not available, they should be found.
under present-day condition is

The whole problem of supplies in Assam
a-vast one, Jt means the procurement and fair distribution of the largest

ossible number and variety of foodstuffs, articles and goods to the purchasing
public spread over vast areas with the lcast possible delay at reasonable prices.
It is a problem which clemand.s a clear-cut policy at Lh({ top, m.\d men ol'oxpericnce
and the highest integrity in-charge of the Organisation in the Districts. It
summary trial ol offences by Magistrates who can and will tour
that persons who  are public spirited enough to report
offences are not I]?U‘El.‘isttd by the law’s inevitable delays. It also means wide
publicity in the Districts so that small _d(:nlcrs as well as the public may
know what their But most important ol all, it means the d_rastlc
elimination of fa It does not -mcan lllcq granting  of virtual
monopolies to cer ) individuals with lfruznds at court”, to
the partial or complete exclusion of the more humble and lcss.ﬁn't‘unatc man or
business. system whereby permits for a particular

It cdoes not mecan a chaotic el
article can be issued by two or three different authorities. . :
Finally, it surely does not mean wastage of tens of thousands maunds of rice

due to hoarding and lack of efficient stor

nd foodstuffs age accommodation.
A ir, 1 have said enough to convinc

I hope, e Government that some action
necessary. With these words, Sir, 1 support the Motion.

i3 UIEZESYRABINDRA NATH ADITYA :  Sir, in the Scheme of Consumer Goods
it is very difficult - to say who is the proper authority because there are so many
officials bossing over this Department. There is the Deputy Controller General
of Consumer G00d§ and thereis now a new post—Assistant Controller General of
Clonsumer Goods. These Lo officers were appointed by the Government of India to
look after the interests qf this Province. Then there are one Trade Adviser and also the
Civil Supply Ager}CY m CﬂlCUtta._ These are the two agencies in Galcutta to look

after our, consume yEOa0S: 1Thcn in Shillong there is the Excisc Commissioner who

is the Director of Consumer Goods and also the Secretary, Civil Supply Department.

“Therefore there are so rr‘)an‘y authorities over this Department and every one is eager

to help us by _13153011ng Oldelds‘ _for consumer goods, but most of them know very little

jcular commoditics for which they place orders. That is why we f{ind that

about the part e 3
e consumer goods Pprocure on behalf of Government are of inferior quality

means the
the countryside so

rights are.
vouritism and graft.
tain favoured lirms and

s - 3 Wi
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than those procured through" private agencies or dealers. Price of those articles pro-:
cured by Government is also higher than those p.rocured by private dealers. Then
again, Sir, whenever the quality or price is qucstxoned,_ everyone of these authorities-
tries to throw the responsibility on the other—the Civil Supply Agency say,: “‘we
have got these goods on the order oi_' the Trade Adviser”, ax}gl. the Trade Adviser says,
“I have got the samples of the articles ordered by me and if'in thf: course of'despatch
by the Civil Supply Agency something goes wrong in the quality, T am helpless”,
and the Deputy Controller of Consumer Gooc‘ls says, “‘well, T ordered for good quality
goods, but 1f the things that_ reach th-e Province are not ic same _f01l' which I placed
the order then the Agency is responsible for that”. Ultimately itis the consumer
who is destined to suffer. :

The next question is about the rate of commission granted to the Civil Supply
Agency. Their function is mere handling ol the Assam traders’ goods bought from
Calcutta merchants.  Calcutta merchants generally _quote F. Q, R, prices
that is, they deliver 111'(_: .80ods upto the steamer or railway godowns of Calcutta.
So the only task of the Civil Bupply Agency is to submlt_ for\.varding notes and distri-
bute the transport quota that is allotted to the Prc_'vmcc. There[‘ore, Sir, for that
function only, a commission of Rs. 3-.2 per cent. is, to say tlie least, Preposterous
We know, Sir, that during the pre-war time the commission agents in Calcutta ugsed
to charge not more than rupee one for buying, p_af_:klpg and sending the goods to
steamer or railway godowns. In this case the Givil Supply Agency practi?:allr has
no risk whatsoever.  On account of this high commission our private tradef-s ar
very much reluctant to utilise the services ol this Government Agency in Galcutta PEE

With these words, Sir, I like to finish my speech, as the time allott df'
short. Ihope the Hon’ble Premier would give due consideration tq wheat IIS }\17;.2;
fust now said. ; & :
just 121’116 Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . Mr. §

‘Sir, the facts statgd by my Friends.opposite are not quite correct, This: co]:]l:akler,f
consumer goods 1s not our own. Itisan order passed by the (}Ochment fio o
and we are to fall in line. The consumer  goods are so short ip all the Po e
that the Government of India divided the whole of India into different re Provinces
for the eastern zone they appointed one Deputy Controller eneral Ofgéon'ss and
Goods who is to look after the necessity of four Provm'c.esﬁ—Bchar: Bengal, A onsumer
Orissa. This oflicer formerly.uscd to visit our Prm-'ln_cc at least ong > Assam and
months to look into our requirements and tried to provide us wich x
possible. At onc stage it was found that he had to gio to0 much toyy ; much gag
vinces under his charge. So he could not look nto the generp] Interegt
and as a result one particular consignment of washing soap ab e
Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah has 111(:11t10npd, and which was sent ; - Y triend,
particular officer, was extremely unsatisfactory. My hon. Frieng M
mentioned that in the Province itsell we have got Excise Commigs ' as Din
well as the Secretary of Civil Supply who has also some say j Irector ag
inform him that there is no competition in Assam bctwt?cn offici
rent kinds of goods. We have left the article of stationery
private traders. It is open to them to buy those articles themselyeg at :
through Civil Supply A_gency \‘vho are the_Gox:crmnent agents ‘th(}r,t3 C-alt:utta or
the Government Agency is handling the heavier kinds of goods for which U present
ment has got a quota. We know j[hz:t at present sufficient COLrUgat}:dl .the Govern-
brought into our country and this has bepn. hancl{cd by the Ciivil § T
My Friend Mr. Aditya says that the commission offered to thig Agey uppl
He has [orgotten for_ th_c moment that the time is changed now. A=y
Civil Supply Agency is fourfold. This has to help the Assam traders :
oods that they want to send to Assam.. If that help is not need dl Yocuring the
to collect the goods, bring nto its own godowns, kCCp them there the gencgr has
transport if the transport is not readily available to send the = and arrange for
Thus the Agency has to minimise the  difficulties about transpoﬁ?ods Straightaway.
advance the capital also.  We had a discussion only the other d, e XMetimes they
Priority Committee at Calcutta when I said that this Priority éfoi] Out the Regional
Dittee 2 llbvos oius
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Government agents first preference to send the goods on Government account. But
the gooc.is bought by private traders cannot. be sent by them carly owing to transport
difficulties, for private goods are given Priority No. 4. So it is not a very casy task
to get the transport that is necessary to send those consumer goods from Calcutta to
Assam. It is the duty of the Civil Supply Agency to see that the transport is obtained
from the Regional Priority Committee and the goods are safely brought to the rail-
way yard and.despatched. For all these—godown hire, handling of the goods, arrang-
ing for_ transport and sometimes interest entail lot of trouble and expenses. It was
for this _reason that this rate of commission of two pice per rupee was fixed in
consultation with the Deputy Controller General of Consumer Goods. My Friend,
the MOWSF, has mentioned that there is another person, the Trade Adviser, in this con-
nection. We appointed him with the idea that he would be able to help in looking
after.the interests of the traders to see that they can get goods and also goods of good
quality. Unfortunately, without taking the permission of this Government and without
our knowledge he has accepted the trade advisership of Tripura State. The matter is
being investigated by me and I cannot say anything at this stage as to what would be as
the result. But it was with the best intention that we appointed one whom we knew,
Trade Adviser at Calcutta. Mr. Moore complained that the distribution of the consu-
mer goods, whatever little was coming to the Province, was bad. I do not know in
what way we should distribute these goods that are brought to Assam. Goods that
come on traders’ own account are sold by them to those who possess permits from dijs-
trict officers and goods that come on Government account are sold to the public through
certain licensed dealers who are given permits by the local officials in consultation with
the Provincial Director of Consumer Goods. If any better method for distribution
can be thought of, T will be very glad of such suggestions. There was a suggestion for
rationing of the goods that come in. The rationing of the goods pre-supposes that
there should be ample supply of such goods and that the supply should be regular.
thcni: iIs no use rationing such goods which Government cannot hope to supply
re arly.

guMy Friend, Mr. Moore, has admitted that supply question in the Province is a
huge one and he wants wide publicity of the goods that are brought to this Province.
1 will see, Sir, what can be done in the matter. This publicity, as very rightly suggest-
ed, must bea district publicity and not a provincial publicity. Any way, Sir, I will
see that the distribution can be very carefully planned and carricd out.

The Mover of this Cut Motion has mentioned that Glucose and Glaxo cannot be
had at all although doctors prescribe for these. It will be news to him that these are
all well controlled and a quota is given. So far as Glaxo is concerned I know conditions
as I buy it because I have children in my house. The quota that has been given to
different districts by the manufacturer is very small and so the supply is rather limited.
Sir, we will try our level !Jest to give as much consumer goods as is possnbh_—:,

Sir, we are encouraging our middle men to go to Calcutta and get their stock from
there. The difficulty of travelling to Calcutta is too well known to everybody
and accomodation there is practically unavailable. So our traders do not like the idea
of going to Calcutta but up till now, Sir, they have been well served by the Civil

1y Agency.
SupPTth Ig‘Ion’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon, Mover press his Motion ?
Babu DAKSHINA ‘RAN‘]'AN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: No, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: T hope the hon. Member has got leave of the
House to withdraw his Motion.
; S8 (After a pause). '
otion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House. I am putting the

M
Lhe re the House.

main question befo

The question is: 41
«¢That a sum not cxceeding Rs.49,19,900 he granted to defray the charges which

: 2 f payment dur; :
will come in' the course o! b uring the year ending on the 31st March 1946, for
the administration of the head ‘35-A.—Capita1 Outlay on Provincial Schemes COII;]CC-

with war’.”
iz The question was adopted.

So .
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GRANT No. 31.
(63.—EXTRAORDINARY CHARGES)

The Hon’ble: Maulavi ABDUL MATIN GHAUD}.[URI:
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam I beg, Sir, to move thata sum not
exceeding Rs.2,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1946, for the administration
of the head *63.—Extraordinary Charges’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.2,000 be granted-to defray the charges which wil]
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1946, for the
administration of the head ‘63.—Extraordinary Charges’, -

The hon. Members will note that we are to dispose of three Grants by 5 o’clock.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Sir, I do not like to
move my Cut Motion*. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
House. e

The question 1s: . 5

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.2,000 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment durfng the year ending on the 315t March 194¢ for th
administration of the head “63.——bxtraordmary Charges®. > e

The question was adopted.

On the fccommenda-

Then I am putting thé main question before the

GRANT No. 33.
(64 B—CrviL DEFENCE)

The Hon’ble Khan Sialllli!) ﬁ\-[ati.llavi NIIUDABBIR HUSSA

he rccOmmcndann‘o 18 Bxcellency the Governor of Assam, T he
f}),gtta sum not exceeding Rs.15,4‘3,2'00 be granted to defray the %:,haif;:asm ‘:,I}llqvﬁ -
will come in the course of Pegcnl dur.l.ng the year ending on the 31 March 1946 ifc
the administation of t]}e head |64B.—C.w:‘l. Defence’. B

The Hon’ble the bPEAKL:.R :  Motion moved :

«“That a sum not exceeding Rs.15,43,200 he granted to defray the cha
will come in the course of payment du_ri_ng the year ending on the 31st M
the administration of head ‘64B.—Civil Dcfencc’._

All the hon. Members who tabled Cut Motions on this
Babu Karuna Siridhu Roy. Does he want to move his Cut

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Yer, Sir.

IN CHAUDHURT.

rges which
arch 1946, fo,

grant are gh
Motion No. 19 ;ent, except

I beg to Mmove

g L « that the t
Rs.15,43,200 under Grant No. 33, Major head—e4p . ot otal
2:0;1;,;(21105{2 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1,7.c., the amount of lhc?\rl}‘:;lleDsfencc’
Rs.15,43,200 do stand reduced by Re.l, A grant of
1\’rIr. Speakor, Sir, though I do not_gruc‘ige 11.(1_111_dat1.0n of A. R, 2 b0
at the present moment, _b“t my point for criticism is that a5 ag I'tment
should be made for the provision of persons thus thrown out with the i SCments
A. R. P. Decpartment. I want to know from the q

they have made arrangements for provision of these Fesoth i Vernment
by now. I ot e e Do s chiat steps have beey fohe 1 LbiHar
them in other Departments.  Unless a satisfactory reply is given I shall t;;lgpmnt
- i 3 m
Mon%lill’es}lfc.m’ble the SPEAI.\"ER : Cut Motion moved Y
“That the total provision of Rs. 15,43,200 under Grant No. 33 Maj
64B.—Civil Defence, at page 152 of the Budget, be reduced,'by Ba i, ; 3jor heag__
of the whole grant of Rs. 15,43,200 do stand reduced by Re, 1> %
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSATR o
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the services of the A.R. P, Department, ag notified have bAUDHURI :
as War service 133f th_e Government of I'ndla. Those persons Who Bt en regarded
of discharge, majority of them are being re-employed, and with re on the Poing
*That the prov‘icfiu (:_i'I}S-d?.GO? ltm]der Grant No. 31, Major head—g3— Xtra-og:-rd t0 thoge
i PR 8 L5 e e, e B T B ey
.amoun(TO criticise the administration of the Smal] Savings Scheme by the Governmen ; *€es

*s the amOunt
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charged, some of them have been absorbed in the Police
he Office of the Comptroller, Assam and the rest who have
are on leave according to the A. R. P. Regulations,
ployment for them and [ hope almost all of them are
future in other Departments of the Government.

Does the hon. Mover press his  Motion ?
In view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble

620

who have already been dis
Department and some in t
remained to be re-employcd
Sir, we are trying to find em
likely to be employed in near
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :
Minister I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - I hope the hon. Member has got leave of the

House to withdraw his Motion.

(After a pause)
The Motion stands withdrawn by the leave of the lIouse.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I am putting the main question before the
House. :
The question is :
¢“That a sum not
which will come in the course ol payme
1946, for the administration of the heac
The question was adopted.
GRANT No. 21.

(41.—VETERINARY)

NABA KUMAR DUTTA: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not excecding
Rs. 2,96,900 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1946, for the administration of
the head “41.—Veterinary”’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢¢That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,96,900 be grante
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
tor the administration of the head ‘41.—Veterinary™.”’

There are 15 Cut Motions. Does Maulavi Abdul Bari

his Motion ? ‘
ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Yes Sir. I heg to move that the provi-

exceeding Rs. 15,43,200 be granted to  defray the charges

nt during the year ending on
1 ¢ 64B.—Civil Delence’. 7

The Hon’ble Mr.

d to defray the charges which
the 31st March 1946,

Chaudhury, want to move

Maulavi = : i i
sion of Rs. 9,000 under Grant No. 21, Major head—41..—Vctzrinaly, Minor Head =As
Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers, Detailed head-——Director, at page
ol the whole grant of

——Superintcndcncc, :
122 of the Budget, be redu:ed by Rs. 100, z. ., the amount
Rs.2,96,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. : .

Sir, my intention is to raisc a discussion about the urgent necessity (,1[_‘ starting two
more Veterinary dispensarics 1n the Subdivision of Sunamganj. Sir,” Sunamganj is
the biggest Subdivision 1n the Surma \_fallcy in area and the communication of the
Subdivision is most difficult. In the circumstances only two _dispensarics—one locatet!
at _]aga,nnathpur and the other at Sunamganj—arc hardly suflicient to meet the

demands of the people. y . . :
Another thing that requires consideration is the potency of vaccine. Each of
the two Veterinary Surgeons 1_1as to atte_ncl toa very extensive arca and the vaccine
before it reaches the destination, loses it  eflicacy.
Qur demand is that at least two more dispengaries should be started in the Sub-

In this year’s Budget we find that one disprnsary has bzen

ik '
division of Sunamga- - .
o e B ?n? ahnother for Sibsagar. "The Sunamgan) Local Board are
SRR e pa}rmo the non-recurring expenditure  that will be required for
3 Government come forward with a proposal to bear the entire recurring

buildings if the &9 B g
e: end%ture. _Thls matter is being agitated for the last few years. On onec occasion
the Sunamgan] LOC_a] Boa[hd out of despair adopted a resolution for the abolitioh of
these two dispe:1sar1f_6iha5 4 CYlthoug_ht that the two dispensaries ' were not sufficient to

e people.  Sir, I do hope that the Government Will  take  this

mect the demand of 1 : C
nto erat A :
aspect of the matter 1 consideration and see their way to establish two more dispen-

aries In Sunamgan]j.

the 31st March |
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

¢ That the provision of Rs.9,000 under Grant No.21, Major head—41.—Veteri-
nary, Minor Head—A.—Superintendence, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers, Detailed
head—Director, at page 122 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs.2,96,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

Srijut GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to mave that the
provision of Rs.2,07,827 under Grant No.21, Major head—41.—Veterinary, Minor
head—B.—Subordinate Establishment (total), at page 123 of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,96,900 do stand reduced by
Rs.100.

Sir, my intention is to raise a discussion about the question of raising the initial
pay of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons. In support of my Mation, I draw the attention
of this hon’ble House to the fact that India and specially Assam is a land of agricul-
ture and agriculturists.  The well-being of an agricultural country depends upon the
welfare - of live-stock. The wealth of  Assam  lies in its fields, flocks ‘and
herds. Real Assam lies in fields and pastures, the milking cows, ploughing ox, ‘the

manger and furrows. In short, the wealth of Assam is invested in its live-stock, as much
as in her fertile fields: :

Now, Sir, the neglected Veterinarians are the guardi
The dumb servitors of the Assamese people are to be
Veterinary, in regard to their  health and
now, is the right type of people o man the Vv eterinary  services and it
is due to the fact that these people do not get the emoluments that may ensure
a decent living. The existing stafl’ 01'-’\/'61(:1"111:11‘3r Assistant Surgeons feel that their pay
-and prospects are not attracive. Ithas to be remembered that the Veterinary
Assistant Surgeons are men with scientific training and, I think, they should have. the
same scale of pay, as enjoyel by the Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 1 think, they have a
right to it. “The initial pay should be raised at least to Rs.75 a month.  As regards
the pay and prospects i ehey Field Assistants, 1 think, that, this class of service
also, should have a better scale of pay.

Finally, Sir, I wOult{ like to say that in any scheme of
reconstruction, the Vf:“?! inary Department must play a very
to do justice to the existing stafl under employment and to
peoplé in future the pay and prospects of  the whole Ve
Feiaas h tl (i ords, I commend my “Jdotion f 1

ith these [ew words, I cc end my “dotion for the :

,]‘{.\;i; Hon’ble the SPEA_KER : Cut I\S',Iolion o Gad - acceptance of the House.

“ That the provision of Rs.2,07,827 under Grant No.21, Major head—41.—Veteri
nary, Minor heacl—~B.—-:Sulmr(lumte Lstablishment (total), at page 123 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs.190, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,96,900 do stand
reduced by Rs 100.” N :

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : M. Speaker, Sir, T beg to move that the total
provision of Rs.2,96,900 under Grant No.‘.»?], Major head‘—‘l'l-—-Veterinary g
121 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.¢., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.2,96,900 do stand reduced by Rs.lQ{)_

My mteation iwonly woraise 2. diiisdion ‘aboue the policy of the Veterinary
Department. ) _

L oo 3 [l Hudesy, fqr the present, in so far as the Veterinary
Department in Garo Hills is concerned. "The vast majority of the people of Assam
depend for their bread on agriculture. Cattle is the main sour(I:Je gr backbone
of agriculture—I mean to say the success of agriculture is dependent ttle and
no cultivation can be carried on without them, The Veterinapr = nt on cat .
achieve good a.nimal breeding, feeding and health, The WOIYk cfP alitm\eln terisnary
Department mainly consists of the trcatment and health of anima]cs) S

The Civil Veterinary Department did not  recejve adequate attention in the past
and therefore it is all the more necessary that there should g bn ion 11 e
sation in this department. Thisis also proposed in the scher;m i"lcj)r sttl?en t;i)st-afar Re-
construction.

ans of this national wealth,
properly taken care of, by 'the
well-being.  What is lacking

national planning and
great part and in order
attract the right type of
terinary Service should be
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The present staff of the Civil Veterinary Department have to deal with the preven-
tion and control of the contagious diseases amongst the live-stock in the villages.
1t is very difficult for the present stafl of only 150 or so to tackle the huge problem of
control and treatment of the large number of live.stock in the Province. For this
reason, Sir, a scheme has been proposed for carrying out the general and specific works
concerned in the control and treatment of cattle diseases. It would be necessary to
have at least 280 Veterinary Assistant Surgeons and 510 Field Assistants for dealing
with over 70,00,060 of cattle in Assam. and I am glad to note that our Government is
taking serious steps for the improvement of the Department.

The staff for Garo Hills is absolutely inadequate. Only two Veterinary Assistant

Surgeons and two Field Assistants are there and one of which is already out. He is in
the Porter Corps and Government have not taken steps to replace him by another
man. So I place this point before Government for remedial action.
There should be, Sir, at least three Veterinary Sub-Assist
Assistants and one Inspector for the Garo Hills ; one Veterinary Sub-Assistant Surgeon
_for the headquarters at Tura, one for the northern constituency and another for
the southern constituency, and one Inspector for the whole of the district. This,
Sir, I am not asking for too much. .

The present arrangement is bad. One Veterinary Sub-Assistant Surgeon is

placed at Mankachar, which place is outside the Garo Hills d_istrict._ His head-
quarters should be either at Bajejdobah or Fulbari. Mankachar is easily accessible
from the Tura headquarters as there is a motor bus service with four timings daily
between Tura and Mankachar, and the area in the Northern constituency is very
reat extending upto Kamrup district along the Goalpara district, comprising
Mouzas Nos. V, VI and VII, plains Mouzas, and Mouzas [II and IV Hills Mouzas.
The headquarters of the proposed Veterinary Sub-Assistant Surgeon for the southern
constituency should be at Baghmara which comprises plains Mouzas Nos. IX and
~« and hills Mouzas Nos. | and II. These are very big areas, and the present staff
is inadequate. I hope Government will consider this matter.

Sir, regarding the treatment aqd helping the people in tpe villages T will
suggest One thing. These Sub-Assistant Surgeons should be instructed by the
Inspector, because unless they are properly ms_tructcd how will they instruct the
villagers ? They must be taught to take care of the cattle and the I'r}ethod of feeding
the cattle. With regard to diseases there are two _rnelhods of treatment, the

reventive method and the curative mf:_thocl. The villagers should be 1_nstructed
in the preventivc method, When any epidemic breaks out “they shpuld .b_e instructed
hat sort of water or grass they should give to the animals, and medicines should
:iso be provided. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will take note of this fact.
hese few words, Sir, I resume my seat.

ith t :

-‘i};e Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved : N
“That the total provision of Rs.2,96,900 under grant No. 21, Major head—41.—
e 121 of the Budget, be reduced by RS-}OO, i.e., the amount of

2

i at pa
X;::iﬁ?:i;yéran? o% Rs.2,96,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker,

: y hon. Friends Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury and Mr. Marak have

en elaborately on all the points which I wanted to place. Sir, there is no
insaying about the necessity of more veterinary dispensaries in the Province. Assam
Y an ultural Province and therefore cattle is the most essential wealth of the
13 iculturis-ts. N.OW, C_lunng the last two years a large number of cattle has been
swept away b cp.nderfxlzcs ; not only that, our military friends have in a few months
dcvourcd gomething like one lakh _heads of cattle. This has resulted in milk
becoming SCarce ang:ll{_ cgstlgr. Ghee *is almost unavailable. Many of our Shillong
friends are tak}l}g a xind o Vegetable. Ghee at 2-8-0 a pound as substitute for Ghee.
In this way, Sir, We al:c gradually going to be deprived ol our most valuable and
i d}“’}?lc we need for our health. ‘1 therefore urge upon the Govern

ment to establish more veterinary dispensaries in rural centres and make

t : . S
proper arrangements for the treatment of ailing cattle and at the same time

ant Surgeons with Field

S e
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stop ﬁ:cc slaughter of cattle by the Military. At present the Veterinary Depart-
ment 1s not so popular ; it is almost unknown to the” village people because in a
subdivision there is only one or two veterinary dispensaries and many wveople do
not know anything about the way of treatment obtaining therefrom. ~ Sir, in the
subdivision of Sunamganj there is one dispensary at Sunamganj and another at
Jagannathpur. Ifa man from Salla requires the help of the Veterinary Surgeon
1t will take at least two days for him to come and take the doctor to his place,
by which time his ailing cattle might die. This is the conditiom everywhere. Now
when we are talking of Post-War Reconstruction, I think Government should be very
careful on the question of improving the Veterinary Department,

I wish to touch one point more, and that is about the condition of the Vete-
rinary Field Assistants. I find from the Budget Memorandum that out of 110
Veterinary Field Assistants 85 are going to be made permanent and Government
remark that they have been found to be very useful to the Department, especia ly
for their control of outb::caks of cattle disease in the Province. While Govern-
menl recognise their services to l?c very useful - they pPropose a scale of Rs. 20—50
per mensem for these people. This is nothing but ridiculous. I would propose
a scale of at leﬂs'i_RS- 40—80 per mensem for each of the Field Assistants. These
people are rendering valuable services to the villagers and to some extent  they
have populansed_lhc Dcpartmc’nt in _th‘e areas where they serve. I brought this
matter to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister more than once, but I find the position
remains the same. T will ask the Hon’ble Minister to consider the lot of these
people again and bring in aSup_plcment‘m‘y Demand, if possible, in ordzr to
ameliorate the condition of these usetul Veterinary Field Assistants.

With these few words, I resume my seat. _

Mr. BEN(_)DE“KUM:AR_].SAR‘.VAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have
words to say regarding the facts that T know of the Veterinary Department.

There is only one Veterinary S’:ll'gef)l‘ posted  at Tezpur. He has got eleven
Mauzas and many tea gz}r.dcns which he has to attend. He has also to attend
to military camps and political area Lokhra. The duty which has been entrusted
upon him, I feel, he cannot cope with. The poor villagers are very ignorant in
the veterinary science. So, I would  be very thankful if Government would take
special steps for the good of the ﬂgrm‘{‘““"m?s and help them in the treatment of
diseases. There have been much cattle _disease and many cattle died and there
has been great loss to the poor agric_ulturlsts. Also we heard that diseases had spread
many times in the past but gl has been done by Government to assist the
villagers in the matler. The Veterinary Assu"atant Surgeons are very few in number and
so also there are a few Ficld Assistants. T find some of them are not satisficd with the

salary they are getting. I would request the Hon’ble Rflinister-in—charge to see if he

could raise their salary to get better service from them.

Sir, the last thing that I would like to say is about ?amphlets. The Hon’ble
Minister- n-charge should see that " some pamphle‘ts and literatures be written and
distributed among the ag”(:”lm“sm to save them from the loss, have these facts
which I am placing belore the House, and I hope the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge
will take steps in the matter. ‘

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHU_RI‘ Mr. S])eakcr, Sir, I rise to give
my whole-hearted support to the Motion ‘r\’thh has been brought before the House
by my Friend, Mr. Jobang D. M’zu‘ak. or reasons alrcady known to the House.
1 say ‘already known to the.House because I l}z}ve referred to the matter once or
twice on_the floor of this House before. The slaughter of bullocks and cows
as allowed by the present Government deserves a legitimate censure by this House.

Sir. we understood that there was a standing  Government order that cattle
under a certain age should not be allowed to he slaughtered. 1 haye drawn the
attention of the Hon’ble Minister more than once that this order has not been
carried out at all and that mttlf:, I mean the milch cattle, are being slaughtered
every day and these c.attlc arc being driven up to Shillong ang Gaukati * undexr "the
very nose of the District Officers and the Police Officers. Nothing has been done.

got a few

°
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I had suggested that there must be an agency at Nongpoh but the Government
reply is that they were short of veterinary officers and that the Police could not
judge the age of the cattlc and so they are being slaughtered. My Iriend, the Minister
of Agriculture, who had the advantage of crossing overseas and who has also

is naturally unorthodox about the

seen the English beeves at closec quarter,
So I can find

slaughter of cattle in this Province, and does not mind such slaughter.
in this matter and il the slaughteér

that that is the only explanation for his indiflerence 1

is allowed to go or, in a few years the Assamesc cattle will be weeded out altogether,
Sir, I should ask the Government to be a bit serious in the matter. They can issue
general instructions to the Police stations by which these cattle pass to check them and
people should not be allowed to move cattle from one place to another unless
they get a permitor a licence. If this instruction is adopted, I think, the Gov-

ernment policy will be carried out.

There are other matters which have
Marak znd I support their views also.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : *Mr. Speaker, Sir, I did not want to speak
this afternoon particularly, but I feel I must rise to support the spirit of this Motion
which has been moved concerning this Department. I do not feel, Sir, personally
that this Department’is given anything like suflicient attention. I say this because it
is surely a matter of clementary sense that a department concerned so much with the
health of the people should do better than the present policy which they are adopting ;
a ““penny-wisc and pound foolish”. policy. _

It occurs to me if we were to offer the right amount of money we might possibly
attract the right people to this Service and, based on the right people, you - probably
could geta decent policy going for' cattle improvemert in the Province- But the
presentrway of doing it, Sir, is leading us nowhere. Itis just playing atit. Milkis
scarce and becoming scarcer and, as far as I canscc, nO real attempt is being made 1o

improve the position. o
One other thing ; this cattle destruction which Mr. Rohini Chaudhuri says is still
g oing on. It occurs to me the slaughter of cattle goin%)r on in this Province is one of
those ways which, properly handled .nd controlled, migh lead to better cattle. We

we do not want. I suggest, Sir,

have an opportunity of getting rid of cattle that :
that this restriction which Government have placed on buying and selling of cattle

for slaughter, if properly enforced, will do a lot ip the way of ‘rcm(_)ving unwanted
cattle. I do not think Mr. Chaudhuri’s way of getting at control is going to do much
good. He suggcsted that Police should stop the cattle that are going along our roads
to the slaughter house, and that the barred cattle should be taken from the dealer—

After that what ? -

been dealt with by Messrs. Gogoi an
J o

e

(At this stage Mr., Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri rosc to speak.)
I am not giving way, Sir. I think, Sir, that what is going to lead to a lot more
bribeable bureaucrats who will take still more and more l)rll)cs: So.I do not think th®
suggestion is on the rightline. I '_pcrsonally have seen fit cattle being driven to the slaughter 4
houses and I have scen them arriving there, but I believe the Army are taking steps to sef
For instance, in Golaghat there is &

that they are corted out at these slaughter depots.
Cattle Farm which 1s run by a certain Major Edwards, where those cattle which he thinks

- should not be slaughtered becausct hey are milch cattle or cattle fit for breeding or
for work, are stopped, looked after by him and cventually handed over to the civilian
population again through the Assam Government. Now, Sir, if that could be done
in every slaughter house and in every Army Cattle Farm, there would be someching
to it znd I suggest Government might examine this as a way of preventing the

good cattle. But to ask the Police to stop the people driving cattle along

slaughter of h
the roads and to surrencer those cattle would merely mean that the Police would take
another thre¢ rupces; and that would be all that.

That 1s all_I‘ hav_'c to say, Sir. :

. DrMCtCil "-Iﬂ%l?zz\ErIé‘rI;l': er' Speaker, Sir, 1 will say onc word in general support
g gan 2 lg ;nd that i Th the House of a serious defect that exists in the Veterinary
rganisation, s the lack of efficient and proper laboratory facilities. Sir,



- delay of a week or 10 days and sometimes more:

‘dispensaries in Sunamganj subdivisioa. It has been

- certain percentage of the capital cost we will certainly co
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there is only one Veterinary Laboratory, as far as I know, in the Province. That is at
Gauhati. And, undoubtedly for the efficient working of the Veterinary Department
there ought to be another laboratory in the Surma Valley to bz situated either at
Silchar or at Sylhet for dealing with the work so far as the Surma Valley is concerned.
‘There is an enormous amount of delay between' the time a specimen is taken, for
example a blood slide is taken for examination of possible infectious diseases in cattle,
and then it has to be sent all the , way to Gauhati, and by the time the examination
is made in that laboratory and the report has been forthcoming—very often there is a
» and by that time a serious epidemic
may have occurred. Attention should be given apart altogether from the Post-War
Reconstruction Schemes to set up a Laboratory in the Surma Valley and also for the
purpose of cold storage of vaccine and serum which to be efficatious in stopping
epidemics 'must be used at the earliest possible opporiunity.

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
problems of the Veterinary Department have become full of wide issues. Though
in this country the bullock is the only motive power for cultivation and  the
generation for the cow ha.s bFen handed down through remote antiquity, I shall
not be far from truth, Sir, if T say that the cattle diseases have ‘received the
attention they deserve only in recent years. The changing economic conditions
have doubtless created an all-round mncreased demand for veterinary facilities and
the Veterinary Department has been infused with a vigour to protect cattle and
poultry from diseases.  With regard to cattle disease, Sir, the Veterinary Depart-
ment has been doing all that is possible with its limited staff to treat the cattle
and visit almost all the villages of this Province. During the year 1943-44 a total
number of 2,69,780 cases were treated and 3,81,789 animals were vaccinated and
inoculated. We  have, Sir, in = our Department 85 Veterinary Field Assis-
tants and they have been made permanent and 17 new men have been
taking training at Gaubhati. I'hc duties of these Field Assistants, Sir, are not to
treat or .diagnose the cattle diseases but to do vaccination and inoculation under
the supervision of the Vclc_rmary Assistant Surgeons, Sir, we get Goat Tissue
Vaccine from Bengal Veterinary College Cvery year for treatment of cattle but
due to war condition the supply of these vaccines have been greatly curtailed and
most of these Veterinary Field Assistants have to spend  their time doing nothing.
At present in place  of fhcsc vaccines, Sir, the l'icngal Government have given
us very recently a d(;secra_ted vaccine an_d WE are just watching whether we will
get the same result 1..v1th this vaccine c?nd if it is pruvcc!. successful, we will certainly
consider the question of _appointiug more Vetermary Field Assistants to deal
with "cattle discases. (4 woice—There will be no cattle to treat after a few
months.)

Now, Sir, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury  has pressed for two veterinary

_ . en the policy of this Government
to open one or two new veterinary dispensaries cvery year, We have made

rovision in 1945-46 for two more vcteripar_y dispensaries—one to be opened at a
place called Sonari in the Sibsagar district and the other 2t Nabiganj in the
district of Sylhet. We have also opened in the current year two veterinary dispensaries
—one at Jowai and another at .Gllaglx}arl.

Sir, the initiative for a veterinary dispensary, accordin

) g to procedure, must come
first from the Local Boards. If the Sunamgan_] Local Board vpirill agree’ to bear a

if not two, at least one nsider the proposal to open,
i s -

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: The recurring cost will be horne
by the Government.

The Hon’ble Mr, NABA KUMAR DUTTA: At least
locality should agree to bear a certain amount of cost of the
‘Now, with regard to potency of vaccine; Sir.
get from Bengal Veterinary College, remains only for seven days and in these days of

transport difficulty it is very difficult to get these vaccines from Calcutta within seven
days and send them to affected areas.

the people of the
g veterinary dispensaries.
"The potency of the vaccine that we
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Maulavi Maqbul Hussain  Chaudhury raised the question of  opening
out more veterinary dispensarics in rural arcas. 1 have already said, Sir, thate very 7
year we endeavour to open out at least two or three veterinary dispensaries in the
Province. - We cannot open out more, Sir, because of the fact that the Veterinary
Assistants are not available here. We also cannot send more than fifteen students to
Bengal Veterinary College as the Bengal Government have allotted only fifteen seats
for Assam Students in Bengal Veterinary College /(A voice—Why not start a college
here ? ) At the moment, Sir, we have eight students in the Bengal Veterinary College
and we can send seven more this year to that college from this Province. Unless more
seats can be arranged in Bengal Veterinary College, we cannot train more students
in that college and the question of opening up more veterinary  dispensaries  every
year cannot be taken up.
Now, with regard to pay and prospects of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons, Sir.
The pay and prospects of the Veterinary Assistant Surgecons of this Province are

almost the same like Bengal and Orissa and we cannot take up this question
as in that case officers of other (epartments

separately. It will be unwise to do so
will put in their claims as well. However, Sir, if the question comes up to revise
-paid officers, J will certainly take up this matter also.

the pay of the Iow
As regards the pay and prospects of the Veterinary Field Assistants, Sir, these

Veterinary Field Assistants were given first a grade of salary ranging from Rs. 20—40
per month. Afrerwards they were put on a permanent footing and their pay was
raised from Rs. 20—50. They have been given a travelling allowance of Rs. 10 and over
and above they have been given 40 per cent. increment of travelling allowance.
They also get war and dearness allowances and rice concession like other Government
servants. From this, Sir, hon. Members will find that we arc not unmindful to
the pay and prospect of these Veterinary Field Assistants.

Sir, we appreciate the suggestion that pamphlets giving instructions regarding
cattle and poultry discases should be circulated and we will make the necessary
arrangement with the Publicity Department to issue such pamphlets in the future.

Regarding slaughter of cattle, Sir, we are not at all indiflerent to this matter.
Orders have already been issued to all District Officers to prosecute any person who
may be found selling any cattle below the age of ten or cows-in-milk. But, Sir, in
this respect unless we get the co-operation from the public it is absolutely impossible
for any Government to take strong measures. We have got no big Police force ora
huge number of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons to visit every village to detect every case.
I would request the hon. Members ol this House to help us in getting co-operation
from the public in this respect.

With regard to scarcity of milk, I can inform the hon. Members that Government
have fixed the price of milk in almost all the towns of this Province, and also in many
places we have prohibited sale of milk to Chinese Restaurants. We are also trying

our best to get powdcrcd milk from the United Kingdom. -
hon. Friend, Dr. Terrell, has suggested to establish one more Veteri-

Then, Sir, my .
nary laboratory at Sylhet. We have 6ne such laboratory at Gauhati at the moment.

The whole Scheme of this is financed by this Government and the Imperial Research
Council on a_ﬁf_ty—_ﬁft}’ basis. At the moment we have only one Officer to do the
research work 1n this laboratory at Gauhati and the question of establishing another
laboratory at Surma Vallgﬂy can 01}13.' be taken up if the Government of India agree t0
this. However, Sir, we will move in this matter and see it it will noet be possible to
open up another laboratory in the Surma Valley.

Regarding Cold Storage Vaccination, Sir, we have got one Clold Storage at
Gauhati but even then we could not get at the moment sufficient supply of vaccine
from Bengal on acioulfllt O_f transport difficulty. But as soon as conditions will improve
we will sec,'Sn", whether it will not be possible to manufacture such goat tissue val:(,:cinc

D POV o i on, VI
1 hope, Sir, the hon. embers will agree that the De i ol
: C ; S i S f : partment 1s not s i
time lazily but following a progressive policy to which I hope the hon. Mggll])i];:gwlitlsi

lend their support. With these wc v
his Motion. ords, Sir, I request the hon. Member to withdraw
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Srijut GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Isthe Hon’ble Minister aware that Bengal
and Orissa scales for Veterinary Assistant Surgeons are better than Assam’s scale ?

The Hon’Ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: So far as my inlormation goes, Sir,
pay and prospect in Bengal are not better than that of our Veterinary Assistant
Surgeons. Their starting pay was Rs. 45 whereas our starting pay is Rs. 55. If it
has been revised recently, I am not aware of that, Sir. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does M=ulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury press his
Motion ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I won’t press my Motion, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has got leave of the
House to w.thdraw his Motion. -

(After a pause.) ‘The Motion stands withdrawn.

Srijut GHANAKANTA GOGOI: No, Sir, with the leaveof the House Does Srijut
Ghana Kanta Gogoi press his Motion ?

* The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope -the hon. Member has got leave of the

House to withdraw his Motion.

(After a pause) The Motion stands withdrawn with th

Does Mr. Jobang D. Marak press his Motion ?

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : No, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has got leave ot the
House to withdraw his Motion.

(After a pause ) .'l'he Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.

I am then putting the entire Grant as a question.

The question is:

¢That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,56,900 be granted to Aefiuy hb iEhages b

will come ir} t_he course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March -1946,
for the administration of the head ‘41.—Veterinary”.

The question was adopted.

e leave of the House.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A.M., on Monday, the 19th March, 1945.

SHILLONG : |

A. K. BARUA,

r
The 29th May, 1945. ) Secretary, Legislalive Assembly, Assam.



