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Proceedings of the Fifteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assembly,
assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 p.m. on Friday, the
10th November, 1944. '
PRESENT :

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and filty-one Members. .

Oath or Affirmation of Allegience

The following new Member was sworn in :—
Mr. W. D. Rutherfurd.

Panel of Chairmen

The Hon’ble the Speaker : I now announce the names of the hon. Members
who will constitute the Panel of Chairmen for this Session—
Maulavi Mabarak Ali. s
Srijut Beliram Das.
Mr. R. A. Palmer.
Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which Oral answers were given)
Keane Bridge, Sylhet
Mr. BAIDYANA'I H MOOKERJEE asked :

¥1. Will Govern nent be pleased to state—
(a) The total cost of the Keane Bridge, Sylhet ?
(b)) The total collection from the same bridge upto 1944-45, including unrea-
lised instalment, if any, from the present lessee ? ! g

‘The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

1. (a)—The total expenditure on original works upto March 1944—Rs. 4,62,749,
(b)—Rs. 2,36,050 were realised as receipts from the Keane Bridge and the

contiguous town ferries over the Surma river at Sylhet which were auctioned as one
unit. ;

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : May I know what was the total cost when
the bridge was first completed and opened for traffic ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : I want notice of
that question. OKERJEE: W

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKE L1 Was not my questi i
is it that the Hon’ble Minister wants notice for my Suppﬂir?leni;?;‘ c?;l;:i;rlie%r i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : When the Hon’ble Minister claims for notice I
cannot compel him to answer the question.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
figure is not available at the moment. X

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are the militar
any toll ?

I am sorry, the

y vehicles required to pay
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Probably not

-St:l__jut ROHINI KU MAR CHAUDHURI: Will Government plca);c let me
know if the cgllcctlf)rl of tolls will be stopped after the entire expenditure is realised ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : That contingency
has not arisen as yet. The matter will be considered ater on.

Mr BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know how much was spent from
the provincial revenues on this account ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : I think the money
came from the Road 'und.

Babu_ KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know how the recurring cost was
included in the total cost ?

The Hon’hlv Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: 1
that question.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Is it a fact that this bridge was built from
the receipts of petrol duties received from the Central Government ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Yes.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Do ;overnment admit that this is a case
of double taxation ?

The Hon’ble Khoen Bahadur Maulavi SAYZIDUR RAHMAN: No.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEFE, : When this bridge was built from the tax
realised on account of petrol duty, the people were already taxed. Then again Govern-
ment is taxing the people by collecting tolls from them. In that case how the Hon’ble
Minister can say ‘No’ ? Will he kindly make the position clear ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The question is

want notice of

not clear, Sir. i X _
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  What the hon. Member has urged is this: the
petrol fund is from the taxes realised and as the expenditure was met from that fund,

how do Government realise tolls which amounts to double taxation ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN'; The amount
which was realised from petrol tax went to the central revenue, and this was Govern-
ment money, and no longer a tax paid by the people. o

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The Hon’ble Minister most probably has

My question is this: is it a fact that this bridge was

not understood the question. 1 :
built from the moncy received from the Central Government on_account of petrol duty,

being the share of the Assam Government. If that is a fact, Government cannot tax

acain in the shape of toll. '
8% The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : That is a matter

of argument, Sir.

ut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know if it is the policy of the
Government to discontinue collection of tolls after the total cost has been realised ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : As I said the

will be considered.

question
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Iam not speaking with regard to
Is it the general policy of the Government 3

: ticular bridge.
e I')].?lielciylon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

nswer that question now.

Introduction of free Primary Education in the Province

Srij

I am not prepared

to a

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

%9, Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) Whether they intend to introduce free primary education in e Srovieg

(b) Ifso, when ?
(¢) If not, why not ?
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied : -

. 2.(a) to (¢)—Government are examining the report of the Primary Education
Committee which has recommended introduction of free primary education and the
proposal is under consideration. i

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : May I know when the Committee was
formed ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : The Committee
was formed about three months back.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : May I know who are the members of
the Committee ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Mr. S.C. Roy,
Retired I. E. S., Ex-D. P. 1., Srijut Sarat Chandra Goswami, Retired Inspector
of Schools and Maulavi Solman Chaudhury, Professor o Mathematics, Murarichand
College.

l\g/Ir. BAIDYHNATH MOOKERJEE : When was the report submitted to
Government ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Only last
month. ;

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : May we have some idea as to how long 1t
will take to consider the report ? -

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : The report 1s
being printed now and as soon as the printed copies are available the report will be
considered by Government. I hope very shortly we shall be able to come to some
decision on this matter.

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Are
Government aware of the fact that Mr. S. C. Roy, as the Director of Public In-
struction of Assam, lost the confidence of the Muslims of the Province by his Recreation
Club Scheme ? 7

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Does this
question arise ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question does not arise.

Debt Conciliation Boards in the Province

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked : 7

*3. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a list of Debt Conciliation
Boards in the Province with the names of their respective Chairmen and members ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

3.—A list is laid on the table. : 0

A list of Debt Conciliation Bgards tin Assam with names of their respective
Chairmen and Members
Names of Boards Names of Chairmen and Members

1. Silchar Debt Conciliation 1. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuya, B.L., M.L.A.
Board. {Chairman). : Y
2. Maulavi Mufiz Ali Laskar of Katigora
(Member).

3. Babu Taracharan Deshmukhya, Retired Sub-
Deputy Collector (Member).
4. Mbaulavi Ambarali Laskar of Dayapur (Mem-
er).
5. Babu Haraprasad Das, Hailakandi (Member).
6. Maulavi Md. Yousuff Chaudhury of village
Dhalai, Hailakandi (Member).
7. Maulavi Wazidali Chowdhury of Algapur,
Hailakandi (Member).
2. North Sylhet Debt Concilia- Maulavi Ashraf Ali Chaudhury, B.L., village
tion Board. Silghat, P.O. Dhakadakshin /Chairman).
Babu Biren(_:h‘alal Das, Ex-m.r.c. (Member),
. Dewan Taimur Raja Chaudhury, Honorary
Magistrate (Member).
Maulavi Akmal Hussain, FEx-m.r.c. (Member.)
Maulavi Sheikh Abdur Rahim (Member).

—

w10

o
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Names of Boards Names of Chairmen and Members

6. Babu Kaliprasanna Chaudhury, village Datta-
rail, P.O. Dhakadakshin (Member). ,
7. Khondkar Ojihuddin Ahmed, village Alapur,
. P.O. Goherpur (Member).
3. South Sylhet Debt Concilia- 1. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed, m.L.A. (Chair-
tion . Board. man).
2. Babu Rajkishore Das (Nember). :
3. Babu Girindranath Gupta Chaudhury (Mem-

7

ber).
4. Maulavi Mahiuddin Ahmed Chaudhury (Mem- |
ber).
5. Maulzwi Abdul Khalique Chaudhury, Ex-ML.C. |
(Member).
6. Maulavi Abdul Hanan Chaudhury, village |
Hajipur (Member). |
' 7. Babu Nanda Lall Das ( Member). |
4. Karimganj Debt Conciliation 1. Maulavi Abdul Mayced Chaudhuty, - B.L., |
Board. m.r.c. (Chairman).
2. Khan Sahib Haji Abdul Karim Chaudhury
(Member).
3. Maulavi Manajjir Ali (Member).
4. Rai Sahib Umesh Ch. Dutta (Member).
5. Babu Suresh Ch. Das (Member).
6. Maulavi Abdul Khalique Chaudhuri, B.A.
(Batarashi) (Member).
7. Babu Sasi Bhusan Sen (Masli) (Member). .
5. Habiganj Debt Conciliation 1. Maulavi Abdur Rahman, w.L.A. (Chairman).
Board. 2. Maulavi Syed Shamsuddin Ahmad Chaudhury,
Madhabpur (Member). e -
3. Babu Josodakumar Modak, Sujatpur, Bania-
chang Police Station (Member).
4. Babu Ramanath Das, B.L., Ajmiriganj Police
Station (Member). :
5. Maulavi Syed Khalilure Rahman (Member).
. 6. Maulavi Syed Obeidur Rahman, = Habiganj
' Police Station (Member).
7. Maulavi Abdur Rashid Chaudhury, Kamar-
gaon, Nabiganj Police Station (Member). k
6. Sunamganj Debt Conciliation 1. Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury, ML.A.
Board. ] (Chairman).
9 Maulavi Abdul Hannan Chaudhury (Member).
3 Maulavi Abdul Maksud Chaudhury (Mem- |
ber). .
4. Mau%avi Abu Hanifa Ahmed, B.A. (Member). |
5. Maulavi Abdul Bari Talukdar, Member,. Local §
Board (Member).
6. Babu Jogendra Kumar Chaudhury, FEx-Vice-
Chairman, Municipal Board (Member).
7. Babu Nripendranath Roy, B.A., Retired clerk
: (Member). o
7 (% DII;Uerl Debt Conciliation 1. Khan Sahib Bakshu Mohammad (Chairman).
oard. :
' 9. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmad, B.A. (Member). |
3. Srijut N. N. Roy Mandal (Member). |
4. Md. Kasimuddin Sarkar (Member).
5. Md. Abdus Samad, B.A. (Member).
6. Srijut Bhabendra Chandra Shaha (Member).

8. 'Nalba:;li Debt Conciliation 1. Srijut Prabhat Narayan Chaudhury, B.A.
Board. {Tthairman).

s A i T e o oY
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v ards Names of Chairmen and Members ;
Sl 2. Maulavi Mahabat Ali Mahajan, Nalbari
(Member). 3 :
3. Srijut Pratap Chandra Goswami, Nalbari
(Member).
4. Babu Rameswar Agarwalla (Member).
5. Srijut Hit Ram Chaudhury, Goreswar (Mem-

ber). :
. Maulavi Syed Ahmad, Rangiya (Member).
. Srijut Nilaram Das, Nalbari- (Member).
9. Nowgong Debt Conciliation 1. Maulavi Ubaidur Rahman (Chairman).
Board.

-1

(%]

. Srijut Debendranath -Barua, Retired Revenue
Sheristadar (Member).

3. Maulavi Kafiluddin Ahmad, Mauzadar (Mem-
ber).

- Srijut Chenaram Das (Member).

- Srijut Narendranath Bordoloi (Member).

. Maulavi Abdul Karim, Mauzadar (Member).

Grant of allowance to Sreejukta Girija Bala Gupta :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*4, Will Government be pleased to state— ‘ :

(a) Whether they have recently received *any application from Sreejukta
Girija Bala Gupta of Village Atgaon, P. O. Aloha, District Sylhet,
praying for the grant of allowance on account of the detention of her
elder l;)rothcr and guardi_an Srijut Abala Kanta Gupta as a security
prisoner in the Sylhet Jail ? )

(b) If so, what decision has been made in this matter ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sict MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
4.(a)—Yes. ; > s
(b)—Government see no reason to sanction a maintcnance allowance as Srijut
Abala Gupta has been released from detention. . e

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  Has he been released unconditionally ?

T'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyifl Sttt MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : He has been
asked to live within a certain limit. :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MO_OKII‘JR__ILE;
except the medical men and his relations :

‘ Prhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, it is
not a fact. o

Babu DAKSI—IINARANJA? ?}UPI{ﬁqCHAUDI—IURI : Isitnot a fact that he
has been released on the ground ol health : ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
out the reasons why he has been {‘ﬁlC&SCd from detention,
live in his former place of habitation and as he was sufte
jail be has been given every facility for medical treatm

SN U=

Isita fact that he cannot see anybody

I need not give
but he has been asked to
ring from some disease in the
ent. ;
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Is it fact that he has been given per-
mission to proceed to Calcutta for medical treatment ? !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Ifhe wants to
do so, that permission has been granted to him.

Mr BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  In that case hoy can he earn his live-
lihood ? It is perfectly clear that he 15 very ill. )

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI 2
maintain his family ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM
to which question I should reply, butin eithe

IS hc in a pOSinOn to

MAD SAADULLA: Idon’t know

r case (3 is satisfied that
Mr. Gupta can maintain himself. e g ‘¢ Government is s
Babu K J IAR 5N re o .
Guptaaisuill?AMINI SL ¢ Government satisfed that Mr. Abala

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA

i M\, L.LLA : Surely, Govern-
ment 1s not satisfied that Mr. Gupta should 1 1AD SAADU ;

c 1l].
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] Babu DAK_SHINARZ_\NJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Are Governm
satisfied that he is in a position to maintain somebody else ? -
The Hon’ble N{{lulaw Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Thatis the
report we have got, blr d
i Mr. ISAIDYANAIH MOOKER]JEE : From the answer the position is not
quite _clcar.' The rcpl)_' is that as Mr. Abala Gupta has been relcased the question
of giving assistance to his sister does not arise, because it necessarily follows that he
will be in a position to‘carn money. Now, the Hon’ble Premier says that he is satis-
fied that though Mr Gupta is unwell and cannot work he can maintain his sister.
These two statements arc contradictory. Without taking advantage of my putting
s, will the Hon’ble Premier kindly let us know whether he is satisfied that
f Mr. Abala Gupta is really in straitened circumstances, and requires some

question
Mr. Gupta is under medical trcatment and restrictions

the sister O _
relief from Government, since

and cannot earn anything ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The report

is that Mr. Gupta ifs not bed-ridden, and he can carry on his normal avocation.
Therefore the question of separate maintenance for his sister does not arise.

Mr. BAIDYANATH "MOOKERJEE : Will Government take it from me

an entirely false one and Mr. Gupta is very ill and not

that the report 18 -
ything due to his health ?

at all fit to earn an
Re Administration of Railway and Steamer Companies
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

x5 Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether there is any representativ

3 Railway Board ?

() 1f so, who is he ?
(¢) 1f not, why not ?

e of this Province in the Central

it takes at least 31 hours to

warc that, now-a-days,
to the arrangement

%6, (a) Are Government a
. (a) Calcutta in place *f 24 hours according
2

Gylhet from t
reach Syl 1943, and that it causes hardship to the passengers :
| Government be pleased to state what steps they have taken or

If so, wil ; S
take to remove this hardship ?
(a) will Goverpmcnt be plc_asqd to state w t
in the administration of the Railways with regard to t
say in so far as they relate to the Province of Assam ?
matter ITE0, what are they ?

(b)
overnment be pleased to state w

hether they have got any voice or

intend to
*T, P, D
heir timings or any other

hether they have any voice or say

*8. (a) will G ; : | '

i TR administration of Steamer Companies in so far it relates to this Province ?

in p) If so, what are they ? ‘ |
lavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

The Hon’ble < han Bahadur Mau

5. (a)—No- "
{b —Does not aI‘_lSC.
. (¢)—Does not arise. '
NATH MOOKERJEE: How (¢) does not arise il
AHMAN: In the Central

YA
Me, BATD Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR R
from the Provinces. The

Hon’ble : p
The d, as far as I know, there is no represcntatlon
2

Railway Boar ‘ g
ted from the Central Legislative Assembly.
mcml\J/gS %IXI%]@%%\IATH MOOKERJEE: Am I to understand that the Railway
Authori;;ics pnominate their own members from the Members of the Central Legisla-
2
oh 'ple Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

The Hon
are nominated or elected.
make an enquiry

her they

Whetﬁf. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Will Government

see whether any representation from this Province can be secured in that Board ?
le Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I am certain

The Hon’ble L 3
are no provmcml representatives in that Board.

I do not know

and

there

s

g

-
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Will Government take the initiative

in securing one representation from this Province to that Board ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The question may
be considered. ;

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

6. (a, & (b)—Gevernment have no information, but if such is the case, this is
obviously due to the abnormal conditions caused by the heavy military movements over
which this Government have no control.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Am I to understand that the Government
is entirely satisfied, while using the word “‘obviously”, that there is no other cause for
this delay except military movements ? :

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :° The hon. Mem-
ber himself is a member of the Advisory Committee, and I think it is for him to bring
this question before the Committee.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : In that case, let question No.7 be
answered now, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

1. (a) & (b))—The matters relating to administration of Railways are generally
decided in the meetings of the Local Advisory Committee of Railways on which we
have got our representatives from amongst the Members of the Provincial Legislature.
Besides, sometimes matters like cancellation of Railway timings, closure of stations, etc.,
are decided by the Railway authorities in consultation with this Government.  The
views of this Government are sometimes accepted and sometimes not.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : = Sir, the reply is that the matters relating
to the administration of Railways are decided in consultation with the members of the
Advisory Committee. Thisis an entirely wrong information. I had the privilege of
being a member of the Advisory Committee of both Assam-Bengal and Eastern Bengal
Zones of the Bengal and Assam Railway and I dare say that the reply is not correct.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member is not to start a discussion, but
to put Questions.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am Jjust explaining the remark of
the Hon’ble Minister who said that I was in a better position to place the matter before
the committee. He was cntirely wrong to say that matters relating to administration of
Railways are generally decided in the meetings of the Local Advisory Committee of
Railways. The present-day meetings are farces.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I know from the hon
tioner whether it is not a fact that timings are always placed before the Advisors
of which I had been a member before ? Y

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : It might have been the cas
hon. Member was a member of the Committee. But now-a-days the reco
of the members of the Gommittee are not even taken into consideration
of them are vitally concerned with the travelling public, ’

Dr. C. G. TERRELL: Are Government aware that there are m
for dis-satisfaction with the Railway Administration, and that its inc
extf?nds tc':) inability to protect registered mail packages entrusted t
pilferage : ‘

o m'?c?r(:n I:gg;ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Government have

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Will Government take it fr
considering the matter as it stands, Government have got some duty towards the cjy;
population and that they should not shirk their responsibility on such Unvouc 5 the civil

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: 1 . rll grounds?
to the hon. Members that there is the Economic Advisory Boa.u‘d Wil point oyt

eview monthly the working of the Railways. The 5 are 5 their duty s ¢4
1(; A Board.y g y hon. Member is himself a4 member

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] :
Minister in how many instances the representations o
regarded by the Railway authorities ?

Ques-
Board

¢ when the
mmendationg

though most
any other cauges

Om_p('tence cven
O 1S care from

Om me thay

May I know from the ,
[ the Government have bgﬁncgls‘f
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadu -

i ahadur Maulav R :
off-hand. Many a tim¢ Government r:-u)lrl(-\:- 5:\-\ IDUR RAHMAN: 1 cannot say
+Srijut ROHINI KUMAR (‘IA]AUIL)}i;:]l'III{)IIS have been disregarded.
was made in be course of the last two years :l{r{t ”.\1:1).- [ know if any representation
inconvenience of the public ? =P ing out to the Railway authorities the

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Ma S AN )
! ‘ Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHM
rcprcscntcd this matter. Last time duri . MAN: Only recently we
_ : ; L LG ing the sudget Session whe i
were b{‘qught tOV the noticc of this House we had (:r-1'1‘:'.«[;(mdvnl:-’Tl [l:"- e
authorities but to no effect. ¢ with the Railway
+Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mav Ik T .
with regard to question No.6 ? - May [ know il any representation was made
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHM AN : No
: '?’B_Elhu I’Q_A:\I’Il I If‘L IAR 5':}1. Do the Government consider the desi -abili
prcs(:ntlng this matter sefore the Railway Board 2 > » desirability of

The Hon’ble : 4
in this Hous¢ will be forwarded to the Railway authoritics for sder:
gt b e S A AN
g. (a)—No- ) SRS
b __TDoes not arisc.
+Mr - BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know why there is no representa-

a

tive in the ﬂdrrlinistaé.;irm ;B el
n the A0 Ehan Bahadur Maulavi SAVIDUR RAHMANS AXE X
for the Steamcr (:()lfir.'i?:]‘]i(,‘:_ R RAHMAN:: I'here 1s no

Advisory Commitice 10T
%S A e s ' |
4 e AN/I\ o 115\/‘1()?)[[&[;1{‘) BB ¢ 'I'hereis one I know. I know that there
e rm? t (:ngd ,WhO_ is a Member of the Legislative Assembly from
o T st “m?!fll ;} so that this Province may also be represented ? I hope
inister ViL take my statement to be correct. 1

the Hon’ble M DT : ey
- Hon’ble the SPEAKER : "The hon. Member ought to hav

different way.
ple Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : For the informa-
addressed the

The Hon :

tion of the on. McmECI 35‘;‘35&53}/ that only recently in July last, we

Sreamer Companlt’-s adO:lh ; Ch CSlr_abihty of formation of an Advisory Committee and

we have €c informic O ac there 1s no Advisory Committee [unctioning -at present
:d that they had a Committee in 1931 but that Committee ceased to function ns;

e fiamed this ques-

al
’Sézzirslgs not attended Sb_y many of the members of the C
becam€ unrepresentatlvc. Since then there has been no Advisory Committee formed.
AIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Does it relate to this Province only, or it
that there is no Advisory

includes other, Pfof"mces]as “i‘c“' be We Have qeers informed

Committee s this rcxlrj1 Ykre_ ating to this Province only ? May I request the Honfhig

Minister-in-charge to make a move in the matter s that this Province may be represen-
ne Advisory Committee.

ted and there COKh Bahadur M -
The Hon’ble an DBahadut anlavi SAVIDUR RAHMAN: We -had already

entation to that Committee and we have been informed that no Com-

that TEPTES . ;
made 1 be formed at present. If hon. Members consider the desirability of bring-

coulc . :
sevance © the notice of the Steamer Companies they had better put them-
oh with the Political Secretary of the European Group.

selves in oY NATH
M ]3;9;11)“!6'1:?1 e MOOKER]JEE : Am I to understand that Government is
ove the authorities so that we can have an Advisory Committee and that

- 3 m
not gé)l;,gti:ﬁoed with that reply? J
W ; :
The Hon;gﬁsffigcfjf;gd . Madavi SAYIDUR RAGMAN: If that be e
desire of the DY Ai\T ATH Mé)resem the matter to them again.
+Mr. BAl OKERJEE: 1 think, Sir, that is the desire of the Honse:

E Speech not corrected.

o , PG I AL . B ” X
Khan Bahadur Maula¥i SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The discussion

'ommittee and that they
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Externment of Comrade Lal Mohan Roy from Durlavcherra Area
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

*9. Will Government be pleased to state—

(2) Vhy Cownrade Lal Mohan Roy has recently been externed from Durlav-

3 cherra area in the Subdivision of Karimganj ?

() Whether Government are aware that he has been organising Kisan
Samities and popularising the “‘Grow More Food Campaign’L’ among
the Kisans in that area ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the people of the locality requested the Deputy
Commissioner, Sylhet and the Subdivisional Officer, Karimganj to
remove the ban order on the said Lal Mohan Roy ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the Sarpanch who reported against him
3'?-.qucstg.d the aforesaid officers to let Lal Mohan come back to Durlav-
cherra ? :

(¢) Whether Government propose to remove the ban on him for public
interest ? : '

(/) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

9. (a)—The Deputy Commissioner externed him, being satisfied” that his

propagandist activities in this area were prejudicial to the peace. :

(b)—He organized an office of the Kisan Sabha at Durlavcherra, but  there
is no evidence that he made any effort in the “Grow More Food Campaign®.

(¢) and (d)—Government are informed by the Deputy Commissioner that he
can find nothing on record on these points.

(¢) and ( f)—Government sce no reason to interfere. They are satisfied that
the Deputy Gommmissioner would not have taken action against this individual,

had his activities been healthy.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Isitafact that he was asked to remove the

Kishan Sabha office ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That is not sd,

Sir.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Isita fact that the people of the locality asked
the Deputy Commissioner to keep him in that area ? They represented this to him
when he went to that area on the 27th April. :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: As I have
already answered, Government are informed by the Deputy Commissioner that there is
nothing on record on this point. X -

(Starred questions Nos. 10, 11, 12 and 13 were not put and answered as the
Questioner Maulavi Amjad Ali was absent.)

Shaistaganj-Habiganj Branch of the Bengal and Assam Railway

tMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :
#14.(a) Are Government aware that since Assam was freed from the apprehen-
sion ol enemy attack, sufficient spare rails from Hills section were available ?
(b) Tsita fact that the operation in Shaistaganj-Habiganj Branch of the
Bengal and Assam Railway has been stopped for the saving of rails ?
(¢) Do Government propose to take necessary steps to restore the Shaistaganj-

Habiganj Branch of the Bengal and Assam Railway very soon ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

14.(a) —The Government have no such information.

'_I'I\.I_aulmri Abdur Rahman Dbeing ahsent, Mr. Baid,\’&lnlh Mookerijee put e question o
authorisation, )
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())—No. The materials available by dismantling the line were r ir

e Railwa)y e l'u.r i w;,I-kll‘[l:(];\ljﬁ:;,'lf‘) dismantline the line were required by
W (¢)—The Railway being a federal subject, the Government off Assam is not in a

position to ta]fc any steps to restore the line. But the Railway Board is being n;-

qucstcd.by th_ls Government to take up the question ol its restoration ::nler aliz in

connection with the proposed Post-War Reconstruction Scheme on Railways.

e Extension of the Town area of Habiganj

e

tMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

* 15. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the present total population of
Habiganj Town (Municipal arca) ¥
(b)) Arc Government awarc that thce town arca

has become cextremely con-

—

gested ?

(c) Isita fact that from some times past there had been epublic agitation |
and representations werc made to Government for taking nccessary steps to extend the
town area by bridging the Khowai river ? |
(d) Do Governiment proposc to take necessary steps in the matter now ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CI IAKRAVARTY replied:

15. (a)—11,850 according to 1941 Census. ;
B —Yes ; but this is so with regard to many towns in Assam at present. '

(c) & (d)—A deputation waited on the then Hon’ble Minister of Local Self-
n’ble Khan Sahib Mudabbir Hussain Choudhuri) in 1939 asking for
Municipal Board was asked to

Government (Ho
It is for the Municipal

a loan to construct & bridge over the Khowai. The
apply for a loan from Government but they have not done so.
Board to take initiative in this matter.

Outbreak of Cholera at Gauhati

DARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

Mr. KE
*16. Wil Government be pleased to state— -
(a) The number of persons attacked with Cholera at Gauhati in August |,
1944 ?
The number of persons who died of Cholera at Gauhati in that month ?
the discase ?

(¢) The steps taken by Government to check )
( Whether Government are aware that Cholera broke out at Gauhati due to

d
) unfiltered water supply ?
The HOn’blc Miss MAVIS DUNN I'Cpli(:d . ’i

16. (a)——-62.

by—21L. . : ,
((6))"’(1) Removal and treatment of cases at Emigration Hospital whenaver
pOSSIbIc' (2 Disinfection of the affected houses. ‘
all sorts. |

3) Closure of public eating houses of )
ccine in aflected areas of the town.

(4) Mass inoculation with Cholera Va
(d)———NO- The Municipality supplied filtered water.

Re Present Director of Public Ing,truction, Assam
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :
E 3

17. Will Governtnehit be pleased to state— ’ .
The qualifications of the present Director of Public Instruction, Assam ?
d for filling up the post ? I

P

(6) The minimum qualifications require

Maula.vi Abdur Rahman  being] absent, Mr. Baidyanalh Mookerjee  put the question on

T: L
au,*grisatlon 5
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(¢) Whether the post was advertised belore making the appointment ?
() Whether the selection was made throush the Public Service Commission ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

17.{a)—Fakhrul Muhaddesin, passed Calcutta Madrassa Title Exdination and
B.A. with distinction.

(b)—There are no minimum qualifications laid down.
(¢)~—No.
((1)—---Yt‘s. L

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: As regards (4), Sir, if no minimum qualification is
fixed for filling up this highest post of the Education Department, then can anybody
and everybody be appointed as Director of Public Instruction ? '

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The post of
Director of Public Instruction was formerly held by a member of the Indian Educa-
tional Service only. But since the retirement of Mr. S. C. Roy we have written to
the Secretary of State to dereserve the post for the members of the Assam Educational
Service. So anyone and everyone cannot become Director of Public Instruc-
tion.

Maulavi MABARAK ALT :—Sir, is it not necessary to fix the minimum qualifica-

. tion for the post of Director of Public Instruction ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: No, Sir, it is not
necessary; because only the members of the Assam Educational Service can aspire to
become Director of Public Instruction and there is a minimum qualification laid down
for recruitment to the Assam Educational Service. =

tSrijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is not an under-graduate eligible for
this post ?

IEl‘hc Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :—Probably not,
Sir,

TS[‘ile’, ROHINI KU l\’l.‘\]{ (‘nl‘IAUI)I‘lUE{I TH-If 110 undcr..graduatc 18 Cligib]e for
this post, I may tell the Hon’ble Minister of Education that in the Assam Educational
Service there is an Assistant Inspector ol Schools who is not a graduate.

The Honble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I can assure
the House, Sir, that in the present cadre of this Service there is no under-
graduate.

+Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Is
it not a fact, Sir, that the previous Director of Public Instruction, Mr. H. N. Sen
was a member of the Assam Educational Service ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir, he was,

tKhan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Ifso, is
not the present Director of Public IHS_U‘UCtiOH entitled to hold the post of Director of
Public Instruction who was previously a member of the same Educational
Service ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir,
he is.

TSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ts it not a fact, Sir, that the present
Assistant Inspector of Schools in the Assam Valley Circle is an under-graduate ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This question does not arise out of the answers
given to the question about the post of Director of Public Instruction.

TSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My hon. Friend the Minister-in-
charge has said that anybody from the Provincial Educational Service can be appointed
and cligible for the post of Director of Public Instruction. But how is it that the
present Assistant Inspector of Schools appointed by the present Hon’ble Minister of
Education, is an under-graduate !

; The Hon’ble Khan Bahadtllr N(ij}ulfwi SAC‘S](IDUR RAHMAN: The Assistant
nspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle is in Class 1T of " - -
There is no under‘-\g‘m’duate in Class 1 ol Assam Educatjogi Assam Educational Service.

FSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT.
Minister of ducation to lay down a minimum
post of Director of Public Instruction ?

al Service.
> May I request the Hon’ble
qualification for future entrants for the

TSpeech not corrected. s
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5 The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : That will be done,
Sir.
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Asregards (¢) and (d), Sir, why was not the post
advertised ? '
. T'he I.-Ion’}{lc Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: It is a question
of promotion, Sir.
Appointment of Mass Literacy Officer

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :
*#18. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The special qualifications of Maulavi Abdul Gofur Chaudhury, Sub-
Inspector of Schools, Sunamganj, for his being appointed  as Mass Li-
teracy Officer ?

(b) Whether the said post was advertised belore the appointment was made ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

18. (a¢,—He is a B. A,, B. T. and Government considered him suitable lor this post .

in view of his long experience and good record in the scrvice.

(6)—No.
Replacement of retailers by Co-operative Stores

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

act that order has

#19. Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a |
ative Stores

recently been passed by Government to replace all retailers by CGo-oper
for the supply of essential commodities to consumers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD, SAADULLA replied :

19.—No.
Import of rice into Assam Valley

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked:
*920. Will Government be pleased to refer to the Press Note, dated the 24th June
arc in the course ol despatch from North

1944, to the cffect ‘“Thousands of tons of rice ) -
‘11 continue to import rice to the detri-

Bengal to Assam Valley......... Government wi
ment of the interests of cultivators and consumers alike, ete.”, and be pleased to state—

(a) Whether this statement is correct 2

(b) If not, who are the persons or person responsible for making the statement ?
(c) The action, if any, taken by Government against those persons iy

(d) The actions, if any, taken by the Central Government or by the Bengal
Government either directly or through Central Government against the

Assam Government ?
#2]1. Will Government be pleased to state— .
(a) Whether it is a fact that a notice to show cause why the contract for pur-
chasing rice and paddy for the Government  will not be cai_lcelled, was
recently issued upon the Surma Valley Rice Purchasing Syndicate ?
(b) If so, whether the said Syndicate has submitted any explanation ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

20.(a)—Yes, at the time it was mad
: e.
{i})) &T(ﬁ)~—DD not arise.
—The Bengal Government is ; saying  that 1t we t an
export but onlv a loan. sued a press note saying it “was Hole

]

R —
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FMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  As regards question No. 20, Sir, what was
the correct position then, and the statement was made by whom—the Assam Govern-
ment or the Bengal Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The correct
position was that on account of the invasion of Assam by the Japanese army, people
in the sclling arcas of rice became panicky and did not bring forward rice for sale, and
as Assam Government required immediately sufficient supply of rice, we asked the
Bengal Government to send us  their surplus and allow that surplus to be exported to
Assam which in due course would be paid by Assam.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: The statement, as the reply goes, was
made by the Bengal Government and that it was a case of loan. But so far as the
Press Communique of our Government is concerned it was not a case of loan. My
question is whether the Assam Government’s statement is correct or that of the
Bengal Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHANMAD SAADULLA : The position is,
we asked for the surplus rice to be brought into our Province. It is not a case of
import by Bengal, but import by Assam which the Bengal Government was to be paid.
This Press note was issued at the time when final negotiation™ had not been reached
with Bengal whether they would accept money or they were to be paid in kind. -

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Did the Government contradict the defi-
nite statement that it was the casc of a loaun ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Itwas definite

that it was a case ol temporary loan. bl
+Mr. BAIDYANATH ;\!OOI\I.‘,R“] l;_lf.: But am I to understand that Bengal
Government took advantage ol it and tried to vilify our Government, Sir 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.

Maulavi MABARAK ALL: Is it not a fact that a surplus stock is still lying in the
Surma Valley Districts ? i ¥

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Does the hon.
Member mean the stock in the hands of the Government agents or the stock in the
hands of the cultivators ¢ If the latter, itis ‘yes’,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: What was the attempt made by the Govern-
ment to get rice and paddy .lrommthc cultivators, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The Assam Govern-
ment’s procurer of rice in the Assam Valley is Messrs. Steel Brothers. They have been
operating since September 1942 and are purchasing all the surplus that is brought
to the marketing centres by the cultivators or by- the middlemen . They buy it,
stock it and despatch to the places wherever required by the Army. As I mentio-
ned, the position in certain areas at the time when the Press mnote was
issued was that no rice and paddy came to the market and that the people did not
like to sell their surplus of rice and paddy.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Was any att ade to bring rice
from stocks of the Surma Valley Agents to Assam Vall}eya? e 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We have been
making many attempts to procure the cntire surplus from the S{n'ma Valley and
supply it to the Army and to b.rmg to the deficit areas in the Assam Valley but the
Railway administration is standl{?g in the way or rather the Regional Priority'COmmL
ttee who have the final say Inarrangement of transport is vetoing this and no rice
can be .bookecl from the Surma Valley into Assam Valley throuch the Hill Section of

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know, Sir, what was the idea when the
Government of Assam'approa(‘,hed the Government of ’Bcn "11 [l'm‘ the supply of rice
and whether they applied to the Bengal Government (g rr(i‘ rice on purchase basis
or by way of loan ? What was the original proposal ? o P

“The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Slt‘ MUHAMMAD 'SAADULLA . We simply asked
the Bengal Government that the rice should Immediately be made a.vai]able, tlory it was
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rcqmrf;d -Iur Military (_:(msum]_)[iun and the question whether it should be paid for
was left for subsequent ncgotiation. -

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :

Press with a statcment at that time

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULLA: In order to
encourage people who hold surplus stock in the Assam  Valley, to bring it to the
market. If they held it back, we would be compelled to bring from outside.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Could it not be done carlier before the stock
was obtained from Bengal ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMNMIAD SAADULLA :  Our agents were

rocuring svery day of the weck and all on a sudden, the Japanese invasion of Naga

Hills took place and the people  became panicky and so they could not bring rice o
the market. ‘ N

+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKLER]JEL : Then
threaten the hoarders of the Assam Valley ?  Was that the idea ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It was to keep

the morale of the pcople and to encourage them to usc their surplus stock to best
advantagc.
TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :

whether they saw the editorial comments of several Newsp:

this and blaming ?

What was the object of hurrying to the

was ~the Press note issued to

Will Government be pleased  to state
ipers of Calcutta regarding

this Government ¢
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid
Mookerjec can give me the name ol the papers
in the particular day [ cannot answer that.
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Isitnota fact, Sir, that the Government of
Bengal was asked to supply rice for Military necessity o
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

correct, Sir.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MU HAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Unless Mr.
and the editorials which appeared

It is perfectly

21. (a)—Yes, on Messrs. E. B. & A. Commecrcial Syndicate.

(b)—Yes. : _
TMr. BAIDYANA'"I‘H M()OI{ERJEE:
MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: There was a

an action ? ) )
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
ht from the people and not paying

complaint that this Syndicate was taking over-weig
the actual price as notified by Government.

T Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, may I know what reply the Govern-
ment received from the Syndicate ? ) ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, the Syndi-
cate brought their explanation to show that the rice I'Qr which they had_ charged a
higher rate to Government was purchased in December 1943, when the price was not
fixed by the Assam Government. The whole matter was thoroughly gone into by
myself and M . Marar and we allowed only a small sum of Rs. 30,000 on that account
and we did not allow them to charge the higher rate for the quantity that was not
taken delivery in their godown in December. - ‘ . ] ;

TSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Isitnota la_?t, Sir, that rice sells in
Sylhet markets at a cheaper rate than the ordinary market rate : o

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid 5ir MUHAMMAD S_AA_DULL/} : My Friend has
rather put the question in a rather distorted way. If his question Is that rice 18
available in Sylhet market at a price lower than the controlled price fixed by the
Government, the answer is ‘Yes.’

tSrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Do not the Goverment agents sell
at a price lower than the controlled rage ? '

" The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The control

price is for the consumer and the Syndicate purchases rice and paddy sometimes below

that price.

May I know what was the reason for such

{Speech not corrected.



-~ o - -

e -i.._:-.‘_'.-‘

T R RS -

1944] QUESTIONS 709
Babu DAKS{IINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Was the Government

satisfied that the sellers were receiving a fairly reasonable price ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: So far as we
could see from the vouchers they did receive a fairly reasonable price.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Has any complaint
reached the Hon’ble Premicr or the Government with regard to the manipulation of
these vouchers ? ; _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Satyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Various ru-
mours are afloat and 1 have received complaints in my last tour in the Sunamganj
arca. I have taken up the matter in hand and it is under enquiry.

t3rijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Isit a fact that the rice supplied
through Government agents is sold at the controlled rate, whereas the rice not sold
through Government agents is sold at a lesser rate than the controlled rate ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA’: Not so, Sir.

+Maulavi MABARAK ALI: What was the charge against the Syndicate ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That has
alrcady been replied.  The charge was that they sold at a higher rate than at what
they bought.

TMaulavi MARABAK ALI: May I know whether the matter was enquired into
by Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have already

replied to that.

Shortage of stocks of essential commodities in the Surma Valley Supply
Agency

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

”
*#29 Will Government be pleased to state—-
a) Whether it is a fact that there is a heavy shortage of stocks of essen (i
4 mudities in the Surma Valley Supp]y}Agcncy“? tessential com-
(b) 1f so, what steps have been taken by Government in this matrer 2
*#23.(a) How many maunds ol salt were imported by Government in (he P
since 1st April, 1944 up to _]ully, [1_‘)4';1' ?
b) How many maunds ol salt were in Government st immed;:
(b) s il s A‘)f])l"ll, 1044 ? stock Immediately before
(¢) The normal requirements of salt in the Province ?
(d) How many mauuds of salt were sent to Karimganj subdivision b
ment since 1st April, 1944 to 31st Tulv, 1944 ? )
(¢) The normal monthly requirements of salt in the Karimganj subdjvis;
*24.(a) Whether it is a fact that some special permits to import salt in t}wbl)on ?
of Assam have heen granted to some whole-sale dealers ? et
(6) 1f so, what are the names of the whole-sale dealers ?

rovince

GOVcr n-

rovingce

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied -

: 22.(a)~~No. Supply of essential commodities allotted to -
fa]r]y regu]arly.
+M (6)—Does not aris‘t}.
r. C. W. MORLEY : May I know whether essenti: . e
tard oil also ? _ ssential commoditieg include muys.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
not inciuded among the controlled articles. * Mustarg oil is

ig : :
COmlng in

TSpeech not corrected. = BRI
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Maulavi MABARAK ALT: I
‘ MABAR/ 1 Is the reply - ’
(a) tr-‘]?}t T.h;;{ Hui"ilJiY is coming f'rnm5 (lf[ulrr:II)Lrtx'lf:’l thig Blign'bla: Bnamaiet 10 L SHe s 5
. lc —( 2 = .\'I( < 1 .'." 7"" '- ¥ :
2.3 on’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The reply 15

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Si

23_(@).__2:2_8)381 e ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
(b))—i_.:)‘),?.ﬂ? mds.5 srs. 11 ch.
(¢)—Approximately 1,20 200 5., Per
7500 mds. y 1,20, mds. per month.
(¢)—Approximately 6,000 mds. per

- FOX1 cly 6, Is. per month.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are Government aware ol the critical

of salt ?

position of the people in view of the paucity
I'he Hon ble ;}/‘II;;%]-!:‘“;{ Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The ])()silion was
iere was an acute shortage of imported articles.  Dut that puriud is

very very acute.

over. 3 » - ;5
u DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is there suflicient supply

Bab
of salt now 2 ,
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes
The stock position of salt of Karimganj.i8

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:
still very precarious. The surplus stock of salt there Tl s s menth ool
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Ny );fcport is that

every town has got two months’ surplus stock. ,
Bal‘)u R/}I’:I”\:DR!\ .-\‘_A l‘” K:\ll)'!'l’YA: In our calculation of the monthly require-
ment ol salt for Karimganj Subdivision and the Government supply ol it, 1 find that
there is only one month’s surplus therc ’ ’
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
hon. Member’s view. .
Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI:
a of salt to each subdivision ?
The Government

pulicy in grantinf_j the quot ;
) ‘ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
hut also to sce that each subdivision

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That may be the

What is the Government

The Hon i
policy is not merely to give the guaranteed quota
least three months’ stock in hand and on that basis they are importing salt at the

has at

rate of 1,35,000 rr}:lurlds per mor.th.
Babu RA13_I§JDR‘/\_ NATH ADITYA: May I bring to the notice of Government

that K arimganj Subdivision !)ms been suffering much for want of salt and that it shoul

get sufficient quantity of it ?
get St e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I will remember

my hon: Friend’s request.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is any quota given for cattle ?
Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The quota fixed

nd in arriving at that figure the require-

Tihe )
by Government Per adult is } seer per month a
f cattle of @ family has also been taksn into consideration
cAteFa dac AT wEFE S EEacl

Maulana £ BDUL HAMID KHAN :
71 TA—VAFCAT AT A 20 Sl ETF AR 571 % sfselcIeb

e Azl supply
Ffarad !
MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

SEdk

o The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
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. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
QI fir wize | 321 9% 404 Beld T 22ANCE | -
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN : = s afzl F@ ©RE
@ery o Siata agd aima afam SrEE T =T |
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
T e w4 @Al Wz gE At 1 G| e v e 39 facts and
1gures foqy “wid FfaCT AIT 2
Maulana ABD. L HAMID KHAN : wwnqackm  Afsffs i aifa
A big g1 mae aoteE Arers 85 10E & FiEMm fFwted cEeFa 70 AR wiimie
U @3 catce Aol 20 Sl @it AR A F= ssdacs  RgEr SRS et
TG T v ‘ ,
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
N Girepy AtczacE afEess T Ao @FTF AT 2 e FfEm G_9 frte @A
i fom e frofim wies =acdd 9o 20T O Arorw o=y qedz a9 =l Sk
T sy > oA wiam Aad @ Al aME—27 O Fret Fices | edq 7d e
290 wifirecs Wa: AwcA A9 ARCSR | CE Atz @ Afrergd @@ & S A
NS taely cwer orpt wfs faepen FEMA 3
NIaul_L{um ABDUIIJ HAMID KHAN @ agdeaes & e w7 @ F1od
S e wastEig At G AMCFB: FM wfs $os yren @2 A9d @
Flares s :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.  Further supplementaries to-morrow.
£k Adjournment Motions
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now, I have got notices of 22 Adjournment
Motions. I am afraid, 1 cannot take up these Motions to-day ; they will stand over
T et po
(1)\121\(\?1 ri“;-;r.n to announce the Message from His Excellency the Governor regarding
allotment of days during the present Sesston :—

=

-
£

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE COI\'[}\’l\UNIGA_‘TING ALLOTMENT OF DAYS FOR
THE PRESENTATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF
EXPE_\EDITURE TFOR 1944-45

““For the purposes ol section 81 1"33@ f‘”th sections 78, 79 and 80 of the Government
of India Act, 1935, and in pursuance of 1Iulcs 18(1), 18(2)(a) and 19 of the Assam
Legislative Assembly (Govcrnol"‘s) R.ulc]s, I :Af}T(l"f?‘V Gourlay Clow, hereby appoint the
following days, for.the presentation & .L{SML‘?-:’IM“’C Assembly, of the Supplementary
Statement of Expenditure for the y.cal\? iy ]'D and for the subsequent stages thereo
in the Legislative Assembly during 115 1 Oi)f:n’f ber S_esswn, 1944, namely :—

Friday, the 10th November resentation of

i : the Su Statement
ey | % of Expenditure, pplementary
Saturday, the 11th NOVCIT]I)C{' o TothE A D
E}aturday, the 18th November P]acinr:g of emands for Supplementary Grants.

T . 2 ember ] the - : e of
uesday, the 21st Nov authorised exp authenticated Schedul

enditure j : e Supple-
. _mf:‘l'!tal‘y Demands for é;la?tha'lc_:)(:.nltg&ﬁl%' Eh
This order shiall be subject to Ty FEVIRCR, i necessary | from time to time.
Shillong. “ A. G. CLOW,
The 15t November, 1944. " Govérnor.”

- Private Memberg’ .
Allotment of days for 11 Speake:ls Business by the Hon’ble

The Hon’ble the SPF‘.AKE&L.;L an’ MY Statement regarding Private Members’
Business for November Session, 1944. 0 pu‘[su‘?“‘lﬁ‘ of Rule 17 of the Assam Legislative
Assembly Rules, I hereby allot, 10 CoSultation \yigp the Hon’ble Prime Minister,
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the following days for Private Members’ Business during the present Session of the
Assam Legislative Assembly :—
Monday, the 13th and 20th ... 1. Private Members® Bills.
November
Tuesday, the 14th November ... ] 2. Private Members® Motions and Resolutions.
This order shall be subject to my revision, if necessary, from time to time.

Statement regarding Course of Government Business

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  With your per-
mission, Sir, I desire to make a statement about the course of Government Business
during this Session.

2. The Government Business which is to be taken up to-day and to-morrow is shown
in the agenda, a copy of which has been placed on cach Member’s table. T need not
detail it again. If the Motion for taking the Assam Sales of  Motor Spirit  and Lubri-
cants Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1944 into consideration is accepted by the House
either to-day or to-morrow we proposc (i) that this Bill be considered clause by clause
and (i7) passed, on the 16th and 17th November.

3.°On the 16th and 17th November, 1944 we also proposc to move the Motion for con-
sideration of the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Appropriation
Accounts for 1942-43 and then to move for approval of the excess expenditure, if any,
recommended by the Committee.

On these days we also propose to take up the following
(1) Motion regarding approval of the scheme lor the procurement

Government Business :—
and distribution

: i £
o C?g;uén(;-;siggl?zﬂsion ol the (lrai't_ amcn'(lmcnts to the Assam Legislative  Assembly
Rules, item by item, and Motion for their adoption. |

If the House allows, wc als? p;‘c%plosc&m nnlmrlulcsc}:dz&nd mo

i ing Bills on the 17th November, 4 — )
derat(lfn 'i};ﬁ:ﬁ:sl;)a‘:n Eegislativc Chambers (Members’ Emol.umt:‘nts) Bill, 1944,

(2) The Assam Ministers’® (Salarics and Allowances) Bill, 1944.

(3) The Assam Speaker’s Salary Bill, 1944.

Others we propose to take them up on the 18th. ) ) i

4. On the 18th November, we proposc to move for taking 1nto consideration of th?
amendments made by the Assam Legislative Clouncil on the A‘:bﬁ.l'ﬂ ARCVG:mf(; Tnbunlah
Bill, 1941 and if this is accepted by the House, we proposc to [,d, Lle ‘ult)' Ag‘dén‘ (}*;n t]u.
23rd for consideration of further amendments, if anv, to the amendments made by the

am Legislative Council. ph kg ey B =3

AS;. If th% Motions for consideration of (1) the Assam Legislative Llhaf_nbms (1\/_Ielmbt,isL

Emoluments) Bill, 1944, (2) the Assam Ministers’ (Salarics and Al ““vdnCCS)l Bill, 194¢

and (3) the Assam Speaker’s Salary Bill, 1944, arc passed by the }'Ilogse on the 'l7tl; or

18th November we propose to take up the Bills clause by clause and to move that they
the 23rd November, 1944. L) ‘ _ !

o p\aﬂlfszeglssnpm?)osnrm ta(]):: 11,1]’) ﬂn’y unforeseen and unfinished Government Business

on that day.

ve for taking into consi-

: 5 Iy Rules, I nomi-

‘he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Under rule 112(1) of the Assembly Rules, I nomi-
natc’{}l;l: following Members to constitute a Committee on Petitions relating to Bills for
the current Session of the Assembly :—

1. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.

2. Dr. G. G. Terrell.

3. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri.

4. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin. . .

Under the rules, the Deputy Speaker will be the Chairman of the Committee.

Committee of Petitions relating to Bills
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House Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Under rule 126 of the Assembly Rules, I nominate
the following Members to constitute a House Committee for the current Session of the
Assembly :—

Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid Chaudhury,

Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya,

Mzr. Jobang D. Marak,

Srijut Surendra Nath Buragohain,

Srijut Beliram Das, =
Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

UL s W o —

Message regarding Assent to certain Bills

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : I am naming the Bills to which His Excellency the
Governor has given his assent. ' _

Information has been received [rom the Secretary to His Excellency the Governor
of Assam that. under the provisions of section 75 of the Government of India Act,’ 1935,
His Excellency the Governor has assented to the following Bills which were passed by
both Chambers of the Assam Legislature :—
. The Assam Nurses’, Midwives’ and Health Visitors® Registration Bill, 1942.
. The Assam Finance Bill, 1944. y
. The Assam lLocal Board Elections (Emergency) Provisions Bill, 1944.
The Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1944,
. The Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1944.
. The Assam Dadans Bill, 1944, '

Condolence Motions

[ i SR

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
before we take up the rest of the items in the agenda of our discussion to-day,
I have got a meclancholy duty to perform in referring to the death of one of
our colleagues in this House, wiz., late Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain. I think
it is but meet and proper that we, the Members, do record our sense of sorrow at
the untimely death of our colleague and also send a copy of our condolence to the
bereaved family. E Jiete

Srijut  Joges Chandra Gohain was the scion of a noble Ahom family,

i - X Rl ~
Who arc connected with the last Rulers of Assam before British occupation in 1826,
€ was a gentleman, simple but sincere and in him we have lost a valuable colleague.
And, though he did not take much part, on account of ill health, in the debates
of this House, he was zcaluus‘ to saleguard the interests of his own community and
he spared no pains to bring to my notice the claims of his community, the
Ahom. j

Originally he “had cast his allegiance to the great longress Party, but later on,
at the pressure of public opinion of his own community, joined the group of four
Ahom Members, who were not attached o any party but had been supporting the
causc of good administration of the Province wherever occasion had arisen.

I, therefore, propose, Sir, that the House do record their sense of sorrow at
the sad and untimely death of such a Member and that we authorise you to send
a letter of condolence to the bereaved family.

; Ib.r‘{]ut IJAl\bHLb\Al{ BOIQOOAII . .J.\/Il. bpcai«.u, bll, I on behalf of the Pa]'ty
© which T have the honour to belong associate myself with what has been said b
the Hon’ble Premier. TLate Mr es th whe as bee y
ne Hon’ble Premier. Late Mr. Joges Chandra Gohain joined politics early in
1921 and since then he_was an ardent Congress Member C .

to thi : '~ 5 er. In 1937 he was elected

s Assembly as a Clongress Member and in 1941, {5 ;
the C i B s " » lor reasons of his own, he left
N ongress Party and joined the? Ahom grony A i
Mr. Gohai r : : 50 aladed 0 s hon. Members know late

r. Gohain was a man ol amiable disposition 4 q !
lively interest in all national causes both inside 1. 2 Pericct gentleman who took
. i nside the Congress and outside. Sir, in
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P ——

him Assam has lost a true patriot and Assam is really poorer to-day bv his untimely
death. Personally speaking, I have lost in him a true friend and his loss is a put‘sona‘l
lO?S to me. With thesc w.()r(ls, [ whole-heartedly associate mvself with what has been
said by the Hon’ble Premier and support his Motion expressing condolence  at the
untimely death of Mr. Gohain. p i i
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of
the party to which I belong, I most sincerely associate myself with what has been
said about late Mr. Joges Chandra Gohain by the previous speakers I used to
know Mr. Gohain since his College days. One particular trait that impressed me
Mr* Gohain acted in all circumstances according to his conscience.
Whether he was a student or a public man he never hesitated to act as he thought
fit. Itis therefore no wonder that although he was a Congress man prncticaﬁlly
throughout his life, at onc time, because he did not agree with the principles of |
the Congress Party, he resigned from that  party. What he  thought right he had ¢
stuck to that throughout without any fear of frown or favour. As I said he always I

acted according to his conscience.

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN
heartedly associate myself with what has been said by the Hon’ble Premicr regarding
the demise of our hon. colleaguec Mr. Joges Chandra Gohain. Mr. Gohain died in
harness. His was a carccr rarc in many ways. e was a public man for quarter
of a century and he had been a political sufferer. He broke his health carly in his
public life due to the amount of work he had put in bt:'hind the cause he loved so
dearly. Mr. Gohain served the causc of the people of this Province and of his commu-
“nity very ably and as best as he could. His death has bcen very widely mourned
all over the country and deeply orieved by the membets of the Ahom community
whose uncrowned king he was till the day of his death. .\Vuh these words, 1
assoclate myself with what has been said by the Hon’ble Leader ol the House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, it has been pointcd out that I have Ullil.ll.CI']LIUIlll_“)’ «,.nmt‘tc(l to mention the
death of another politiciun of Assam late Maulavi Al)dur_[{ush!d Qh:u:dln_,lry who was
a Member of the Central Assembly.  We had a convention not o mention or rccr_n‘d
our sorrow at the death of a Member of another Assembly. But it escaped my notice
that late Maulavi Abdur Rashid Chaudhury was a Member of the predecessor of
this House till 1937. Therefore, I request the hon. Members through you, Sir, t0
record their sense of sorrow at the death of this representative of Assam in the Central

Assembly and convey our sorrow to the bereaved [amily.

most is this

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I whole-

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: In this connection, I beg to mention the name
of late Khan Bahadur Nuruddin Ahmed who expired 1n April, last. He was born in
1854 in an ordinary family, but by sheer force of character and intellectual integrity he
occupied a prominent place in public life. He was not only 2 pro minent member of

‘the bar but a prominent Member of the last Council. He was held in high cstecm by
ted a gap in the public life of

all sections of the people and his death has rcally crea gap o, e po
Nowgong which it will be very difficult to fill up in the near lll[t‘l,ll‘“(;l.l Sir, his heart was
large, his mind was broad. There was not a single crg:;'aunsat;pﬂl cln the welfare of the
people of Nowgong which did not recewve his sympathetic 110121 IOnly about 3 days
previous to his death though he was practically cqnﬁncd tO] ed he could not but
preside over a public function which was held for the csta blishment of a College at
Nowgong. His motto of lifc was the service to his country. 'IndC_Cd when his death was
known to the people, all sections of the people thronged his residence to have a darsan
of and pay homage to the departed leader and his funeral procession was largely attend-
ed by all sections. I hope this Assembly should send a letter of condolence to the

bereaved family. ;
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,

Sir, I whole-heartedly support Mr. Bora’s Mot jon and I also associate myself with what

B v

N B o )
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he has said in this matter. We should condole the death of late Khan Bahadur Nurud-
din Ahmed. He was, if I remember aright, a Member of the predecessor of this House
in 1926a nd also in later years.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : I also associate myself with what has been
said by the Hon’ble Premier aboutthe two departed souls and I whole-heartedly
support the Motion of the Hon’ble Premier regarding expression and .conveyance of

condolence to the bereaved families.

The Hon'’ble the SPEAKER : I also associate myseif with these expressions
of condolence on the deaths of Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain, Maulavi Abdur
Rashid Chaudhury and Khan Bahadur Nuruddin Ahmed.

By the death of Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain this Province and this House
have certainly Jost an ardent worker for the cause of the country. He l}ad
been a Member of this House since 1937 and although I had no occasion
to know him intimately I did nevertheless acquire a very good impression
about him from what T saw of him on the floor of the House all these
years. As a man of amiable disposition he endeared himself to all sections of
the House. From what has been said by the hon. Members it appears that his
public career began long long ago, and all these years he served this Province
and his community to the best of his ability and according to his
cience. That is certainly a great thing that can be said about a deceased, and
the House certainly loses a Member whose place may be difficult to be filled up so
adequately.

Maulavi Abdur Rashid Chaudhury was very well known to me. On many
occasions 1 associated mysell with him intimately in connection with various

The Ponn’bh: Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
9 faqea steet” TIeh 99t Az |

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN : «% fysr@ gufaw aiiests Provin-
cial Committee 2313 @ Ti<fe F=1 23ty Stm =TT 204t 757 AtSAiceT < 7 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
aF A41T 229 9ifT T3 A | :

*SHORTAGE OF STOCKS OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES IN THE SURMA VALLEY SUPPLY
AGENCY

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked:
*23. (¢) How many maunds of salt were imported by Government in the frrovince since lst April,
1944 upto July, 1944 ? :
(6) How many maunds of salt were in Government stock immediately before the Ist April,
1944 ?
(¢) The normal requirements of salt in the Province ?
(d) How many maunds of salt were sent to Karimganj Subdivision by Government since lst
April, 1944 to 31st July, 1944 ? )
(¢) The normal monthly requirements of salt in the Karimganj Subdivision ?
*24. (a) Whether it is a fact that some special permits to import salt in the Province of Assam have
been granted to some whole-sale dealers ?
() If so, what are the names of the whole-sale dealers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
23. (a)—2,26,381 mds. 22 srs. '
(6)—1,59,287 mds. 5srs. 11 chs,
(¢)—Approximately 1,20,200 mds. per month.
(d)—1,500 mds.
(e)—Approximately 6,000 mds. per month,

cons-
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; -
ma.t'cctrskof} 1puhhc importance. He was a gentleman  of  brord outlook ~ with
unmistakable patriotic fervour. His public life was full of useful activities. With the

death of s = Provi :
eath of such a man the Province has lost a hardencd worker in the cause of the

country.
Khan Bahadur Nuruddin Ahmed wa

whtig Ik was ai;so }?: Member of that Legislature for somec UmMCE, and -from what
cou1 now o} im 1 formed a very high opinion about him. He was
gentleman 11 the truest _sense of the term with a large heart and always anxious
to do his best for the Province and his community. ‘

As a mark of respect to the memory of these deceased gentlemen, I would

ask the hon. Members to rise in their secats and observe two minutes’ silence.
n silence.)

r , (The l‘10|11. l\-gc_mlw.rs rose in their scats 1
T'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I would suspend the business of the House for
the rest of the day out of respect to  the honoured deceased. Messages of condo-

lence will be sent to the members ol their bereaved familics.

s a Member of the old Legislative Council

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A.M., on Saturday, the 11th Novem®

ber, 1944,

SHILLONG ;
A. K. BARUA,
The 1st December, 1944. Secretary, Legislative Assembly  Assam

A'G P. (L. A.) No: 88—123—6.12-1944.
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