


o hii

q i . . bl
Proceedings of the Sixteenth Session of the First Assam Leg:sl.atxve Assglsn Ys
assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.M. on Saturday,
the 3rd March 1945.

PRESENT :

- it 3
The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and forty-four hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given).

Re Comrade Kali Prasanna Das of Rajnagar

SARUNA SINDHU ROY asked: )
Ez?u \I;ill Government be pleased to state—
L (a) Why Comrade Kali Prasanna Das

has at present been int
own village under the Police Station R

ajnag
Subdivision ? i
(b) Whether Government are aware that he
Co-operative Stores ? -
(¢) Whether Govgrnmcnt Propose to remove the restrictions Imposed on his
' movement : :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir I\'IUI_“IAI\{NIAD bjf\f\_DULLA reRitiaL
1"414' (a)—-His conduct as a labour organizer was so indiscreet and illjudged that
.ent circumstances he could not be allowed freedom to operate.
in pres -(b)—Yes.
¢)—Not at present, - . ‘
bu KARUNA SINDHU ROX_’: May I know why ?
Bfl“lm Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULLA :
501;11.‘3 11(:] reply to Question No. 44(q),
rea

erned in his
ar in the South Sylhet

was the organiser of Lumding

Ih

ave given the
Re Pay of Lower Primary School Teachers

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQ BUL, HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY

#45. (@) Will Government be pleascd'to state whether they g,

jve effect to the Motion passed by this Assemby in its last” Noye

to gl"d to increasing the pay of the Lowey Primary School teachers ?
regal (b) 1f so, what is that ?

(¢) If not, why not ?
-H-The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Siy
45. (a), (b1 & (¢)—The hon.

asked .
¢ taken AN¥ action
mber Session with

MUHAMMAD SAAD
Member is

ULLA

réferred to the re {‘e 1i_e
. ilar Question (Unstarred No. 14) asked by Srijut Siddhj i ngl cle i
s1"';(:sslior1 of the Assembly.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOQI§ERJEE: Where is the reply,
+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Siy MUHAMMAD SAADUL
tablﬁl to-day.

Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Previously it was ruleq that 5 5

i Q;El;:tions which have not bf:e_n answered previously should bcrt1 le:éirence to Unstarr.

“® "§The Hon’ble Mhulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL4 We &
as the Unstarred Question referred to is No. 14,

it would be replied ealj
s — T

hought that

er than thig
1 Speech not corrected

11 The questions were answered by the Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muh
bsence of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman.
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However, fortunately the reply to that Quetion is on the table of my hon. Friend
and he may kindly read the reply.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then, the hon. Member has got the answer laid on.
his table half an hour before the sitting commenced.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : 1 did not know that it would be referred to
in replying to the Starred Question.

I he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But since the Hon’ble Premier has referred to the
answer, the hon. Member may read it.

+Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Arec Govermgnent aware that in a conference
on 19th April, the primary school teachers resolved that they would take leave for one
month if they were not given increased salary at the rate of Rs. 40 per mensem 2

+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : This is entircly
a new Question with regard to a decision of the House in the last November Session.

(Starred Question No. 46 was not put and answered as the Questioner, Srijut
Beliram Das, was absent

Srijut GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR : Will the Government be pleased to let us
know the substance of the replies to the Questions of Srijut Beliram Das, as some of us
had not the good fortune to hear them for remaining confined in prisons at that time.

The Question is very important, Sir.
+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1 am afraid, Sir,

I cannot oblige my hon. Friend. We welcome the presence of the hon. Member-—the
Questioner—to-day in this House. My hon. Friend may however satisfy his curiosity
to know the reply by a reference to the Library table where he will get the
proceedings.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Non-stoppage of Bengal and Assam Mail Train at Nalbari

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMAH asked :
13. (@) Are Government aware that the Bengal and Assam Railway mail train

does not stop at Nalbari at present, causing great inconvenience to the public ?

(6) Ifso, do Government propose to take necessary steps in the matters so

that the said mail train stops at Nalbari ? )
Thidlon ble’ K han thadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

13. {a)—Yes. : :
(b)—The hon. Member is referred to the reply given to a similar Question
[ Question 41 (k) ] asked by Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari, M. L. A., at the November

1944 Session of the Assembly.
Re Salary of Primary School Teachers

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

14. Is it a fact that the Assam Legislative Assembly in its last November Session
passed a Motion recommending the increment of salary of Primary School teachers
to Rs. 40 and that the Hon’ble Minister for Education while declaring his inability to
accept the Motion in full, promised to treat the matter sympathetically ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied : ‘

14.—Yes, the hon. Member is referred to this Government Resolution No.EPS.-
43/44/10, dated the 3rd February 1945, published in the Assam Gazette dated the T7th
February 1945. A copy of the Resolution is placed on the Library table.

1Speech not corrected
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Appointment of store-keepers for paddy godowns
Maulavi DEWAN ALI RAJA asked :

15. (a) Isita fact that the Subdivisional Officer is authorised to zlPDo‘I!,]tl.StO?l‘c-
5: _f I " »addy godowns under the Government Paddy Procurement Policy ?
cl ﬁ”(bl)“ii!';“’ how many Store-keepers have been appointed by the present Sub-
1visi icer abiganj ?
divistonal O)”I\C{r‘;rzftﬁcll):;ts Jd\ll)’ advertised for public information ?
g[) If so, in what way and when ?
(e) 1f not, why not ?

(f) What are the names of all the Store-keepe

rs appointed through the said
OII‘lccrl : Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
The
15. g(;g:llgges not arise.
(¢)—Do:

d)—Does not arise. . '
(e)—As the appomntments had to be made immediately, there was
‘tise the posts. .
to adverti ( )___Does not arise, .
Mr. BAIDYNATH MOOKERJEE: May we know who made the
r
the Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
ke made by the Deputy Director of Procurement—My. Maqgsud—in consulta-
ments -“-rlcrfhc Deputy Comamissioner. . .
tion Wﬁt ;m KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May we know, Sir,
P ved | PR, L
ware chelﬁgn’blc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUH LLA: At the time
Lne Jointments were made, no applic On the vote of this
when the 3131 had to take up procurement from the Syndicate
House, aSc:: tc agency, we requested different
Govcl'nm

and start buying through

_ : _departmen.ts of Government to release offi-

surpose. The Director of Public Instruction was prepared to release 25

cers for the ltlle Education Department, out of which 19 were selected for appointment
officers from officers were selected from other departments., R

and six ?ng;fhct and the Deputy Director of Pro

no time

appoint-

appoint-
if any applications

AMMAD SAADU

ations were received.,

he Deputy Commis-
curement sat together and .made, the
|‘Dncf O : :
:i:lcc“i%nbu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Was any ousider taken in ?
1‘ a

, i Saiyid Sip

L the }"}g; }jlcnl:)lﬁsgi‘:ier W;’S aPpoin%gU.HAMMAD SAADULLA -

L cfgeB{.A DY Afl\{) ‘?;[C{—IIFS;IH(;SI?LR‘]EE © Were all these appoinments made by the

ity Duiggtno,i)f’c Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
TThe_d the Deputy Dircctor of Procurement in con

alrcad'i Sz-lln,cr aDPOinth all thisse POIE.

GOmI;lSSIOBAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :

I.

Are t ;
fficer had no hand in the matter » Ve 1o understand that the Sub
divisiol‘llal C}){on'b]e Maulavi Saiyid Sir
tThe

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
: o o ¢ No.
! Babu K AMn:iI?KUMAR SEN:. Was ?w application received fr(c))m outsiders
for the aPPOint[Pein Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM : )
_TT}.IC I—f&g lzc‘zeived from outsiders, AD SAADULLA: No, Sir. No
appllJF%:ﬁE KAMINI KNMAR SEN .

_ - How were the 2 i 5 2
+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sjr M;UHAMMA"DPOmtants made ?

D SAADULLA: The Deputy

So far as my

SAADULLA: As I have
sultation with the Deputy

JUNS-SY

TSpeech Dot corrected



18 ADJOURNMENT MOTION [3rp MAR.
gg?n:]issioner consulted the Subdivisionial Officer and on his recommendation  six from
?Bcgartmcnts were appointed.,
in GOVca u KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Do we understand that all these people were
iment employment ?
alrearo i€ Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  Yes,
ady been in Government employment.

they had

Settlement of lands with immigrants

]S"ij"‘t DHIRSING DEURI asked :

Will Government be pleased to state— :
(@) Whether all the blocks embodied in the Government Resolution on

Deve]f,.pmcnt Scheme in the ])i_slri(:l of Nowgong, dated the 28!11_ _]H.IY
194-1, have since been apportioned to the different communitics 1n
the district ? _ ;
(6) The number of bichas of land that have since been scttled in the s:u_d
district with immigrants in those different arcas opened  for their
settlement ? .
(¢) Whether any other new block has subscquently been sct apart for

settlement with the immigrants ?

(d) Whether any instructions were issued after the 28th July, 1941 to the local
officers, particularly to the Colonjsatinn Officer, Nowgong, in urqcrr
to safeguard the interests of the Dbackward and  minority

communities ?
(¢) If so, what are those instructions ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

16. (¢)—No. The Development Scheme was abandoned a few months after
the R esolution mentioned in the Question, and the Colonisation Scheme was reverted
to for immigrants only leaving indigenous people to apply for land when and where
they wanted it, '

(b)—The information is not available.
(e)—Yes, under the Colonisation Scheme.

: (d) & (e)—No special instruction was necessary as the general instruction
contained in paragraph 6 of the Government Resolution No. RC.8/42/19,dated the 6th
March 1942, to keep fresh settlements of the immigrants in as close proximity as possi-
ble to their older settlements and in particular to avoid making them in arcas mainly

populated by people of the Tribal classes, was sufficient.

Message from the Assam Legislative Council ¢ the Shillong Civil Courts
and Laws Bill, 1944

The SECRETARY to the Assembly: Sir, the following message has been sent

by the Secretary, Assam Legislative Council :— '
““In accordance with the provisions of rule 127 of the Assam Legislative Assembly

Rules, 1 lay on the table “The Shillong Civil Courts and Laws Bill, 1944°’, which
was passed by the Assam Legislative Council on the 7th December, 1944. The Bill
was referred to a Select Committee of the originating Chamber.

The Bill has already been circulated to hon. Members.

Adjournment Motion #¢ Failure of Govermment to supply mill cloth
bhoth to urban and rural population of the Sylhet district

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ will now ask for leave
to move the first two Adjournment Motions. In the first Motion, instead of “Sythet

district’’ it should be ¢*Assam?.

et ——

tSpeech not corrected
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : There is another '_Mnlicm* _on the same subject
as it stands in relation to the whole Province of Assam. lh:xt_x\Iquon. stnn_ds in the name
of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya. So I cannot allow the alteration.in thé terms of the

i » hon. Member wants.

Mml;;::l::(}{:\l{LI.\’A SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I bcg leave - of the‘ Hou:‘:c
to move that this Assembly do now adjourn o discuss the following matter of public
importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the failure of .G?vcrmm‘.nt to supply
mill cloth both to urban and rural population of }llc Sylhet district. .

A serious cloth situation has arisen to such a height that

in the district of bl‘_\'][.l(‘l. I\.\'Esh to p]:u;c some  reasons !)e!'orc thc_ Ho}xse, Citi“g
certain instances. 'l‘lu‘ .f\(l(]mnn:_ll District I\Inglsfrntc ol Sylhet with hlS‘ subordi-
nates released certain bales  of cloth to be sold in the black market. There are
s , unlimited guotas hixed for the Government servants.,  And  there are certain
C(-Fl-l_“_ eserved for fictitious people and those bales of cloth are made to be sold in
([“m‘l? I;\ market. Very recently, I know, one Sub-Inspector of Poljce seized 0 bales
Ll{“ 1)l‘u’l slonging to Sulaiman, a wholesaler who is also in association with the
of Cl'?l_h '_):i Dis!l‘ﬂl[ Magistrate. There are other instances als0 AT I Lhcw some
Add!ll??s‘ were fixed for the district of Cachar, but only 32 Dbales have becxi given
20012-" (leic for sale. If this state of affairs continues, then pecople of the p?)orcr
l-(l)' t..: .IJJ\\'C“ as of the middle class will go without cloth. Not to speak of the bazars
;Jnd:‘ht: towns but r‘LlSOI‘-ln lhc\ ‘\'}]_!ag(-? mﬁiFldlc clnss people are not getting any cloth to be
sold. 1o the past, Irom certain places of Bene 1 used  to come to

gal loom-made clotl
r side for sale in the market. But since the Bengal Government has banned the
OU1 |\ into Assam any cloth the scarcity has become more and more acute, with the
en 4it that very soon people will have to g0 without cloth and which fact everyone
res :
knows.

The Hon'ble I\'I:!ulm-'i Sai}--id Sir B\-IUI-I‘.-\RI_N[_AI') SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,
o . Friend is correct in saying that there is a scarcity of mill-made cloth in Sylhet.
Sir, my ay say, this scarcity is not only there, but in the Province itself. We have got
But I ll’lL-]q’) dunntity of standard cloth which is available to the entire public to buy
e '-m)" reservation of being poor. But for the shortage of mill-made c¢loth
‘Yltl}(&);‘;l;n Government 1s not responsible, N 4 ;
the £

il Ii 1s the Central Government who originally,
. s say e correctly - : . :
through mistake, I should say more correetly, through » policy of appeasing the

facturers of cloth, Si;‘TNCd a policy of giving quotas to different provinces and
manulz ided that the quotas would bc_ given to the actual dealers who* had "heen in
tthY dc({ . f’rom the year 1942 and earlier. In Assam we have no bje ;1 lers -
thlsl‘-rch.ijom here have bought any cloth [rom the S dealers ; no
dealer

a cloth famine is apprehended

mills direct - ; :
Pi%te 3 A g In previous ears
s merged with Lhal‘oi Bengal, as our traders bought ,from 11:311(3 merclzrants
our qu Bengal or Calcutta.  Dut as the Beneal Government
- ine in ; , ) 5 1t could
living 112 aettmg our qllﬂta ﬁt’)m
o

Bengal merchant

lers in el o o
dlcs. G sernment of India and, as vesult, the Texti
th

of India, Mr. Ve}lodj c‘nmc to Assam to discuss, and
- geparate quoti for Assam, namely, 4,600 hales per
sceurc (a from Bombay and Ahmedal,

this qLNl,O ‘hnvc sent our eputy Directon
us.l v 1;(:: has been, lhmug}li agents, able
and the last four months.  Three agents ar
bz;]lcse:lcjllﬂ.lnad to get our cl_oth._ One thing stoo
go(;iinQv as no direct booking from Bembe

not help our
_correspond with
3 with the Govern-
\hcnlwe have been able to
i L. month and we  have to buy
5"1(1 11111Is,_a3 the Government of India ordered
of Textile, Rao Sahel Sundram to ‘Bombay
to send to Assam about 10,000
¢ operating both gt Bombay and at
d in our waym the matter of railway

Y to Assam is  allowed du d
: , 5 e to orders an
rules of the Railway Depariment.  So, all our quotas now have bheen booked from

Bombay to Calputtrﬂ(, ;?ndﬁ\;:n]liwi tc;\ receive tIhe Bengal Government’s permission
" i roimn < S / =
to export this - 9 Assam., We, therefore, asked Messrs. Shaw

#Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA 9 wigos »

¢¢This Assembly do now adj(}l}rn t6 Histitsg
the cloth and yarn famine prevailing throughout
machinery of supply.

we had to ;o
le Com missioner

definite matter of urgent public importance namely
the Province due to

the failure of the Government
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Wallace & Co., to handle all these bales on behalf of Assam in which connection our
Textile Commissioner, Mr. Hadi Hussain, went to Calcutta to settle terms with this
Company for the disposal of this cloth from Bombay and Ahmedabad and to make
arrangement for despatching the cloth to different centres in Assam. Now Assam’s
quota of cloth is coming. I have heard only three days ago from one hon. Member
of this Assemblv that some 250 bales have arrived at Sylhet. Morcover, it takes
very nearly three months for a bale to reach Assam fromm Bombay. Hence, in the

past,” there was some scarcity of mill-made cloth in all  arcas of Assam. We h;l}‘c
and the result 1s 1n

done our level best to secure cloth during the last four months ;
sight. Therefore, hearing these dctails, I hope my Friend will withdraw his
Motion.

tBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, cannot the Government throw
responsibility of transport to the trade itself ?  We find, the difficulty arises in creating
some new agents for the purpose of handling this business. I say this because in

some cases where Government fails, the trade succeeds.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If welecave

it to the trade, the complaint made by Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy, I am sorry to say,
will be aggravated. Because the trade will sell the cloth in the black  market.
With that view the Government brings the cloth and issues it through co-operative
organisations.

tSrijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Sir, in many places pcople weave
their own cloth. But as they are not getting yarn, their looms are remaining idle.
I will be glad to know if anything is going to be done to remove the scarcity of
yarn.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, this is an
adjournment Motion regarding the scarcity of cloth and the question of the supply of
yarn does not come in ’

Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble Premier

tBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :

if any enquiry will be made against the allegation that has been just now made in the
House ? .
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If my Friend
gives me any specific cases, I will enquire.
tBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: In view of that, Sir,

Motion for leave to move the Motion.
Then I may be permitted to move my next Motion.

the

I do not press my

Adjournment Motion 7¢ misuse of Defence of India Rules by the Deputy
Commissioners of Sylhet and Cachar Districts

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Sir, I beg leave to move that this Assembly
do now adjourn to discuss the following matter of public importance and of recent
occurrence, namely, misuse of Defence of India Rules by the Deputy Commissioners
of Sylhet and Cachar Districts by curtailing civil liberties of people in banning meectings,
hoisting_of Congress flag and in refusing permission for meectings and in putting
restrictions on leaders belonging to popular organisations.

Now, in the Sylhet district, we cannot hold meetings and when permission is
asked for, we 1eceive permission after the date of the meecting. I shall cite certain
instances. Recently there was a conference called Surma Valley Kisan Conference.
1 applied for permission for 4 days but permission was given only for 2 days and it
was received very late. I had to send a reply-paid telegram and the reply came to me
just the day before the conference. Permission was also called for a  procession,
but it was refused. I may also mention that, in this Assembly, last time we passed
some Motions regarding the cultivators’ paddy and rice. The cultivators did not
know all these things. Meetings were required to be held to apprise the cultivators

tSpeech not corrected,
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of the details which have been passed in the Assembly.  After many days, only on the
12th of January we got permission for the meeting and in  that mecting Kisans knew
what was passed in the Assembly, holding mnany meetings

I sought for permission for
in the whole Subdivision adjourned for wunt of per-

and some of the mectings were
mission. -
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - May I ask one thing ? The hon. Member has
raised four points.  Will he tell me how many meetings have been banned between
the last Session of the Assembly and this Session ?
Babu KARUNA SI;\;DI:I[‘I ROY: I have got a list.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Four meetings during
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY:  Yes, Sir.
have not yet come in to my h:_m‘ds. g
]‘u("l'llt‘ Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member
s '1 of all facts he wants to discuss by the Motion.
H0SSCSSI01 formations should be clear and definite.
and his 11 the Motion speaks of were imposed ?

1.(.5tri](;ff§35i{ ARUNA SINDHU ROY: Four. S,

At least four.
these three months?
Ihere are other imstances which

should have been in full
Itis an Adjournment Motion
How Toany are the cases in which

: : vesterday in answer to o Question

’ble Premier replie i s = e B = Scucstion

¢ mine the Hon’ble plied that he has been restricting the movement of
O

0 omrade Manik CIli.o_uldIzlufyIin S?rl‘hetrtnw!l and Commc!c Kali Prasanna Das has been
detained and also 'a“;ccl.n ‘11<}r\um‘u Nandi has been interned in Sunamganj town
nd I sent a reply-paid te c,giran‘l to the Hon’ble Premier to allow Mr. Arun Kumar
an 1a to attend the conference but I diq not get the reply.

(Jnal}I(_l*]C Hon’bl‘? the .SPLAKER : Then, what does the hon.
{ Defence of India Ruleg ?

use OBalJU KARUNA SINDHU ROY . the officers like

T : . » to' do anythine
Ul s T‘Otlc?ui‘mm Lo any rules. “There is no reason to clcta‘inythosce
.rsons. 1hey arc ﬂot‘ coing anything harmful.  Morcoyes they are acting for the
l)(.f_cncc of India. ey are m.lkmg anti-fascist Propoganda in the places where
ac . .

Member mean by mis-
Whenever

~ernaln. TP - 1
they f;':;n;-llon’blc the bPLAI&I:,!.{ : Does the hon, Member
fl ]r‘on of the Defence of India Rules w

app];é:a]i)lu KAR-NA SINDHU ROQY :
e hings.
in many ¢ » SPEAKER -
rulcs'}lle Hon’ble & Ee *1:1\111&\1\:'{{ .1 . : the holding of mectings

ctically the same : as there any enquiry held before refus 8 8
was lIJ;a I{ARUNA SINDHU ROY: No

T?léuHon,blc the SPEAKER : Ap
: . !

! ) mean indiscriminate
ithout proper enquiry ?
Yes, there is Indiscriminate application of the

n’ble Ma_tulaw _Saiyld Sir MUHAMMAD
zﬁ;tion that té;lsoﬁgoillon 1l)s Fntneiy out of order IS:\ f:l?:UiliJrI;? hAt th? bt
macc was contmm; - éarle g iR 0F India Ruyles are there apq pd o S s
rak lied for the las & y S S 0 the restrictions imposed are not 'y have been
PP" . ce a long time. 'y we are §oing to discuss a Motions new, but they were
¢here sinl nd Mr. Mookerjee byt ) Otion

- 8¢ : which will 1ved
B _ 1818 an Adjournm 1 : e
by mY F I have already pointed out that thithas bezﬁt e o0, 10 A o

ears in the disltricglc:fnsy}het_ This i g .the State of affairs for the last
o y[’he Hon’}l:'le tillren woulﬁIicl)z o o Does hon, Hir, MOOkerj €e intend to move his
Motion thnD;fS’ANATH MOCI)I}C{}(E‘,)II; aﬁly of tfhe Private Memberg’ Biinin ifa o
Mr. BAIttcr for me to remind 01{ S X, Str, T was willing to moi?e i¥ but 1
think [t e Minister who Wcrg oresent o, 23 the hon Members including the
Hon’ble Pri ‘noon in your Chalmberl tlles:ant during the discussion which took ci)lace
yesterday aftflill as that was the gone! :ia} I'have ¢ cided to deq] it i oS 6
e SP;]CU’) assure that he WOllldrgivc(‘Zu‘fs:é and the Hon’ble Prime Minister was also
) ou : oL arate » M _
xl‘czlt?s(::dml;}’ me regarding the politica) prisonersP rate reply to- the points that will be
" +Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE 1 e Gt Bl

s o . d a
¢« That the political situation of the Province be taken into consideration >
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I am to take it that the hon. NMember,
Mr. Mookerjee is not geing to move his  Motion.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: According to '\'!'J"I(].l}".w arrangements 1
do not like but if the Hon’ble Prime Minister so desires and il he be kind  enough
to make time for me then I may consider but as it stands I cannot.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member should
This is very important. If his Motion is to be discussed I may not
ment Motion on the ground that it will anticipate discussion of
already been set down for discussion and is likely to come up.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MO()K]‘lRJEl",: Sir, our decision was due to a request
made by the hon. Leader of the Opposition and I must stick to it. But the Hon’ble
Prime Minister has forgotien the arrangement, it scems,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, thc matter
has been settled by arrangement in order to accommodate the learned Leader of the
Opposition to have his Resolution about land settlement policy. ‘This is the burning
topic of the day. When we came to this arrangement, we went the length of—instead
of taking private members’ time—moving the Motion oa the economic situation by
Government instead of allowing my Friend Mr. Mookerjee to move his Motion. T was
willing to allow Mr. Mookerjee to move his Motion on the political situation of the
country but you, Sir, suggested that the same matter might be discussed in the general.
discussion of the Budget, and I might make a reply, and, therefore, the matter would
be discussed on the floor of the House. 1 do not take shelter on that. But Sir, under
our Rule 87 not more than one matter can be discussed on the sarmne Motion and the
Motion must be restricted to a specific matter of importance. As you yourself have
arked it—that this Motion has got four diflerent sub-

come to i decision.
allow this Adjourn-
a Motion that has

pointed out—arid I have also m

sections to it. The first point is about the curtailment of civil liberties by banning

meetings. The second is the hoisting of Congress fiag. The third is the refusing ol per-
is the restriction on leaders belonging  to

mission for holding meetings. The fourth
popular organisations. But all these rc['c.rrcd to cannot be one subject matter 5 my hon.
Friend should have merely relied on ““misuse of the Defence of India Rules’.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He has explained how the misuse Is being made.
ss the whole policy ; this I can understand from his Motion.

He wants to discu
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If you think so,

I have nothing further to say. _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Does the hon. Member press his Motion for leave
to move the Adjournment Motion ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY::  Hes, Siv.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Having heard the hon. Member who has given
notice of the Motion and also the Hon’ble Prime Minister, I hold that the Motion is in

order. The
ernment, underlying the imposition of restrictions in various ways on th
of the peoplc and, hqvi_ng regard to the present political situation, it is a Vvery urgent
matter of great public importance. So I find the Motion to be in order and I give my
consent to it.
Is there any objection to the Motion being moved ?
ok (After a pause)
1 see there is no objection. The Motion will be taken up at 3 p.m., to-day and
the consideration of the other Adjournment Motions will stand over for Monday.
Motions under Assembly Rule 85(1)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now we take up Motions tabled under Rule 85(1) of
the Assembly Rules. ,
Maulavi Amjad Ali is absent.  Mr. Whittaker’s Motion is to be taken up on the
12th. Then Maulavi Abdur Rahman can move his Motion.
Motion Re : introduction of free Compulscry Primary Education in
5 the Province
Maulavi MBDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move “that this
Assembly do now take into  consideration the question of “introduction of free
uisory primary education in the Province forthwith by levying such cess

¢ civil liberties

comp

hon. Mover of this Motion wants to discuss the whole policy of the” Gov- -

v
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as may be deemed neccessary.” Sir, let me begin my speech with the
saying that upon the education of the people of the country, the fate of the
country depends and that in the youths of the nation we have our national
assets. If we look to the other nations of the world—the nations who are now
progrcssi\'c in ideas and progressive in modern lines of education, we find that
their people are much advanced in modern thoughts. The percentage of
literacy in those countries is very much more than that of ours. It is said that
the clementary education is the foundation of the welfare of our children,
welfare of our women, welfare of our rural population and welfare of our citizens.
If primary education of a better type is not introduced in the country and if the
children of the soil arc not _f-or(:‘cd to attend educational institutions under compulsion,
the structure of national lgc is_sure to be weak and feeble. We cannot shut our
eyes against Wl‘aﬁklsf;;)’;lg_‘ 'nf’d"zo"c\mPlogresswc countries like Soviet Russia, modern
a & .

Turkﬁr’. BDR?BYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Excluding Great Britain ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHN{A}I\T 5 Thcy are our masters. If we compare the lpcr-

tage of literacy 1n India wit 1‘otI1c1. countries of the world it will make our heads
cen S down out of shame. lliteracy is'the root cause of poverty and ill-health d
?t‘iﬁ’;kcs a man immoral. . The people of the United Kingdom and Germany ar ant
1t‘:r cent. literate and the United Sta-tcs of America and Japan have gc.t‘95y a;recc:;lr;
Pr their population educated. In India the percentage of literacy is about 10 gcr cent.
%’hcn comes the question (:F our own poor Province of Assam, In the matter of
Jiteracy of 1ts .populatnlgl_l ghc position of Assam stands fourth. The percentage of
Jiterate people in the 1‘ovmcci of Bengal, Bombay and Madras are much hibhcr
L that of the people of the Province of Assam, §
thanA little above 9 per cent. of the total population of Ass

. : : am is at present i y
This indicates the urgency and extreme necessity for intro KL it literate.

ducing fre

. : R R s e m

. mary education in the Province at an early date. All Ci\-’ilise% G()ve:-:r?] éjutlsorér
f‘:ilol ns are out to improve the position of their people. W ment an
na

1 ! . e should k i
- Assam’s total population, according to Census figures of 19411&?33 gt)l?gstvgrt};

: five lakhs. Out of this only about 13 lakhs are childs
= of the Province, near about 124 lakhs of children are here who ca Cli)ta e
tiotgnd the educational institutions. Now, Sir, if I can be allowed oo i:.nf ¢ made to
uthoritative Sigubek tegAniIE thL SL?IOOl_gDH}g children and jf we chf rf e ccli;am
attend school, 1t will, boe necessary to establish additiona] schools in adgj o
Q. ting ones which will necessitate increased expenditure over ang ba ition to the
exi Government and the Local Bodies, Qp 5 calculation, Sir. j above that borne
pat if fre compulsory primary cducation js to be introciuced’
i’}oVince’ the amonnt off expenditure that wi
bourhOOd of {lm? gz\?;ediﬁcc:u?iisl' g he Gov nment is maintainip

hools from their Ct grant and the rest

sC s. Deducting the prese . i

d other sources. . 05, UE Present expenditure which i
t}?c Province t?ward? lmparting primary education to oy t:shiltclloW ueiily bo:_'qe o
expenditure which will be necessary will be about 60 to 70 lakhs o lien’ ol
°f ;s necessary to keep }zlz_lcc with other nations of the world and al::l OY- : }Ilf we feel t_h}alt
pouring provinces of Iél 1a, we should make it a point, we should tVl"lftk other Iéeng =
mined duty, to introduce compulsory prim o i X 1t our deter-

uestion of finding out t_he adstIO‘DaI expenditure of 60 to 70 lakh e o a_md s
There are means, if ?Yllsc-flandlmg 'S made, from whijcp thissgl?l¥tin0t 1bc Siiio
b foungi out. I wi give my own S‘llggf:s!:lons in this I‘espcct lat i Slé,m maz
entered into the present autonomous admmlstration we made i e iy
better nation of our people and so we should, firgt of Al ok e Do oAk S
ting elementary education to our own childre’n Thcri: fla;al}{c,e Ll 0SS Glmmpars
tion S8 the floor of this Hon’l?lc House since the advent E{En SUFHC.ICH.t ldemonstra‘
which showed that mone of fthe - provincial autonomy

Members of (h; 4 5
. : “ T s Hous to
this  question. ° There  has been the Primary Educatiofil lscgffi;];itég in
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which all the members in a chorus recommended that the sooner the
compulsory primary ‘

Government takes up the question of introduction of free

education in this Province, the better it will be for its children. FEven before the present

new reforms, as early in the year 1926, while the present Leader of the House was in
charge of Education, an Act was passed, called the Assam Primary Education Act of
1926. The views expressed by different Hon’ble Members then, tend to show that all
right-thinking people of the Province are always out to see that they can give at least
clementary education to their children and as a result of that, since after the enact-
ment of the Act of 1926, what achievement the Province has made has to be considered.

It has however been said that the Education Act which was passed in 1926, has remain-

ed a dead letter. Why this has been so ?  Why the Act has not been translated into
action ? What are the difficulties which stood in the way of introduction of the pro-
visions of that Act ? The difficulties, to me it appears, arc the questions of finance—

the question of dual system of meeting the expenditure, that is, it was provided that

in an area where compulsory primary education was to be introduced, one-third of the

cost thereof was to be borne by the Local Board concerned and two-thirds by the Govern- |
ment. Some of the areas were sclected also for introduction of compulsory primary |
education and the Local Boards were approached whether they were ready to bear the
necessary expenditure which the Act provided but the rcluctance of the Local Bodies
prevented such measures being taken up. Now it is high time that we should see that
there should be some sort of compulsion towards the expenditure which will be 3
necessary for the introduction of this very very important nation-building scheme In

the Province. Sir, it was recommended, I remember, in a resolution that this scheme

be introduced as carly as possible. Now the present Government scems to be a bit

alert about the country-wide agitation about this matter. They have appointed a
Primary Education Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr. S. CG. Roy, retired
D.P.I. of the Province. 1 do not know, Sir, what will be their recommendations. But

I am sure this very vital question of the introduction of [ree primary education

in the Province has not been lost sight of.  We might send a recommendation  to the

Government to take up this scheme at a very early date.

Sir, as regards the public voice for introduction of primary education in the Pro-
vince, I may cite several instances. Very recently, some months past, I have becen
‘trying to speak out my mind to the pcople at large, whercver I had . an occasion. I
several public meetings I pointedly raised this question-whether our people would be
willing to pay any cess towards imparting education to their children ifat all compul-
sory primary education was introduced. The voice of the people was unanimous every-
where. I have been very much impressed by the enthusiasm and willingness of the
people displayed in favour of paying any cess in order to get their children ecducated. I
do not know whether any resolution from any of the meetings has been sent to  Govern-
ment. But very recently at a mecting at Shaistaganj in my Subdivision, which was

resided over by the Hon’ble Minister of Civil Defence, this question was very much
agitated. Som%lof the speakers did not allow us any opportunity to speak as they kept
on speaking for hours together till the subject was cxhaustively " discussed. They said
that it was the only question which would give real benefit to the people of the Pro-
vince if this primary education was introduced in a compulsory manner. rhere
might be some opposition to this at the_very beginning, as every good mecasure is cons
fronted with opposition at first. Supposing, Sir, if a doctor wants to administer medicine
to a person to curc his sore, the patient will naturally give some obstruction at the
very beginning even though he kno,“_’s full well that the medicine will do him good
ultimately. This is also the condition with our people generally. Though they wil

grumble to pay 2any cess at the beginning, they will not hesitate to contribute towards 1t
when they will find that their children and wards are deriving much benefit from intro-
duction of primary education. And this cess will not be much higher than what they
are paying now as GhOWk}dari cess. In this view of the matter I would urge upon the
Government to take up this measure without any hesitation, and I will be extreinely
grateful if I get an unanimous support from the hon. Members of this august House

for my Motion. This measure, if introduced, will enable the people to give at least the

)

w
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elementary education to their children.. Sometimes the guardians have- a
mind to educate their boys but because of the fact that they are afraid of their
childrens’ own wishes, they do not put pressure on them. But if there be compulsion
there will be no option on the part of the guardians in sending the boys to schools.

Now, as to the necessity of this very important matter, I think, Sir, I need not dilate
much, as I feel sure that no hon. Member of this House or anybody outside the House
will stand against such a very popular measure. The only difficulty which may disturb
the minds of some of the hon. Members of the House is the question of finance. I
have already stated that the additional expenditure that will be necessary will not go
much beyond about a crore. (_-1'0}’6”11110!“ are now very much solvent, I should say.
From the Supply Department, it is reported, they are earning a lot of money each
I am told also that Government are increasing  their income from Agricultural
ax and if a certain percentage of the income derived from the Agricultural
and income from other sources are earmarked for this scheme then it will
surely minimise our task. : :

Then again, some apoount (.)f taxation may be levied on the Tea Industry, not on
the growers but on tilf'ic‘;:;:fll‘:::IC;“;]ﬂi tc:‘l.d I think my hon. Friends may take it seriously
that if only ong pic = > pound of tea, the total amount will come to several

laklls- ~ @ N - B e
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, would the hon. Member ask Govern-
at they did with the suggestion that the Assam Government should take a share

ment what futy which is already bringi
of the . excise duty. w aiready bringing about 2 crores of rupees to the Central

Government ?
vi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Very well, Sir, T will ask that. We are now to

year.
Income-t
Income-tax

Maula . s
see how this Qopulnl r;leasuu_.can b_e taken up b}z Government at once. I am just
ore light on the way 1n which they can find out additional expenditure. My

giving m s they might levy some addition: i
idea was that a e g W ‘1 1 10_11(11 cess on Tea _Industry they might
also find out some 1 2 'Yol' ke S 1gr11§u tural income. They might also spare some
money {rom the 071“]13 :-agnch oo thplgl)g cpartment. T am told they are earning ‘lakhs
and lakhs from thlSd o e a r}?.ncll. The Government is now out to open
new avemues Bl i entis not at all welsomen FOpuments | right and left. This
ction of the Goverllb s Sv;: Comed. - The additional income they are
gow deriving S}%OUId 0t13.l ls;pc or this Scheme. It is no good spending the money to
. tain the officers ; [
e *ble the SPEARER :  Has the hon. Member finished his speech ?

The Hon MAN: Y . -
: ABDUR RAH : Yes, Sir. W ;
.Ma?;at‘l,:c acceptance of the House. ith  these words I commend my
Motlrf‘ﬁc Hon’ble the Sé’EAIKER: Thfé Motion moved :
¢« That thllfl i?;lngrilz];% I::(zl‘:(;?tlfgl:n'to C(})lnSidcration the question of intl‘oductiOn
o i m 1n = Provi ; : ) >
a jr‘:; fgaypbc deemed necessary,” the Province forthwith by levymg such
cess . L BARI C >
et ABDULBAR] CHAUDSURY . s, Snetes, S it youspemision,
1 want to I Maulavi Abdur Rahm s St asjust now  been moved by
my hon. Friend, ¢ » an, viz., that in the second: |
y »» the word ‘‘ even ” be added. The Ivlotion, as ameno;:g i'f;?llid th:eac‘lv OI:;
b

¢ forthwith

follows :(— s d s
«¢That this Assembly do now take into consider

of free compulsory Pf imary Cdllcition in the Provin
cesg as may be deemed necessary’’,
Ido think that my hon. Friend the Mover of ¢

. " amendment.
ion T?h?)ﬁon’ble the SPEAKER : ButI think

: the v : i
for introducing even this small amendment, vote. of the House is to be taken

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY . the ho
Motion accepts the Amendment, there will he ne dificulty -

~

ation the_ question of introduction

€ Motion will not have any object-

Mover of the original
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Even if it is accepted by the hon. Mover, the vote
of the House will be necessary. .

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I think the hon. Member will have an
opportunity of moving his Amendment.

_The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, my object is obvious. I want
that the question of taxation should come into consideration as a last resort, when all
other avenues have been explored, and exhausted. [ hope, Sir, the hon. Members of
the House will realise the position. ) . ;

Sir, the movement for introduction of free compulsory primary education 1n this
Province is as old as the Assembly itself. Year after year the hon. Members, irrespec
tive of party alignment, have stressed the need of such compulsion. 1 do not hesitate
to say that the movement received an additional impetus when the  present Education
Minister assumed charge of the portfolio. Since then he has been trying his utmost t0
advance the cause of primary ccﬂu:ntion with the ultimate object of introducing free
compulsory primary education.

In this connection, I would like to refer to the Primary Ilducation Conference llclfi
in Shillong in 1943, where the Mover of the present Motion was also present. In this
Conference, primary education in all its aspects was thoroughly examined and certain
recommendations were made with the object of paving the way for an early introduc-
tion of free compulsory primary education. I regret to say that most of these recom-
mendations yet remain unimplcmcntcd. In this Conference the question of levy of
a fresh cess was also considered, but it was ultimately decided to find money from the
provincial revenues.
~ Very recently, a Primary Education Committee was appointed by the Government
with Mr. S. C. Roy, the ex-Director of Public Instruction, as its Chairman. This
Committee, after very long deliberations submitted its report. Unfortunately, the
report has not been made available to the hon. Members. I understand that in this
report also the financial implications were thoroughly considered and the Committee
madé certain recommendations including fresh taxation.

When the Assam Primary Education Bill standing in my name was defeated at
the last stage in the last Budget Session, the Hon’ble Minister in charge was kind enough
to give an assurance that he would come forward with a comprehensive Bill for early
introduction of free compulsory primary education in Assam. But the Government
feared that levy of a fresh cess would be necessary for the introduction of free compul-
sory primary education and they did not agree to come forward with such Bill. They
wanted beforehand to ascertain the verdict of the House and that too upon the initia-
tive of a private Member. This is the origin of the present Motion. My hon. Friend
Maulavi Abdur Rahman is a staunch exponent of the cause of primary education. T
presume, Sir, he has tabled this Motion out of a sense of desperation, otherwise, he is
no advocate of a taxation measure. (4 voice :—No.)

We cannot but deplore the dilatory habits of the Government. Why could they
not appoint a Special Officer with an -adequate staff for a preliminary survey
without appointing a Committee ? We are yet to learn what useful work was
done by this body. Then again, the Committee submitted its report in October 1944
and it is in the month of April 1945 that Government is going to appoint a Special
Officer to examine the report. :

I suggest that a Special Officer should be appointed without further delay and
he should immediately undertake the necessary survey work which will surely
prove to be a stupendous task. Such a survey will entail a census of school-going
children, allocation of areas to be served by each single and plural teacher’s
schools in the light of local circumstances and it will also take into consideration the
question of school buildings and equipments.

Side by side with the survey work, I think, arrangement should be made for
starting more training schools for the purpose of training more teachers. Such

*#Speech not corrected.
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training of teachers should be considered as an essential requisite for the introduc-
tion of free compulsory primary education.

Upon a very modest estimate, the ultimate cost of Government for this intro-
duction of free compulsory primary education throughout the Province will be in
the neighbourhood of a crore of rupees. But the cxpt:llditur_e during the first few
years is not expected to exceed 50 lakhs of rupees even including the capital

expenditure and also a small rise in Ilhv pay of the lower primary school teachers.
Reading between the lines of the

h C Sargent Report it is not difficult to presume
" that the Government ol India will be ready to

contribute at least 50 per cent.

of the total expenditure if we launch upon’ the Scheme. Is it very difficult, Sir,
to find out this money from the Provincial Budget ? T w:

[ : 1 ant to say that if Govern-
ment have the will, the way will not be difficult to find out. In this connection
I would refer to the Agrlcu'ltm;al qlm,;omc—t:tx receipts. .In the year 1941-42 the
: AcOmE under this head was l:s. 27,12,000. ) In 1942-43 i came to Rs. 38.83.000. in
11943-44 it further swelled to Rs.58,11,000 and in the current year the Revised Es’timz:.tcs
lace the figures at Rs; 56,00,000, But'JE }_myc-dcﬁnitc information that the actuals
)"ll be much lJlé{_]{Q[:;.:l' (llforr'cs of No, Ni) T'his is in any way a new source of income and
wl S ifficulty 1 ear-marking it for Il { - -
/ re is any g primar education s .
if t,';i';nt can surely be spent for the purpose, o % @ Pproportionate
an .
i ak the provincial shar £
Next I take up 4 AL O rear 1941-42
. — . - -42 ou
share was a mugﬁxaob{;u_n 01{“)11\;411-1" tIS,Ul}U. It rose to Rs. 21,80,000 in3 the year 1942 4;
Rs. 39,00, m 1943-44. In the current year it i < e
and to ~ 60 lakhs <. !t 15 expected to be in the
. ‘hood of 00 lakhs. In the year 1945-46 it will b .
ighbout L P ) 1t will be much more
gﬁxg due share from 'thLI new tax on betel-nut and tobacco. In the ﬁtjgc::‘;ctfg‘:
. been presented in the Central Assembly, an extra surcharge on  inec
ha been proposed. This will effect a Proportionate rise in our shb'n'e S e
hﬂgnt can easily spare a part of this amount for the Spread of P‘I'im.ar O,dGOV?I‘n-
m I think, Sir, I need not mention about the extra profit that y education.
. om the Forest Department, Provincial Excise and freie Other‘tax‘;: arg1 rﬁak!ng
i:Ot [ cannot but mention the ad z:a!orem_cess that is being realised b én uties.
]‘5‘um most  of its supply  transactions. The collection undzr overnment
fro [ understand, to. the tune 0(5'75 lakhs in the current year, I th!s will
be’ccs is it not Possnblc for the (m_vcrnmcnt of Assam to nnie N n the circums-
tah- Juction Of"h‘eclcompu]mry primary education with  thej .
Sir, this will doubtless be the best Investment j thavn resources? I

1 4
ning- : . N the way of post-war
planit = at to make it clear that I am not fightj

s a last recourse when we cannot :

d come€ as : NOt avoid it In t -

s convinced thathf}o‘\:rg:nmﬁntu@ unable to meet the ew{pchi?e pres

;ltart. Let thf; 'OG'(;,JV();— tl’:}\l’ali(}f}u\\ ;'111 IS resources and if it ig found tu re];, tod ﬁake a good
uesti e il come, : , © be defici

e T As such, Sir, I ca cient then

only he Motion moved by M; : n only a¢ :
t to the Y Maulavi Abdur R cord my qualified
PP bl th STEARER it ot i, “

“That 12 (fll:iec?econd line of the Motion after the worg
» he adde . - 7
“eveilla1 think at this stage the Government Point of view ma
USé. : o L M
Ho Tl Hon’ble .Maulav_l Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD .
he Hon’ble Minister in charge is engaged in gh, A
A nment stand-point in thig matter . e U

income-tax. In the

of new
shDul

taxation. It
ent case [ am

“forthwith® the word

Y be placed before the

Speaker,

the - Was T .~Pper House I may reply.
C}ovm hon. Friend the Mover of this Motio)ﬁen SB“ﬁiCmnﬂY indicated in the speech
: (I) I:Igfc to place before the House seriati :

ut €ven at th Hn

m the gte € cost of repetition,
been pOi“ted gL, i early_ as 1926 overnment hass that have been taken. As has
Education Act, and a special  officer

an A.Ct th A P .

> the late My > the Assam Primary
appointed to draw up rules and to see that that.Aci)amt Chandya Goswami, was
Act, was sponsored and piloted by came

into operation. This
: me. It was an ad
: ; : : . van
Primary Education Acts that were Prevalent at the time thf‘gu;fl‘lotuhtc Iggiz:p:lllsg?;
¢l
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persuaded the then Finance
to Government bearing
for car-
burden

was with the greatest difficulty that I
Assam Government, the late Sir William Reid, to agree
2/3rds of the expenditure, if 1/3rd would come from the Local Bodies,
rying out the ,scheme of compulsion. Nowhere in India such pecuniary
was then taken by Government for the introduction of compulsory primary education.
The rules were completed by 1928 and we thought that certain arcas would take
advantage of the provision and start compulsion of school-going children of the age
between 6 to 11. Some schemes did come, but before Government scrutinised them
and . took the preliminary steps, the world-wide depression, i.e., the financial depress-
ion, came over the land and no Local Body was in a position to tax the people in
order to produce 1/3rd of contribution that would be necessary. So, in spite of the
willingness of Government to bear their share, it was our Local Self-Government
institutions which were not in a position to take the advantage of the Act and so,
things remained in the same way till 1937 when the new Constitution was ushered in.
As has been mentioned by my Friend, the Mover, everyone was urging the Govern-
ment to take up the spread of primary education and as the enormous strides that
had already taken place did not satisfy the popular mind, they urged that
compulsory education should be introduced throughont the Province. Government
held conference after conference in order to find out ways and means. My Friend
Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury has mentioned about the conference in 1943 and then
laterly the Primary Educatiop Committee presided over by Mr. S. C. Ray whose
report we are at present considering. Mr. Abdul Bari is not quite correct in saying
or rather presuming that Government had shelved the report and did not do any-
thing to expedite tak_mg up the preliminary steps. As a matter of fact, Govern-
ment had given considerable thought to the matter and was about to appoint

a special officer to have a preliminary survey when the cruel hands of Death

snatched away the life of that officer designated. We are now thinking of

appointing another officer of the Education Department, who has experience of both
Bengal and Assam, to complete the survey. But no amount of survey
will produce the wherewithal to  start compulsory primary education
in Assam. Primary _cducation is free since 1912, an achievement attained
by very few other provinces of India. In spite of the very poor financial resources of
the Government of Assam, Assam stands fourth in the Ilist of literacy throughout
India. If we had better means, I think we would be able to raise our pnsition' very

near the top.

Sir, we have calculated that if we are to introduce compulsory primary education
in Assam on the basis of Sargent Report the recurring and non-recurring cost will be
over 3 crores of rupees. Under the Sargent Report the teachers’ salary on a
scale of Rs.30 to 50. and allowances will be 2,49,32,400 while other expenditure of non-
recurring nature will be Rs. 1,62,15,670. The Assam Primary Education Committee
thought that the average monthly salary of our Primary School teachers will be Rs. 25,
It has been found that the expenditure necessary for any compulsory primary
education will be Rs.15,50,000 for the people of the plains only. Be it said to the credit
of the hill districts that both in the Khasi an.d Jaintia Hills as well as Lushai Hills the
percentage of literacy of school-going children is very high and a very little amount
will be required if we start compulsory primary -education. Almost 85 per cent. of
the school-going children are all:eady attf:n_ding schools. But unfortunately we cannot
draw the same p1cture§0r thle plains and it is therefore that Government has calculated
the expenditure of the p al}r::;' only in coming to the figures that I have placed.
i better read a few figures solt at hon. Membf:rs will be able to come to their own
conclusion. The total population of Assam is 105 lakhs according to i941 census-
Since then numbers halVe_ mcreased but we do not like to make any guess work.
We have based our cal(éu atlonsdc)n that figure. Of this number excluding the people
living in the tea gar 6213 6’6% t%le Population of the hills and the Native States the

Vit populatlon is 79,40, + At 138 calculated again from the census figures,
It is found that almost 11 per cent of the total population are of the age between
6 and 11. On this proportion, the number of students that shall have to attend school

Member of
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g " y: + 8,73,400 in the plains only, But. if the
under any scheme ({t,_('mn-l“:]wlllilllq“Ilrlc;xbz:lt'(lm’m as well as plains’ population are
total population ol N ".‘““‘”"l". il of i)Lli)ilS that shall have to come to school will be
taken  into t‘OnslL|1-Gll\-.(}n-10n'Il'l:(c“ “-\lsq:nn Primary Education Committee calculated that
a little over 113 - illziitlll'c ‘])(“1‘ capita of these students will be Rs. 12 per annum arl:d
the mimmum ‘C:\P':‘id that the total expenditure would be Rs. 1,55,00,000 for s
on this basis t}[lf-} ci;ildrm; of the plains.  We have at present roughly 4,88,070 pupils in
primary SCh-UL-)]-h es il; the Province, i. e., including the Hills. So we will h-a},e tol
S (‘}dssb'qsic. of 7,43,193 children to be brought to school and the additiona
calculate on tlmj t ‘th(\: rau‘.!of Rs. 12 will necessitate 94 lakhs in round figures for any
cost Ca[c”.lnt(‘( L\lllsiou. At the present moment, at least, in 1945-46, ifhop. Members
scheme of comp provisions made in the Budget which has been laid before the
will look m.t(: )'iL'CS 88 and 89 they will find that under Grants to Government
House dmchh:;olIS‘ both excluded and non-excluded we proposed to spend Rs. 2,37,067.
Primary

he Grants to Local Bodies for Primary Education. Here the Government
Then comes lt Rs. 16,72,475. Then there is direct grants to non
cs 0 De

-Government Pri mary
rant c:OmIt is Rs. 91,200 f[or non-c..tc!uclcd areas :md‘ for excluded areas it is.
bc]10015-93,. Thus the total expenditure on ]rnnm‘y Education

9 D

at present is over

Rs- .-43—5 lakhs. We have therefore to find out additional ways and means for about a,
5 4

L Sl Sy i g

crore of ,l,u]){'é:iJRENDRANATI-I BURAGOHAIN: Ona point of information, Sir.
*%{I‘J)‘:]t,blc Prime Minister including girls in the

Is the b

number of students ?

Jon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILA: Yes, I would
et Ouch liked the Mover of this Motion to give us some details of the proposed
have Vcrgu]:alioﬂ cess which he recommends in his Motion. Un
fe

fortunately for the

levy © as well as for me, beyond giving his personal experience that people are eager

Housctl omsclves for having the benefit of compulsory Prim
1

] : : ary Education he has
to tax detail. ‘The Assam Primary Education Committee alsq recommended that
given us1 ngld be found by levying two or three annas PEer capita

sho
mone

of population, That
dybring only a sum of about 10 lakhs of rupees.

BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Rupc_:c per head ; otherwise if it be less
#*Mr. here is no chance for'lrcc: compulsory Primary Education,

than that “n’blc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The HO, t pains to find out wherefrom the money would ¢q
pave been EI‘Y Imuc;h desired wish of the people to have the |,
action |'-hls-\cflucattiq_m. Sir, Maulavi Abdul Barj
}:i);-ima"y (]:31 nimself. He says that taxation should be

Mov

on. ks that the money could be found from v
th
c

ion in the reversc order.  He said that there is extra income from Forests, extra
suggcsuofronl Excise and there |5 Some income to the Government from the ces:; which
pcome | levied on our supply of foodstufls and clo, operations, The expenditure on
has beClv Education will be recurring and _therefore  we must frame our scheme nf
primary . such a way th?\t necessary 'expcndltgre for compulsory Primary Education
finances ut the Province is safeguarded for all times. The very word ¢ extra ** which
througho sed clearly shows that we cannot expect that additiona] income always from
he has E(Cise or Supply Department for all Umes. Let us take the case of Forests.
Forestss iuS income under Forests, in normal times, hag been between 3 and 5 lakhs.
The su_rPiS net income. If the figure on the income side of revenue is 35 lakhs in the ,
I say thlf:3 ar the figure on the cxl?cndlturc side stands tq about 30 or 31 lakhs in the
normal Yeat Fon BT et Income1s 3 to 5 lakhs, jf we could devote the entire
ey Yefz';l;)lm Forests it will meet only one-twentie

. th of our necessary resources for
surplus ]
COmIXﬂslggr;rdS Excise the less said the betger.

S Ircge

e - . ‘We have reduced our income from

. due to prohibition policy which has. been I operation for the last twenty years,

Op“;irlfrlst gradual and progressive cuts in rations of opjum and ultimately total
at ’ Bl

*Speech not corrected.

woul

We  therefore
Me, to translate into
mpulsory
Y 15 not so hold ag the
& measure in the last resort.
arlous sources, I will  take his
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prohibition of opium inaugurated by my hon. Friend the Leader of the Opposition
when he held the reins of Government. The income from opium has vanished.
Nobody is going to shed tears on account of that. The next income was from country
liquor. Unfortunately, on accolint of the transport position our contractors cannot
bring here the country liquor that is wanted. The contractor’s distillery is in the
Bihar Province and the Bihar Government have placed an embargo on any movement
of spirit either rectified spirit or country liquor. Our income from country liquor
has dwindled by a very considerable portion. But there are compensation elsewhere.
- The distillery in Assam has started making India-made foreign liquor which is largely
being consumed by the Military personncl that is to be found in the Province.
This new source of income has somchow or other kept the Excise revenue intact for
the Province. But with the end of the war and the removal of the Military personnel
the income from that source will again dwind]e.

Lastly Sir, my hon. Friend refers to the cess’on supply operation of the Government
of Assam, As is well known, in order to meet losses duc to pilferage in transit, due to
shortage and shrinkage and owing to the depredation of rats in the godowns,
Government or in other words, the general public tax-payers of Assam, would have
suffered a huge loss. In order to safeguard that, Government takes a cess of 6 per cent.
on all commodities which they import and sell to the consumers.  As a result of last 24
years’ operation we han: at the present moment about 4 crore of rupces in this fund.
The Government of India has ruled that the proceeds of this cess fund should be kept
separate from the g_c:neral revenues of the Province and it can be only utilised in
bringing down the prices of essential . foodstuffs or in subsidising of growing those food-
stuffs in the Province whlc_:h are now imported from outside. At the present moment,
there is a deep depletion in this fund on account of revaluating stock of rice and paddy
which Government had purchased at higher rate last year. This caused quite a big
drain on this fund. I do not know how lf‘](: fund will stand at the end of the current
year. Every year the price of outstanding stock is revaluated and valued at the
present market price. The hon. _Mcmbcrs"s know at one time the price of rice had
gone up to Rs. 30 per maund at which the Government had to buy, but the price has
come down to Rs. 13 per maund in the Assam Valley and Rs. 11 per maund in the
Surma Valley and the outstanding sto_ck in the hands of Government has to be
revaluated and the difference of price is .dcbiu:d to this account. All these three
incomes are transitory and are for the duration of the war only. Therefore, we cannot
base any scheine of a permanent nature on such extrancous and extra income which is

not normal to the Province.

My Friend had two more sources from which he thinks the total expenditure may
come. The first he said is taking a part of the proceeds of the Agricultural Income-
tax. He thought that the _proceeds are going up by lcaps and bounds, and his idea
is that, in the near future, 1t will go higher up.  Butin this prognostication he is not
correct. The tax is levied on the income which the Tea Industry makes. Although
in 1040, 1941 and 1942 the T'ea Industry made substantial profit which had been

reflected in the increased income, the income from 1943 had gone down very much . .

hat the Industry b I ;

on account of the fact t : Yy bought rice and other foodstufls at a ver

high price which they hadltoo 1ssue to their labour force at a very concessional mtg

thereby loosing about Rs. ’ per maund in rice alone. ( Voices— More). More ! In
T am just giving an  idea to my Friend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury

any way, Sir :
whyo do)::; not, know this Ic)lrf)babhé- f50 On account of this, the net profit to the Tea
Industry from 1943 onward 1nstead of going up is going down. Then again, Sir, from

past experience We know :?:st ;hiigl‘éa I}?EIUSH'Y does not remain in a flourishing condi-
tion for all time. TRere B o <t the pricc of tea had gone down very low
and I can mention that ¥ sicress . of production of tea per peund in the Indian
gardens was about 19 annasf t egs n the European managed gardens it was 13 annas

f manulactured. tea in the wholesale market was only 4 annas per

a pound, the price © .
Polimd. *This state of affairs started from 1930-33 when in order to save this Industry

1/}
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which is one of the capital assets of lntllizl ] the Government of India passed the Indian
: ‘hi : e > dustry. A R

e KRB RATIE A6 o of nmaton, i
Koot rasesompns L5 e which is not likely to fluctuate ?

I AR Ui,]”; w;t?;:;t“(: (‘):ilt\l:(ljﬂglllll ‘\-{U?HAM:\«EAD SAADULLA: There are many
e e 5 wl;it‘h are not likely to fluctuate of this vehement nature.

sources 0{_‘"‘”_'}“ not get much out of the Agricultural Income-tax, Similarly there
So, Sir, we C:a“t" etting a slice out of the Provincial share of Income-tax wlpch

is not ’.nuCh I;[{P;sowilglj be in the neighbourhood of 60 lakhs, 'l‘ln:§ is also a war time

my Friend l“‘ﬂé‘cntt‘ﬂl Government and we are getting a part of that but this is not

measure of 1-11,_ If I remember aright, our normal share is about 12 lakhs,

the “0”“‘}1.-‘h;iwl'\.j-nlla"i Abdul Bari Chaudhury had also stated that reading between
My F r{l_cél_“qcn‘t Report he hoped of getting 50 per cent. of the cost of ‘compulsory

the [4HEa. & == g

. tion from the Government of India. We are in correspondence with
Primary 1"(1uc::tlof111dia. We have got no definite assurance from them as yet that
1 ‘nine
> (.IOVCII P . : = :
A will get l.t'-on of Government is this, Sir, that the expenditure on P
e The IPO‘;:; decade has been very nearly doubled.
.~ the
dur]ﬂb

ation Department in 1929, the expenditure on Primary Educatlon. was in the
the Educ‘.hood of 12 lakhs. 1 ha\-'c,-Jl_lst now calculated that the expenditure which
ncighbowhudgctcd for the next yearis over 20 lakhs and f we add the gy that we

adult education the cxpendltuyc wxl.l come to thf} neighbourhgeg of 21 lakhs,
leC“d on ‘-n the total of Rs. 20,22 000 for Primary l;clucatlm_l and we Propose tq spend
1 have g‘YLRS 91,000 for adult cc!ucauc'm annually.  So if we gqq this 91 00p the
a sulll 0{ Hbare spread nn_cducatlox_l will be in the neighbourheeg of 21 Jakh
total C’“fp('(xfs permit, we will be gouig on_expandin
far as {?;11 on the voluntary basis but if the House
Educa

s¢ would point out g
as my Friend Mr. Abdur Rahman has been bold enough

. ne

incon

funds

to suco
found by levying a cess, we will carry out the wis%les of the ch‘ilstl’z%.tcli:c hatolet
g8 uest all the Leaders of the diflerent Parties ip this Houge
I Wo_md' rgciuggcstions on this subject and if they extend the hand of i .
= Condel?J s;t way by which the sum necessary for intrody ing compy| ~OPeration
nd show th,;:H lfc only too glad to grasp that hand of co-operati O
?Ound’ w;:tl?a definite .Schel;cf_- ister fi 1924-29 I gave ’
Hous€ W' 7 "Education Minister from 192 29 1 gave my 1 Altentioy .
While ¢ en now, as Head of the present Ministry, I have devoteq a 0 th
..ct and €V e‘,lvly own view is that we can introduce Compulsjon by § C().IISlderab]e
oL 75 lakhs and that also by 1‘edistributing the schoolg i) (;lr}dmg
Rs. Almost every hon, Member, who has visited hig OWn ¢q ick
tice.d that the schogls_aae gelll_erally located together in the neig ou )
have 10 of important and influentig) members of Local Boarqs Who ey Urhgoq
villages in getting schools near about (}yeiy own places, In (hig w “AGE
o 1108_} - the existing schools, At my instance Governmen Pro
maldistt! Jhich we are going to undertake, to go very d;:eply into POses
survey» ‘i}:utiOﬂ of the existing schools, [t We can redistribyge

maldist! nd population, I' think, we can introduce compu_lsion startin
to areas U we rey r

Is there

rimar

iry Education
I remember, Sj,

> When I Jefg

Uestj
the SChOo]g Stion  of
of schools than of;hcrwme' 1t would be. Then again,
number { having education Squatting on the ground op mats
(8]

_ Origing]
method f broviding benches, tables, cte. and it will minimise’to 5 E ‘WOuld
difficulty of P y that it will be o retr

cpenses. I know many wij] sa |
EP mary Educatio

liminary in the way of spread of Pyj n by s = P, but j
al;;ccan pr Ogrezsl:cl)lnic to aﬂ well-wishers of the country, v fuch a TCtrogry il
it should be;;:{ent is spending 20 lakhs at the present moment, |

_ _GOVCH]’:I as Head of the Provingja] Government, cap Promise !
conti?;eg’ {oihis bringing the total to 95 lakhs. I would request the honwe Wil 549
anot :

e Members .Of
—_— *Speech not corrected, \

the Present
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the House either themselves or through their Leaders to express how the balance of 50
lakhs could be made forthcoming 1 would spare no pains to move the Government
of India to get our legitimate share of the Post-War Planning in_ Education.  Even if
we get something, I have not much hope of getting more than 25 lakhs a year for the
first 5 years. So, probavly we can get about half a crore of rupces and if we could
provide for another half a crore,—if not half a crore, cven a quarter of a crore—I
believe, we will be able to launch this scheme of compulsory Primary Education.

I, therefore, Sir, place Government point of view before the House and we are at
one with the hon. Members who support compulsory Primary Education. The only
obstacles that are preventing us are two, firstly, funds and secondly, teachers.
One hon. Member has said that we should have trained teachers. This is
in our scheme also, but the number of teachers which will be needed is in the
neighbourhood of 25,800 and it will not be an easy task to train such a large number
in a very short time. Any way, Sir, if Government is assured, including the Govern-
ment shares, of a steady fund annually of Rs. 75 lakhs we will at once start compulsory
Primary Education.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 5 minutes to AR -7 Y. 8
(After lunch)
Mr. D. B. H. MOORE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to give qualified support to the

original Motion moved by my hon. Friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman, but at the outset
I must make it quite clear that I do so only in so far that we support the principle of
free Primary Education for all.

I must also make it clear that we dislike the method of springing this wide and
very important subject on lh%- Iluusc_ by means of a Private Member’s Motion. and
before we place our fully considered views before the House we would prefer to await
the publication of a new draft Education Bill, sponsored and framed by Government.

There are however certain clear-cut points which T desire to place betore the
House to-day. iy ) - ;

In the first place, it 1s expansion of tree Primary Iiducation that we want to see,

and not compulsion. Compulsory ecducation may be excellent in theory, but its
practical application throughout the Province is, in our considered view, quite
impossible. How can attendance at Primary Schools of hundreds of thousands of
children be made compulsory ? The only answer surcly is that at present, at least, it
cannot. )
Before any scheme for the extension of free¢ Primary Education can be introduced,
more and better teachers must be found on good salaries in line with their qualifica-
tions, and the training of new as well as existing teachers must be improved and carried
out on far more practical lines than at present. 1In short, Assam needs teachers trained
to use their hands more than pen and ink. Buildings must also be greatly improved.

The introduction of a sg:hcme: such as envisaged by the Mover will entail more
taxation, and any such taxation must in principle touch everybody concerned. This
principle conforms with the argument advanced by Sir William Beveridge, the prin-
ciple of contributory bc?eﬁé, n?_mely, that in the main, benefits can only be paid for
by those who enjoy those benelits. In this connection, I must stress chat the benefits
of this educational scheme must be made available to the very poorest classes, and
further, that speed ol action 1s of prime importance. It follows therefore that the tax
contributions must be on the widest possible scale.

Thirdly, it 18, 11 ou}:; view, outside the bounds of practical politics to expect Go-
vernment to introduce t i scheme at one fell swoop throughout the entire Province,
with any hope of SBC(«;:SS' It can only be successfully introduced in selected areas,
rural and urban. LI ag areas would clearly be preferable in -that it would mean
considerable econory }llnt tO}:h staff and building accommodation. .

My last point Is t é € expansion of free Primary Lducation must be a state
service, i.¢., a_ direet Oveﬁr&memﬁ responsibility. ‘The continuance of the present
system of making Primary ucation the responsibility of Local Bodies will, in our

S
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view, not be sound. There would have to be a Provincial .Board with fair representa-
tion of all communities and interests, and such representation should be rela;cd to the
amounts of taxation paid.

With these qualifications, Sir, T support the Motion,

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I like to speak on the subject, because
it is the most important scheme before the House, It is no doubt a very laudable
project which no one would deny. It must come some time or u_tl}er : bl}t I entirely
disagree with the hon.  Mover wiren he said that it must be started immediately. My
opinion is that apart from financial commitments and other reasons, free compulsory
Primary E(lll(i:ltlon_ should not be started at this time, Firstly, the atmosphere Is not
congenial. 1 he mind of the mass people is not at rest at present and labour is not
available. Then, there is th_‘.", SC&('-T-”'V o food. = People are now to spend much more
than before to buy pcccslsrtm‘s: = ,].lr?'-; l]hcu’ Seas th_c scarcity of paper. For the

nd girls attgrrlclmg the primary schools some paper will he required. Then again,
boys a -« (he scarcity of kerosene. The school-going children wil] have to read at home
lhcrf: o (at Jeast the teachers will need it. .
af mght,vc taken the practical side of the matter. We ¢
that ihl::aschcrmr is very good. But if we carefully look
time to take cffect.

It forms a part of the great nation-building
11 nation-building programmies are in the m
a «

/ .r' Al ) 1 o ] . ). r .

thinking of Post-W d.ls }(,131::;?:;‘('“]‘;1”: l_tl,()_\ brovinces in India, and

soon as the time s opp P o 1c start ‘ s respect, though this
Sl involve  lot of consic cration, moncy and co-operation from all sides. Primar
B ion forms a part of the Sargent Scheme and the Primary stapge ; ' t of &} 4
Educat The success of cdu’c‘anon. will depend on the kind of CdUCatign s a II)ar ]c? o Te
?vholc- -eliminary stage. “I'he -“‘Qlw‘-n‘t Scheme  has not been acee )tcdv{)c Stllou i
in the IP(I)IC and what the future _w_lil brmg to India, and what theIIndi e Ccl)ufntfﬂ
ane nselves on the matter is in the air. Therefore, the compulsor ran.‘ peo‘p b
think ”-mllndia or in Assam should not be taken up Pulsory Plimaiy Edu-

at this hour . s
i 5 g crn i - . ny i
iy ll?m() must have the co-operation and opimon of all the comlj}ur}ﬁ:;gtl?nt}]omldrémg
S 1in the Pro-

O raa i : s that the whole Conprec 5
progrestiy ceryone knows "ONGress 'does not co Gnerate ; .

, rue S Bt : ate
\,m(.:c.a I\:IJiniS“'y takes up.  After lam.ch.ng a S‘C]l-(‘lllt‘: if a grea}t bt(llk (1)? t"}luy big ichcm(ti:
that 3 ominent party does not take part in it it is pernicioys &l efa € people an
a very p(;h a scheme would not be successful withoyt having ¢}, -igerous to have
it and su the matter. For another important i ‘Ollcc of a*bulk of
the compulsory

reason

I)COPIC 111 L2 Fll.
. 18 . T ;i
advance and g > VEry emphatic in saying

-

¢an go by sentiment- and say
atit, we find it will take a long

projects that
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will be given in tl

are going to be taken up
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that liter alone does not help mien

: and the type of o . cople. Literacy or
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SR does not IIProve our people mycly, As all o that is in Vogue 1 our
country us things Hon. Mover me

! people know. |; :
1O . ntons ahout Germany Den ’ thIe -
dange rogrfJSSive and mdcp(‘nd(:.nt countries where Primar -
othcl“‘Pe e pﬁ({})]e are very literate, enlightened : s

and fre °) has enlightened them and they have advanced 1y ldr{d oo, Badesd
educatio ? The result is disastrous rld w: ot D science ; e oy
. -esult > G oo WAt The question ; s

o thC‘l primary Education is needed op not. The quem: “HON1s not whether com-
pulsth = Only material advancement will

opportunc: I

on is whether the time is
ation alone. M : : Progress, and progress
) ne by educa Y point is that vy » and prog
wi, no: icx:1011hc education of the country, » Without the poial and spiritual
n o 3 ; Sk
conﬂ:eélfore the most Important thmg_ noney f
Ehtm;;hat tilC whole country sIhUuld think and decide v lor
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imparted to oul dﬁfﬁght theél (Elfut: rlf}xt duestion comes, j, o impart right type of
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proper eclucatIOI}.’ bees il be 1 Ully 1t re —— ACcording t6 otir. Hot’ble
Premier 28,500 teachers will he required, They must be properly trained.

owledge is a
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Now I come to the question of finance. The finance to my mind must come.

Why I say ‘must’, because this is one of the fundamental or most important projects of

nation-building, and all the nation-building programines that will come this will have
the preference. In to-day’s discussion in the House many are of opinion that this
scheme of compulsory Primary Education must be taken first. And if this is to be taken
first, money should be found even by keeping other projects in abeyance. Yesterday I
found in the Newspaper that the Central Government is running a deficit of something
in the neighbourhood of 156 crores of rupces this year and yet the Finance Member of
that Government showed no signs of worry and anxicty. If that can happen there, I do
not think Assam Government should worry about a crore of rupees to start a2 project 0
such a great importance and the most important of all the nation-building programmes.
For these reasons, Sir, I oppose this Motion.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, I beg to move an Amendment to this
Motion.

The ““fullstop” after the words *be deemed necessary” be deleted and the follow-
ing words be added :—

¢¢and that the House is of opinion that the Government do take immediate steps

for the introduction of free compulsory Primary Education in the Province even by
levying educational cess on such equitable basis as will ensure supply of suflicient
finance in addition to whatever may be available from the cxisting sources of the
revenues of the Province fo.r the purpose”.
- "Now, Sir, in moving this Amendment I would like to bring a few facts before
the Hon. House. From the speech of the Hon’ble Premier which he delivered before
the lunch hour we could gather that there is dearth of men in the Province for the
urpose of formulating an acceptable sound scheme. Sir, a committee was forme
and they had their sittings an_d they had submitted their report. Now, we hear that
the report of that committee is under the consideration of the Government. Considera-
tion may be on two grounds, Sir, but it has not been made sufficiently clear by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister. Onec ground might be, whether their recommendation will
be accepted as 2 SQUHd and pract{cal one, and the other, whether the recommendation
made by them if given effect to will bc. of good use to the people of the Province. Now,
Sir, before any Survey, why this committee was formed for submitting their report on
other grounds _whlch should be considered afterwards, T cannot really follow. This was
a case of just like putting the cart before the horse. At first we should know how
many schools wil} be necessary. If we want to impart Primary Education to the
children of the soil their number should be ascertained and then how many students
should read in each school and how many teachers would be necessary to teach them.
All these should be asccrtamcd.ﬁrst and then the question of finance will come in. If
that is not done, We cannot arrive at the right conclusion. Now, Sir, when the educa-
tion will be given free, I think, in some cases specially in the subdivision of Sunamganj
it might 30 happen that the -Government will have to arrange for communication for
the students 11 the _10‘_w lying areas. So, Sir, as it was suggested by the Hon’ble
Prime Minister the existing schools may be rearranged in such a way that after spending
a few lakhs G(_)vernrntfnt could teach more students does not hold good. Sir, here
my point is this that instead of doing that the Government should first of all have the
whole of the Province surveyed and they should take the matter in right earnest. ‘They
should employ the right type of men, not.the men whose recommendations will be consi-
dered by the Government 1n detail with doubts and suspicion and thereby taking much
more dtilr:)nc thal;t’: dnecessary for the purpose. The experts should give the report and that
should be acce . :

As regards finance, Sir, I have given hints to that already. It is up to the Govern-
ment to find out the méians and my only point is in this connection which I wish that
the Government should remember that'in case of levying new tax it must be equitable.
1t should not be a zuloom o%any Particular class or community ; if anyone of my hon.
Friends on the floor of this House just stands up and gives a definite” suggestion that
money should be raised by ?ucll and such way I cannot be one with him _because it
should take some time to find out the means. Nothing shoulci be done hastily and

e
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arbitrarily. Let Government think over the matter.

experts. If the Government so desire let them form a committee of both .ofﬁcials_a..nd
non-oflicials to go through the whole matter and then, I.tlunk, we shall be in a position
to arrive at a decision as to how the mongy should 1).0 raised and how much money will
be required, the number of schools that will be required, the number of teachers that
will be required and hqw the teachers should be 11‘;1‘1]10(!. If the suggestion of my hon.
Friend Mr. Golds_'muh 1s taken into consideration, Sir, then there is no way of advance-
ment in this line in near future. 1In this way the improvement of all the dep_a.rtments

ay be kept in abeyance without any advancement. ~We must face the realities and
!m]Y‘nk nobody will challenge me if 1 say that Education should get the first preference
: t]uCummunication and Public Health should closely follow this department. So there
anc ime to waste and I hope the Government will do jul] Jjustice to my Amendment
18 I:lotltllCY will take it in right earnest and immediately too, so that the Pr
an
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mant <

Educatlon.
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1
‘regularly ‘without any difficulty. This vear, we find, for two colleges Il.llm-I}-‘-I\.l. C.
College at Barpeta and R. K. H. Girls’ College at Gauhati, Govermment provided a
good amount in this year’s budget. If Government want to 11.[;:;,:!11«-7 <'f‘u“p11]'snl'}'
Primary Education and they take this Hoyse into confidence and sit in a - Committee
to 'devise ways and means, I think there will not he anv difficulty in the way ofintro
duction of free compulsory Primary Education. I want that cach and every rlmy and
girl in' the Province irrespective of caste and creed gets education at OTNee. With these
few words,'Sir, I support the Amendment mioved by Mr. Mookerjee. _ .

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
rise to support the Motion moved by my  Friend Maulavi AI)(I}:r Rahman.
I am also very glad to leirn that the Government is also at onc with the House
and the public outside to introduce the compulsory Primary Education in the
Province. The question has been thoroughly discussed and I do not like to tax the
patience of the Hon. House by delivering a long sf;r:-rh and therefore T shall be very
brief. I shall try to place before the Covernment the Muslim point of view
regarding the propagation of the Primary Fducation in the Province.

I must admit that, unfortunately. Muslims are backward in the modern
education. I use the word ““modern’ intentionally.  Sir William !‘I”"l“' the
famous author of the Indian Mussalman says that the casc is otherwise. During
the Muslim period and during Muslitn reign, every Mosque was converted into
a school and almost every Moslim was literate and cducated. Dr. Hunter fur-
ther says that according to the Muslim system  of education, which  produced
great scholars, education was far superior to the present system ol education.
Further, Sir, it is not the proper time and place to read a thesis explaining the
cause of the fall'of Muslims in education.

My submission is this, Sir, that from our personal expericnce we have found
that it is only in the namc of religion that we can attract Muslim boys towards
education. It isonly for this that the system of Maktab LEducation was intro-
duced by Government in all the Provinces. The principle of separate ceducation for
Muslims has already been accepted by Government and even during the Congress

administration, Maktabs for Muslims, existed in the Province. My request is
-~ this, Sir, that Primary Education for Muslim boys should be carmarked under
the head Maktab, and, following the example of Bengal, Primary ducation for
Muslims ShOUId_ be quite separate. If the members of the other communities want
to separate their education I shall support it. But the term ¢Maktab’ in the
present curriculum is a misnomer and is misleading. ‘T'he present Maktab is a
counter-part of the Lower Primary. Schools. A new Maktab Committee should be
appointed to frame r‘ulcs and ‘curriculum which would include 1n .thcm the
sreligious teaching of the Holy Quoran and simlar education. With  these
few words, I support the Motion of Maulavi Abdur Rahman.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 want to make only a
few observati0n§ on this Motion, a Motion which apparently has been consider-
ed as a very important onec by all sections of the House. I take the occasion to
make these observations to remove some misapprehension that might arise in
the minds of some Friends in the House owing to complete absence
of any speech from this sidec and also to show that we are not unsympath-
etic with the object of }hls Motion. 1 have been particularly cncouraged to
make this speech aftk(l_r re f?rf;nce to the attitude of the Congress in rcference to such
questions by sy, Con. ‘1lend Mr. Goldsmith. He said that he did not know
what attitude theP tz:ilgrcss_ would be taking in reference to the future reconstruc-
tion WOFk Oftheu Iif'm fl(:atlf}tﬂmatters of Education and many other things. 1
would like to t& 'lnstruct} we have not heen able to take any part in any of
these schemes of reco o Oséc"n’;he fault is not with us. So far as the section of
the House which s ;ih(ﬂe fc'ewo _;15, you know, Sir, that most of us were in jail

till the other da}y arslhatlered : :Tat_have come out, have come out with -health
almost comp_lﬁteg il As .re arcIimSt say that there are yet others—6 or 7 of the
best of us still 1 jail gards those congressmen who are outside, almost
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all the Congress Committees have been declared il,It‘-gf}l, so that they C?}““m ut
together and discuss the matters so vital to the lt'O\'ll_lCC or the COlult'IYz ‘as' a
whole. But inspite of these limitations, 1 would not like to completely dx‘:‘;boglate
with the Motion of the kind that is Dbefore the House. bl_l'a the two principles
that underlie this Motion are compulsion and [ree rdu(:utmn.. I am ah:ways Sh_y
ol compulsion and thcrc‘l .\'-uppn.\‘('-l am almost  at one \\’_1t11 hon. Mr. Moore
who made some obsm'\'nt_mns on  this pomt. I would never like to take to com-
yulsion i I can do a thing without (‘(l]ll])lll.\"l(‘ln: and before we fldopt any com-
l,]usiun we should see \\']lt!\lh('l‘ the same object cannot be aclm_!ved by means
I her than compulsion. The second point that has been urged in the Motion is
oLhe it should be free ;in so far as this is concerned, 1 give mv full and unqgua-
1_11_1“11 lqlll.)lj“rl' But where I find the Motion most I;mEEng in detail and suffe-
lihec from vagueness is the idea of Primary Education that s wanted and which
been explained. As a matter of ‘fact, I must say, Sir, that although I
d to have heard much discussion in the House 1 found very little definition
luducatmq 15, and should be. From
House is restricted to the existing

ring
has not
happene sortant subject of what Primary

of the 1111:'3‘3 assumed that the mentality of the
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of this Education and all T can say at present is “that if the move turns out to be a
progressive move, a move in the right line, it may not be diflicult to find money for 1t
even by taxation on those who can bear the burden. But I cannot commit  mysell to
any and every scheme of education and taxation of the people at the same time.

With these observations, Sir, I resume my scat.
Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN:

a few words in this debate.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Yes, we have got only 15 minutes more.
hon. Member be very brief ?

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: T will be very bricf, Sir, and will
not take more than five minutes.

Sir, the question of introducing compulsory Primary Education is very important

from another point of view which has not been touched upon by any hon. Member of
this House. - In practice, Sir, it has been found out that among the children who |
attend the existing schools, only one out of every four stays long enough in school to
come to the stage at which literacy can be®said to have been attained. This means
that the money that has been spent on the rest is wasted, and as a means to prevent

this wastage the only way out is to make education for this stage compulsory. Sir,
this fact has been taken note of in the Sargent Report and they have recommended

that in Post-War Schemes of things education at this stage must be made compulsory.

Sir, the second suggestion that I have to make is this. The Hon’ble Prime
Minister has said that in the two Valleys in the plains there is a total of 8 lakhs of
children of school-going age under the age group 6 to 11, Of these we can certainly
take that about 4 lakhs will be girls and 4 lakhs boys. Now, if we make allowance
out of a total of 4 lakhs school-going children for roughly one lakh girls and Hill
children we shall be left with in the existing schools about 3 lakhs school- going boys
in the 2 Valleys, and if we consider this fact then the question comes to educating
only one lakh more boysin the two Valleys. (Sic)

*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : It will be the reverse.

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: Thusif we introduce compulsory
Primary Education among the boys only in the first instance, then it necd not worry us
to find the money, for, we have already spent 20 lakhs of rupees on this head and if we
add a few more lakhs we can certainly educate one lakh more boys. So the qucstiqn
of finance will not present any very great difficulty if the Government make up their
mind to introduce compulsory Primary Education only to the boys in the first 1nstance

in both the Valleys. i y )

Sir, with regard to’introduction of compulsory Education among the girls, tbe
Hon’ble Prime Minister has pointed out the difficulty of getting suitable teachers for »
any scheme of compulsion. In the casc of girls the question of finding trained teachers

will be much more difficult for obvious reasons. So, Sir, may I suggest to the Govern- -
ment that they should in the first instance introduce the measure to make Primary
Education compulsory among the boys only of the two Valleys and in that case it will
not be necessary for us to take to the extreme measure of taxing the people.

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion.

"The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does the hon. Mover exercise

reply ?
¢ Y*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: I will only speak on one or two points, Sir, if
time permits. i
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  We shall have to close the debate just at 3 p. M.
Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF : Mr. Speaker; Sir, I must, at the very outset, thank
my Friend Mr. Abdur Rahman for bringing a Motion on so vital a question for National
Life. I must then thank the Hon’ble Premier and through him his Government for
the very kind assurance given to us. The Government is prepared to introduce

=

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to speak

Will the

the right to

*Speech not corrected
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compulsory free Primary Education,

provided we can pay  the
for the purpose.

Primary Edue tion may be a good thing, the
it better, and the qualifying word ‘compulsory?® probably m
nation at its present stage can aspire after.
the Mover says—should support his move.
cannot give him my unqualified support. 1 have perhaps not been able to understand
all the implications of a compulsory form of education and hence 1 have got some
doubts as to the cfficacy of the system,

Before T can support the move whole-heartedly
the Government should clear my doubts and dispel my fears.
Sir, vou know that in Assam Valley we the
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The Government should appoint a Committee at once to find out the funds and Tam
sure the result will be simply heartening. Belicve me, Sir, if I venture to suggest that
immigrants alone are prepared to meet the whole cost you require for the noble purpose.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Order, order. :
Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy will now move his Adjournment Motion,

. Adjournment Metion regarding mis-use of Defence of India Rules by the
5 Deputy Commissioners of Sylhet and Cachar

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg, to move that
this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss the following matter of public importance and
of recent occurrence, namely, mis-usc of Defence of India Rules by the Deputy Commi-
ssioners of Sylhet and Cachar districts by curtailing civil liberties of people in banning
meetings, hoisting of Congress flag and in refusing permission for mectings and in put-
ting restrictions on leaders belonging to popular organisations.

I move this Adjournment Motion on grounds of some very serious inroads of the

present Ministry on the ciementary civic rights and liberties of our people in course of

these few months after the last November Session of the Assam Assembly.
To cite only some of the hundreds of cases where permission for holding meetings,

etc. was disallowed, I may mention, Sir, that permission was withdrawn for holding

a public meeting in Habiganj town on 26th January last.  Only the other day I mysell
sought permission for holding the ninth session of the Surma Valley Provincial Kisan
Conference at Baraigram and also for carrying on group propaganda forming squads
and holding processions, ctc., in connection with the session.  You will be surprised to
hear, Sir, that I was permitted to hold such an important conference of about 500
peasant delegates from all over -5}’”16:1 and Cachar districts only in two days-—though I
sought permission for a four day scssion.  To top all, the District Magistrate of Sylhet
did not allow me to run squad propaganda nor hold processions. These are only the
recent two performances of the Sylhet district authority they have many more to their
credit, and I do not lgkc to state them 'fﬂl‘ herc and now. As regards restriction to indivi-
dual persons I must cite the instance of Comrades Lalmohan Roy and Barin Chaudhury.
Comrade Lalmohan Roy who was rgsponsiblc last year for extinguishing fire f{rom
village huts near Dulabchera station which was also under fire was served with a notice
of externment from Dulabchera the very next day after the occurrence.

Comrade Barin Chaqdhury, the Secretary, Fenchuganj Engineering Workers Union
was assaulted on the public road by Mr. Kennedy, the Manager of the Fenchuganj Work-
shop in June last. Mr. Kennedy had to apologise in open court for assaulting qOmrade
Chaudhury. In the counter Chaf‘gc of assault brought by Mr. Kcnnc'dy against Comrade
Chaudhury he has been gcqmttcd by Mr. Balachandran, M%glstr;ltc, Sylhet.  But
unfortunately innocent Barin Chaudhury has been externed from Fenchuganj.

Sir, if I be perm1ttcd to mention one pathcpc instance from Dibrugar‘h‘, I may
say that a condolence mccillng 1:)1’_1 }tlhc death of 1_\/Irs. Hemaprova Das, wife of the
retired Civil Surgeon»—DI:-A KaE.r % rishna Das, was disallowed at Dibrugarh.

The Hon’ble the SPE ¢ The Motion relates to the Sylhet and Cachar

sstricts only.

dlStnI.g:;.bu KARUNA SINI?(;{P (:E{OY. ) YC[‘Y \VC“, Sir. I CiFC the cases where indivi.-
dual public workers wtr:lltti:on thesccaIs):”?lgmn- to attc_nd meetings of .b_{)gzaﬁ([e Ol‘ganisa~
fions, etc. I may mcttend e nintho omrade Rajcndra. Nandy of Sunamganj. He
sought permissxon to 51 s slessmn of the af‘orc?ald Surma Valley Provincial
Kjsan Conference an hWEIl-SIon’b‘fc PreSC 1. I also want to cite the case of Mr. Arun Kumar
Chanda. I wired t© : Ie has yet beerin:er to allow Mr. Chanda to attend the Kisan
Gonference but 10 repP Yf 5 i)r/mtanccs C%?]llved though money was paid for the reply.

Sir, these arc only ¢! eens T en o) cover only two aspects of the broad issue
of civil liberty. EVery One S o nts ang Licsent Ministry has been continuing its
utter callousness towarP s ptqp arIL:;l{Dt s anhd l1b_er‘uc§.‘ I'hese acts are only in continuation
of its past policy an?\d F?_Cn:cﬁ-ea ucl bnot dere in thls‘: Province, Sir, that a Ministry run

f the Musli g anncd the President of the Assam Provincial Mus-

in the name O : 5
i?m Lcaguﬁ—-“Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan, to hold meetings in the Surma Valley very
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recently 2 Is it not the only Ministry in the whole of India which banned public
display of Congress Flag and still continues to do so in many districts ?

We know. Sir, the Treasury Benches will come out with their pet arguments that
they have instructed District Magistrates to exercise their discretion in issuing permis-
sions. But every body knows what such discretions of those burcaucrats mean, A petition
for permission sent to the District Magistrate will rot in the newly crcategl‘ War Office
for days and when it at last reaches the District Magistrate, the District Magistrate
will invariably send it to thc_ Supcriniendcnt of Police with words *‘Superintendent
of Police to report”.  There it will go from file to file, till at last when the matter
will be brought back to the District E\Ingistr:uc.ﬁ)r orders, the date of the meeting may
have passed away. b_ucll mstances are not few, Sir, where permission for holding a
neeting or ;,_‘ucnchng a meeting or a conference reaches the applicant days after the
date prayced for. ir, I would only draw . e

L i o e cptrion e iention of e Hlouse to the simpl
. s gags vstematically pursue y Ainistrv i
et -ﬁlilr?}:(:tcllllxsfﬁllgtth present food and such other vital I;mlit:i‘“cs of}' tt}lalg I\(I]'I':ll:l)f::g,tls c%f%?elr):
ml;{'cicnt public opinion should be mol)lhscd‘against hoarding and profiteering to secure
:::ri)cll for all--when ample public exposure of corrupt officials should be c,a.r?ied on to

ic servants away from corruption, ( Ministr : -
o the pub]l'Cq var ’ Ption, the 1 mistry  and its burea

l‘ﬁti(,)q oag pl]l)llC opinion systematically and with Impunity, e
allies ga 5

I conclude with the high hope, Sir, that the |

. Iﬂusc “’nl §
, Adjournment Motion and thus put an end to this undem
211'5 (he Ministry.

This retusal of 1_)cn_nlssmn}t:) {1;)’1d meetings and curtailment of cjvil liberty touches
jmost all the organisations, the Members of which aye present in the House, 1 appeal
a b . [

.m to vote for the Motion. Unless 1 : 4

11 of thu'{l . N Sk 88 and unril the deleca

t dz:‘l' the Defence of India Rules are not takep away from the Disty egation of powers
und¢

ally as one man to support
ocratic and suicidal policy

SO w8 v : \ ict Magistrates, such

Opprcssivc xxlcc}ts»u;gzsg\’:(l)l Cifl)sl:lllll\tsi[lt;)ll})L' ;mphlod to all the civil popu:l:ation. ’Such
O edure must ce - G5 words; Sir, 1. comime Toti g

proce ance of the House. ) nend my Motion for the

aCCCElEhc Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The Motion moved :

g ssembly do now adjourn ¢ d

«This Assembls s 0 discuss the follow: :

i pea . owi :

'mportﬂnéc and_ osii(;:;g:?;ltoc;'cch]J;ltélbcrilll]c]a]lg lyf is-use of Defencen(()gi‘ I?:git;ei{u?gs El;btll;:
i ; Commis - S S achar diser By il !
1)(2)'-;::)! in b:ﬂmiﬂ.%" .mcc.tmt%’ t.hmstmg of GO“EI'GSS ﬂag gi;dc?rt:.“hng Civil libe?ues of
pe cfzings and in putting restrictions on leaders bﬁ‘longing t0 T llllt::['US111g FoL Rl for
me e I—on}’blc M?.ula\q Saiyid Siy I\’IUHAI\/IfMAD SAA]% bular organisations.

; e this morning, the Defence of India Rule 56 1 ULLA . Mr. Speaker, Sir,
as at time but [o.r the laSt_thI-cc YC_ers. fing by : 1as been in vogue not from the
C.Cr(;imised the t.lm(?b.d.“““g Which this opqey hzéoll)ng through my record that I had
mintt order prohibiting meetings 4,9 N In operation. 1In the Cachar

retr1Cly . A . . I_)r.OCC‘SSiOns Wer i e
Dis gilchar, and in ‘che1 Hz{t}litlxanm Subdivisioy, - 16\;?116 Imposed on 27th July 1940,
~ded 1O the whole o l(l(i Cachar Districe. The 1 A‘.JgUSt 1940. The order was
( on 28th of May 1940. These orderg 1y epq fop 21 ir the District of Sylhet was
m onths the atm e 3 " a cour
;ftgl‘ the end of 6‘ m iy OSI?clilele n those Districts urse of 6 months at first and
and wher¢ t}l;lCl B "s?;?"?ct path ¢ }fz l orders were oy ten e was taken into %onsm':l[g}i‘atllgg
" 1:cn-SiOnitm‘.«tfa.: 0111 the 163;1 FCbYl??::‘gn 1;3 - zranf;g;r svﬁﬁzn;nst-he C:fchar
District eace and law and order, We 1 B 1€s¢ orders were for the purposes of
Securlty,l 5 war was VEry near to the iseve been li"’i“g in abnormal times and at
times tAc. filtration had come within 35 Strict of Cachar. It is well known that the
apm;e.ssc tlirxlne it was unfortunate thay Somlles of the District headquarters of_Cacha_.r.
At this s, were spreading discontent 3, . P¢OPle, under the guise of anti-Fascist
organisations, 1 v in tea gard M the minds of the simple labourers working
either 1n the Iial v:aytsv;n —— %:fhi fl:ns_ ¥ Friend, in order to support his case, has
menponed_ abou " the‘ci\.ril l'bc~l,' aCeording o Him, show the calloasness of e
Ministry 1n curtailing tberties of e people. He mentioned the case of one

NOVemb
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comrade who was, according to him, doing very good work for the masses at
Durlavchera. 1 can assure my Friend tkat I have no personal knowledge of this
gentleman. I have never met him in my life and therefore I cannot be characterised
to have any partiality or ill-fecling against him. I have to work on the report of the
local officers and every local officer reported that in the guise of impressing the people
about the Grow-More-Food Campaign, this gentleman was spreading false rumour
about the war and said that labour raj or Kishan raj was coming in cour:c of a few
months. This gentleman was creating discontentment and cases of breach of discipline
occurred in many tea estates. Government therefore had reluctantly to ask him to
leave that particular arca of the District but did not extern him out of the Province,

rather allowed him to live in his native village. My Friend also mentioned the case of

Mr. Barin Chaudhuri who had an unfortunate fracas with Mr. Kennedy ol the Steamer
Company at Fenchuganj. This gentleman, on the plea that he was organising, as the
Secretary of the Labour Union, the labour force that was working in the workshop at
Fenchuganj, created such a bad situation that the labourers went on a strike and would
not do any work holding up al] the pavigable traffic. Steamers and launches that
needed repair could not be repaired in time and for this the civil comforts were denied
to the people, for these stcamers were carrying the much needed foodstull from outside.
It took the Deputy Commissioner and the Labour Commissioner of the Province 0
months to settle the dispute not amongst the authorities and the labour force on the
other side but amongst the rival sections of the labour organisations whereas formerly
the labour force at Fenchuganj were working harmoniously.  Mr. Barin Chaudhuri
started one organisation, becamec its Seccretary which was resented by another
organisation. If on account of such happenings the local officers thoughtit fit to
remove the new comer from such nefarious activities, I think the authorities had done
a public good and if the civil liberty of onc particular person had to be curtailed under
those circumstances we should not grudge such curtailment. My Friend has stated
that certain big meetings which he had organised could not be held as Government
or rather Deputy Commissioners refused permission.  Yet he has been good enough
to admit that he was allowed to hold many meetings but permission was given for
two days only whereas he applied for four days. That clearly shows that when
a responsible person like my Friend comrade Karuna Sindhu Roy gave his word,
he was allowed to hold meetings.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Instead of ‘comrade’ he should be addressed as
‘honourable’.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Very well, Sir.
But I get letters from him as comrade Karuna Sindhu Roy. My hon. Friend
Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy, or rather to give his proper title Srijukta Karuna Sindhu
Roy, is in the habit of corresponding with me and in all matters he has got a
most patient and sympathetic hearing from me. I pause, to hear a contradiction
from him. . , ]

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Nobody will contradict it, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It is curious
that when he wired to me asking me to allow Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda to
* preside over certain meeting of his that I had kept his reply-paid telegram form
to use and I had not sent him a reply. May I know from him in which month
he wired to me ?

*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: On 24th February.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have not
received it as yet, Sir. However, Sir, I can assure my Friend that if it werc possible
to allow Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda to be brought to preside over the meeting I will
have no difficulty in granting his rcquest but, I am afraid, I am not in a position
to remove all the restrictions on Mr. Chanda as I did in the case of my hon.
Friend Mr. Bardoloi. I had taken the risk personally of allowing him to attend the
Assembly Session but the Military quarters vehemently oppose and assert that

*Speech not corrected.

Y |
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My, Chanda is too [amous a person to be allowed to remain  without any restriction
cither in Silchar or in Sylhet. His activities are well known.

T'hen, Sy, my Friend has said that it is in the district of Svlhet, rather in Ass;‘un,
that the Congress flag bas not been allowed to be hoisted. T am not so omniscient
as my Friend Srijukta Karuna Sindhu Roy.  Whether  the Congress flag has been
allowed in any other Provinee to be hoisted, as far as this Government is CﬂnCCl‘m?d:
we have taken legal opinion and the legal opinion is that so long as the flag remains
the symbol of an organisation which has been  declared by the Central Govcrnmm}t
to be un'awful, the Provincial Government have got no power to allow its public
hoisting.  Sir, we must face the situation. We had  series  of troubles ever since
the war started. .\thn the Japanese t:unq‘uvrcd‘ Burma, the position of Assam became
very dangerous. I'here can be no contention (.;I the fact that given suitable opportunity
and convenience the enemy would Invade India through Assam and they showed their
intention by their invasion oi’ Manipur and the Naga Hills. At that time, we had
come across some chgﬂmlilllcs lrgm some other quarters. I do not' know who they
arc but cascs of 3 )01-1.{%‘.—‘,‘ lﬂ{thl and even at utmes assault were taking place.
Various innocent lives were lost in the sabotage of the mail train in the Habiganj
subdivision. Tension !)c(w-ccn tl{c_l'?\'o communities—the Muslims and the Hindus-—
at onc time 1n tllu I‘Inl,)!;;-aillj subdivision was very acute. Tension among the student
o mmunitics in .\)-]h.ct i3 st1ll_vc1 v .ug]y. Only three days ago I got a telephonic
message fl_'ﬂm the Dn‘cC‘m" of l)ubh? Instruction (hat the conflict bct?vcon the Hindu
and Muslim students niv‘thc f\Inrm‘lc_hnnd College in the district of Sylhet \which -8
one time u“-;'u-.‘d Very scrious and which 1 publicly commend here. has lseen sattled

. % e N e b - -
through the joint cffort of my hon. Friend Mr, Mcokerjce and the Director of
public Instruction. Mr. 1\1(“_’}_{“3“ was good enough to render all possible help
and support In the ‘malfcz.l-_ l'he party which compromised only Attt oy
ago is reported to have stabbed a Muslim  stndent, Three Hindu students of the
c%]]cqc are adlt?g{"? to be concerned when such unfortunate tensi g

ge a G, Clne samnes i s disprine me-C tension  prevails between
the two communt i ot blame the district oflicers if they wuse their own
discretion In matters O,f keeping the public pe of the country. Th
have got POWErs delegdtcd‘to them in many matters not by the Provincial - G ‘ey

t hut by the Central Cjovermnent. In one or two ing : o il
mcndistricts when I had tried to interfere, it was politely o5 oy peed not mention
lt)hcthc Secretariat, but by the district oflicers, that the; ]Jgfilltec(ll out to me, not

Central Government and that Local Government had ed  this power fFom
the Hhes e 84 no right to interfere
s ] otion was gyt of d d
¢ subject that order an

ir, I contended also .this morning that
i’lzl’id not challenge §i0ur.. 1;_1111115;‘ on e M !
ointed out that t_ii?scllc’tfmuons_ have lJ‘L‘Cl‘l imp()sed> not recentl lni 01dcx_~. T have
‘rhe only Ch’}rg? igdt I:S een urged before {]e House by my i?‘?” ut since 1940,
gindhu Roy 15{ tﬂ“; . r&‘i‘; mgst 9]1gamscd by the communist Bartlvlend Babu Karuna
to be held anc - curialiment  of liberties of ¢ il party were not allowed
Th]ngb Aare 1(?01\lng u]‘)) thl: Cnen‘ly has b AV I)eople 1_1as g()ne 4 11ttlc
s that they will be pushed hack ¢ ech pushed back from Assam and
guous 10 'As]sami }ifrsltﬁnq tha_t the atmosphere g \':1_‘“12\ which is conti-
Toonds I_wx_ll e L]Ie | I)m{‘sgnlio doso. At the present mOmentc can withdraw the
Cnmmlsswnef_sci t;“C?lm 01 SyMet and  Cachar  gpa against s ]th) Indian Deputy
want to OVEITice dle ?Ca DUtcers ang order the Withdli:i)l\\ral \fylt frawdl. |1 ddote:
been imposed iy the Defence of India Rules. of the bans that have
Maulavi SYED ABDUR ROUF: think th s
been banned in, the district of Sﬁyl_h(-at but why not in (‘?tl hoisti
The Hon’ble Maulavi  Saiyid  §j, MUHAMmr pa
is not question time. T refuse to answer hig question &
Adjournment Motion. . .
Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALl: Tn . . ,
Karuna Sindhu Roy, T will only cite one instan'c(* Tslupportmg the Motmn. of .Babu
in the last part of December or'in the first Part“ of ]iffher day, I think, it will 1;(’1:
Meeting of the Muslim League in Karimganj. 1y this mgéfﬁé, t?tmies ré?.; ilr(;g?f;g,

ace and security

tanc

tOO fﬂl‘-
it appea!

nNg of Congress flag has
rts of the Province ?
AD SAADULLA: Sir, this

We  are now discussing the
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Sir, that a Provincial Leader, the President of the Muslim League ol Assam Province,
one of our Members, Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan was not allowed to preside over that
a =

meeting. Sir, due to his absence a quarrel took place and it was a very scrious onc
Sir, this is one of the cases of curtailment of personal liberty.  Again, Sir, I personally
cannot understand the policy of the Government in banning public meetings in
should

Assam, because I find that the opinion of the citizens of Assam is that Japan
not come and take Assam ; the opinion of the Assam people is that Germany should
As for me, even if Turkey comes, I as a Muslim even will

not come to invade Assam.

not want to make room for them. We will be the last persons to allow them to do so.

(Hear, hear.) Really we find that His Majesty’s Government are allowing the Congress

people and the Muslim Leaguc people to work as contractors for Military works. So Mili- ~
tary works are going on with their help. I cannot understand, if His Majesty’s Govern-

ment can rely on these people, why the A sam Government cannot have reliance on them

Sir, it will be more surprising that the other day when Mr. Sultan was the Subdivisional

Officer at Karimganj there was a meeting at Patharkandi.  He was presiding there. 1
One of the gentlemen who was afterwards sentenced - to rigorous imprisonment was,
requested by him to take up the Secretaryship of the “Grow More Food Campaign”. -
It is surprising, Sir, that we had to take his help, but afterwards for the work of
Secretaryship or for making propaganda for “Grow More Food Campaign’ he was

punished by the Court of Karimganj. I was a witness there. Mr. Sultan was also
there as witness, though somehow or other he did not give evidence. I was the un-
fortunate man to be there and was astonished to find what kind of justice was going on.
In spite of our evidence the Magistraie sentenced him to 6 months’ rigorous imprison-
ment, but, Sir, the Judge of Sylhet acquitted him after three months’ ““‘cnjoyment”  of
jail life, (Loud laughter.)

Sir, the public in this way got alarmed at the course this Government had taken
in appointing these mecn. I find to my utter surprise that in. procurement ol foodgrains
and supply works these authorities are a[rqld of their action being criticised and therefore
they ban these meet:ings purposely otherwise I do not find any reason to ban this kind
of meeting. With these words, I support the Adjournment Motion of Babu Karuna
Sindhu Roy. )

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: When the Hon’ble Premier was
arguing his case for 'the Contmuatit_)n of the ban on mecetings and curtailment of civil

ht as if he was quoting Mr. Amery. He argues, Sir, in justification of

rights, I thoug ucs _
the restrictive orders that there were communal troubles ; this is why he cannot with-

draw them. Similarly Mr. Amery also argues that there was disunity between Indians
and Indians, Hindus and Muslims and that is the bar to India’s independence. He
pleaded helplessness 1n the matter, because the District Magistrates got thelr powers
direct from the Central Government and that he was bound to be guided by the reports
of the District Magistrates. Sir, th: orde'rs that have been passed with regard to the
districts of Sylhet and Cachar, were issued in the name of the Governor.

Here the Governor mcans G,overnor on the advice of the Ministers, and, as such,
1 do not know how can the Hon’ble Premier plead helplessness in the matter or evade N
his own rcSpOﬂSiblllty in issuing f‘all th_csc' restric_tivc orders and Ordinances. If he
is simply to rely on the reports of the District Magistrates and il he has no personal
discretion in the matter, 1 think, there is no hope of ever these orders being withdrawn,
because it 18 certal_nly to the interests of the_district officers to get away from the public
opinion, public-agitatlon, on qﬁ_lestlons which relate to their administration. It ia 3
certainly to their lnteGreSI: to sutlocate or muflle all public expression. But certainly it
is up to the popular r()_verr}merilt tol_read the barometer of public opinion so that they
may suide their policies in ft ¢ light of that reading. Sir, the Hon’ble Premier
has also raised the question bo' Japanese invasion and sabotage and all these things,
T must congratu ate h111(')14%5 en{)g one of the first astrologer of India because in May
in the year of Grace 1f M néhOdY _cl‘,Ould have anticipated a Japanese invasion in
India ; nobody 1nor even % r. CGhurchill or the Commander-in-Chief could ever foresee
that there could possibly be an invasion in the eastern part of India. So I do not know

or justification for promulgating the restrictive orders in May 1940,
\

what was the basis | st
There was then 1no sabotage, no political agitation in the country. What was his

B A T 4
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justification to shut out public opmion throughout the entire district o_f Sylhgt :
Although this particular Motion refers only to Sylhet and Cachar, the policy under-
lying is applicable throughout the whole of Assam with the exception of one or two
ying is appl gho = - h n. of
districts.  Sylhet was the first victim as carly as May 1940. Then came the turn. o
Cachar and subsequently the infection of restriction pervaded throughout the Province.
Sir, certainly 1t is a very cheap and facile wea >on with the bureaucracy to rule the
» . . . . } L2
country but certainly iy is not so with a popular Government. The danger of Japanese
aggression was certainly no less in Bengal. Bengal was equally exposed to the danger of
enemy invasion as Assam. But no such wholesale restrictive orders were ever passg:d
ir the Province ol Bengal, not even in the metropolis of Calcutta.. Calcutta held its
meetings freely. : O‘n]'\' qntl‘l very recently in the city of Calcutta, town of Dacca and
perhaps in the cI:;tru:} ot Midnapore Defence of India Rule 56 has come to play. But
even in other p;nlt\s,1 of Dacca where communal feeling runs so high there is no such rves-
trictive (;rc!('xs_.q ; :'1 t)‘llcfnr(,rf r:S;:_, mI Bﬂflg(’li thcr_c IS an organised and strong public opi-
nion ; there 1s a U ‘1‘.‘ _"U‘-E""‘]‘“‘, press ; their grievances find prominent place in the
daily newspapers. Unlortunately for Assam we have got no daily newspapers. Our grie-
vances arc only P“,H’Shc_(! !’13' the ccurtesy of Calcutta papers in some corncks of
their qolutl}ﬂsv ' 1?t]_1> 11 Our metropolis is situated at a place where it is
impU_SS_‘blC _Inll -‘l-ni}l‘ 1);1 )llC opinion to grow. Shillong is more or less a place of residence
of ministeria Vbt:-l ob the OSecretariat and Comptroller’s office. There is no public
except some officers of Government and most of the areas in the g 1
N - British administration, So j 1 S o spebe i T L
undc.; rius T Bre e - S0 in such a metropolis whatever elge may flourish, not
ublic 0]311110111-I 1 1€ [il mistry feel that it is hecessary for them to contact public
- e — ayr S > v 4 .
opinion, shou c} they mullle it by banning meetings, processions and assemblies etc, ?
Is there any ot ;Cll source of contacting publijc opinion in this Province ? So’ if the
right of 11_1(: pu )AC .m hr)Ilsfl meetings and processions, ctc., is most needed anywherc
it is ccrtamliv in 'Ssdlltll. lcllti Sir, the price level of articles has gone fantasticall}:
. ~ven Lthe price ot vegetables is  twice 1 ® i1 G 1
high, ¢ e e reel sece the price prevailing in  the metropolis of
Bengal Here in 16 rural areas people b
engal. ! | peop uy salt at Rs. 2 per seer
here all rotten pulses and cereals ape forced upon 1 ; 1
traders and licence-holders aye forced to buy Nutior{ 18 t}c peop!e; Sl
-(;cts on the consumers ultimately and in these ways tl?e aopS® Certificates - which
i’j;rruption 1§ going on rampant from high to low ItPCOPIC Arh maCe %o cuffen
e cverYbOdY’s mouth that there is corruption e\-erywh.ert_ s 11now :lhe common talk
i : 5 this T : ; > 1 the admini i
certainly it is I{Cﬁ te t]}:, IIl}tCI‘(.St of our Deputy COmmissioncrs 01__Ot;’nlmstrat10n but
Government to allow people to agitate over thejp conduct in the e dog§ £
a4ce where there is. no scope of ventilation of public oy \eit Inalters: Soina
Pldk " ut of the popular Government that these R guelvances, 1t is certainly the
50 . y 1. . : ent 5 >
:.cstol‘cd’ as carly as possible.  Siy, the Japanese have receg (11 ights of the people are
cd far away and we hope

is not ecven the ghost of : : :
t1at there b ven 8hos a chance of their hive
Lh‘. “what was the justification {or heir hlt.llng b?ck Assam, Ip that case,
“1ssue that bap o
n 1

Z Gover
Si i Atk N 'mment to rg :
assémbhes as late as 11th November 1944 and thag i Cachar it hag 1, neetings and

15th February last.  The political

atmosphere i« newed even

on tos ; : . Phere is cerggy

qctivitics and ‘1”_“10';0 (IIU:CS“OHS which the Hon’ble Plemie;nly fasier.  The sabotage

things of the past. In this calier atmosphere of politics raised ag g plea are now
2 al

of cnemies 1o a far distant place in Burm

a I do not d also with the. receding

Al ; . think : - s
. for CL_utalllI}g the fundamental rights of the i F€re 1s any further justifica-
gg’l:shmi Pandit told an  Americay, Press tlmtpclor}l)(;?f; Sir, the other day Mrs. Vijoy

k of Mrs. Pandit unner d is a big concenttat;
That remar nerved the Torry Phreause § entration camp.
of State, Mr. A;nery],3 wh.(f)‘ thci)u_ght that all theiy expenditbulg%ngland and our Secretary
was going in va]m._ Tilt I public opinion js thus being Stiled orhpropaganda in _Amenca
processions are being banned, people are being detained ip Ta: olding’ of mectings and
together and movements of people i In Jails without trial for years

: : resticted -
externed or interned—then is not Aggapy, the ﬁttist]aligc number  of them are either
Vijoy Laksh;‘m -Palncht will be ap]ﬂ_i(‘nble ® Sir, mfnac%fwhere the remarks of Mrs.
colleagues ol t..hlS mn_. Hous_e are stil] rotting in Jail gom Our" fellow workers and
n b, While o1hersare S Tanguiing kg iy, S Have come o s
=, [ b 4 N . ) C L.eader o
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Congress—Mahatiha Gandhi—has bceen released but the British Empire has not been
any the less safer by his release.  Mahatma Gandhi has definitely said that his authority
to launch Civil Disobedience Movement has lapsed with his arrest and that 1944 is not
1942, and certainly far less 1945. But, in spitc of that statement from him, Government
have not thought fit to release our leaders. In Assam, Sir, somec of our hon. Members
have been released and muy I ask the Hon’ble Premier whether he has  got anything
to repent for that action ? When so many of the Assam Congress leaders have been
released from Jails, I do not think he has anything to ruc for it. Certainly, Assam’s
security has not in any way been jeopardised with the release of these leaders. There-
fore, what was the harm in releasing others who are rotting in Jails for years together ?
How long will they be detained in this way, Sir, we do not know,

Then again, some zmong those who have been released have been placed under
restrictive orders. N()W—a-d;iys every body knows how costly the living has grown.
Many of them have got familics to maintain and how is it possible for them to earn
their bread under such restrictive orders ? Sir, detention and restriction of people
without trial and without giving them adequate allowance is a travesty ol law and
justice. The allowancey that have been granted range from Rs. 5 to Rs. 50 or
Rs. 60. Now-a-days when one’s activities have been curtailed and he is not allowed
to ¢arn his livelihood elsewhere, it is simply a mockery to grant him such a poor
pittance. 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ['he hon. Member has reached his time.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Yes, Sir, I am closing.

My hon. Friend, M_aukwi Abdur Rouf, has raised a very pertinent
question that the same flag is fcg;u'd(:d a- illegal in one part and legal in another part
of the same Province. How this has been made possible we do not know. On  the
26th of January, i. e., on the VIndcpr:ndcnt:u Day, the Congress National Flag was
hoisted all over India. In Calcutta, the National Flag was hoisted in almost every

housetop—but I do not know why the hoisting of the flag was banned in some parts

of this Province. 3

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion of my hon. I'riend, Comrade

una Sindhu Roy- )

P Babu SHIBENDRA (JP‘IANDR/\ BISWAS : Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I take this
opportunity to voicc my feeling before the House in a very few words ?

Sir, the indiscriminate ap]‘)hcatlon of the Defence of India Rules by the Deputy
Commissioners of Sylhet and Cachar leads me to think in the fag-end of my life whe-
ther we are living under a popular Government and marching towards the path of
democracy day by day. Though the fiag hoisting has not been C(fllh:i(l(:l‘(:t} qJ]]}:gal by
shtie of the corts; yeL our Executive Officers are preventing its hm‘slmg. This scems
to be a mockery and 1t leads me to think if these Executive Officers are under the
control of any popular Government or not ! .

With these few words, Sir, 1 W_hﬂlcﬂheartedly support the Adjournment Motion of
my hon. Friend, Comrade Karuna Sindhu Roy. '

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we arc grateful to the
Hon’ble Premier for giving u]S tWOI very valuable informations this alternoon. One is
that Mr. Chanda could not )?\/F]IPWCd to move f'reely- in the Surma Valley because of
the vigorous protests from the Military Authorities. Sir, we would be glad to know from
: *ble Premier 11 what other spheres the Military arc pressing their opinions on
the popular Government. ﬁdf- O{’l]a.nda} 1s now in Calqutta banned to come to the Surma
Valley. He has been 1n the 11:‘13 ic life of this Province for more than a decade now,
and his activities arc “01: ‘mh nown to the Hon’ble Pre¢mier and other Members _of his
Cabinet, and to think 11 1?11: t e}i agreed to disallow Mr. Chanda to come to the Surma
Valley to live 2 normaL til ogl y b_ecause the Military Authorities objected to that is
very painful indeed. Ez]_ CSME.IPIQ}HIY told that it is not the Ministry that 1s govern-
ing the country but 11t‘1sl ; 1d ilitary whose influence are really mattering 1in these
matters-—let us be ]?.all)n Ydifo : _tha_t we are }w_mg under matrial rule and that whfn:
Mrs. Vijoy Lakshml a'n it said in America is perfectly true that the wl}nlc of India
is a vast concentration camp. We are glad that the Hon’ble Premier has given us thi

a
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valuable information, for we can now try to gauge the Situation in country in lthc
light of that information. We apprehend that if they can interfere in this matter, they
n.luy also interfere in other spheres.

The other valuable iniin'm:ltit?n supplied h)f the Hon’ble PI‘lCllllt::I“ s fthat i}}:c
Deputy Commissioners had authority dt‘lt‘gillt)‘d In certain matters dlylt?Lt rom, the
Central Government. If it is a faet lh:lt’ the [ rovincial Government have no ‘\~01ce 11111

:se matters, I donot see how the Hon’ble Premier can say -at the end of his speec
o “Mr‘ll (er to remove this ban if the Deputy Commissioners agree. I don’t under -
that he \:!, he could give an assurance without consulting the Central Government. If
S“}nd hf;{*. t}/:csc are being done under the orders of the Central Cuvcrnmcnt, what is
things It jL Provincial Autonomy ?  Could we know that this is the position, we could
the use (l) the Central Government through the Members in the Central Assembly or
“Pl)roaﬁ _lm\r other persons for redress of our i
through an

‘ . gricvances.  Si-, in the face of all these,
3t see any use. of putting all lh(fsc:u‘guincn[s
I dpnibace

. . before the Hon’ble Premijer who

to be helpless in this matter and  we need not bother- ourselves here,
appears ment of tension between communities, to my mind, s altogether baseless.
The nr.ﬁf':‘c no tension between communities before the days of 1940 ? " Indeed, there
Wwas ‘C}::‘;]muﬂal dichn:n‘c'cs. in ‘thc country “even at thatp time, but the Government
wer€ C think it neccessary to promulgate any such wholesale gagging order previously
did not a thousand and one grievances which the 5 ;

” >cople would like to ventilat
re are Atk of il T e 3 ST
Th: the net result o[l l.hl’a \]Vh?'ltbdllt gagging order has been that the people simply
1)9 s like 10 g0 to 1‘1(, ‘ulnquy nowing _how difficult it jg to get permission for
don {ng meetings.  And the effect of al] this has been that the grievances are getting
holdt1 %Intt’d in the minds of the people.  Whether the Centr:a Government or the Pro-
‘,wcu.ml Government, it they had any Statesmanship iy them, they should have thought
vincia before promulgating any such OrdI‘nanCC. To-day or tomorrow, in some form or
twlce such discontent must bu‘x_'st out. It is not possible to Suppress the public discontent
othet > cngth of ume. ' 50, Sir, while Supporting the ljounnment Motion pressed
for any hon. Friend, Comrade Roy, T would appeal  again o th Hon'p]
g my 2 e that these orders are withdy: i o . c on ble
by 107 (o see that thes e drawn - without any reference whatsoever
pPremi€r Deputy Commissioner, if he has anyv authority, ;
5 JOBANE.} D.-II\/I:’EIRIAI%: M. Speaker, Sir, ¢ debate in thig
Mlt'o-day' The I oln 313 reglfer has  replieg ¢xplaining the case nTh1
House £ Government should not be blamcd- at all for the action taken by th .D 3
e ioners because they lmye orders and Instructiong regarding ban . FEuc ;cputy.
SSI(“lclltral Government direct. We are not discyygg; libcre ife o and restrictions
s being administered whether by the M;i; & i
ce lisnciﬂl Government has nothing ¢,
rov L it .cannot be censured oy o1 :
ar1iIeD al censure b the ” ; 2 A
je GOve Lam very sorpy, | y the Adjournment Motion of this nat
he reasons, 1< ¥ ry, Cannot Support the Motion altl ature,
F()r t f- L Suﬁ‘cl-lngs L-\p(.l ]_enced bly some pCOple by the ban 3 dlough I iﬁel .SO
ﬂluch There are and may be occasions i, an ‘the restrictive
(“'dmb'hould be no  restriction uccordmg

we haye hearq th

1':?om.
provis
The I

anner in which the
€ Frovincia] Govcrnment
the action taken by the Military.

‘ : uwuonment t 1

s - ar ‘ea of + ) . €nsion or

therele of the par t1§ul i area of the Lountry for which the authc,)rities con },)ulée, Q,f tha

peop o For these reasons I cannot suppoyt the Motion TCEInGE gt
a my @ n « > 7T .

take i Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Does the hon, Mover

ADt to exercise hijg right of
reply. ) KARUNA SINDHU ROY;
a

Hon’ble pPreiy: . :
s e . : ! rémier sajd ¢
) the district of EaChal who were gomg to form the i};i;ﬂ}gl; we}:l‘e sor}r:c
se were near by. T want the name of those persong fro ; 1 BRI ERE
apanc -eceived contrary informationg.
I have !

iraba o l Hon’ble Premier.

e : atSingh wasin Qach h
near the district and he wr distributs s Wi
anesc Were vas distributip l ipuri
thegﬁgplclot to give the Japanese éven g Cup ol water g _eaﬂets among the Manlpun
€o :

i L Lhis news wag broadcast b

the All-India 'Ratclho gfl(}lﬂ?h‘jzlﬂ A;_Ithﬁ SAme time Comrade Yarabat Singh was arresteg
e inedin ;;e el ¢ wag releas_cd after one month and after- release
he was served with a notice that ip leaving the district he should inform the Deputy

ersons 1
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Commissioner. Again after 15 days he was served with another notice not to leave the
Province without taking permission of the Government.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA @ Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the debate, which should have been confined to happenings in Sylhet and Cachar,
has been given a very wider aspect by certain hon. Members who compared the tny
tot- of Assam with Mr. Amery, the Secretary of State for India, and travelled to
America and Ahmedabad for bolstering up their arguments. I could not follow their
example, but I will confine myself to the relevant points that have emerged from the
discussion.

The first person whom I congratulated in this House was Mr. Nirendra Nath Dev
for his utterances and every time I complimented him for the constructive sugiestions
which he offered me and the House. But I am sorry, I cannot congratulate him to-
day. On the other hand, I am constrained to say that he has become twister of words
in his speech to-day. As I mentioned, so far as security is concerned, we had to
respect the military opinion, for Assam has been declared to be an operational area.
But my hon. Friend has said that the Province is being ruled by the military. If he
could have taken a realistic view, he would have realised where we and the Legislature
would have been if the military had not come and defended Assam and India from the
aggression of the eastern enemy. He cannot ask the Military to fight the enemy and
at the same time allow people opportunitics to undermine the morale of the people
who are behind them. This will be a dangerous policy. Therefore, 3ir, I am perfectly
content and unblushing in my conduct. During the course of the session, in reply to
numerous questions, I will lay figurcs before the House to show that during last year
I have released as many as-120 political and sccurity prisoners. The Military could
make no objection although they were consulted in many occasions. But if the name
and fame of any particular popular leader is such that the Military thinks that his
residence in a particular area wherc there is likelihood of recrudescence of some trouble,
it is better for the Province to avoid that kind of trouble by allowing complete liberty
to him. If in these cases, after consulting our Indian Deputy Commissioners, 1 come to
the conclusion that, for a particular reason, it is better not to allow frcedom to a parti-
cular individual, it will be the height of injusticc to me and travesty of all truth and
facts to say that I am being ruled and dictated by the Military personnel. My Friend
also suggested that the Local Government have nothing to do in the iscue of these
orders,under the Defence of India Rule 56. I never conveyed that view to the House. I
simply stated that in certain matters, not in this particular one, Deputy Commissioners
had got powers delegated direct from the Central Government. In those matters when
Local Government wanted to interfere with some Deputy Commissioners as their power
is derived direct from the Centre, it was not ‘in some cases possible for them to
follow the advice of the Local Government. From that statement of the actual posi-
tion, to come to the conclusion that thc.Mimstry has got no basis for existence when
everything is dictated from the Centre, is to take a very high jump in the realm of
imagination. Another question is whether the districts concerned are in such a state
that all restrictions on public organisations and public meetings could be withdrawn.
Two Indian Deputy Commissioners, one a Brahmin and the other a Muslim, are
equallv of opinion that it is not yet time to withdraw all the restrictions. One kind
gentleman, I would not use the word ‘““hon. Friend”, states that the Deputy Commis-
sioners are so mishandling the food situation that they are afraid of hearing public
criticisms and that is why they have taken this step. to gag the ventilation of public
grievances......

+Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: On a point of explanation, Sir, as far
as I can remember, what I said was that I could not know why these things were
going on. But people said that perhaps the Deputy Commissioners were afraid of
public criticisms of this kind.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I did not refer
to my hon. Friend, but it appears that the cap fits him. He says that he is not taking

T Speech not corrected.
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the responsibility of holding that opinion, but he has got the t
it on behalf of the clectorate from whole votes he has come.
the same thing because he has come w
the opinion of his electorate he must s

emerity to express
I think that comes to
ith the suffrage of his electorate, and it that is
ay that, otherwise he will not carry their conf-
dence for the next election. 1 strongly resent and repudiate that assertion. We  have
started Food Committees in every subdivision in which hon. Members of this House
have been included, and all the public gricvances of that nature could be expressed

before the Subdivisional Officers’ and Deputy Commissioners, and if they are afraid to
approach those Officers, there is my

: humble se!f to write to. Many hon. Friends
including Srijut Karuna Sindhu Ro

2 Roy, have taken the advantage of writing to me and
getting replies.  (Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy: No replies to all.)  Of course he is. not

getting full sutis‘l'zu'.tion, but he must‘adn‘)it that out of 16 annas he is getting at least 4
annas worth of redress. As I said, Sir, whatever be the Government, whether
the Government of Saadulla or the Government - of Bardoloi, they cannot
:ynore the report of the local officers. Sitting at the height of Shillong, no Prime
Minister can be present at the same time thmughouf tht_z Province to learn what difficul-
ties the local people o:"thc administration are having in these abnormal times, They
have got to plaf:.c sonim 1ttllc bit of trust on the local officers when they happen to be our
own kith and kin, when they are Indians, who, in their heart of hearts, have love for

the Indian cause. If they see thar the atmosphere is such and s charged with hidden
ed to burst into a big conflagration, we have

cIcCtFiCitY that no spark should be allow
iy ir advice in this matter, or sl T ess e :
to take thei ‘*ked o 19 U_flfoltunatd) I cannot give out all those things
which are mar e é ; conhidential. My hop, Friend, Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy
spoke of Srjut Irabat Singh, a gl:nllcmm} 50 well known to many and he is personally
hose political activities the Manipur Hindu State had
exte

pown to me, a gentlemz.m for w ]
rned him from the State boundaries. My Friend may recommend him, byt had it
not been confidential, I.woulcl have placed certain matters about him wilich would
e surprised most of the hon, Members.
hav In a Question today, my Friend Srijut Karun
- ies of a certain worker of his group.
Vltl-llciﬁcate' Hf organised co-?pcra:ive stores in
ce gpar-mevemeni: fiere, biit, at tha same time in iti
of 3 ;;f:rg’g'?t%cd an;{mg]th? 1’-'a'1“’a)’ employces and labc;rili’ I;\frc: Sigeﬁ ?.eal 1? S
z.tht the police of t a(_tj ocality, the Ind'xan Supcrintcndcnt of Police had1 ol s
t iguropcan Deputy ommissioner stating that this gentleman, iy, ¢ site £ rdo ey
a B le benefit to the people of that locality, hag started éreatP S i o
der? ' rorce of that particular station has become- g0 S aalEr e id e
la').ourlinc of communication which vy
of all war materials. will be tota
that particular locahty. I got reports fy

. lty—where public opinion plus offe:
dlfcﬁoc;%-lzg to my hon. Friend My .
c :

a Sindhu Roy a

' sked about the actj-
¢ Was a very good work

ok OrRer and T can give that
& particular districy. e was a leader

t n is removed
) S well, So I was in this
Opiion are against th;

- Karuna Sindhy, Roy heils' o gers AT Shongh

; line, I cannot entirely re] . 1eis a Very good man in a
ucular TR Y upon hig stateme T
321 being in charge of Law and Order, 1 give more ];:(.:nt' . A the head of the Ministry
an . my hon. Friend does. Y

owever, if T find th 18 1o the reparts of local officers

thatl - 7 removing all these restricti Ay out of helping m

e onds in _otrictions I will dg g BDE, 0y
Fri One hon. Member spoke about oyr Friendy f‘romY t‘il)tc}n(é)it.
> Con

:2il bars. He SPO!{C about.it.in order to accuse

::fl (i:s {mSPORCn ) ;lllees}éct(innk I\;haff-‘lt 1; my motive (o keepnt(ile(r)lz bte}irr‘ltéeislness, or, al thot‘?ga};

I can rule unke ¢ on re 05; fl,en s will give e the credit ¢, it wi hlel L 1ﬂl .

tance 1 hawﬁ b }1) 1,1 * t%) 1"05 rom Fllstrlct officers both eXeoutiy ’Vltd the utmost re ulc_

men who 2 Pbo 3 }]e PPosttion Group i) injail. At ¢ and police, five gem1e6

were in jail. ] ul;mg the course of |ag¢ vear for one time as many af:i e
One of those _dIS_O eyed- Ol‘d?rs and expressed his or other I have released 11.

than to remain in his sister’s hoyge. [ @y mng 3 t0 g0 back to jail rather
that another hon. Member of the

€Sponsible for tl E k 5
Oppositiou 1 nat. very one know
i i 148 been ok 2 .
not responsible for his absence fro ok al.scondmg since 1942. I am

m the House, My hon, Fricnds instead of complain-

gress who are still behind
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ing that I have kept five of our collcagues behind the prison bar should have compli-
mented me that in spite of tremendous opposition from various quarters, I have released
as many as ecleven. Therefore 1 will ask my Friend, and [ use the final word
¢ Comrade ”, that although he is working for the betterment and uplift of our kisan
bhais all his followers are not actuated by this samce high motive.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am putting the question.

The question is :

¢ That the Assembly do now adjourn.”

The Assembly divided.

The Hoiw’ble the SPEAKER : My orders exempting Srijut Shibendra Chandra
Biswas from giving his vote in the lobby stands. He will therefore vote on the floor of
this House.

Aves—17
1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 10. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.
2. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 11. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar.
3. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. 12. Babu Nirendra Nath Dev.
4. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar. 13. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
5. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. 14. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
6. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan. 15. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas.
7. Srijut Kameswar Das. 16. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.
8 Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. 17. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud
9. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. Ali.
Noges—31.
1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir 14. Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan
Muhammad Saadulla. Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury.
2. The Hon’ble Mr. Naba Kumar 15. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Al
Dutta. : 5 1
’ . . 16. Maulavi Muhammad Magqgbu
3. Th;diHon ble Maulavi Munawwai Flissati Cliamdbuis:
w2 . p i Matior R: Mia.
4. The Hon’ble Sritut Hirendra 17. Maulavi Matior Rahman X}
Chandra Chakrar\:érty, 18. Khan Bahadur ~Maulavi Mufizur
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi Rahman.
: Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri. 19. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.
6. The .Hon’blc Dr. Mahendra Nath 20. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassctt.
Saikia. . . 21. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin 92. Mr. C. W. Morley.
Chaudh‘}“- 23. Mr R. A. Palmer.
8. The Hon’ble Khan  Bahadur 24, Mr. W. D. Rutherfurd.
: Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. 25. Mr. A. Whittaker.
9. The Hon’b],e Miss Mavis Dunn. 26. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
10. The Hon’ble  Srijut  Rupnath 27. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
Brahma. 28. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.

11. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.
12 Maulavi Abdur Rahman. :
13. Maulavi Syed Ahdur Rouf.

29. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
30. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
31. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

The question was negatived.
Motion re introduction of free compulsory Primary Education in the
: Province

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  As the Assembly is not being adjourned, the House

may resume the discussion of the Motiont of Maulavi Abdur Rahman for disposal-
We can finish the discussion of the Motion today.

tMaulavi Abdur Rahman to move :—

d ‘¢ That thiS'Ass_embly do now take into consideration the question of introduction of free compulsory
Primary Educgtion in the Province forthwith by levying such cess which may be deemed necessary,’’
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Khan Babadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, 1 have listened to the speeches
made by hon. Friends Mr. Mookerjee, Mr. Bardoloi and Mr, Goldsmith and also the
speech delivered by my Friend, Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf, Al of them have sympa-
thised with the object of the Motion, but they say that it is not free from complica-
tions and therefore a committee of some people having brains should be appointed to
find out ways and means as to how free compulsory primary education may be intro-
duced in the Province. 1 think time is necessary to come to some decision which would
satisfy the pm]?lv of the Province, for. the conditions that have been laid down in the
speeches, especially in Illill of Mr. Bardoloi. May I therefore suggest that the Motion may
be taken as a Post-War Reconstruction measure ? Here in Assam perhaps nothing prac-
tical has yet heen done as far as Post-War Reconstruction measures are concerned, If
my information is correct, in ;_lll other Pl‘(‘J\'ll‘lC(?S m India, the best brains from among
the ofTicials ]1;1\’e'|1v<'n placed in ('ll_urgc ol this work. We expect to have some part of th?:
money that the Government of India is going to distribute among the different Provinces

I, therefore, request the Hon’ble Premier and the other inz“]bcr\‘. oFlits: Caml A8 :
find out some men from among the officials in whose hands thjs w :k - < “ne o

Jaced. It has been pointed out by Mr, Bardoloi and My Golds .?11 A Sy safely be
Erimury cducz}l‘i.on is a very important subject and the cdilcntionmtlh::c 1{? b(é?l;’:rpu].sory
now is not smlslzu‘Lf:n v. Therefore some men who have ideas i Tt 1 ] ‘gl\’cn
who know what primary education is and what it should b:; ‘ mjwob la;(?tll_lllhtfl\‘c‘li i
ways and means as to how this Moti > ay be put 1n to devise

m can be given effec i i

3 i o flect to. It has been said, §
al-He . TFeY - x NN ] . - “ -

that lakbs, 1fnot crores, will he necessary to introduce compulsory primary 22(1[1(3'1,

z S Dt ~o 1 A Tep -

tion in the i‘u.)\inu."..” I‘t will not be wise to take any step hastily without eivin any

thought over the matter as has been suggested by Mr. B: 'doloi t S 1
yuld request the hon. Members (o wait and think ox-c {] e o

o q % i ait a €T the matter and then a

the Government for a proper and practicable scheme with regard to compuclslz)lfgrogc'h

'V pri-

mary (.(lu(:;lliﬁn., ; 3
2e i b d h al
1\1;111111\-1 ‘.\l)!')Ul\ ]\:-\[‘I‘.\‘I:\:\T: Mer. 5[3(‘&1[\'(’[‘, Sil‘, I will bews
ons ol hon. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramar Ali. He has e
. - 15 1 oL & s < re Ave v el b
wait. Dut st l‘ L fact th 1t we have been waiting and waiting for ery .
.uch an nportant question about whicl AT g lor a very lone time
over bli? AEir i A vital o vhich al] sCctions of the Hous hav 2 .
cally said th‘]lt ; ];Lgt‘7 1 (180011(‘.02 for the welfare of the n'nio‘n P HC g o
e for the st { or ears av ¢ : ave w :
waiting 10! t curation nl“tl)- Pt Have not the People of the Proyi b oy ?t‘?cn
since the inaugur: 1¢ Provincial Autonon N view of \ln_lce Scen waifin
f : Ol this, ir, is ther
) 1€re

auguratior : g 1y ?
her justification to wait 2 1 thipk T T :
any furt 1I]'c up this measure is that T ’d S Gopediate cause which
ed me to t2 o inted - “nderstand hat Govern; | R
estion _an ‘m’ippmguc A special  commistee for the i :)16:11t flave taken up tha
z 1 'y e at T i . . . = ‘utinisi
e O ot ThAt commitcs Ty i PUTROSS of srutinising. he
= & » - 3 . . 2 er 8 j
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in the 1r2‘.1 some of [h’i‘ 1‘311 Up at this time a5 5 whole witillots:tny Til'lmal:y iy
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tion 11 5 hool-goine .1-fa? Ay according 1 e expert ol ey 17
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should give the details of the measure as to how this is to be executed,  or how this is
to be implemented. If my Motion is accepted, it will be the duty of Government to
see that this is implemented. They are to cxecute it according to the wishes of the
House, although we will be prepared to lend our ungrudging co-operation in the
matter.

From the lengthy specch of the Hon’ble Prime Minister what we find, Sir ? His
foremost point is the question of finance. He says that the only impediment that
stands in :he way of implementing this scheme is the question of finance. Sir. according
to the present Act, the Act of 1926, Government readily took up the responsibility of
meeting the two thirds of the expenditurc if the local bodies undertook to pay the onc-
third. Now with regard to the two-thirds of the expenditure the Governiment is already
committed. Now the question remains with regard to the one-third of the expenditure
which should be met from other sources and what should that other sources be 1 will
give some indication. To gain that end, Sir, there should be some cducation cess which
will be a very negligible onc and may not be opposed by the people. "T'hen T can sug-
gest, Sir, the Government of India must be approached to set apart a big amount, say,
Rs. 30 lakhs from the excise duty. It was suggested that the total additional expendi-
ture which will be necessary is about 70 lakhs of rupees. We may approach the Clentral
Government at least to pay 30 lakhs of rupees from the income they are deriving  from
the excise duty on petrol and tea. 1 think, Sir, it will not be an unjust demand and
if we can make a very good demand, they won’t refuse us.

If Government can bear two-thirds out of Rs. 72 lakhs, the remaining
one third which is abouf Rs. 24 lakhs can be found out. Government with both offi-
cials and non-officials can sit together to discuss ways and mecans to raise that amount.

Sir, as for the amendment which my hon. Friend, Mr. Mookerjee, has moved
and also the slight changes which my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,
was trying to make, I have n .thing to opposc these two measures. | think Mr. Mooker-
jee’s amendment is very comprehensive and it can be accepted.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr Speaker,
Sir, both today on the floor of the House as well as in the confercnce of Party Leaders
held yestcrd_ay afternoon in your chamber I requested the Members to show e the
way by which to find out _the money for implementing this demand. My hon. Friend,
the Mover, was Vvery loud in suggesting that we should go up to the Government ol
India to get @ share of the excise duty on petrol and kerosene.  These two excise duties

roduce very nearly i crores of rupces and although I tried my lcvel best [rom the
ear 1930 up to 1934 when I was the Finance Member to get a share of the excise duty
on petrol, I knocked my head against a stone wall.  The Government of India would
not in any way conce le that A:ssam was _cntltlcd to a share of it, although I gave
them a Vvery complete and, T think according to me and many others, a conclusive
roof that we ou_ght to get a share. Petrovl 1s mapu[‘arturcd out _oi the natural
wealth of a Province, I mean, crude oil, thatis found in the sub-soil of Assam. Crude
oil isnota manufactured article, but it is a natural deposit in the depth of Assam.
1t is being pumped out, in other words, our natural resouces are being depleted and
therefore Assam has a legitimate claim upon the tax obtained by reduction of her own
natural deposit. In this connection, I a!so pou_qtccl out the case of Australia where the
Federal Government gr;la:nts_a portion of such income to the component States. But
the Government Off In ‘fl‘ in their opposition went to the length of seeing that the
parliament which rlamec th}el present Constitution debarred  all Provinces from such
income- Thereio_re,d tslee no hope of getting any share of this—the petrol excise duly.
g hotl FTIenc Nas suggested that we may claim a share of the excisc duty on
roduced 11t Assam. Mr. Whittaker has pointed out that the Government of India
X akimg tHE Crares %f rupees by means of excise duty. Here also 1 see absolutely no
hope of gittmg anything out of the Central Government. I say this from my bitter
rience- '
exPeEvery one knows that the Government of India had started a FFund called the
Road Fund from the extra excise duty on petrol at 2 annas per gallon. Proceeds of
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this Fund were given to the Provinces according to

the quantity of petrol consumed in
the Provinces.  Our share froni this Fund in

normal years was nearly 5 ]“kl‘s_ of rupees
annually.  With that we started various road (lt'\ft‘l()l’llle'lt'__ l‘h_‘s nl]’n‘c, \\;}glc ]I_ thl‘.c‘.;
in Delhi in the (Jouf'crcpce of the Tr:msp_:m't Ad\'lSOl"‘)". BOf“ds We W tlle ml‘f eln Y 3
that the Government of India was stopping all cn_ntrlbut.mns iromhl }ﬂt _Ul}( fo flc-
Provinces and instead they were soing to start a fund with 500 crores of IupLCSS ot
Post-War D(:\'vlopn‘wnt of Roads. One-third pl_tlus Fund would go to .UIC N“r“} tates
and the balance of 350 crores wmud'l)c divided among _tlu-. ‘PI‘O\'IIICCS- We havt%
- .en asked to submit our pl:m:_s and estimates up  to a jimit of 11. crores. But our
bee irements, being a Front Line Province and an undeveloped Province, are very high.
,~.-.(|.u|1rwc innumerable bridges to construct over our High Ways ; we have got to raise
We -oads over the water level in the Surma Valley. So oy schemes came to a total
(mrll ;lt 54 crores of rupees.  But in view of the direction from the Government of
ol apa I had to ask the Public Works Department to recast the estimates and to see if we
lnchf:;t bring our sc‘hcmcs up to a level of Rg. 11 crores. 'This being the attitude of the
ci’lﬂf‘cmmcnt of India, I doul,)r whether they will easily part with any of the sums
Gov they realise from Assam’s tea,
that Sir T am very pessimistic over the
i_diﬂbr’em (.}roups to gi\-'c the Government cle:‘u‘ cut instructions
(I:I'ill.‘%’ in a Blll_ .fo}- mxni}g thti}pcoplc‘ h'y way cf an _ additional cess. Byt excepting two
. oue generalities, one from the move; of this Motion and the other from M. Mooker-
\nL, I did not hear any word of that nature from any of the speakers.  On  the other
CL;Id, [ have summarised the speeches of the various lmn._Mvmbcrs and find that
ance of the Motion, they could not give
ort to 1t,
1p has definitely
my hon, Friend car
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Government will provide two-thirds. He also supports the plea of Mr. Mookerjee of
having a committee of officials and non-officials.
Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury has supported the
Motion with some reservation. He wants Muktab education should be taken out of
the so-called primary education.

I find that the learned Leader of the Opposition—Mr.Bardoloi -
compulsion. But I do not exactly remember whether he gave  his
spoke on behalf of the party which he has the honour to lead.

. *Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: 1 spoke on behall of the party. :

*Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: | remember he spoke on behall of i
the party.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  As my hon.
Friend, the Khan Bahadur, corroborates, I accept the statement. I am sorry, I misun-
derstood him. However, it is well known that the Congress Party will not agree to
any scheme of primary education which is not in the line with the basic education
scheme which they have adopted.

Mr. Buragohain holds that it would be a tremendous wastage of s time and money
to introduce compulsion from Class I to the final Class of the primary school and does
not agree to the introduction of compulsion on the girl students. He wants the -
experiment to be started on the boys only. But I can adduce very cogent reasons in
saying that economically speaking compulsion among the boys will be far worse

than compulsion among the girls. 1 am sorry (looking at the time), I am exceeding
5 p.m. but in such an important matter I must explain every point Every one who is
conversant with the life in the village knows that a smnall child plays a very important
part in the economic life of the villager. TItis found that most of the little boys
from the age of 5 or 6 years up to 12 or 13 years look after the cattle. If the cultivators
do not get the service of the young boys, they will break each others heads ; because
their cattle will go astray and graze on the crop of the other or they will bave to keep
a Chaukidar for the cattle which they cannot afford to pay. ‘Thercefore, in the rules
framed under the Primary Education Act, 1926 [ lcft it open to the villagers
‘themselves to choose the time for holding the school.  In certain piaces and weather
afternoon is more convenient and in others, the morning class is more convenient for
the boys of the villagers. So, if you want to intreduce compulsion among the wvillage
boys, you will throw many out of the gear from the economic life of the villagers.  So,
in my opinion it is far better to make the female section of the peasantry literate. If
the mother is literate, she wil! see that her children become literate (hear, hear).

Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf did not support the Motion of mny hon. Friend whole-
heartedly. He said unless the question of medium of instruction is setile i beforehand,
he cannot give his support to the Motion. Then, he further tried to find out ways and
means for the introduction of compulsory primary ecducation and suggested that all the
avaitable waste land should be settled with the immigrants. TFortunately for us, he did
not want the entire land but only the available land, and  that from the land revenue
that we will get, we will be able to finance compulsory primary cducation. He wanted
more land to be given to the immigrants for cultivation of jute, and that will bring us
another 12 lakhs of rupees as our share [rom the central - excise duty on jute. Lastly,
Sir, Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali suggested a via media that this should be made a Post-
War Reconstruction Scheme. This is a Post-War Reconstruction Scheme without the
Khan Bahadur’s advocacy, for the Sargent’s report itsclf makes it a Post-War Recon-
struction plan. I therefore, Sir, started by saying that the Government have been left
where théy were without getting any clear-cut ideas from the House whether, il we
bring in a'taxation Bill, we will get the support of the entire House. As I men-
tioned “early, our Assam Primary Ed}lcation Committee had recommended that if a per
capila tax of two to three annas is lev.led as an cducation cess, we may be in a position to
start the scheme. But after calculating, we find that that will bring about ten lacs of
rupees or one-tenth of what is required. Mr. Mookerjee, during the discussion,

has spoken aganst |
personal opinion or

’ *Speech not corrected.
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interjected that if the taxation is to be real i

be one rupee per head.  Whether this is possible has got to be seen. Our people have

got already too many taxations directly or indirectly to pay, but if the whole House is

of opinion that we shonld bring  an Education Cess Bill and have it through, we can

start free compulsory primary education throughout the Province before the war ends.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Order, order. The question is:

““I'hat after the word “forthwith” in the second line of the Motion the word “even®

be added.”

n order to provide sufficient fund, it should

The question was adopted.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :
“That the “fullstop’ after the words ‘be deemed necessary’ be deleted and the
following words be added :—

‘and that the House is of opinion tlm_tf the Gov ) do take immediate steps
{or the introduction of free Compulsgn'y Prtma_ry Ed.ucatmn in the Province even by
jevying educational cess on such lc):qmtal_)lt: basis as will ensure supply of sufficient finance
in addition to \\-hnteucr-nm}: ;¢ available from the existing sources of the revenues
of the Province for the purpose’. ,

‘ernment

The question was adopted,

“The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sjr MUHAMMAD "SAADULLA replied :
47. (a)—No. A permit was granted to an Association of ¢y

{ business done in the preceding five years. As two of these tra
([)heil‘ quotas were allotted- by the Secretary of the Association tq
in interest.

aders on the basis
ders were not alive
their representatives
—The first part does not arise. The permit
& P t w
I - Qv ] &
] nissioner, Sylhet.
GO, (¢)—Permits were 1ssued to one Associ
For export from Chhatak one permit e

- ach wag issued” ¢
1. AT " Khasi orower s ot
%fgi%crs and four Associations of Khasi growers.  All the Members ¢

: o T Tt & e f the Sunamganij
Dwarabazar and the [;01;: Khasi growerg’ Associations were natives of thjs Provi?l?:cj

As to the two _tli“d‘fif - Ssocfatllmls at Chhatak some members of each Association
" re natives ol the Province anc others were traders of Beng I . £

W LA o ga tempOrarlly resident
: gsalll. : ;
1n (d)‘f.No Separate permits were

-y ‘ere 1ssued to any dalgls, In
e oiven a small quota in one Association on the b
were 5 .

as issued by the Deputy

ation each at Dwarab

azar and Sunam-
0 Associations of

one case four dalals

ing : asis of export
oy Pl'CCCdlflgb 2‘16 YCa]g‘ and in order to enable, I])JY 111%?a3?:&r£?;0 thfhrg
usual channel ol business, persong normally dependant on them to Contith e i
business. |
Maulavi  Muhammad MAQBUL Hyssaqy CHAUDHURY: Is it 2 fact
that permit cf e i Bengal was issued 1o an individual whg was not saltmimber
of any Association :

1The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid ;. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . May I know
l' h ? . <
i pﬁgulavi Muhammad MAQBUL Huyusg
1The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sy
of that,-Sir. I want notice ol th

L AIN CHAUDH :
MUHAMMAD SAADULL?-{Y [
at Question, -

Sunamganj.
I am not aware

— e

TSpeech not corrected,
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The Hon’ble the Spys R cstion 1is: . .

““That this AsscmligAiE&{v ?;111\2 ?:,110 consideration the question of llltl‘('.)f:lltlr‘::
tion of free compulsory Primary Education in the Province forthwith cven by levy ::]1-.
such cess as may be deemed necessary and that the Housz is of opinion t'imt) the
Government do take immediate steps for the inttoduction of free compulsory l'“l"‘l.’
the Province even by levying educational cess on such‘ ?q‘mmj )'.lc;
supply of sufficient finance in addition to whatever P e
0g sources of the revenues of the Province for the purpose

The question was adopted.

Adjournment. " o
The Assembly v, then adjourned till. 11 A.m. on Monday, th= 5th March 1915,
Shillong . A. K. BARUA
The 126h Apri], 1945 o ;
Secrelary
Legisiative Assembly, Assam
A, G. P, :L.C.) No. 183--125 4 91941045,
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