


Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled after the Second General Election under the
Severeign Democratic Republican Constitu-
tion of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 a. m. on
Saturday, the 8th October, 1960.

PrREsSENT

. _Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury, B. L., Speaker in the Chair,
six Ministers, three Deputy Ministers and seventy-six Members,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)
Allegatious against Shri L. Sarmah, Sub-Deputy Collector, Nalbari
Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :
*11. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to st#te-—

(a) Whether Government has received a good number of written

allegations against the present Sub-Deputy Collector, Shri
L. Sarmah of Nalbari

(b) Whether written representations were submiited to the Chief
; Minister at Nalbari Dak-bungalow, during his last tour
throughout the North Kamrup area alleging improper
behaviour of the said Sub-Deputy Collector ?

(c) Whether Government is aware that the

people are demanding
enquiry and transfer of this Officer ?

(d) What steps Government have so far taken in the matter ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :
11, (a)—No.
(b)—No.
(c) & (d)—Does not arise,

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA: Whether Chief Minister was asked as
to whether he has received such ailegations at Nalbari Dak Bungalow ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS: Yes, it was ascertained from the Chief

Minister’s Secretariat and the reply was received on 17th September, 1960
that no such incident happened.
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Shri GAURIS BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): Whether
Government is aware that on the basis of the representation given to the
Chief Minister at Nalbari Dak Bungalow, that said officer moved the
; Court in Assam for bringing in a contempt of GCourt

. proceedings and ultimately he withdrew that ?
RESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): I am

Shri . - - -
not aware of this. Possibly it is in conection with another officer.
Shri HARESWAR G_OSWAMI (Rampur): On 2 P oint of order
ber Shri Tarun Sen Deka says that he himseif submitted
tation was submit-

Sir, when the Mem
that representation and he was present when the repiesen

ted, is it just tO disbelieve a Member.

Mr. SPEAKER : There might be some oth

which the Hon’ble Member missed, and on that missing ¢
very difficult to proceed.
HARESWAR GOSWAMI : May I request the

hat in view of the allegation made by Shri ‘larun Sen
into the matter and have a talk with the Chicf

er Context
ontext it is

Shri
Hon’ble Minister t
Deka he will enquiré
Minister ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Investig

that representation was with regard to another offi

ation is not necessary,
cer of that place.
Transfer of the Assistant Settlement Officer, Tamulpur
Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :

*12. Will the eased to state— -

(a) Whether it is a fac
has transferred th

ur and Nalbari Circles w
Director of Land Records an

Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pl

t that the Commissioner of Plains Division
» Assistant Settlement Officers of Tamul-
ithout the previous consent of the
d the Revenue Minister ?

is a fact that the said transfers have caused

(b) Whether it
loss of progress in Settlement works ?

immense

(c) Whether it is 2 fact that the Director of Land Records objec-
ted to these transfers and requested the Commissioner t2

withdraw the transfer orders ?
(d) Whether the said transfers were due in point of time ?

(¢) If not, what are the reasons which led to
3 ass the ord
these transfers ? i grste

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

12, (a)—The powers of tran i
sfer and posting of A, C. 8. Class
S(_i)o&;lczrs c%Su’b-De‘pu_ty Collectors) vest in the Commissioner of Plains Divi{
e Ltll ;2' previous consent of Director of Land Recordsand the
¢ Minister is not necessary but the Commissioner consults the
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Director of 1,and Records in those cases where he thinks necessary. In

these cases Commissioner, consulted the Settlement Officer, Kamrup and

overnment also advised such transfer and the Assistant Settlement Officer,
Nalbari himself prayed for transfer.

(b)—TIt is not a fact.

(c)—TIt is not a fact.

. . (d—Thereis no fixed time limit for transfer of Officers. 1In
public interest, transfers may be made at any time.

(e)—Does not arise.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) ; Sir, may I ask the
Revenue Minister that a few months prior to this implementation of the
order, whether he remembers that I Personally rang him from Nalbari and
in reply to my phone talk he stated that the transfer has been made in spite

of the objection raised by the D.L.R. and himself. Whether he can
remember the statement which he made to me on phone ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): I do not remember.
But as far as I remember that happened in connection with another officer.

Some representation was given to the Chief Minister in Nalbari "Dak
Bungalow with regard to this officer, who is also a S. D, C.

Police firing at Gauhati on 4th July 1960 . -

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :
*13. Will the Minister-in-charge of Home be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there was firing by Police at Gauhati
on d4th July 1960 ? ‘

(b) If so, who were the victims of the firing ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that certain houses in that locality were
on fire when Police resorted to firing on the students ?

(d) Who were the owners and who were the occupants of these
houses which were on fire ?

(e) Who were the Bengali residents there ?

shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue for Chief

Minister) replied:

13. (a)—Yes.

(b) to (¢)—The matter is under judicial enquiry.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) : Whether
Government is aware that informations contained in the report of the Dele-
gation of Members of Parliament at page 12 item 35 that some Bengali
houses were burnt down, whereas in some Local News-papers it was reported
that some Assamese nouses were burnt down ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Some
houses were burnt down either before or after the incident ; but to whom

the houses belonged, or whether these were sct fire to before or after, are
subject matter of enquiry.

Shri PHANI BORA (Nowgong): Whether the Minister is aware
that the Chief Minister justified the action of police firing at Gaubhati ?

Mr. SPEAKER: This is also sub-judice as this is under judicial
€nquiry.

Shri PHANI BORA : In reply to question 13 (a), it is said ‘yes’, May
I ask the Minister who ordered this firing ? :

Shri HARESWAR DAS: This matter is under judicial enquiry.
UNSTARRED OQUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Demarcation of Bhatamari V. G. R.
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Sorbhog) asked:
14. Wil the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) How many bighas of lands are there at the Bhatamari
VoG R ‘

(b) How many bighas of lands of this V. G. R. have been eroded
by river ?

() Whether there is a proposal to include this reserve into the
Forest Reserve ?

(d) If so, whether this proposal will be cancelled ?
(¢) Whether demarcation line has been given of this V. G. R. ?
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Revenue) replied:

14, (a)—The total areas of the Bhatamari V.G.R. is 683 bighas,
kathas and 1 lessa only.

(b)—No land from this V. G. R. has been eroded by river.

(¢)—There is no such proposal to include this V. G, R. into the
forest reserve,
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(d}—Does not arise.
(e)—Yes, the V. G. R. is demarcated.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Sorbhog) : Whether the
Government know that the Forest Department hag encroached upon the
V.G.R. ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Revenue): We
have no information.

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER: Will the Government enquire
about it ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : If my Friend files any complaint
then we can. But we have no information up till now.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): In reply to ()
it is said that ‘no land from this V. G. R, has been eroded by river’. May
I know whether the Hon’ble Minister personaily visited the place ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: I have not pcrs‘onally visited the place.
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Who has given

that information that no land from this V. G.R. has been eroded by
river ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : “On the informations sup-

plied to us by the officer concerned.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I know the

name of the officer giving information to the Hon’ble Minister ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: The Subdivisional Officer,
Barpeta,

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East): With
regard to reply (¢) does the Deputy Minister know that in spite of there
being no proposal to include the V. G. R. into the forest reserve, the Forest
Department has already encroached upon the V.G.R ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: 1 have already replied to
that question. '

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER: In reply to ()

it is said ‘yes, the V. G. R, is demarcated’. May I ask when it was demar-
cated last ?

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : I cannot give the answer
now,
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Pending Requisition and Acquisition cases in Karimganj
Subdivision

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved for Sche-

duled Castes)] asked :

15. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) The number of requisition and acquisition cases pending 1n
Karimganj Subdivision ?

(6) The number of cases disposed of during the past 10 years,
showing year by year ?

- . ince
(¢) The case which is oldest on record awaiting disposal and2eteg
which year ?
. it
(d) Whether Government is aware that there is acute land scarcity
in Karimganj Subdivision ?

g discontent

(¢) Whether Government is aware of the growin =

tion
amongst the people for non-payment of cc;rnpensa
lands acquisitioned or requisitioned long ago !

i rom
(f) Whether representations were made to the Gox:ernmenit;afiom
time to time by individuals as well as people’s organ
for speedy payment of compensation ?

}2 o iisition
(2) Whether Government is aware that _the nu.mbi:jr of re%l;:sstlruc-
and acquisition cases are steadily increasing duc to Cro'e.cts 5

tion of border defence roads and other development proj

iti disposal
(%) What steps Government propose take fox: expediting
of all Suxc)‘.h cases to mitigate the sufferings and discontents
of the people ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

15. (a)—Requisition ... 91.
cquisition .. 176.

(b)—The number of cases in Karimganj Subdivision disposed of

during the past ten years are as follows :—

Year Reqn. Acqn.
1950-51 ase soe eoe vos sse 13 eco
1951-52

1952~53

ooe 2 oo

oee e eos soe eas o0 S
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Year Reqn; Acqns
1953-.54 e o 1 7
1954-55 - 5 1 5
1955-56 8
1956-57 . 1 1
1957-58 1 3
1958-59 . 7 6
1959-60 vou i 8 as
Total 34 30

(c)—The oldest peading case in Karimganj Subdivision is L. A.
Case No. 6 of 1937-38 involving acquisition of 13 kathas, 2 chattaks of land
for the extension of the local M. M. M. C. Girls' High School.

(d)—On account of influx of very large number of displaced

persons from Pakistan, there is scarcity of land in Karimganj Subdivision as
i other parts of the district.

.. (e & (f)—Yes. Some representations were received by the
Subdivisional Officer, Karimganj for speedy payment of compensation.

(g)—Yes.

(h)—Government have already appointed a retired A. C. S. Officer
as Land Acquisition Officer and a Survey staff consisting of 1 Supervisor
Kanungo, 4 Amins and 4 Chainmen for the district of Cachar for expeditious
disposal of the land acquisition work in that District.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved for Sche-
duled Castes]): With regard to reply to (k), may I know when was
the officer appointed ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) :  Last

year ; he has entered his second year.
Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA: Is the officer still in service ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: He is a retired officer re-
employed for this purpose.

Mr. SPEAKER : Is he continuiag in his re-employment ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Yes Sir, heis continuing,
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. Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North): How
many cases have been disposed of after appointment of this officer ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Eight, so far as this
subdivision is concerned.. There-are two other subdivisions ; his jurisdiction
covers the whole district. :

s 8

Pending land compensation cases in, Kamrup District

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalhari-East) asked: :

16, Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to state-——

(a) Whether Government is aware that a large number of land
compensation cases arising out of the construction of embank-
ments of Pagladiya, Baralia and Nona in Kamrup District are
long pending with Government without payment ?

(b)) What effective steps Government propose to take to settle up the
payment of compensation of these pending cases before next
winter ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied ;

' 16. (a)—Yes Some lands for the projects were amicably taken over by
the E. &. D. Department. Subsequently land acquisition proceedings Were
taken up to regularise matters. These proceedings had to be dropped on
legal grounds and fresh proceedings were taken up. Thus there has been
delay in payment of compensation. ‘ :

(6)—1In order to expedite payment of compensation, an Act, viz- “The
Assam Acquisition of Land for Flood Control and Prevention of Erosion
(Validation) Act, 1959, has been enacted recently. The local officer has
been directed to complete the proceedings under the Act for early payment

of the compensation.
Shri PRABHAT NARAVAN CHOUDHURY: May I know when
acquisition proceedings were first started, when they were dropped and

new acquisition proeeedings started again ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : I may tell my hon. Friend that all the

proceedings have now been almost completed and compensation assessed.
It has gone to the Department concerned for sanction and’as soon as it is

sanctioned they will get compensation.

1 Shjri PRABHAT NAI;AYAN CHOUDHURY ; I wanted to know
when the acquisition proceedings were first started, wh ‘
and new proceedings started again ? eSS TR e

Shri HARESWAR DAS: The acquisiion procssd:
_ : e started
in 1956 under the Act (which was enfc?rced in ?‘Jgg?;ﬂi\’r?gf ‘rict;?)s[sae?:tiie

effect to cover the cases of 1954, That was not legal and was a mistake, -

So, those proreedings had'to be dropped ' idati
) ‘ pped.  Subse tl lidat
Act was passed and Pproceedings were restarted aftcfl:si?la{ tlll\?ov‘v/ili;]; ;?2

almosticomplete.

A\

It
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Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East) : Wil
the Minister, iet me know whether some cases have already been paid and,
if so, what is the basis of payment in those cases ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : In some cases
proceedings under the Land Acquisition Act were started and finished and
they were paid compensation under the Land Acquisition Act. But in other
cases the proceedings were started under the 1955 Act.

A

Shri TARUNSEN DEKA (Nalbari-Wast) : 4% Pro-
ceedings RAlts? a1 oy =3 wfom e AT AT A sty
Ffem ?

Mr, SPEAKER : Proccedings civ tz aifzes I = |

Shri HARESWAR DAS : uq A =T A, fFw  gfem
o i t= wifEey |

Shri TARUNSEN DEKA P @R ot FCH T3 @ |

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North): He may
take a big margin, even 10 years, but can he not give us an idea ? :

Mr. SPEAKER : Can the Minister give a time-limit ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : The matter has gone for sanction to
the E. and D, Department and as soon as they give sanction the money

will be paid. But I cannot say how long the E. and D. Department will
take to give sanction, I can only give reminders.

-

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati): Whether

Government expect that the money will be paid within the year 1960 or
1961 ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: We expect it within the year 1960,

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY : .3
acquisition case RAlF wal aizes E. & D. ©9if Af MG — GT2TE
wE T ©vE Flacee P

Shri HARESWAR DAS : w3 7t T | .

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: The Minister said that some
proceedings were started under the Land Acquisition Act and Payments
made accordingly and in other cases proceedings were started under the
1955 Act which are still pending. May I know if the;'e 18 any difference
in the rates of compensation payable under these two Acts ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: There is a great deal of difference.
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): What is that, Sir?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: The hon. Member can find that out on a
Perusal of the two Acts,
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Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-
East) & CRME SiCAcT T o8 basis © @8 payment T 202 2

Mr. SPEAKER : He will note your information.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): I take the information
and will examine.

_ (Applicatior. for leave of absence from Shri Moti Ram Bora, M.L.A.)

My, SPEAKER : Before we pass on to the next item, I should bring
to the notice of the hon. Members that one of our colleagues Shri Mot1
Ram Bora, is lying ill in the hospital He has written to me that hels
too ill to attend and has asked for leave of absence. I think with your
permission T can grant leave of absence to him.

(Voices :—Yes, Sir).
(The leave was granted.)

e Revenue Minister,

Discussion on the Statement made by th
n of the State

on the 7th October, 1960 on the recent Flood Situatio
and relief rendered by the Government.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) : Before
item No. 2 is taken up, jmay I seek a clarification, from the Revenue
Minister, Sir ? In the statement he made. yesterday, a cOpY of which has
been circulated to us, 1 find at page 2 he has stated that the Brahmaputra
dyke was breached at Raha and Jagi in Nowgong district. The Barhmaputra
river is nowhere near Raha or Jagi.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Yes, that is a mistake. It should be
Kolong . : '

 Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly do now take into consideration and
discuss the statement made by the Revenue Minister on the 7th October
1960 on the recent flood situation and the relief rendered.

. Mr. SPEAKER: One minute. I find there are similar motions in
item Nos. 3, 4 and 5. I think it will do if Shri Ahmed moves his motion
and others speak on it without formally moving their motions. Is that
agreed ?

(Voices :—VYes, Yes.)

s 1\1?]13-“1?‘.’1 JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Sir, in discussing the motion I
nd that at least in my subdivision, 2iz., the Dhubri subdivision, the hon,
id(tims‘g(t:t' has s-gated that an area of 194 square miles were under water.

h_o;lx hugdcrstand what does he mean by this because, Sir, the area
whic ¢ Ia() : gone und'cr water during the last floods would be about three
t}meto - quu,are miles. Probably, Sir, the officers supplying the informa-
tloél o the Hon ble' Mims_ter, had taken only the areas of South Salmara
and Mankachar police stations and not other areas under Bilasipara, Dhubri
and Golakganj police stations, :

-~
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Probably these areas have not been included in the statement given by
the Hon’ble Ministep. Sir, I personally know that in Bilasipara Thana the
whole area south of the National high way was completely under water and
the damage caused iy, that area js very great.  Sir, according to my estimate,
the length of this area

C uncer  Bilasipata Thana from Bahalpur to
angamati will be about 30 miles and the breadth that has been damaged

by flood will be about or not less than 5 miles. If we circulate on that
bgsis, the area of 150 square miles has been damaged or affected by flood in
Bilasipara Police Station alone not to speak of other police stations like
South Salmara, Dhubsi and Goalpara, The figure that has been given by
the Hon’ble Minister in his statement about the area that has gone under
Water is not correct., Sir, when we go through the statement, we generally

do not find the correct and systematic figure of the affected areas in every
ubdivision.

185

Somewhere it is mentioned on]

y 278 villages and the areas were not
given and the number of aflected

people also was not given. In Dhubri
Subdivision,  when we go through the statement it is given in square

miles and ‘in some other it 1s given in bighas. And somewhere only
the number of families s given and again somewhere the number of
Population has been given. Thisis very anomalous, We expect that the
Teport should be uniform, and systemetic whether it is in bighas or in the
number of population or whether it 1s in square miles, that should have been
given for each Place in one system that if be in bighas it should be in

bighas for all Subdivision and if the population is taken  in one Subdivision
it should be for all subdivision. That is it should be given in  one system of
calculation for each Subdivision. T hope in future it should be in one system
only for proper understanding of the matters,  When one goes through this

report, certainly he is to calculate him-self in order to find out the actual
extent of damage caused by flood for each subdivision and convert into one
system.  For instance, in Tezpur Subdivision, it is given that 40 families
have been affected. In Gauhatj Subdivision not a single village or the
number of Population that has been affected has been shown in the Report.

When we look to the relief that has been sanctioned !:)y the Governmcnt,
we do not know what s the basis for granting this relief to the affected
people.  When there s no data so far as Gauhati Subdivision is cqnc.eme@,
1t seems to me that the Hon’ble Minister or the Government has given this
relief not on a definite data or definite information. For example, Sir,
take the Dhubrj Subdivision. The People affected were shown as 4-0,090
families and if we calculate on the Population basis assuming 5 members in
cach family, the number of people who have been affected comes to 2 lakhs
and Rs.35,600 only has been given to Dhubii Subdivision for gratuitous
relief for 40,000 families, Sir, I find that only 17:05 Naye Paise _has been
given per head as gratuitous relief to the affected people.  Now, Sir, I also
find the figure that has been given about the villages which were e1th53r
washed away or eroded by the mighty Brahmaputra River as mentioned in
the statement to be 13 villages and some areas have been _rendered unfit for
cultivation, Sir, this is also, incorrect. My information is that 16 \:fll]ages
were completely washed away in Soutl Salmara Thana _alone and I give the
names of these villages, They are {1) Dayarchar Vatia Basti, (2) Kanaj-
mara, (3) Bharamara, (4) Mecuralga, (5) Khagrarchar, (6) Faler Alga,
(7) Digrirchar, (8) Natun Dewaner Alga, (9) Barogar Alga, (10) Bagmara,
(11 Rashamanf:rchar, (12) Char Monirchar, (13) Char Masher Char,
(14) Sutramara, (15) Mushakhowa and (16) Mohamaya, In Dayarchay
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Vatia Basti there are 125 families which have been aflected and Kanai-

mara is a villages that has been completely washed away ~and about
300 families have been affected. In Bharamara 100 families, in M_ecur}?r
Alga 75 families, in Khagarchar 60 families, in Faler Alga 60 familics, in
Digrirchar 50 families and in Natun Dewaner Alga 40 families; 1n Daroga
Alga 100 families, in Bagmara 50 families, in Rashamarir Char 60 families,
in Char Masher Char 65 families, in Sutramara 50 families, in Mashakhowa
90 families and in Mohamaya 100 families have been affected. That means
1,395 families have been completely washed away. So what has been stated
and the reason that has beea given in the statement are very incorrect. We
are sorry, Sir, thut the Hon’ble Minister has mentioned abcut 417 houses
that have been either damaged or washed away. Sir, may I put to this
House and the Hon’ble Minister when we have the actual position and
information that 1,395 families have been washed away and how a report
can be given by an officer that only 417 houses washed away. Even if we
take that each family has on the average at least 3 houses, then it comes to
4,185 _houscs. How a report of only 417 houses have been washed away can
come is not known tome. Itis upto the House to decide what sort of
report our officer gives—whether he actually visited the affected places or
the officers give their repcrts while sitting in their office. Sir, thatisa very
sad affair and I hope the Government should be very careful and alert in
the matter of accepting reports of such officers.

So, Sir, T will now request that the relief that is given should be uniform
according to the people affected because, Sir, I find in North Lakhimpur,
two kinds of relief has been given, i.e., gratuitous relief of Rs.30,000 and seed
loan Rs.15,000. In Dibrugarh also, seed loan and gratuitous relief has been
given so also to other subdivisions but in case of Dhubri Subdivision, Sir, it
pains me to see that no relief in the shape of seed loan has been given
and only gratuitous relief of Rs.35,000 has been given. I visited some
place in South Salmara also and Icame to know that one officer
went there with only two bags of rice to distribute. and that also he
dare not to distribute uniformly because there were such a rush to receive
relief, the officer had to hand it over to some local leaders and he himself had
to fled away from the place less heis overwhelm by the people for relief.
Sir, where the affected people in South Salmara thana™ are more than a lakh
and the area which has been affected was very bad, it is about two hundred
square miles, relief has been given by only two bags of rice. Anyway,
Sir, these people, at least who have beep affected and whose land has been
totally washed away, should be rehabilitated immediately and Government
should at least open some reserve in Gossaigaon and Kokrajhar area where
they can be rehabilitated. Sir, South Salmara is not a_very stable area and
every year, it has become almost a chronic thing that people are affected by
erosion. very much. So these people should be allowed to rehabilitate 1
SOmE permanent area, at least in northern portion of our district where they

can be rehabilitated easily and where there are lands available in Goe e
and other Police Stations,

Sir, next thing I wou'd like to mention here is that this Government
was pleased to sanction Rs.1,50,00,000 for the rehabilitation of our Bengal_lee
brothers who have been evicted or who have suffered during recent riot.
They have been allotted Rs.1,50,00,000 for their rehabilitation. Sir, I would
therefore request this House to rehabilitate these two lakhs of people in our
Dhubri Subdivision and sanction at least Rs.50 lakhs for this purpose and I

consider that this sum is a modest estimate. With these words, Sir; I resume
my seat.
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Mr. SPEAKER : The motion moved is that this Assembly take into
consideration and discuss the statement made by the Revenue Minister on

the 7th October, 1960 relating to the recent flood 4nd relief measures taken
thereon.
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*Speech not corrected,




188 DISCUSSION ON THE FLOOD SITUATION [8tu Oct , *

75 wital ®4Age swaq  report Comprehensive Teg—er A
cotraiT ANl TS W AT G712 FAC (9%ElFT report © J=iEl w4
i ARt @la | A% wiaed 5wlew wa3 4w cash payment for Rabi
Crop  afta @Bl efF amount fiF attst Aty Afew a2 Sitdl T SIBIE
astigq 7fe & b9ed oizcg (Afe ¢ AT Gl Fo & T2 ¢Fial 312 @RS
Sced loan wi% Gratuitous relief fim zg ate fRedts Seed loan
/s frm fosacs oifets 71 <3 | Seffges  #a1 report f¥ elta
Qit *9 el iR (12 report fA® T2E (erAFd@  report ifee
at71 At 7= 1 sfere (Seed loan i dcs wfs @i frm =w
St IEE iz @ FeRr g FfIea |

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) :
4T i, A2 STAAT A gt e (27 e | A e
ofs 9503 czial 76 (3 Afqcg—aiastiqg offe 353 =g @i Wifer 4o i
g | AT cdffonces w2 i3 sifea 5w q@ie T fror aifeca Qi 2
4 AR BHE 19071 | @ wia c4fis 7 2= Aifeiea (S 4wt o) feq el
ez A2 | BT AteAie g D.C. 7 GfasqiT AnE sawica Relief
4512 ficg e wify orfycm oitze 5i8a efdf T TR gtz il
Tl oF BI5E Akipet TalT w4 e «tw) Ale (2@ AR 995 19 fempiat
19T oIp B51® zln a1 tzow | sfers @aa relief T o4l Algze 2
AT 12 foista sawie fow) i3 piaga Tty Ficen |

Tt zitefe Seed loan «r ez AM A7 ZiH4 ATaR 7T TR A0
Tz 7Fees Seed loan #ftst codrArFers @2 4 Mzaid Seed
loan f3903 ifs 499 altd sifers  codais  widts ¢t @2 loan (i ¢4
A2 | @% G Seed 44 Afci wfw amwd g @R amd A
SHts | a8 @ A6 {3 toerEhE cdfes ez fF TG G120 TFeae 27 |
AMfE s T czfate wawEich z@ oo wftalT 4z9 C12 FECIC1R A
FFE A9 q(2eT T Flaaca gww @ifiy o FEed A2 i Sub-
sistence loan wits Agricultural loan TEATLF FTO: A0\ I GO0 ol
e @ At i At 91%eT «F gla wfEd 4@ o Al TAgE 3537
BATICA =9 altel i Fiace i@ aifees Tty dfes@n w6 IZGT
SIFICT 1=1a F7F #ilcs) | 12 e Y [ €5 I749 311 &4 i
3i7e {F (if Sis 27 o3¢k data @i <@ @12 T 63FEA 377 =9
afesl A€ ABgF Pump fealg  ze &9 Al | 900 &fis, 3R,
alE,, AT, 167 Gft cAfcs a7 w7 a9 @I T T Al
R b I 5 G o

s %ﬁ;{%‘%@g@ Tﬂ q?gn% 23 42 | ST FHaCd BIFIN T oitn A
S Supp W ; giw fRaie @fem @t
i 7w 232 | Y 5 ; % @% 4w 13 CHINNGIE37 C et

. ;ﬁ' Toifde wIiF @Bl w5 7 @ Al WAt AT 217 ArerT T8
27 ; 2R faEes afe cviem =10 e Sfa cafEite s Alafre fZee
o7l BiTe Tifers a7 Ffaca? st At Fleate 23 Giala |



1960] DISCUSSION ON THE FLOOD SITUATION 189

AR SAANT. T AW 5T TR AR T 1 feies e,
e wwas ATAT 197 avAE IRt 2 AGIR T ST AT |
SI3 @B 9%F 3% TfH G @b Gma @fF g | @2 S FEE T 701
BFI0S Ff73 afesl | A3 5aFaF AICANA &1 U0 AT FBT5FT AIA. =cet
acl T Glay Ff7 g T oTm ARG T03  Suft wEe 9l oife
AT 4GS TS RIS ), FATA4T G o[ fe 903 297 IAAATIE A2
R wifzry |

i TAfTS f5Tia A% e wfe, 4= 9l | Iz S13© 399 EAwdce
AT =7 | FEtgE, o6 @i AF F T @itg AR TAR T | B
R1O 29t 551 7 3% FRCA2 B 9Rad difs a9 7 | e @3 vt
(Flere 791 Aiz | ifers f[Raits g fine 72 @3i%s s @ Fawde
CFIea (e 2199 e T AAfdfgd | @2 3diine @ Fars eife fies |
92 @tereas gy dfarict el dwtet gfines zime aizidy e
CISIta 59%) 991 7519 AMS I @R g7 om0
FfAT g | :

ulE @bt ©leq TE0) @ [{RET W@ i et oeiifee =@
@12 w4 faEiws 9B AAfRAfs Survey 59 wF w1 72 TrEd w4 GwEw
T2 GG Oad T4 AT qEAE g0y 5 (sEtalad if difs, ate s w2
(ZZ | (T2 @F AFAT (5 ALAT FA@ T FEIG T2 5IFEF GHEN
@ 2 @AFIFET ©99 AR qF1 The A9 =Co | @18 sif<EtE
fetes a3 aweaifif frq atet 3f 78 99¢1  RREw s e @fs
AT ifeg o1 FRaes 7g =0T v9a sitaiaes oF [{3ad @ o1R
A e it a1 @ AT A wE F6E Al |

29l7 BHAfRe (13 GeEe (Fi@ JuTEs IILe) Afwid wEs WiT 92 oRre |
Wz faeg fieg fAfgas . <f{ea fie amdTe 72 za1 Jafsats afsem
fee? s 97 5% fafials @ «fe 718, @2 9<as 9B Subsidiary
M7 Afcs F19 ©fF Tt T2 53T G T | o Hibs wfig
e ofES frmal e aw el difia Brel (fs am AR, @A @R
THTH w7 i faamiss [Redw @Fw {7 =it |

wifid (77 wgEw  AART iz @1 dfe T2 IRy sfers o
WPAq 2@iF Affas acwim Fair price shop =fa fr3 aiced, w17 &f¥cs
Atfaea 18=z  wraf 4fqez i afesl | @i fAReF Service co-operative
tats (18 fidiey ofEmcee siea J1 Aim 79 @41 27| 9iiF co operative
Marketing Society fmics 417 e 7% 203 AgzF 47 cafpacs wgafis
AT | sifers w2 AAtw AT T4t TozwAas WAt ) e 92 Market-
ing Society fi@its 717 zta FFMA  paFial 9 4l [ 7 Aiex
o W fae |

e sie RIS 4@ StedE GiReh) «F @f 9 F9H1 q7em
Ffa =it 1 ©lq Fibe TOIF AT AwiEed R ARG 4T age ari
499 T994izq 597 Fi99 &l |




190 DISCUSSION ON THE FLOOD SITUATION ~ [81u Ocr,,

q&7t Service co-operative ¢i i 4 fer ©ftd TC4R izl} ?rfcg
cSiriT 2ioe AR Aty ©F 197 IfF9 At | g Ascaiffa &Tr
su;)ply fFettst ¢ 3, g ote 73f7 (@Scalwd 2SS Ao TR TLTE

41 755 AT G161 supply fSeitad biF et |

2 2T @1

sta fss 9 TR ARt st vas sifery, 12 f[Eca 9lsiee I8t
mm: ficara FfReg | ORCB) bAFiT  fRogpm FfRAca FqcIte gicEl
it asice fAfRarF TBiefa wo=id 2 g ¢z [Ratw T @49 ateet |

e~

5’9 iz qite ST KT %9 C(TZChNe BiF aitst |

Fitaitbis 571 difscae S a9z | feg wEtFAies b7 57 FECEA
BFte 49y Z@ Uie AN fEEd@ cFiem FE geE azm | dfers @
F91 70 SfF IMe 74T T FRAeA Aaqraty $A A Amafe Tifqcan |

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH NATH {Goalpara): =714
S4TF eI @t SEAtT T gtwr agten 7 fyafe wifds wfae e
(STACS BT 41 Ttad FA0s, WF (Srded fyafs Twe Aim 8o G
Itz fENaE e | few Oifi asRet TzEa oA f3 fzeiy Al
GT2TCo 890 49 M€ wfogw czry | w4y f3fes g 8 A @Al
Fifvcztais s St Ffacg | v AR @waT 7 B O, o
O p I AE AR | €At wig @wT A3 ety w8 o TR
Sifz aial gfa qq2a 0 fr oiedt T 2 @@ g wm 1 sae Gl
fZoitag g |

S {46 @2 o AfES 890 4 oM i A TqET 9 gak c4fodif
dF A= Elin [{aam 2oz |

FFdcs A. P. C. C. 3 Gt@FiAl {498 57 iz steftafe ate adtw
12 312 e 3f 5i2 wWifftm | ofe oRE e Afmi cordis
Stdfd sfatm | wiw o8 e 49 IS AT o i@ TACH
fFafs facr '

cltatatisic 2 csesbyaa = A AN T T qlabrity 5 wits
¢ BUFTES S S0 Tw fiss ofita At o Ty pa i iz
I MG FAT T oAy | @ SAME gqER % tzew @
SIS 79-fStaem wiag 5 totm wcatar w671 aa B
=ty (Fal B | 9 @i National Highway +fw 73 wfug
T ARG 28 Ty Cxry | AR Pidrs FATFT S0 5%
TH9 (T IR R g T =T a4l czfomr | wgeen BIFHRT sl BleH,
wi2E, e, tom wiff 7 otz s, form crem acap oot i | =ARE
TAS AWWIET IF 2 Clfgr—sat 7 ofF o5 @ ezfom | st 4oz
e 17 fafge e ois 329 340 frm a3 | 9 B Tz

AfSq| A1 1) 02ty FeT @3 A Afs AvEw RS R G
ARSI gratutous relief fZoicst & westian wiftam 5iga fran 2Ty ©fF
WA AR AGIT ATEF oG T aMiE 3t @3 aenne s
ST R @t 79 A =i 4fs @i Wtz A7 AT oF A G @ca

T



lw\.r
.

. WbifR @ify c4fs =5

1960] DISCUSSION ON THE FLOOD SITUATION 191
s 72w | frw i SR e 9= e Tty ©fs sfaaz, o, ==

“ita I paita 9l i fala e <5371 e
ST $fT @izt @ szt s BT bl cdsiztm | e @1 b
TR ST wfeacs frate w991 +/@ | cota SR B 9z 29 AR
B =9, 9= T59wrz 417 g | [ FUCS Tt T59949 29 calalca | wfy
St afirs w1 afige Trcde serie R fam 95 =69 =i |
I wica TR f[etat 3 @ 9 7A@t feel i o i afves
¢l G | T8 cafio st power pump R Siels fala w99 29
Al | afiem el cifoq smm, Gt f[ataa w1 ot pump fralm 5w
FfeI &t | o Atarz ofts Pivs e acel e w29 | 93 fHEca s
TSl f o 33 @l | o @i afwea or1 FRGE e
R T2 | I 51%S Aol dfis 727 wf test relief Fm 9% TR ieet |
f1 917 atw) we, arw, wiv @ife w1fid afel oo aits TR FET giEmce
R F AT ol 7 FR{T a1 sice A9 9 9 I W et
ATT T T |, erEned fordtel A9Es . @t paddy husking 5@
TRI A 1 qor qm At b A a3 A T A = |

i @fpiEeEte w9 D.C. 71 S.D.O. 3 gfimce 591 291 oScee
P @ AT AT (FRFMCA F FRIT MR ¢ e @ihiscEm W oz
Tes | oifers offs zars arwiwa special relief officer Atfra sifeet
I (583 TRACS 57 shanly [ Al ity Sfw w19 29 =it |

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Jorhat) :  ww% ez,
SR Sf Sl aigz @ ST ome R 5, fead frea ok [t

CCIST 4T TlFem) | AT aotl @ were el TieE |
GOT 9= AT wTdpl iten Wifee fiw Ot @ om0 e
i e Mbed Aifgw | fFw Wi o, vo TwIR oM, N

(1 I R B B 1 B e | e 2 Ifa g wWiT fe’
ME AR Twlw Fion I oy, o2 fifte afom AT cdfs
T2 T SR v et At Tivs 1fe -igte siwEf cefen gz
1;_‘“?\_') e cegee @2 7isfor qosi citas #eyaa 4tédts qfac Tt
(e |

AARF—gz w4 [7Ed zeae A, 9 a9 @EE =i g
vifger | 3fowa frre wi%eq wica Wiesta @ Gody FHa fFwine | e
afen o SlRe w4 ol Pive cafem it =w, cofent @it e
e AdgeEn Five @R fFoa

23T Yo pCe2 (e [Humm ehkel ‘GaRcE fitks’ @b
hlb oo Ff4 pawlca ffoa—coawial Terife +ifs 1«2  wfifs &4
44 MY 73Iu9 fefmza e (U9 18 S5eq 579 24 f&ssad M1 Sswo
BT S Tich wifcd) 3ifzm mm sl 2prrs—Embankment
and Drainage Project Review Committee 3 Report 47 5t
e 35 wicaem FA1 GHT 927 @FE, TR 34T frEda
CURCTE W% S o5w Fal czfom | AT SifE o @ Fedl 49 AR
9T T il qrag s aca AHFE S @t e s [eEvte
T fastbesy Hiffeea v FfRT A T Fw A8 @@ b 49 ed@




192 DISCUSSION ON THE FLOOD SITUATION [8Tr Ocr.,

wolra (2 pRem | it fw AfpeE AR i3 w@ib gﬁmi‘ LERIE
e C e (- B o 40 ZeAlEgT dHe4 o 9 TSIDIIS afzet
+fg | e wapy e 2aE A qifew tate aim > AR wifac |
s TofEes) wte widts RS =9 AlffeE | fRABtR T AT T etari
T creal?, 2ho (FIAI 00T (A CIOAT AT Se T Tieer - ifzd
iR Fface el 2t Fare da el TR st (ABAFIT AT
@S SR ATIGE FEAce et Fapia] wity A OerEled 1]
Sy i Roen e 9ig | cobwy At ke Sdifed
it 4fx =i e @ued cee, 2w AEw fem 29 A, g e =stie |
Sicaledf®, Roftdd o=m czraE wtacd  fafvele < Tispizg— 2T
ST Te et Tk |
@ =fiEe termes of reference fiwa €2z |

(1) To review the inpact of embankment and drainage
projects executed in Assam on the economy of the State and
local areas concerned and on agriculture and fiisheries n
particular.
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(2) To arrers (a) maximum utilisation of irrigation
potential by pariparece settlement of reclaimed land, and
(b) the yields in the form of increased agricultural produc-
tion resulting from the projects and compare the same with
the yield targelted or assumed ; and to evolve a method
of continuous assessment.

az Rl Atefre e —frale e agd Tere, wrE Afefiide w4
TSI T Aim THISR ReleT A off czop 4,03 w0 (et i
AT SR S e @i crae T @ @e—e2  [{E
;H%l < wiehaE sfns wa sk 92 A b ekEl @it
2 SUsiifs 79z 99 irRie wEce @1 Topographical data 9
welis, BF Te TeR f[Hale w7 T2a wie o FAe bawEd T W0
BeAlTdd S GoiF crae A ARz |, TS Twea @2 @l el
ATt T SerAlnd A wgfa (zrg ;  dEwe Reas 1 fafwerle Tshefs
ACHTS Ay ifT 7 SedAmm T fF 7T A0 AT | qwTEES G2 fasiba =iy
AR AT @RIE, Afaggn fHais weis 9okl 1§ I 2
9iF 745 =T zhate 38 79 4w A2 afve @20 ~Ete I TG
(A 4599 77 Tty wifom—-o® G w47 tzegl TR AT F[GT
el s ciifs st frerin fen 79 3 $elge st 9% e
fﬁ NS Moz 3R AbE @b e oo FEBI v TT TWnR
A4 AN 97 O 2972 731 Awaem 27 | Fi@E, B A0S KRR 4 3
faetl, T fastd, el ©4 2z o6 Tzt e TEEE Ffa
afedt | ARl 53 Jpreslizts difs o 4z e WCiE 9
Embankment «i% Drainagea siva Fciz— 5

<



— ) i

- Drainage Projects on Agricultural production,

1960] DISCUSSION ON THE FLOOD SITUATION 193
a2 T M) qpfeeltEiz A, wEdG e o T qFibE fRarn
sfRafe AfRde targ @i ©ita siRe oREe A9 dfseT, wiweM o,
Bae a7 @ift s AT @2 e e SEe ToE T @iy 2are

CIFIt 9 @AlR X iAo ofEdf g 77 fJaa T4S AT
A ;tﬁr;ﬁ GAR I AR G site St 52T MzfET fove
=9 HiHey |

UF 93RS @Rl iy @2 FABe gReT i Aifs ctedER
O TABR oiiwer Afys TRA Aw AT 1 R orm A amsw e
9rd @2 Ifb o5 T %m FERT @3 FOmA S AE  FET
M s fiz FfRg awe |

-~ Page 4:—“For a quantitaiive apprisal of the effects of Embankment and

fisheries and general economy
of the areas protected, it is necessary to dtaw upon basic data on agricultu-

ral statistics, land used, crop yields, annual flood damages, production of

fish and general economic condition of the people living in  the local areas
covered by these schemes.
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“Unfortunately, however, data made available from all sources is
extremely meagre. Replies to questionairs and other querries received from
different sources hoth official and won-officials comprised mostly expression
ol general views without necessary supporting data.
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA  (Gauhati): Mr.
Speaker Sir, the statement which the hon. Minister-in-charge of Revenue
has been pleased to make is by no means adequate and complete, It does
not give the full account of the damages that have taken place in the State.
And due to our preoccupations with the problem created by the linguistic
riots }Nhid} possessed the minds of all of us we really could not make
sufficient time to assess its extensity as well as intensity. But from whatever
account we find from the Minister it appers that the problem this year has
been a stupendous one. Of course the account he has given is not of one
pattern or of a uniform standard, For example, we regard to certain
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subdivisions it has been said so many square miles have been affected, with
regard to another place it has been said so many mouzas have heen affected,
with regard to some other places the number of villages affected has been
given and still again ‘with regard to others the number of families and number
of people affected are given. If we have been given at least a set pattern
we could have understood the statement much better and therefore, in order
to understand the dimension of

the damages we have at some places to make
our own assessments and work out certain figures, In making out these

figures in that manner we found that the total number of people affected due
to these floods comes to 9,64,822. It may be a little more or a little less,
but it com=s to about 10 per cent of the Population of the entire State at
this time have been affected by the floods. I think from the point of wview
of the extension this is a terrible picture. Again, from the report of the
Minister himself, the loss of human lives comes to 8. Of course some offi-
cers giving the report said that one dead person was drunk and because he
was drunk therefore he was drowned. In ansther placeit is said that a
person died in water caused by flood because that person accidentally
slipped into flood waters and he died or that a baby slipped ‘in the flood
water and it died. Al these deaths are not takea as due to flood but due to
accidents. This is the sort of report given by some officers. Sir, these 8
Persons have been killed by the floods which were caused not only be - nature
but by human beings, by the Government itself, because we find from the
statement given by the Minister himself that in different subdivisions the
floods there have been created by breaches in the dykes or embankments.
Now Sir, there were dykes and embankments made in" order to protect the
people. Now when actually the time for protection come, apart from the
dry season, just at this moment water was allowed to come on a rash so that
it may take away hundreds of cattle and scores of human beings. There-
fore‘as has been said by my respected friend  Mr. Sarma, when we consider
the question of flood we cannot but also consider the question of embank-
ment and drainage measures that have been taken up in our State in the
last few years. There has come a time when we should make Pproper assess-
ment as to how far these dykes and embankments themselves are the cause
rather than the remedy to floods. There are plaees Sir, abwt which I have
got some knowledge in which I found that these embankments had become
the causes of floods. For example take the case of that river Pagladia, that
mad river. Everybody knows that every year it brings floods and therefore,
there were some bunds erected aloniside this river, but there were two
breaches in the Pagladia river and most of the damages that took place in
Nalbari Uircle and Tihu Circle were caused due‘ to these breaches. bmul:g.rly
the floods in the Kolong and Kopili rivers which damaged_ three or four
mouzas in that area, as we find from this report, were mainly due to the
breaches of the dykes on these rivers. Now for the same reason we fnd -th?t
in almost all subdivisions the damage has been extensive. For example in
North Lakhimpur subdivision as many as 268 villages and 80,000 people have
suffered and the help offered by Government is really meagre I am not one
who supports the policy of Government always giving alms to the people.

199

I am not one with those who advocate the policy of making our people
beggers. Well, our riverine areas are bound to sce and -expfﬁ‘-xence flood
every vear or rather more than once every year. Theretore, we should kﬂ({W,
while fighting with the nature and ravages of nature, how to play with
nature, how to control it and also in some places and some times how to
manoeuvre with nature. As Shri Samlah.suggested, what is ‘the meaning
in creating a number of bunds and dykes just to be washed away by flood
and to give trouble to the people. Could that very place not wused ina
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/manner so as to save the people during the flcods and during the rainy season
and also to raise more crop of more variety when there was no fear of flood
Could there be made mno such arrangement for protecting the cattle during
the floods ? Could not those areas be used for growing more and more
varieties of crops instead of depending on one type of S_tablc leOd: UIZ 5
rice ? Could we not switch over to other type of food from rice ? Could we
not grow Boro and winter paddy in larger scale instead of ouly summer and
autumn varicty ? Therefore, while Government should consider the mneces-
sity of giving more and more relief to those who need it, they should also
take long-range measures. I may suggest that there are th{cc types of
measures ; the one is immediate, which may be called gratuitous relicf.
Some people have found that their properties have been lost and that they
have no food and so just to keep their body and soul together they will reed
immediate gratuitous relief in the form of paddy. But that cannot be on a
very large scale or that cannot be the principal feature, The more important
feature is test relief.  Aft r the floods have subsidised and when _certain things
are to be done, for example, a village road is to be built or a village school is
to be repaired or a tank is to be cleaned, these things should be done by the
local people, i. e, by the sufferers themselves. In comparisan with the hired
labourers from other places is a higher rate of wage is given 0 those people,
they can be made to work so that they may not feel that they are dependent
on the Government, and they are beggars. In that case they will not feel
that they are depending on others shoulders just to gct a seer of rice and
that they will think that they are earning their bread in return for their
labour. Next comes the question of long range measures, that is to say, the
control of the rivers and to manceuvre with the flood and switching over to
raising various and different type of crops. If this sort of a comprehensive
scheme is take then only we shall be able to tackle this problem. Otherwisc
we cannot s.ggest that Government may be in a position to stop nood in
this State here and now and for all time (o come. That is not possible.
Moreover, we feel, though scientists sometime differ in their views, that those
floods are not an unalloyed evil. [tis no doubt true. The flood brings
sorrow and suffering to the people, but at the same time it also brings rice
soil in manoeuvre as a result of which the soil also becomes more fertile.
They bring fertilizer to some extent. No s.w in our childhocod when there
was no bund in the river Buradia and Pagladia the flo~d came and the whole
field became just like a sheet of while paper, and we use to catch fish and
play there. Insome places the water became keen deep and in others
ankle deep, but the flood water spread over the entire arca. At present what
‘happens due to these, I say not very wise, alignments of these embankments
and due to slow progress in the work of the embankment is thar instead of
water spreading over the entire area it remains stagnan in some places and ir
brings inundation  So the result is while some areas are saved in cthers are
corrpletely destroyed, and not only for the time being the water remains
there, it remains there for a long tir € hecause the water has got no outlet to
go out. In Dusulimukh, which falls within the constituency of my friend
Shri Prabhat Narayan Choudhury and near my own home, I have seen a
padgly field extending over several square miles converts into a big pond
during the rainy season. This due to the fact that while there has been an
embankment in the river, which I have mentioned before, there is no proper
gutle'{] for the .ﬂood water which comes from the river This area is covered
il g 1_3u'1 babhag and Paschimbhag mauzas. Therefore, I have been
:gz:irirgn::i ngs I{lmﬁ.e that so far as the flood in thisarea is concerned it is
. e flood which has been created by the Givernment of Assam in
t f?‘P W. D. .(Embankment and Drainage) Department. Therefore, for the
sufferings of the people of that area if anybody is to be blamed it is
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not C:ed who lives somewhere als- but
13 answerable and responsibile,

the case. For example, 1 have s

itis the Government of Assam which
I'know in other places also the same will be
25€. “en in Barpeta Subdivision and in Gauhati
Subd}Vlslon, In the constituency of my friend Shri Goswami, there are
certain cases of erosion. At the time when the houses and properties of
the people are washed away and they become homeless, property-less and
stranded tl‘lcrc is a lot of sympathy from the Government, from the public
men and {rom every. But as soon as flood goes away and the lean season
13 over all forget about it and the question of rchabilitation of the flood
victims keptin abeyance. The result is that in very year we see that more
and more people are suffering from erosion. In this pariicular year, from
the account which has been given by the Minister himself, about 1,200
families in Barpzta subdivision have been cffected. Taking an average of
S persons per family the total number of persons suffered  this year in that
area will be 60,000. Of course there is little arrangement made by the

overnment to allow the:m to remain somewhere. But whatever arrange-
ment is made it is far from adequate. It possible for the Government to
make adequate arrangement for 1,200 families comparison of 60,000 people.

Moreoter, Government cannot compensate the loss which they have
suflered,

Similarly, several scores of families in the constituency of my friend Shri
Goswami have also suffered from erosion. We know very well that because
the river Brahmaputra is too big to be controlled, this sort of erosion is
bound to come some time or other. Therefore, it would be better if the
Government take steps for settling these people somewhere else. But we
have seen that this measure has not been taken. Again we find that
while these people this time have been allowed temporarily to occupy
some land or some grazing reserve whatever that may be, but as soon as
the rainy season is over and when the question of permanently rehabilitating
them comes, then comes many a difficulty, and allotments are not given to
these people even at the rate which is recognised by the Government, z.c. 8
bighas per family. The result is, we have found that hundreds of f‘am}hes
who came, for example, to Malai Reserve being sufferers from erosion,
have still to get their pattas and allotment, though they are living there
for years together, and the result has been thata considerable strife is
going on between the landless and semi-landless people and - flood
erosion affected people, in the Demoria Mouza. I have noticed myself that
while the flood affected péople lose their crops and when the question of
raising land revenue comes, the Mouzadar in his won interest or due to
negligence, he does not submit the report with a sympathetic approach for
remission of land revenue to the sufferers. I do not say that by the granting
of land revenue remission there would be a great deal of relief to the _peoplc,
but that would bring to the ,minds of suflerers that here there is a Go-
vernment which is alive about their suffering, there is a Government which
is aware of their suffering, there is a Government which in recognition of
their suffering have shown the gesture of good will and -hclp in the form o
land revenue remission., That is a token help and that brings in conﬁdcl_lce
and good will from the suffering people to the Government. The question
is one which is not a party question where in we are to make people feel
that there is no barrier between that Government and the people, and
Just at this moment in particular, this sort of sympathetic approach to these
sufferers have become necessary for national rather than political reasons.
For the faults of some people, who are still to be found out, some section of
the people suffered and suffered heavily in our State and Government have
been good enough to grant them liberal relief; lakhs of rupees have had to
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be paid to these people for their rehabilitation, C. I. sheets h‘ad to be freezed
ard distributed for their rehabilitation. Students and youth did rush f91 their
rehabilitation. Wokers of different social and political organisations, 11 small
or big number have gone. That is very good. Thatisa very sympathetic
approach, a generous approach. I welcome it, I praise it. .But at the same time
while 50 thousand people in this way have suffered terribly, and quite justly
and properly they have been attended to, the people numbcrmg about 9 la].chs
and 64 thousand suffering side by side due to flood are not given any relief,
if for their rehabilitation the social workers do not rush, Government do not
go with all its help €. I. sheets are not available, sheds are not crgctcd,
then what will be the reaction in the country ? Let me very frank Sir, we
have been hearing this sort of complaint in different parts of the State. I
was told “why this discriminatory attitude, how is it that some sufferers
are getting some sympathetic help, but we are being neglected ; we are
not responsible for all the suffering that have come to the other section of
the people, and you people, you politician, leaders or so-called leaders: who
create problems and bring in miseries of this type and due to your action or
inaetion when due to the will of provision suffering comes to us, you make
and bring in discrimination, and due to that bitterness arises, due to that je_cr-
lousy generates, due to that envy comes and due to that cams perpetual  dis-
trust, lack of co-operation and lack of mutual understanding”. Therefore, Sir,
for a far veaching political understanding and in view of the consequence that
might bring, Government this time in particular, ought to have been much
more alert and active than before. But unfortunately though this time the flood
have been much more terrible, the help has been the least. My friend Shri Pat-
wari has tried- to summarise some of the help which been given or offered by the
Government in the form of gratuitous relief and loan. Subject to correction, I
find that the gratuitous relief that has been given to the suffering people
numbering moie than O lakhs comes to a little over 2 lakhs. So wecan
very well imagine that it comes up to about 4 annas per head. I do not say
that every sufferer needs gratutous relief. But for more than 94 lakhs of
people the relief to the tune of only 2 lakhs is too small an amount.

3 Then with regard to loan which is very urgent and important, the figure
is rcally_ very disappointing because it does not came even to one lakh. I
am again saying this subject to correction. Now if the people do not get
some money to start with then what will happen to them ? In my won
constituency, T have seen and also in Beltola mouza of Gauhati, that due
to onrush of water from the hills whatever paddy they had grown has been
destroyed, and though it does not go much to my credid or to the Assamese
people to say that unfortunately it is the habit that we raise only one erop.
Ahu is not there near about Gauhati. They raise only one crop, 7.e. Sali
crop,.and that_ crop is entirely destroyed due to onrush of water from the
Khast and jaintia Hills because of Bharalu river the mouth of which has
been silted and cannot carry water to Brahmaputra, and the bed of
Barhmaputra has also went up. Now Government is thinking for relief,
not  graturtous but short term loan or some sort of Test relicf. But the
plans are still pending. In the Dimoria rouza Pparticularly in the area
which falls to the north-east of the Railway line, whatever crops were raised
and that were good crops have been destroyed.

. So, 8ir, T find that the relief ought to have come promptly and timely
without any delay. It might come through the procedure of redtapism, in
which case there might be some delay. Butif the help does not come in
time it will be fruitless. Therefore, I submit and press the Government that
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whatever relief they propose to give it should be given very quickly. T also
welcome the suggestions made by my Friend Shrii Nath. He suggested that
the suffering is not only in the term of loss of human life, but also loss
Property togcther with the destruction of cattle and paddy. He also suggested
that the paddy husking scheme should be taken up very earnest'y. We
generally find that during the draught period, this scheme worked very
successfully and it gave good result. I think, is this scheme is taken up right
carnestly by the Government, it will give two or three-fold benefits. One of these
will be that the persons who are suffering will get Rs. per head ; the second
thing will be that inspite of depending on the milled-rice ‘which is deficient
of vitamin of food value, consumers. will get more: wholesome food and the
third thing will be that the paddy which will be husked will be under the
control of the Government. Therefore, they wi'l be able to rush in that
wholesome food to the areas where people are suffering and in urgent need.
If that scheme is taken up, it will give the above-mentioned three ben fts.

So far as the loss of cattle is conerned, it should be immediately and
properly assesed. T have gone through the statement and [ found that the
Government has not collected the figures correctly.  Government has given
some figure of loss of cattle in 13 mouzas of North Lakhimpur comprising)
278 villages covering an area of about 17,000 acres with a population . of
about 80,000 people, is only seven. I think this figure .will be much more
higher. In Sibsagar Subdivision, there is no loss of human life and the loss
of cattle is only 16. In Gauhati Subdivision the number of loss of cattle is
given as about 100 and in Dhubri - Subdivision about 162 were lost. With
regard to other Subdivisions are concerned there might be _heavy loss of cattle
or in some places the loss of cattle might not have been rightly assessed. If
proper assessment is made, we will find 100 if not thousand cattle were lost
in these Subdivisions.

If now cultivators are given cattle loans, probably there will be people
to raise rabi crops. They will be able to produce master seeds,_ pulses etc.,
and probably is the Agriculture Department of the Government will be help-
ful, they will be able to raise some other subsidiary food crops also. If how-
ever, cattle loans are to be given later on then the result will be that Just
now they will suffer and in the near future they also suffer because this
period  will not be used for raising some other crops. I, therefore, suggest
that some arrangements be made to give _cattle loa_ns. I\_&y Friend  Shri Ba_r
Barua has raised certain point regarding fisheries. F 1s‘hery Department is.
not taking keen interest in clearing up channels b}'r carrying the accumulated
water. In their interest for gaining revenue t_hey incur loss in terms of paddy
fields. I do not know the extent of loss they mcug‘rﬁd. I suggest that they
should have made some arrangement for dragging. For examl‘).le,. some
arrangements may he made to drag the Pagladia; As my F T]‘lmd 7Shr{
Tarunsen Deka has said the other day, that experts from the Centra V\ ater
and Power Commission can lessen the ravages of this river by draggmg
arrangements, This river has not only given trouble this year al}]qne,_lt has
given trouble year after year. Anether solution to get rid “of this _rl\};ex: to
divert the course of this river. The east side of the Pagladia 1“;1"91' Is being
gradually dried up. Several miles of Pagladia has gone te join the Buradia.
Buradia is really a a Bura i. ¢. worn out. It cannot give any discharge ?Vhlqh
comes fiom usual sources. When this Pagladia joins the Buradia it will
collapse and the result will be that vast track of land will be inundated.
On the other hand, the whole area of Purbabhag () will be runming * short of
water. I do not know whether our administer has visited these areas. Now



DISCUSSON ON THE FLOOD SITUATION [81u Oct.,

o that there should be some sort of
1 am not an expert and my personal
have already said probably due to some
and other purposes Government was pre-occupied and could not give more
attention to this direction, they should take urgent stcps in this direction.
Otherwise the work will be stupendous. With this remark, I conclude

my speech.

204
Government should see to all this, s

diversion and dragging arrangements.
knowledge is also very limited. AsI

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p. m.
(After lunch)
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a““Evidence was given by some individuals to the effect that
construction of flood embankments carried .out in the State,
to protect areas against flood, had produced adverse effects’’.
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“In gene_ral, embankments are a satisfactory means of
flood protection when property designed, satisfactory executed
and adequataly maintained in locations where construction
of cm_bankmen_ts in technically indicated but a suitable com-
bination of tl}ls method with other methods such as storage
dargs detention basins, etc., is of ten more efficient and
desirable.”

gt (FTE @ TR wEE o fFg wAFE Gy fFE w94
gaats TS @b |

«“Taking all factors into considerations, the Committee
feels that through weighing the result is diffieult in the
absence of sufficient facts and figures the overall benefits
derived from embankments seem to out weigh the dis-
advantages except in some localised places’. '
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oots on this subject ang we
have only half an hour at our disposal, Probably the h i

3 On. Minister wij|
take more than half an hour to reply.  Unless the House

: is Prepared to sijt
up to 5 Q’clock to-day, I haye to ask the Revenue Minister

to reply.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) :

ion if we s

There will pe no object.
itup to 5 O’lock.

Affairs) :  Sir, it il be difficult to extend the session toda
Prepared to sit on gone other day if necessary  for a longer ho

Members will haye AN opportunity to speak on the subject, The honp,
Minister may reply on that day.

Mr. SPEAKER . Then this mavy continue on the I0th October, 1960

also.
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. g?thlE\}fENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): Sir, Mr. Speaker,
s I,th t Lan}]: you for the opportunity given lo me to participate in the
qucstic:n farfll the Revenue Minister for his statement made yesterday on the
DL abg ; ?loda I expected that i, would get some more details in the
i diVisionu :I e damages doue in Lakhimpur district, specially in Dibrugarh
el t has been mentioned here that cnly 15 mauzas in Dibrugarh
e Cl'CC) affected in the flood. My information, Sir, is that 23 mauzas
S eciclion . f course, some of them were affected heavily, and some
i mentt:_ertam parts and certain mauza were affected less. I would
parts) Buricllc')}g the name of the mauzas .—Saikhowa, Sadiya (southern
S ,(llorth ihing (northern part), Hapjan (north-western part), Ranga-
part Lahoealin most part), Begdung (norttern part), Rehmaria (northern
(SOu;;hern : (northern ‘part), Moderkhat (southern part), Tengakhat
ot 12 optin)’ thremxa} (southern par.t)._ Similarly I got informations
e Mer mauzas viz., Sasseni, Tlp.l_mg,. Ifhakial, Jamira, Larua,
e oran, Sepon, Lengri, Dhemaji, Sissi and Paikmahal. In all
S i{jﬂauzas. Perhaps, the informations could not come properly
et gy ! d.ct_ thgt officers were engaged 1n Refugees rehabilitation
eir attentions were diverted to the recent disturbances.

Saik]ﬁb\jgr f';cal:]l}’ie,l there was a breach in Dirakmukh about 14 miles from
Embankn;entn 5 e 13th of July, That information could not reach the
S epartment till a 'wcck and p=1haps this was not included
’ report of Government which was publishcd in Press. If 1 am correct,

i



4

1960] DISCUSSION ON 1HE FLOOD SITUATION 217
relief to the area was sent after 12 days and it was not covered in the
report of the E. & D, Department in the first instance. In Sadia mauza,
15 villages were affected in Saikhowa mauza 30 villages were affected
and in Buridihing mauza about 10 villages were affected. I personally
visited the area. Sir, the flood in that subdivision were mostly due to
the breaches in the existing bunds and sometimes due to the non-availa-
bility of bunds. Well, Mr. Chairman, you know perhaps that Upper Assam
was devasted due to the great earth quake of 1950. 'The topography was
changed. As a result, we have to suffer and the necessity of constr.ction
of bunds were essential. I am thankful to the Government that in certain
areas embankments were constructed. There are certain other areas where
these embankments are still to be constructed, e. g., a bund is essential
right from the north-western corner ol Hajan mauza, through the northern
part of Rangagora, northern part of Bagdung as well as through northern
part of Rohmaia and Lahol mauzasof the Dibrugarh Subdivisian. That
will save a large area from the flood. That area was not affected by flood
before the great earth quake but subsequent to the great carth quake, we
find that a large number of families were made homeless, many of them
are still to be rehabilited. Of course, I can not give the exact figures now,
but I have seen personally some of these people. The families who have
suffered their condition had_been reduced to bezgary. That happened seven
years ago. 1 could not understand why these unfortunate peopls could not
be rehabilited as yet. Similarly, Sir, a large number of families in Saikhowa
as well as in - Sadia areas are yet to be rehabilitated. They were also suffer-
ers of 1953 and 1954 floods. Hon’ble Member Dr. Ghanasyam Das als)
referred to a large number of families of Dibrugarh area awaiting proper
rehabilitation. Similarly, if we take a correct survey, sometimes we are
frustrated why such a large number of people had to suffer in our own
country and in their own mother land. And that frustration is being spread.
Sometimes, whenever we extend help to certain deserving section of people
who need help, suspicion arises why more priority is given to those people
while the attention of Government could not be drawn by those pe:ple
who have no alternative hearth and home and those people are continuously
suffering. Therefore, Sir, I urge on the Government to give attention for
speedy rehabilitation of the flood affected people, specially those who suffered
subsequent to the great earthquake. Sir, 1 have already mentioned that the
floods were mostly to the breaches and those breaches are not repaired in
time. As for example, I would like to refer to the breach which was
caused in the middle of July near Dirakmukh in the No-Dehing bound. We
requested the local officials for immediate repair and they did not pay pro-
per attention then. People of the area were as well anxious. Even local
people volunteered their services to Tepair the bund themselves but
the E. & D. Department did not agree to this. Belated repair that was
made was quite insufficient and the bund was not made very strong. At the
same place, breach occurred at the middle of September and people suffered.
If I am correct, the weekness of the particular place of the bund was
pointed out in this House in way of questions. Somtimes, 2 or 3 years before,
I visited the area and I found that the portion was very weak and that
portion needed strengthening. It was pointed out to the Minister concerned,
though the Minister concerned could not reply properly. It was natural
because he could not have first hand information, but I hoped that the
Department would give propet attention.  Sit, similarly there are other
places where people are suffering from erosion, as for example people of Fakial
and Zahowal mauzas have been clamouring for rehabilitation. I do know
weather the Government has given proper attention to those affected peoglq
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However, the time is short and I hope the E. and D. Department will give
Proper attention to these flood afected areas; so that people do not
suffer any more.

I thank you Sir, for giving me a longer time.

(At this stage the Speaker vacated the chair and Shri Nilmoney
Borthakur, Chairman occupied it).

Maulavi MAHAMMED IDRIS (Rupohihat) : Sir, I am grateful to
you for giving me an opportunity to take part in this debate. Many  hon.
Members have taken part and have spoken about the devastation caused by
flood in various districts and subdivisions, But in regard to my district of
Nowgong I am very much frustrated with the report in the statement
w_vlnch‘ has been placed before the House wherefrom I found that the flood
situation of Nowgong was misreported. I am sure Government is not fully
posted wu_h the actual happenings in this district otherwise such a meagre
report or information would not have been given about Nowgong  district.
Sir, I will not take much time of the House in discussing other matters
but I would like to convince the House about the actual flood situation in
my district.

.. Weare soiry to find that only mention has been made ahout two mouzas
in the district devastated by floods. But I can inform this House that as
many as 20 mouzas have been severely affected. I had no mind to give
the names of these mouzas but I am compelled to give them now because
there was no mention about all the parts of the district where the devastation
has been sreat. ‘These mouzas are-Jarabari, Jan unamukh, Garubat, Kam-
Iﬁl": Jaraban., Sahari, Uttarkholas, Ghova, Tetelia, Manoha, Pakoria,
H%Ya“g‘_: Dhing, Batadrava, Alitangani, Juria, Laukhowa, Chalchali,
cluguri and Jagial. = Sir, you will be interested to know that this district
‘gafi attacked by flood from two sides. On the northern side the mighty
: }fxi:en(?g‘un‘a Was In spate and the Brahmaputra dyke was breached in
e Govérsgigétplaczs- (Tt is regrettable that such occurrence was not reported
e waé) S a result of these_breach_es in the Brahmaputra dyke
e KOCQiI_Sgd to Alitongani, Juria, Dhing and other mouzas
tationtin,Taral, P‘l_l vke was also breached near Roha which _caused devas-
ey 4 mogta“’f ja-gial,‘ Sahari mauzas river, etc. The river Kopili has
This io. the actualoa areas in the cast and western part of the district.
VP oty I :)sm(_)n in that district. Due to these floods heavy damage
transplanted g1, SBan'_:hng crops including. Jute,  Bao and the newly
Mol anate s es1?es_ that, many public “institutions like schools, were
and huge loss by 211}’ bridges, culverts and P.W.D. roads were damaged
aﬂ't:ctccl‘rr_-auzas is -Cm]lln‘Ed there. Sir, the miseries of the people in the
o ‘Cl'lca Y very great I')ut the affected people have not been
: relief and they are still in distress for want of proper relief

d to arr cp o .
?}?ﬁm :’0 Ql rar?v%ew:;:ﬁgcr ‘rchef immediately. As there is litde time left for
ot st Pl with'cmp affected people of the district should be provided
suggested measnre lnI the month of Aswin. Sir, many hon. Members haye
e thcir.{ricm 1 short term and long term for the relief of the People,
liberally given ta ol iy aInd would like to suggest that seed loan should be
(hemiosts afecien ﬂrCI;tO_p € and also medlcal'fac:lmes should be provided jn
relief should alsg b = Sdln my Cllstrl(lll'. BeSl'deS medical relief, veterinary
b ; Elll e avalfqble In the six most affected mouzas. Sir,
onthe Ak b };na Pox epidemic has broken out during the last fey,
i é 1S hag already cauged some deathsin the area. It is now

-
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apprehended that if proper steps are not taken immediately this small pox
epidemic may take some more lives. So, I would request Government to
see that proper steps are taken to give medical relief to this mouza.
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About test relief work, I ag
suggestion for paddy husking,
scheme should also be taken
Places can only be sanctione

ree with other hon. Members about the
I would like to add that Endi spinning
up in Nowgong district. Earthwork in some
d if new projects are taken up. In this connec-
tion I can only say that in Nowgong district the entire communication
facility has been very badly dislocated due to the floods. You can well
imagine the intensity of the flood which has devastated as many as 20

irely dislocated.

some areas  is
that for the last two years when the Local Boards were abolished there was
none to look after the Local Board roads. The condition of these roads have
now become more miserable due to flood with the result that communication
has been completely dislocated. Therefore, I would suggest that in
providing relief to these people throu

1 ) gh test relief works sufficient amount
should be sanctioned for improving these ‘communications in the district,

Regarding fair price shops there is already demand from various quarters
in my district that these fairprice shops should be opened up liberally. As

regards agricultural loan, although the People had expected a bumper crop
to reap but for the flood they arein real distress, I therefore request the
Government to grant these loans liberally so that the people can purchase
cattle and arrange some other crops for winter season, As regards flood
protection measures many hon. Members have suggested that the old em-
bankments should be constructed. I also share their views and I would
further suggest that in Nowgong district at least the Kopili embankment
which has been half done should be completed so that Garubat and Jarabari
mauza’s can be saved from further ravages of the flood. As regards other parts,
there is also the Nonoi embankment which is half done, this should be com-
pleted. Then a new embankment by the side of river Haria should be
constructed for the protection of the mouzas along its course. These Sir,
are many suggestions for permanent control of the flood in the interior Parts
of the district. Now, about the Brahmaputra dyke, as I have

already
said, there were breaches in three different places (I suggest that Govern-
ment should make a thorough enquiry about these breaches and also  see

possibility of reconstructing them on otherwise by expert personnel

S.
Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR. (Chairman): Order, order. It is
now 4 P.M. The outstandin

g bunsiness of today will be taken up on Monday
the 10th and the hon. Member can complete his speech then.
Adjournment

The Assembly

was then adjourned ti1 10 a M. on Monday, the
10th October, 1960.

R.N. BARUA,

Secretary, Assam Legislative
Assemply.



