


Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic

E Republican Constitution of India
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FEESE——

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, the 26th March, 1958.

PRESENT
Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., LL.B., Speaker in the Chair,

the Eight Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers and fifty-eight
Members.

———— g,

Tl d A d e .~

. ttention regarding recent firing at Bhanga by
Calling Pakistani troops

Mr. SPEAKER: I call the attention of the House under
rule 54. about the notice for discussion given by Sri Bishwanath
Upadh;raya, rcgarding the recent firing at Bhanga.

Shri BISHWANATI‘} UP{\DI‘_IYI}YA (Patharkandi) :
emer wAiea | W frE EEAT (A A AEAT AT AT AT AT FIAT
ared & ag gara wa & Assam Tribune W 9T gATE ) GRA-EE W 99
T &1 939 & qgh  GATST AR SEH AT ;O fAEE qwE FRA )

qEET. T AT 9o WTH AT ATES A AT TEE T H MRS [
R af’r? aﬁf 3T ‘E{EFEF ¥ g 23 fadi @F TG TAIATATSHT FAGT WY =g
qraer W Prare-fraa A & fad AT 9 AT W gAmEE oS3y & fag
faeree forr &1 o Aras & A R A T AR quT faege o S
wfaFifali # oF et gE ) FEE F AATAT 9w mmelt qar faege
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Shri BISHWANATH UPADHYAYA (Patharkandi):
AAA HgIRT | gHE-TT & ufq § @wwre A7 AT urhiad FvAr _qwedr
g I g & WA q famw aazE Fear g fw avww 3w faara gEn
#1E faq smaear FI arfy ST g9 7 EAIE AR AT ATAFE ZT T

It has appeared in the Assam T ribune of 25th March, 1958
which says—“Fresh firing by Pak troops at Bhanga.

Karimganj, March, 24. Four-hour continuous s!lootmg by
Pakistani troops at Bhanga bordering Sylhet district on the
Pakistan side yesterday sent people scurrying home from the
bazar and post office which were the possible targets.

The incident was reported soon after the signing of the
cease-fire agreemet between the Deputy Commissioners and
and Police Superintendents of two bordering districts Cachar
(India) and Sylhet (Pakistan) on March 21.

Reports received from Barapunji, ten miles south of here,

said that Pakistani troops opened fire this morning t¢ which
Indian troops replied.’’

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minjster) :
I Spee_tker, Sir, I would like to make a stateinent op the
recent firing on the Indo-Pakistan border.

On 11th March, 1958 some Pak nationals escorted by Pak
Armed Forces came to Mathergram (Pak), opposite to Nij-
Jalalpur of the Indian Border and procecded to harvest winter
i:rops grown illegally by the Pakistanis on the Char-land on the
Oeft bank of the Surma river which lies within Indian territory.
thuIPbOrder patrol protested against the harvesting, whereupon

¢ Pak Armeq Forces opened fire on our Police Patrol. Our

forces hag to retur g s h : X
: - ¥ 6 3 c ned at 16 30
hours on 114, Mall}cf}i:(fllg% g(-zlf defence. This happencd a

Withé‘uatte; rfsel ussatxme night (11th March 1958) Pak Armed I'orces

. ification opened fire on our Leverputa Out-
ost a . 1 : G, . P
%eput; élooo hours. Op receipt of this information by the
‘ mmlsssli)ﬁler, Cachar, he sent a protest to the Dcptllty
- Yihet on 12th March, 1958. He followed this
up with g . ’
b SOOEIET 18 Cgram on the same date that the Pak Armed
Forces be ordereq ¢ ot < i]w
outacted the T to cease fire. Our Deputy Commissioner also
Cl . fi(-l' ; feputy Commissioner, Sylhet on the phone on
R 1_10011'_ Ot the 12th, and informed him that while we had
g]\fen mstructions to our BOI‘dCI‘ Olﬁl_tpOStS not to fire except m
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strict self-defence, he (Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet) should order
his Forces to cease fire. Despite this there was heavy firing resor-
ted to by Armed Pak ¥orces on our Leverputa Outpost, and firing
continued till late at nicht Besides the concentrated fire on our
Leverputa Outpost, where apparently automatic weapons, inclu-
ding L.M.G. had been used, the Pak Armed Forces had opened
nt fire on the 12th on Nij-Jalalpur and Pirnagar Police
and also on Bhaterchak and Madhabpur.  There was
Pirnagar Outpost from 19°00 hours to

intermitte
Qutposts
also hecavy firing on our

22:00 hours.

We only fired in self-defence. The Deputy Commissioner,
Cachar again contacted his opposite number in Sylhet and
asked for cease fire. It was also reiterated to our forces that

they were not to act except in pure self-defence.

on the 12th morning, the Chief

Secretary had brought these matters 10 the notice of the East
Pakistan Government and i‘cqucstcd for a cease fire. Mes.mtlme
despite the arrangements between the Deputy Gommissioners,
Cachar and Sylhet, Pak Armed Forces opened fire on our
Nathenpur Border Outpost for the first time on the 13th March
and continued firing. Similarly they continued to fire at our
Nathenpur-Outpost intermittently throughout the 14th.
Between the 15th March and the [ 7th March therc was a h.lll.
Again, however, on the 18th of March without any justification
Pak Armed Forces opened firing on our Harinagar Outpost.
Our Police fired only in self-defence. The Pak Armed Forces
again fired on Harinagar Outposton the 19th. Sporadic firing on
other outposts was also resorted to by the Pak Armed Forces.
They also opened fire on Bhanga village and on our Police
Outpost there and continued © fire throughout the day.

evelopments was sent by the Chief
acca on the 20th and reques-

On getting information

Another protest on these d

Secretary to the Chief Secretary, D . ;
ting that immediate cease fire should be given cffect to, and in

the interest of peace and good-will that the Deputy Commis-
sioners of Cachar and Sylhet should meet to see that firing does

not continue.

Throughout the 20th, Pak Armed Forces continued firing
at Bhangabazar. Another protest was addressed to Dacca
From further information that was available to Governmeni.:
it appeared that there was to have beena conference at Superin-
tendents of Police level at Karmganj on the 20th March
1958 to discuss cease fire matters. UllfOl‘tunately this meeting
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could not take place. The Deputy Clomn_ﬁxsioncr, Cu(:_hm' an_d
Superintendent, Cachar howevcer, were in C(J]‘l[it('t'\\"lth therr
opposite numbers in Sylhet. Meanwile on the 21st, information
was received from Dacca protesiing against alleged firing by
our forces and stating that the District Authorities in Sylhet
were being told to discuss with our District Authorities and to
arrange a cease fire.

A meeting between the Deputy Commissioners, Ciachz}r and
Sylhet was held about 15°00 hours on the 21st March, 1958 (at
Sheolamukh Dak Bungalow just inside Pakistan) and the fol-
lowing decisions were arrived at:

(1) There would be a cease fire from 0500 hours on the

22nd March 1958.

(2) If by mistake one side opened fire the other side would

not retaliate but the Deputy Commissioners would contact each
other.

(3) Even pending action by the Deputy Commissioners,
the Subdivisional Officer, Karimganj and the Resident Magis-
trate at Zakiganj would contact each other and see that the
situation did not deteriorate.

(4) Re-inforcements of armed personnel on both sides
brought up since 11th March, 1958 would be withdrawn.

It was hoped that as a result of this agreement the firing:
on the border would cease.

This hope has, however, not unfortunately been fulfilled.

On the 22ng March, 1958 Pak Forces fired on Harinagar and on
andmagar ()Utposts.

On the 23:q March, 1958, Pak forces at 15°30 hours resorted’
to unprovokeq firing on S Bhanga Bazar Outpost, Post Office,
bazar and the Saw Mill and continued till 18:30 hours.  The
Postal Superintendent who visited the Bhanga Post Office was
fired at but

€ escaped unhurt.

On the 24th March, 1958 Pak forces shifted firing at 3.30 -
n.m. from Surma. g the Mahisasan and Barpunji area and

continued till 20°30 hoyys. Harinagar Border Outpost was also
nunder firing from 11-0¢ hours,
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In all cases our forces had (o retaliate in self-defence.
‘ihere have been no casualties amongst our Forces or civilians.

On the 25th March, 1958 Pak forces again fired at Mahisasan
from 4 a.m. This firing continued in Mahisasan, Madanpur,
Borpunji area. We had to reply in self-defence. Today (on
the 26th March 1958) it has been reported that firing started
again in the Mahisasan, Madanpur area from about 1 a.m.

The Deputy Commissioner, Silchar is trying to contact
his opposite number in Sylhet to bring about an effective cease
fire. We are protesting to Dacca. We are also keeping the
Government of India informed about these incidents.

General discussion of the Budget

Mr. SPEAKER : Now we resume debate on the budget.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister Food
and Agriculture) :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am extremely grateful
to the hon. Members of the House for the lively interest they
have taken on Agriculture, Embankment a..d Drainage and
Veterinary. I have been a Member of this House for the
last six years ; I ‘have not seen such interest being displayed
on these subjects in the past.  In fact, my grievances were
that these subjects not pnly did not receive the proper attention
of the Governments 1 the past but also did not receive the
proper attention of lhe. House as well as of the public
. Therefore, Sir, when you decided to have an
Estimates Committee to investigate into the affairs of the Agri-
culture Department, it was I who welcomegl It most. So, Sir,
when I find that the hon. Members of this House are taking
keen interest in these very subjects, I feel- really very happy
and I think that many of our diflicultics will find a " solytion

now.

Sir, the criticisms can be divided into 4 heads: (1) That
Assam has not been able to attain self-sufﬁciency in food, (2)
that there is high food prices, (3) that the machinery of: the
Agriculture Department is very weak and (4) that the officers
are not sufliciently equipped enough cither with experience and
training or from the psychological point of view to take up the
increased responsibilitics and as such the money of the Depart-
ment is being mis-spent frequently.
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Sir, I will have an occasion to raisec many of these points 1n
the Food debate which will take place tomorrow. Thercfore
I will not give much of my time now to this subject  Suffice it to
say that the rise in the price of food-grain is not an individual
phenomenon. In fact, that it has connection with the gcncral‘
_rise of price in the country., Due to an increased tempo ol
Investments, due to deficit financing, due to expansion (.)I bank
?redit, due to adverse balance of trade and duc to great increasc
In money supply in the country, the prices have gone up and
agricultural production market is not outside the spherc of
Influence of the same. But I will not dilate on these matters

now as I said T will have the occasion to speak on the subject
tomorrow.

The first question that I am going to raise is this: whether
the Agriculture Department had bluffed in the past the hon.
Members of this House about the increment in the food produc-
tion ? In the First Plan the target for food production was 2:25
lakh tons with an outlay of Rs.242-65 lakhs. In fact the Agricul-
ture Dcpartment not only achieved that target, they surp:lSSCd the
same by having raised the food production to 2-31 lakh tons.
In the Second Plan with an outlay of Rs.319°5 lakhs we were
expected to achieve a target of 2:29 lakh tons. That was the
original target fixed by the Planning Commission, but later they
raised it to 45 lakh tons without corresponding increasc 1n the
outlay,  This Government felt that it was too ambitious a
target. _SO we told the Government of India and the Planning
Commission that withont increasing the money possibly it would
not be possible to get more than 3°83 lakh tons. Now if we

examine the figures of production, year by year, it would be
seen that there had been 4 steady increment.

acresI,nthig;‘?Ec;gi the area under culiivation was 42-38 lakh

soocuction was 16: h tons. In 1953-54 the area
un.dzr fﬁ%lvauon was 42'6126 ]g?c}igl;cres and the production was
10705 12 ths ;in 1954.55 the area under cultivation was 41-94
L c}hﬁ Production was 16°92 lakh tons; in 1955-56
s arg-a 63 rl1 ]:r Sultivation was 43-08 lakh acres, the production
byl 1 lakh axh tons ang in 1956-57 the area under coverage was
e g acres, the Production was 17'07 lakh tons.

From th_ese figures it would be seen that there had been a

teady rise 1n our Production, Still then, Sir, the question is
s Ly we are not self-sufficient »
w
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In this connection let us examine the whole matter. It is
true that we attained self-sufliciency in the matter of food at the
end of the First Five-Year Plan or during the First Five Year
Plan. But our self-sufficiency was of a very marginal in nature.
We have got to consider some more factors along with it.

Sir, the purchasing power of our people has increased very
much. It would be evident from the fact that in 1950-51 the
the money circulated in India was 1,980 crores and in 1956-37
it increased to 2,313 crores. Now due to the increase in the
circulation of money in the country and the shift in the distri-
bution of national income, viz., due to issue of more loans and
additional employment facilities as a result of the :lncrea_sed
nation-building activities for the poorer people during the First
and Second Five Year Plans and due to high income elasticity of
demand for food-grains of the bulk of the Indian po
live on marginal level and change in the volume and pattern of
food consumption and increased taking of cereals there has i-een
considerable increased demand on the foodgrains. It would be
appreciated if I point out that to increase one ounce of cereal for
a man would mean that the demand for the whole nation in
India would be increased by 4 million tons. So it will be evident
that while we are not really very much self-sufficient in the mat-
ter of foodgrains, we are facing increased problems day by day-
As I have stated that due to higher standgu‘d of living there 1s
more need for foodgrains as the food habit of the people clls
changing now. Therefore, there is 1ncreas_ed demand for food.

arly in the urban areas,

Further due to industrialisation Part10U1 . d in the
population as compared to previous census have increased m ti
As a result of this there is consi-

urban arcas of the country. : . A : on-
derable change in food habit for which cereals are being cot
Along with 1t weé

sumed much more than what it was before. e
have got to consider the increased propensity of our peoplc

stock and hoard of foodgrains. ~ We will realisc the posit1on,
when we consider that in May 1955 out of the advance O
Rs.18:85 crores given by the Schedule Banks the advance on
foodgrain was 108 crores of rupces. In May 1957 the figure
of general loan was 4252 crores of which Rs.21:6 crores were
against foodgrains. Then sO far as rice and paddy 1s con-

iation of prices in the neighbouring

cerned, due to wide varl ; =
countries like Pakistan, Ceylon and Goa, there is great pro

pensity to hoard paddy and rice to keep them in stock for

profit,

pulation w ho
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Then along with it, I would like to say about increase
in population in Assam. Sir, my honourable I'riend, Shri Bhat-
tacharyya, is not present here The other day when T asked him
while he was speaking on more production, whether he meant
by more production, production of food or production of more
children, he became angry with me as if it is an offence to
speak about production of children or otherwise. But it would
be seen that in Assam within the last 50 years the population
has doubled. In 1901 the population in Assam was 3817
lakhs, and today it is above 90°43 lakhs. If all these
factors are taken into consideration with the immediate
cause, viz., drought in two or three districts in the State,
we will find the reasons as to why we arc facing shortage of
food today in Assam. I feel these facts are well-known to the
honourable Members of this House as to why there is food short-
age.  Then, Sir, one might ask about our plans for future food
supply. In this connection we are to consider the over-all
future demand for food. There is increase in population, there
is increase in consumption of foodgrains. Therefore for future
years our problems relating to food are much more complicated
than what they were in the past. These problems were discus-
sed ably in the Report of the Foodgrains Enquiry Committee.
We have.got to consider not only these difficulties but some
special difficulties of Assam. In Assam comparatively a small
portion of population are engaged in agriculture. I am just
giving figures for the information of the House.

Cultivators an

d their depend i .35 per cent
of the population. cir dependants having land 5235 per ¢

per glrl}s_ivators (having no land) and their dependants 11-58

AS agdin .
: st thig : The .
agriculturists, i }Qllf',lthe percentage of the people who are not

cultivation. T}, 0 per cent apart from labourers engaged iI}
of populaiio Nerefore, we see that there is a great percentagc
but they are N 1n Assam who do not themselves do agriculture,
ou will find tlln a sense parasite on the agriculture.  Then, Sir,
.91 lakl 1at out of 399-38 lakhs acres of land in Assam only
5921 lakh acres of 1ang ler cultivation. It is relatively a
.mall area to feed QLSAIBUECT L B ‘ e
sma hese @ such a big populaiion. It is because of oul
geograpuy and such other factors for which we have only 59-21
Jakhs acres under cultivation out of an area of 329-38 lakhs acres
of land.
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Enough arguments have been made against the Agriculture
Department. It is possibly not known to the honourable
Members of this House that our agriculturists engage themselves
in work for 158 days in a year of 365 days. 'LT'hey do not do
mostly double cropping ; they do not raise any multiple crops
and they only work for 158 daysin a year. 43 per cent of the
familics do not work at all in the slack season in the rural areas
of our State.  During the slack season only 39 percent of the
families contribute one person in agricultural work., So I do
not admit that the blame lies alone with Agriculture Depart-
ment. EFach family must work hard and they should not leave
their land fallow. As has been pointed out by our ex-Agricul-
ture Minister, Jonab Mazumder Saheb, in his speech that land
should not be kept lying fallow and we must tell our people to
use the land to its maximum. It would be surprising to
know that in Assam even one-fourth of the cultivable land is
not under double-cropping, leave aside the question of
improved method of cultivation. 1 think double-cropping is
very important for Assam as it wculd go a long way to
solve the food problem.  Here is a great duty for the hon.
Members of this august House and the great leaders of
public opinion who are in helms of social and political orga-
nisations 1o cduca’e our people.

Today in our midst there is a considerable number of culti-
vators who are likely to respond to their calls. Some of the hon.
Members have said that the Agricultural Demonstrators are not
found in the villages. T admit that in many cases they are not
found in the villages. They take advantage of the weak public
opinion. Afier all they are the product of our own society. Any-
way, about this I will speak later on. But T may point out what
the Demonstrators in the villages are to tell the cultivators ; pos-
sibly how to do double cropping, trecble cropping or multi-crop-
ping or to take to improved methods of cultivation. In this very
State there are several lakhs of very good cultivators including
those who migrated from Mymensing and scttled here. Thesc
migrant pcople are very good cultivators. They spread over
almost the whole State of Assam. They do improved methods of
and multiple system of cultivation. Let us leave aside the Dem-
onstrators. Have not these migrant people demonstrated to
our indigenous cultivators as to how improved methods of culti-
vation is to be practised? But have our people taken to it ?
How can we expect a few Demonstrators of the Agricylture De-
partment alone to change the mentalily or the psychology of our
people?  How can we expect our -departmental officers to do

00 s
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that? So, in this matier I asked for the co-operation of the
hon. Members of this House scveral times and I hope this will
be forthcoming very soon.

Next, Sir, T want to refer to the problem in the hill areas.
The Jhum cultivation there, asthas been pointed by my Triend,
Mr. Teron vyesterday, is a wastefuul method of cultivation and
vet this method of culiivation is going on in the hills for ages.
Now the question is how to solve this problem? The land in the
hill areas is not a subject which comes within the purview of tlnis
Government. We cannot legislate about land ; we cannot
legislate to ask the people to stop from doing Jhum cultivation.
We cannot legislate to ask the people to go for permanent culti-
vation there. We cannot confer to these people periodic rights
over the land in the hill areas. Sir, all those are to be consider-
ed when we talk about this problem in the hill arcas. There 1S
another problem peculiar to Assam. There has been a  consi-
derable increase in the cultivation of the special crop, thatis
jute, in the State. You will be surprised to hear, Sir, that
when thc.all India increase in jute acreage is 365 per cent.,
: Assam’s, increase is 47-9 per cent. This is one of the causes for
the shortage of food production. Some of our people now have
taken to cultiv'ation of cash crops like sugarcane too. Now due
to these what ig happening today? Our acrcage of paddy land
has been reduced to a great extent. This is one of the difficul-
ties that we are to face todav.

There is a certain system of right that has been given to
pas backward and tribal people of the State. This is known as
the ‘Line System’ in some areas. In this system there are both
%09(1 and bad effects, The bad cffect is this that these people
qgl?f ;;‘f{t?‘:gd and remaining confined among themselves do not
eenleds g hmproved method of cultivation of others and the
long this SS;Qte leir method of cultivation is still primitive. S0
oilia imﬁmr,n continues it will be different for these people to
ofpilicia Ved methods of cultivation following the examples

]1ave}jl(l)1¥;1(§;r;.3F% me come to the administrative side itself. 1T
e e d‘~t Itithat I was called upon to take charge of a
- . GfPartment. Tt was never thought in remote past
would have to play sucl ¢ when E‘.‘ Agricu tmﬁ: epartme!
d the result is thic uch a Vl_tal part in the ‘nauona_l economy
and | B 15 11s that this Department is running with a
great shortage Ofoﬁﬁ}cf-‘l‘s at all levels, When we started the
Agl‘lCUItU"‘f‘l College in our State we thought that more and
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more boys would come to join it. But what is the outturn of
this collece?  When in the rest of India the minimum qualifica-
tion for admission into an agricultural college is I. Sc., in our
college the minimum qualification had to be reduced to matri-
culation. Even then, Sir, we get mostly 3rd division matricu-
Jates who come to take admission. What better service can you
expect, Sir, [rom these 3rd division matricutates? I leave it to
the hon. Members of the House, to judge. You have got to
remain satislied with the standard of service produced by these
3rd division matriculates. Therefore, today I agree with the
hon. Members of the House, when they say Fhut our officers are
not efficient and not well  equipped with agricultural knowledge.
But wherefrom are we to get the really efficient or more qualified
personnels except those 3rd division 111;1t-1'1c}11at_es. We must
depend on the personnels produced by this institute of ours,
When we do not get really qualified people to become  officers
how can we expect to get qualified people to be Demonstrators
to work with the village people? 50, W¢ had to go lor such boys
who read up to class VI, VI or VILL It is said th'at as soon as
they get jobs they change their dress and ])'C?;H1 wearing  coat
and pant and become ‘Bhadralok” 0\-'01"111_81‘_1-- “115’ s the
disease in many places. In the Sccretanat our Chaprasis
arc (o wear now-a-days closed neck coats. But, Sir, they do not
prefer the  same. They are cager 101_‘\ Fl(_)\ublc _brfm""f:. or
open neck coats.  This is our posiion. We arc morc anxicus
about our dress than our work.

What is the position at higher level ? ]}:J\fn' lllél_l'c Secreta-
riat ? During the last 6 months or S0 .I. '1‘1]C3 fto‘ isenss ;these
problems with threc successive Sccrctuf‘eb'.l el?le e Sccreta-
ry linds out a solution he is changed and “116“0_ g: next Sccreta-
1y tries to come to a solution he 1s agalll Cfla?bc L Th‘ls.ls the
statc of aflairs, With the shortage o ood there is  also
the shortage of pcrsomlcls _ and Ch%lll_gc dOf S_CCI‘etaries,
Of course nobody can possibly be amed - seriously  for
this.  We arc now to run our Depgmnenctls S great shor-
tage of personnels both in the technical an 1_(11011-tcc§1111cal sides.

Another point is the pay scale given to }10 staff of our Agri-
culture Department: this 13 comparatively much less than
those of other Departments. ‘We are to -COI}Slder also the fact
that the pcople who are required 10 e the Agriculture
Department have not much scOp¢ for pr omotion and so they are
expected to have better scale of Pay. The Engincering section
of the Agriculture Department has virtually neither good pay
por prospect,
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There had been considerable duplication of work at various
levels for want of proper co-ordination between the various na-
tion building departments. With all this difficulties we had to
work in the past.

It has been said that the system ol supply of sceds is not
satisfactory as seeds are not supplied in time.  There is no secd
store of this Government. Until and wunless a seed  store is
built up and untl and unless the House is prepared to write ofl
some money for the occasions when sced not being sold lias  got

to be disposed off as paddy, possibly this problem caunot be
solved.

Another point that has been raised is this that fertilizers were
not supplied in time. T admit that this was correct. In fact the
Agriculture Department had to be run under various adminis-
trative difficulties. Since the present Government started func-
tioning it has brought about certain changes to remove these
difficulties. The first is this that all the allied Departments con-
nected with agriculture have been brought under one Ministry.
M_y Friend, the Leader of the Opposition, was very critical aboul
this subject yesterday. T can tell him from my short experience
that this change will g0 to solve our problem (o a great extent,
Now, 'the‘ Govex_'nment has taken up the question of rcorgani-
sing the Secretariat as wel]. I have already said that during
the last 6 months or so there had been changes of three Secre-
tarics in my Department, Now Government would sec after
finalising their proposals that in future one Secretary lakes

charge of all th.e possible allied Departments and he works for a
fairly long period.

b}r’ i the past the works of the Embankment and Drainage
Depaé@megt and the  Agriculture Department  were without
gg;ér ti)nat\lgl}l; The Embankment and Drainage Department
e ke ndependently of the Agriculture Department.In
i G agllculture Department  was  not associated
ment and Dra,igy sphere of = activities of the Embank-
have been set Age Depar_tm?nt. But now Irrigation Boards
ordinatc the worlks the d]StI‘lCt' and subdivisional level to co-
Embankment ang DOI: the Agriculture D‘ep_artmel}t with the
Control Roard at ﬂramagc Department. Similarly, in the Flood

a5 el SR ¢ State level, the Agriculture Department
has ated am sure now the difficulties which
€ past will no longer be therc to the
that ; we have already set up a Board
difficulties created by the works of the

we had expericneed iy, g,
qdlﬂC (’»}S:‘e.“t. N()f_ ()111
jo investigate into the
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flood control and the irrigation wing of the Government,
We now desire to utilise  this Department more for irrigation
work than for anvthing else.  So far as seed is concerned, we
have taken  up certain new schemes which we
are thinking of putting into operation in the course of next
year. My Iriend, Shri Biswadev Sarma, said that a minimum
standard of production should be fixed. I entirely agree with
him.  Unless and until the whole of our agricultural programme
is backed up by some sort of legislation to the effect that
people must not keep their land waste, they must take to
double cropping and better sceds and fertiliser, possibly our
condition would not improve much. Therefore, we are thinking
a new system of sced distribution. The proposal of the Gov-
crnment is this: they will notify a particular area and in
that area they will issue as loan good seeds and feriiliser and
saturate the area  with good seed. Then outof the pro-
duction of that area »iz. the A class seeds collected from that
area, they will increase the area of operation next year and
in this way cover a subdivision. These are some of the
measurcs alrcady taken in order to increase food production,
Sir, further to encourage the people to take to double-cropping we
have lately issued a Grow More Food loan amounting to Rs.37
lakhs of rupees.  Some members of this House said that they were
thinking  that this money would not be spent. I can tell the
House that almost the whole amount is being distributed and
will be distributed. There is no difliculty about that. These
arc some of’ thesteps we have already taken in this connection.

Now, Sir, it has [urther been stated that the publicity wing
of the Agriculture Department should be strengthened, We
have taken steps to strengthen the Publicity Deparu_nent_ As
I have said, Sir, not only publicity is necessary, but it is more
necessary  that public opinion should be associated with our
activities. In order to do that, we have been holding lately
village leaders’ training camps in many a places all over the
State. Prizes are given in crop competition. . We are a]gq taking
steps to have {armers’ forum all over the State. ¢ g 4 good
news that this year also a large nu:nbcr of our cultivators
attended the farmers’ forum held in New Delhi, Then we are
thinking of implementing the Balwantrao Mehga Commititee’s
report in order to bring about morc democratic decentralisation.
So far as the work of the oflicers 18 concerned, g have said. in
the past nobody had any fixed responsibility,  Now we Lave
fixed the responsibility of cach officer.  We 0 breaking our
targets to the district and village levels. We iy now fix a target
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for each Gram Sevak and each Demonstrator and he will have
to achieve that, unless and until this is done, he will not be con-
sidercd as a fit person capable of doing his job.

Now, Sir, with regard to fertilisers. there were great
difficultics in the past. What happened was this : the contractors
for fertiliser were people who held both the tea quota of
fertiliser as well as the agricultural quota. But, the price of
fertiliser of the agriculture quota is lower than the price of the
tea quota as the balance is subsidised. Thercfore, at the time
of distribution, it was apprchended that the contractors used
to black market most of their quota of agricultural fertiliser
taking advantage of their dealership inthe tea quota. There
was no appreciable chance to control them. Therefore, Sir,
the Government took a policy decision in the middle of last
year not to give the agricultural quota to thosc holding tea
quota. As a result, tenders were invited.  Of the cight parties
from whom tenders were received, one was rejected bhecause
his tender was wrong. Out of the seven parties, 1t was found
that five parties were tea quota holders ; thercfore, their tenders
were automatically rejected.  Government were then left with
two parties. Of these two, one party, viz., the Assam Co-ope-
rative Apex Marketing Society, was also aranted the quota.
This Apex Marketing Society is an  apex organisation of all
the marketing co-operatives of the State. Itis a Government
sponsored organisaiion in which Government have contributed
to the tunc of one Jakh of rupecs as sharc capital. The Director
Board consist ol people among whom arce representatives of the
Finance Department, the Co-operative Department and the Regt-
strar of Co-operative Societics. 'The Secretary of the Society 15 &
1R Of.the CO‘OPCI‘atiVC Pepartment. We are sure, oir, that
the position with regard to the distribution of fertilisers would
now improve very much. Sir, this selection of ours has created
a stir. It has been given out in the shape of an anonymous
pamphlet that this Assam Apex Marketing Society is a Benaml
organisation of the Marwaris. Sir, the Sccretary of the society
is a man of the Co-operative Department; the Government of
fﬁstfgr%t}-‘;iﬁsi)mated with it and they have contributed shqr‘c e
P . e lakh rupees, the Board of Directors consist of repre-
sentah_ye; of th_ﬂ Inance, Co-operative and other Departments.
Now, if this socicty is called an association of the Marwaries then
the GOVQ(.irllm.'(;nt of Assam can also he called an organisation of
I\./IarWEUlCS, Sir, our actjon in giving the fertiliser quota to this so-
ciety has evoked praise from the Government of India. inasmuch
as the Government of India had been telling for a long time
that we should encourage Co-operative as far as possible in this
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matter and that caution should he exercised in case of tea quota
holders.  In a note circulated in the last meeting of the Nation-
al Development Council, all other States of India were asked to
follow the example of Assam, who have entrusted amongst others
a co-operative organisation to distribute fertiliser. Sir, I am sure
after this new  agents have been selected there will not be any
difficulty about distribution of fertilisers.  In fact, the position
has already improved.  Sir, in the past the highest quota was
sold to Dibrugarh district although it has got less agricultural
area than other districts, This year this has not been the case
and I am sure our fertilisers will not go to the black-market as

has been suspected in the past.

the questions raised by my
Friend, Mr. Teron. Sir, I have said that Jhum cultivation
cannot be stopped by Govornment, My I'riend has stated
that Jhum cultivation is a very wasteful and bad method. .I
agree with him, but at the same time I want to state that it
cannot be stopped by Government because we have no right to
legislate in hill areas with regard to land. We cannot force
people to refrain from Jhum cultivation.  We cannot also confer
any permanent right ol tenancy to the people in the hill areas and
thus stop them [rom shifting their cultivation cvery year. I may tell
my hon. Friend that whenever I visited any hill district T'told the
members of the District Council that they should take steps to
confer parmanent right of tenancy to the people. Unless and

until such rights are given to the people, possibly we cannot
So far as this Government 1s con-

stop shifting cultivation. . _
cerned, we can help them only by demonstrating other methods
of cultivation and by making propaganda amongst them. In

order to do that, the Government have taken up a policy thqt
if a man in the hill arcas goes in for terrace cultivation, this
Government gives him Rs.200 per acre, of which 50 per cent
is subsidised. If a man in the hill area takes to {errace culti-
vation, this Government gives him subsidy, ranging from Rs.50
to Rs.200. .

Shri CHATRASING TERON [ Mikir Hills-West
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes) |1 On a point of informa-
tion, Sir, may I know whether this grant of Rgs.200 was
made after duc consideration of all the fiwm}‘s involved, parti-
cularly the cost that may be involved n cultivating one acre of

land by terrace method,

Now, Sir, I will take up

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agricul-
ture) : No Government can pay every cuitivator his entire cost
of cultivation. If that were to be done, the whole Government
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would go bankrupt. We can only help a cultivator by giv-
ing a part of his cost as subsidy, just to encourage him. CIf we
are to give everybody his entire cost, this Government will have
to be mortgaged with somebody outside the State. It is impos-
sible. Therefore, Sir, we are helping and encouraging the people
by giving them subsidy. Tor each acre of land we give Rs.200
of which 50 per cent is subsidised. Similarly people in hills are
given subsidy for raising up cash crops. or doing  wet cultiva-
tion, etc. These are the ways by which the Government is
trying to help the hill people so that they may shift themselves
from Jhum cultivation to normal cultivation, but we cannot
force them.

My Triend said thatin the Hills we should study the
problem of Jhuming. In fact, a pilot scheme for control of
Jhuming was initiated by the State Government in the Iorest
Department in February 1953 as a result of the recommenda-
t;ons made in this regard by a team of expert {rom the Ceentral
Government. Their main conclusion was that although the
quantum of actual soil erosion was not very significant in the
areas in the Garo Hills and the Naga Hills that they visited,
still there was considerable evidence of diminishing soil fertility
because of repeated cropping of the same areas at diminishing
intervals. It was suggested by them that Pilot centres should
be constituted first in the Garo Hills and then in the other
Sixth Scheduled districts, where tops of the hills would be dedi-
~ated to forestry, the middle slopes to cash crops, such as, cashew
nut, black pepper, coflee, rubber, etc., and the lowest slopes and
in valley bottoms should be utilised, after terracing, for raising
food crops Sir, apart from the 30,000 pounds of cashew nut
seeds distributed free by the Agriculture Department....

Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): How
many of them goerminated ? )

M. MOINUL HAQ_UE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agri-
culture) : I think, cent percent  germinated.  Apart from the
cashew nuts distributed by the Agriculture Department 3 centers
have been takgm up in Garo tills by the Forest Department in
1957. Th‘C tribes in all {he other hills are also very enthusiastic
ahout1t. Centres havealso heen opened at Diphu and other places
-y Mikir Hills as well as in Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Mizo
])isll’icw’ etc. Impressed with the progress that can be made,
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particularly with respect to cashew nut grown by the tribesmen
in their  Jhums, Government sanctioned late in 1957-58 a
scheme for growing cashew nutin Jhums in the Mikir Hills
District, the tribesmen being given half wages in cash for
growing cashew nuts in their own Jhums, the other half of the ex-
penditure being treated as a loan to the villagers. It is proposed
to implement the scheme in the Mikir Hills district in 1958-59
and if possible, extend the same to other hill districts. The Jhum
control centres ofwork openedupto 1956-57 are 16. and for
1957-58 centres of work opened are 9, The total expendit&re from
1952-54 up to 1957 April has been about Rs.11,16,741 in this
respect. The expenditure expected to be incurred in 1957-58
by 3lst March is Rs.7,99,102. During the Second Five Year
Plan period the target expected to be achieved is 75 centres
of work distributed in all the sixth scheduled dtstricts. These
centies include wattle cultivation, coflee, black pepper, rubber,

cardamom and other cash crops.

With the expanding activities all over the sixth scheduled
aistricts of the State and the necessity for making greater
progress with terracing, bunding of streams for irrigation to
produce paddy in terrace permanently, and the other soil con-
servation measures, various scientific schemes of research have
been started. Government have started high altitude paddy
research scheme, ginger research scl_leme and cardamom
research scheme in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and cotton .
research scheme in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and the

cotton research scheme in the Garo Hills.

Shri CHATRASING TERON [Mikir Hills-West
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Are all the schemes
started by the State Government ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture) : These are the schemes under the 2nd Fjye Yeal,‘
Plan and they are financed by the Centre and State Govern-

ment.

Apart from these, the Government has sanctioned in the
current year a scheme costing Rs. 1,80,000 exclusively for deve-
lopment of agriculture in the border areas of the Unite G fIC bt
and Jaintia Hills for rehabilitation of the border people affected
by the partition of the country and under thig scheme the people -
are being supplied with free seeds, fertilisers, etc.
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Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS ROY [.herapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]| : Sir, may I know whether the Minis-
ter said that fertilisers have been distributed free in the United
Khasi and Jaintia Hills district ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): So far as border areas are concerned, fertilisers
have been distributed free.

Now, Sir, in this connection , further T want to say that
a sum of Rs. 75,00,000 was aliocated for the 2nd Five Year
Plan period for soil conservation work of which only about
Rs.19,00,000 would be expended by the end 0f1957-58. For utilis-
ing the balance amount of Rs.50,00,000 forsoil conservation parti-
cularly in the hill areas effectively, the Government is proposing
to have a separate Dircctorate of Soil Conservation apart from
the Agricultural Directorate in collaboration with N. E. F. A.
We are in correspondence with the Government of India to
start a research station on soil conservation at Nongpoh.

Sir, I have already stated some of the various measures
taken up by the Government in the hill areas in order that the
people in the hills may shift themselves from Jhuming system of
cultivation to other modes of cultivations, such as raising of
cash crops, utilising high altitude lands for wet paddy or terracé
cultivation ,-etc., and for which Government is giving suflicient
subsidy to the cultivators. All these subsidies are given in order
to induce people to take up better types of cultivation but this
is not sufficient as you cannot change the ways of life of 2
people by subsidy alone. You have got to create public opinion
in  this regard. So, I would request the hon. Members
from the hill areas to create public opinion and to pursuade the
hill people to give up the pernicious system of Jhuming.

My Frie

should nd said another thing that in the hill areas weé

Start an Agricultural College. I do not know whether..-

(ResS:::;le dC‘HATRASING TERON [Mikir Hills-West
College b tfor Scheduled Tribes): I did not mean 2

amigne tﬁ an Agricultural Institution which will be able to
= € Vvarious agricultural problem of the hill areas.

Mo MOINUL HA o @
. P UE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): It js , que%ion of funds, Sir. There is already an

ins.titUtion i training Hill boys in agriculture at Upper
Shillong.
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A])a.rt from that the students of the Hills studying in the Assam
Agricultural College get scholarshipsand the students get the
Opportunity of studying the various problems of hills, such as
soil conservation, terrace cultivation, etc. Every student has got
to assume some practical training in soil conservation. Besides,
Government is proposing to start a Soil Conservation Directo-

rate with N. E. F. A.

Apart from this, Sir, my Friend was speaking about fruit
preservation and horticulture. He has suggested that we should
start small fruit preservation factories in various places in the
hill areas. Sir, this question was examined and it was found
that our transport cost being heavy and at the same time there is
not much consumption inside the State, it would not be econo-
mically feasible to start small fruit preservation factories. It may
be known to my Friend, Sir, that there is a big scheme under the
Second Five Year Plan to start a fruit preservation factory at
Gauhati. It took several years for Government to find out a
private party interested in this matter. In spite of advertise-
ments no body was forthcoming. In fact those who were ready
to start the said fruit preservation factory were asking the
Government to guarantee purchase of half the produce for several
years after the starting of the factory. So, Sir, unless the question
of transport is solved, I do not know whether such a scheme can
be successfully worked out. Recently a F. A. O. expert came to
our State to study the question of fruit preservation and horti-
culture in the hill areas and we are utilising his services to
study this problem. The problems of the northern region will
have some solution in the proposed plant at Gauhati. But the
problem of the southern region will continue to trouble us.
Hence we haye put forwm.’d a propose_ml to the Government pf
India for setting up a fruit _prs:servatlon factory §011}ewhere in
between the Khasl and Jaintia and the Lushai Hills so as to
ke advantage of the fruits grown in those areas.

enable us tota
Ve if we get the help of the Government of India we

We expCCt that

can start this factory very Sool.

Then again, 1y Friend was speaking about starting of
piggery and poultry farms in dlffgrent places in the hills. I can
hform the hon. Member and ‘the House as  well that this
is being done, particularly ander the Gommunity Project.

M'aulaVI_ T\’Tallan}lnad Idl‘}sj was Speaking about
This Government sanctioned a sum ©O

Rs, 48;578 in 195758 for constructing 184 jute retting tanks : 50

My Friend,

p— e el T
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per cent of the cost was and is subsidised. In 1958-59 Budget we
have provided the same sum. I can assure my Friend that we
will pay our serious attention to this matter.

Let me now come to theVeterinary Department. The posi-
tion of this Department is still worse. The area in this State 1S
52,100 sq. miles and cattle population according to last censusis
over 54 lakhs. Now. what is the number of Veterinary dispen-
saries in the State today ? Itis 106—the average coverage of.a
Veterinary dispensary is 500 sq. miles and 54,000 animals. This
is the position. Now, Sir, if we consider that there are 5 54 lakh
acres of land in Assam under P. G. Rs. and V. G. Rs., then the
position becomes more difficult because, as has been stated by
my collzgue, Jonab Matlib Mazumdar, our people are not use-d
to stall feed their cattle. They let loose their cattle to graze in
these P. G. Rs. and V. G. Rs. and thereby they are subjected !o
various pests and contagious diseases which is one of the main
causes for the high cattle mortality in our State. Now, how our
veterinary dispensaries are being run ? Sir, it is known to every
one of us that there is acute shortage of qualified personnels In
this department. Even ever since 1952 we were not getting a
technically qualified Director for the Dcpartment with the result
that fora long time a non-technical man had been placed as
Director of the Veterinary Department, Then therc are several
vacancies even in the lower levels as Deputy Director of Veteri-
nary and Livestock, Veterinary Surgeons, ctc. With this shortage
of personnels the Department is being run now. If we open
more and more dispensaries as demanded by my Friends, then
I do not know by what magic, Government can run those
dispensaries. The Veterinary College was started in 1948-49;
by this time we have had spent nearly Rs. 10 lakhs for this Col-
lege: what is the outcome ? Only 12 veterinary graduates under
rt;_gglar course have come out, Tt is not for me. or as a matter
of fact-for the Government to produce personnels to man this

E;%?;‘;lfflent. A great deal rests on the public and on the public

Shri HIRALAYL
PATWARI (Pamery) : A department
can be openeq from the Government side. :
Agriﬁltﬁm}“ma HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
welcome a.nel)ﬁ If my Friend would like to take up, he is most
d he can he employed (Laughter).

Now, Sir, comip

St it i ifficult to
pet students for the Cg 0 the same problem it is very diffic

ollege, Good students are not forthcoming
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in this line; we got only third division matriculates. This year
we have admitted students, almost all of them are third divi-
sion matriculates and still there are about 20 seats vacant to be
filled up. Even 3rd Division Matriculates are not available.
Now to meet this position the Department thought it fit to
reduce the standard of the College and to give Diplomas to the
students. A short course of Veterinary Fields Assistants which
Jasts for 6 months was introduced and this course is open to boys
of class V or class VI. Now these are the quality o"the boys who
will in future man this Department. What can be expected from
these ill qualified people. I feel my Friends should pity my help-
lessness—I want nothing more than this consideration from
them. Similar is the condition Sir, in other sections of this Veteri

nary Department; although in other Stat;es in their various schemes
like dairy farming, cattle disease 1nvestigation institutions,
»oultry farming, etc., they had appointed Special Officer for
each branch, this State due to shortage of _personnel could
not do so.  With these handicaps it is very diflicult to meet the
sroblems properly. This Government 1s paying due attention to
this so that we may be able to utilise the materials at our dispo-
sal. I may inform the House that so far materials are concerned
there is no shortage nor 1s there shortage of money even, but
our main difficulty is shortage of qualified man power.

Now, Sir, my _Friend, Shri Prabhat Narayan Choudhury was
complaining that in the €. and D. Department there is no short-
qce Of sersonnel—he was quoting certain figures of his own. Let
me tell him that this E. and D. Departn ent was started in 1954,
What was the expenditure in that Yfal‘—lf ‘was Rs. 116 lakhs,
What was the personncl ? It was 102, Now in 1957 the expendi-
ture is 52584 lakhs angl the n'umber of pcrsm_mel is 305. Thus

ture is five times more than in 1954, the staff is

- expend
when the expen : :
not even 3 times more than what it was in 1954, In fact we are
running the Department with a shortage of 14 Engineers and

813 Overscers.  Again, my Friend referred to the River
Valley Projects. I can tell my VFr1e1?d that Government has
not abandoned anything Wuh respect to the River
Valley projects. Regardmg .Lthe B'Tdak Valley project the
report is that =~ 10 suitable siie. cou be found for a dam
across this river. Therefore, the ich?me Was  proposed to be
dropped but the Flood Control Boarc .dld not agree (o abandon
the scheme. It has been ghimd@d to carry out further investiga-
tions to find out the fessibility of a dam across {his river.
Next Sir, I come to K.Oplll- I nay say l_’ha.t the detailed inves-
tigations for both the power and irrigation aspect are in good
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progress and are expected to be completed in 1959. Then regard-
ing the Noa Dehing the preliminary project report as prepared by
the Assam Investigation Circle has been sent to the Central
Water and Power Commission for their further scrutiny. Then
about the Subansiri project I may inform that the preliminary
investigations are benig taken up soon. As regards Jia Bhorali,
geological reconnaissance only has been carried out.

Now, Sir, Shri Jogakanta Barua has said in his spcech that
erosion in large scale is going on at Naharkatiya. My Friend,
Shri Hari Narayan Burua, has also made some reference regard-
ing the erosion at Jorhat by the Bhagdoi river. As far as
erosion at Naharkatiya is concerned permeable timber spurs have
been provided there since 1956 and these spurs have checked
the progress of eciosion almost to a halt. As far as crosion at
Jorhat by Bhogdoi river is concerned, I may say that the
erosion at Jorhat is not of a very serious nature ; the  erosion
can be checked by properly maintaining the bamboo spurs; _I
hope the hon. Member Shri Barua should not have any misgl-
vings about the erosion at Jorhat by the Bhogdoi river.

However, T assure my Fricnds that these things will be
looked into by the Government. Next Sir, my Friend, Shri Nurul
Islam, said that the people protested against the construction
of the embankment  from Silghat to Dhing, but this is not 0.
The project was actually undertaken on the demand of the
people themselves as well as the representatives of the locality.
hwalvt? E{Frge?ll;(lj to the question of opening. the spill channels WF

dy taken up the matter as I said before. Further, we
have appointed a Commission under the Presidentship of Shri
Bhag]awatl to 1nvestigate into this matter and this Commission
has already issued a questioner and I believe the hon. Member

must have received it in the meantime. y
raiserc-l}: b‘i/T;EXt %)g)int, Sir, I want to rel)I‘V. about the q.uesti?ﬂt
o 'schz riend, Shri Durgeswar Saikia. He said tha
TSy fOUIIIIclleS which were 1nc’luded in the 1957-58 budget
#nany schermes a place in this year’s budget. Further he said that
heDa included in the last budget were not started by
. bartment although financial provisions were there In
this connection | d ke t P A _ e

Flood C wou ike to inform the House that

ontrol and Irrigation Wing Budget i inly financed

from the Central L gauon 2 ge__ 1s mainly ;
of 1957-58 buq thn assistance. At the time of preparation
available as 103,1%6q no indication as to what amount would be
ev fempfitin assistance from the jCeni:re was given, though
{er the 2nd VF,agr‘eed that the Flood Control Programme
unc e ve-Year Plan would be Rupees 8 crores.
Accordmgly on the basis of the plan allocation a budget of
2:26 crores was framed for that year for the Flood Contrel
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Works in anticipation that the whole amount would be forth-
coming as loan from India. But I am sorry to say that sub-
sequently Government of India reduced the plan allocation
from Rs. 8 crores to Rs. 7 crores and allocated only Rs. 1-12
crores for the year. So, you will find that just for that one year
the allocation for this programme was reduced by Rs. 1-14
crores. ‘The amount had been drastically curtailed and there-
fore, we had to plan our programme accordingly resulting in
that several schemes provided in the last budget could not be
implemen_ted as there was no money although they were
provided in the budget due to the fact that the Central Govern-
ment had reduced the allotment from 8 crores to 7 crores.
Moreover, it has now been found, that embankments, which
were originally designed without sufficient provision for open-
ings for Flood Irrigation, require additional funds to the tune
of Rs. 60°00 lakhs for sluices and another 94-00 lakhs for raising
and strengthening to bring them to the standard of specifica-
tion prescribed by the Central Water and Power Commission.
Another sum of Rs.45'0 lakhs had to be found out from the plan
allocation for collection of Hydrological data which up till now
was the responsibility of the Centre. In revising the plan
therefore, many schemes of relatively lower priority from techni-
cal considerations have now to be given up.

Sir, onc more thing I have to reply. Yesterday some
Members had spoken that the Embankment and Drainage
Budget was the Budget for Kamrup and Cachar districts. I
am really sorry to hear this criticism. The underlying insinua-
tion is this _that Embankment and Drainage Minister is from
Clachar district so possibly a good amount of the monev has been
given to that district. 1 am very sorry for this. In the past when
1 was a Member of this House I used to speak about Cachar
district and I used to request the Government to allot more
money for that district as not only it was a very undeveloped dis-
trict, but it did not get its due. I am sorry 10 point out that in
the First-Five-Year Plan Cachar did ndt practically get anything
in this Embankment and Drainage Budget. 1In this connection,
Sir, I would give the figures to Sh_ow that the districts of
Lakhimpur and Sibsagar are getting big allotments. The dis-
trict of Lakhimpur ever since the istarting of Embankment
and Drainage programme has already got Rs.415'85 lakhs,
Sibsagar has got Rs. 149-24 lakhs, Kamrup Rs. 915:91 lakhs,
Nowgong Rs.116-19 lakhs and Cachfw has got only Rs. 8624
lakhs including thl.s year’s. budget. Now, ir, it is very easy to
say anything one likes but if you compare the allotments with the
other districts you will find that Cachar is getting only Rs.86'24
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of price and production and the economic situation as a whole
and as preliminary report of the Council they have suggested
not only more industrial investment, but they have also
recommended to hold on the line of wages. We know the
workers in England in the various industries are more organised.
There was a series of strikes by the workers, the workers of the
Railway and Buildings and Trade. They launched the struggle
and the Government was forced to climb down and agreed to
the wage increase. As a result of the strugele of the working
classes participating in the strikes, Government was forced to
revise their policy and on the 20th March again they have
lowered the Bank rate from 7 per cent to 6 per cent. These are
the features which should be studied and there is no reason why
the working class of America should behave otherwise if there 18
recession in America. I am sure they will give an answer, if
there is a recession. One thing should be borne in mind that
the recession is one of the features of the dollar areas. Because
of the strong peace movement of the world, the war industrialists
are feeling shy to make any investments. They are not even
prepared to invest even in scientific researches, for example, it
was left to the army, navy and air forces, which was theirs.
Even the Sputnik which is still to be born in America—the other
day it died after its birth—was undertaken to be made by the
Army. ‘These investors transferred their investment for War
industries to other industries, and as a result recession has
occurr(-:d. The other factor is the assertiveness of the backward
countries—Colonial countries such as South— East Asia, Middle
East. There is a national urge among these people to achieve
economic prosperity, to raise their productive power In
agriculture and in industries. These two factors contributed a
recession in America. This along with the progress of the
wo(xik'mg classes in America will check the coming of recession
%T;ing;;l}}glgtfi& 1; Lvill ‘not affect the world economy- QII:C
Y e 0‘ the present trend of the world is growilg
HEEY ¢ force of peace and further assertiveness of the
backward and newly ind lent tes of the world
There is the § : vy ndepend (.4111, ] countries _o the oy
2 216 Summit Talk and if it comes to a successful
conclusion, the American olicy will have to be revised. This
will*“have ‘an “frgaa e B o iy _hr“‘? Ny R T i
] Pact in  the international field. In this
compass we also, SHotld wiaw siie 1 ] and economy and the
entire plan should he | o St o I‘/‘ f : i
T e ased on _1}_1at economy. There ore ou
rom that idiosyncrasies of the capitalist

r Tl]e < I v

worliwcess Wsilitre out to throttle the success of our plan, because
olir ‘ PTove a serious hlow to the capitalistic system
itself.  We must bear this ;

d ad In our mind. Owur shortage of foreign
exchange and adverse balance of payment and their unwilling-

=
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ness to co-operate with the Government account for the
unwillingness of the capitalist class to co-operate with the public
sector. Therefore that part of the situation is worth study.
Our country stands for the progressive force, therefore in our
country we have to gear up our entire plan in this direction. I
find that we are not going to have any big industries here. In
the public sector we are going to have an industry, I mean the
oil refinery. We should sce that it is made as big as possible.
It should not be smaller than for 25 million tons. Regarding
other important industries in our State viz., tea industry,
which gives us foreign exchanges, cannot be said to be
very sale. Sri Bhattacharyya has said that crisis in that
industry may come at any moment. The United Kingdom 1s
the biggest consumer of our tea and therefore our Government
should try to improve this industry with greater emphasis. To
avert the possible crisis, we should try to expand the Indian
market, East European countries and the Middle East. These
markets should be probed. Government is spending a good
deal of money in propaganda in America which is practically a
chocolate-eating country. Now in the small tea gardens the
Crisis may come at any moment. Already their condition 18
very bad. Views have been expressed in this House that
Government should come forward to help them with subsidy,
or take over these gardens. Well, to suggest the taking up of
these uneconomic gardens with their liabilities sounds like the
Mundra Deal which will be for the interest of the private
capitalists. Here it is the responsibility of the Government to
see that these industries do not suffer. ~There should be a plan
for integration of these small tea gardens. These small gavdens
should be integrated. The gardens below 100 acres should
be integrated with other small gardens thereby they can put
their capital together and run the gardens. Besides Government
should sce that part of the workers of those uneconomic gardens
may be engaged in Drainage and Embankment works
of the Public Works Department.

Then here in this august House much has been stated
and discussed-for development of power. We have enormous
power potentiality in our State and power is necessary le‘

the purpose of developing our industry. Otherwise there 18
no salvation for us.

Sir, I am very glad that the Honourable Finance Minister
has stated regarding food position in oyr State, It has bech
stated—“Thus the economic prospects in the country &%
particularly within the State, are not sych as will warrant

complacency on our part. It will require vigilance at all
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times and special measures for removing shortage in food-
grams and essential articles of consumption.”

What are those special measures for augmenting food
production. To have food production the essential requisite
is comprehensive land reforms. Now the comprehensive land
reforms is not only essential but also in it lies a suitable basis for
our economy. But from the speech of the Honourable Revenue
Minister relating to land reforms what we heard the other
day ? I should like to say that the Government even do
not understand the very meaning of fragmentation. To
me it appears almost like a Mandal giving Koifiat before
the Sub-Deputy Collector. wo@s @tw =t ts 3 fawa 7ifF  =ife,
AZFT foucaT frm 71| ofawes i oAt faata 621 == =3 |

Nobody ever suggests that all landless people should
be scttled with land. That is never planned in any State
and in any country of the world. As far as pracucablc,
the Government should provide land to the majority and
the bulk of the landless cultivators. What has been stated
by the Honourable Minister appears to me as jugglel‘y of
statement. There is a saying that there are three lies—
lie, down right lie and statistical lie.

*Mr. SPEAKER: I do not like to interrupt the
speech  of the hon. Member. But it was said by the

f'amous writer that there are three kinds of lies-—lie, damn
lie and statistical lie.

. Shri NILMONEY BOTRHAKUR (Dibrugarh :) So,
Sir, the statistical lie is the most dangerous. The Honourable
venue Minister is trying to juggle with figures that there are
adout 15 lakhs of landiess people in the State, to which we may
ald another 5 lakhs of refugees starting from 70 years old peo-
P ¢ 1o one year old baby. Among the refugee families there
aﬁe _Shop“keepers and other artisans. According to the statistics
that have been collected about the refugees we found that there
ar? about 2} 1akhs of people among the refugees who are actual
cultivators. ~ Now family-wise—say 4 in a family—there would
be about 60 or 79 thousand. But the real figure is much
hlgher than this.
*Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Sir, for
the information of the hon. Members of this House, I would

like to say that family-wise there are 1,86,400 familics who are
landless.

*Specch not corrected.
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*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Now,
Sir, it was according to the statistics of 1954 compiled by the
Economics and Statistical Department. In the Hills there is no
land problem, I think, if we leave to the District Councils who
are making necessary land legislation. But in the Hills, the only
problem for the Government is caused by erosion of land. So
the Government will have to take steps for conservancy of soil
erosion, fertilisation and specialised cultivation. In the plains
area land reform is one of the most important issue. Here in
the plains area there are thousands of cultivators whose figure

with their dependants comes to 42,78,000 and who are depen-
dant on agriculture,.

*M, MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister Agri-

culture): May I know from the hon. Member what book
he has referred to?

#Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): The

name of the book is— A Bulletin on Statistics of Agriculturists
in Assam”,

Then, Sir, to suggest that there are 20 lakhs of landless
people who require land immediately, that figure is not correct. .
But, Sir, the most important point is the attitude of the
Government. We do not say that there is enough land. But
there are lands under survey. Our only complaint has been
as to how much arable land should be brought under cultiva-
tion, which is lying fallow according to our ex-Minister of Agri-
culturc ? Who is responsible for this ?

Now there are forest reservesin our State. According to
the international figure only 25 per cent of the area should be
kept as forest reserves which should be protected by the State
whereas the landless people who are human beings they are not
even protected by giving them land. There is another complaint
not only from one subdivision but from different syhdivisions,
that forest reserves which used to be held by teq estates. the
Forest Department divided them into 15 coupes and the
timbers were sold to the contractors. Forest reserves will be distri-
buted according to real needs. But there is no: point in

keeping the land reform measures for land distribution i
abeyance.

e e e

*Spesch not corrected.
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The other factor which the Minister for Revenue has
stated is that there is fragmentation of holdings. He fucther
said that the laws in this regard had been framed in accordance
with the recommendations of the Planning Commission. Now
it is for the people to carry them out. X

*Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): I said,
Sir, that measures regarding fragmentation cannot bec imple-
mented without the help of social and political organisations.

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): I do
admit that without the heln of the pcople that cannot be done.
So, people’s help is necessary.  But how can it be given in all
cases. For a charge of encroachment some Kishan leaders were
arrested and kept in police lock-up the charges being that they
were involved in a case of dacoity. But after some months,
trial it was found that there was no evidence against them. If
some people are harassed in this way then itdoes not appear that
the Government is really serious about people’s co-operation or
help. Ttalso does not indicate that the law is the real guide. Laws
can serve certain purposes only, but they cannot alone solve our
problem. The mechanism for the implementation of this Act
must work. But it has not worked so far. Enactment of laws
will not alone help matters. Government should have forcseen
that along with the Ceiling Act there should have some other
measures as well. But it has not been done. T have received a
dozen of wires stating that eviction is going on while the people
require land out Oflleccssif_:y. In this connection some people
have becn put in jail also. ~ Who are responsible for this encroa-
chment for which there is eviction ? The people concerned are
also peace-loving and law-abiding. But the only pointis that
they are landless. Tt i the circumstances that force them to live
01;1' But how to do it. For that purpose land is required, So,
3 ere\herda landlegg person finds a vacant plot of lands he fecls
o Tie GaOCPUPY it. He alio does not like that _this plot
fhol _1;:1 allow, Or ‘uncultivated. That is why Pandit Nehru
once 3&1 I:h"[t “Viction is a guide. From that only it should be
JusEs ,'k‘{)\i (} Y€ responsible for that. Tt is we who are actually
r‘.”s}jo?ﬂ ehplhlmt being abie 1o provide them with land. We

iy B 1% - hopes thy ours is going to be a socialistic pattern
of S.OCIC'Y' P Ut' actually whayt do we do ? We have encroached
-their aspira 1ﬁns._ We do not give them social justice and we
do not ?ctuaTI}f S1vo the‘{l scope to live in a socialistic pattern
of society. . 1eref}c};re, Sir, this eviction must stop. I do not
hold the View that a|[ . " = - ion should be stopped.
There alc people who break law. TUnless we provide land to

o e
e SPeech not corrected.
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the landless in a planned manner then it may upset the entire
development plan. Tt must be considered that because we
have not been able to give them land it is the circumstances
that force them to squat on any land they find vacant, ecither
in the grazing reserve or in the forest reserve. So, their pro-
blem should be viewed from that angle. I hold the view that
the Revenue Minister is responsible for the delay in settling the
landless people in a planned manner for which there is encroa-
chment and for which eviction has been resorted to. ‘The
Zamindary Acquistion was conceived in 1949 and a Bill was
introduced in 1951. But up ti!l now the records or right of
the Zamindars have not been prepared in the District of Cachar.
Within these 10 years that could not be done. Is it land
reform? So, I say this land reform question 1s a very intricate
problem.

The Government has conceived an idea of phased
developmenit. . .o vovsnssms wessis

*Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): The
conception of phased development is of the Planning Commis-
sion and not our programme.

*Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : Accord-
ing to this before the complction of the first phase the second
phase is to start. Refore distribution of land fragmentation of
land is not possible. We must start things right from the
beginning. In the process of settlement the first and second
phases here are intermixed. In settlement of land we should
see that the village cultivators really get the benefit so that
their problem can be solved. We find here that all the phases
have been interlinked. One phase cannot be started from the
other.

If we goto the budget itself we find that the entire
budget has given us just an account of routne expenditure, which
in a sense are continuation of the exiting schemes that have heen
taken up already, The Finance Minister has been very frank to
admit that we are drawing our reserve. To balance oyr budget
particularly from the capital side we are to draw our pegepve.
When a man starves he draws his reserve lat.  Similar ig (he
case with us, as we have drawn from our Gonsolidated JFynd.
There are two kinds of funds. One is the State "Transport
Depreciation Fund and the other the State Transport Insu-
rance Fund. The State Transport Insurance Fund should have
been invested separately to give us interest. Now we are
drawing all the reserve and to make up our deficit the Minister

*Speech not corsected,
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suggested several measures, 1 want to call it a wasteful sugge-
tion, 1 may refer to page 26 of his speech which runs as, *
by any chance we succeed in getting a larger loan from the
Centre or in improving the collection under Small Savings which
will improve our share also, the overall gap between Revenuc
and Expenditure will be narrowed. Otherwise we shall have
to draw in full from our cash balance and the year will thus
end with a reduced balance of Rs.174 lakhs.” Tirst he said that
he expected a windfall from the Centre and unless we get it
the budget will remain unbalanced. Our share or loan from
the Centre should be increased just as is done in West Bcngzl].
We should try to impress the Centre that ours is the most
backward and the greatest strategic State and that our trans-
port should be fully developed and field for various industries
should be created. But nothing appears to have been done
at least in the budget proposal. Again,if we can improve the
collections under the Small Savings Schemes we can balance our
budget to some extent. I am quoting from the Reserve
Section of the All-India Congress Committee.

«The Small Savings Movement seems to have suffered 2
distinct set-back and there is every likelihood of ncﬁ even
er cent of this year's collection target being fulfilled 1>
is disquieting in view of the stratcgil& role assiened to. gmall
Savings under the financial scheme of the Second Iigive Year Plan.
Durir}gthe whole Plan period Small Savines are expected 1O
contribute as much as Rs, 500 crores, Unfot;“tunatel pthe pest
collection on record, since the Second Five Year PIa};; got into
stride, does not go anywhere near Rs. 100 crores which is the
yearly target. The collections last year reached a figure ©
Rs. 63 crores Whlc.h was lower by Rs. 4 crores than what was
collected the previous year. During the first nine months ©
the current financial year the collections aggregated to oD ¥
Rs. 32 crores against a full year’s target of Rs. 120 crorc
This is bad performance indeed.....”

From this we can understand the overall position of the
whole country. In our State, Sir, there is semi-starvation
cverywhere, in the villages, in the suburbs and in  the town?:
The Finance Minister suggested (o us to tighten our belts an
contril:n_ue to the Small Saving Scheme. Sir, this Sug‘geslioﬂ
‘1 the face of semi-starvation conditions in the countiy is most

reposterous. I[: is idle to expect our people to contribut€
to the Small Savings Fund when they have not only no savings

but cannot €Vven get two square mealsa day. Instead C{f

o their help the Government want them to contrl”

oming t :
& - he Small Savings Scheme. We do not believe the

bute to t
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position of the Small Savings Fund gwould improve unless the
capacity of the people to save also improves.  So, unless the
over-all economic situation of the people is improved, it is idle
on the part of the Finance Minister to expect any contribution
to the Small Savings Scheme. On the other hand, Sir, there
should have been an attempt on the part of the Finance Mini-
ster o curb extravagant ecxpenditure on the part of the
Government. We find the same extravagance continuing from
year to year. I can illustrate this from the working of the
Departments under his charge. Coming to the Public Works
Department, under ¢50.—Civil Works”.  Establishment
Charges, we find under Roads and Buildings Section, one Chief
Engincer, one Additional Chicel Engincer, one Deputy Chief
Engincer, onc Assistant Engineer, onc Additional Assistant
Engineer, one Assistant Secretary, nine Superintendents and a
whole army of 3534 people. What is their job here? They
are in charge of establishment work: They are technical
personnel, who should he released for work in the fielq
mmstead of wasting them in establishment work leve, Why
this is necessary ? Why nine Superintendents are necessary ? It
is posssble to manage the Department with one Chief Engineer
two Assistants and at best five Superintendents. The others can
be released for field work. If a particular Chief Engineer,
cannot do that, let us get rid of him and bring in one who
can manage with a lesser staff. This is sheer wastage.

Then, Sir, in the Architectural Section, a sum of Rs.1,70,000
is being wasted. I do not understand what the people there

, . are
doing. I can just draw the attention of the House to R
ientral State Library building here and River Research

: In-
situte building at Burnihat. T%le a}‘thte(.‘ture.of these hyjl-
dings is neither fish nor flesh ; it is neither Gothic ngy Moghnyl
nor ancient Hindu architecture, nor the modern Slﬁreamline({
architecture of the United States or the U. §,

: P i cohe b B I e
Central State Library building, the h&%h} ol the turret is
less than the height of the roof and the design wpq

. g S a5 completed
after the completion of the building. 1811“113i1‘}_7, N the 1
Rescarch Institute building, we find two wing

5 and
g . : T = G, Just. a
semi-circle in the middle. This 1s 1whut our A“Chitéctuml
Depariment is doing. Government should haye :

: ot T o CCoOnomige
expenditure by bringing bluc-prints irom Bombay or Beno"wjl
One of the Engincers could have studied them and i ¥
£ } evolve a

model for us. 1

ThiS j.S the t}rl)e Qf GC,OIIOH]'}T ll!(:! 1 We are pl‘actising T:hcn

. . ; sy e Vel o O g ¥ B o . = :
Sir, there isa proposal for n.|.'1111i.111g more Engineers i
outside and thus creating potential unemployment for the Stid-

. N b ‘. " i Y L 2 1 : - A :

enls of our Engincering College.  “This kind of CxXtravagayce
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should stop. In other Departments also, we find fJ\'Cl‘li!})]’_in.‘-lr
in over-head personnel and at the bottom the whole budgeting
system is wrong. If there is a weaving co-operative somewhere,
the Weaving Department will give grant to it, the Cottage
Industries Department will give grant, the Development
Board will give grant, the Panchayet will give grant and if
itis' in a Tribal or Scheduled Caste area, the Tribal Areas
Department will give it grant under Article 275. So, we find
there is over-lapping at the top as well as at the bottom. I
th’s kind of extravagance is stopped, I think we can meet a
part of our budgetary deficit. We shall then have a lesser
deficit which can bhe filled up by taxing the higher income
groups. There are several taxation proposals and the gaps
can be filled up. But I feel that relief should be given to the
people of the lower-income group, particularly the agri-
c-.u]tprists in the villages who are facing starvation  and
semi-starvation conditions.

With these few words, I hope Government will iake
the whole scheme into consideration and if' necessary, affect

necessary changes in the diflerent grants when they will be
brought before the House.

Shii NANDA KISHORE SINHA (SONAI): WAt =wygyer
AT, 1S BT 9T 477 9ify 4% wew AT @iy, (3 93 v qurEm fueg
e IS 9t Atefs qeah @ AT 93k e atels ltEn e
4t zafo 1wl fe ad weetwm s wd gEleT e mieats
FUST | 92 0% wify wisle (G017 9371 wwcw ¥ A e[cates o
FF 1 TG @A vy mgma AT AFAn | @4 s T |

Flete T TR v 70 zaCS! ATFA G391 D | Finte &g sfag
Al wITE RS SN g5y feivad 7371 «itg, @ F904 siste 1 :
afd BT WFT ity Cil '

TaAlg @l

3 Fule G o-ataiefag wa7te wife sy |
AALF EHTﬂ_?ﬂ 21T oret praACE | AR A0S G1-qtoicTd AN At B2y
CbE LVOTA] TCICOT fpog appiyt @@ GiHA T WITGLACE O AR wewr oz
:fbi'(’lv;f;’rﬂj?i? TN 977 graey BT AT wacTe O1F w99ty v
4[:; o :r:r;;?z C;"’fw‘cim.‘.a: G771 AFFF BT WFTA THATI Falagag cars
FAFAA G ffayy

Sler | =iglted @ IAT (1 80 SI2 SRS | ofysy
SfAElT v T TRIBIG g

! s wasrta wamws FEcs {57 q0dq fag
B Eﬁ;:??% e iy oo hiT Mg s1-akliceaT afefEis o el
?_ff;a.m?l'cwc?n;j | _aTiehe m cAtem aiw Tate BB (T que
e wf i 'g?a;igwﬂi MOs weaF 4q0E IHED A | e
A o LIS wHegy ST AT T P
s G T ww e WA, Sleler T w0 et

o T P 3 e 'C:‘(
7] AT FT G sy | o DG ST SN o

= Mgl NTA @ 15T “eed e awAfy a6 «
AR R R LY SPul AR 9% @At fFeagy
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9% pE Gl bt piSilE atA aFh whsh ol Bm afwmiE
da Forest «a@ista wwar1 T azth ot f& unsurveyed «@#tF ?
Settlement Advisory Committee, Silcher 8% wst= gl
CIFCTCA  WWEZ  (AGUF [T FAT G Wieaty weaw 1 Senior
Conservator of T'orests, Assam @ 4% 7@ @il T qrEsl
fiaitea atfeta 3 wiolted weae AT 8% waiw fwites aresty
Inner line Reserve aa facats #caces | geak oF «disd ash [@ES
A% FW s A Ff4 )

A% aft o fets afi a1 1 9¥ slaalf 239 afisls aag otele wHI-
AT R FIRIE @Aty (E AmT awar | wifi 3@ atrs Reserve
93 Al 9w, OTF aqe AT {9 gmtshE grar faas wer A
CHT TGFT A2 1 e 42 gipE Aenietiverr e 4fam @
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aify atn Ff7 | :

aSitad itet %15's (@Al 32 TIF 9T @an—adr qéei ¢ fafFatza
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
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Ga] TAFE [T Foeaw a0 @py 5

a

T A9 mw fmss qzian Aidrs Goaw garza w40 A
BCALSEIRAAN (£ T = SR -

3 a7 ot 4% AgrAa wA AMddlcEa Al i4Z) ,{'TII"%'I
RORE IV AT @9 o 710 7wed Solse sleatd  caledd wa(s @A |
CRE| GTa'_‘@ﬂ?[en?.[ OO TGIT @l wedn Trags | 48wy oA AdAaicEd Gid
T 2L 2t | 3
AT TS AMGFCE Al o
ATFI TNE orge :

_____

a4 ety Fapea GEfafE g S af7 aled
FEAGT | fA@ea AsaapT agmca 4Ea ¢ AT
A7 397 Flarens | 9% qostt citsead arg <97

Tl afa @i wp et aif |
=3 2?5?@?2 ?ﬁ ot famts AgRair ARmEar orzd wEaied |
g% ATy yaD TACE @2 AREAN carw A cred ooace |
TET BT Wiy ap D o P TALE AT w4l T AT AR FA AN
wialie sy acag_’g g wEa A e Alfantz ) o0d
VMg critTicr @bl Loan crem 2Rty ]

Q7 s

a:raﬂ:%ﬁ 16 '\'3?’»‘:‘1: rﬁldms ribal cra oy Ao AR o e,
el TH ORD | i g, JIOO @D, T GTS AT A Al
3 " el Gd AT TR DY T ATF representation Tra ificaf
g PN A i ClEmRan 111 go =zieid 22041 @ Gt al@Es

ains tribal el . . :
Plains _lrlb T Tyy T w wal ofbe 1 fF% plains  triball
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fertcs qrzdt oz R @t wttrm @Al wfim @Ay 94w
ATT%  (FT RN TR s TAM 1 9% cwwa 9ty AaFEeE O calg
=4 Azl 7wta @3 297 Ao 9= e e Atz (TGTIF 2TTE] Fa
afates a8 «fiwetmd gm 9 Sedeorwta Aifem af Plains tribal
2T AAT, ©rA Figiy (FAE oizig: widm w@e T a=wm “Plains
tribal” =3ts (=9 iz =t |

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical):
Thay arc getting aid from Article 275 grant.

Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA (Sonai) =t n®
GWE QT FECE mae few, creml zracg 1 @fT apt =3 @30 AR
gl AEleETE EERS:IE] Ffg AT @z IHT THAER "TTEIT wfars ﬁﬂ‘
@M ElET ety wd TwS WG TR0 wizial @n | Srdifws Wt =l

g4 wify wiie e 9IR3 w2 @ 6 w0 999wl ol
47 cw@m wurE depindw | oeltT qEiETS oFh Mm@ wiERA @it |
(12 FLAF FEEL AW a4, F0¢ 9e-da AGF FF o @05 932 HEE
vz AT wEls @ @d wEE | o1 @ Sub-divisional develop-
ment Board w«a fifi: 4 42 zacs Igdl A Afdws w33 =
LI Frafoa, few g4 ATTE FIE 230 (F5E T TAMT | @
WIS T glms a9 ¥q Wi, (1R Waa 7= e ww
Non-recurring grant wealn wA w@lfy AxwETT wALE w4

et = fa FlgieT @z AbRAT acA® a4 aRam efEr e Tadl
i awr argeas

S bt Al withd (RT3t LT mg g 3T il 9l wte
%l wAeE zon dlcs | o7 am qued A wies owaefE
4T ATIE Tealcan  avEm SERCSCWU | llaiEdcd wTawEd £E0s
CEIT oFT cwe@ wlona oy w8 TiEg Hwie miftm wtfagl T gfqee o
g Figly tgala qm-aichd ale Sfed ga7 oty mestacy fada sy
Al w5

M. MOINUL HAOUE GHOUDHURY(Mmlbter Agricul-
ture): qitgth «3 Ad @i B 491 Uitg |

- Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA: Bwbiz1 3 fuq gom
Yfam qitges qm zhown, ot wlif w1 e T faam W fdrg
FIe 9E zEcerg Mo

fofFem aqes wift a@cs 61 o1 9l srw 72k Public Health
Dispensary cren scacs | 4F6 2fA4E wig Tmr farriaed A tF |
ATEAT 9 gt aflcs aam fiosly, fFe o Lk D1spensalyt— e
A% Midwile ren 77 «i% | CTI??‘?@ﬂs Hif :ﬂqa?tz{f?rﬂ—[ @y Ff7 afe
7ga Midwile trem 37921 #9448 @ | onayses v Full fledged
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Statc Hospital #7ats gay  f4apas  Subdivisional Development
Board #3sitag 76 recommend =fFatfos 1 faw Ez7ie @iz 297+
fReafbe 7 A% | oigay aifaizos 8% Lull-lledged Hospital & zt4%
FAT gy Al gawiacE g A w9 |

Aqacees alft w3 fauca sgatcas g7 aledd «iace plg—a=fs 224
Ay G A=A w4 afdmia 9= b Ao aAtEa asis Multi-
purpose Seed Farm cdtn z3ats | 87 wtoqd w5 (4 |Lquml1r>11 Ea A
fam >:-20 B 4AfFat7 stz fawrer wm@ =fa cem z2a afan @i
RE-90 IVIT FAHE T (1% wieFa mey requisition F =zt | g9
¥-Tde few o T | frm vdar e e odina «fiwoea g oreal
=0 T @97 wael 2303 Bfea qteatds T A crem zIaky, 33
qgiE Wit AfFAl A FF ) wizieem Wi GAEE @95 9 wE\ w9
fagty famafs 224, 9© Se3  WE @El aFhir (emdacw sid afete
T YD AW Ftel 49 gra oot | 1 oweE madd qds fafesp -
Il Atlar @ies | @i AFsiam gk alwTd o930 wieedeF o
MRFy wenld gay [T 37aE wrae |

_ Sri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery): wradpr s wiim |
gL wANAT WEMA A w qeysive ¥ fg oz mmA S A
fFm &, 99 @F AF A & wmw fw o oAwz CweaT wEl
maEa | faE fAaiE A7 H fagifas e @ 7et glel £ ag 41 g@al &
fet ardr gfr 7 afz 21 wr ad & awEmw am “Man Edtel e

ERRU “Malaria” | 3771 7 i fAgiaa-ga %1 wfag ¢ fzar 21 3T
TAT & FTCOT GAIT AT AT FE 5

e

mEEg | IWEr ’OHey e o

ZATE AETT FT ATATT 2 IH mr:r:ra
frq g gmy fom 221 770 47 a7 & f =7 et T AT TZA AZT AW Z

T A A B AR & grew g cra & T PATT B o T AT

SqFTAT g% mx o5l o7 77 sqmear ars a1 OART & WL AR FT AT
T AT IL E | ZER AT AN AT Agd AT faawd &1 AHAT FIAT T3 @I

f&' Bk *T“T ST T ey f?aﬁ—rfr 1 FIEAT FTAT ag 7@ Z f
SEFT AT TF FLAT JY figy Aferwa g zury a=v =gt s 3 FfT EREl
AT IAE M TEEAT & a :

g W gy rr%raa it T7F ATIATHA 3 U HAL
X0 & feeq ug Ay < T AT A9

S AT A7 q z 27 ®1% F
i _F,,m o T 2 R 99 AT ¥ aTg gt &1 I

TATFTT F ZTAT & b al e
ferd "W T oF oo TEHT FIAT FOT BT Cqa=rr a7 97 |

TAT WHIRT A AT FE oy gy
Lol 5 N F 3 = oo
ges TATCARAT WEIRT J o B AT TF AT AT a2 AT qvg g

= REA T e e T G O - e
fad srearaa faar 41 | WIGRYY o &) qu (@d SoiT o T o faea
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Mmister) : =7 @i &
T UF WIT-HAT Fem F A0

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery) : i zi, fieg azial
ST UK RIT-HAT 7 AEAT F | SRR A FE wWrE | gy faw § A

o

TIATE [F FAE ACET Aoz A-wew 4 AT wW FTE | AL AT A= F AW
Ted & wawe gy uzi ¥ @4 gmafi <28

(¢

T WA g3 & o i w7 9 asgEe g omn §

{Read from a letter No.I-14/55/3232, dated Tezpur, 14th
May, 1955 from the District Medical Officer of Health, Darrang
to Shri Hiralal Patwari, Secretary, Tangla Dispensary Com-
mittee) “l have the honour to inform you that the Govern-
ment  propose to open one Maternity Ward attached to the
Tangla Dispensary. I think you will admit that if the Ward
is constructed on other side of the road, it will offer scope for
further extension and in future we may start a General Ward
which is an absolute necessity in a place like Tangla...... e

T RN F wAgAT LA W AT A FIW EAAT av 1 freg WA 9% I9R
T EET 37 faa agriga &7 AT T\ @ W SRR AT FNEE FT

ATFTT  FHIET g

ML T wdr gfeari & Tga & frger gar &1 sy@@R SASd
AT AT F ogfgF quqr Iy o@maT & qagd  g(awl FTAGAE
Sl AT, BT S W sk 6 Ty fewrerT qqa & 19 & Sa=i
ST BT BRI g wArA F ITET FIX 2 A = wra: AW F 99 Eﬁg?f
g, W IEY fEadi ®r ST Set v 20 wwEw T o fAnd =TT R |
Fomar wIr g fF ogmd awme =q fomy gy owi wr wwfa & fmowi
TR AT Al F1 aqaeqr 73 AT 37 f awfer ghram gae 73

AT IFT § F% arg AfF 3 | 57 99gd A7 fer &7 ;I egqwqn

FET 1 W z@ oA W fFEe emd §1 gam fawe & ve 7 Qe
WA weEmay faer gar £ OfF AR AWMIS ¥ ogdw oy Ay e aqr
arf gafa 1 A7 faawes & oA &, AR A ¥ faww ¥ fag
HATIATT  FTeArs Ffy | freg Szl aF g q@T ¥ T e FiE faga e
IR AT E gAr & afw WA F GAlEw fen o senven gfaae o
AT W BT 21 wear 3 B gWE HORTT 9f0F Wy forer wy fagy gaeg 9900
gUIT  HAE Ted 0 &1 Yo T F FUT AT AMT axfip & | e 2T
A AT AL FGAT F Az ofr g UF W AfeFar a9 famar &) o 9@

oA T waAr uw fy. g agd f W R AqAw 3| zqtem o awE A
HALT FAT § o oga e afewt # faear & frf e Afg waATE |
7g g fam aSy mef A A ¥ PR AWt ammasiy Ry fanr A
AU 21 T Um WA gd woEd AN E R A met oy e @il

=

:1.
Q
i owenifafefaa £ gw wmn @ OF 9% Sqeg g gy wwigdt a1 R

2 R S O 1 1
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frar & % § & -7 A FO AZAT £ 1 UTH W I AT
T FTagi F1 g A0 WA wANT AT IZ F | AET AT AT AFATE {F
WA Al F AT g wemw AEt famd s 1 mweAT g (a0 AW AAd A
TAFT WA FIRO 2 | zafed woamrwi & Aa7F A7 T HEEW AT I faawar
FIAT AMEGT | IAGT  qAT-FT A7T ZAT ATET | ALE  WRAIGERGT ETOEHIY
AN T4 R F1 geAA afaer fadv wwar 00 wmlan aad wA FI
FIT-FH F1 HeZ-q-772 FFAT 7var A1l |

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for Lunch il 2 p.m.

(After Lunch’

R =t | afem fmarman faon gmd s FEE s |

......

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Sun-
ply) :—The Hon. Member is speaking i Assamese now.

Sri HIRALAL PATWARY : Yes, to draw the attention
of the Hon. Minister from Cachar,

Mr. SPEAKER: Our rules permit the Hon. Members to

%pcza-kt 111-12;“3{ languages mentioned in (he rules, as they choose,
it w , Ry s U 1 cane:

NlIlf‘mbersl Chjg mcr.mvcnlm?l for 111(:_ Revorters, if the len.
P h nge the medium of their speeches.  Tn futute, 1
ope, when the Hon. Members start speaking in one language,

they will conclude it in the same language, mot so much_for
the convenience of the Me for the

mber - {or the conventence of the
Reporters. ers but

Of cours :

i Lnols OF iy Sim ; in perfect order
but if the entire vo similes may he in periec A

)C 1a Ta % ] % - - o s D) ]l
to a great dea] of peech is chaneed, the Reporters will be pi

S nconvenience. As you know, our language
Reporters are ot T e , guag

Shri H . ’ "
AT W forerst EFB{Q‘_LAL PATWARL : w=aw mamaEg | ToATT
Nat & FF Ry TTCRAE a9 gy ey 7 20 ACR(TA T AT A0 | EHA
zar & I awt 5 54, L e

S TRt FH A FHE of ferer waY & ¢ WEL ST, UH. T
SHE T Bme e  vh & sriw

T “FT o = e i 1) E\:gp“ rSET JFT
Feae THT 81 SR e Ty 1T T T, FE e
: A R L NN fyape-famad #99 & {68 uw qaa wael
g1 AT AT Sy gy g e oy e s el
! 71 3faaET g r“{q’fl' FT oSfmaET O [EEET FY {1 TISE @
i T R wy | ggavrg @ aere @ g faifa
T AT ey apepfaa YA ARAT |

HATA e
= AT HZTFT T AR ¥ [

P
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Q——ATIAT & FAAX Aqa-H7 FT fAaRowF

I—Fq4-FH FT fAaH WX @Fi=H FH H dI9 fgTH FT UF
fgear g1 1

7T
31T I ® ARG Fa9 FT 159 TAL AT 3T |

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar): cStagd
fireT w9z Y00, 5F Tca TEHSH %1% W00\ BF ZIEiTat |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery): =i 900\ b7l
z3Alst iEs (13T61 0 IS 73 Afest |

37 fagral & #qET aaa-%9 &1 fAgier g a7 guaar g fFogu
TET AT HETHl HT AW gL EMT | QAT FIA JT OF HIT GATL qEGTIFH|
FT AT FEIT HIT FHL A T T AT famq @ grm |

gary fad 7z @A Ay A & oweEed 3@ A9 s 79
(venture) we. . wHE & A9 &7 fAewd (AT ¥\ FH W@ f@aAr ®
fot ¥'3y @r" wag T A9E AATAT 1 EEY gHTY ShAl & - deEeel
il 7 fama @rw gem

A M OF ATq gHTET AT & ArF T FT SO FT W@l g | A8 UR &, 2AR
;W F AT AT AW AUA F=Al &1 qATAF S AT 9L (HA H CHAT H WA
FW &1 a2 AN F IA@ U ® FIO FAGT F AT § AR BT WFAT
ST ST 2, fwwwT FAT Agd gEad wrartaw T 21 d FEN A g,
foF & a3 AFT FAOA AT FT WSy, WSY @hAl § WOGHT g9 I8 HKFL FATAT
SEd &1 WTET g gAry WAT WEIRAIMO AT g@] ARG W OFFII FT
JTEOT A F¥ gy sear & "9 W ogeag 9 @l

Jeger WAy | mA § UF G T AT QAT AAYW fA9T AT AT FIFTT FT
S WIATGT AT AEAT & | A ATAE AW HTFHA | EHA AFHI J@T
& fF gaIX wred | aqrei & 1 g A KGR 1 THA AT FAATIL
IgT AT WET AT | @ FP @A F {4 a9 S| g W o
SN AT T WHT F FIOT AT NFC ATT T GG FA 8 1 I9 aG
F$ qfeaTx F1 Joz @17 gud @1 & 399 g F f0F  waafy &1 wEwy <@ar §
zafad § wodr g ¥ waad w7 § O ogd a9 § wwa #5 gwe
WA T L oWwUT FT GEAD A AT F T AR R ST W e
ZATAl AT &1 gL qEG & fAd WG HIWI T FY

TH  grg MTEAT I W\TqTFF?f‘EF'\T R AT gTRIT FT SO19 OIstoad
F ATEAT 1w AL & FN WA WA § wy g f5 “Veterinary
Department” & @7 & g @9 81 a8 g9 fog aer g F am g |
f-f F FAwr w<h gH W AR A aw g g d-ontg A 9w
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9T gl ardt wnfa # wafa  fiw owwr g0 dearfa gafaTy
GATL S0 AT T AHSATAT &1 QT Z1 Tam 21 907 gavd) smnfss w@d-
Ffaw AR i safa fafga 21 g o @ww gg AW 20 galad g
Erﬁ:rf}?' fAega®q ¥ agar agf AT g | “fFa a8 Za91 Teeaq9 faqq g (% =9
A T RA TRNIIGEAT (a=re Fvar Aifed | @I § A i g (@ A
94 ® (a9 @ w7 sgracar 4% 9 THr AT ATAT ®F foqy gWer 29 |/
TSR AT gafa g1 Rad wfaw zw wew w%d & (w4 Acer a1 mE
qT A 60 WA & 5 WS gwrr g dEcaw 4 OwT wa 4 wwa F
QAT FR TG & | galad gury ke & £ wfas A0 § wqiq 2y urasasi &
ATIR 39 S04 &1 al azfas falaam 1 70 awear, & amae § o7 agq
39 WA AT BETT | WTwT Areqw 2 fF fagi @ aga Az afwmor H gAars
gl MEI A OWET ¥ maw gzt wTer g9 TET™ 20AT g9 {aal
TMSSR g9 AT * AE=TF:AT 7 A0 HR =9 azg azfa® "aT &1 W FTH
TAT BT, AT 8 A gaf AT waves A1 1 waAfa g0 40w
GATS 9591 ®1 191 AR qifzF: =9 fgany | zafad avwc & o fazmr |
FE A AT FAT T arlzd |

T TR 9w W muefr gefim & ave 0 S-=0T 4T deer |
g 3AN T MM Faw G owamv v st vzar fzerd fr adn mww ghan
VIRTAL T 99 & wflr Regy 1 e ferae 72 St fre TR
AT T AN T mgar faofig & qofie F ooTedr | TR IATEI
SR Bl case’ ok g weAr SmEar @ o

qq:. ucasen f[f._;':[ T 4 &

e 4 T TR faagfFar dgar 9 sa = Fgr
fa':l'_a'al T t{jﬁ aw—rq_T.’_ T . Q 1< 2 T fg)qT 1T 1 Q

U AT U UL L LR e G S A U
gl AV, Case & Zwar W ogar 4t @y case’ Ual

g & twdr 7 7zt 3 i ‘ ) e L o A
B F\Tcﬂig; o Apcx Bank =t amr qraw am @ a1 Y0 (@4, fawe
i’T u:r"rvfsr;rrq;fﬁ':-#q;%?r TET FAT 1 gad fer Managing Commniittee
TR FT T e pe A7 ZT GRSt G T 2 AT gEe Ay
Frare-faa ﬁ%f‘; T f?j:r T agE wufz a7 eaaq a¥, WL gd 417 9
." Q’q‘- —::T{_‘- q,‘r: X EX ) r-"\ WL : E TT] %] en B d f_q-
TN FAT G| T ATAT g=fid 6T wagifa-s 92 AT Fiwe

: qﬂ(\ OF Al gy
Bl T 3@ Y B g s
AT AET g7 g -

TN AT | qeaTe T 0T WIETge AT Elcall
P RTATAIT A WIEd AST-AAHT aoirdd &
TE) 3 w3 ‘“eng wrowr” S qed {wedT O
g1 H gy g;,;r;(-m W E B A=A GUFT qgd A HHY T
AE A AR Ay gy g "B 57 ST #1 arEE as-asy A
Adulteration & T i s i
ged %‘ﬂﬁﬂ'ff T q_{_tr N :
gaTir AT &l '‘Adulterateuzf3 T1 AT At e ar qifed |
AT W oW g g = B w3 @ Iga AT AAT FATX AT
g1 T AT F gy : ﬁ; i ST @t g, “ar g, a1 guam  ag
“adulterated” iy ey R WwmrT | g o™ A § oA frar
g77 TAC TF W &) H“GFTE:W‘TTE §0 TEw gl Wi e e
ifed | T T aew e F fod aed wIETE Fr

W Prare s wifed | 5w sifag wEAfy

o=
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Shri GAURI SANKAR ROY (Kathlicherra): “Adul-
teration” 1 a7z F%F & f@d WT FTAT A TW FT @ L2

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 o9 ST%0 agml a1 =rgd &1 S9!
T ¥a qegax &1 g |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery): “Adulteration”
F FTLW FATA EATCT ACE BT @M &1 AL gwAl a1 qiften  @wr Agy
fr <@ &1 faedt gar & Ja9 § guT waAwa wegl TEF A9 9FAT| Faw
el @ &1 wemr g AT 81 gATY Sy gA1R arEaT (TR aar
g 1 2w e wwe “Adulterated” T @mEar w3 Al gUIRT @R FY
TATT FT gmr Afqart £ gare yfeww fafacer &9 w@mgwn q GgEar
T WFA § | g Ziad @/ @A) 5g Felaw qWT 81 awal 2

3% &7 gurt um arTEe a3y q gurt gw faue 9 F 9SF0 # HwEr
T FE 21 oAz zary gfod wa wvafEmE g gwHad fafudt w1
AT o F@1 7awT g |
T IeMmad F7 AT W7 gRre g1 fama sma 3Ar |rfed | ® 9
T UfT FeAr 5 0F g o) o §% 6 g SHaral oW W A -
AT faa wn 0 zas fAa oafer s osonar g Afed L W oA
TN fr @A S F owar ag | Sar # FE AW A g0 1 SAar i
T AT T wrATIwET A e |

MAET § 7 wreres wEgEr & ufr qwwre A fage sargfe v osRd
FEOZ 1 75t &7 qAar 3ga &) fogsr gar g1 @ GO § AN F3ar
T 2 fr womms ¥ wel g3 guswe-ued a0 @4 weAmT & AEre gand
TUEAEHT FT qurarT &%

PU LALMAWIA (Chief Parliamentary Secretary)s
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am afraid I shall not be able to express
my feelings properly for shortage of time. I have been waiting
to speak during the last few days, but T could not do g0, |
must thank you, Sir, for giving me a chance to speak today,

I have many things to say. However, within the time
allotted to me, Iwill try tospeak something. T would e uest
the House not to think that T am constituency-mingded 5 Be-
causc of time limit I am going to say something Concernih m
district, though I would like to say something regarding §t11(3¥
districts and subdivisions also. I wou'd like to makeb some
observation on the speech delivered by the Finance Minis£er
The first point, which I would like to mention is about eco.
nomic situation in our State. The Finance Minister mentioned
hat the rise in cost of living index was taken with 1944 as the



1664 GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET [26TH MAR.

base year. According to this, the rise in 1956 is Rs.123 and
in November, 1957, it is Rs.136. If we take the cost of living
jndex in the case of Aijal, the rise would be much more,
because the prices of essential commodities now prevailing in
many cases, are ten times more than what it was in 1944,
So if we take a number of different items together, the rise
in cost of living index will be not less than 150. For that
reason cost of living in the hill areas, specially in the Mizo
district is very high. During Mi. Medhi’s time, I used to ask
for some sort of allowances to be given to the people working
in the Mizo district, specially for the doctors, because we could
not find any doctor in the Mizo district, particularly in place
like Bualpui, Demagiri and Tuipang, etc., because these are
interior places. But the allowance which was given was only
Rs. 40 and this did not improve the situation, because the
same amount was given as hill allowance to doctors and others
working in the other Hills, and for that reason they do not like
to go into the interior place of Mizo district. So it is very
necessary that special allowance should be given to Government
Servants working in the Mizo district, otherwise we cannot get
any doctors to work in our district. In my district, there arc
a numb(ir qf dispensaries without any doctor in charge, but we
h.azc O_KIY CQIITIPOU11ders who remain in charge of such dispensa-
L1CE: 50 the supply of medicine is not at all sufficient in those

dispensares. So I believe that Government will do something
in this respect.

Sir, there are some Fourth Grade Government Servants
whose pay 3651165 are increased. But there are certain class of
4th Grade Government Servants alss whose cases were not
p}‘qpeily f{:.o_nmdered by the Pay Committee. During my last
Z;S::le t?) m‘Jal and even prior to that a number of complaints
Governmeitrgi?dmg Increase of pay scales to the 4th _Gfade

vants as recommendcd by the Pay Committee.

There ay ;
o 1'eccivina1§_{some Headmasters of M. I'. Schools who are
they aie Cngledeadp”laster’s special allowance of RS.ZO——though
ving the speci tlo 't. I donot know why they are not reci-
Undﬁr-l\/fatricu}a?e b«'\llowancc of Rs.20. Some of them are
to Headmasters of ut I think if this allowance is to be given

the special a11OWahféeE-ot§C}1{2021(s), I think they should also get

Jow, Sir, Ty . 3 :
Now, : vould like to comment on the food situation.

2 he figures : :
From 1 8 of fooq production we find that there 1s

-~ increase. D T ; : : :
come 11Creas it “Onsidering the increase in population of

our State and mcrease in circulation of money, increased food
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production alone cannot cope with all these factors. For that
reason the prices of food-stufl is rising up and accordingly the
cost of living is rising, In normal years the Lushai Hills
produce enough food to feed its population. But due to com-
munication difficulties distribution is not possible. For that
reason even in normal times, in some areas, people are starving.
I would like to inform the House that in the Mizo district we
are expecting a severe type of famine to come sometime next
year or at latest in 1960. The famine lasts for two or three
years and we call it Mao Tam. The famine whenever it comes
is preceeded by flowering of bamboo which bear fruits and
this is followed by abnormal increase of rats. Now in our
district, the bamboos have started flowering, and about 50 per
cent of bamboo areas have already been affetced. We have
received information that in a number of places there have been
increase of rats. I am glad to know that last year the Finance
Minister gave me an assurance, when I talked about this Mao
Tam famine, and I believe that assurance still stands, though
we do not find in the Budget any provision to take precau-
tionary measures for the protection from this Mao Tam famine.
Mao Tam means the dying out of bamboos. Mau means
bamboo and Tam means die.

. In this connection I would like to tell the House about my
trip to Burma in November last. T went to Rangoon and con-
tacted one of the Ministers of the Union of Burma. I told him
about this anticipated famine and casually I asked if they
could allow us some rice from Burma from the areas adjo:ning
the Lushai Hills, because the price of rice in those areas 1is Very
cheap and at that time it was selling at Rs.6 to Rs.7 per maund.
But the Minister during the discussion told me that it would
not be possible to sell rice at a rate different from what they
already offerred to our Union Government. But if the antici-
pated famine really comes, he gave me the hope that the Burma
Government might be willing to give us some rice as free gift.
Then I told him as a free gift he would give us about 1,000
maunds or so which would not sufficiently help us. Then he said
that if one Government gave something to another Government
It may not be less than 10,000 tons. 1 said {hat if th's amount
was given, we would be satisfied. The Minis:.er wanted to know
that i\f the Burma Government give some rice (o India (o feed
the famine stricken peorle in  the Lushaj Hills would the
Government of India make transport arrangement. 1 told him
that the India Government would willingly arrange tFans
port for the same. So, Sir, if fam ne really comes we €an
approach the Burma Government for some help or relief. If
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that country is willing to give us some help T am sure our own
Government also will not sit idle and will surely do something to
take preventive measures also. In my district the price of rice
has already shown increase and it will continue to be so for some
two or three years. So, it is high time that preventive measures
be taken by the Government. It is high time for the people of
my district to produce more food and to accentuate their acti-
vities in food produciion. I'or this reason some people in Cachar
district wanted to make rice cultivation in some border areas
and I noticed that they cut down some virgin forest on the bor-
der of th(; Cachar disirict. Then some officials of the Cachar
Forest Division came and destroyed the huts of those people.
Some trouble is going on there. In this connection I would like to
inform the House that according to the map which is in posses-
sion of some people in the Lushai Hills those areas cleared by
these Lushais were within the Lushai Hills border, but so far as
our knowledge goes, the Torest Department extended the
Cachar border and they have come very far into the Lushai
Hills District. = At a number of places the boundary pillars were
stall Standmg andl some ])(“O})lij h(lVC (;h;[ngred ihose I)i”{].]'ﬁ. A[:

present the boundary pillars have been shifted to far distant

places from the old Cachar border. Tt is not only in that area
but in the Hailakhndi Subdivision also they have shifted the

boundary plaes o o it o o e o o mils, 1

: T e I W 19 could point out (o me exactly whu‘e

gy il Hatitis high time that our Government

sl}oulgl look into this mattep so that there will be no boundary

dispute between the two Districts, It is the desire of the people

of these ne;ghbouriqg Districts that they should be allowed to
live peacelully and in friendly terms.

As regards the o e _ | )
1.siatice that the revedcwunt., of 1956-57 and also 1957-58

A nu 1 z [ 0 .LE =%
while at the cloon fe deposit in 1956-57 was 365 crores
Ty akbEs 6f e the year that deficit came to only
defici Riljlpges and in  the 1957-58 the estimated
he ¢l crores while the actual deficit at
the- glosei ok dht, .« . _
was the result of j i was Rs.1:22 crores. This less deficit
excess  1n expencfllictreasc In revenue of Rs.4°08 crores and also

; ure 7 _
these figures it appear by Rs. 69 lakhs. When I saw
imated in the ] ¢d that whatever expenditure was
estimate € budget wae ¢ ;
the figures of ihe T, as fully expended. But,when I looked
- g districts I find F}?hal Hills and also some o‘her autono-
motk fin full, Tn fhg At the estimated expendiiure is never
utIhSC,C lered in full ,Lnsé Cases some amount already sanctioned
is surrend Nd next year the same amount appears
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again. I can point out a number of such items, but it will not
be nccessary.  But I should like to give onc or two exam-
ples only. That is, for the electrification of the Aijal town, in
the last year’s budget we had over two lakhs of rupees. This
year also the same amount appears again.  That shows that
during the last year nothing has been done. Similar js the case
with the road improvement programme for the Aijal town and
Lungleh town, For Aijal town 3 lakhs of rupees ware sanctioned
by this Assembly some years ago, and for Lungleh town 2 lakhs
of rupees ware sanctioned. But for two or (hree yeais the same
amount had to be shown. So, this is the condition of things.

Regarding road construction, there are a number of road
schemes approved to be implemented during the Second Five
Year Plan period. But two years have passed and we have not
utilised even 20 per cent of the total amount sanctioned and in
some cases the roads have not been surveyed as yet. If this is
going to be the progress of development then I do not
think this Five Year Plan will bring any real development in the
autonomous districts, particularly in the Mizo district. - Sir, it
may be the fault of the Members from autonomous districts for
not revealing the facts, for not bringing their problems to the
notice of the Government. But now, the Government is fully
awarc of all these problems and 1 believe the Government will

do the needful and sce that better progress is made in the coming
year.

Another point I would like to mention is about forests. As
you all know, the hills districts are covered with dense forest,
but due to the nature of the country, our forest wealth cannot be
utilised to the fullesi extent. But bamboos are to be found in
low-lying areas ; these can be brought down to the rivers and
down the river to the plains.  After visiting almost all the dis-
tricts in ASSE].H], I can say that in bamboo the Lushai Hills 18 the
richest and next comes the Garo Hills. If bamboo is any good
for making paper and rayon, certainly there is no better place
for the establishment of a paper mill or rayon factory than
Lushai Hills.  If anyone wants to establish a paper mill or g
rayon mill profitably, then without asking anybody he can go
to the Lushai Hills or Garo Hills. Last vear I was told that
some investigation was being made in the Lushai Hills to see
how much bamboo could be obtained. gy this investigation is -
taking a very long time. I do not think gycl a long time is
needed as we know very well that nearly half of the Lushai Hills
is bamboo areas. Lushai Hills is not rich in other mineral depo-

sits, but it is rich in forest wealth, Particularly bamboos. If our
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forest wealth is properly utilised, the deficits district can be
made into self-supporting districts. If we can utilise our bam-
boos we can feed ourselves. I believe you arc well aware that
Garo Hills and Khasi & Jaintia Hills have rich deposits of
coal and limestone, where cement factories can be s.tart_cci suc-
cessfully. Then paper mill can be started in the Lushai Hills and
Garo Hills. I believe Lushai Hills has also some coal depo-,
sit. I myself collected some coal from Kolasib area. It
a proper geological survey of the country is miade, I am surc we
can find many valuable mineral products.  So, I would re-
quest the Government to look into this and do the needful
immediately. _

Sir, we have many big rivers which can be utilised for
generating electric power.

., Asregards education, I would like to stress the need for
giving more grant to the tribal people to educate their boys and
girls. I understand that in Shillong there are many tribal boys
and girls who cannot get hostel accomodation. In our district
we have no cotlege. During Mr. Medhi’s time I requested him
to allow us to start one private college. But he did not_
allows to start even a private college. He always said, “It
would be better for you to send your boys and girls to the
plains or Shillong so that they can learn more things”. Sir,
Prespmlng that it iS better to send our boys a]’]_d girls OlltS].de
inspite of so many difficulties, if we do not have at least hostel
facilities, 1t 1s not possible for poor tribal people to have therr
boys and girls educated. Without education we cannot do any-
thing in these days of competition. The Public Service Gom-
mission will reject people with lesser qualifications : they select
people only with high qualifications. We find some of our
M. As., and M.A. B.L.s. are sti]] going without any joh becausc
there are People with better qualifications. If that is the casec,

the chances for the tribal people to grow are very remote.

About

fund for SIVING some loan, but in our district we have not betn

granted a single pic for building any house. This low-income
group housing loan hag not Yetgb;élrf made available for the
apphce_mts 1 our district, The Government blame the District
Council for not altering the land system so as to allow the
Proprietory right. But the District Council
d as security to people who ask for loan
l is even ready to allow them to
Y for repayment of the loan. But they

and or house to non-tribal people and

the housing problem, Government provided some
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it 1s limited to tribal pcople only, and thus the land there is as
good as belonging to the occupier. So the Government should
realise the feclings of the people and accept the offer of their
land as security for housing loan even though they are not
allowed to sell their land to non-tribals.

Another point. I would like to raise is civil supply at
Lungleh. As you all know, the road to Lungleh is not yet
motorable, so we have to depend on mules transport and
human carriers to a great extent. During dry season it is zeep-
able, but most part of the year it is not zeepable. For this rea-
son it is very difficult to deliver goods to Lungleh and interior
places. The transport cost from Silchar to Aijal is Rs.10 per
maund and from Aijal to Lungleh is Rs.30 to 40 per maund.
For this reason the Government is kind enough as to subsidise
the essential commodities sent to Lungleh Subdivision. The
amount sanctioned last year for this purpose was Rs.3 lakhs.
Similar treatment is required to be extended to the people of
north castern side of Aijal Subdivision because they are also
very far away from Aijal and Silchar and the difficulties expe-
ricnced by them are almost similar to the pcople of Lungleh.
While, Sir, we are requesting Government to extend this facility
to other areas, I regret very much to note here that the amount
allotted for the next year for this purpose has been reduced from
Rs.3 lakhs to Rs.21 lakhs. I cannot understand the reason for
this. However, I ‘would request the Government not to reduc.e
the same, rather increase the figure of subsidy and extend this
facility to other needy arcas, as people arc suffering for the high
cost of transport of essential commodities to their areas..
would request the Government to concede to the suggestions 1n
this connection by the District Council.

In this connection, Sir, I would like to inform the House
that many of the Lushai people have migrated into Burma
recently, and the Government, I understand, is surprised as to
why so many Lushai people have migrated to Burma. From
the figures T got from the Deputy Commissioner, I find that
people of border areas, mainly from Champhai area have
migrated in large numbers. The reason for their migration,
Iundcrstand, 1s mainly for I:IOt getting essential supplies_ at
subsdised prices and not getting the supply by air dropping.
My statement has been confirmed as mgre people from @hz}t
area are leaving their homes and going to Burma. So, Sir, it 1S
high time that Government. s.hou}d extend their helping hand to
the people in Lushai Hills living in distang places and in areas
not connected with suitable communication, so that they ™Y
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not have to migrate to Burma. Migration from one country
to another means a lot of trouble, and this involves interna-
tional problems also. For these reasons, I would request the
Government to look into this matter and take necessary action
immediately

With these few words, I resume my seat.

Shri LILA KANTA BARAH (Kaliabor) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, we offer our hearty thanks to our Finance Minister for his
illuminating speech on the presentation of the budget wherein
he has dealt with almost all important factors of the adminis-
tration of the State. The picture given by him on different
items is on the whole a redeeming one excepting on the food
front which is unhappy and gloomy.

$i1‘s the most important aspect of the budget to me this
year is that provision for a number of new projects has been
made and that there is no proposal for further taxation,
think, the Finance Minister has realised that the burden of

taxation on the people is alrcady heavy leaving no room for
further taxation.

Another important feature of the budget is that though
there is an overall deficit, the deficit this time is not so heavy
as in the previous years, [ think, the Finance Minister is rather
fortunate this time as the recommendations of the Sccond
Finance Commission hgs increased the State’s share of Central
grants under certain heads. In this connection, we arc SOrry
to learn that the Commission has not made any change of the
amount of grant due to Assam in respect of assignment of jute

export duty, which is likelv 1o o AERICR le Hope
the Central (}Overnlr;e;lkt('ly to disappear by 1959-6

and Sympathitically too g
if this grant is not allotte

Si _
State ;Jrécglhig’%r 1957-58 may be called a year of trial for our

: : Overnment had to face a number of problems
during this Y€ar, special mention of weich may be made of the
Naga Hills issye and the R . i - t satisfied
rather disappoinioy e efinery issuc. We are not satished,
hi has b s at the way in which the Naga Hills
- C;I; 1laasd t'aliin tackled by the Clentral Government.  We are
hOW?V t°g Wat the Refinery issue has been settled to our
gatisfaction, ? : € Are also glad” that a separate Railway Zone
has been e}ita lished for Assam and a bridge over the Brahma-
putra has been conceded, hyt yet one great thing remains

for us, that is, a river valley project. Although most of the

will consider this matter very seriously
s this will hit hard on a poor State
d to her.
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States in India got one or more river valley projects, we are
sorry, Sir, that so long we in Assam have not got any. We
have been told by our Finance Minister as well as by the
Agriculture Minister that the detailed investigations of the
Kopili project will he completed by 1959, but may we know
from our Government whether our Government have got any
assurance from the Government of India that this river valley
project will be taken over by them as soon as the survey work
is completed ? Sir, we know how much important a river
valley project is to raise the economic status of a State, and spe-
cially for a poor and backward State like ours which is all the
more essential. So we would uree upon the Government to use
their influence so that the Kopili Valley Project may find place
in the Second Plan period.

Sir, many of the speakers have spoken on agriculture and
the Agriculture Minister also has now realised that Members
this time took keen interest on agriculture. Why ? That is so ?
Because agriculture is the backbone of our country. We know
Sir, that the people of Assam live in the villages. More than
90 per cent of its population live in the villages and of these
more than 80 per cent are agriculturists. Sir, though our
Government have done a ereat deal yet we feel that deve-
lopment in this respect is not as is expected. Sir, when I said
that more than 90 per cent of our people live in the villages,
I think I shall not be wrong if I say that more than 60 per
cent of jthese people do not have two full meals a day even
though is it more” than ten years since we attained, Indepen-
dence. Itis not our foremost duty to see that the poverty of
our people can be driven away as soon as possible ? Sir, by
this I do not mean that our Government have not done any-
thing in respect of development of agriculture. As I have
already said, whatever has becen done falls far short of our
expectation and it is found that though it is more than ten
years of our independence we have not been able to give
our —poor people two full meals a day. So we hope
our Goverument will consider this matter of development of
agriculture in our State very seriously. Sir, I feel that we are
trying to develop our State in full respects.  If we can do 50,
well and good. ~ But there are certain difliculties also, such as
supply of necessary. materials, paucity of capital etc. etc.
During the First Plan period we have constructed a number of
roads, established a number of schools, dispensaries, and so on
and so forth, Of course in these respects we have advanced a
great deal. Now my idea is whether we cannot go slow with
these things, 7.e. construction of roads, or school buildings etc.
Can we not divert more attention, more energy, more time and
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more resources for the development of agriculture, cottage ““fl
small scale industrics so that the economic lot of our pcople 18
improved ? T have no doubt in my mind that il we can o
improve the economic lot of our people those things such 2
construction of roads, dispensaries, schools, etc., which we are

after now can be casily achieved, When the economic lot of

the people is improved they will not grudge to pay more taxes
for the development of thesc things. I feel that whatever has
been done during the last five or six years can be done within
two years with the willing co-operation and contribution of a
well off and satisfied people. I fined that all the various agencics
that we have adopted, for example the N.E.S. Blocks, G.D.
Blocks etc., are entrusted with various activities, 1.0y for
development of education, communication, sanitation and
so on. (Can we not at Jleast get these N. E. S. and
C.D. Blocks, and Rural Panchayats also to V\{Ol'k f.or:
development of agriculture and small and cottage industrics
now ?  Why should they be engaged in works like construc-
tion of roads, school buildings, dispensarics when these things
are also being done by the Government and the Local Boards
as well ? My point is, can we not encage all these agencics,
viz., N. E. S. Block, C. D. Blocks and Rural Panchayats on pro-
ductive works specially food which is the main necessity of the
peeple ? I think oyr Government would do well to think
deeply now on this because it s high time and we cannot
allow our hungry millions to continue in this way. We must
not think that we can always kecp these mute and ill-fed people

in their present state. [t is our primary duty to sce that Ly
are well-fed and well clothed.

Sllfa V\fhile I speak these things my mind goes to our .NO-W—
gong district.  We all know that Nowgong is a surplus district
m respect of food. Byt now nature has turned against us. It
1s practically the whole of Nowgong, except a few areas here
and there, that is going arid and dry. During the last harvest-
ng scason people ip g number of Mouzas in the district could
not get to reap anything at all and it is mainly due to the
drought. YER money crop like jute also failed for want of
water for retting,  We thought we could get something by cul-
tivation of bore addy and we tried our -level best to make this
boro cultivation moye Popular amongst the people. For this
Government also  werg pleased to allow our cultivators
to c1_1111va-[e L SFaSne Seatinds s sedll as forest Teserves where-
ever 1t was Possible to grow this horo paddy. But I have Dbeen
told now, Sir, that the growy, of boro paddy is also stunted for
want of rain. Then we thought we could get something by

[ &
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way of cultivating rabi crops such as sugarcane, mustard, etc.,
but these crops also failed due to drought. We made a propa-
ganda throughout the district so that the people can take to
Ahu cultivation which is the next hope for the people. The
people also have kept the fields ready for sowing Ahu seeds as
well as jute seeds, but unfortunately till now there is no ran
and the result is that the over all picture of the district in
respect of food is absolutely gloomy. This has caused us much
anxiety, we are at a loss to think how the people in our district
can be saved. Sir, there is insistent demand from the people
to open more cheap grain shops as well as to give test relief
works to them. At present there are more than 100 cheap
grain snops in the entire district, this number is quite insuffi-
cient to meet the situation. I would like to inform the House
that even in the existing cheap grain- shops the supply is irre-
gular and at the same time quite inadequate. In this con-
nection I want to inform the House that in 1949-50 there were
about 400 cheap grain shops in the district of Nowgong, but
now the scarcity of food is still greater and the existing cheap
grain shops cannot give proper facility to the hungry people to
get their food. T suggest therefore, that at least two hundred
more cheap grain shops should be opened early so that the
poor people can be helped to some extent.

W ¢ have come to learn after we have come here to attend
the session of the Assembly that the Government have given
some money for test relief works and as far as I know the
amount 1s between 60,000 and 70,000 rupees, but this is abso-
lutely nothing, it is just like a drop of water in the ocean, when
lakhs of people are suflering. The present amount given by
the Government will not be able to do anything in comparison
to the big problem of drought facing this district. I would
therefore request the Government that much more money
shogl_d be given to that district so that the people will be in a
position to earn their livelihood. Sir, I do not like to speak
more on this but T would request the Government to find out
ways and means as to how best we can solve the difficulties in
respect of food facing the people of Nowgong due to drought.

Sl_ra yesterday Shri Idris referred to the Nowgong Co-
operative Sugar Mill. But as I have said above. the drought
condition in our district has made the Simati(’m very acute
and has created some difliculties in (he realisation of the
?.heu*e capital in respect of the Sugar Mill. A news appeared
n _tht? Natun Assamiya that the Nowq(mg Cb—opcrative Sugar
Mill in Assam has been cancelled by the Central Government,
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I do not know how far this is truc and we are all in suspense
and this news has made the realisation of share capital S.F_ill
difficult. The Minister-in=charge has not clarified the position
as yet. Will he please enlighten us as to what i, the real position
now ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY (Minister
Supply) : Sir, may clanfy it ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Lect the hon. Member finish his speech
then you will clarify it.

Shri LILA KANTA BARAH (Kaliabor) : Sir, i.ll our
district a good number of devastating fires took place 1n the
heart of the town. I would like to draw also the attention of
the Government to a news which appeared in the papers
regarding the devastating fire which ook place at Rupaht.
This fire has caused loss of property to the tunc of more than
10 lakhs of rupees. Again we have received another news
yesterday that the devastating firc which took place at Doboka
a few days back has caused loss of property worth about seveu
lakhs of rupces. But I am sorry to say that in spite of such
devastating fires which took place one after another we have
no modern appliances to cope with the fire. My I
request tl_le Government to  see that 1n  order to remove
this genuinc and urgent nced of the people a few fire-

brigades will be placed at the disposal of the Municipal Board
there ? )

. Sir, many hon. Members have spoken about corruptions
in the_dllferent spheres of Government officials. I do not want
E)go into all the details of these things now because I hope
n(‘;‘t"gg‘l;r;l:\lfltalsfea:iso aware of this state of affairs. Yet Sir, 1 .car;
rampant in the D:?rc.h regarding the’ corruption wiich 1:;{ .
under the very g buty Commissioner’s office. Some _Pcs. alis
bribes and al] the:c of the Magistrates do not hesitate to take
Commissioner’s c;f?i thlnlgs are going on merrily in the Depu'ty
whether we are notci(: also. When people come to us and say
practices, w : are butlta position to remove all these corrupt
Cannot Governmenpt (10 remain silent and feel quite unhappy.
Decputy Commissicmer’llVe away corruptions at least from the
thing so that the poyy “;)U(()-[ﬁlce, cannot Government do Son}e-
Office Ass@stallt_s as 1s ]):P ¢ would not be harassed by the

. : ng done now ? Many things have
in thi i - . OW ¢
been said m this connection 1y, this House ; therefore, I would
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simply draw the attention of the Government to this aspect of
the matter so that this corrupt practice can be removed as
early as possible from our society.

Now I would like to say a few words about my
constituency. I am not going to speak about the demands:
of my constituency, but I would like to place two
things before the House. Fiistly, I want to say that
one Reclamation Project, the Rowmari Beel Reclamation Pro-
ject which was taken over by the Government last year it
appears that no provision has been made for that project in
this year’s budget. Not only the project was taken over by the

overnment but estimates were sent to  the Government and
even tenders were also called by the Department. But I do not
understand, Sir, how this project has not found a place in the
budget of this year. Another thing I would like to say is
regarding a road project— the Dalal-Salal Road »ie Hatbar and
Sakmothi which is about seven miles with a bridge over Kolong
river at Hathar. T'wo miles of the road have been completed
but T do not know why provision has not been made in this
year’s budget. I would like to draw the attention of the
overnment to this fact and request thsm to clarify the same.
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY (Minister, Supply
and CO“OPerative): Sir, what happened is this : the promo-
ters of the N owgong Co-operative Sugar Mill were to raise neces-
sary finances within the $1st December 1956. If they could have
promoted the money by sclling the share then the Government
would have pariicipated and possibly the mill would have
COome mto existence by now, but unfortunately for the econo-
mic distress prevailing in that district, the promoters could not
collect the share capital within 31st December 1956. At our
Instance the Government of India extended the period but
even within the extended period, they could not collect the
funds. Meanwhile the country was faced with foreign ex-
change. difficultics. Due to the foreign exchange difficulties not
only with regard to the Sugar Mill in question but with regard
to many other projects, the Government of India asked us to
go slow, §q naturally this project, viz., the Nowgong Co-ope-
I)‘it{ttlﬁg $l}(}glar Iyiill is going to be delftyed_both due to the failure
o the iz)reihotcr:c; to reahs(:: the s}larb capital and also because
gn exchange difficulties. I may tell Mr, Bora that

even today they have not been able to realise the necessary
share capital. The rate at which they are proceeding above
for that reason it may come by the Third Plan. Jven then b€

hl:ils .nothipg toworty ; if they can collect necessary finance, the
shiare capital, certainly we will do oyr best so that the mill
is established as early as possible,
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Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM | Jowai (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)|: M;.Speaker, 3ir, I thought I would not
be able to take part in the budget discussion. [ have already
taken part in the Governor’s address. 1 am orateful to you for
giving me a chance to take part in this discussion. Sir, before 1
enter into the discussion, I would like to congratulate the Finance
Minister for presenting the budget before this House and for
trying to meet the demands of all sections of people. Sir, much
has been said about the food problem in the country. Our State
and India as a whole is waging a war for the increase of food
production. This was started for some years back, spending
crores of rupees, but little result could be seen. We arec still
behmgl the target. People are clamouring, what is this ?  After
spending so much money no tangible result is seen. The
question arises whether the shortage is due to the damage
caused by natural calamities such as floods, drought, pests
and so on and so forth or whethr the Agriculture Department
has failed to push their schemes. I do not like to go 1nto
the question of their failures. I want to speak about my
constituency, bccause as a Member elected by the peopic
I am bound to be constituency minded. As you know the
problems of the Hill People are differenc. I shall be failing
in my duty if T donot represent the cause and interest
of the people who sent me here because there will be nobody
to bring their gricvances to the notice of this House, So 1t
oy duty although I may be -constituency minded 10
bring into this House the difficulties of my pcople. Sir, in
my constituency the present scheme of éiving grant for
terrace and contour bunding, do little hel temporarily 1n-
crease food producti & &IEp 29 o ;

g 0o¢ production. Further Government is also g1ving grant
o8 ‘l’e}: paddy cultivation, but the grant given by the Govern-
ment for reclaiming waste land for wet paddy cultivation 18
only Rs.50 to Rs.75 per acre. As tl - is too smal
95  per cent of thes Cre. s the amount 18 -“ ot,;
reclaim the land se people receiving such grant could
money given é‘ as they ought to have done. As such the
encourage Peo% Government is merely a wastage. 50, 1O
more grant pl¢ n food production, T would suggest that
for wet paddy c(%ll\t,‘en to those people who would reclaim land
il Be pesmmayations Qnae the people could reclaim, -
]f food product; ament. Thus it would help the campaign
o till to be 101.  Sir, in my constituency we have enough
Jand st1 reclaimed. We want the Government to help
our pcople to reclaim thoge lasd th laxids
claimed it would o and, because once these la
are IC isal uld enable us to have permanent cultiva-
tion anc.l 1¢1p us to Increase the food production. Sir, as I
have said last week, we have got a valley called Latein in
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the Jowai Subdivision, for which, I am grateful to the Chicf
Minister who is taking interest on it. That valley is 10
miles in length and about & mile in breadth. If that valley
could be reclaimed, at least i/3rd of the Jowai Subdivision
could be casily fed from it. I thank again the Chief Minister
because he has taken interest for the development of that
valley. _ _ :

Another thing very scrious in our hill areas is the
indiscriminate setting of fire in the country side. I have
submitted a Resolution to that effect. Sir, I am afraid that
1 shall not able to move it because it is not under the purview
ol this House, so 1 want to enlighten the H_Ousc that indis-
criminate setting of fire in the country side is causing great
harm to our land. This will, I am afraid, after two or
three decades make our country barren. I bring this question
here, because I wish the Government to move the District
Council to this effect and to take up the question very seriously
in order that our country might be saved in future. Otherwise
as I have said, if these things continue, I am afraid after 5
few decades the country will become barren and at the same
time the question of soil conservation and such other things
will not do any good, if indiscriminate setting of fire is not
stopped.

Another point. I came to know last week that the
Agriculture Department is surrendering the amount of Rs.192 000
on ¢ Minor Irrigation Work’. I cannot understand, the jdes
when people are in need of money to 1‘cclq'1m land why such
a big amount of money is surrendered. So I would urge
upon the Government to make an enquiry into the Mmatter
and see that the money is reallotted for the burpose. Thep

come to another point. We have some test relief oy n
the border. The work is continuing and Prosressing. 1. under.
stand the Deputy Commissioner has asked the SUbdiViSionaI
Officer o surrender the money. As you know, the border
people are now in a fix, il the money is going o e
surrendercd.  As you kuow our people are in distress, ypess
they get work they will be starving. So, I would S
the Honourable Minister in charge that the money g Sequest
dered is to be realloted as soon as possible, gq th'-lf: uzlrm_l'
people in the border areas may get work, ~ | RREBE

Then I come tosay a few words about mManures. Qur
paddy fields in the subdivision are using hone-mea] a8 a manure
This is the only manure well-suited for our fields, Had it 110{;
been for bone-meal, yields in our cultivating fields would haye
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been very poor. Last year the Agriculture Department suppl ed
the cultivators with mixed fertilisers,.. This had proved a failure.
Now people are crying for bone-meal.  Therefore, I request the
- Minister for Agriculture to direct the Department to keep stocks

of bone meal and to send the same to Jowai Subdivision for

cdistribution to our cultivators.

Now regarding Primary Schools and Middle English Schools.
In the Jowai Subdivision the private primary schools arefar
greater in number than the Government primary schools. ‘The
pay scales of these teachers range from Rs.15 to Rs.25. 1
need not dilate on this point because {rom the pay you could
realize the condition of the teachers. So naturally the teachers
have to find some other means other ‘than their job for their
livelihood. = Therefore, it is not expected that a teacher 1n such
schools could discharge his duiies faithfully and sincercly.

Then one thing that strikes me most that there are Govern-
ment primary teachers who are working as Sub-Post Master, as
- decretary in the Co-operative Societies and so on. This very
fact is known to the Department concerned. I want to have a
clarification from the Minister-in-charge whether Government
servants can do any other job than his own.

Then as regards ‘Middle English Schools, I am glad that
the Finance Minister has already mentioned in his budget
speech that “3 Middle English Schools have been started in the
Jowai Subdivision’’. These are the proceedings Middle English
Schools run by the local people. Two were started last year
and one i.e., Sutuga—this was started about 6 years ago, W}th
great difficulty the people could make it into a ful-fledged. Mid-
dle English School,” 1 am glad in this two or three years the
Government ig giving recurring grant - to the school.  But tl'lc
~people  have ouw found it  difficult to maintain - it

he people of the locality have sent representation twicc

to the authorities concerped. But I do not know what Gov-

ernment is doing about (his.  However, 1 would request the

. gﬁvﬁls‘ﬁnge?t to provincialise this school (i.c., the Sutuga Middle
g Chool) in the coming year.

- In tllll’e‘ma,tter.of industrial loan, none from the Jowai-Sub-
division has CVEr received suych though there were many appli-
cants who applied for (he same

Then in the matter of small scale industrics and the like,
the prants given Lo our syhdivision are very low in comparison
-with other places,

B
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Another point.  With regard to Medical the Jowai Pres-
byterian  Hospital it was built 8 years ago by the Welsh Mission :
with a nominal contribution from the people of the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills'in cash and labour.  As it was the policy of the
foreign' Mission to hand over it to the local people, so about 3 or
4 years ago the hospital was gifted away to the Synod of Khasi
and Jaintia Hills by the foreign Welsh Mission. Now it is
wholly and solely’ under the management of the local people.
The hospital consists of about 100 beds. The hospital is ably
managed by the highly qualified doctor and a matron. 'In'
such a big hospital there'are only two doctors, one = junior
doctor was deputed for a condensed course of M. B. for two
years. In his absence the senior ‘doctor is running the whole
show  successfully. You would ask me ' how they"
could manage to do work? The answer'is very simple. © Tt is
the spirit of service and sacrifice. In Government hospitals
where there are 20 or 25 beds there will be 3 or 4 doctors, yet
it is said that they cannot cepe with the works. Sir, the outlook
and mentality of those who are in service should change, \ if we
are' 0 build the welfare state. - The charge in this hospital is,
if I may say, nominal. Those who could _not pay, they were
politely told by the Doctor before leaving the Hospital that they
should not forget to help'the Hospital whenever they can. In-
this hospital T, B, patients are admitted. Most of them are
treated free.  The Hon. Minister: for Medical knows - it, consi-
dering the ‘humanitarian works done by this Hospital, I appeal .
to the'_ quernment particularly the Medical Minister, to see that
grantis given to this Hospital for the treatment of T.'B. patients.

Dr.: SRIHARI' DAS * (Barpeta):  Mr. Speaker, Sir, at
the outset T am happy to'say that' our Finance = Minister made
an attempt to give us some rays of hope as far as medical and
public health schemes are concerned, There iIs a scheme for
the expansion of the Gauhati hospital, there is a scheme for
control of Filaria, thereisa scheme for providing attached
T. B.'wards in some of the existing hospitals in the Hills Dis-
tricts.  There is approval for introduction of Post Graduate:
studies” in M. D, ‘and M. S, in Assam Medijcal Clollege at
Dibrugarh under the Guahati University, - So , in this way many
schemes are taken up‘to combat diseases and so we are happy-
that at least some enterprises are made in this respect: But,’
Siry 1" we analyse these things one after another what we
ﬁ_ﬂd? We: find that much has been said than what is prac-
tically -done,
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Sir, when we are the members of the society we must
look to the welfare ol the society in all respects. Children of
today will be the parents as well as leaders of tomorrow.
So, we must lay more stress on the children’s health. Of
course thereby I am not going to exclude the elder ones.
Children’s health must be given priority. So, a survey as  re-
gards children’s health is of utmost importance. Survey should
be made to find whether they are ill-nourished or undernourished
or sick. Government should take necessary stepts in  this direc-
tion. Another point is that a survey for the common discases
should also be made as far as practicable which will help in
preventing and curing diseases. In this connection T want to say
that Government will come forward to make an enterprise of
scheme to investigate and check up the children’s health from
ISJOIWCI‘I Primary School up to Matric standard, i.c., up to High

chool.

Next I come to sanitation. Thisis an important point for
the prevention of diseases. Greater emphasis should be given
in general cleanliness both rural and urban areas. People in
the rural areas are mostly illiterate and backward in all respect.
They cannot adopt thémselves with the day to day affairs of
life. So, they must be taught either by way of insturction or
by way of magic lantern or by way of cinematographic show so
that they can understand the things properly and can judge the
things which are harmful and which are not. There are Rural
Hea'lth. Inspcetors, Sanitary Inspectors, etc., to manage these
affairs in the rural areas. But we practically see that people in
the rural areas very rarely know who is a Rural Health Inspector
apd “fh‘? s a Sal_litary Inspector. So, unless there is co-opera
tion, it is very difficult to implement the development program-
mes. Therefore Government shonld look into in and take bold
steps so that these Rura] Health Inspectors and Sanitary Inspec-

tors go to the rura] areas z N e TG, BUEDOYE
they are meant for, and do the needful flo purp

tlg V:}?clorﬁlaiﬂl(nto the urban areas we find that it is also not
up Hoame o & he town bazars and hotels are extremely
et I rﬁll:t)i Oh-leﬁlses are touucd here and there, sew age
and Ot,ltes ar:_:Yt INgs are found in heaps, swarms of flies and
mosquito 4 S¢en flying eyerywhere. There is no proper
means o0 Aspc?se of the refygses and they remain thece for days
togctherN t Itlo o llgesult obnoxious smell comes out from
them- o0 peak of D.D. T. the ordinary phenyl i
not available lor —that  purpoge  Flies being contaminated

witk germs pollute the articleg of food resulting in outbreak
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of epidemic. If things go on like this then we ean imavine
what will be the ultimate result.

We have heard about Sanitary Inspectors, but we do not
know what they do, and what for they are appointed. If the
Government is not serious about sanitation then the change
of outbreak of epidemic is much more. So, Sir, if proper care
is taken then the chance of outbreak of different diseases is
also less. So, sanitation plays an 1important part on health
matter. In this connetion I draw the attention of the hon,
Members of the House to Pragjyotishpur Congress Session how

seriously these measures were taken and how important those
are.

Now I come to vaccination. Vaccination is another impor-
tant point to be remembered. It gives immunity to diseases—may
be for a short duration or long duration, and so it gives relief to
the mass people. But the most important thing is that the
lymph must be fresh or rather must contain potency. If lymph is
not potent it may do harm than good and then it will be just like
the whipping a tired horse. We have sad experience in the
outbreak of cholera epidemic in Barpeta town. Many of the
amples containing lymph were old and their date already on
1!“3 verge of expiry date. Ifsuch things happen at such a critical
lime we can very well imagine what may be the ultimate result.
Sir, this is a very serious matter and to this I want to draw the

atlention of the Government so that such mistakes would never
occur 1n future.

I now come to anti-malaria measures. Assam is an endemic
arca as regards malaria. So a survey of most epidemic areas is
very essential, A fter locating such areas antimalarial measures,
both preventive and curative, should be applied. The scheme
1s there, But it seems there 1is slackness in taking proper
measures.  Whether effective measures are taken or not can
be judged by the control of diseases and lessening of mosquitos.
Not to speak of the rural arcas, if we look to Gauhati town we
find great number of mosquitos flying here and there, Seeing
this can we say that the scheme 1s a successful one and the
mEeAasures are taken properly ?

NO“{ I come to adulteration of food. Much has been said
about this. We definitely require wholesome food. As there
is a crists for food the chance for adulteration is also more.
Very often we find adulteratian in mustard oil. This must be
checked, otherwise many diseases are likely to occur as a result,
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There is adulteration in milk. Milk powder is supplied to the :

school .children, but reports are that after taking such m.ilk
powder many children became victims of some diseases like
Gastrointernal “'disorder, vomiting, purging, €tc. These things
should not be allowed to occur, The Government sbould be

cautious so that the milk powder that is supplied to the children

is fresh. If any consignment of milk powder is found to be not
fit for human consumption then it should discarded. Many
spurious drugs are found in the market. A drive against this
is very essential.  The most impertant thing that I am going to

impress is about the loose selling of sulph-drugs. These drugs-

are sold in huts and bazars without any proper medical supervi-
sion Sulph-drug is definitely used for good purpose, i.¢. curing
or relicving of diseasee. But when the mass people take t_hlS
without proper supervision of medical personnel, insted of glomg
good it will' do harm, ultimately resulting in many urinary
complications. ’ _

So, I request the Government so that a drive against
these things are done soon.

As regards Tuberculosis much has been said already
and so I do not like to dilate upon it. But what I want-to

stress 15 that Government should make a scheme for imple-

mentation of one more important but cheap method of detecting
i } 3 < s .
T.'B.’ and that is ‘mass miniature radiography.’
Sir, incidence of ‘cancer cases is gradually  increasing.

Treatment for this disease is practically nil in our Statc. What:
we have gotin this respect is only Deep-X’ Ray thereby which

is very costly. I therefore, urge upon the Government L0 S€C
that those suffering from cancer receive this treatment frec ;
along with this a ward should be established for cancer patients
for their treatment and further investigation, as necessary.
_Then, coming to water supply, as water is requied for
cultx\{at_lonil 50 it is required for human beings. But this
%g:z; 13i:‘3?i€$‘32?urfjenleosfqmany diseases, which are called water,
to have some ipfe ‘

the.hw.l_’loltehhuman machinery. So, the supply of pure = water,
bot T]n 6‘ lll‘ba_n and rural areas 18 very important.

Now, Sir, T ‘would Jike . w0 ol ‘ds about our
Medical College ke 10 say a lew WOrcs: atous
Chm%lt ”E%t%tlllotnh‘ Wh?"e our students are admitted for being
taugit, <0 ¢ other side, patients are admitted for having
petter tleatnun[]t, But, Sirif the persons concerned with the
teaching as we}l» as (reatment remain very busy with ' their  pri-
yate practhC the students g well as the patients  will = never

. we use pure water ‘'we are Very prone:
ction in our system leading to the upset of

al Dibrugarh. On the one side it is a tea=
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‘receive proper attention. Let him be
will get less time for study and will
'Proper: education to the students.
~will have less time to devote for (h
sequently not receive proper care. If we judge from these
angles, actually this hospital is now meant only for the  rice
people , the poor people never get any Dbenefit: from i it.
It seems to be a money-making pharmacy. If therefore think,
Sir, private practice shouldnot be allowed. If necessary, tl.l(‘,}'
may be given a non-practising allowance. Next, Sir, regarding
Veterinary, I need not go inte details. I have already drawn
the attention of the Minister in charge to the various anoma-
lines which are going on in the veterinary dispensaries in our
wiState, I simply. with - Government will endeavour to .do
away all sorts of anomalies which prevail in the veterinary
dispensaries in our State.
With these few words I conclude my speech.
- Shri JOGAKANTA BARUA (Jaipur): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the Leader of the House told wus that the Government
~would take only two hours. But we find now the Government
members are cncroaching on our time.
. Mr. SPEAKER: The settlement of the Government
- ume is a matter - between the Speaker and the Leader of the
' House. The Leader of the House wanted two hours, hut 1
thought from my experience that they would not-be able to
reply to the points raised in the debate within two_h_OUTS-
IaEthGrCfOI'C, suggested four hours. The Hon’ble Ministers
have alrezdy exhausted four hours, and the Hon’ble Finance
Minister has still to reply. I am told that the hon. . Leader
of the House will also intervenc in the debate. I think this
15 in the fitness of things because when Members make obser-
vations they also expect replies from the Ministers.  The Mini-
'sters are speaking here with a view to give replies to the spe-
cific points raised by the Members. Thercfore any time the

inisters take is not an encroachment on the time of the
‘private’ Members. In fact, it helps the Members to contribute
to the debate.

0 laras the point raised by Mr. Barua is concerned,
in fact we got onc full day cxtra including the question hour.
Therefore, I think: there mneced not he any = misunder-
standing or misapprehension on tha score,

_Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): M-
speaker, Sir, I am really grateful to You
opportunity  to reply to the specific points  raised by
the hon. Members regarding the Medical and Public \Health
Department.

a physician or surgeon, he
,there fore, be unable to give
On the hospital side, he
e patients who will con-

for giving me this
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Mr. SPEAKER: You will have to be brief. The prin-
cipal responsibility  for replying to the debate is that of the
Finance Minister. Other Ministers intervene only to clarify
cartain. points. Therefore, the Hon’ble Minister will have to
be brief. The time atour disposal is also short because on
Friday both the Finance Minister and the Leader of the
House will intervene. The Hon’ ble Minister will, thercfore,
have to be brief.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA Minister, Medical) : Yes,
Sir, I am glad that so far as the Medical and Public Health
Departments arc concerned excepting a few suggestions from
come hon. Members, therc has not been any adverse criticisms:
During the discussion of the Governor’s  Address, I gave 2
general idea to the House regarding the activities of these two
departments. ‘To-day, Sir, I will simply touch the salient points
raised by some of the Members. At the outset, 1 must 5aY
that the greatest handicap to the progress in our State is the
acute dearth of qualified doctors and other health personncit
But in spite of this handicap, I must say that the Medical and
Public Heal}h Departments have been able to make considera=
ble progress in extending medical and public health facilities
to different areas of the State.

~ The manner in which the Public Health pcrsonnel dealt
with |the situation during the outbreak of plague and during
the Congress Session clearly shows what great eflorts are made
by the Public Health and Medical Departments to put a _check
to the outbreak of cpidemics in our State. Now, Sir, I am
not going to details. I find that there are only two hon. Mem-
bers whose speeches were exclusively confined to the Medical and
Public Health Departments. They are Dr. Ghanasyan Das
’ﬁ’gg D‘ng m}&; Deputy in the previous Ministry, and Dr, Sri-
Ao \Vslilic\ﬁ ]0 P]TObably graduated from the Medical College
Mo eis wan]te ’llaS spoken something to-day. Both these hon.
honlf We ko i"adt private practice 1m the Medical College
T Wl fPl?(‘- . We have given thought over the mattcl
tion of tl nform the hon. Members that it is also the mnstruc=

L e Government of India. 1 hope we shall be ina

osition to st e T DY &

?ar b e POP‘PI‘Watc practicc in our Medical College, 5O

within ashOrIchgeSSSOrg and Assistant Professors are concerned,
me with Central subsidy.

Depulj}?:v’]ﬂiﬁ’ 13;}1’? riend, Dr. Ghanasyam Das, who was my
hile he was in well what measures and schemes we had
s dling fil .m Mmlﬂtry because he had the opportunity
of han! mgl €s and seeing the various schemes. Knowing
them fully well, he now comes and makes certain statements

' ,.____L,\iﬂg....g.” hiniovosiitissmiiiaatill



. 4

1958] ADJOURNMENT 1685

before the House. I am not accusing him, but what I want
to say 1is that he knew all these things.

Now, regarding unification of the cadres. We had Assistant
Surgeon I and Assistant Surgeon II. My Friend, Dr. Das,
knows the deccision regarding this unification. Anyway,
he brought it to the notice of the House.

Shr: GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Sibsagar): Isit
a secret thing ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): I
am not accusing him. We took up this matter in right ear-
nest. We have a Secretaries’ Committee in the Secretariat
level with Chief Secretary, as its head and Medical Secretary
and other Secretaries are its members. This Committee
scrutinised this proposal thoroughly and they could not recom-
mend the unification of these two cadres and the Cabinet to
which these recommendations came, accepted the recommen-
dation of the Secretaries’ Committee, and decided that at this
present juncture it would not be possible to have the
unification of these two cadres.

Mr. SPEAKER : Before we adjourn today, I would like
to know how much time the Finance Minister will take to
reply the debate on Friday.

Shri DEBESWAR ~SARMA (Minister, Finance): I
think, T will take about 90 minutes.

Mr. SPEAKER : Last year the Finance Minister took
3 hours and odd minutes ;if he takes 90 minutes it is all right
but as it is a Friday and the House will sit upto 11-30 A. M.
and cannot be extended beyond 12-00 noon as the Muslim
Members will have to go for Zumma prayers and at the same
time the Chief Minister will also intervene. That means we
will have to race against time. May I suggest that the ques-
tion hour on Friday is taken to some other day ? Does the
House agree ?

(votce—Yes—Yes).

Now, the House stands adjourned till 10-00 A. M. tomorrow,
the 27th March, 1958 and the Hon. Minister, Public Health
will continue his speech on Friday.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a.m. on Thursday.

the 27th March 1958.

Shillong. R. N. BARUA,
The 20th June, 1959. Secretary, Legislative Assemblys
Assam.,
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