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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE
- ASSEMBLY | |

Wednesday, The 8th Febrisary, 2006
The House met at 9.00 A.M. of the Clock in the Assembly
Chamber at Dispur with Shri Prithibi Maji, Speaker in the Chair.
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Discussion on the Annual Financial Statement (Vote on
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DISCUSSION ON THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 3
(VOTE ON ACCOUNT ON 2006-07 BUDGET)
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Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No.2- Voting on Vote on Accounts Budget,
2006-07.

Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma (Minister of State, Finance) : Hon'ble
Speaker Sir, I beg to move that "on the recommendation of the
Governor of Assam, an amount not exceeding Rs.
6844,40,40,000/- be Rupees (Six thousand eight hundrad and
forty four crors, forty lakhs, forty thousand) be granted to the
Government of Assam in advance to defray charges in respect
of different Departments during the first four months of the
financial year ending the 31st March, 2007, under grants shown
in the schedule."

Mr. Speaker : I, now put the Motion before the House.
The Motion is that :

" On the recommendation of the Governor of Assam, an amount

not exceeding Rs. 6844,40,40,000/- be granted to Govern-

ment of Assam in advance to defray charges in respect of

different departments during the first four months of the fi-
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nancial year ending the 31st March, 2007, under grants shown
in the Schedule'. L

Those who are in favour say, 'Ayes';

Those who are against, say 'Noes';

'Ayes' have it, 'Ayes' have it, 'Ayes' have it.

The Motion is passed.

The Votmg on Vote on Accounts Budget, 2006-07 is passed.

| I[NTRODUCTION CONSIDERATION AND PASSING OF THE
ASSAM APPROPRIATION (VOTE ON. ACCOUNTS)

o . BUDGET, 2006 -
) Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 3 (a) The Assam Appropnatlon (Vote
' on Account) Bill, 2006 R
Now, on behalf of the Hon'ble Chxef Minister, Hon'ble
Minister of State, Finance, Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma to move
_the Motion for leave to introduce the’ Blll
Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma, (Minister of State ]F‘mance) ‘Hon'ble
Speaker Sir, I beg leave to introduce "The. Assam Appropna-
tion (Vote on Account) Bill; 2006". :
~" Mr. Speaker : Is it the pleasure of the House to grant leave to
- — introduce the Bill? 2
' - (Voice : 'Yes', 'Yes‘)
The leave is granted. ' .
-  There is a massage from the Governor of Assam.
Raj Bhawan, Guwahati, dt. February 4, 2006.
ORDER
i ~ "Under the provision of Article 207 (1) of the Constitution of
P India, I, Lt. Gen. (Retd) Ajai Singh, PVSM, AVSM, Governor
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=
of Assam, recommends the introduction of The Assam Appro-
priation (Vote on Account) Bill, 2006 in the Assam Legisla-

tive Assembly."

Sd/-
Lt Gen. (Retd.) Ajai Singh,
PVSM, AVSM,
Governor of Assam.

| Now on behalf of the Hon'ble Chief Minister, Hon'ble
Minister of State, Finance, Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma to in- ,A\
troduce the Bill. 1

Shri Hlmanta Biswa Sarma, (Minister of State Finance) : Sir, |
‘beg to introduce "The Assam Approprition (Vote on Account) .;

Bill, 2006 "

Secretary, ALA The Assam Appropnatmn (Vote on Account)
Bill, 2006.

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 3 (b) There is a massage from the
Governor of Assam,
Raj Bhawan, Guwahati, dt. February 4, 2006.

ORDER <3

"Under the provision of Article 207 (3) of the Constitution of
India, I, Lt. Gen. (Retd) Ajai Singh, PVSM, AVSM, Governor
of Assam, recommends that "The Assam Appropriation (Vote
'on Account) Bill, 2006" be taken into consideration in the <
- Assam Legislative Assembly.

Sd/-
Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Ajai Singh,
"~ PVSM, AVSM, 3+
Governor of Assam."
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Now, on behalf of the Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Himanta
Biswa Sarma Hon'ble Minister of State, Fmance to.move the
motion.

Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma, (Minister of- State Fmance) Sll' I
beg to move that "The Assam Appropnatlon (Vote on Account)
Bill, 2006 be taken into cons1derat10n "o '
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Mr. Speaker : I, now, put the motion Abefore the House. "I'he motion

is that “The Assam Appropration (Vote on Account) Bill, 2006
be taken into consideration.

A
Those who are in favour, say, ‘Ayes’;
Thosé who are against, say, ‘Noes’;

‘Ayes’ have it, *Ayes’ have it, ‘Ayes’ have it. -

The motion is passed. =~

Now, Item No 3 (c). There-is io amendment in Clauses
2,3 and Schedule of the Bill =~~~

1, now, put the Clauses 2,3 and Schedule of the Bill before the
House. ' T )

_ The question is that Clauses 2,3 and Schedule of the
Bill do stand part of the Bill.

Those who are in favour, say, ‘Ayes’; -
Those who are against, say, “Noes’;
‘Ayes’ have it, ‘Ayes’ have it, ‘Ayes’ have it.

Clauses 2,3 and Schedule of the Bill do form part of the Bill.
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Now, I put Clause 1, Enacting Formula and Short Title of the
Bill before the House.

The question isvt}hat Clause 1, Enacting Formula and Short
Title do _stand part of the Bill.

Those who are in favour, say, ‘Ayes’;
Those who are against, say, ‘Noes’;
‘Ayes’ have it, ‘Ayes’ have it, ‘Ayes’ have it.

Clause 1, Enacting Formula and Short Title of the Bill do form
part of the Bill. '

Now, Item No. 3 gdj - Hon’ble Chief Minister to move.

Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma (MInister of State) : Hon’ble Speaker

sir, I beg to move that “The Assam Appropriation (Vote on
Account) Bill, 2006 be passed.

Mr. Speaker : I, now, put the motion before the House for approval.

The motion is that “The Assam Appropriation (vote on Ac-
count) Bill, 2006 be passed. :

Those who are in faVour, say, ‘Ayes’;

Those who against say, ‘Noes’;

“Ayes” have it, ‘Ayes® have it, ‘ Ayes’ Have it.
The motion is passed.

The Bill is passed.
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P 1)

“’ LAYING OF NOTIFICATION AND REPORT

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 4. Hon’ble Chief Minister. .

* Shri Bharat Chandra Narah (Minister) : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg
to lay “The Notification No. ABP 48/2003/97 dtd 30th Nov./05
in respect of the Assam women (Resrvation of vacancies in
services and posts) Act, 2005. on behalf of Hon’ble Chief

Minister.

. z2Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 5. Hon’ble Chief Minister.
=7

* _ Shri Bharat Chandra Narah (Minister) : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg
to lay “The Notification No. AR. 87/2005/89, dated 4th Feb./06
of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (Cenu-al Act No. 22 of
2005)” on behalf of Hon’ble Chlef Mmlster

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 6. Hon’ble Chief Mlmster;

Shri Himanta Biswa Sarma (Minister of State) : Hon’ble Speaker
sir, I beg to lay “The Report of the Second Assam State Finance

, Commission along with the copy of Explanatory Memorandum
> as to the Action taken on the Recommendation of the Second
Assam State Finance commission on behalf of Hon’ble Chief

Minister.

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 7. Honb’le Minister, Bharat Chandra
Narah. '

e

Shri Bharat Chandra Narah. (Minister) : Hon’ble Speaker sir, I beg
. to lay “The Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of

LS
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India Revenue Receipts) for the year 2004 - 2005 relating to
the Govt. of Assam.

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 8, Hon’ble Minister, Shri Bharat Ch.
Narah.

. Shri Bharat Chandra Narah (Minister) : Hon’ble speaker sir, I
beg to lay the “The Report of the Comptroller and Auditor

General of India (Civil) for the year 2004-2005 relating to the
Govt. of Assam.” '

Mr. Speaker Now, the item No. 9, Hon’ble Minister, Sri Bharat Ch.
Narah.

- Sri Bharat Ch. Narah (Minister) : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg to lay
- “The Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India
(Commercial) for the year ended 31st March, 2005 relating

to the Government of Assam.”

Mr. Speaker : Now, item. No. 10, Hon’ble Minister, Sri Bharat Ch.

Narah.

Sri Bharat Ch. Narah (Minister) : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg to lay
“The Reports, Appropriation Accounts and Finance Accounts
for the year 2004-05 relating to the Government of Assam.

- Mr. Speaker : Now item No. 11, Hon’ble Chalrman, Sri Dileswar
Tantl

Sri Dileswar Tanti : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg to lay “The Report
of the Committee on Public Undertakings, Assam Legislative
Assembly on the alleged irregularity and illegality in the func-

 tioning of the Assam Co-operative Apex Bank Ltd.”
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Mr. Speaker : Now, 1tem No 12, Hon’ble Chmrperson Smtl Praniila
Rani Brahma. =

Smti. Pramila Rani Brahma : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg to present
"“The 104th Report of the Committee on Pubhc Accounts

Assam legislative Assembly™.
Mr. Speaker Now, item No 13 Hon’ble Chauperson, Smtl Pramila
~ RaniBrahma.

.....

. “The 105th Report of the Committtee on_' Pubvl__i,c‘ Aécounts,
Assam Legislative Assembly R

Mr Speaker Now, 1tcm No 14 Hon’ble Chalrperson, Smtl Praxmla
RamBrahma - .

Smti. P mlla Rani Brahma Hon’ble Speaker Slr, I beg to present
“The 106th Report of the Committee on Pubhc Accounts,

Assam Legislative Assembly.”

_# M. Speaker : Now, item No. 15, Hon’ble Chaitperson, Smi. Pramila
Rani Brahma. .

Smti. Pramila Rani Brahma : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I'Beg to present
"The 107th Report of the Committee on Public Accounts, As-
sam Legislative Assembly."

-

Mr. Speaker : Now, item No. 16, Hon’ble Chaupetson, Smti. Pramila

7 Rani Brahma.



66 PRESENTATION OF REPORT OF THE 8th February

LEGISLATURE COMMITTEES

Smti. Pramila Rani Brahma : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg to present
“The 108th Report of the Committee on public Accounts,
Assam Legislative Assembly.”

Mr. Speaker : Now, item No. 17,:Hon’ble Chaitperson, Smti. Pram-
' ila Rani Brahma. ’

Smtj. Pramila Rani Brahma : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg to present
“The 109the Report of the Committee on public Accounts,
Assam Leglslatlve Assembly.”

Mr. Speaker Now, 1tem No 18 Hon’ble Chariman, Sri Praneswar
Basumatary.

Sn Paniram Rabha : Hon’ble Speaker Sll' I beg to present “The
38th Reprot of the Committee on Welfare of Scheduled Caste
and Schedule Tribes, Assam Legislative Assembly.” on behalf

. of Shri Praneswar Basumatary, Chairman, Committee on wel-
fare of Scheduled castes and Scheduled Tribes.

Mr. Speaker : Now, item No. 19, Hon’ble Chariman. Sri Ajit Singh.

Sri Ajit Singh : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg to present “The 39the

Report of the Committee on Petitions. Assam Legislative
Assembly.”

Mr. Speaker : Now, item ‘No. 20, Hon’ble Chairman, Sri Pranab
Gogoi.

Sri Pranab Gogoi : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I beg to present “The 5th
Report of the Act Implementation Committee, Assam Legis-
lative Assembly.”
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Mr. Speaker : Now, item No, 21, Hon’ble- Chalrman, Sri Pani Ram

~ Sri Pani Ram Rabha : Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I' beg to present “The

}
A\

36the Report of the Employment Revxew Comnuttee Assam
Leglslatxve Assembly . .

STATEMENT BY CHIEF MINISTER

Mr. Speaker I, now, request the Hon’ble Chlef Minister to glve a
statement. S

* Shri Tarun Gogoi (Chief Minister) : Hon’ble Members, When
I took over this Government the tax collection was around Rs.
1138 crores. The average growth rate of tax collection during
the previous regime was around 14. 20% and I took-it upon
myself to lay stress on the growth of revenue receipts, as I
sincerely believe that self sufficiency is an essential ingredi-

ent in the path of development.

In the last four and half years, I have myself reviewed
the tax collection almost every quarter of the year. In certain
cases of long pending disputes where revenue was blocked,
like the one with IOC, I have myself taken up with the Hon’ble
Prime Ministgr to amicably resolve the issues. As-a result to
this effort o,fr State has recovered more than Rs. 230 crores
from this one dispute alone. In essence, my Government be-
lieves in a proactive methodology of revenue collection. Dur-

“ing the last four years my revenue has increased from Rs.

* Speech not corrected
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- ficers on a foreign trip. I have instituted a Chief Minister’s ’:\ﬁ
running trophy for the best performing tax unit thereby engen- 3

STATEMENT BY CHIEF MINISTER 8th February

1138 crores to Rs..2332 crores in 2005-2006 and is expected
to reach Rs. 2900 crores this year. I have maintained an aver-
age growth rate of about 26%. The total commercial tax col-

lected during my period is around Rs."9000 crores to date.

While laying stress on the growth by this ‘department,
I have tried my best to improve the morale of my officials
through various administrative and legislative mechanisms. The
members are aware that I have sent 7 (seven) outstanding of-

- dering competition among the officers. Our effort in Modern-

ization of the department by computerization by composite

* Checkgates and by new administrative structures needs no re-
 iteration. In fact, not only has Assam provide leadership and

.guidance for computerisation in the North East, its efforts are

also recognised on a national level. I have put in place about
25 Nos. of legislations and 95 Nos. of notifications in my
endeavor to restructure this department and the taxation frame-
works. '

" But the Hon’ble Membets may note that I have not

~ stopped at this. In order to bring about a vision document for

our future tax reforms, I have constituted a Committee head-

" ed by a retired Chief Justice Shri B.P. Saraf to suggest tax

reform measures which I am sure any futue Government will

" implement.

My emphasis on v1g1lance has resulated in a total col-
lectlon/demand of about Rs. 36 crores and has acted as a .




2006

STATEMENT BY CHIEF MINISTER 69

deterrent for tax evaders. The ratio of my commercial tax to

GDP alone is- 5.40% and this is a very s:gmﬁcant achieve-
ment. The August House will note that I had introduced VAT

and encouraged the other North Eastern States, to join me in .

.- a uniform fiscal policy. One is also aware that the introduction

of VAT was smooth without any major protest. My entry tax is
also growmg at the rate of 458%, which is a landmark growth

In view of the above stable fiscal scenario, my Govern-

ment plans to reduce-tax on certain essential commodities.

These concessions in the tax rates, which are being proposed
will benefit the lower stratum of the society, who have also
contributed lmmensely in 1mprovmg the ﬁnancxal condmon of
the State. SR : '

1 propose to reduce the rate of tax on Public Distribu-
tion System (PDS) Kerosene-from 4% to 2% and bring it

*-under Fourth Schedule of VAT, i.e. bring it under the first point

taxation system. This will serve two purposes. Firstly, it would
give a great relief to below poverty line (BPL) people and
secondly, it will getting registered with the Taxation Depart-
ment. ' : '

The rate of tax on “Rice” in various States varies from
four to zero. I propose to reduce the rate of tax on rice from
the existing 2% to 1%, which will also give relief to the peo-
ple of the State. L

- I also propose to extend certain concessioﬁ specifical-
ly to the poorer and down trodden sections of our society by
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full exempting the tax on “Lamp”, “Candle”, “Match box” and

- “Tyres & Tubes used for bicycle, tricycle, rickshaw and wheel

chair”. The exemption to “candle” will also encourage the lo-
cal small scale industries of “candle”. The Hon’ble President
of India had stated that the children and students are the future
of our country and we should do our utmost for them and
respecting his vision, I propose to fully exempt tax on globe,
maps, geometry boxes, sharpeners, pencils and erasers. This is
in addition to the exemption ot tax I have élready given in the

last year on exercise books, graph books and laboratory note

books. .

Now, some good news for the mothers and women of

the society. I propose to reduce the rate of tax from existing

12.5% to 4% on “Baby feeding bottles and nipples.”

The district of Karbi Anglong has been a witness to ethnic
violence in the recent past and this has affected greatly the
cultivators of this area. To revive the economy of this region,

I propose to fully exempt “ginger” from tax under the Assam
Value Added Tax Act, 2003.

In pursuance of the economic vision of Gandhiji for a
self-reliant society through cottage and small scale industries,
I propose to exempt “paper envelop, paper tray” and “Agarbat-
ti” from tax, which is also mostly made by the SHGs.

Recently, we have introduced entry tax on “Supari”. Now,
I propose to exempt tax on “Supari” under the Assam Value
Added Aax Act, 2003 in order to encourage the local growers

i
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of this product. Supari, as the August House is aware, is a
mojor cash crop of our State.

The high rate of tax on dry fruits, has led to evasion and
so I propose to lower the rate to 4% in order to give the
traders one last opportunity to contribute legall to the State

exchequer.

To promote tourism in Assam and to give a boost to the
entertainment industry, I propose to exempt amusement parks
and reduce entertainment tax on multiplexes and mini cinema

halls.

These measures of taxation would be notified immedi-
ately.

GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

Mr. Speaker : I, now, request the Hon’be Minister, Shri Bharat Ch.
Narah to move the Resolution.

ﬁ Shri Bharat Ch. Narah (Minister) : Sir, I beg to move that “ The

j‘b

House resolved that the price of natural gas charged by Oil
India Limited/ONGC to units located in Assam including As-
sam Petrochemicals Ltd. Should be 60% of the revised price
of natural gas (Rs. 3200/MCM) i.e. Rs. 1920/MCM which is
applicable to power and fertilizer and small scale consumers
of the region. Accordingly, the House requests the Central
Government (Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas) for con-
sideration of the resolution for fixing the price of natural gas

- for all categories of consumers in Assam at Rs. 1920/MCM”.
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Mr. Spmker : I, now, put the Resolution before the House for approval. ‘

-

“The resolution is that —

“The House resolved that the price of natural gas charged A
- by Oil India Limited/ONGC to units located in Assam includ- = |
ing Assam Petrochemicals Limited should be 60% of the
revised price of natural gas (Rs. 3200/MCM) i.e. Rs. 1920/ :
MCM which is applicable to power and fertilizer and small »
scale consumers of the region. Accordingly, the House re-
quests the Central Government (Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas) for consideration of the resolution for fixing the
price of natural gas for all categories of consumers in Assam
at Rs. 1920/MCM.” '

Those who are in favour, say, ‘Ayes’;
Those who are against, say, ‘Noes’;

‘Ayes’ have it, ‘Ayes’ have it, ‘Ayes’ have it.

The Resolution is bassed.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF STATE. =

N
Mr. Speaker : Now, Hon’ble Minister of State, Home to make a , 7
statement. .
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The House Stands adjourned Sine-die.
ADJOURNMENT
The House then stood adjourned si;ie-die at 3.00 PM. |

G.P.Das

DISPUR: -
' The 8th February, 2006 Secretary, |
o : Assam Legislative Assembly.
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