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Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second
General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitu-
tion of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 a. m. on Thursday, the 27th March, 1958.

PRESENT
Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., 1L.L:B., Speaker in the Chair

the seven Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers and  sixty-ove
Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given.)
Condition of the Assam Trunk Road from Desang
Bridge to Demow

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

*93. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government are aware that the Assam
Trunk Road from Desang Bridge to Demow
is almost impassable ? ’

(b) Whether it is a fact that this state of affair is
going on since last year ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the repair of the said
road is entrusted to a contractor ?

(d) 1If so, what is the name of the contractor and to
which district he belongs ?
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(¢) Whether it is a fact that due to the mistake of
this contractor such things are happening ?

(f) If so, whether Government has taken any steps

against the defaulting contractor ?

(g)  Whether it is a fact that there are public agita-
tions regarding this matter both in public
meetings and in the Press ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) replied:

- 93, (a) & (b)—The Assam Trunk Road from Desang
bridge to Demow is not impassable at present.

The fact is that this portion of Assam Trunk Road
went unf:ler water every year and traffic had to be suspendcd
for varying periods during the rainy season. As such the road
had to be raised by earthing up. Difficulties to vehicular traffic
on new earth-work during the rains of 1957, were aggravated
owing to breach of the flood embankment of the Bralhimaputra,
during the rains of 1957 and submergence of the road formation
in consequence. However, every effort is being made to main-
tain this portion in proper order.

(¢) & (d)—The repair of the said road is not entrust-
ed to a single contractor. A list showing the names of the
contractors with their addresses as well as _the items of works
allotted to them is placed on the Table. It is also not clear

which one of them is meant and what item of work as done by
him is referred,

(¢)—No. No such mistake has come to the notice of
Government.

e not(£ r)i;;ln view of the reply to (¢), (d) and (e) above this

(g)*'—There were 1 1 1 d
; ublic complaints when the roa
became partly Impassable inpthe rains of 1957 last and also
there was a Press comment for this stretch of road for that

partlculalf period.  Since November last, no complaints have
peen received by Government. '
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Statement referred to in rveply to Starred Question
No0.93(c) & (d) asked by Shri Durgeswar Saikia, M.L.A.,
at the Budget Session, 1958

Statement showing the names of contractors engaged in permanent
restoration of the A. I. Road between Desang Bridge to Demow.
Miles 230/4 to 232 M. P. and 2344 to 235 M. P.

A.—Raising the road by earthing up—

L. Shri Suleman Khan of Doom Dooma—230/4 to
232 M. P.

2. ,,  Abdul Latif of Sibsagar—234/4 to 235 M. P.

B.—Collection of stone soling and metal—

1. Shri 8. R. Moheswari of Sibsagar.
2. ,, K. L. Agarwalla of Dikhari.
3., K. M. Agarwalla of Sibsagar.
4. ,,  J. L. Lahaty of Sibsagar.

8y 3 S. N. Lahaty of Nazira.
;T N. Ahmed of Santak.

T 4 Babujan Ali of Santak.

;- S. R. Sing of Dibrugarh,

! S R. N. Singh of Dibrugarh.
G = 0 K. C. Baruah of Nazira.

11. ,, Abed Ali of Bihubor.

55 R. L. Kamder of Sibsagar.
18, ., K. P. Mazika of Sibsagar.

14, ,, J. Sarmah of Dikhari.

C.—Boulder soling and consolidation—
1. Shri L. N. Kakaty of Sibsagar—239/1 to 231 /4.
2. ,,  Jalilur Rahman of

Sibsagar-—-33
232 M. P. gAY e
3. ,,  Departmental labourers -234/4 to 235 M. P.
* * *

* "
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_ *Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): ol ey 57%
MeT T (F T TGEE FA 2izE T MHeq AT FE AET ARE
TN c=fom |

*Shri DBEBESWAR SARMA (Minister, Public Works

Department) : A W cRlR atss wfaw wffEE oF
TEF % win cwsE cafE Ttes TiE . {F% Suica w4 Atean ca Al 43Es

T czt wifom, ate 4atAiorz F4 CE(UA

“Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOQGOQI (Sibsagar): Is it

a fact that some of the Minister’s including the Minister-in-
charge of Roads and Buildings arc held up and if so, when?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : The present Minister-
in-charge of Roads and Buildings was held up for sometime
and he could come over after some time. But as regards
other Ministers, ] have no information, Sir.

*Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA : b 2[o+i53s wdl rsivy
947 Statement firy | =g > @4 S. R. Maheswari A& o1 afea

Contractor 7 =it g-¢ ws=a J. L. Lahaty =% S. N. Lahaty
AT AfFarAT o 2

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : 7= 71 afe=n o150k F4 catatean
fF2 A Fanma fao 1/ w4 sfmna At galtg | o[ L ERT At
Contract =ezs fafanicd =t xa FACH (208 ¢, At @@4d fFpata atifs
CAFECA wifery e J% atra www @4 fram Ity |

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the hon. Member must have
ml'sta.ken._h{dh%warl is only a swrname.

*Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) :  sueq 579
WMEABE T wwry AT oo Afe@ 4@ pIFH =T T2

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: =iferbta @0 ifp from wiwa fAf
sif= =M= Aty gzig wifya, oafd wif=cr STl g ala faee o wiEferar |

*Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Why earthwork was not started atthe commencement of the
di'y season ?

*Speech not corrected.
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*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (®linister, Public Works

Depargment) : Sir, as I have said on more than one occasion
on the floor of the House; the whole system of passing the Budget,
sanctioning of these demands as well as the financial year will
have to be re-examined and overhauled. At the present time
it is almost impossible to take up work by October or
November in some cases. But, as I have submitted, it is diffi-
cult to overhaul these things in a short time because we have
a legacy from which it is not entircly easy to extricate ourselves.
So, the whole system will have to be re-examined. This cannot
be done even within next vear.

*Shri RAM NATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for
Scheduled Castes]): May I know from the han’ble Minister
from which source he has come to know that the local people’
do not like to take up contract work ?

#Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, number (1)—from the
F.xecutive Engincers and Subdivisional Officers  and number
(2) it appears that since we have taken to long pants we have
growna little averse ta work.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra): aia aw3 wifack
@M 0z AFR et featt wpasigt accident 2 WSH¥ T, WF Fd
TH WEWTT ST Ol @SR Sieacd 3 ABIRI (ST I@Ete FEeed

Revenue Minister foasa st ¢of 17 fAf@ s =i fgereta
Bafe =nfea=fen  tefo= 2

#*Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI (Sibsagar): I could
not quite follow Sir, what the Minister said.

Mr. SPEAKER: Did not vou hear ? Will the Hon’ble
Minister please repeat ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMA : (5t4t® 21 337 @ niqeg s6)
accident ¢z sifefem wte s wfedad frm e @1 52 98" tmfera
(1 SiFAttd wiedmdm cwtom wify w=m AR, T A% A o Eres e
coretEA Algw Aiaca difeca sty o8 wed sfE AT

*Shri RAM NATH DAS :  Will the Hon'ble Minijster
be pleased to call for the lists of tenders whether the local
people submit their tenders for this work or not

*Speech not enrrected,
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*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) : I think we can do it. But more useful pur-
posc will be served if hon. Members take a little interest to
encourage our local people to submit tenders—that will be
more helpful. But I can assure the House that Government
will try their best to accommodate local people in local works.

“Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibvugaxrh) :
Will the Minister kindly state why it was not possible to keep
the asphalted portion of the road open, as a diversionary way,
while raising one of the sides by earthwork ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : The difficulty was
that the road was not wide enough to have two lengths and,
“added to it, the surface was broken up due to very heavy
traffic for which these roads were not meant.

*Shri RAM NATH DAS [Dergaon (Reserved for
Scheduled Castes)]: Mav I know whether he has seen the
names of the tenderers (rom the record?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: T have caused an inquiry

to be made, but T have not seen the record.

*Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOJ (Titabar): Is it not
a fact that people suffered only for the earthwork done in the
months of June and July ?

“Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : That is one of the

reasons.

*Shri RAM NATH DAS : Am I clear from the
answer of the Hon’ple Minister that he will call for a report
from the Execcutive Engineer ?

*Mr. SPEAKER . That is what he has said. He has
already caused an Inquiry to be made.

*Shri GIRINDR A NATH GOGOI (Sibsagar) : The
Hon’ble Minister’s reply was that due to breach of the Brah-
mapuira embankment (}ig portion of the Assam Trunk Read
from Desang to Demowas is under water. May T ask when the
Brahmaputra embankment vqs breached ?
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*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) : The time of the breach of the embankment
is not known to us but we now that there was great pressure
of water on this road due to that breach.

(Starred Question No.49 standing in the name of
Shri Mohikanta Das, was not put and
answered as the questioner was absent.)

Wooden  bridges of village Nagendranagar undder
Ratabari Police Station, District Cachar

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Re-
served for Scheduled Castes)| asked:

*95. Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Projects
pbe pleased to state—

(a)  What is the total cost of construction of the two
wooden bridges of village Nagendranagar,
under Ratabari police station, district Gachar ?

() Whether it is a fact that the two bridges were
completely damaged and had become impas-
sable within one year of construction ?

(¢) What was the type of wood specified by the
authority to the contractor ?

(d) Whether the specified type of wood was really
used for the said bridges ?

Shri A, THANGLURA (Chief Parliamentary
Secretary) replied :

_ 95. (a)-—'I‘he total cost of construction of two wooden
bridges of village Nagendranagar under Ratabari police station,
district Cachar was Rs.5,775.

(b)—TIt is not a fact.

(¢)—First class wood specified b AOHEH
the contractor, y the authority

b idges (d)“"_SPEClﬁﬁ‘d type Df W‘OOd was really IJSCd for the
I ‘
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Shri GOPESH N4MASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes) :|] In answer to (4) it has been said
that it is not a fact. Will Government kindly make an inquiry
whether the bridges are damaged ?

Shri A. THANGLURA (Chief Parliamentary Secre-
tary): As a matter of fact information has already been called
for and according to the information we have received, t(wo
years after the completion the said bridges were dam aged by
the cattle.  When the cattle were passing over the bridges they
were pushing cach other and on account of that the bridges
were damaged. (Lowd Lughter)  And in addition, people
have became slack in maintaining the bridges and thirdly, in
the month of May, 1957 there was a terrific storm and as the
bridges had alrcady becn neglected hy the pcople they were
rendered possible to be swept away by the storm,.

Wooden bridge over Dalugong on the Ramkrishnanagar-
Daula Road under the Ratabari police station,
District Cachar

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Re-
served for Scheduled Castes)| asked:

*96. Will the Minister-in-charge of Clommunity Project
be pleased to state—

(@) When and with what cost the wooden bridges
over Dalugong on the Ru,mkrishnzmag.al'-
Daula Road under the Ratabari police station
Cachar was constructed ?

(b)) What was the type of wood specified for the
said bridge by the authority to the contractor ?

(¢) Whether the wood ag specified by the authority
was supplied by the contractor ?

Shri A. THANGLURA (Chief Parliamentary Secre-
tary) replied:

96. (a)—The wooden bridge over the Dalugong on the
Ramkrishnanagar-Daula Road was constructed during July,
1955 at a total cost of Rs.5,880.

(6)—First class wood was specified for the said bridge.
(¢)——Yes, the wood specified by the authority was
supplied by the contractor,
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Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] : Why the brigde was damaged
within one year of its construction ?

Shri A, THANGLURA (Chief Pa.rlia,ment.ary Secre-
tary) : t i1s not a fact that the bridge was damaged within
one year of its completion ?

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : It is
a fact that all the timbers used in the bridge were Simalu tim-
bers ?

Shri A,. THANGLURA: I hdve no information.

Gaurberkhal sluice gate under the Ratabari police station,
District Cachar

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA (Patharkandi—Reserved
for Scheduled Castes) asked:

*97. Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Projects
be pleased to state—

(¢) What is the total cost of construction of the
Gaurherkhal Sluice gate under the Ratabari
police station. District Cachar ?

(b) Who gave the plan ?

(¢) Whether the plan was examined and approved
by an expert ?

(d) Whether the plan was examined after studying
the hydrological data for the last few yearstf’

() If so, why the gate was damaged and com-
pletely washed away by a small flopd within
a few days of its completion ?

Shri A. THANGLURA  (Chief Parliamentay
Secretary) replied— y

97. (a)—The total cost of construction of th .
khal Sluice gate under the Ratabari police statioi G%?rh(?l'
Cachar was Rs.4,000. » District

_ (b)—Plan was prepared by the A
ment 1n consultation with Embankmen
Department.

griculture Depart-
t and Drainage
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(¢)—Yes, it was examined and approved by the
Executive Engineer, Embankment and Drainage and later
sanctioned by the Agriculture Department.

(d)—Yes. Hydrological data so far available was
taken into considcration.

(¢)—The gate was damaged by some miscreant
which facilitated its being washed away by heavy floods.
The matter was reported to the police, the police duly
investigated the case and have submitted charge-sheets against
the culprits to the court.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA |Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes)] : s it a fact that the rings of sluice
gate were founded on sand ?

Shri A. THANGLURA (Chief Parliamentary Secre-

tary) : Nol nccessarity.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOILOI (Titabar) : 1s it not

constructed without proper survey by suitable experts :

Shri A. THANGLURA : I{ was done with expert advice.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : 'Lhen why

it was damaged ?

Shri A. THANGLURA: It was an act of nature which
was bevond our control.

Khadi and Endi Centre at Rampur

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked :
#98. Will the Minister-in-charge of Sericulture an
Weaving be pleased to state—
(@) Whether there is any Khadi and Endi Centre

at Rampur ?
(b)  Who was the organiser of this Centre in 1956-57 ?
(¢€)  Was any case of defalcation detected during the
period ?
(d) 1Ifso, what was the amount ?
(¢)  What action has been taken against the offender ?

Shri fMéHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister-in-
-harge © ottage Ind i eplied :
C gg& (a)—ch.'g_ ndustries) replied
(b)—>Shri Tarun Chandra Goswami,
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(¢)—Yes. It was a case of misappropriation.

(d)—Rs.11,484-10-6 is involved.

(e)—A police case was lodged against the offender
and the case is sub-judiced.

(English translation of Minister’s reply in  Assamese)

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister,
Cottage Industries :
(a) za =g |
(b) *fto=d vm climhl |
(c) za, 4%tk B=F TsT@ead aoat |
(

d) >>,8u8llyy AT |

(¢) s fFawm af ‘“Afs (w6 frm czltm =F 2 T
Tletasa f[Aptatd |

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): 4ism sig
(FITAR organiser (A LTCHLA ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : za @t (=g |
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: cgga =i 2

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : afgm w2 st
T3 fatfara |

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI [Golakganj]
TR I (T 31T AN uis ofem’ peRl wtem 2 LI T ETF AT cgi
"BRIRT Aty ¢

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : 43T AT |

Names of the Firms in the Dibrugarh area getting
allotment of wheat

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) agkeq -

%99, Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply Department
be pleased to state—

(a) Whether an application fora quota of wheat was
submitted to the Secretary, Supply Depart-
ment, through the Deputy Commissioner
Lakhimpur, by Shri Ramavatar Singh of Man-
cutta Road, Dibrugarh ?

Speech not corrected.
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(b) If so, what is the date of submitting that appli-
cation ?

(c) What is the fate of the application now ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that applications of some firm

' submitted later than the one submitted by
Shri Ramavatar Singh were promptly forwarded
to the Secretary of Supply Department, while
the application of Shri Ramavatar Singh was
kept pending ?

(e) If so, why ?

(/) What are the names of the firms that were given

quotas of wheat and on what basis allotments
were made ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied :

- 99. (a) & (b)-—One such application was submitted by
Shri Ramavatar Singh on the 25th October 1957 to the Deputy
Commissioner, Lakhimpur to be forwarded to Government.

(¢)—The application has been withheld in the office of
the Deputy Commissioner.

(d)—Yes.

(¢)—The Deputy Commissioner did not consider 1t
necessary to forward the application of Shri Ramavatar Singh

to Government as he is alleged to be not in this linc of business
previously, '

. (/)—The names of the firms in the Dibrugarh arca
getting allotment of wheat are the following—

M/S Mahabir Rice and Flour Mills.

M/S Panitola Rice Mills.

M/S Bharat Rice and Flour Mills.

M/S Shree Shankar Flour Mills.

M/S Nemichand Mahabirprasad Flour Mills.
M/S Dibrumukh Rice and Flour Mills.

M/S Jallannagar Flour Mills.

M/S Fogla Flour Mills.

M/S New Rice Mills.

Allotments aye made to such mills having past

dealings. in this particular business, based also on the recom-
mendations made by the local ofﬁce}s.

G g GBS

6.
8.
9.
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Rajabarie and OQugurijan Tea Estates in Sibsagar Sub-
division

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

*¥100. Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to

state—

(a) What was the crop per acre at Rajabarie and
Ougurijan Tea Estates in Sibsagar Subdivision
during last year ?

(b) What is the average crop per acre in the neigh-
bouring gardens ?

(¢) Whether Government is awarec of the present fate
of the labourers of these two gardens ?

(d) What steps Government have taken to provide
those labourers means of livelihood ?

(¢) Whether any higher officer from Shillong visited
those gardens in 1957 ?

() If so, who are those officers, the dates of their
visit and what are their recommendations ?

M. MOQOINUL HAQUE CHQUDHURY (Minister-

in-charge of Agriculture for Minister Labour):

100.(a)--—Last year’s figures are not available but in 1956
the crop per acre of Rajabarie Tea Estate was 43 maunds.
In 1955 which was the last working season of the gardens, crop
per acre of Ougurijan was 2°7 maunds.

(b)—Thirteen maunds approximately.
(¢)--Yes.

(d)—The question of rehabilitation of uneconomic ot
mismanaged tea estates is receiving the attention of the
Government. In view of the magnitude of the problem no
easy solution is possible. Every endeavour, therefore, is made
to keep the gardens going as long as possible.

Regarding Rajabaric Tea Estates m
were made to settle the dispute amicably,
continued to run intermittently till Janu
Officer, Jorhat is trying to get the lal
Employment Exchanges so that th
gardens deficit in labour.

any attempts
In fact the garden
ary 1958. Labour
abourers registered in the
€y may be absorbed
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Regarding Ougurijan Tea Estate, litigation s
pending The Receiver of the gardens has gone in appeal to
the High Court and, without the’ management, no mediation is
possible,

()—No officer from Shillong visited these gardens.
Labour Commissioner who visited Jorhat in May 1957, also
met the proprietor of Rajabarie tea estate and was able to
persuade him to reopen the garden,

(/)—On 19th May 1957. No written recommendation
was received,

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : =aefdr T
BuRTIA BT afin) wam oAt dm o tz g =T 5 FtawdIw 2
A AT AdTs Tifem cdics) atfisy wos ST AeTelT 9% CTLBLT ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHQUDHURY (Minister

in-charge, Agriculture) : Soars (7 erp cFfouta “41 7& 2y |

Mr. SPEAKER : CSCATA 21+ (=5 (Ffoatd 91 % Ty
T AET AFTeT 9w e o ' |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : @iz 799
oI % (i A |

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) * 08
What is the total number of labourers "affected in these two
gardens ? o

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHyRY: I have not
got the figures just now, but I have said that the Labour
Officer, Jorhat, is trying to get the laboﬁ;crs registered in e
Employment Bxchanges so that they mas be absorbed 1n
gardens deficit in labour. v

Mr. SPEAKER - The  question js what is the total
number of lahoyrers imvolved in these ILWO !-’,'“rdmm? T_h('-
question concerns with man power, so it is necessary ta give
the total numpey of labourers vho’ have }' emi thrown out of
employment ip these two gardens. il

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I have no

figure with me just now, Sir.

Shri ?U:]E}GESWAR SATK] Y T ——— T -
GELINRARES L LI S AR Pt
F4| BAPICH Tt ¢ M%7 ety =il 7
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in
charge, Agriculture) : =iz @@ w4 bawlta Toiea |

Mr. SPEAKER : =77 calsa w2tz ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: gz, sfqz«

Ty iy |

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Pending
rehabilitation of these labourers, what steps have been taken
by Government to provide food to these labourers ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The State
Government have already informed the Central Government
about the situation. The State Government have moved the
Central Government in this matter. 1 can assurc if any demand
for help comes the Government will consider it sympathetically,.

Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra) : sgamais

afasi s o1 Test Relief ar gadt faeft avg & agraar & foa g S
FLET AT T 7

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : 7z indivi-
dual case & merit 93 A9z Far g

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : SEEINIE

gifig O SR 949 TFie Uit Sig ald 993 4ts s> aitd ofF AT
=

b1 (7 B NG - 0 B ko U i (o (o IS ) C e ke T MG e B o T

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: wrg =4 =< |

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : g%

3ifslm
74T BANCA GAFICA fFa (b2 Ffaac7 2

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 3 Aifeig) 7 4
pAELA BAFIEA Thes f[AE  wIel AiE | I8 AN 9% ety oHE
spae FfqFa afcs F1E BAFIAE T {96 txew |

Shri SARBESWAR .BORDOLOI (Titabar) s gt =t
1 Afaptam wfdma @ judge court g fameg  foele oo -
ATRE @ frale T BIFICT TG »
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chicf Minister) :
T2 T GAca T (w3 AFT FANEI 205 AT AHT afadsia atfaw IS
CIt® oratw a7q1 o o7 Aus aifie 40 @ats Afsifie @
1 wferatst wate wrw @4l wFEebalET afcslar e w6 | ATEE
14 Afigta ot =l afsstas orF atfists sa=taca w5l 9o | @8
TN Utes 3 ot atfie 747 78 s A9t Afaifas o e
W THqq agaq qwd? F2 2oy A6 WA 4 49 (15 cs 9F i
IR g7 vo T Tmea fiwa TGS A w0 | AferF cohraiwa fed

s atfs g wiew | Fufslm  atfists  obas @b stone quarry
WitE Gl o8 sty @5 cztais 1577 970 ots F iy wfE | fae atfhiw

T4 3% cztatg At TTqE AFEE (4 ATUE Tz (BT TR W B |

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : =51 =czt7d
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge, Agriculture): Acrecage under teais as follows:—

(1) Rajabarie Tea Estate ... 450 acres.
(2)  Ougurijan Tea Estate ... 250 acres.

Regarding total grant I have not got the figure at the
moment,.
Number of Primary School teachers appointed by the
Karimganj "School Beoard (Basic Boarxrd)

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA (Patharkandi—Reserved
for Scheduled Castes) asked:
*101. Will the Education Minister be pleased to state—
(@) What is the total number of the Primary School
teachers, temporary and permanent, appointed
by the Karimganj School Board (Basic Board)
from the year 1952, year by year ?
(b) What is the number of Scheduled Caste teacherss
50 appointed ?
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(¢) Whether the number covers the reserved percentage
for the Scheduled Caste also ?
(d) 1f not, why not ?
(¢) Whether Government propose to take necessary
steps to see that at least the reserved percentage
is reached ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture for Minister, Education) replied :

101.(a) & (b)—

Total No. of teachers Total No, of
Year appointed Scheduled Caste
teachers
1952-53 ... 60 6
1953-54 ... 34 3
1954-55 .. 37 1
1955'56 .- e e 7 1
1956"57 saw R LR 23 6

All these appointments were temporary at the first instance.
(¢)-=There is no such reservation.
(d) & (e)-—Do not arise.

Shri ABDUL HAMID CHOUDHURY (Karimganj-
South) :  What is the number of Muslim teachers ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I want notice
of that question, Sir.

Mesaki Samabay Gaolia Bank in Dibrugarh Subdivision

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked :

#102. Will the Minister-in-charge of Co-operative be
pleased to state— . y
(¢) Whether it is a fact that there is a Rural Credit
Society or Gaolia Bank in the south bank of
Sadiya Transferred area known as Mesaki
Samabay Gaolia Bank in Dibrugarh Subdivi-
sion ?
(b) Whether it is a fact that the Assistant Co-operative
Officer, Tinsukia, took Rs.125 from this Gaolia
Bank on 28th July 1957 by giving a ““Katcha”’
receipt saying that he would deposit this
amount with the . Central Bank; Dibrugarh?
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(c) ‘Whether it is a fact that this Mesaki Gaolia Bank
doposited a certain sum of Rs.125 or so.in the
Central Bank, Dibrugarh in 1956 ?

(d) Whether the amount of Rs.125 drawn by the
Assistant  Co-operative Officer, Tinsukia, on
28th  July 1957 has yet been deposited ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the same Assistant Co-
operative Officer took about Rs.100 from this
Gaolia Bank in the middle of 1957 to allot
shares of Assam Co-operative Sugar Mills,
Dergaon ?

v/ ;) Whether it is a fact that the amount has not yet
been received by the Assam Co-operative Sugar
Mills ?

(g) Whether it is a fact that this Gaolia Bank is not
functioning properly for lack of proper guidance
from the Co-operative Department ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge of Co-operative) replied :

102, (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

‘ (c)—The Assistant Co-operative _Officer reccived
from the Society Rs.99 on 29¢h July 1956, Rs.31 on 4th Juro
1957 and Rs.125 on 28th July 1957 from the Bank to be
deposited into the Central Bank.

" (d)—No. The Assistant Clo-operative Officer Who‘
received the money deposited the first two amounts but has
not deposited the amount of Rs.125.

_ (e)—Yes. A sum of Rs.105 was received by the
Assistant Co-operative Officer on 28th July 1957.

(f)—Yes. The matter is being investigated.
eal

( g)—The Society has been started only aboutay 4
ago, and it is yet to be seen how the Society fares an_d tt
department is taking all possible steps to help the Society 10
achieve its goal.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Why this money taken by the Assistant Co-operative Officer
had not yet been deposited to the Assam Co-operative Sugar
Mill, Sir ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge, Co-operative ): It can be presumed that there was
criminal intention ; he had misappropriated the money.

Eviction of Land in Barbali Kisam in Kapasbari Mouza
of Nowgong District

Shri RAHIMUDDIN AHMED (Jamunamukh) asked :

*103. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue Department
be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact thata letter addressed by
Moulana Hifzur Rahman, w™m.p., and Shri
Amjad Ali, M. P, to the Prime Minister of
India regarding the eviction of land in Barbali
Kisam in Kapasbari Mouza of Nowgong Dis-
trict, has been referred to the Secretary to the
Government of Assam, Revenue Department ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the Secretary to the
Government of Assam, Revenue Department
has replied to Moulana Hifzur Rahman, M. p.
stating the prevailing condition of the settle-
ment matters in that area ?

(¢) Whether Government has taken any step to
regularise the settlement anomalies as mention-
ed in the abovementioned reply to Moulana
Hifzur Rahman ?

(d) Whether Government are aware of the fact that
for want of final allotments great difficulties
and anomalies have been created amongst the
occupants of the Barbali Kisam ?

(¢) What are the reasons of undue delay in giving
proper allotments to the premjum pajq persons
of the Barbali Kisam ?

( f) Whether Government will be pleased to take imme-
diate actions to give allotments and possession
to the people from whom premium and revenue
were realised ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied:
103. (a)—Yes.

(b)—It is a fact.

(¢)—Steps have been taken to regularise the matter as
far as possible.

(d) & (e)—The persons in question instead of occupy-
ing land allotted to them occupied land allotted to Scheduled
Castes and Tribal people. The land originally allotted to these
persons has, in the meantime, been encroached upon by others
and these encroachers have to be evicted before the lands can
be delivered to these persons. Government are aware of the
difficulties and anomalies arising therefrom.

(/' )—Necessary directions have already been given to
the Deputy Commissioner to this effect.

~ Shri RAHIMUDDIN AHMED (_Jamunamllkh) : Bi4,
T AETA AR A TS 7 IER we Gy wia st cRiT FAUR T

AFE T ST T[T BEFA AT | 9P Fayey oz wie  (FERET F4
ECl _

Mr. SPEAKER ) _QT’;’iﬁT (‘:]1’{[—“7:‘ f‘:q‘;ﬂq; GrF AT T{’Eﬁ 9Pl nﬂfﬁﬂ’f
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Shri RAHIMUDDIN ~AHMED: «f1 <sfic 5]
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Shri HARESWAR DAS: a5 General Question
............................... fa ze®, wSwa aiff w3q atqcz I Ffard
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S| WA ve GawiSty st W@ AFch sgAalT AR @l | g
@t NFAT fofis) sjaw ouT s AE fm ey | a2 Ale A A
i A weics i Feuaa wga qge o g Aaes ol @12
AT Gl Tl waw 9 q@dw @oasiiEa T 308 |

Shri RAHIMUDDIN AHMED: qre 4999 ﬁ@?{_‘ﬁ
dfi cffe wEs @ G Reldm ey TEl AT ebIe O
sfewtan staed wtam =7 Jfca i@ atcawa fFoeaw wfacg | c1g f{ER
Ffincstvca ofesiaa 39 SfRvegca ?
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Skri HARESWAR DAS, (Minister, Revenue) : el
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Shri MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Rupohihat) : How long
will it take to settle the land with them, Sir ?

Shl’i HARESWAR DAS E ki may take a 1011g time “Vhe]]_
the people are not co-operatioting.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibxrugarh) : When
was the allotment first made, when did the allotees occupying
the land, and when did these irregularities occur ?
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*Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Al-
iotment was not made at cne time. Ior 14 persons, 1t was
made in 1944. The next batch got the land in 1951. In 1953
these troubles came up. In 1953 some arrangements were
made. Then these pe sple—tnese  Muslims—went up  to
the High Court. There was delay in the High Court. Uli-
mately their case was rejected. Then they came 10 us. When
the case was pending before the High Court we could not do
anything. Then they came to us and we tried to give them
land as far as it was available. They have already been given
about 421 bighas of land. As my Friend says that, this is false,
I shall inake an enquiry.

Dairy Farm at Amlakhi Air Field in Lahing Mouza in
Jorhat Subdivision

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA (Teok) asked:

*#104. Will the Minister-in-charge of Livestock be pleased to
state-—
(a) From when the Dairy Farm already sanctioned by
Government will be started at Amlakhi Air
Field in Lahing Mouza in Jorhat Subdivision ?
(6) Why it has not been started up till now ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Minisier-in-
charge of Agriculiure, (Veterinary) and Livestock]
replied :

104. (a)—No Dairy Farm at Amlakhij Air Field in Lahing
Mouza at Jorhat Subdivision has been sanctioned by Govern-
ment,

(b)—Does not arise,

Nationalisation of the road from Komargaon to Jorhat
via Golaghat and Mariani

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA (Teok) asked :

#105. Will the.Ghief Minister be pleased to state—
(a) In which year decision has been taken to nation-
alise the road from Komargaon to Jorhat uwia
Golaghat and Mariani ?

(b) Why the said decision has not yet given effect to ?
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)
replied :

105. (a)—It was proposed to nationalise this route from 1st
January 1957.

Decision to nationalise the route was taken on 7th
September 1956.

(b)-—In view of the representation received from the
permit holders the implementation of the proposal was post-
poned temporarily.

Direction to Contractors to work in some Roads where
there were sitting Congress M. L. As withi an amount
exceeding the estimated amount

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) asked :

#106. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (Roads and Building) be pleased to state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that prior to the period of
Second General Election in 1956, in some areas
where there were sitting Ciongress M. L. As (like
that of Nalbari in the District of Kamrup) some
contractors were directed to work so much that
not only in many cases it exceeded the allotted
amount, but in some cases it exceeded the esti-
mated amount on some roads ?

(b) If so, why it was so ?
(¢) Whether it is not clear violation of Budget rules

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P, W, D.)
replied : _
106. (a)—No. No such direction was issued.

Road schemes included in the Second Fjve-Year
Plan programme were approved I?X the State Government on
the recommendation of the Subdivisional Deve]opmcnt Board
and Assam Road Communication Board and op receipt of the
final approval of the Planning Commission, administrative
approval was accorded and instructions

: : NS were issued to the Exeé-
cutive Engineers to frame detailed estimates an d taleibor,

Allotments were also made on the bagis of allocations received
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from the Planning Commission and expenditure for the year was
regulated accordingly. As is usual for these continuing works,
the work was continued during the whole of the working season
upto June 1958, in anticipation of provisions bcing made in
P. W. D. Budget for the next year which is usually made in con-
sideration of the working capacity of the Department.

Owing to curtailment of funds by the Planning
Commission, work this year has been restricted to allotments
received and no excess over allotment is likely to occur.

In one or two cases excess over cstimate appears
to have occurred. This is under investigation and arrangement
to regularise them is being made,

(h)—Please refer to reply to (a) above.

(¢)—Does not arise.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West) : Sir, may

I know in which district that case arose ?

Shxi DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works

Department) : In Kamrup District, of course.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA : In which area ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH 1 will give the name.

It is in North Kamrup. It is Behampur-Belsor Road.
Co-operative Trading Society at Patharkandi

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA asked :

*107. Will the Minister-in-charge of Co-operative be
plcased to state—

(@) Whether a2 Co-operative Trading Society was
started at Patharkandi with Government initia-
tive in the year 1949 ?

()  What amount was contributed by the Public in
form of share capital ?

(¢) As the Society is not functioning from the last
few years, whether the share holders have got
back their respective share money ?
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(d) 1If the answer to (¢) be in the negative, will
Government take neccessary steps to repay the
share money which is long due ?

(¢)  How many such Co-operatives were started in
Karimganj Subdivision at that time and
whether the share money of all the defunct
Societies were refunded to the respective share

holders ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-

charge of Co-operative) replied :

107. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Rs.5,091.
(¢)—No.

(d)—Yes. The Society has since been sent into liqui-
dation. Steps are taken by the liquidator to refund the share
money according to the availability of funds as provided under
Rule 99 of the Co-operative Societies Aect.

(e)—Twenty-two such Co-operative Societies were

started during 1949. Since the Societies have stopped function-

ing, the Departmentis taking steps to send them into liquidation

and the liguidator will arrange refund of the share monies as

provided in Rule99. Liquidation proceedings in case of three
such Societies are already going on.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : Sir-
may I know when the liquidation will be completed ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir il ag
early as possible; ecflorts will be made to complete it.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved
for Scheduled Castes) : >38» TE=YT  GisH  start ne
rats | Wie A9ge (F share 9F FiF T76W 27 W% P 9% share
47 BT oremts wEE AedceR FACAT 12
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Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) ¢ Sir,
the HO“"?IC Minister referred to work done by the Co-opera-
tive ‘Trading Society. Was the work confined only to putting
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Brahmaputra Bund in Saikhowa Constituency

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked : '

#108. Will the Minister-in-charge of Embankment and
Drainage be pleased to state— :

(a) Whether it is a fact that in construction of the
Brahmaputra Bund in Saikhowa constituency,
Government had to pay compensation to a
number of land owners and owners of other
immovable property ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that persons of villages such
as Bichonimukh, Bokapathar, Bormura, Hah-
khati and some others have not yet been paid
compensation ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that a Pucca house belonging
to one Shri Hem Chandra Sonowal was
damaged in constructing the Bund but no
compensation has yet been paid to him ?

(d)  Whether it is a fact that compensation to Indian
Tea Planters such as proprietors of Dhola
Tea Estate, and Hahkhati Tea Estate and to the
people of Saikhowa Bazar have already been
paid ?

(¢) “Whether Government propose to pay the com-
pensation due to all at an early date ?

M. MCINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge of Flood Control, etc.) replied: ‘
108. (a)—Yes. _

(b))—Yes, the compensation to the villagers of
(1) Bukabil, (2) Bhabangkhal, (3) B_!chantmu.kh, (4) Barmura
Miripathar, and (5) Bokapathar, will be paid as soon as the
land acquisition cases are finalised.

(¢)—Yes, the compensation for the house, as admis-
sible under the Assam Acquisition of Land for Flogd Control
and Prevention of ILrosion Act, 1955 has been assessed and i
will be paid, when the land acquisition cases will be finalised.

(d)—Yes, compensation to Dhola Tea Estate and to
the pecople of Hahkhati Nepali, Dirokmukh and Barmura
village have been paid on finalisation of the land acquisition
cases started in this connection, but the Compensation of
Hahkhati Tea Estate has not yet been paid, as the matter is
under appeal. )

(¢)—Yecs, the compensation will be paid soon after
the land acquisition cases are finalised.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :

Sir, may I know why preference was given in paying compen-
sation to Dholla Tea Estate and other wealthy people and the
matters of poor villagers were delayed ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge, Flood Control) : There was no preference. The cases
were started simultancously. But they depend on various
factors. Sometimes the court may be absent. So in some cases
proceedings were completed.  Therefore, under the circums-
tances in many cases money was paid. Thercefore there was no
delay.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Whether is
it a fact that due to the undeveloped nature of those
people, they could not get the payment of compensation carly
as that of wealthy persons ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : No such

complaints reached Government belore to-day.

Shri RAM NATH DAS |Dergaon (Rescerved for Sche-
duled Castes)]: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to
enquire from the local people whether in the case of tea estates
cases were started ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I will do so.

co‘operative and Agricultural Officers for Colombo Plan
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashari) asked :

C *109.  Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture and
O-0perative Departments be pleased to state—

(@)  When the State Government received a request
from the Government of India requisitioning
services of certain class of Co-opcrative and
Agricultural Officers for employment under
the Government of Nepal under the Colombo
Plan ?
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(b)) Whether Government is aware that though in the
letter in which above mentioned request was
made the State Government was directed to
submit proposals by 25th June, 1957 ?

(¢) If so, why applications from the employees of
the State Government were invited only in
July, 1957 and that also by wire ?

(d) Whois responsible for this delay an_d what steps
Government propose to take against the Offi-
cer or the Office Assistant at fault to stop recur-
rence in future ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge, Agriculture) replied:

109. (a)—Government of India did not requisition the
services of any class of Co-operative Officers, but a letter
requesting the State Government to suggest names of officers
for deputing to Government of Nepal, was issued by the
Government of India on 12th June, 1957 which reached
Secretary, Co-operative on 18th June, 1957.

As for requisitioning services of Agricultural Officers
under the Colombo Plan, no request from Government of
India was received.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Since the Secretary, Co-operative Department
had to collect the names of the probable officers ~through
the Registrar of Co-operative Societies who had to collect
requisite materials about the probable officers who could
be recommended for the purpose and 21_130 as he had to ascer-
tain from the District Assistant Registrars if such officers
could be spared and would be available (in view of the
various urgent schemes that were in hand) it took some time
to select the officers and the State Government was able to
prepare a list of_ PTObable officers on 4th July, 1957 on
which date the oflicers concerned were asked by wire if they
were agrecable to accept such an offer,

(d)—1n view of above, perhaps it would be appreciat-
ed that the time that was taken was reasonable in sending the

recommendations.



1716 QUESTIONS [27TH MaAR.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): Sir, may [
know the names of officers who were recommended ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
chare, Agriculture): 'I'hc names arc :(—

1. Shri B. Gogoi.
9. Shri D. Sarimaa.
Those were the officers whose names were recommended.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : What is the principle of

this recommendations ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : According

to suitability and also with the consent of those officers.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the Table )

C. I. Sheets supplied in Saikhowa and Sadiya Aveas for
Public institutions after the 1950 Earthquake

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked:

St 346, Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to

[ S—

(a) How many bundles of C. I. Sheets were supplied
in Saikhowa and Sadiya Arcas for public
institutions after the 1950 Earthquake ?

(0) What are the names of public institutions that
received the G. I. Sheets and what quantity
did each institution reccive ?

(¢) Whether these institutions still functioning ?

(d) 1¢ not, what happened to the materials supplied by
the Government ? '
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Supply) replied :

346. (a)—202 bundles.
(b)—A statement is placed on the Library Table.
[Statement laid on the Libirary Table in reply to Unst:irred
Question No, 346(/) ]

List of the institutions that recetved Corrugated Iron Sheets (in Bundles)

Sl. Name of School C.I. sheets Sl Name of Schoot  C.I, Sheet
No. issued No. issued
I. Deopani... s 3 23. Kumchand 3
2, Nazira ... 3 24. Bazalmiri.. ]
3. Pahukhowa 9 25. Saikhowa (Boys) 1
4. Rampur .. 3 26. Saikhowa (Girls) 3
5. Bhatigaon (Girls) ... 3 27. Dighalmesaki 6
6. Haripur .. ' 6 28. Aroimuria 3 12
7. Nagoan .. 6  29. Kaliabalunala 3
8. Jniagaon ... 3 30. Nabormuria 6
9. Sadiya (Boys) 10 31. Hakhati 3
“10. Desoigaon 3 32, Bisanimukh 10
11. Sadiva (Girls) G 33. Lafungkala 2
12. Sadiya (Bengali) 7 3¢, Old Barmuria 3
13. Barmuria (Girls) 4 35. Sonowalgaon 3
14, Sengsap School 3 36. Patia s 6
15. Sadiya Muktab 6 37. Bosagaon ... 6
16- Nagon M.L. 5 38. Lokhimpuria 3
17. 13th Mile Sadiya ... 3 39. Dalpani 3
18. Sunpura Frs 3 40, Bargaon wee ) 3
19. Karmi ... 3 41. Chapakhowa 3
20, Taya 3 42, Bhobongkhal 3
21. Repot ... 3 43, Sismi s 3
22, Paglam ... 3 44 Sadiya Girls H.E. 10
School.
Total ... 197 | *5—202.

*Distribution vnaccounted for,

(¢)—All of them are not functioning. These were
eroded and also collapsed due to flood. 5

(d)—C. I. Sheets already allotted were utilised for
the erection of new buildings in place of old ones damaged by
flood and erosion,
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge whether
the materials were saved, from eroded institutions ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Miqister—in-
charge, Supply) : In almost all cases materials were
saved-and utilised in new institutions.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : What happens
to the materials of those buildings which were collapsed due to
flood ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Almost all of

those were used in the new buildings.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : =Sl
BT fatstF Teaw mddrs fom Sfos afa w|t wcEterd (T SAT ¢

Mr. SPEAKER : osci wdt wgziecn st crafed | 43t
AFE wGfeTs wmatdt za |

~Unstarred questions are general meant for detailed and
statistical information and in giving replies to them if any -
long list or lists of information or statistics arc necessary
and when it is not possible to get them printed along with
the printed answers then the praclice, not only in this House
but also in the Parliament, is to place them on the ILibrary

Table, which means the table next to the Specaker’s table, on
his left.

Dhubri-Gauripur Public Works Department Road

aqkef.h“i BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj)

347. Will the Minicer.: | , ¢
ment be pleased teo ﬁ;?z‘ffr*m-charge of Public Works Depart

(a) Whethe:r the Government is aware that the work
of Widening of Dhubri-Gauripur Public Works
“Partment Road has not yet been completed

- though it was started long ago ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that for want of road roller
the work could not be completed ?
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(c) How many road rollers are there in the Dhubri
Subdivision and in other Subdivisions of the

other districts of Assam ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH, [Minister, Public Works
Department (Roads and Buildings Wing)] replied :

347. (@)—The Section I (first 2 miles from Dhubri) has
been completed in all respects, as per provisions in the
sanctioned estimate during September, 1957. As regards the
Scction II (the remaining” 4 miles ), all works have been
completed except for surfacing the widened portion.

(b)—Yes, but actions have already been taken to detail
some additional roller to the Executive Engineer for this
purpose.

(c)---Road rollers are distributed Divisionwise in
consideration of the volumes of work and not Subdivisionwise.

A Divisionwise d.istribution list of the road rollers has been
placed on the Library Table.

*[Statement laid on the Library Table in reply to Unstar-
red Question No.347 (c)]

List of Road Rollers in Public Works Department Division as on 1st
March 1958.
Note:—Rollers are allotted Division-wise and utilised in
Subdivisions as and when necessary.

Serial No of Sub- No of

No. Name of Division divisions  Rollers allo- Remarks

ted ];)ivision

1. Dibrugarh - 5 4

2. North Lakhimpur 3 5

3. Shisagar 4 6

4. Jorhat 4 &

5. Golaghat 3 7 Out of these 3 Rollers
arc very old and often
go out of order,

6. Mikir and North 5 1!

Cachar Hills.
7. Charali 2 6

8. Bhareli Bridge 1 Nil,
Construction,
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9, Tezpur 2 3 One Roller is very cold
and not rcliahble.
10, Mangaldai 2 2
11. Nowgong East 4 6
12. Nowgong West 3 2
13. Aijal 4  Nil
14. Cachar 4 3
15. Karimganj 3 6 One Roller is very old

and not reliable.

16. J. B. Road Construc- 3 3

' tion.
17. M. B. Road 2 1
18. Khasi and Jaintia 5 5

Hills.
19. Gauhati 8 4
20. Engineering College 2 Nil.

Construction.
21. Mechanical 2 Nil.
22. North Kamrup 5 3 One Roller is very old

and not reliable.

23. Barpeta ) 2
24. Goalpara 2 4 One Roller is very old

and not reliable.
25 Kokrajha‘r

2 2
26 P 3 2 One roller is under re-
pair waiting for spar¢
27. Tura 4 { parts.

————— e ———

81 Rollers of which 7 Ro-
lers are not reliable

"Total
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#*Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) :
Regarding (a), Sir, may I know when the work is expected' te
be completed ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) : I cannot give the answer off ham;l when the
work will be completed. Any way, I will collect the information
and pass it on to the hen. Member. B

*Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) : Sir, with regard to (s),
in the Division of Barpeta Subdivision there are 2 road rollers,
Is it a fact that very often these 2 road roilers go out of ordey
and thus the road work is hampered ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH :The list does not

disclose that those 2 rollers are ancient.

In the list of road rollers there is a remarks column whereip-
some road rollers are shown which go out of order and in this
list I do not find any remark against those two rollers of the
Barpeta Subdivision, I will read out from this list about the
old rollers that go out of order.

At Golaghat, out of the 7 rollers 3 are very old and often
go out of order. ‘

At Tezpur, out of the 3 rollers one is very old and no¢
reliable.

At Karimganj, out of 6 rollers one is very old and not
reliable. :

At North Kamrup, out of 3 rollers one is very o]q i d\
not reliable.

At Goalpara, out of 4 rollers one is very old and not eliable

At Dhubri, out of 2 rollers, one is under repair Waitin
for spare parts. i e

So, there is no comment about Barpeta. R

*Dr, SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) : Sir, will } L
ment make an enquiry ? ¥ Gt__:‘b-\re;n__‘i

———

# Speech not corrected,
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*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) : Yes, Sir.

*Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golokganj):

Is it hot a fact that there are road rollers which remain idle?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : No road rollers remain
idle except those which have gone out of order. As a matter

of fact we are trying to procure cven scecond-hand rollers from
Calcutta,

Steamer Service Plying between Neamati and Kamala-
bari in the Jorhat Subdivision

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI asked (Titabar) :

348. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (R. and B.) be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government are aware that the services
of the steamer now plying between Neamati
and Kamalabari in the Jorhat Subdivision is not
at all satisfactory and that the public are facing
lots of trouble during the last several years ?

(6) Whether Government arec aware that the steamer
service ply only once to and from Neamati ?

(c) If so, whether Government will take steps to 1n-
crease the number of trips from 1 to 3 from
either sides ?

(d) What steps are being taken by Government to
improve this ferry service ?

(¢) What are the terms and conditions of the present
lessee ?

) Whether Government are aware that the present
Steamer is also satisfactorily run ?

e DEBESW ini Public Works
Department) repliétll? SARMAH (Minister, Public r

labats = - Ol€amer Service between Neamati an,(;l
Ll RS O Plying satisfactorily since the vessel *“‘Egret
was put 1Into commission ip April, 1957,

—T

LT e 9
* Speech not corrected,
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(b)—Yes. The Steamer Service plies once only to
and from Neamati. But for the convenience of the travelling
public a single boat fitted with engine is plying daily in addition
to the Steamer since 7th February 1958, starting in the morn-
ing from Kamalabari to Kokilamukh/Neamati and in the
afternoon from Kokilamukh/Neamati to Kamalabari.

(¢)—This will be examined and in case further increase
in number of trips is necessitate.d by the volt}me of traffic, the
question will be given due consideration subject to availability
of steamer and boats.

(d)—A provision of Rs. 30 lakhs for purchase of
Steamers for Gauhati and North Gauhati ferry and also
Kamalabari-Neamati has been made under the Second Five
Year Plan. But owing to non-availability of steamers in the
Country and difliculties of Foreign Exchange no headway could
be made so far.

In the meantime the question of provision of marboats
and single boats fitted with engines as an interim measure is
under active consideration.

(e)—A copy of the lease containing all terms and

conditions is pl aced on the Library table. (Please see T.ib
Reg. No.S6.) £

(f)—The present steamer is running satisfactorily noy.

*Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : e
sizgler<s Tgv frm A3 aiw caals Ff oo 2w T tnte o i
a4 w6CA | 4% fA9CA BAFIE AT ¢

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Publ;
Works Department)] : 43ifa gad@s AN =97 ditsies Tizte =
o= BT | fs A AR oS @fe AT TR 4 e Al
qifi=etm =7 | AL

Mr. SPEAKER : In the printed reply the pp, -
said “The Steamer Service between Neamati ang Kal'l]
bari is now plying satisfactorily............ since  Apri]
That includes the last winter season also. The Suppl
reply should not contradict the written reply, [
where the answer is ‘““The present steamer is runpjp,
torily now’> But what the Minister said in reply et
plementary question is contrary to this written .reply 16 sup-
in {uture Government should be careful go that -I‘e _thlnk
supplementary questicns do not contradict the Writtenphes to’

—

*Speech not corrected T —
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*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public

Works Department) : These are on the whole supplemen-
tary answers.

*Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, supplementary answers must
not contradict the written replies.

*Shri MOHiDHAR PEGOO [Jorhat (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]| : seftgas @ wta Tlew TTEE I
TR" 1 ¥z wtstmgiw ata Ats s fEtaw Gt 2

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) P TEaAl wiziwds efmcEF GpcA | A4 A1z Bl i
AT W MgE T wa dicw | orF wacd G Al batce fe
=T | ‘

Nazira Circle Chah Sramik Sangha
Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOT asked :

349. Will the Minister-in-charge of P. W. D. (R. and B) be
pleased to state—

(@) Whether a Land Rover belonging to the Nazira
Circle Chah Sramik Sangha was refused to be
ferried from Kamalabari to Neamati on 23rd
December 1957 ?

(b) Whether the Executive Engineer, Jorhat, received
any complaint to this eflfect ?
(¢) If so, what steps have been taken ?

(d) Whether there is any rule of paying any rent to the
contracted lessee when any passenger or a

vehicle is crossed by a P. W. D. or a private
boat ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P. W. D.)
replied :

349, (‘,3 to (c)—A complaint has been received by the
Executive hnglneerajorllat and the matter is under enquiry by
him. He has been fnsiyciag to expedite the matter.

(d)—Yes, as per clause 4 of the lease and Sections 13

and 14 of the Northern India Ferries Act, 1878.
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*Shvi SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : ©®iz «fi<
aeqa Land Rover #71 «fq awats e = Step @ ¢zt ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public
Works Department) : @2 fueg oemia FfEaca frm =g i
Report ¢A@ta f4perz stepy T S0 27 |

#*Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : fagim 4ic sgdim
Afaz=stats i fenw Scheme recommend FA ¢zt (12 f@at%F3 copy
Member sFaca =faata Ffacd fwm z9CT?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, FPublic
Works Department) : =7, f7am =3 |

#Shri LALIT KUMAR DALEY (Moran, Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) : Sir, I find many important Unstarred
uestions in today’s list and I want to know what will be
the fate of those Questions so far as supplementary questions are
concerned.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. Member may vefer to the
relevant rules and procedure. So far as Unstarred Questions
are concerned ordinarily Members are not eligible for supple-
mentaries. When there are mot enough Starred Questions
then some chance to put Supplementary to Unstarred Questions
is given. What ever may be the case, the rule is very simple
that the Question Hour does not exceed one minute beyond
one hour.

Profit Bonus Payable to the Labourers Who are no
longer on the Roll

Dr. RAM PRASAD CHAUBEY (Lakhipur) asked:
350. Will the Minister-incharge of Labour be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that payment of second half of
1953-5‘1‘ proﬁt bonus (as under Delhi A ree-
ment) payable to the labourers, who areg f
longer on the roll, has been held up pendj :
directions from the Government ? ot

() If so, how long it will take for arriving at a
decision in the matter ?

*Speech not corrected
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour) replicd : '

350. (¢)—Yes. On a reference from the Board of Trustees.
the amount was kept in suspense.

(b)—A decision on the subject will be taken very soon.
Road Communication Board
Shri BISHNU LAL UPADHYAYA (Gohpur) asked:

351. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(2) Why the Road Communication Board was not
called even for once during the current year
for selection of new road project ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that fund for such projects is
not available ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH [Minister, Public Works
Department (Roads and Buildings Wing)] replied:

. 351. (a) & (b)—The meeting of the Assam Road Commu-
nication Board is called for as and when funds are available or
likely to be available and envisaged for taking up road schemes
and it is Decessary to draw up Road Development Programme,
and not in consideration of financial year. As the programmes

for execution during the Second Five Year Plan Period have

already: been drawn up on the basis of the funds anticipated to
be available ¢

I uring this period, there is at the momeut no pornt

1N Or scope for calling for a meeting of the Road Board. This

Siopected to be called for if and when the Third Five Year

Plan Programme have to be drawn up. .

Erection of Negheriting Rungagora Bund in Golaghat
Subdivision

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon) asked :

352. Wil the Minister-

ment (E. &. D in-charge of Public Works Depart-

) be pleased to state—

(4) Whether the Government has sanctioned erection

of the Negheriting Rungagora Bund in Gola-
ghat Subdivision ? o
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(b) The reason for non-execution of the work of the
proposed Bund ?

(¢) Whether the proposed embankment is going to be
abandoned ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge of Flood Control, etc.) replied :

352. (a)—No.
(0)—In view of its relatively lower priority the
scheme could not be included in the Revised Flood Control
Programme of the Second Five Year Plan which is awaiting

approval of the State Flood Control Board.
(¢)—It is unlikely that financial limitations will allow
execution of the Scheme during the Second Five Year Plan

period.
Regarding Death of One Nimar Ali an Employee of Surma
Valley Saw Mill

Shri ABDUL HAMID CHOUDHURY (Karimganj—
South) asked :

353. Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to

state—
() Whether it is a fact that one Nimar Ali was an
ordinary carpenter in the Bhanga Saw Mill

upto 15th Agrahayana 1362 B, S. ?

(b) Whether the said Nimar Ali was put in-charge of
driving the sawing machine on 16th of Agraha-

yana 1362 B. S. ?

(¢) Whether the said Nimar Ali died of accident while
driving that machine on 17th Agrahayana, 1369
B.S.? .

(d) What was the Police report in that cage ?

(¢) Whether Post-morlem is necessary in such cageq
(/) Whether any Post-mortem was done ip that case ?

(g) If so, who performed it and what wag the report ?

(k) Whether the heirs c_)f the deceased were triv e A
benefit of the accident ?
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister
for Labour) replied :

353. (a)—According to the Factory Inspector who made an
enquiry into this accident, Nimar Ali was employed as a car-
penter in the Surma Valley Saw Mill, Bhanga Bazar P.
O. and not Bhanga Saw Mill and he met with the accident

on 2nd December 1955.

(b)—No. From the enquiry it appears that the de-
ceased wanted to planc so.nc pieces of wood in the planning
machine and was probably feeding the machine with two or
three pieces at a time which caused the accident.

(¢)—Nimar Ali was not driving the machine but was
feeding pieces of wood into the planning machine and he died
13 hours after the accident which took place on 2nd December

1955.
(d)—No Police report was necessary under the existing

rules,
(e)—Post-mortem is not necessary in such cases under

the rules.
(f) & (g)—Does not arise in view of (¢) above.
h)—Yes, an amount of Rs.1,800 was assessed by the

Deputy Commissioner as compensation and the money Wwas
disbursed to the legal heirs.

State Central Library Building

. dShri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)
asked :

354, Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased

to state— ;

(@) Whether it is a fact that some rooms of the newly
constructed State Central Library Building
(children and reference rooms) in Shlllong
have been occupied by the Secrctariat Depart.

ment ? .
(6) If so, when Government propose to vacate the said

rooms ?

Shri KAMA THE (NOudek
Education) rep] KHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,

354. (a)—Yes, only two rooms temporarily.

(6)—One room has already been vacated and the. -
other room will be vacated soon.
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Maduri, Dikhowmukh and Patsaku Dispensaries of
Sibsagar Subdivision

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)
asked :

855. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Maduri, Dikhowmukh
and Patsaku Dispensaries of Sibsagar Sub-
division are running without doctors ?

() If so, why ?
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Medical Minister) replied :

355. (a)—Yes.

(b)—TFor acute dearth of qualified doctors.

@

Settlement of land with Scheduled Castes
people

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar) asked :

356. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) How many landless Scheduled Castes families have
obtained land during the last six years ?

(b) How many landless sweepers obtained land
(please show in a tabular form and Subdivision-

wise) ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

356. (a)—No statistics of scttlement of land with Scheduled
Castes people are available.

(b)—The information is not available,
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Lower Primary Schools at Katajor, Jengrengpara,
Borapeta and Sorbhog Town

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDER (Sorbhog) asked:

A 357. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether Lower Primary Schools at (1) Katajor,
(2) Jengrengpara, (3) Borapeta and (4) Sorbhog
‘Town have been taken up by the Barpeta School

Board ?

(6) When these schools were established ?

(¢) If the reply to (a) above be in the negative, whe-
ther these schools will be taken up and when ?

Shri KAM g
Education) I'ep?igll-:IYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,

357. (a)—No,

(6)—(1) Katajor Lower Information

rimary School, bein%i collec-
ted.

) Jengrengpara Lower ... 1954.

Primary School.

(3) Bor.apeta Lower 1953.
rimary School.

(4) Sorbhog Town Information
{‘ower Primary being collec~
School, ted.

¢)—B .
() Orapeta jg going to be taken over soon. Other

cases will b .
School B n gonsldered along with other Venture Schools by the
¢ oar concerned, if found suitable,
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Opening of the old course of Lokhimijan in
Lahing Mauza of Jorhat

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUAH (Teok) asked:

358. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) What steps are being taken to open the old course
of Lokhimijan in Lahing Mauza of Jorhat from
the foot hills near Amtal to Koliapani ?

(b) Whether the work of this project will be taken up
immediately ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge of Flood Control, etc.) replied:

358. (a)—There is no such proposal,

(b)—Does not arise.

Production of Sali Paddy in some Mouzas
under Tihu Circle

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes.)]| asked:

359, Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that in some
Mouzas under Tihu Circle there is no produc-
tion of Sali paddy in the year 1957 for want
of proper irrigation system and failure of mon-
soon and that the area is threatened with
scarcity of foodstuff ?

(b) If so, whether Government propose to take all
the possible measures to render help by
supplying foodstuff and by other means ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to provide the areas
mentioned above for production of crops with

cabal aud iI'I‘igE-lt'ion System according to the
need in the localities ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agri-
culture) replied :

359. (2)—Yes.

(£)—Yes, not by alone supplying fo Od'?'ufq Wlelllct:hbl::
Not within the purview of the Agncullurc DL‘P_c]l_IP“ﬁL e
Y other measures, e. g., by supplying seeds, f(?llf.l‘/.ClS,I a0
term loan and by taking up minor irrigation works to _“il +
Production of food crops. TFair price shops will operate
that area.

(¢)—Yes. Seven irrigation projects arc proposcd"t‘o__ be
taken yp during the current year in addition to 49 existing
Lrigation Projects subject to availability of water resources.

urther irrigation projects will be taken up as and when
HECcssary,

®marcation of the boundaries of V.G. Rs. and P,G, Rs,
Shri BISHNU LAT UPADHYAYA (Gohpur) asked :

360. Will (e Minister-in-chargc of Revenue be pleased
to Sta.te'—-- -
(@) Whether Government think it is necessary to
demarcate the boundaries of V. G. Rs. and
- Rs., with PCrmanent concreie pillars for
their future security and stability ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that for non-demarcation of
boundaries of these V. G. Rs. and P.G. RQS'.the
€ncroachers get an opportunity to enter into
and settle in these reserves ?

(€) If the reply is in the affirmative whether Govern-
ment propose to demarcate them and minimise

i g . e D
the Nnumerable eviction operation cases !

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister) replied:

360, (a)af?(b)“‘EnCroachments in the P. G .Rs. and V.G.Rs

are mostly Mtentiong] and therefore cannot be checked by
erection of Permanen oncrete  boundary pillars  alone.
Government are considel.;nq 0t11e;~ oqsi.ble means where neces-
sary for preventing encroaéhment po:

(.:)—-Government feel the necessity of demarcation,

T e

e s X1
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Lower Primary Teachers of the State
Dr. SHRI HARI DAS (Barpeta) asked:

361. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
state—

(a) Whether Government are aware that the
Lower Primary teachers of the State do not
enjoy either pension Or gratuity after their
retirement ?

(b) If so, whether the Government propose to consi-
der the matter so that the TLower Primary
teachers may also cnjoy either pension or
gratuity after retirement ?

(¢) Whether Government —are taking any step to
increase the age limit for persons in service
up to 60 years instead of 55 years ?

(d) If so, since when it will come into force ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Education) replied :

x 361. (a)—These teachers are not entitled to any pension
or gratuity after retirement but are entitled to the benefit
of Contributory Provident Fund. Teachers not getting the

above benefit for the entire period of service are also entitled
to some gratuity in addition.

(b)—No such proposal at the moment.

(¢)—No.

vy

(d)—Does not arise.
Condition of P.W.D. Roads within Barpeta Road
® Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked:

362. Will the Minister-in-charge of P, W, D, (R. & B.) be
pleased to state—
(¢) Whether Government are aware that the P. W. D.
roads within Barpeta Road are full of mud and
o that they are very unhygienic ?

[~ - (b) 1f so, whether they will be improved before the
< next rainy season ?

. s
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P.W.D.) replied :

362. (2)—The Roads are bl

ack-topped once. Only the
side berms get muddy durin

g rains due to heavy cart traffic.

(b)—Actions are being

taken to improve the side berms
before the next rains.

Kamakhya Temple Road

Shri MOHIDHAR PEGOO

[Jorhat (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)] asked : :

363. Will the Ministcr-in-chargc of (P. W. D.) be pleased
to state—

(a) What is the tota] amount spent in for the Kama-
khya "Temple Roa( ?

(6) What is the time for completion of the Road ?
(¢) What is the amount

: spent for this purpose from
PTrovision under A

rticle 275 of the Constitution ?

Shri DEBESWAR $ARMAR (Minister, P.W.D.) replied :

363. gg);—An amount of Rs.5,06,298 has been spent up to
January, 8 out of an estimated cost of Rs.7,68,000.

1958-59 )il road s expected to be completed during
S0~ .

(¢)—The entire amount of Rs,7,68,000 is to be spent
out of the grant undey Article 975 (1) of the Constitution as a
Centrally Sponsored Scherme Outside the Second Five Year Plan
programme.
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Loan Applications from Artisans of Nalbari GCircle
Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY asked:

364. Will the Minister-in-charge of Sericulture and
Weaving be pleased to state—

(a) The total number of loan _applications received
from the Artisans of Nalbari Circle during
1957-58 on personal security within Rs.1,000

each ?
b (b)) The number of such loan applications enquired
. into ?
(¢) The number of such loan applications for which
) sanctions have been given ?

(d) The number of such loan applications sanctioned
and disbursed ?

(¢) The number of such loan applications which have
been rejected ?

(/) The number of such loan application pending for
. 1ssue ? §

(g) Whether the petitioners have been intimated of
the result of their applications ?

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister-in-
charge of Sericuliure and Weaving) replied :

364. (a)-—98 numbers up to middleof February, 1958,
(b)——19 numbers.

i (¢)=—9 numbers.

(d)=—3 numbers.

(¢)—1 (one) number.

(f)—94 numbers.

(g)-m—Yc_s, for the cases for which loang PR |
A sanctioned or rejected.
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Uprooted families in Dibrugarh, Lahoal, Rohmoria,
Bogdung, Rongagara, Hapjan, and Saikhowa Mauzas
due to flood and erosion,

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA | Saikhowa) asked:

365, Wil the Minister-in-charge of Relief and Rehabilita-
tion be pleased to state—

() The total number of families, Mauza by Mauza,
uprooted in  Dibrugarh, ILahoal, l{(?ll_anI‘lﬂ,
Bogdung, Rangagara, Fapjan and Saikhowa
Mauzas due to flood and erosion subsequent to
the great Earthquake of 1950 in Dibrugarh

Subdivision ?
(b) How many families have heen rchabilitated by the
Government (number of families Mauza by

Mauza to be given) ?

(¢) How many uprooted families in each Mauza are
still to be rehabilitated ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that a number of families _h_ave
been reduced to beogars due to non-rehabilita-
tion on sound economic footing ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware of the popular
feeling that due to lacl of adequate _step t#ic“
by the local officers the question ol 1’(‘11;1[)1 125
tion to such familics Las been lingering :

(/') Whether Government propose to complete rchz_t;
bilitation of all the uprooted i;.l-n‘nlw;; as soc;n-ﬂ
Possible by giving top priority m this task !
Shri HARESWAR DaS (Minister, Revenue) replied:
365, (@)—

i
1' Dibrugarll TOWn Mauza e ]. ,OOO families.
2. Lahoal Mauza . s’ |

3. Rohmorig Mauza ... #2,900 families.

4. Bogdung Mauza

i




1958] QUESTIONS 1737

5. Rangagara Mauza ... 70 families.

6. Hapjan Mauza ... ... 07 families.

7. Saikhowa Mauza ... ] O, families.
(b)—

1. Dibrugarh Town Mauza... ... 124 families.

2. Lahoal Mauza

3. Rohmoria Mauza... ... =858 families.
4., Bogdung Mauza ...

5. Rangagara Mauza oo 32 families,
6. Hapjan Mauza ... ... 32 families.
7. Saikhowa Mauza ... 145 families,

(g)=

1. Dibrugarh Town Mauza ... 276 families.

b3

. Lahoal Mauza
3. Rohmoria Mauza... . 1,142 families,
. Bogdung Mauza ...

4
5. Rangagara Mauza oo 38 families,

6. Hapjan Mauza ... ves 35 families,
7

. Saikhowa Mauza... 462 families
L]
(d)—Government have no such informatiop
L]

(¢)—Government are not aware,

(f)—Yes.
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‘Mara Harang’ in ihe Barkhola Thana of Silchar Sub.
- division

Shri TAJAMUL ALI BARLASKER (Udarband) asked; |

366. Will the 1\1inisu:r—in—('luu‘gc of Imbankment and
Drainage be pleased to state—

(@) Whether any public representation has been recei-
ved by the Government requesting to open t!le
‘Mara Harang’ in the Barkhola Thana of Sil-
char Subdivision ?

.i

(l‘) ‘,’VthhCT the (J‘chrnrn(']lt arc awarc that the CI‘Cf)P;
of that area are being destroyed every yearig
want of an outlet of water ?

> . 3 v 5 B
(c) If s0, what action has been taken on it :

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY, (Minister-in-
Charge of Flood Contirol, etc.) replied:

366.— (@) Yes.

() There is some damages due to local water-logging.

(¢) This scheme was included in the original Flood Cotitrol
Pfogramme of the Second Five Year Plan and the necessary sur-
VEY works for the same arc also in progress but duc to prunning
of the plan cciling from Rs.8 crolrcs {o Rs 7 crores under this
piggramme,. thi.S Scheme had to be omitted {rom the revised

gfamme in view of its relatively lower priority. 5

Namdang Bridge on the Margherita'l-‘edo Road

askeds Elri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Digboi)

367.

ment b Will the Ministcr_imcharge of Public Works Depart-

€ Pleased to siate

(a) WthhCI‘ GOVCI‘I]ment are awgre Of the
Sufferings of the public due to disorder of the
Namda“g Bridge on the Margherita-Ledo Road

Which issaid ¢& pe National Highway for the,
last two years ?
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(b) If so, what action is taken by the Government to
mitigate the public suflerings ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that this is the
only road connecting Ledo and Tirap with the
rest of Assam ?

(d) Whether Government propose to construct a tem-
porary wooden-bridge tll pucca-bridge is con-
structed ?

(e) Ifso, will Government complete the construction
of a temporary wooden-bridge before the
coming rainy season ? .

( f) If not, what is the alternative ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P. W. D.)
replied :

367. (a)—No complaints have been received from public
but Government appreciate that due to the collapse of the
Namdang Bridge onn National Highway by floods of July, 1956
certain inconveniences might have been felt by the public.

_ (b)—A marboat has been provided to facilitate
crossing during the rains. The river being fordable during
winter, a subway is maintained during the dry months.

(¢)—Yes.

(d) & (e)—There is no proposal to construct a tem-
porary wooden-bridge at the moment.

The matter has been taken up with the Government of
India to reconstruct the permanent bridge and work will be
taken up as soon as the funds are provided by India for the
purpose.

(f)—Please refer to reply to (&) above,

Widening of the Bhogdoi Bridge at Jorhat
Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked :

368. Will the Minister-in-charge of Pybl; '
ment (Roads) be pleased to Statc—-g ublic Works Depart-
(@) What steps Government havye i

. ) e tak far 1n
llmpl%mentmg the Resolution PZI;secSIO inal the
a% _udgetf Session  of this House regarding
widening of the Bhogdoj Bridge at Jorhat with
the help of Government of India ?
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(6) When the bridge can be expected to improve ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Public Works
Department) replied :

368. (2) & (b)—Government of India have been moved in
the matter and their decision is awaited. The work will be
taken Up as soon as project is approved and funds are provided

by them.

Erosion of Bhogdoi on both .banks within the Municipal
limits of Jorkat Town.

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUAH (Teok) asked :

_369. Will  the Minister-in-charge of Embankment and
rainage be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government are aware of ecrosion of
tf‘le Bhogdoi on both banks within the Muni-
cipal limits of Jorhat Town ?

() If so, what steps have been taken to stop crosion
as the Bhogdoi is becoming the sword of

emocles to the citizens of Jorhat ?

(¢) Whether Government arc awarc that the present
]3_qu along the Bhogdoi river in the Municipal

(d) Tt limits of Jorhat Town is quite unsafc ?

30, whether Government realise that a breach
in the Bund will cause inestimable loss to the
Citizens of Jorhat Town residing in both sides
of the river ?

eh1E .50, whether Government propose to erect
m}]I)Ilediately stone protection work like that of

1Ibrugarh ?

() Whether there are any public demands to

(g) If S;Otect both the banks from erosion ?
> what steps are contemplated to be taken ?

M. M
Flood CopOlVUL  HAQUE CBOUDHURY, (Minister,

nt 5
ment) repli:glz and Irrigation Wing, Public Works Depart-

berms have beey ¢ small] stretches the firm bank of the
pamalged to some extent mostly due to

. .~ People of the locality for the purpose of

washing and drawing water f cality

to slight erosion by the rivel; iléser{}.the river and some cases due

~t
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(b)—Government do not think that any anti-erosion
measure other than temporary protection work as usually

carried out is called for at this stage. However, the situation
is under watch.

(¢)—No.
(d)—Does not arise.
(e)—No.

(/)—A few applications from the public have been
received to put bamboo spurs at some points,

(g)—Temporary protection works in the form of
bamboo spurs palisading, elc., will continue to be carried out
at the required points as and when found necessary in the
light of actual situation during flond time,

Pakonia-Pohumara Road

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [North Lakhimpur
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes) | asked:

370. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) When the construction of Pakonia-Pohumara
road was started and what is the progress up

till now ?

(/) What is the length of the road ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P, W. D.)
replied :

370. (a)—Section I (First 10 miles) in December, 19
Seciion I1 (the next 2 miles) in Marchk, 1956, b

All works have been completed in both the Sections
except for gravelling the first 10 miles of Section I wiﬁch is in
progress. There is no provision of gravelling lhe’next 9 miles
of Section II. :

~ (0)—The total length of the road is 14 miles
Pakoniaghat, out of which only 12 miles, as stated above ¢
be taken up aczording to availability of funds.

upto
ould
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Chapakamar-Kahitoma Road

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

371. (a) Will the Minister-in-charge Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

() Why the Chapakamar-Kahitoma road has not
been constructed from Chapakamay ?

(6) If not, why not ?

lShri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, P, W. D.)
replied :

371.(a)

and(b)—The Ch:lpakamar-K:thitoma_ road is being
constiructed from Katajar, which is at a distance
of 2 furlongs only from Chapakamar.

The present alignment from Katajar was con-
sidered more suitable from the point of stability
¢f the road and alco from the point of maintain-
ing the same as an all-weather road.

Storm dannaged grants to L. P., M. V. and M. E. Schools

in Ba rpeta Subdivision

[}

t

Bk GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked: ) «é

to stgzg_' WL the Minister-iu—charge of Lducation Le pleased ‘

(.(l) Whether storm damaged grants to L. P, M.V. ‘r‘

and M. E. Schools in Barpeta  Subdivision
have been granted ?

(6) If not, whey they will be distributed ?

Shri KAMAK iy . HI (Ministes |
Education) replie( : A PRASAD TRIPAT (Minister,

372.(a)—Yes.

(b)—Already distribyted.



1958] QUESTIONS 1743

Number of Trade Unions registered in the State
during 1956-57

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked:

373. Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to
state—

(@) The total number of Trade Unions registered in
the State during 1956-57 ?

; (6) Whether the Registrar of Trade Unions hold
| proper inquiry as to the genuineness of the
applications before according registration ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that a Union lately de-registe-
red in the District of Lakhimpur for non-
submission of annual return has again been
registered under a different name ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that the General Secretary of
the de-registered trade union, Dibrugarh Circle
Chah Shramik Sangha, and the newly registered
Trade Union, the Plantation and Allied
Workers’ Union, Dibrugarh, is the same
person ?

(¢) Ifso, why this registration has been allowed ?
(f) Whether Government are aware of the harmful

effects on the trade union movment due to
hasty registration of Trade Union ?

=y

(¢) Whether Government propose to take steps for
prevention of such hasty registration of Trade
Unions in future ? .

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister-in-
charge of Labour) replied :

373. (a)—40.

(5)—Yes. Before the union is registered the Registrar
ensures that all the requirements of the Indian Trade Unions
Act as laid in sections 5 and 6 are complied with, The &onafide
of each application is thereby assured.
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(6)—It is not clear which Union the hon. Me_mber '
is referring to.  If the particular Union mentioned here is the
same as mentioned in (d) below, then the reply is in the
negative,

(d)—No. The General Secretary of Dibrugarh Chah
Shramik Sangha was Shri Bolaram Gogoi and that of the
Plantation and Allied Workers’ Union Dibrugarh is Shri

Nibaran Chandra Bora. :
(¢)—This does not arisc in view of the reply given

to (d).

; ) & (g)—No. Government are not hasty, Unions
are registered after proper enquiry.

Shifting of the old Government High School of Dibrugarh
to the Maternity Ward of old Medical School

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked:
374. Will the Education Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government is aware that after the
erosion of the river Brahmaputra the old Govern-
ment High School of Dibrugarh has been shifted
to the Maternity Ward of old Medical School ?

(6) Whether Government is aware that tqaching of
the students of the said School is being ham-

pered due to upen hall and congested area ?

(¢) Whether Government is aware that there is D.istrict
SUb-Judge Court and School Board Officein the

same School building ?

(4) Whether it is a fact that few classes of the said
School are not being regularly held due to lack
of suitable sitting accommodation ?

(¢) Whether Government has taken any action in the
Matter of construction of High School buildings

and if S0, What ?

(/') Whether Government propose to take immediate
Steps to provide suitable accommodation to the
ClaS.SCS and make other necessary arrangement
until the new school building is constructed ?
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Miiﬂ.istel':
Education) replied :

374. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The accommodation is not sufficient for the School.

o (¢)—Yes.
(d)—No, classes are being held regularly by shift
arrangements.

k. (e) & ( f )—Actionis being taken to improve the building
‘ and the compound. There is an alternative proposal for
location of the School in Jalannagar.

Moderkhat Samabay Sipini Sangha

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked :

375. Will the Minister-in-charge of Cottage Industries be
pleased to state—

y (a) Whether it is a fact that there is a Cottage Indus-
; tries Institution by the name and style as
Moderkhat Samabay Sipini Sangha duly regis-

tered in 1952 or 1953 ?

(b) Ifso, whether it is a fact that this Society consists
of 33 members and is in possession of 7 looms
but without a house of its own ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that it is the only Institution
of this type in Moderkhat Mouza ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that this Society sumbitted
representation to the former Chief Minister at
Dibrugarh in the first part of the previous year
requesting a grant of Rs. 10,000 from the
Government ?

(6) Whether Government have sanctioned a grant for

the purpose of a building ?
(f) If so, what is the amount ?

s (g) If not, whetl}er_ Goxzernment propose to sanction
a grant within this financial year ?

SR gy —



1746 QUESTIONS [27TH MAR,

Shri MAHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister-in- .

charge of Cottage Industries) replicd :

375. (a)—Yes. The said Sangha was registered on 19th
May 1954 under Section XI of the Assam Clo-operative Societies
Act, 1949 (Act T of 1950).

(b)—The number of members and looms are as
follows :—

Member—34 ; but 15 of them have not yet contri-
buted anything towards their share money.

Fly Looms.................. 6
Country Looms............33
It has no house of its own.

(6)—There is another institution under the name of
Phulampur Mahjla Samabai Samity, Limited.

(d) —-Yes,
(e)—No.
(/' )—Does not arise.

(8)—No. The institution is not properly functioning
aTrild ‘& grant can be sanctioned to it unless it functions p_roperl)a-
Rselsf)’ CLEly was granted Rs.375 as loan for share capital and
Fu-nd’ g 45, loans for working capital from Handloom Boar

! Inspection it ts were not pro-
perly kept Pection it was found that accoun

.

Employees in the Managerial Cadres of Tea Gardens in
Assam

Shri HAR]_:;swAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked :
i tate—s—;m' Will the Minister—in-charge of Labour be pleased to
(@)—What is the number of Assamese, Europeans and

Other People employed in the Managerial Cadrs=s
of the tea gardens in Assam ?
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(b) Whether Government are aware that the tea gar-
dens prefer Doon Schooled persons than others
and if so, what is the reason for such pre-

ference ?

(c) Whether Government are aware of the basis on
which the recruitment to these categories is
done ?

(¢) Ifso, what is that basis ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour) replied :

376_ (a)—256 Indians and 669 non-Indians were employed
in associate gardens of I. T. A., on 1st January 1958.

(b)—No.

(c) & (d)—According to the Employers Associations,
appomtments are made on merit and suitability with reference
to School and College records, family back-ground, character
and apparent suitability for tea garden life. Experience in
plantation works as well as administrative ability is also taken
Into account in case of senior appointments.

Construction of an embankment on the right bank
of Beki River

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

377, Will the Minister-in-charge of Public
ment (Embankment and Drainage) be pleased t(‘)/v‘sc;;lzz__Depart.

(a) Whether Government Propose to construct an

ﬁ?\};in_g{mmt on the right bank of the Beki

(b) If so, when ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood

Control) replied :
377, (a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise.
Changing the course of the Hakua and Naljora rivers

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked:
378. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (Embankment and Drainage) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government propose to change the courses
of the Hakua and Naljora rivers towards the
West in the Kahitoma Forest Reserve ?

(b)) Whether Government is aware of the possible
danger of Kherijan Bijni Mouza of Barpeta Sub-
division being damaged if the courses of such
rivers are not changed ?

(¢) If so, when the work will be started ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control) replied:

378. (a)—No.

(b)—The measures that will be necessary to check the
damaging actions of these rivers on the land, crops and other
properties of the Kherijan Bijni Mouza will be known only on
complection of investigation which is being taken up.

(¢)—The implementation of any scheme that may be
determined after investigation for protection of the area will
depend upon its priority and availability of fund.

Construction of Dong and Embankment from the
Kumbhira River

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

379. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (Embankment and Drainage) be pleased to state—

() Whether the Government propose to construct
Dong and Embankment from the Kumbhira
River towards East in Bijni Mouza of Barpeta

Subdivision ?

(6) If S0, when ?

— gy
ey
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control) replied :

379. (a)—There is no such proposal.

(b)—Does not arise.

Training of Hakua and Naljora rivers in Barpeta
Subdivision

Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) asked :

380. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works Depart-
ment (Embankment and Drainage) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government propose to train the Hakua
and Naljora rivers in Barpeta Subdivision ?

(b) If so, when ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Fiood
Control ) replied :

380 (a)—There is no such proposal.

(b)—Does not arise.

Embankments on both banks of the river of Puthimazi

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur)
asked :

381. Will the Public Works Department Minister (Em-
bankment and Drainage) be pleased to state—

(a) Why embanl.gments on both banks
Puthimari were constructed
Tangla Railway Bridge to Pyth
Bridge and downsiream of the
Hajo leaving the midq]
open and unprotected ?

of the river
upstream from
Imari Railway
river beyond
€ portion of the river
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(b) Whether Government js aware that unprccedefniﬁd
ﬂ.OOd OCCurred in the unprotected arca T? 2
ver Pathisn,e in Kamalpur and Hajo 1Hhanas
nech. kept the banks flooded for 28 days  conti
o usly and washed away the harvestable Ahu

. Crop and Saj; seedlings ?

() Whtal.t Steps the Government .
1€ breaches of the embankment in d
Portion of the river which were damageé

has taken to Tre€pair

the upper
last

year ?
1 to
(d) Whart steps haye been taken by Govcrnmiitt in
Protect the portions of the embankm which

a.hara Lechakona, Dipteswari, etc.

Were threatened withh breaches last yeal;:
_ the
(e) Why the Government has not yet take n—h:pl‘iver
constyuctmn of the embankment of t
uthimarg irf{ its down portiOll1 bﬁYOI:clleme

. oad though  the
was notifieq and a sum of Rs.26 lakhs has

Ccarmarked for the purpose ?

this
(/) Whether the ahove work will be taken UP
year

(g) If not, whether Government propose 1o reopey 1223
Bund ¢ Gandhibari Jan which was et

0 spite of great opposition of the people ©
this areg ? = PP

(k) Whay steps Government propose to take to Prot.ect
the people from the flood in the down portio?
of the river Puthimari which has been left opelt
o the middle while embankments have been
Completed in the upstreams and in further

Ownstreamsg ?

M. MOINUL 134 y od
Control, eic.) repiiog 20 CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flo

381. (G)——-Embankments i fi Tangla Rail-

: . n th stream Irom langla ka1
way Bridge to Puﬂ}lmari Railway %;iggc were constructed first
as the f‘{ood haVOC in the I‘iver bagin_ cornmanded by this portion
of the river used to be relatively of higher magnitude. The

[27TH MaRr, 3
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uownstream émbankments have been constructed to act as guide
hunds butting against the Brahmaputra IDyke to prevent the
Brahmaputra flood entering into the areas protected by the Brah-
m- sutra Dyke by flowing back through Puthimari and spilling
5§ its banks. In view of its relatively lower priority the
. bankments for the middle portion where the flood problems
‘were of relatively lesser magnitude could not find place in the
#irst Five Year Plan under which the other portions were
andertaken.

(b)—Floods in the Puthimari river during the last
year were relatively high, and as a result the area unprotected
by embankments was subjected to sustained flooding.

(¢)—All the breaches in the embankments have since
been closed.

(d)—The Department bave already taken up to
strengthen and raise the whole lengths of the embankment.

i (¢)—The construction of the embankments could not
 be taken up as the formalities required after notifying the
scheme under the provision of the Assam Embankment and
Drainage Act, 1953 have not yet been completed, and the

detailed estimate could be completed recently for obtaining
Government of India’s approval for loan assistance.

, f)—As it will take sometime more to complete all

' formalities under the Assam Embankment and Drainage Act
1953 and to obtain Government of India’s approval for ey

 assistance there is no likelihood of taking up actual execution of
the schemes this working season,

(g)—No. The Gandhibari Jan which was a spill
channel of Puthimari was closed to avert the danger of short
circuiting Puthimari River into the Baralia River.

(h)—Embankments in this portion will be constructed
as soon as circumstances permit after Complethw the formaliti
as : g h alities

ander the Assam Embankment and Drainage Act, 1953 and
n obtaining Government of India’s approval to loan assistance.
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Irrigation of the Marnai alias Punai Nadi from
Barnadi in Patidarang Mouza to Madankuri

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) asked:

382. Will the Public Works Department Minister (Embank-
ment and Drainage) be pleased (o state—

(a) What steps the Government has taken to irrigate
the Marnai alias Punai Nadi from Barnadi in
Patidarang Mouza to Madankuri through the
Karara, Barbansar and Madartola Mouzas of
the Kamalpur Thana as prayed for by the
public ? .

(6) Whether any enquiry has been made in this
respect ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Flood Control) replied :

; 382. (a) and (b)—The Department will shortly take up
dewailed mmvestigation of Sykla Irrigation Scheme which has
been found after preliminary investigation to fall under the
category of Medium Irrigation Scheme. This Scheme when

imple_rnented is likely to mitigate the problem of the area in
question.

Maintenance of the Bund on the Darika River
by Sibsagar Local Board

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :

Dy 383, Will the Minister‘in-chargc of Embankment and
4mage be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government is aware that there was a
‘Bund’ about one mile in length on the north
bank of Darika River between “Dhai Ali*> and
Desangmukh road in Konwarpore Mauza main-
tained by Sibsagar Local Board ?

(b) Whether Government is aware or received report
fo the effect that Sibsagar Local Board was not
i a position to take adequate steps to avert
flood over this ‘Bund’ since last 3 years ?

:

4

L
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(¢) Whether it is a fact that since last 3 years the
flood water over that ‘Bund’ have been affecting
10 or 12 villages in Konwarpore Mauza of
Sibsagar Subdivision such as Kathpar No.l,
Kathpar  No.2, Kukurapohia, Baroiting
Banmukh Chutia, Dihingia Gaon, Gohain
Gaon, Pator Gaon, Chetia Gaon and others ?

(d) Whether Government is aware that N. E. S.
Block or Community Development Block has
been functioning in that area since the last
3 years or more but the schemes of that Block

I e e i

D was not adequate to avert flood over that Bund

A which was less than a mile in length ?

& (¢) Whether it is a fact that flood in that area in
question did not subside up to the month of
September?

(/) Whether Government propose to bring this Bund
(Bund from ‘Dhai Ali’ to Desangmukh on the
North Bank of Dorika River) under the control
of the Embankment and Drainage Wings of
Public Works ! epartment with immediate
effect ?

(g) Ifso, when we expect commencement of actual
work there?

(h) If not, why Government did not consider favoura-
bly various representations from the public of
that locality to save them from regular flood ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
charge, Embankment and Drainage) replied :
® 383. (a)—There is a bridle-path 15 miles in length along
the right bank of Darika River from Public Works Department
Dhai Ali to Public Works Department Desangmukh Road
- & maintained by the Sibsagar Local Board.
b)—Overtopping of the bridle-path by fl )
;' %L{l);i;:ig the( last three pyears was not averted bsgr t%%d ‘Egégli
o)—Durine the last three years t e
breached (11‘3 several %laces by the ﬂogds inhfheb;ilégg-gsgh a:vaas
: result flood water entering through the breaches reached some
= of the villages of the Kowarpore Mauza, |

T - o
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(d)—Dimow Block was started as N. E. S. Block in
1953 and was converted into C. D. Block from 1st April 1955
and will continue as such till 1st April 1958. No work has
been done by the Dimow C. D. Block on the bridle-paih to

prevent overtopping of the same by floods.
(e)—There is no such information.

(f )—No.

(g)—Does not arise.
(f#)—The Flood Control Plan of the Embankment and

Drainage Department generally does not envisage undertaking
construction of dykes in small stretches in sporadic places or
converting isolated roads and paths in small lengths into flood

embankments.

Motion for allocation of time for voting on Demand for
Grants

Mye. SPEAKER : The Question Hour is over now.
Mr. Barua will now move his motion.

I am reading the relevant rule in this connection.

The rule is:

““28. As soon as may be after the report has been made to
the House, a motion may be moved by a member of the Com-
mittee designated hy the Speaker: ‘that this Assemply agrees
With the allocation of time proposed by the Conimittec in
végard to such and such Bill or Bills or other Government
g}lllsﬁlﬁssf and if such a motion is accepted by the House , it
"Hall take, effect as if it were an Order of the House:
repoir%Vlded that an amcudnrtlcm may be moved that ‘the
i ‘ e referred back to the Cm_’nnuttm' either without limita-

D or with reference to any particular matter:

allottPcI;?vfldcd furthcr that not more than half an hour shall be
speak foror the discussion of the motion and no njljember shall
s T;;O:;: than five F1'3ri1nutes on S}_‘lcflil mgno_n. Adod
: respect of the report of the Business Advisor
Committee which Ii}ms been circlula,ted to the Members Thi:r
purpose of the ryle i very simple The House is the master
of its procedure in terms this rules. Therefore, I have asked

Mr. Barua, t0 move his metion.

L4

MOTION RE-ALLOCATION OF TIME FOR [27TH MaAR,
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Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA (Deputy Speaker) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to miove that this Assembly agrees with
the allocaiion of time proposcd by the Business Advisory Com-
mittee in regard to the Voiing on Demands for Grants for
1958-59.

The time table showing the dats and time allotted for
Voting on Demands for Grants for 1958-59 has been laid on
the table of the House.

My, SPEAKER : Ii has been circulated also.

The .question is that this Assembly agrees, with the allo-
cation of time proposed by ilic Business Advisory Committee
in regard to the voting on Demands for Grants for 1958-59.

(The motion was adopted.)

(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacaled the Chair and Mr. Deputy
Speakei occupied il.) :
Motion regarding situation cveated by sharp rise in
prices and short supply of food graims, etc.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : We shall now “take up
further consideration of the motion moved by Shri Nilmoney
Barthakur on the 13th March, 1958.

Rev. Nichols-Roy will resume his speech.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Chervapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, when
this motion was moved. I spoke quite a little about the condition
of price in this district of mine. Now, I want to add a few
more observations in regard to this. The high prices in my
district are due to the following facts :

The closure of border markets. Things do not come
any more from East Pakistan, Formerly certain things
used to come to this district from Pakistan ~ throy T bOrd%r
markets. There were about 20 border markeis andg 1. fhese
were closed since 15th  December lagt, Therefl 311 the
prices of things have gone up very high. T-henle 0:}(13, e
another reason why prices of goods arc higher 11 KNa cr i
Jaintia Hills than what they should have been and thz;tSlis the
f{n({nopoly of goods :trafﬁc on the Gauha_ti__shil’l(;ﬁg voad, The
tﬁlghé %eltﬁr la}}‘n < llﬁc 36'1'4"0 ; il there was no monopoly on

7 108 e freight rate would have been much less, perhaps
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10 annas or so. It is a common complaint that monopoly is not
desirable at all for the sake of prices in the whole of this district
in former years, Sir, this district used to get things from Sylhet
also and, therefore, the freight charges from Gouhati to Shillong
did not affect the whole district or all its population. But
since that Pakistan side is closed now, all things coming from
outside have to come through Gauhati to  Shillong and from
Shillong they are distributed to the other areas of the district.
These are the two main causes for these high prices here. We
also know that prices in general have gone up throughtout the
whole of Assam and this matter will have to be studied by Govern-
ment with a view to see how they can be brought down.

So far as this district is concerned, Sir, we are suftfering
not only from the high prices of things coming from outeide,
but we are suffering also from the low prices of things which
BLe produced here. Some of the products of this district do
110t get any market at all ; for example, 1t is very difficult
to get any market for Pan lcaves now ; the price of Pan leaves
as a consequence has gone down very low. Similarly, the price
of tezpata has also gone down very low. Then oranges ; many
lakhs of oran ses—about 65 lakhs of them in the Balat area
have dropped and have rotted on the ground because they
do not get any profitable market. This i1s the state of affairs
i this district.

NO‘{V: Sir, I want to make some suggestions how matters
€an be improved in future. Government should make a very
serious study of the problem I am making a few suggestions,
sidgr(:hlii %{ge‘r}t need of sr.lrveying th!c flat lands which are in-
where ‘éhe strict and fit for cultivation. A_II the flat lands,
I‘CCIailned-yf.‘Q may be on the boarder of Pakistan, should “be
the people tor Cliiflvaﬂon. Then there is necessity of helping
and also by o cntvate the flat land by providing them finance

Y gWing them catile.

shoul'Ic‘lh?)r:; 5;1'5 there ig a nccc.%'it.y f()r irrigation also whi(_:h
sucha way thgg very quickly. Irrigation should be made in
water should J where there jg possibility of LCI‘]‘RCC'—CUltIVﬂflOI:l,

Ler d be stored op high level so that the terrace culti-
-.vatlont Ont 11}‘; S%?_PC. of a hill may be watered. That is very
::211}13%2 ?ofxe; this is undertaken, cultivation in the hill slopes
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Then, Sir, there is the need for producing fish. In the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills we have entirely to depend on the fish
imported from Pakistan but the price is soaring so high that it is
becoming difficult for the poor people to purchase it.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You are to discuss about
food grains.

Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reser-
ved for Scheduled Tribes)] : The motion is to discuss
the critical situation created by the sharp rise in prices and short
supply of food grains in the State. I am speaking here about
the shaip rise in prices of fish, which has a relation with this.
I understand it covers the prices of not only of food grains but
also of other commoditics of food. Of course, if you do not
allow me T shall not speak on  this.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You may go on.
Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, the sharp rise of things

affects the citizens in all spheres of life  Fish is an essential
item of food and its price is sharply going up and as we get fish
now from the streams of our district, and from the Brahmaputra
and that is very little. The Government should take up schemes
not only in my district but in the whole of Assam for production
of fish so that the price of fish comes down. For this purpose
of growing fish in this district, we should make ponds and small
lakes and utilise the ravines by making them fit for fish culture
and in this the Fishery Department should help so that we ma
not have to depend on the fish of Pakistan. ay
Another thing is this that the people who have left the border
areas and have come (0 Nongpoh area, they are not getting
employment.  Every able bodied man should he ttilised ne
growing morc food crop this digtrict. ' There stiould-he &
plan of the Government 50 that every capable man should b
utilised for cultivation of food crops and to take up for }11 - be
tion of food crops any forest land or unutilised 1 Bt
food crops cither by individuals or on  co-operat: _
Government should give financial help to people P?ll ative basis.
but for want of money they cannot grow foodpcl;o‘i\)-sl.o own land

and for growing

Lastly, Sir, it is important to aholish

1 . 3 2 ¢ th.(’, he
freight traffic between Gauhati and Shillong 11‘€§1?£ﬁ1¥q02 olrilcf
the prices of all things will come down atdnt::'e in this Jdiéttrict. /

With these few words, I resume my seat.



1758 MOTION REGARDING SITUATION CRE.\'I"E‘]) [27 r11 MAR,
BY SHARP RISE IN PRICES AND SI‘-I‘ORI
SUPPLY OF FOOD GRAINS, ETC.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, in a way we have a debate on food al-
most every year and as a [riend of nine, Mr. Hurinarayan
Barua, said that it has Lecome an cternal feature of the House
and that we say almost the same taing.  Unfortunately, the
food problem has become an eternal problem of our State and
therefore, it is necessary to discuss tnis matter and if possible
to'throw suggestion so that we can make our food position better
m the State.

Sir, the motion as i gocs, can be divided into two parts
one that relates to the prices and the other that relates to pro-
duction. So far as prices are concerned it is the immediate
Problem and we have to do somecthivg for stabilisation of prices
of food materials and particularly of food grains  In a country
like ours it is not only from the point of view of giving cheaper
food to the people that this is important hut he high prices
of food may affect the cost of living and which may affect the
whole economy of the country.  ‘L'herefore, Sir, the price ele-
nent—the price aspect—has to be very carclully looked into
and itis only for that purnose that the Food-Grains Enquiry
Committee was appointed and that Committee confined more
to the problem of price stabilisation than to the problem of pro-
dU(IJ‘L']_OII Of e food.  Bui this price structure—price element—

as something to do with production also. It js also very good
E\?glay that the Supply Minister happens to be the Agriculture
i)llzélésigl;qz:" }}]"L’I"]“O (]‘-'p;U'tll'l("‘H!.‘S are interlinked so also th?
o (jevisii‘} _el'ln-. L(,(_\] *..-'vnlil'p}oductt.op. _Allhough We may succeec
nery of th%‘; 1;1;11( 1}{101}/ for_ stablh.«'atlon.of prices, mno machi-
production isdiilfl : - e %ﬂfﬁll to get rid of the malady unless
related anc imerﬁ'rc?ngdi A _111(31?(«101“9, these are very much co-
il Miniv{cr"rf .E?tC(,.' and in a way 1t 15 good that the Agn.-
: . wr has become the Minister of Supply. Now,
the demang for food ig always increasine and this will be in-
creasing so Lotig ' e e l',";' marinaion - See. P i

3 Popuiation 1creases. Now, there is a

Lerilericy recently  cropped up 1l at  the demand is increasin
because there is the l‘P‘P 'I‘ IP ‘ha ) he Vf, anc 1; 111(:16::1[ g:
duction. Ag a, ﬂl’l"tg, owth of population than for lack of pro
: eoe ok ot fant, & moutl {5 Borh with: two hawdd

also, th616fore, It 15 worng to i]-- > only the increase of Jla=
tion 50 long we oyt 8 blame only the Increase o p‘o%;-u :
tening tempo of e gage the two hands. Today the high-
. i B VoD ment  activities and  the consequent
mcrease i the Purchasing power of the pecople in certain
scctors have increased the demand  cven more ; on the other-

k]

hand, production, mozc Parficularly market sturplus, has not

kept this tempo because so far oy production is concerned we
have to depend on the whims of nature.
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Now, il we take into account the food position last year, I
mean the production of food last year, nature is mostly to be
blamed because we lind that there was drought in certain areas
and also certain arcas were affected by flood. This vyear also
up Gll now the positionis not very hopeful. I have received
reports from various places that due to the failure of rains, the
peasantry has become very hopeless and i’ this situation
continues, it is quite possible that our food position may deterio-
rate further. Then also along with production is the pro-
blem of the suppliers and dealers in the market who cause
unnatural fluctuation in the market price by cither withholding
their stocks or releasing them basing their action  ex-
pectation of future rise or fall in prices of food-grains. There-
fore, when we speak about short-term problem of stabilising
prices we have to deal also with those pg,ople, who, .by their
expectation of the future trend of food prices, try to influence
the market position and thereby cause an unnatural rise or fall
in prices of food-grains. Now, the remedy of this, as I have
stated, is obvious. Firstly, we have to increase production and
sccondly, we have to devise such  mechanism which will keep
the flow of supply to the market even. Now, Sir, so far as this
State is concerned, it is not that we are doing very badly in the
matter of food production. As a matter of fact, we actually in-
creased our food production and during 1953-34, the food pro-
blem was a problem of the past. Itis also true about the coun-
try as a whole. We reached the peak position in food produc-
tion in 1953-54.  Then, because of optimism, we immediately
aholished control. How far it was due to cconemic considera-
tion and how far it was duc to political pressurc, it is not for me
to say now. But thinking back, we {ind that it would have been
better for us to maintain some sort of control over food and
perhaps it would have been also wiser not to release the stocks
that we collected . If we had kept the stocks with ys, perhaps
we would have been able to counter the rising Prices. But
what happened ? We thought that if we do not sel] {e food-
grains that we had i our godowns GOVCFllmcnt would suffer
and there would be unnecessary loss Thercfore, eyen at 2
price lower than the market price  we  released oy stacks
In a matter like food where the entire People are involved,
Government should take the risk so long we ape not deﬁni’tel);
out of the woods. It is mecessary o create buffer sigcks and
if under any circumstances wc sufler losg, nobody will blame
the Government. If instead of Some criticism of the people 4
release our stocks and face a critical situatio 1 afterwards, people
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cannot be blamed for accusing Government {01 shortsightednes

Even in our State, we find that the price is also 1ot the :::ulne
every where. Even to-dav there is a wide (11513111.-1[}- 1]1‘11?
behaviour of food prices. I had been to Gauhau 'ycsl("ld.aﬁ'
and I heard from the people that in Boko arca the price Off‘de
had gone up to Rs.15 per maund and of the Ahu to Rs.1apd
maund. Then also jn the Nalbari arca I was told that buhr\\d_s
sold at Rs.16 per maund and Ahu at Rs. 141 per maund. -I\m:\"
within. Kamrup District when there is so much ol ‘db‘lﬁ“"w.ﬁ
the price behaviour, it is quite possible that within the St‘;c
as a whole this disparity is greater. We have to find out t'll
reason for this wide disparity in the behaviour of prices Islt
different parts of the State. These disparities also sugge
the factors which influence the rise in prices in a d.CVCIOng
economy ;  as for instance, the volume and pattern of deman®
changes in the pattern of food consumption and what matics
most, is the responsiveness of production (o cI.illi:‘l‘Cll[SCheme?
which have operated uncvenly in different parts of the State. &
e want a permancnt solution  of this problem, we have 10 100t
from the practical point of view, ziz., why is it that in differ¢?
parts of the State our schemes of 1)‘1*(5)(1111:'11'011 have yielded diftes
rentresults. The crucial qucstion for any problem is whether all
how far the various schemes of agricultural development have
been and are likely to he cHective in increasing the yield. WC
cannot discuss in isolation the price of food unless we bring 1
the question of production. In other words, we have (0 8¢
how far the various schemes of Agriculture Department hass
cen and are likely to be eflective in increasing food pl’OduCU.O.Il:
Now, this problem will lead us to discuss the various scheme®
of {‘\gr'lculture Department. T do not propose to go into th‘?
fg'r;;gi zchil?;ln.cs at this moment, “but it is important .f01'i;::‘
of Thar hlzxs beeealctilwtlcs of the Agriculture D;zpartment . Ycal"-
Now, Sir. 1 happening and is going to happen next )

we have got tractors, pumps, and we have got also
the Department 1og 2 is iy -

. 3 . i iately-
S6 Brak 11, supply sceds and manure immediately

: _ Present price structure is concerned, I will come
to 1t Iater. ut jo11—
oA o S0 far as the remote problem, production
to obviate OF course 50 remote—is concerned, if we have
! it, it ig hecessary for us to be more up and doing
I would therefore gyo ., - : cas State
Ninmg by suggest that in certain arcas ol the »ota
w ; 'mmed"lis lno 80 such scarcity of water, pumps should be
SCILL DIvhec eﬁ If full aid is not rendered to the peasantrys
these <1ICclh.W1 become extremely scarcity areas. Now, 11
certain arcas, ¢.g., the south bank of Kamrup near the riverin€
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area, because the whole arca was silted by sand for the last
three or four years it has not been possible to produce anything
there; on the otherhand, itis the opinion of the experts that
now after three orfour years it will be possible to get good crops
from that silted area provided we do something for the supply
ol water and there are also other area where it s neccessary (o
supply the agriculturists with pumps. In this connection I
would request the Agricvlture Minister that at lecast the Govern.
ment should not be very strict about realisation of the cost,
In some cases it is necessary to supply those pumps even with-
out cost or at a very nominal cost. It is nccessary that pumps
would be supplied to the agriculturists immcdiately to help
them in raising Aus crops or Boro crops whatever that may
be, and in that way we will be able to raise more crops. Up til]
now the pumps are confined to certain areas only and in some
arcas these pumps could not be supplied in time. Similarly
also , Sir, I think the Tractor Organisation of the Government
can do a great thing if the tractors are immediately sent to the
areas where tractors are urgently required, for instance, say
in the reclaimed arcas or in the tea areas which have been re-
quisitioned from the Tea Estates. If these tractors may be
given as aid to the cultivators, certainly we shall be able to
raise more food crops. Then again, Sir, I would request the
Government to see that in the matter of granting loans to the
agriculturists they should be very prompt. I raised that point
the other day and I also said that if we want too come to
grip with the food problem and tackle the problem on war
footing, it is cssentially necessary to help immediately the cyl-
tivators who need agricultural loans with the necessary loang
and there should be no financial restriction ar finanecial rules
to stand in the way. If the agriculturists may get the cattle
loans, seed loans, agricultural loans in good time and without
much restriction we may be able to come to grip with the food
problem, at least for the coming year. Sir, when we study the
question of price, we have to study the market surplus. There
is a distinction between marketed surplus and marketable
surplus.  Marketed surplus means, the excess oyep what ihe
cultivator retains in his home for consumption, payment Yo
his labour and seceds, etc., and marketable surplus ‘mav be
different in the short period but in the long run they COigCidC
‘Therefore, on the market surplus we have (o keep our eves o o
If we have to stabilise the prices from time {4 time }ti‘le Ilzfo:
curement policy of the Government has tq 1} examined in
relation to the market surplus and the

; question of the prices
depends on this market surplus. If there is ng even flow of the
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market surplus then the price is bound to go up. On the
other hand the pcople mayv try to bring marc market surplus
to the markets than there is possibility that the peasantry may
sell what is necessary even for his own consumption and this
may cause artificial scarcity of food grains, thereforc, on this
point we should be very cautious that we do not adopt @
policy of destituting the peasani. Therefore, in formulating the
procurement policy, it is desirable that Government should tell
the pcople that if they bring every thing to the market for making
the procurement success{ul, Government will take the respon-
sibility of feeding the pcople and will not allow anybod}’
to die of starvation. So long we can’t take up that responsi:
bility and at present we cannot, we have to retain the normal
market and rely on the normal price structure. The pro-
curement policy has to be devised in this way. I do not kn_OW
whether in one or two yecars the food production may be im-
proved so as to make the State self-suflicient but what 15
wanted immediately is to esiablish a fair price structure
In this connection we would sayv that we very often misunder-
stand the significance of fair price shops. The fair price shops
are not ration shops. Ration shops arc necessary only when
we want to take the respounsibility of supplying every houst
with food but when there is imblance in the food situation
that fair price shops are started so as to bring down the price
structure ef food stufis and it is on this particular point il:lilt
I am just now hammering. It is not a problem of opening
ration shops, but it is a question of bringing about stabilisation
in the market price and that can be done by a large number
of fair price shops, not for all the time but at a time when the
prices show a tendency to risc up. TLooking from that point
Of'_ view, we find that we have not been able to open as many
fair price shops as are nccessary. I admit of course that in our
State. there are certain pockets where it is not a question ol
Opening fair price shops, but of nwroducing a rigid systent’
of rationing there. I need not name the places. Therc arc
areas in  Kamrup and in other districts also where there arc
i‘t”isail \'\fherc.food-gmins have become extremely scarce, whml'c‘
0 Pu?éﬁjosmblc with the present purchasing power of the people
e ftisc food-grains at the prevailing prices naw; there-
Canl,lot r;_l@}uld take rationing in those areas but such 1‘:{1.1'10.1111}53,
fOl“mula;iht 1 moment be very big. As a matter of m;ct 11{
on I‘ationiﬁ the food pohcy we may not solely ccrpcnf
HOTE  and g system but at ihe same time we should concern

more on huilding up our food stock. What the
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Mehia Committee appropriately called that Food-Grams Sta-
biiisation Organisation is for the purpose of building a bufter
stock. :
Now, Sir, coming to the preblem  of  procurement it -
was said vesterday that about 10 lakhs maunds be p}‘ocur.ed.
In this connection I would like to say that 1 had a discussion
vesterday at Gauhati with some officials and they told me that
the targi:t at Gauhati was for 2 lakhs maunds and so far they
have already procured more than 12 lakhs maunds. In Dar-
rang also we have procured enough.  So in those arcas it may
be possible to have a larger amount of procurement, and
therefore, Government should consider that problem also.
Because we started late, because our machinery was not com-
plete the procurement has not been as hopeful as it ought to
have been. In the Government communique, we find - the
target was fixed at 10 lakhs maunds, but up till now only we
have been able to build up a stock of 6 lakhs maunds, and
during these months, May, Junc and July, it will not be possible
to have much of procurement. We have 1o re-allocate our target.
Sccondly, T would also request the Government not to be very
sancrosanct about the price to be fixed. We have always to
keep our hand on the pulse of the market. It 1s necessary
to make a corresponding revision of the prices fixed for procure-
ment and as a matter of fact in the past our procurement very
often failed as there was no corrcsponding adjustments in the
prices  That corresponding adjustments have to be made.
I am aware of the misk involved. If we go on changing our
prices there will be a tendency an the part of those who deal
in paddy or the actual growers to hold up the stock in expecta-
tion of better price afterwards ; yet 1t 15 TeCessary. With-
out coming into that conflet it is possible also to have a revision
of prices. I would ask the Government 1o do sa. So far
as the food problem is concerned again I say that the crux of
the problem is in the production itsclf We may skip over
the temporary difficulties by a buffer stock, by a price stabi-
lisation policy, but in the long run 1t 18 the production that
will solve the problem. Therefore, we have 1o devise our aori-
cultural production in such a way that we may be able o h?wc
better praduction and in the next year —we may not have to
discuss the food problem, the cternal problem of our State, '
+Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minjster):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, we are very grateful to the hon. Mem-
ber whp has raised this very important debate and the important .
suggestions that have been made by the hon. Members. |

*Spcech not corrected.
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have no doubt that it will be of great use to the Government
and also to the people. Bult, Sir, as a matter of [act our replies
to the debate will be given by my Colleague, the Minister-in-
charge of Agriculture, when he will try to place before the House
as much of information as may be possible. Tt has become
necessarv for me to intervenc in this debate only on account
of certain remarks made by the hon. Member [rom Gauhati,
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya, the other day, T suppose
on the 13th March. I feel, Sir, that on account of those obser-
vations made by the hon. Member, I owe an explanation to
the House, in fairness to me as .Wt.‘“ as to the august House.
Sir, in coursc of his speech 1}1:1'1 (lay,_ the hon. Member was
pleased to refer to two matters in \\"]ll("!l he 1}1;1(1(‘ a reference
about me, While discussig 2}1)9111:’[}1(? high prices of sugar, the
hon.Member accused me saying—“Arc not these  people res-
ponsible, are not these P_(‘OPIP from \-\_xl-mm vou 1::115(*(1 (](::mn‘(.m
for the Cong‘rcss, I’CS])OHS]])](' I‘f)r‘ IhC‘hE'Q‘n p]*lpp of sugar ? SJ]',
T feer verv proud tc call m}'s_clij_z!sf‘m ]11.}mblc \Vn.rk‘?r of the
Congress. 1f we 80 to the history of the Congress, it is seen, it
h .en the practice of the Congress from  its inception,
as l;ecn tions. We may remember about the big contri-
Sl dona —(»ré.maclf: by the Tata at the beginning of the
s w])b' Bazaz, the name of the [fund was known
M0 o an(] '?r the beginning. We consider them to be
as Bazaz IunC ]"1‘1"1U'C]” of fact, their contribution for the achieve-
patriot, al-ld o 1(fm~c is not small. This practice of raising
ment of indepencei™ ' continuing. We raise  donation

SS 1

: he Congres: : .
donations _fOI" 1|] well as from the poor while we raise more money
from the r1.ch as Wf‘ do it without any sensc of guilt for various
from the rich. T am very sorry to hear if any of the persons
purpose,

-re 1 . .
and herc o the price of sugar from whom we raised
are invol

‘1 raisin .
ved in rais Qiy, assuming that some of them may be
the donation. 2o
. is
responsible  for th

But, do not sec how the hon. Member can
- P
blame us for that

«The Chief Minister is a good man
company he keeps”. Can I ask
Gauhati, who is nrot unfurtunately

but a man is fr
rom .

the hon. 1\/I<:1rnbf3.r arse of his professional work, he has to come
Xl ber of people, may bhe some of

in the Housc, 11 large- num
. - s
in contact witthi o of scrious offences, can I apply the same

them are accl_lslcim which he has made against me in this res-
remarks about .1t0 Lome, as a professional man, in course of his
pect ? He has ontact with murderers, thieves, dacoits and

. ~ -
profession, 11
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what not. Will it be correct for me to say that they are the
companions of the hon. Member, Shri Gaurisankar Bhatta-
charyya ? Sir, I have seen a marked fall in the standard of
the debate, so far as his speech in connection with the Governor’s
address is concerned, which we appreciated very much and
which T still appreciate. But this speech has disappointed me.
The other day he said that we are not depending on the assis-
tance ol the people and that we arc depending on the dona-
tions. Sir, we do not want assistance of the foreign countries
Therefore, we raised donations and we shall continue to
raise donations for the Congress.

The hon. Member was pleased also to make certain ob-
servation about disposal of land by me. 1 have understood
his remark with all its implications and the insinuation that
is within the remark. Sir, this is not a new propaganda against
me. I found in the course of my election in Badarpur consti-
tuency that one hon. Member ran down to Badarpur and made
certain propaganda that I disposed land in order to avoid the
Land Ceiling Act. I am very sorry, Sir, that I cannot have
any respect for those hon. Members who have no respect for
truth. For the information of the House, I would like to say
that I own a small tea garden and I belong to a joint family.
The joint family owns the tea garden which produces 550maunds
of tea per year like some other small tea gardens. After the
Plantation Labour Act came into operation, the obligations
in respect of housing, water supply and other things have consi-
derably increased. In order to meet those obligations finances
are necessary after declaration of the new taxation policy and
after our country has acdopted the socialist pattern of society,
the surplus that remains for the individuals naturally has declined.
We are very glad for it. But we are anxious to meet
our obligations for the tea industry. Therefore, some
ways had to be found for the mvestment that is necessary {o
meet the obligations under the Labour Welfare measures. For
that purpose we hdve converted certain of ouy land asset for
other purposes. Therefore, we sold some land, and that. Sir
I repeat again I sold without any sense of guilt and : ’*1 a ;
T would have sold more land without anv gem otk T

; Y sense of guilt, if re-
quired. _ = .
" Now, what is that insinuation that (he oy
here on the_ﬂoor of the House ? T am ver f'g'm-l-y for the imsi-
nuation which he made. Had he been clear about the insi-
nuation within the remark that he had made then T would have

Member mad_e
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man who has his moral courage to
about something wrong that he
has spoken. But , Sir, I am sorry, his insinuation within this
remark which he made that jands were disposed of just to avoid
the Land Ceiling Act is of very micall ldture. I can tell vou,
Sir, in this Housc that I am not mecail and that I aim above

meaniiess.

pointed that there is a
demonstrate in this Housc

Thanking you, Sir.

Mr. MAHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) : G147
Trztad, Aty T geArF {a A (z7h SIS A= vl At w9 Hfecml |
<t @i oS fr w7 AT T4 ST 1 farsme fasia wstawa (469

Sat =@ics 42 49T T THCE i (e

stalz z[ameica g AETe L =Y i
Ttz cafo 5% 4 a1 aifE T o T AR “fafzion Tza (=0T
sta qica @t o A 7 Afadice wiAT TFE | wrE e cafen T
qad qyaAts atfeT A A ferr =4 Sfprw cofom 7azetd utyza T
o g prA AiEem AR S A9 P foms | Taf wAcds 4wy r=iad
B A 2ol | ’srr-rf?rh(.b?“ii o A glea A f‘:i?’:r afdzrg @< atfoe,
csfsa 4ty AwCE A sats cafs wtfa falvfos 1 vz 9ify wa o799

1 1 I | L LA | TER 7[Ad cacy | 4T

qmy fieedd FIT DI T s FfEATE, 5 9%
% o TACE At =i (Ao at7Als 0w ; PIUCHE G = A= @fo wipace
¢TI GER wia {wamed FfEACA catala =il aicst faaas4

ez Bfsrg | CACTT p e iy ) :
oot g wia qfmez 74 BT coranE AIFT AN AE wife s @i
etz 45 cFET TASERILTF THUFECE =T | iy 4%

glcaipT  FEA .
;’TT:ET::FIET-‘-’?]'T?E BAFITA (T 7[;f:T =fax ‘/PTE iz ;l)'\'[r?_| 1 AajE=E Al
oo afy feard g e AT T ATICANG 20 1T 28 1 d e 14
cﬂarr;n | e q% vy BT AT ﬂf’r‘hﬁ‘s BAFA ¢ T d el i,
1z w4 T2 FIeEl | pa=ira AT T G il A= sifFcaz fafasls awa9
ey ety %3, Ofe 4T 7Y MU 'fvffé Afe gt Ty wfarg | @2
i e (buffer stock) T2 >0 =M CTI 1T TRIYT FA T4 Wit 93
Sated FEce afsaicac® 12 e T 1 E W | I B 1 L B Ko7 A er a ol
s it tafR FiofwS BAFRT AR F1d7 ([ailure) 3fr =zsia
o i el 1 TR T DI RIS SheR % Fa ai a3
Featles aterdin Awad ALY Al FEAN TR ¥R celd T |
oot st w2 w3 SigA A TTEN BT RS arEE GIln ofzrle
(target) > =4 i 5123 2D ziwl@ cfd AT oz ¢z TME Iy |
f=5lcet 9 ¢4, 9% <4wT IaipT 7@%‘?1'

O e 2 9% e BT TP
Sfrs gaEE st pawa g T EE I i S e I

A e TS s oitEs afsEE ATFATA T wiAT % g F
1 e 9 L : = | G2 THCFE
W owbhs  Gifear et | |



1958] MOTION REGARDING SITUATION CREATED 1767
BY SHARP RISE IN PRICES AND SHORT
SUPPLY OF FOOD GRAINS ETC.

aify @ift agcaig Ffw Sfes F0 F@ | IFIAS TAIA 9 t5f+
srzd Ffte—F AT Gifeq A | o4 s A ARTedaan g HAf-
T3 Oiftm OF fasia s qeaia AfRssomce fis Sufos afys eFw
fom tztm | fFE 42 oFW (999 bASEE dwa dqiz frraE zea e ATeR
waa “ate Tate TEatdtel frat wasr Azt e fog wify ablw el
fafiate watem 0@ Tz, ST (fs FRaca aft freg 1 iR
fifirs o 3fias AmzaiE dfer s siedt foifieg, =0 T
APy | shers T wiate Afcy 9fifrs e @t TR eS| OR
Facdz wfm wify goqfe =f@ 4@ 417 =ife =ifie g% IMTe q29 T
e s cFEwca wify wieAre 4fs wfwm r fifws e SICIAS Y
aife cdfios 7 frm 2 | <fF fetR {1 ceem [ witg, C1R FRe
GFCHA (FCACTF Gl Ffaq AT |

aify wifi Acebe ofitg @, 4f0a fafite Tes 591 496 =9 afwg |
4% 5 495 FEACA pAFE T4y 020g | FAG orde TSl (eI Wiy |
Q% %7 TOT THE @t Agcd @3 e AT T 2fRE I @2
qural oy | culd 9mA (FmE A i ey Ay e o W% 999
coftata afh AT | @8 U e T erded AEh Igels (Fied (@, a2
q5AS Sb @R BN AT cdfala Fa wig, e werw smEe «? fife
firq AFRCT (Al Twzeas | Ui Ot pAwitd (FmE AL AT AT
JBIACA (B2 FA1 aQFI® waFE |

fifem @i Atz @I (orded eiNde grad FfafeE @, G R
4T bR OF AferT | A oedE dowdl bR o FAF  CIRAT vl
JivTied ceatch Fets worE qie 99 ate wdh | ofe wife am
9wtz (compaign) beiFe FFR CEry I— GFR ord AW a7
T wiF @4q ditel %3 SR 1 9ify 5 oed TG T &I Fres
dT-T AR TR e 9iE orts Siecs difes Wi @fo @i wTes
qivstela cziarch 99 gA47 T 1 B opfe ePRdn WM e e ) few
4 5 =f o T blTe oF 2,930 @4 @FF AF IR SHST 4f
TE CF TME ofiw 0,030 A4 @Fq | TR ACS 20y, AR AE-fs
T4 rrE | Oy e orfe awd TreeR T2e G hBIE 4 | 9up
ST cifs 67 iRl | o2 Tiite staes (s FiEeE il wrrs fFefy

divTiels Ffeate  wEewzeed | AfwE @ oF@S  ARER azcapet
wtghF Ol saFEd A date @rE zcart fraca FEa frm siehw | oy
aiE TR e wRE At | @2 S (e i Aiw q99

Atz A7 8o fm i vty (9§ ST 4fs FfET A= TR | O
T cofta w1 | fe o A 1w @R W@ Tes el WoacreeH
N o1 cdAfsrmas cdfs Fa wfn fMeacered costrrea sifagd <y Sestr
=37 AtfRcerered || WiF AMS 13 IS TR 2 acete |

ff e Ffim Tifor 20T AT S(i6fy ooy | frw Sarmi
S15fit wea afw sazets TECD 161 (S St Fa sifaceczren corazia
o7 @5 ste zacEced | 929 9164 Gl 99 956 cras duplication
70 | o8 Fiacd TfM et TwS 9B (4fs ware wfys eww fww 94

st FfITA |



1768 MOTION REGARDING SITUATION CREATED [271H MaRr,
BY SHARP RISE IN PRICES AND SHORT
SUPPLY OF FOOD GRAINS ETC.

Otfe attg @ fH=gtm st 5F49 96 SleT T ¢oey (F, T
wifgaa wtzmes witfe aga aifeaifer =tew faair cdfea it cfeus 2o
fm 1 @2 Wz faates wa9 sfancss aEE TEE uffEa siee Ji6
qEFM ¢z a1 AT ablE oeE T AT AfHaE it e arew e
Ttfee =t 7gatz cdfs Fare ofF Az ElE Sl Fift e g SIE
92 A AT edms siedtm 7 dRFST AlitE AW czwam aifir |0 92
atzq fFEtFa af@ wife wEE fGEdm orEE w9iEg e crln aEEE
ai<h fwee | fa 9@z =il womm wlm fT9atTs == gy gistm 9ad
TR fEtes gadtm catwa i TiE M dffFere ufs a0 e 9l
G 9vd wgatdt @F fTElE Giza aase F{Ear aifta | o sEcd 9ife
T AETE ebaT Glia fiEw w9 fFdwa e oty et 8 | Adfers
97 Tt ANAtaEcEd pAawlca farat TN s citiains atsww gzcald
frata wfaan fecar @ Fem TS F4D 93T ATt 59wl gmrhe AAR

exll

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Ior this dechate no time
limit has been fixed. So, I think it is better to fix the time
limit for every hon. Member who wants to participate in this
debate. I find several hon. Mecmbers who want to speak on
this subject. I think this dcbate can cover the whole day.

_ *Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) :
BCSIS:IGS this subject there arc other items for Private Members’
Business.

“M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food
and Agriculture) : I may point out, Sir, that my rcply to
this debate will take about onc and a half hours when it is going
to be a full-dressed debate to-day.

.. Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : If the Minister-in-charge
will take about one and a half hours then the time for the hon.
2_§611bers who want to spcak this subject may be fixed upto
S fhp'%' and then the How’ble Minister will reply. So,
e € desire of the House to fix the time for the hon. Members

01; P 2-30 p.m. and if that is so, then I can fix the time limit

© every hon. Member who wants to speak on this subject.

Is it the desitre of the House to finish it ko-day &
Voice:!——-Ye& Sir.

*g .
Mr. Dont NILMONEY ~BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh):
subject ang Speaker, Sir, we had a full-dress dcbate on  this

We want that the debate should be conclusive.

—_—
S

*Speech n .t eorrected.
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For this purpose Government should be given a chance to
reply. I would request the Deputy Speaker, to impose a time
limit on the speeches and see that repetitions are avoided. In
some of the subsequent speeches we find that contrary to rules,
there have been repetitions of the same thing.

Mzx. DEPUTY SPEAKER : That’s true. I think every
specaker should have 10 minutes only, so that all the Members
who intend to speak, may finish by 2-30 leaving one and half-
hours for the Minister to reply. I hope there will also be no
repetitions as Mr. Barthakur has pointed out.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : T
SoltgTF TCEivE, 9 catd AT AT sk T 8 faw Wi divy iR
FaicaATeS 2 gfww 4f7 AttEs™ 07 Wity @ @i 4wy Regeon s
Fraardl z9 A | :

T2 TG GrF FUR e Fiaa s, @rrg  F w0 2oy
209l ICEsTl (2w |

RIEISRCINIE VS I RISES S ER S B AU ERL CE R Elao O R B
ATE | AT AiNT T OFd weecE 984, § AAEeEsry e | sifers
(FHIY GAFNAG TAF TG T9F 2190 GILy | GIhE Slres v
Byd ¢zcz @fem IMATE B¥d %92 | e 9biT sawiE fAfFEts 9 isfa
1 [AoR0) I G B B e A i ) 1 o e e ) B S b h e Tn ol

1 28F, Y595->580 b7w I AT THTG TGS IFAT Tza AHW0H
AR opid zifvcefem | o2 43R gfow o 7w i@ 1% 1 3 zes,
737 497 BRI (Faw O SlTs deerd WbEpTE |0 Tt e
Afeeeaiy i@ qavd afeazs ¢zg | @i I 92 TN aGAsm waig
TE AT |

g e dimitelie @ e W IgfeT wiieifme | R
26F, T 4347 AlCAlST 1 9FEA 9T [T TSe t20s at g e
Toltel @ witasm e | 9ift GRtE IR RAT vta wmr eren
5IFITT ©iF IS F9F A @ FIE FIT TNEDT FlEIT

vAdE  EATeie QT GRlE dld AR @y, g FE @
“It i3 a fact that our food peclicy has pProved successful
and therc has been noticed a reduction in the prices of
food. Our apponents has condemned the food policy and have
alleged that our food policy has been a fajlyre. This is abso-
lutely wrong.”” @i 7eiw 92 M. P. 907 (o077 saret g oIt FEeE |
93 T AT g GF FA FI A B '
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Tifeds stta wcaEem Ffhate | afeds TiEem saiat varFss e 4 Ao
WHLFZ TOF SCALE AI@HS Sita FHF AAcAleT Falch) vafewa w411 9aed
Tt flatateta ate et o 47Et aezecal fRrantetan o siacd 18 o e F90d
‘-EETT"-?TZTQ‘]—- —f‘?ﬁg AFCA] ’Sf(bf”zf‘ﬁ? :”z{‘r.?«_h’j' B ¢l ts w9 9f5 sicdat | 94T
TR <[ifEn sfETE 94w BT AT Wity | cstdes | caTw 9tE Al
FTe @, ST (ITATS C(FCN TqAMEA FA) T2 )

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : How is it relevent to the
debate ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, food
and Agriculture): He was as replying to  Shri Gaurisankar
Bhattacharyya

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : It was for Mr. Chaliha,
the Chief Minister, to give a personal explanation when thought
1t necessary, and not for you.

. Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) : At T2
AFE | IR T A4NT Bedivas wEmd ata AAfacs | gt @FAAFIEAT
TeAtea ofate pawlFt Grazing  Rescrve fEiws #= sasiE 8512
@ =oh terg | g emE bR cdfsaw Awaw s e BEelE 12
CIFTFAT @Er4=AIFRT Tt e sf@es | Flaatses (etae) AT pAFII-
R IR A T A 4 amem S wnE cdfens agas fread o @
P BT FaAR fim wfies |1 R 2 @8 fErg o ish et atfe
fe sz Soel wd wam wien ud A '

o 712 st @, fafF=s o @ 7% Wiy o fere i e

T atat wre fafiete carfey feors @1 VLG.R. wie P.G.R. it o1F

f*?“‘*’ T Amtrgr s ¢ oAl | frw cwds wfEa cefeae

T T Maiest | wost S M SR qemEis s gt THES
T feata are == =Ateet | '* )

Sir, <fresistay e?rr'f a, " DemOf{lstrator AqAS, cFam @D
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Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) :
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is very true that our country is
passing through a food shortage and that there has been ab-
normal rise in prices. This question has been discussed not
only in conncction with this debate but practically during the
whole Session in connection with various items and various
topics.

Now, Sir, it is a fact that there is scarcity of food. It 1is
also a fact that there is abnormal rise in prices of the commodities
of foodstuff, but however long we may discuss the problem
and we may make onc party responsible or the other party
rcsponsiblc but the core of the problem remains and it is to my
mind is now to increase food production and to study the causes
why there is s0 much scarcity of food. It is said by some of the
freinds here that there is abundance of food in the state but if
we look to the districts we find that Assam was never Self-suffi-
cient in food. Almost all the items of food except rice had to
be procured from outside. ~So for as the Brahmaputra.
Valley districts are concerned it might have been a fact in point
of rice but so far as the whole of Assam is concerned as an unit
it was never self-sufficient in food.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) 3
Wherefrom the hon. Member collected those figures ?

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI : We have
already seen that whenever we speak abecut statistics, we are
merely laughed at, so I am not going te give statistics but
refer to experiences only.

Before the Great War we did not experience so much
scarcity of food and prices of food were also normal, My
friends will perhaps bear me ovt that in those days we had
sufficient stock coming to the Statc from outside  We got food
from different parts of the country 1n normal trade channels,
as at that time there was 1o scarcity of food. In our State we
have got a large percentage of non-producer consumers. For
instance, tea garden labourers and labourers that are employee;
iy different industries and also casual labour who i
to the State during the winter for periodic works. We find
that formerly a particular kind of rice, coarse rice, was imported
and not produced here, was commonly used by these labourers.
Huge stocks of this rice camc from East Bengal and from Burma
such as Balam rice. From MEU}IPLIF qlso we got a lot. In
those days for these reasons the price of rice was normal and rice
was available in abundance. Now, we are experiencing so
much scarcity for sev eral reasons, one of them is that the normal
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output of rice has gone down due to inclemency of weather.
It secms just after the great carthquake the periodic weather
not moving favourably and at the time when rain is neces-
there is no rain or there is scanty
If we want

is
sary for cultivation cither
of rain or there is abundance of rain causing flood.
to give stress for going for more culiivation for food production
we will have to sce (o this aspect of the question of water supply
to the fields. So far our agricvlture was dependent upon the
bounties of maturc but from the nature of things as we have
experienced for the last three or four consequtive, years sole
dependence on naturc has.h{-ron_u- risky and deceptive. We
will have to sce also that irrigation and embankments which
are done by the Government arc doune properly and scienti-
fically so that we do not have o repea the history of the devas-
tating floods caused in the North Kamrup due faulty Bunds
and faulty irrigation. There 1t was found that for these faulty
construction of Bunds and irrigation channels cither there were

in the ficlds. - So, we must be

flood or there wcre 10 water ‘
on our guard against the adverse eflects of irrigation.

I beg to givesomc suggestions in this connection regarding

the problem of supply of watcr, as i the short time at my dis-
osal I shall not be able to _dcill' with the other problems.
I will speak mainly about “l,"a-tlcr SUPPIY- There is not only
.carcity of watcr 111.the paddy ficlds but there is also the csarcity
A - for drinking purposc. I would suggest that instead
of wate for small irrigation projects, we should examine whe-
2ot e an excavate some Nnew ponds or reclaim or excavate
e Cccl ancient tanks and if we do this we will go a great
the old aIII this water problem to a grcat extent.  These ponds
way to solve avlafed in the out skirts of the villages near the
aiig ol L ICdXC and they will serve the purpose of dams from
G can be pumped out to the paddy fields and for
which W;]lt'erqtions also. This will not only help in pumping
other cu tflnf felds but this will also supply plenty of drinking
xzf{g tOItt};inka Government should consider this aspect of the

# 'ments concerned should undertake
s nd the Departmene un
P edite for excavating ponds and reclaiming old

immediate survey o ; 3
ponds for supply of drinking water and pumping water to
the ficlds.

Then, Sir, T want to speak another important point. Recently,
Rs. 39 lakhs have been a].lottc?d_ f_br the intensive cultivation
of Ahu crop but in my Sub-division I have learnt from actual
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cultivators that the amount given to them from this fund some
portion is allotted for purchasing seeds and certain amount is
me=ant for purchase of fc;rtiliscrs, but due to the scarcity of ferti-
liser and due to the fact that in many cases a villager has to go
15 1020 miles to bring a few seers of fertiliser, the villagers
have failed to take advantage of this money. It is found that
godowns for storing fertilisers are situated far apart of each other
and if the Government want that the villagers should take
advantage of this moncy more godowns for storage of fertilisers
should be made, say one godown in each Mouza. Every
Rural Panchayat should have at their disposal one godown
for storage of seeds and fertilisers and this will satisfy the need.
If this can be done then the cultivators also will be able to collect
feritlisers casily without iravelling miles for it. I hope, Govern-
ment will do this needful thing. Much has been said about
the Agricultural Department and I need not enter into them.
Government will consider these facts also.

With these words, I resume my seat.

Shri BHUBAN CHANDRA PRADHANI (Golakganj) :

I want to speak for two or three minutes.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): I want to
speak also for two or three minutes.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr. Borthakur, how much
time you will take to reply ?

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) :Fifteen

minutes will do for me.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Of the two hours, 15
minutes will be aken by Shri Nilmoney Barthakur, 11 hours
by the Minister and the-other 15 minutes can be taken by other
hon. Members.

(Adj ournment)

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.y.

After Lunch.

(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair)
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Mr. DEPUTY S_PEAK-ER : Mr. Patwary. You are
allowed only for five minutes.

L

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery) : =il @4lrs
arztea, ey enta faca f1 motion =M 7w (7 famen wq «icm @, Wl
offw7 Ty AAtAlT g “dfatce 2w W‘ﬁf T wm A, e gaers 40
TrentE At 2eg g T ST A AT wEem At smem o st Aia-
ARFfErT a7 U7 FET GERE GEE 4w e amtam zA aRRa
watzibls SFAeA ARGl (77 WEE AT A wfe w981 o3l
piziial sifle | W0 Sised 4 Wit fﬁ;‘”m:ﬁ?ﬁ F fwiw (1, w9n© minor
irrigation AfaF=AM T4 FET MAFEH TTE dtwr gedw qprE R
S acel Acel A2 FA AT A, G eh-wifer protection Wi &S
asfara 4ty T AT T @R | Gt gwaty gz ke 50 2191
s aface ffFrz Si9 S@ 29,98« Bl 4 w|fEcs B fory | (pda (NEld
ap B o= T et fren, e 9 westenw o cdicen @, 649
GiEis 2,¢00 a4 743 odF Aty | oiEweE aifewss ciols atg o 9
T oot A ety (2 9iemits s sest g7 wfrn | acaed 9F
frptam woms frsa =@ =19 203 9 divy e seams wifs et 9fe
atg tem ifw, Stfa sres |

12 FEACA BATAT T2 TR AT A, AT T s rAcE 2T
wtsig AfRFEAT irrigation @i fTStcs of oifes Ee[fs wrE cattle-
fooda @777 «Efift Ff  AfFcacs 4wy ey smamg dde i
wtgata HAtfa g & o fgtn 1 A@dcs 93th Tme aife amifie a, A@R
A\t cA=T A, o1 A AT T Ay fsicy aymeiy wfEae qicd 971
pawica Ffaa #h | Supplyd  fFata cifm qmw et wtfee, 99
T ez etFacE wald FEtd o2 fEcn wree cpm qza | 9t 92
AFS IF TE  TAtATA TiedNatE F7 Aol wifom, frw cerds O AfFe 49
FECH (TrdwA (z TZ EANTCF FCA | "

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am very much pleased that a large
number_ of hon. Members of this House took part in the
b esolution regarding the critical situation of the State created
tﬁ’ the sharp rise in prices of foodstuffs. I am not going into

c det;}ﬂs of the different issues raised by the hon. Members
(:J:dta_kmg.an aggregate view they conclusively prove that the
e tslituatlon is not such as can be acceptable” to the peasants
and the Government. The rising prices have become a problem
makin a} Problem had to be tackled not only in the matter of
g E ©0d accessible to all but also in the implementation of

k esm €85 because if the prices rise we would not be able
to keep 50 per cent of the production. There may be differe-
nces of opinion, byt from the speeches of the hon. Members
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it is apparent thatsomething should have been done by Govern-
ment. There may be diflerences of opinion in degree no
doubt but not only in the hinterlands but also in the suburbs of
the towns it will be agreed that the rising trend in prices of
food is noticeable. We have seen even in the recent figures
that is the figures during the last two weeks that prices ol paddy
in Boko has gone up, in Dibrugarh the price has shot up to
Rs.14 per maund. If prices rise in this way the situation may
be such that famine may occur in certain areas. But the most
important point is that the food situation is not unforeseen.
When there is widespread drought in the districts, particularly
in the district of INowgong and when the droughts visited
several States of India, precautionary measures should have
been taken, But what are these measures excepting to create a
puffer stock of rice ? No serious step was taken by the Govern-
ment. The procurement target failed. 'The target should
have been higher as to defeat the purpose of hoarders and also
to cambat the recurring droughts, particularly after the recom-
mendations of the Mechta Enquiry Committee which conclu-
sively and clearly stated in unambiguous terms. Our embank-
ments are, to a certain extent, responsible for this drought and
during quesiion hour this morning, we have found that one
particular sluice gate gave way just a week or two after cons-
truction. The embankments and drainage were neglected by
Giovernment ; so our negligence could, to a great extent, con-
tribute to drought which at least could have been avoided.
The major issue which has been agreed upon by all the
Members and the Government and also by the Minister of
Agriculture in connection with his speech in the budget is that

" we must take measures to augment food production. To do

this, the most important issue is our problem of land reforms.
This problem should be taken up w1th‘ great earnestness because
it involves the most important issue of distributing Khas lands
of the zamindaris. We have failed and we can prove it that
whatever figures we have got f}_*om the .Stgltlstics Department
they are not reliable. At least 1 two districts statistics can be
supplicd. If the fallow lzmd.f; al}d the lands under thie Zatniie
daris are taken away and distributed to landless people, for
example, in the district of Cachar, there are fallow lands in the
tea gardens and in  all the Zamindari Khas Japds then the
problem of food situation could have been met to’a certain
extent. The Minister for Revenue referred tq landless and
landlords. Even if we leave out the two categories of landless

and practically 3 of these lands have already been disposed ot
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That means, food production in those arcas could have
been increased if these lands hiad been distributed to landless
cultivators, if’ necessary by ordinance, and I think, the pusitiop
of food in those areas would have be=n diflerent than what it is
today.

Among other measures that Government have been taking
to increase the food production, take for instance the distribution
of agricultural loans. But this agricultural loan has been more
a waste than a relief, because it never goes to the peasantin
time, it goes after the planting season is over. Regarding ferti-
lisers, there has been delay not only in the appuintment Cj[
agents but the whole mechanism of distribution of fertilisers 18
so defective that a man has to travel 10 to 15 miles to get @
share of this fertiliser. 'I'hese fertilisers should be stored in
almost every important centre so that villagers may have an
easy access to them. I am very much surprised at the state-
ment of the Hon’ble Agriculture Minister that 44 per cent of
our people are idle, that they do not work and that is why we
could not advance in the matter of food production. He put
all the blame on our people, but to my mind he did it only to
cover his own failinos. That may be his arginment but that
18 never a reality.  Our landless people have even gone to the
exXtent of squatting on grazing and forest reserves, 1hey want
plough cattie and other implements to till the land and it 1S
not t_he question of their idleness, it is Government’s failure tO
provide them with land and agricultural implements. As to
other measures which are very imp-rtant, for example, cheap
grain stores, Government has not run them in proper clirection-

D running these stores the principle for which these stores are
rril\a}de 1s not-ac_lhf:red to in most cases. Il:l the villages the quo_tﬂ
glven 1s not intended to cover the requirements of the enure
People which is not the purpose of the cheap grain shop. It
Cinnota take the place of complete rationing in a certain area.

BCE;}QOS% 1s to V\_Jard_ off starvation and to stabilize prices.
; ouldO};Ct e distribution of quota from a cheap grain shop

effardi'e Su1Ch as to fqrce th_e prices c_lown as far as 131."act10ab1_€-
S i iﬂ‘gbt 1¢e regulation of prices, it may be that in cerL?.llll
State Goir eyond the control of the State (JOVCI"I']I’I]?ll.t but the
o o ;cimne_nt_ could 1};—1ve takelj measures to prohibit spcculzll-
taking the Si_StufT In our State.  We have seen how some_pcol;_ﬁ
e 1ghtest pretext raise the prices. If there be ditficulty

gelling wagons, if there be transport bottle-neck, if there be
any disaster in the rail line for which food-stuff could not be trans-
ported there could be some Justification for the rise of prices.
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Even then in such cases, if Government had taken prompt and
timely measures this could have been stopped but as we know
our Government never take action until a thing takes a serious
turn. Then again, in most cases as in the case of sugar,
Government wash the hands of their responsibilities because
there is no price control for a certain commodity. Because
sugar is an uncontrolled commodity Government said they could
not do anything beyond making wagons available. Such an
attitude on the part of the Government does not give us any
hope that the Government is very serious about controlling prices
and regulating prices let alone stabilizing them. Therefore my

suggestion in this, Sir.......

M, MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture and Food): Does the hon. Member suggest that
there should be control in dealing with all commodities in the

State ?

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): I do
not rule out control although indiscriminate application of
control orders is neither helpful nor healthy. So it is up to the
Government to see if a situation arises where control is neces-
sary, where an essential commodity should be controlled, but
i this respect a total control or a total decontrol, I think, will
not solve our problem. In both these extremes there are exi-
gencies. So Government should take a weli-measured policy in
regard to particular commodities the supply of which comes
from outside, i.e. «ther States and if neccessary that particular
commodity should be controlled and its control and distribution
should be watched carefully by the Government.

Regarding other measurcs, immediatel_y Government should
take measure to stop all evictions from agricultural land and to
have planned settlement pending comprehensive legislation in

that direction, otherwise series of struggles will go on and we

cannot expect our poor agriculturists to come to Court for

relief. Those who do not have a squarc meal, they cannot bear
the expense of running a civil suit. If we are at all serjous
about solving the food problem and augment food production
we should immediately take steps 1n that direction. 5

About irrigation, I think Government should institute
departmental enquiry into the conditions of our embankments
and sluice gates so that experts may get an  opportunity to go
into the whole question. I believe these embankments and
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drainage leave much to be expected. In most cases they have
been mechanical. In certain districis they have dome more
harm than good. Floods oi the Brahmaputra also give food to
more pcople than they roblied, In Nowgong district, particus
larly in the northern part of’ Nowgong district, the embankment
was definitely responsible for drought in that area.

Regarding the improved me thod ofcultivation and distribu-
tion of improved seeds, the Agriculture Denartment has been
tackling the problem as if to keep a scheme ;;'ning on. With the
present seed farms and research siations it is not possible 10
diSt[‘ibUtC ii]’]l)l'f)‘."('.(l VEIZ'iCLy (')[' seeds ceven to one (ii,‘i[i'i('-l,- 'J'hC!'C‘
fore a correct step in that direction would be to select pm'tiuulal'
areas and saturate those arcas with improved variety so that We
can eliminate all bad varities in  due course. Only by that
meyhod in a planned period we shall be able to saturate the
entire areas with improved sceds otherwise the quality of the
paddy will be going down and down because in case of paddy

it degenerates after a period of 5 years,

h 'I?h.en as regards procurement, even now procurem{’-“t
should be continued and the target of procurement might e
extended to 20 lakh maunds. 1 think even now it is Possjblcl
we take measurc: to control the hoard of grain dealers who have
already hoarded the marketable surplus. Even now it is possib¢
to seize some  such stocks and purchase them at (overnment
price. If these measures are immediately taken and couplec
with the relief we expect from the Centre, we may be able t©
ward off starvation in our State for the SRS i year.

Fooé\l' MOINI.JL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (M_inister;
CRiFe ﬂind Agrnculture) : Mr. Deputy Spcakcl‘, Sll',I aﬂl
Nilmgle.y sorry that I was absent in the House when hé
Bui ney Borthakur moved his Motion on 13th March_195 i
: ha\fﬁ? read all the speeches delivered on that day in the
ouse.  Sir, I find cvery manner of criticisms werc made
tis([,nsomccalr\:l,fnib‘;rs agai?.ﬂ the EO\-’crﬁment. I;l thids CI;)HHSIC;

: -an't help mentioning that the part playe y
fvj;:ng]:I'Shr_l Mohi Kanta Das, had surpas]sed C\?CI";: body. Hl?
tural gy dCI’;tIcal of the Government activities in the agrlcul
around I(i)Od spheres. He finds starvation and hunger -ae
agricul£urq1 e finds the activities of the Government in t :
YR fl sector without any thought. While a recent neo
) on,  Member was describing the Government
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policy as “When Rome was burning Nero was fiddling’’ for-
getting the implication of his own statement, viz., that he
himself had become a subscriber to the same policy after
knowing and seeing the same for at least 6 years. At that time
my Fricnd, Shri Das, in order to keep the parity with his surname
said that he should describe it as when people were starving,
Government was ‘figuring’ meaning thereby, by that wonder-
ful English of his, that the Government were supplying base-
less figures. This hon, gentleman spoke almost in the same
vein in the debate on Governor’s address. But I did not
rake him seriously because T thought he would correct him-
self for future by trying to realise the implications of his
activities. Surely, the House remembers the speeches deliver-
ed by my Friend, Shri Das, as a Deputy Minister till the last
Segsion  particularly those delivered by him to thank the
Governor on his successive addresses. He used to see then
houey and flower all around. He was known then as a mem-
ber specialised in using hyperbolic  language to praise the
Gevernmental activities.  What has happened within  these
thres months except that he was not occupying the seat just be-
hind the Chief Minister, to sce every thing dry all around,
I would not have taken his speech so scriously unless it would
have raiscd a serious question of public moral-public conduct
expected of an hon.  Member of this hon. House. Can
an  ex-1.lember of the Government be allowed to speak in two
languages on the same policy after he ceases to be a member
of the Government not by resignation differing on the policy
iself 7 Shri Das as a Depuly Minister was connected with
the agricuitural extension work in the Community Project
and also in the Veterinary Department for 6 years. Does he
mean to say that he drew his salaries without any work or
associating himsell with  such work as described by him ?
Did he ever, cither in writing or verbally, speak either in the
House or to the last Chief binister, Shri Medhi, against the
policies persued .by the Government (.)f 11-?.,5, of Whicﬁ) e wagia
part ? Rather which he spoke then was in high flown language in
favour of the Government. As my Deputy Minister in the Veteri-
nary Department, although it was for a shor Pei‘iod he never
spoke to me against any policies of the Government U?}lcrmll e
particularly of that Department. By his present speec] : he
is not only expressing against himself an hiskothc{*pc?)el(;(:dues
but glving scope rlt..o l;}l(fl 1)ef)Ple to think that what he sl?oke
even three tonths Dakk were baseless statements. Apparent-
ly heis gomng so relying on the famous saying that public
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memory is short but Shri Das should know that his past
action is not so old as to judgze where lies truth whether
in his present statements or in his past ones. I would
advise him not to make himself * * in  cagerness
to be so called eflective speaker particularly to indulge
in that kind of idiosyncracy which he is possibly considering
as good humours I am sory, T have to make these remarks
in his absence, but I can’t help it.

Sir, I would not have wasted the time of the House in
these small matters but I can’t help referring to the Drain
Inspector like conduct of" Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya who
has a wonderful knack of using vulgar and abusive langnage... ..

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (sauhati):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Minister has used the word
yplgar™. This is muost un’p,u*]uum:niury li_lllguagfz_ thn Rl
ferring to other 111017)1;(:1"5 s]‘)ccc-‘.h. the D\’I:llllslcr is using Il_lu
epithet cyulgar’”.  Whether this is done in the capacity of a
Minister, it dees not matter. I am drawing your attention
that he should withdraw the word vulgar.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : This is an unparliamentary

Janguage, the Hon’ble Minister will please withdraw it.

p. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,

d and Agricultun”e) : I‘ withdraw it, Sir. My Friend, Shr1
Foa acharyya has a wonderful knack of using abusive language
Bhatlafc 1'c:ni;btinfr the integrity of others particularly by im-
and_ e tive because of his perversity of judging others by
phig mci_a ricious and stunted standard. The man who is
-hls Ow;)]] 5fp :113prcciating humours, as had been seen in this
1ncapa nh'lc debate on  Governor’s address took place, 18
Ho‘use i lrcady to sparc three months old Chief Minister.
{I/\(]);:lileev‘(:f:gscribi'nq the Chiel Minister as a good man, he not
only brought in the name ot his tea garden and his pro-
fassion, as | a tea planter but also  added that what sort
of man the Chiel Ministér was Judged  from the company
he kept, uviz-—-the merchants ot Gauhati from whom he
was alleged to have had realised subscriptions over a lakh of
rupees, presumably as Gongress President for the Congress
Session. Every day in a temple or Church many people go to
say their prayers but for that the temple or the Church do not
become poluted. Many people pay subscriptions voluntarily

et 5 iy

*Hxpunged by the orders of the Chair.
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to Congress but for that reason Congress is not answerable
for all their conduct. I am sure Shri Bhattacharyya does not
care for my advice, asa maiter of fact anybody else, unless
branded in Russia. Yet I must tell him to he more decent in his
conduct at least in this House. He may compare his speech with
Shri Nilmoney Borthakur whose expcrience in this House is of
only a year compared to his six years.

Sir, now I would like to reply to the debate. The
speeches can be divided into two parts, 2:z., the rise of prices
and the activities of the Government with regard to agricul-
ture in its wide connotation. I have alrcady spoken yesterday
about agriculture, hence I would not reply to-day on that
unless required by any special circumstances.  Now, Sir, I will
take up the question on price situation. I will place before the
House some facts. It is true to-day the country is suffering
from rise in prices but this is not only with regard to food-
stufls. There is a general tendency of inflation in the country.
I would Ilike to bring it to the notice of the House that there
is increased tempo of investments. We are spending large
sums of money for setting up industrics and for various types
of nation building activities. It will be seen from the follow-
ing figures as to the nature of the increased tempo of invest-
ment. In 1953 to 1954 it was Rs.343 croves ; in 1954 to 1855
Rs.476 creres. in 1955 to 1956 Rs.667 crores and in 1956 to
1957 761 crores of rupees. Thus, you will see that the tempo
of investment for the nation building activities is on the in-
crease all along. With itif you consider Sir, the question of
deficit financing you will find that this is also on the increase.
In 1953 to 1954, the amount of deficit financing was Rs.78 crores,
in 1954 to 1955 Rs.93 crores, in 1955 to 1956 Rs.180 croves and
in 1956 to 1957 253 crores of rupees; this is also on the in-
crease all along. So long I am s_peakmg ol public sector, Along
with it we find, there is expansion of Bank credit too. TFrom
the initial level of 494-2 crores in 1953 to 1954 the rige in 1954
to 1955 was by Rs.589 crores, in 1955 to 1956 by Rs.79'4 crores
and in 1956 to 1957 by Rs.149.2 crores. Tlep there is, Sir
the question of adverse balance ol trade in India (he deficit >
1956 to 1957 was Rs.29l§ crores‘and.m 1957 to 1958the advetie
balance of trade may be more. In the country, to-day you
Wﬂ! find, there has been a grcat increase n money supply
which has gone up from Rs.19940 cropeg o’ 31st LNl Seety
1954., to Rs.?,_'MO crore; on 31st August, 1957, Now if we go to
consider the implications of the availability of all these money

in the country then it will explain as to the reasoms for the
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inflation. Now on the contrary on the demand side veu will find
that the purchasing power of the public all over India had
been going up steadily and very nmuich because of the increase
in supply of money wiith the public. "The money with the
public in 1950 to 1951, was Rs. 1,980 crores; Rs.1.804 crores in
1951 to 1952 and this went on increasing as follows :

1952-53 .. 1765 crores
1953-54 ... 1794 -
1954-55 - auy, LOEEL "
1955-56 53 oo 2184 . 4
1956-57 2 o o 2813

Now, Sir, due to the increased @mount of money in the
hands of the public, ‘-hj-‘f have cot the increased purchasing
capacity. Coupled with  these high  income clasticity of
demand for the food grains of the bulk of Indian population
who live on marginal level) the change in the volume and pat-
tern of food consumption, and increased taking of cerjals have
added to the situation. "The oth:r (‘|ny I gave an (.‘X;ll'lli)lc ihat
it we incrcase our food consminption by one  oynce o day, the
total damand on the nation will be 4 million (ons a year. In
fact you will find that the tempo of industrialisation and urbani-
sation in the country has not only changed the food habit of
the people but also  shilted the cconomic bhalunce to a great
extent to urban areas where there 1s no question of agricultural
production. Furthermore, Siv, there is o greater propensiy
to stock foodgrains to-day, as I suid the other day which will
be seen from the advance made 1y the Schedule Bank on food-
grains to the public. These are on the increase as  stated

below :—.
General (on foodgrains) Against paddy
and rice only
May 1955 B . i 18-85 crores 10-8 crores
May 1956 3867 ,, 225 &
May 1957 42:52 |, 216 &

Paddy hypothecated was 4929 thousand ton, 8152 and
647 tons, in 1955, 1056 and 1957 respectively,
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Then the population is on the increcase. As against it there
is a tendency for the speculators to hoard. Because of the
existence of neighbouring countries such as Pakistan, Ceylon,
Goa, etc., where there are wide variations of prices of foodgrains,
there is the propensity to hoard and to smuggle. That is one of
the reasons for which we have been fighting with the colonial
imperialism in Goa, which is a great source of blackmarketing
for the Indian goods.

Now, Sir, I was discussing the other day the part of the
Assam cultivator in the field of production and pointed out
certain difficulties. But my Friend, Shri Barthakur, had com-
pletely misunderstood my views when he described it saying that
I had thrown all blame for shortage on the people alone. I
never throw all the blame on the people. I pointed out to
the House that about 24 per cent of the population in Assam
do not produce anything. I pointed out that possibly only
about 25 per cent of the population do take part in agriculture
seriously and the rest are dependent upon them. I also
pointed out that the area under cultivation compared to the
total arca of Assam was rather meagre. I further said that if
we put in maximum efforts the production would be increased
to a great extent. I quoted figures to substantiate all these.
My intention was not to play with the gallary, as many, are
accustomed to do it. I said that there was no point in blaming
the Government alone without taking into account all these
factors. Along with these facts, as I said in my specch on the
debate on Governor’s address, the marketable surplus in the
country was extremely short. There is increased capacity of
the agriculturists to hold his goods becausc of the rise in price,
resulting in increse in his total earning-gross earning, because
sale of smaller quantities of his production helps him to meet
his contractual obligations. Apart from this due to the tempo
of nation building activities, he has the subsidiary income jp the
shape of cottage industries and such other avenues of income.
These facts, coupled with the facilities he gets to haye loans
from co-operative Bank and the Government, he ig to-day in a
much better position to spend than ever before. To-day there
is a class of cultivators who have much greater capacity to
hoard than ever before. Due to the abolition of intermedizries
they have now become owner of the lands. The former inter-
mediaries are now rich cultwatqrs who have better holding
powers. In these circumstances, if we consider these facts. we
get one more reason for the increase in the Pprice, :
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Now, Sir, if you consider the figure of import, it will be
found as follows :—

1951 &% ‘4 ... 4-7 million tons$
1952 ve B9 5
1954 ) i s OB &

1955 =% s, DFT a5

1956 oo 174 "
1957

... 37 orso

Thus the total availability of grains both {from the Ibgcigll

sources as well as from the internal sources in  the country 18 as
follows:

Total available  population per capia
(million ton) (million) per day.
1954 ... 6950 377-1 181 OZ
1955 68-37 382-4, 1776
1956 67-28 3874 171
1957 i qY75 392-4. 18

In Assam the present increase of per capita per day con-
sumption is from 18 oz. in 1950 to 21 oz. in 1957. If we take
into account all the factors which have contributed to the 11s€
In prices in India as a whole, the position of Assam, which 18
Sttuated in a corner of India, having no transport and suc
othe;r facilities, can be easily appreciated. Now, what 18 the
availability of supply of rice 1n Assam to-day? The whole pro-

uction is 17-07 lakh tons in 1956-57. How much of it has
come to the market ? Sir, while defending the Gove;nmCﬂt
.f;lrllc}’, the other day, I pointed out that the increase I tll‘llff
'tionpob()f de_velppment, urbanisation and gj:owth in ’ghe popue*r
i oth indigenous as well as lloating, staying po:lv r(i
of Tho se of Income, ch.alnge of foed hablts‘ and 1mprovcd stan %he
ot ng have had their sure repercussions not only on &

e and pattern of consumption, but also on the per capita

fi(zns}lmp;ion of rice in Assam in recent years and their availabl”
'Y In the market, On the other hand, as I said that due t©
drought

and also because of the difficulties created by the

embankment, a 1ot of arcas have gone out of or under Pro-
duction,
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I can tell my honourable Friends that due fo drought alone
it is estimated we are going to sufler to the tune of 1,08,617 tons
in the year ending 31st March 1958, Now consiquently, while
potential demand has strengthencgi considerably in recent years
production has increased at marginal rate and the proportion of

roduce available for consumption has experienced a marked
shrinkage duc to the increase in the holdil}g capacity of the
farming population, specially of the substantial farmers.

Then , Sir, at its naturai raic of growth, the indigenous
opulation of Assam has increased from 90°43 lakhs in 1951 to
07-92 lakhs in 1957. Then to it if we add the floating popula-
tion then the increase must be from 9043 lakhs in 1951 to
about 99-72 lakhs in 1957. According to Family Budget
Enquiries conducted for different population groups by the
Department of Economics tnd Statistics, Assam, between 1950
and 1952, consumption of rice per adult consumption unit in

Assam was estimated at 18 oz. per day. On the basis of this
estimate, the consumption requirement of Assam in 1950-51 works
out at 13-66 lakh tons. Providing for the normal seed require-
ment of about 56 thousand tons, the State’s total requirement for
1950-51 stood at approximately 14-22 Jakh  tons. Even grant-
ing that the entire residue after allowing for seeds and wastage
was available for consumption which is not likely, it appears
that there was a deficit in the supply of rice in Assam to the
tune of about 12 thousand tons 1n 1950-51. Increase in the
income and growth in the populathn of the State_ during these
years has further intensified the strain on the available supply,
which in relative terms, has declined with the increase in a

farmer’s capacity to hold stocks. According to available infor-

mation, market arrivals in 1957 compare only about 60 per cent

of the previous year, though in ahsolute physical terms, the

production of rice tncreased from 16,060,446 tons in 1955-56 to

07.07,188 in 1956-57. According to the Foodgrains Enquiry
Committee, the consumption of f_‘OOdgl.amS has increased by
about 14 per cent during the First Five Year Plan period,
Consumption in Assam per adult consumption unit, according
to this estimate, has increased from about 18 0z. in 1950-51 to
about 21 oz. in 1957. Thus the total requirement in 1957 to
meet even the consumption dema nd stemming from the adult
population of Assam which has lllﬂl‘Caﬁed {rom 7416 lakhs in
1951 {0 about 8177 lakhs 1n 1957 at the mcreased rate of per
capita consumption, stands at about 17°57 lakh tons. This
added to the normal sced requirements, the total requirement
of the State works out at 18 25 lakh tons. The demand for rice
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in 1957 juxtaposed against the year’s produce of about 17 lakhs
tons reveal a deficit of about one lakh ton. Thus the unbalanced
character of supply in evidence in 1950-51 still remains unal-
tered. While rice production has increased during 1950-51 to
1956-57 by only about 21 per cent, consumption requirement
has increased by about 29 per cent. What is even embarrassing
and disquieting, market arrivals are steadily becoming slower
and smaller after harvest, consequent on improvement in the
holding capacity of farmers, who with the implementation of
various development schemes, have found subsidiary employ-
ment opportunities outside the farm, as I have referred to
earlier.

It follows from the foregoing remarks, potential demand
has in 1ecent years chronically outstripped available supply and
recourse had to be taken year in and year cut during the Plan
period to import food grains in considerable measures as @
corrective to the persistent imbalance. Even in 1957, with
the 1956-57 production of about 17 lakh tons, which inciden-
tally is the peak figure since the great Carlhclua’kc imports t0
the extent of about 83 thousand tons had to be undertaken
to peg down the price of rice in Assam,

Sir, with this background, in mind, if we consider also
the short-term steps, those have been undertaken by the Govern-
, then we may be able to appreciate the whole position.

As I have said that we have arranged for an allotment O
16 thousand tons of rice from the Government of Tndia an
the Government of India will be giving that rice. This year
they have increased the monthly allotment of Atta to 3,000
Maunds, apart from some quantity of Suji and Flour, etc., they
Yoould be giving. To supplement this we decided to procure
. lakh maunds of paddy. It has been suggested that this
arget should have bheen more and I am quite sure, the honoura-
ch mtgmbers will consider deeply whether there is any further
tryplf (()11‘ more procurement FrOI_n the open market. We shall
eeno Oubt.' In this connection, certain observations have
i made with regz}rd to_the fixation of prices of paddy and
and the delay in starting the procurement.
Cont?;i()e graft of the Assam Foodgrains (Licensing and
on 30tk rder, 1958, was sent  to the Government of Indl_a
BT VCt_ober 1957, _ As (Joverl}ment of India had to
oy tﬁrlous aspects 1 connection with the recommenda-
: ¢ Foodgrains Enquiry Committee there was s me
unavoidable clay in according their approval. Besides, the
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procurement prices had also to be notified by the Government
of India and they had to take into consideration various
circumstances relating to the entire country. The Price noti-
fication was published by them on 14th January 1958. Imme-
diataly steps were taken to start procurement and actual pro-
curement began in thelast part of Jauuary, 1958. It is well
known that just after harvest paddy remains too moist and
paddy purchased at that time involves considerable loss on
account of shrinkage. Naturally, prices immediately after the
harvest are a bit low. Still no reports were received to the
ellect that prices of paddy went below the economic level imme-
diately after the harvest.

Sir, my honourable Friend, Sri Barthakur, raised a point
that the price fixed for rice was too high as compared to paddy.
If I understood it corrcetly he said that if the price of paddy
was fixed at Rs.10°25 N.P. per maund the maximum price
of rice should be fixed at «s5.15°00 per maund. Since 1943
when the Government controlled food grains the price of rice
has hbeen fixed by adding Re.l per maund of paddy as milling
charge generally. The same principle remained in f(_)rce till
decontrol in 1954. The labour charges have since considerably
gonc up. Hence the fixation of milling charge at Re.l per
maund including bagging charges, etc., 1s notat all high. A
detailed breakup of the price of rice is as follows:—

Price of 1 maund paddy Rs. 1025 N.p.
Milling charge .. Rs. 1:00
Total e Rs. 11°25 N.p.
Therefore 25 seers of rice €OSts Rs. 11225 N,
Therefore 40 seers (1 maund) .. Rs. 18:00

(Outturn of rice per maund of paddy is 25 seers).

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Sir,
on a point of further information. Whether the average outturn
is 25 seers per maund ?

Food and Agriculture) : Yes, Sir, thatis the average.
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Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA : |[Patharkandi
(Reserved for Scheduled Castes)| iz 73wtz cdeF a@tZom
facace @zrwca sl wifs frafas wa wndss et wog atafacr  frafEs
wCd AAFIACEF ATfTCA 6T ¢

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,)
Food and Agriculture): Now Sir, certain criticisms have
been levelled against the fair price shops. Sir, I am giving
the position in this respect. In 1957 the number of
fair price shops rose to 1234 at the peak period. It started
from 670 shops. It was criticised that rice was not made avail-
able in the food grain shops. 1If that is so, then I do not
understand, how 38,000 tons of rice was distributed through
the shops and who took them. At present 858 fair price
shops are operating and in the month of last e bruary 2000
tons of rice was distributed through them. Tor the month of
March last 2,275 tons of rice was allotted. In all these cases
the rice is issucd at the subsidised price of Rs,18 per maund.
During February 13,387 maunds of rice were distributed through
150 fair price shops in Khasi and Jaintia Iills. 7,102 maunds
of rice were issued in the first part of the month of March apart
from free lifting from Shillong market. The total subsidised
rice issued in January and February, 1958 for Garo Hills
through 35 shops was 10,800 maunds. In Mizo Hills the
Cost of subsidy for transport alone for the food for the year
1956-57 was Rs.2,57,000 and this year so far spent amounts
to Rs.4,05,793.

. It hasbeen suggested that fair price shops should be
increased. For distribution of rice through them at subsidised
Price we require considerable quantities of rice, Last year;
38,000 tons of rice were allotted in different instalment in
addition to 7,000 tons for Naga Hills. Owing to scarcity of
ltfilceén the open market and dearth of ‘foreign exchange
fore thov(gﬁrnm_cnt of India have allotted only 16,000 tons of rice
¢ Iirst six months of the year. It is expected that more
q%antltles will be available in the last half of the year. This
ma‘{{?;nm‘ent had been pressing the Government of India for
e éosubstantlal quantities of rice available. Besides, the
e Order\;ernment have takeu up local procurement of paddy
in Aesary f}fpplement the Central Government stock of rice
the subsidise \11(:6 from locally procured paddy will be _1ssucd at
people at tﬁf' price of Rs.18 per maund. By issuing rice to the
, 18 rate we are going (o sustain a loss which may
TR g rupees. The number of fair price shops
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is not a static factor. All the local officers have been instruc-
ted to open fair price shops whenever nccessary. Thus it
will be seen that the number of fair price shops started during
the last year rose from 670 to more than 1,200. Although
this year the existing number of fair price shopsis 858 it will
surely go up during the lean inonths. Beside rice, Govern-
ment of India have allocated 3,000 tons of imported wheat
per month. A considerable portion of resultant _Atta 1s being
distributed through fair price shops. The main difficulty is
that People are reluctant to take Atta. In the present circumsta-
Nnces pec,plc should be pursuaded to take I]ilore .Atta to make
up the deficit in rice. Though there is difficulty about
imported rice we have been assured by the Government of
India that as regards imported wheat there may be no such

difficulty.

There were criticisms that apart from procurement
nothing has been done to tide over the food situation. I
will give some figures about the increcase in Boro cultivation
due to the facilities given in the shape of power pums and
concession in charges. In 1955-56, 11,270 acres of land
were cultivated with Boro paddy. In 1956-57, 18,010 acres of
land were cultivated and in 1957-58 the area will be double.
We have allowed permission temporarily to cultivate low land
with Boro paddy in Forest reserves. Besides these, we had
issued agricultural loan to the tunc of about 67 lakhs of
rupees from 1954-55 to 1957-58 in addition to the gratutious
relief amounting to about 38 lakhs and 202 lakhs in the co-oper-
ative Sector for the same period apart from the 37  lakhs
Grow More Tood loan issued recqntly- About all these I do
not want to repeat what I have said on the othe'r day. I hope
the entire money for Grow More l‘pod loan is going to he
utilised propely for the food production.

Rev. Nichols-Roy raised the question of the hills areas.
Sir, I gave figures in this conncction on the other day and I
do not want fo repeat them to-day. But I can assure him that
whatever possible in this respect will be done. All his sugges-
tions will be kept in mind by the Government,

The other day I spoke about the steps taken to jmprove
matter in the Agriculture Department but I do not want to
repeat the same although most of the debate was focussed on the
programme of the Agriculture Department, 1 also agree with
the hon. Members that the success of the food policy would
mainly depend on our capacily to produce more food.
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Now, Sir, what is the position about whole-sale prices ?
The year 1957 opened with a somscwhat subdued tone——the index
number of wholesale prices, which in December 1956 stood
at the year’s peak of 132, receded by no less than 2 points in
January, 1957 (Base 1953—100) and this downward trend
persisted till March. This fall in the index was induced bv fall
in the prices of commodities other than cereals. The whole-
sale price of rice which stood at Rs.24°37 per maund in Decem-
ber, 1956 firmed up to Rs.24'81 in March, 1957. The index
number of wholesale prices resumed the upward trend visible in
1956 and uptrend continued till September when the index
touched the 1957 peak at 135_3, which was 3 points higher than
1956 peak at 132. The ricc in the index number of wholesale
prices in evidence since March was initiated and maintained
mainly by the contlnucgl strcngth(nung of the price of rice till
September when the prices of rice ruled at about Rs.26 per
maund which represents the highest figure for 1957. The rising
trend in the index niumber experienced a smart reversal in
November when it declined from 135 in September to 134 in
October mainly on account of a fall in the wholesale price of
rice from about Rs.26 per maund in September to about Rs.24
in October. The index number of wholesale price
heavily swayed by the prices of rice. The downwar
trend in the index visible in October persisted till December,
when the index touched the lowest ﬁgure for 1957 at 127, and
was projected into 1958. This fall in the index was induced
by a change in the prices of rice for the better. The wholesale
rice of rice which ruled at about Rs.26 per maund in Septem:
ber declined to about Rs. 23 per maund in December and ruled
at about the December level till the end of February, 1958 on
account of arrival of new crop 1n the market. The month_Of
February witnessed a sharp and phenomenal rise in the price
of sugar on account of its shortsupply in Assam. The average
wholesale price of sugar 111 Assam which ruled at about Rs.39
per manud in January, 1958 smartly firmed up to about Rs.54
per maund in February. This change in the price of sugar,
however, could create practically no impression on the index
number of wholesale prices as the weight exerted by the rise
in the prices of sugar w1is more than counter-balanced by
decline in the prices of cereals, particularly rice. Consequent
on a fall in the prices of almost all agricultural commodities
including rice and paddy, the index number of wholesale prices
has slumped by no less than 5 points in January from the
December level of 127.

A ——

per maund
in Assam 1S
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Now, I come to retail prices. I will just compare the
prices of certain essential commodities.

Sir, the price of Sali paddy in March 1957 was Rs.12°56
per maund ; it is now Rs.11-25. The coarse quality of rice was
Rs.23°38 in March 1957, it is now Rs.22; Atta was Re.0°66
per seer in the same period, itis now Re.0"50 ; Arhar dal was
Re.062 per seer, now also it is Re.0°62 ; Masur dal was Re.0°66
1p{er seer, it is now Re.0°69 ; Salt was Re.0°17 per seer, it is now

A i [ o :

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Were
the prices collected from the Secretary, Supply, or from the

market ? :
M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food

and Agriculture): From the market, Sir.
(A Voice: As customers, we do not find these prices).

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Then, Sir,
mustard oil was Rs.246, itis Rs.2 now ; Fish was Re.1°36 ;
it is Rs.2°50 now. It has registered a heavy rise.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Does the Hon’ble Minister know what is the price of fish per
seer in the Shillong market to-day ? _

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I havealready
said that the price of fish has registered a rise.

From the figures 1 have given, it will be seen, Sir, that
prices have gone up in respect of the following th_lngs, iz
Arhar dal, mustard oil, tobacco, fish and sugar, but in case of
all other necessaries, the prices arc actually less than what they

were in the corresponding period in March 1957,

Now, Sir, Arhar dal, mustard oil and tobacco are not
generally produced in Assam. We have to bring these things
from outside, mostly from Bihar, Orissa and a part of U. P.
It is common knowledge by now 1o everybody in this
House that a worst type of drought is prevailing " in Bihar
and also in Orissa and the eastern part of U, P. Consequently
there is short supply of these things resulting in that prices have
gone up at the source itself. Therefore, these things are being

sold at higher prices here,
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With regard to fish, my hon. Friend knows why the price
of fish in Shillong is high. He heard a statement about the border
firing yesterday. Most of our fish supply in Shillong comes
from Pakistan and because of the difficulties of supply irom
Pakistan the fish prices have gone up. Therefore, Sir, it will
be ‘evident that the rise in prices of these commodities was due
to circumstances over which this Government has or had no
control. I have already explained the reasons for rise in prices
of Arhar dal, mustard oil and {ish. The 01'1]}; other thing that
remains is sugar.

- Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gaubhati):
Paddy also remains, because the price of paddy was Rs.16 per
maund at Boko and Rs.15 per maund at Nalbari yesterday.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Miaister, Food
and Agriculture): I am not prepared to accept the figures
of the hon. Member. The hon. Member from Dibrugarh said
that the procurement target in Gauhati had been fulfilled and
it should now be increased. If the price of paddy is Rs.15 now
in Kamrup, asis alleged, how could Governmeont procure at
Rs. 12 orso ?

Now, Sir, I have got to explain the rise in the price _Of
sugar. I am really constrained to say that there was rise 11
price and the rise was of a very extraordinary nature. 1 will
Jjust try to give a background of the situation. 'The matter had
already been discussed in the Assembly in connection with 2
short notice question and the debate on Governor’s Address
In Assam, the price of sugar depends upon the ex-mill price at
production centres. Owing to excise duty imposed, the ex-mil
Pprice also went up last year. The abnormal rise in price
from the third week of February to the first week of March,
1958, was due to circumstances beyond control., Even during
January the market prices of sugar in Assam were lower than
In some areas nearer to the production centres. The Railway
authorities had to impose operational restrictions from the 20th
January to 19th February beyond Katihar owing to some un-
‘avoidable circumstances. As the existing stocks gradually -dep-
: eltf:d the market prices went up according to the general princi-
Ple of supply and demand.

. Now, sj;
‘tions the Aggy
‘Were not at t

» 1t was asked why knowing about these restric-
m Government did not take any measures. We
he first instance informed about such a long break,
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We were made to understand that this break would be for &
few days only ; subsequently it was increased by another few
days ; then a few days more and ultimately it was extended
virtually for a month. It is true that the amount of sugar
carried by the Railway during the year was more than what
they did in the corresponding period last year. Bu.t at the
same time, it should be noticed that there was practically no
carriage of sugar by steamer, unlike in the previous year. So
that bulk of the commodity which used to be t_)rought by
steamer in the previous year was brought by the rallways this
year. Then, Sir, a large quantity of sugar was required to
cater for the needs of the vast gethering which came to see the
Congress Session.

(4 Voice: So, the Congress created famine).

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food:
and Agriculture): No, sugar was required for the wvast
gathering who came to attend the Congress Session and side by
side a puny session held by some other political party.

Sir our Trade Adviser in Calcutta took up the matter with
the Rzlifway authorities since the 8th February 1958. As soon
as the booking restrictions came to the notice of Governmc_ent
all possible steps were taken since 13th February for rushing
supplies of sugar to Assam. Operational restrictions  were
lifted only on the 20th February and two special trains for
movement of sugar were arranged by the State Government
in additton to mnormal movements. Both the Supply
and  Transport Departments contacted the  Railways
almost daily for easing the situation. Sugar being a
decontrol commodity, Government have mo_statutory powers
to enforce distribution at any gontmll.ed price and regulate
movement. Still, in co-operation }’Vlth the dealers some
arrangements were made for distribution of certain quantities
of sugar at reasonable prices (o COMUMEIS. By the second
week of March the situation became normal throughout the
State' because of the arrival of considerable quantities of sugar.

Sir, it is true that in this crisis some of the merchants
bchaved in a very ugly al’ld SelﬁSh. manner, I ﬁ'[’]d no Words
to condemn these selfish ele_ments._ It is really very wunfor-
tunate that these people, while having stocks in their hands
which were purchased at lesser prices, took advantage of the
situation -and sold sugar at such high prices. But as I have
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already said, sugar being a decontrolled commodity Govern-
ment was not in a position to do anything positively. The
Government had no power to requisition the stock. They
could only counsel and persuade the dealers to sell sugar at
reasonable prices. Of course, our persuasion failed to a great
extent. Now, it has been suggested that Government had
some other power, 2:z., allotment of wagons......

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
On a point of information, Sir. May I know whether it is 10
the knowledge of Government that some private organisations,
who were not dealers, had also hoarded some sugar an
when prices rose high they sold some of the stock and that
Congress was one of those organisations ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food
and Agriculture) : Congress was not holding any sugar. This
is a mischievious statement.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati)i

"This appeared in newspapers that the Reception Committee
sold some sugar sometime ago.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Many things
appeared in newspaper. It also appeared in newspapers that
the procurement policy had failed. But the position is this
that more than seven lakhs maunds have already been pro-
cured‘and more is being procured. Newspaper reports arc
sometimes the product of manipulations.

ContNIOIW’ D it has been said that Government could have
o roTed the‘s.ltuat.lon by not assigning wagons to these peo-
gllc;t hie position is this: We are not the only authority to
i Wwagons. The bulk of the wagons are allotted by the
allway authorities and we have no control over them. Any-
w(; Y can directly approach the Railway, can register his
c 8on and bring goods accordingly. Only a small number
Wagons is at the disposal of the Government, and these

are :
uriaWaYS used for such emergencies and we used them
U8 the sugar crisis. ..

Shri HARESWA :
R GOSWAMI (Rampur): The other
day when a short notice question on sugar was discussed, I
put 2 question tq the Minister concerned, “Whether it 1s a
tact that some merchants just before the shortage were allotted
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home railway wagons but they refused the wagons and they
thave been allotted wagons now? They by this action created
the artificial scarcity. Has it been enquired whether these
persons have been allotted wagons ?” The Minister said that
he would make an enquiry, may I know whether any enquiry
has been made or not ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Food
and Agriculture) : I have already asked the department
concerned to find out whether the merchants who refused
earlier wagons were again allot.ted wagons. But enquiry has
not as yet been finished. Certainly,we have no sympathy for
these unpatriotic persons who refused wagons during a crisis
and they should not get any favour from the Supply Depart-
ment. 1 will not surely tolerate such behaviour of these
merchants.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): May I know
the result of the enquiry ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The enquiry
has to be made in various places, such as, Calcutta, Shillong,
Gorakhpur, Katihar, etc., therefore it will take some time.
We have got the report from Calcutta so far as the Trade
Adviser is concerned.

Then, my Friend, Shri Nilmoney Borthakur, made a com=
plaint about index numbers of parity between prices received
and prices paid by the farmers in the State. I will not quote
all the figures but I will give the trend. If we compare the
figures of prices of agricultural produce; the prices sharply
declined from 1952 to 1955 and the parity between Pprices
received and paid by farmers were unfavourable to them

during those years. My Friend refetgled to those years., But
since 1956 the parity is very favourg '€ to the farmers, What
is the position in 1956 from Nove;n %hto December and jn
1957 from January to November : €y are as follows ;—
: Domestic Farm  cultj. i : :
Years and Months Ifé‘(l:fszd cxlt))cn Sirare wation COStl P:):;e:hjzaxd Parity
by farmer y the by the fara farmer . between
farmer mer p;xﬁicsp;?.gell:;d
the farmer
1956 (November to 153 150 127 143-0 142
December)

1957 (January to
o gqvqmg:&_r) 158 153 132 146 114



1796 MOTION REGARDING SITUATION CREATED  [27tu MAR.
BY SHARP RISE IN PRICES AND SHORT
SUPPLY OF FOOD GRAINS, ETC.

Therefore, it will be seen that due to the corrective measures

taken by the Government the position improved and the parity
1s now much favourable to the farmer.

Then, Sir, my Iriend, Mr. Das, suggested that we should
stop border smuggling. I car assure him that there is no smug-
gling from our side to Pakistan. At least the position of the

foodgrains is such that there is no question of smuggling
from our side to that side.

_ Sir, from what I have stated it would be seen that the
prices of foodgrains in Assam are not higher than in other
places in India. The price of sugar, as I have explained, has
come down to normalcy again. Yet we will have to consider
where lies the solution. Until and wunless the inflationary
tendencies in the whole of India are not arrested we will not be
able to surmount the difficulties of high price in Assam. Some
of the steps suggested in this connection are higher taxaticn
and launching of smail saving schemes. Drive to intensify small
savings scheme is necessary. We must increase our agricultural
ﬁro;h:c;lon. I said about this before and T need not repeat.
bg:i)d;e (1;321 ta}lll these, the transport bottleneck and want of a
o eSSentia]Lr & Bral.lr_naputra 15 greatly responsible for transport
side of tha ﬁon}n}modmes from the northern side to the southefin
B By rahmaputra, '_Thls State is to import lot' of goods
we do n tl A State by river and rail. But for this purpose
ot get ot get sufficient accommodation in steamers and we dfi

ink is e}‘;\’tagOnsl regularly and in time the capacity of the ral
are Selﬁshrﬁme‘y madequate for our purpose. Besides, the}ze
advanta clements; there are selfish merchants who want to tabe
vari s¢ c‘)f the peculiar situation of Assam after and by

Ous ways, We have been drawing the attention of the

thféVcrnment of India about these nceds. The bridge over
s rahmaputra is very essential and it is hoped,

difﬁcultl’t will be constructed, it will ease the t.ransport
Wantedleils‘ In faCt_ one of the reasons for w!uch we
port f t-lt-a' Refinery in Assam was for having better river trans-
agreedaf titles. Fortunately, the Government of India has
Considero ﬁ;we the_ Refinery in Assam. Let us hoPe they will
have al the question of river transport sympathetically. ~They

ve already agreed 1o improve the rail link. 1If all these diffi-

culties are not removed, our difficulties of a fluctuating market
will ever remain, |
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Besides, Sir, in the State itself there are many pockets
suffering greatly from internal transport difficulties. For
example, the district of Cachar during rain< very often remains
cut off from the rest of Assam; the Subdivision of Lakhimpur
also remains cut off often during rains; communications to hill
areas are also not upto the mark. Sc it appears that our inter-
nal communication has also got to be improved. The Public
Works Department budget is increasing and we are taking up
heavy programmes for constructing newer roads.

It also remains to be considered as to how long we are
going to depend on the selfish businessmen who have no root on
the soil of Assam and whenever they find an opportunity they
behave very badly, possibly because they feel that their rela-
tionship with our people is mercenary. [

Sir, I have been saying that until and unless we are not in
a position to have a class of such merchants in our State who
are the sons of the soil, who have love for the people, we will
have to suffer like this. I invite the attention of the House to
work in that line so that our people may be strong enough
economically to take up more and more these business and
industries which are very vital to the interest of the community .
With these words, Sir, I conclude my speech.

Private Members’ Reso!uticmsL e
Resolution to take over the Ventulrle § (ilwei- ﬁ'lmary
‘Schools having sufficient students by the Schoo oards,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Ican Mr. Sarat Chandra
‘Goswami to move Resolution No.l.

*Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) .
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that t, 15 _Asserr{bly
recommends to the Government of Assams t}? tlff‘l‘e Immediate
steps so that the Venture Lower Primary ¢ c{{o 2% e St
having sufficient number of students are taken over by the
School Boards. :

Sir, the Resolution itself 1s explanati):ry and I need
not explain in greater detail. However, beg to say a

few words in this connection. Sir, we have in our State as

many as 13,000 Lower Prirnary_SchoOlS and besides there are
at present about 1,200 Lower Primary Scheols which are being
managed by the different School Boards and Lower Primary
Boards. Now, these Venture Lower Primary Schools were
managed by the public without the contribution of the School
Boards and there is no supervision by the Inspectors. So, these

#Speech not corrected,
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Sir, this Government has done a lot in bringing about the
venture schools every year. For instance in the years 1949 to
1954 as many as 2,168 venture schools had been taken over by
the School Boards and in 1956-57 about 500 additional posts
have been sanctioned. So, in future also Government in
moving in this direction. Sir, I move this Resolution in order
to solicit the House to accept it in view of the fact that in our
State we have 1,100 Lower Primary Schools now which have on
their roll more than 40 students. There are 44,000 students
who are having their instructions in these Venture Lower
Primary Schools. These venture schools are managed by the
public and it is for consideration that the villagers themselves
have constructed the school buildings, whatever the quality 0
the house may be. The teachers which are engaged are not
being paid in cash, and in cases where they are paid in cash,
they are paid only a very nominal amount. Generally these
teachers who are appointed Ly the public for these ventur¢
schools were paid only in kind. That is to say, every family
of a particular village where the school is situated, contribute
one maund of paddy every year. Now, if this is the plight of
the teachers who are serving in those venture schools, how can
we expect that they will impart their teaching to the students
in those schools? There are no blackboards—nothing of the
sort. Naturally, the students who are there will have a very
weak foundation in the primary stage. Primary stage bemng
the basic stage upon which proper education is to be based
upon should not be overlooked. If at the beginning the
students are not made qualified to take up the next higher
course in the Middle Schools, then they will be handicapped to
a certain extent. In view of this, Sir, I have brought thiS
stlt?’idOluno_n and only with this idea that the education of thcs?:
With?ﬁts]_ls also the responsibility of the State. Itis a fact tha
) ducatioo years there must be _un}vers.al and comPUIsgr}t'
St hn but we are moving in this direction so much so tha
Y the total amount spent for education 9 per cent is borne
Igoree PUth: Now, whatever the class may be, we must give
pro empham? on the primary stage if we are to have real an
t ep‘;rredl_lcat_lon in the country. If the students are left as
in t%le €, t.e., if they are not equipped to follow up the course
P theil:-c}ltf' higher stage, the poor standard will continue even
éitt g igher studies. Sir, education is a chronic pro-
criord at the sametime it is the most important p_roblem-
£ 2 fow o we cannot improve education by simply taking over
o W schools by the School Boards we must take the whole
problem of education and see how we can adequately bring
about the necessary improvement to the schools as well as their
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standard. Therefore, if we want to improve education, we
must give more emphasis on the secondary stage and unless we
do that the students will never come up to the standard, even
after they have passed the matriculation examination and even
up to the University stage, the students will continue with the
same deficiency. We cannot expect the venture schools and other
schools managed by the public to come up to the standard.
‘Therefore in order to bring about improvement to the standard:
of education all public and venture schools having sufficient
number of students should be taken over by the School Boards.

With these few words Sir, I commend my Motion to the
acceptance of the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Resolution moved is : ““This
Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam to take
immediate steps so that the Venture Lower Primary Schools of
the State having sufficient number of students are taken over
by the School Boards.” :

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Falashbari) : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, T beg to move that before the word “Venture
Lower Primary” in the second and third lines, the word
““deserving” shall be inserted and the words “having sufficient
number of students’ occurring in 3rd and 4th lines shall be
deleted, 7.e., Resolution read as follows:

“This Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam
to take immediate steps so that the deserving Venture Lower
Primary Schools of the State are taken over by the School
Boards,” ;

Sir, the main purpose of this g%mendmcn_t 15 to do away
with the question of schools having sufficient number of
students. Tn this connection I would like to say that chere are
many schools in places where the tribal people are predomi-
nantly inhabited but the number of _stud@lts o .SuCh tribal
schools are not sufficient due to want of communication but at
the sametime these are very deserving SChOO‘l,S to be taken over
by the School Boards. So if the words “sufficient number of
students™ are kept in the RCSOlllt.iona m that Faot the deservin
schools in the places where prlmi}l‘ﬂ}’ the t}"lbal people are
inhabited and where the number of studfants n those schools
are not sufficient will be left out of consideration.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER : What 1§ your interpretation
by saying insufficient number of students

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: The number of students in
such tribal schools may be less than 30 or 40.  In some cases it
may be even less than 10 or 195 studen‘_cs in each school. For
example, in the Paham arca there are hills on all sides and the
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villages are thinly populated and thercfore, in such schools
little boys and girls when they go to attend thcir schools they
have to cross the hills and also rivers and at the sametime there
is no school in such arecas within a radius of two miles. Can
we therefore, expect that the students in such schools will be
more than 40 or 50, certainly not. The number of students
in such schools may be quite less say it must be 20 or 25, but
those schools are descrving and thercfore, it is for that purpose
that I am moving this amendment in order that the deserving
schools in the hiliy places as also elsewhere

; : may receive due
consideration of the School Boards. Sir, after independence

there is a tendency in the minds of the pcople to start sufficient
number of schools for giving cducation 1o their children and as
a result of this, people have constructed beautiful school buil-
dings and have employed certain teachers to impart education
to their children at their own expense. It is true no doubt that
many schools have been taken over by the Government, but sill
a large number of schools have not heen taken over and in some
places schools which have been running for the last six or seven
years with beautiful buildings have not yet been taken over by
g{l)e 201(11001 Boards. For example near Palashbaii a schiool with

students has only been taken over about a month back and

%Dher% are such other schools which have not yct been taken over
y the Government.

Unless the schools are taken over by the
glc;ve:vl}]rlnent the students will not get proper education and
stugents Ir:ltzltyat ti] (}3) sametime get proper training. Therefore, the

not become the responsible citizens our State.
herefore, with this e responsible citizens of

iew point I commend 1 amendment 10
t p ny
€ acceptance of the Houyse.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Sir,

1 accept the amendment.

Shri .
point o HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Sir, on 3

with -order, the hon. Member cannot accept amendment
out a discussion,

that ll\allt:- DEPUTY SPEAKER: The amendment moved is
clore the words “Venture Lower Primary”’ in the second

and third 1 : . _ :
WOrd:I?‘ﬂkcll lines, the word “deserving” shall be inserted and the
and 4th aving sufficient number of students” occurring in 3rd

lines shall be deleted.

el HARESWAR GOSWAMI :  Sir, T um opposing the

TRy ?gl\?vtcio%ﬂ} and nail. It is unfortunatc that there ar(?
rimz I : Ly ot

number of sty mary Schools with gocd buildings and a goo

dents yet those schools have not been taken over
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by the Government or School Board. Now my Friend, Shri Das,
by his amendment wants that only the deserving schools
should be taken over by the School Boards. Sir, I say either
the Resnlution should not be moved or it should be accepted
without any amendment. If we want to be sensible and
reasonable, then let us accept the Resolution as it is without
any amendment. If our stand is that the School Boards have
got certain powers and let those School Boards exercise their
own discretion in the matter of taking over any school, there
is no necessity of this Resolution, that is our idea. What
schools are deserving and what schools are not deserving, let
the School Roards determine and exercise their own discretion
and take over the schools according to their decision. The
amendment will cast a reflection on the School Boards as if
they are not taking over the deserving schools. I_f"they are
really doing so, what is the justification f:or rc-emp.haswtmg what
they are themselves doing? Thcrcforc,.thls Resolution, if amend-
cd, will have no meaning at all. But if I have understood Mr.
Goswami then in spite of the pressure of numbers I hope
he will hold on to the Reso lution, because 1t 13 an important
Resolution. It isin line with the directive principles of our
Constitution. Sir, we have seen up till now there are many
schools in the country which have not been taken over by the
Government and it is necessary that these schools shpuld be
taken over to progress in the path of co;npulsolx_‘ly education, We
cannot blow hot and cold at the same time. ere the villagers
have constructed these school buildings, they have endeavoured
to bring the studeuts into the school; now what objction
can there be for the Government to take over these schools ?
To-day we find in our State budget about rupees _four crores
have been provided for education. I would like further

increase, so that there may be COn‘}Pu]_SOI"Y_ primary education
everywhere. Now the first step in this d.lrecuon should be to take
over those schools which have been built through the initiative
of the people and take them all over. ‘There can be no
valid objection to it, Sir. Therefqre, I support the Resolution
moved by my Fg‘icnd’ Sri Goswami. He has.rlght_l'y apprehendcd
that there should not be any clog. I bear like him and tell him
clearly that it will be a clogif we make a  provision that e
schools may be taken over if the SChf)Ol Board concerned think
it “deserving’. With these words, Sir, T support the Resolution
of Mr. Goswami and oppose the amendment of My, Das, who
it appears has done it balf-heartedly (laughter) and which is
meaningless. This will injure the very purpose of the Resolation
and it should be rejected.
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Sri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, when any Resolution is hrought before
the House, therc are some purpo.cs behind it. Now we  find
two educationists have come with two Resolutions. Mr, Goswami
is a Professor of a College—Arts College and Mr. Das also is a
Professor of a College—Law College. Here lies the difference,
Sir. The point is what do we want to do with this Resolution ?
We want that our pcople should be ecducated becauseas late
John Stuart Mill, an eminent educationist and politiual
philosopher had said-— ‘universal education should precede
universal suffrage’’. Unless our voters, our masters, be educated,
unless and until they know what is their duty in voting—for
what purposes they are going to cast their votes, democracy
itself is meaninglers.  Thevefore, in spite of our very good
Constitution, in spite of the good directive principles, in spitf? of
the fact that there are some good persons and good political
organisations, our democracy has not become a real democracy-
In the name of democracy, there is an inter-play of communa-
lism, casteism, racialism, localism and what not. Sometimes,
they arc done with a lot of subtlety, for example, Muslim Com-
munalism can be pampered even by putiing up a Non-Muslim
candidate in a constituency predominantly mhabited by Muslim
voters and  vice-versa.  The point is that'so long as the people
are not educated, so long as they do not know even the element-

ary thing which a citizen of o frec country should know, there
cannot be real democracy.

Now, Sir, happily we find that in our State, the pPoOOT
People also have started schools and have begun to send thelr
;egdfm to these schools and in spite of the fact that these poor
anypéiocannot send their children with good dresses cnhq to
o asngeél't or Montesory or Nursery or to any Kindergarten,
schools: ﬂr IISIa.ry people, send their ordinary children to ordma}l;}é
who docs 1€ School Board or whoever that authority may :
taking ¢ ¢s the question of taking over these schools are 1O
decide V(flr them_on_the grom}d ?f ‘undcservir}g’. Who is __th
e o év ether it is ‘deserving’? If there is an influentia
S0 somet; ONEress man to ¢ ush, it will be declared as ‘deserving -
if thero l:I)m(as if’ there be a school in a backward area anel C-Vin
by 0 O 3 60 students that is ‘not deserving’, because ‘he thm;
that ’in? L S0 we all-of us, 1nc!nd_1ng those Professors, _fm
in spite E))}‘te of the directive principles of the Consntuuonci
education very tall talks, we have not been able to sprea
Etbi o ltlll'l our  country-side, particularly among thqsc

i € people who are backward, particularly the
tribal people, the scheduled castes people, backward class people.
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Now I give one instance ; to-day I have seen a deputation
met the Education Minister. They came from a backward
area and are tribal people. They have got a school and
there are 62 students and all of them are tribal students—some
Mikirs, some Kacharis and some Santals. Of course in the
plains they are not called tribal. These people have raised a
C.. 1. sheet roofed house but that school has not been taken over
by the particular Board, because during the last General Election
in that arca the Congress did not get the majority votes. They
have school which now consists of 62 tribal students and a
C. I. sheet roofed house and they have also donated five bighas
of land, yet the School Board has not taking it over.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) : What is
the name of that place ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Beltola. In that particular arca the Congress did not get votes.
So this education is now becoming a POht,lcal. weapon, and I
can give many names in my own Subdivision itself where many
schools have been taken over by the Board although there
are fewer students. So it is favouritism. So we would have
welcomed it if a standard would have been laid down. Let it
put the number of students at 20, 30, 40. Some formula should
have been made out. It should have been concretised. Then
in that case I would have supported the amendment of my
Friend, Sri Das. But the amendment he has given does not in
any way improve the Resolution, on the contrary, it defeats its
very purpose.

So it may be said that my little baby is in danger. ~ What
is that little baby ? That baby 1s mass education in our
country. So, Sir, as my baby is in danger, bCCftuse there are
certain dangerous elements who are standing in the way of
mass education, should my little baby be kept in the custody
of the wolf ? I do not know, if the amendment to the Resoly-
tion has got that mecaning. Up till now those authorities who
were charged with the spreading of mass education in the
country should be told that the Legislature takes note of it and
send a directive so as to spread mass education by these
authorities.

Now, if the Government want to say that let the deserving
ones get the benefit, then it would carry us nowhere. So far as
I understand, this matter has .bﬂt_in discussed also by the
hon. Members of this House, not mnside the House, but in their
party meetings. We also came to know that the hon, Members
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belonging to the ruling party or any other group expect that
the schools should bt taken over  where there are large
number of students. We were very slad when we saw  this
Resolution. As a matter of fact, there are some such Resolu-
tions that stand in the names of differeni hon. Members., But
Sir, I want to make some remark whether by the amendments
which Shri R. Das has brought, we are now prepared to give
the little baby to the wolf ? Therefore, T am opposing the
amendment moved by my honourable Friend, Shri Das. ,-In
spite of my great respect for him as an  educationist, I do feel
that his amendment will be actually torpedoing the very _pur-
pose of the Resolution moved by my honourable Fnc_nd,
Shri Goswami. Therefore, Shri Goswami should cither with-
draw his Resolution or he should push the Resolution. I hope
that Shri Goswami doecs accept the fact as it stands. At least,
so far as Gauhati School Board is concerncd, he knows which
schools are deserving and which schools are non-deserving ﬂ_ﬂd
how their cases are decided. S5ir, it is not only the case with
the Gauhati School Board. The other day we came to know
something about the Dibrugarh School Board also. The
Dibrugarh School Board, unfortunately, have become a chess-
board of politicians and of many unscrupulous men also.
Therefore, this matter may be left to the Legislature for their
consideration to give directive for mass education and spreading
01 mass education in the country immediately wherever there
are large number of students with the assurance that students
will ¢ Imparted education.

With these few words, Sir, 1 request Shri Das to withdraw

S amendment and also request Shri Goswami either to stick
to his Resolution or to withdraw it.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):

T Deputy Speaker, Sir, T havs heard with great patience, the
pbservations made by the Leader of the Opposition and the
on. Member from Gauhati. I am really inspired for
their desire that mass education should be spread in our
country. 1In this respect, I am one with them. But, Sir, 1

would not be with them regarding the suspicion that may arise
about the word “deserving’’.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Whether you are supporting

the amendment or opposing it ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Sir, I am
supporting the amendment. I have got also some experience
of educational institutions. So 1 think it would be wis¢
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on my part to place my views before the House. Sir, if a
rigidity is imposed—say 40 number of students—there is the
possibility of growing in a large number of schools within the
vicinity of half a mile in thickly populated and advanced areas.
By fixation of a certain number say the schools having those
40 students will be considered deserving and it should be taken

over by the School !oard.

Again, if there issome relaxation, which may be in the
backward areas say 25 studentsin a school will be sufficient.
Where there is lack of education, (sometimes in a certain local-
lity there may be a few families only scattered over a large
avca, if any rigidity is imposed on schools having 25 students
I fear such places may be deprived. Therefore, I support
the amendment moved by the hon. Member .Shri R.
Das. I support the amendment because I _don’t think that
there would be unscrupulous misinterpretation of the word
“deserving’’ according to whims. I hope that the word
“deserving”’ would be interpreted in the best manner for the
best interest of our children.

Sir, while I support this aendment, 1 would like to mean
that all deserving Venture Schools of Assam s_hqqld_ be taken
over as such schools are generally built at the iniiiative of the
local people and that they are bc.in_g- m_anaged by them. If
there is delay, it may be that their initiative would be adversely
aflected.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR: (Dibrugarh): I

also want them to be taken over.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH BAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Sir, I have no suspicion in our Government that there_would be
any misinterpretation and there would be any mishandling
so that the sincerity could be questioned.

Then, Sir, the scliools which are built by‘the people and
managed by the people should receive 1mmed1z}t_e attention of
the Government because I find In some localities that school
founded by them are disappearing gradually as (here is
delay in taking over by the School Boards.  In gycp places, the
initiative of the local people arc killed and thej children suffer
for want of a school, Therefore, I hope the Government will
come forward to take over all the dt?serving Institutions in
Assam.
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With these few words, Sir, I support the Resolution in the
amended form.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then  adjourned, till 9 a.m., on
Friday, the 28th March, 1958.

R. N. BARUA,
Secretary,
Legislative Assembly, Assam
SHILLONG:

T he 27th Fune, 1959.
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