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COUNCIL OF STATE,
Saturday, the 17th September, 1921.

The Council met in the Council Chamber. at Eleven of the Clock. The
lIououmb]e the President was in the-Chair,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Waeons FOR TRANSPORT OF FooD-STUFFS.
119. The HoxourAsLE Rasa MOTI CHAND : (a) Are the Government

1 aware that for a considerable time past there have been great
AM. Jifeulties in obtaining ‘the use of wagons by tradesmen for
transport of food-stuffs and other goods in consequence of which markets have
been glutted ? _ 3

(2) If so, do the Government propose to take steps, at an early date, to
remove these difficulties ?

The Hovouraste Mr. J. A. RICHEY : (a) and () Government are

aware that, until recently, the position on railways generally as regards

wagon supply was difficult. This was due in a great measure not only
to the fact that as the result of the war wagons themselves were short, but
also to the absorption of a large proportion of the available supply in the coal
traffic. The coal position however is easier, and the wagon position generally
has much improved. Temporary congestions on particular railways are
always likely to occur, but railways generally are reported to be coping safis-
factorily with public demands for wagons.

Tt is anticipated that some 6,000 wagons will be added to the stock

during the current year.

Hien Prices oF [0OD-STUFFS,

120. The Hoxourasre Rasa MOTTI CHAND : In view of the
admittedly high prices of food-stuffs obtaining in the country at the present
time, will the Government be pleased to state what action, if any, they propose
4o take to meet the abnormal conditions 1 :

The Hoxourasrs Mz, B. N. SARMA : The attention of the Honourable
Member is invited to the Press Communique of the 2nd September.

I understand that steps are being: taken by the Governments of the

United Provinces and the Punjab to help local bodie_s to open cheap grain shops.
PROPITRERTNG AMONG MERCHANTS.

121. The Hoxourasri Rasa MOTI CHAND : (a) Are the Govern-
ment aware that there is at the present time a good deal of profiteering among
food-grain merchants ? 5

(h) If so, do the Government propose to take eteps to remove this state of

affairs ?
( 211")
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The HoxourasLe Mgz. B. N. SARMA : (a) Government do not know
the extent, if any, to which profiteering exists.

(8) Inquiries are being made and Government are considering what
steps can be taken, but they do not, as at present advised, consider that any
useful purpose would be served by interfering with trade.

Wreiears AxD MEASURES.

122. The HoNoURABLE Ra7sa MOTI CHAND: (a) Ave the Govern-
ment aware of the divergity in weights and measures obtaining in the country ?

() Do the Government propose to take steps to standardise weights and
measures for the whole of British India ?

The Hoxourasne Me. E. M. COOK : Government are aware that great
diversity exists. The Council will have an opportunity of considering the whole
subject on the Resolution which the Honourable Dr. Ganganath Jha pro-
poses to move.

The Honouranre Lans SUKHBIR SINHA : T do not propose to - ask
Question No. 123, Sir, as it will be covered by the Resolution which I shal]
move to-day. '

The Hoxourasre rue PRESIDENT: Does the Honourable Member
in charge desire to answer the Question ?

The Hoxovrapne Mz, B. N, SARMA : No, Sir.
- Question No. 123 was therefore withdrawn.

The Hoxourasre mie PRESIDENT :. 1 have received private notice of

a question which does not appearon the paper, b“t_ I 90‘_‘51flf‘1' 1t to be of public

. importance. I, therefore, call upon the Honourable Siv Mancclji Dadabhoy
to read the question of which he has given me private notice,

Arrairs 1N MALABAR.

The HoXourasLE Sik MANECKJI DADAB_HQY : Can Government
give the Council any further information about affairs in Malabar %

The HoxourasrLe Mr. H. D, CRAIK : Following is the general pin-pmnt
of a telegram received from the Government of Madras on the 14th of Sep-
tember. In the light of information elicited during the visit to Malabar of His ~
Bxcelleney the Governor of Madras, it appears thab the position is still serious.
The spirit of the rebellion is unbroken, and, except 1n the immediate Vicinity
of troops and close to the railway, the life and property of non-Muhammadans
are unsafe. Roads and bridges repaired by troops are bl'(?ke_n after they have
passed.. On the 12th September, the office of the Sub-Registrar at M anmaar
Ghat was destroyed. The interior of the taluks of Ernad and Walluvanad is
still in the hands of vebels, of whom five bodies, estimated to have a total
strength of three thousand, are known to be n GXlStence: The military are
experiencing difficulty in dealing with them owing to their mobility and our
difficulties regarding transport and communications. It is impossib]e to -
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re-establish police stations, and still more so to re-open the ordinary Courts and
offices, or even to ascertain the amount of damage done to private and public
property. At present all that is possible is to maintain close association
between the civil and military authorities, and to provide for the trial of those
who have been arrested for serious offences. The Collector of Malabar has
ctarted a relief fund, but till normal conditions ave restored, its administration will
be impracticable. The trials that have taken place are for offences against the
ordinary law in normal times, e. g., dacoity, arson, robbery, extortion, damage
to railway and telegraph and not merely for any breach of special regulations.
It has not been possible to capture many wounded rebel prisoners, but the few
taken are being looked after in exactly the same way as our own men. Af
present it is quite impossible to forecast when the termination of Martial Law
will be practicable.

The HoxourasLt Satyip RAZA ALT: May I ask a supplementary
question, Sir? Is it a fact that large bodies of Moplahs are actively engaged
in helping Government and are placing their assistance at the disposal of Gov-
ernment ?

The Hoxovraprr Mz, IT. D. CRAIK: Notso far as 1 have heﬁrd.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS FOR 191u SEPTEMBER, 1921,

The Hoxourapre e PRESIDENT : I would ask the IHonourable
Member representing Government if he is prepared to make a statement of
Government business to be brought forward on the 19th of September.

The Howourasrr Mr. B. N. SARMA : A complete agenda is being
cireulated to Honourable Members to-day, but provisionally it has been al‘l‘ﬂngeﬁ
that the Home Department will move that a Bill in respect of firing on
mobs be taken into considervation and that the Bill be passed. They will
also move  that a Bill to amend the Cattle-trespass Act be taken into
consideration and move that the Bill be passed; that the Bill to amend the.
Code of Criminal Procedure and the Cowrt-fees Act be referred to a Joint
Committee ; also that a Bill to enable Commissioners for recording evidence

of British Courts be taken into consideration. 2

The Hoxourapre ta PRESIDENT: T understand that the at;'anda.
will be circulated. Ry

BILLS AS PASSED BY LEG%E%%%;IVE 'ASSEMBLY LAID ON

The Hoxourapre Mgr. H. MONCRIEFF SMITH : Sir, i

with rule 25 of the Indian Legislative Rules, T lay on the table’c;lpii?g;d%lilﬁz

passed by the Liegislative Assembly ab 1ts meeting on the 15th September 1921

They are :— .
(1) A Bill further to amend the Negotiable Instruments Abt, 1881 ;
(2) A Bill further to amend the Indian Post Office Act, 1898 ; ;
(3) A Bill further to amend the Indian Marine Act, 1887 ; ,

(4) A Bill further to amend the Indian Works of Defence Act, 1908




214 COUNCIL OF STATE. [17m1 Sker. 1921

[Mr. Phiroze C, Séthna.]

The HoNouraBre tug PRESIDENT : I particularly invite the attention
of Honourable Members to rules 26 and 27.

We will now resume the interrupted debate.

RESOLUTION RE: CECIL RHODES SCHOLARSHIPS.
The Hoxourasre Mr. PHIROZE C. SETHNA : Mr. President, I beg
; to move the Resolution which stands in my name and runs as
11-10 A, foll e
ollows :
¢ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to request the
of State for India to apply to the Trustees of the * Ceeil Rhodes Scholarships
Settlement™ to transfer to Indian students the scholarships reserved wnder
the Settlement for German students which have been discontinued since the
war, and further that, in the event of such transfer not being possible for any
reason, to apply to the Trustees and, if necessary, to the Executors to create new
scholarships for the benefit of Indian students.’

I take it, Sir, that my Resolution will commend itself not only to every
individual member of this Council, but also to Government, The ¢ Ceeil
Rhodes Settlement *’ has heen acknowledged, and right] y acknowledged, as one
of the greatest benefactions made by any philanthropist in the early part of
this century. It came into existence soon after the death of the donor in 1902,
Cecil Rhodes was the son of a clergyman, and being one of nine sons, had to
leave home early in life to earn a living for himself.  He decided to proceed
to South Africa to join his brother in farming. This he did in 1870, Just g
year previous, in 1869, the first South Afl‘iC&.l-Il gliamonds were found, and there
was consequently a very heavy rush to the diggings. Rhodes was drawn into
the movement and met with success. Within three years he made enough to
enable him, if he so chose to do, to realise his heart’s desire to have g Ulliversity
education. He therefore sailed for Home in 1873, passed the Oxford “"Matyi-
culation and joined Oriel College. It happened, howex:er, that his health
at this time gave way, and a specialist he consulted gave 1t as his opinion that
Rhodes had only six more months to live if he persisted in staying i the old
country. There was no other recourse left for him but to return to South Africa,
which he did. So determined was he however to get a .Umversity degree that
during the next eight years, whenever his health and his meang Permitted, he
returned to Oxford for brief spells just to put 1n more terms, and eventu;,ll
succeeded in graduating in 1881. ‘Thereafter, Rhodes stayed i
continuously and he rose very soon to great eminence, not; only as a business-
man but as a politician. After his return fromOxfordto Soufl, A frica, and
being fresh from the University atmosphere, he conceived the idey that a closer
consolidation of the British Empire into an organic th)lc would be an object
of supreme political importance, no only for his OWn nation, hut fop the world
at large. The Imperial idea was the point fror}l which he started. He believed
in the British Empire and in itg efficiency for doing good. He wisheq to see the
various parts of the Empire drawn eloger together, not asan agency of aggression
but in the interests of peace, industry and civilisation, oy thie end he believed
in the full advantages of citizenship to every ome who chose: $0: beeoifie a
member of the Empire and a ful] ghare in its wc‘n'k'to_ be extended to civilised
men of any race or creed, provided they came within its houn(g and accepted
its ideas of free government,

According to Rhodes hin_lself, he recei\jed great insl)iration in his college
days from a sentence he read in Aristotle, vee., that  the greatest happiness in

Secretary
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life is to be derived from a conscious pursuit of a great purpose.” Rhodes
conceived such a great purpose for himself. He believed in, and worked
for, the unity of b‘oqth Africa from the time he entered public life in
that country. He believed further in the unification of the great British
Empire, and he 3:150 hoped that there would be a closer affinity as time went
on between the different Anglo-Saxon races. For this purpose he strove, and
strove strenuously, during his short life and when he died at the early age
of 49 possessed of millions, he devoted the bulk of his fortune for founding
scholarships to enable students from the different Colonies as also from the
different States in the United States of America to proceed to Oxford to receive
the benefit of University education. The motive which induced Rhodes to
allow his generosity to take this particular shape is best explained by him in
his will where he says : :

¢ Whereas T consider education of young colonists at onc of the Universitiesin the
United Kingdom is of great advantage to them for giving breadth to their views, for their
instruction in life and manners and for instilling into their minds the advantages to the
Colonies as well as to the United Kingdom of the retention of the unity of the Empire.

Rhodes held that, if young men, working in different Capacities‘through-
out the Empire could be. made familiar with each other in their youth and by
an education in common, grow into routual understanding, that it would go
a long way to solve the problem of united action when the necessity for the
same should avise. This Council will therefore see that the underlying idea of
these scholarships was the unification of the British Empire, and he hoped that
the scholarships would lend an impulse to that great cause.

From a publication issued by one who has had much to do in connection with
the framing of the regulations for these scholarships, a publication to which 1 am
indebted for most of my remarks, 1 find that Rhodes in his will has left a very
wide discretion to the Trustees in the matter of administering this fund; confining
lis directions chiefly to a general statement of principles:_ In the will itseff
Rhodes has given scholarships to students from the different Colonies in the
Empire and to students from the United States of America. Each of these
scholarships was to be tenable for three years, and is for £300 per annum.
The will was'made in 1899, but two years later by a codicil Rhodes gave five
more scholarships, and these were expressly reserved for German students to
promote his idea of a closer affinity between Anglo-Saxon races, and my
Resolution seeks for the transfer of these scholarships meant for German
students for the benefit of students in this country, The German scholarships
were originally for £250. These, I find, were also raised subsequently to £300
per annum, .

India, Sir, was not as much to the fore in world politics at the date when
Rhodes made his will in 1899, or when he made his codicil in 1901—as it is
now, and were Rhodes alive to-day a man with his deep-rooted ideas of the
retention of the unity of the British Empire, he would certainly not have
excluded India from his benefactions. On the contrary, I submit, that were
he alive to-day, he would assuredly have made a second codicil by which he
would have given to India not five, but twice or three times as many scholarships,
The statement that T malke that Rhodes “"9111(1 have done so is borne out by his
speeches, and for the benefit of the pOUDCﬂ_ I may be permitted to read two or
three small extracts which, I hope, will convince the Council that Rhodes would




216 COUNCIL OF STATE, [17te Seer. 1921.

[Mr. Phiroze C. Sethna].

by no ‘means have left out India. On one occasion at a speech he made in the
Cape Assembly, he said :

‘ The supremacy of my country was due to its adherence to two cardinal axioms, that
the word “of the  nation when once pledged is never broken, and that when a

man accepted the citizenship of the British Empire, there was no  distinction
between the races ?

He was equally if not more insistent on another occasion when in reply to
a deputation of coloured people in South Africa he said :

* My motto is equal right for every civilised man, and what is a civilized man ¥ - a
man, whether black or white who has sufficient education to write his name, has
some property or works, in fact is not a loafer.’ |

and, Mr. President, there is yet another quotation which is still more pertinent.
1t 1s to be found in the directions and suggestions he has given for the selection
of scholars, and to this I would draw the particular attention of my Colleagues
1 the Council. This is what he observed :

¢ No student shall be qualified or disqualified for election to a scholavship on account of
lis race or religious opinions.” :

_ Could anything be more emphatic ? And I contend, Sir, that an Empire
Builder, as Cecil Rhodes has rightly been called, would certainly not have
excluded India from the benefit of his endowment if he had lived only a few
years lenger. If the Trustees therefore now accede to our request, they will be
doing nothing more than furthering the intentions of the great donor.

These German scholarships I have referred to were discontinued after the
commencement of the Great War in 1914, but to enable the Trustees to do so,
it was necessary for an Act of Parliament to be passed. A Bill was therefore
introduced in the year 1916, and clause 4 of the Bill reads as follows:

‘The Trustees shall as soon as practicable after the passing of this Act establish for
male students 12 .scholarships of the value of £300 each to be t'enablc at any
College in the University of Oxford for three consecutive academical years by
students, or from such Colonies, dependencies or places within the British Empire
as the Trustees may from time to time determine in substitution for the seholar-
ships established pirsuant to the German codicil which cease to be payable under
the provisions of this Act.”

I have not been able to obtain a copy of the Act, and I do not know “fhn.t
shape this Bill assumed when it became an Act, but I have reasons to believe
that this particular clause which I have quoted has not been altered. If that
be so, the Council will see that the Trustees have taken to themselves the very
wide powers of giving these scholarships to any one they pleased in any parb
of the British Empire without any restriction whatever, This was 1n 1916. It
is five years since then, and we know that no scholarships have yet been a]lc_ﬁ.:ted
to India. We do not know the reasons for this, although, as I say according
to the powers the Trustees have taken to themselves, they could have done so.
It may be that at that date all the available scholarships were disposed of, for,
Mr. President, about the year 1916 or 1917 a question was asked 1n the Iouse

and from the reply given 1, it it appears that on that date there were 62
scholarships distributed as follgwys :— .

South Africa e vos o AL
Australia ¥, o : s A
Canada v 10
Jamaica and Bermudag oo e 2
United States of America o e 32
| —

Total o 02
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If for any reason therefore, namely, that they have previously committed
themselves or that there is any legal hitch, the Trustees cannot now divert any
of the existing scholarships, the point I want to make out is'that so far as
I know the income of the T'rustees for these scholarships is a steadily growing
* yevenue, and: I believe that in course of time they will have to found more
scholarships, and we shall be content and more than content if an assurance is
given to us by the Trustees that future scholarships will be devoted for the
benefit of students in this country.

- If we fail in this, there is yet another quarter we may well .approach.
Whilst the Scholarship Settlement was made a Trust, Rhodes after setting
apart Jarge sums for specific purposes has left the remainder of his fortune to a .
chosen group of personal friends for them to carry out and further the
plans which engaged his mind in his life-time for the benefit of South Africa, as
also for the benefit of the: Empire in general. Therefore, Sir, if the Trustees .
of the Settlement fail to respond to our request, the Right Honourable
the Secretary of State may be requested to approach the Executors. At
no time has there been a greater necessity for a closer understanding between
the British and the Indians as at present. Therefore, whenever any such
opportunity offers itself, T think 1t ou__!_:-ht to bz availed of to 1ts fullest ex-
tent by either side. It is a fortunate circumstance that, among the Executors
and the Trustees, there are such broad-minded and sympathetic Statesmen as
Viscount Grey, Lord Milner and others. TLord Rosebery was one of the
first Trustees, but I understand he has resigned and his place has been taken by
some other Englishman of eminence. If these _]_‘Jxeeutors acquiesce in our
request, they will, as T say, not only further the intentions of the illustrious
donor, but will,help to vindicate that cardinal axiom on which Rhodes laid such
oreat stress—that  when a man becomes a meu_lber of the British Empire,
no matter whatever his race or creed, there is to be no distinction between
races.”

Mr. President, during the last qu years Ir}dia-n students have been ex-
periencing very great difficulty in g::uuing: admission into the different col-
leges of the Universities in the United Kingdom. _ This causes discontent and
in some cases disaffection. If, therefore, at a time like this we had some Indian
Rhodes Scholars who could have got admission yery easily into Oxford colleges
they would be the means of bringing about a better understanding between Irdian
students and other students in the Universities of the United Kingdom, T have |
said, Sir, that if there were Indian Rhodes scholars they would have been ad- |
mitted readily into the Oxford colleges. It is well known that, while the Oxford
colleges are” chary in admitting students who come from anywhere, they
receive with open arms Rhodes scholars no m"‘ttﬁ‘}' from where they hail, know-
ing full well that they are the picked men from different countries, and knowing
also that if. such men are admitted into their respective colleges, they will do
eredit to their institutions, : > -

The first Rhodes scholars arrived in Oxford in 1903 and were of course
very few in number at that date. By 1912, the number vose to 700. and
to-day I would not be surprised if the number is neayeyp 2,000 than 1,500’. If,
out of this_l_arge number, there were say only 100 Rhodes Indian scholars,
they by their superior education would undoubtedly he occupying positions of
trust and responsibility in this country, and, as such, at the present. time
would have proved a most valuable asset, beeause, if for nothing else, in
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bounden duty and out of gratitude to the great donor by whose beneficence
they had received a University education, they would have done all they
could to promote the aim and object of the founder, namely, the retention of
the unity of the Empire and, consequently, a closer relationship between the
British and the Indians. ‘
 Sir, I have referred to the disabilities under which Indian students
suffer at present in getting admission to the colleges. To remove these
disabilities, a committee has recently been appointed, and in answer
to a question put by my Honourable friend Mr. Bhurgri in this Council
Government replied two days ago that this Committee will be continuine
its deliberations in England till the end of this month. I do hope it will
be possible to convey to the Committee the contents of this Resolution if
passed, for any intervention on their part will, T am sure, prove of
invaluable help. That Committee, Sir, is presided over by Lord Lytton
Lord Lytton is the present Under Secretary of State for India, and we know
. that he has as much sympathy, and evinces as keen an interest in all that
pertains to the welfare of India as does his distinguished chief, the Richt
Honourable Mr. Montagu : and let us hope that, between them, they will
render yet one more service to this country and prevail upon the authorities—
T mean the Cecil Rhodes Executors and Trustees—to devote at least a few of

the Rhodes scholarships expressly for the benefit of Indian students.

The Honotrasre Mr. A. H. FROOM : Sir, I .think that the memborg

: of this Council will appreciate the feelings which prompted my
LT Honourable friend Mr. Sethna to introduce this question of the
allocation of a certain number of Rhodes scholarships to students from India,
In fact, the terms of the late Mr. Rhodes’ will seem to provide room for this,
Asg already pointed out by Mr., Sethna, one of the clauses,—and I think T

also may repeat the clause—reads : _
¢ No student shall be qualified -or disqualified for election 3 a scholarship on account
of_his race or religions opinions. ’ . :

Unfortunately, T understand that the scholarships reserved for German
students. which were withdrawn, soon after the cutbreak of war, by special
legislation in England, had already been allocated elsewhere, and they are not
therefore available for students from this country. The Honourable My,
Sethna in his Resolution appears to have anticipated this, for, asan alternative,
he suggests that the Executors of Mr. Rhodes” will should create new scholar-
ships for the benefit of Indian students. No doubt, Mr. Sethna has in view
that the capital fund of the Rhodes scholarships must of necessity increase
as time ooes on, when the deaths occur of certain beneficiaries nnder
the will, but, to my mind, the question presents itself as to whether it
would be consistent with the dignity of this Council to acedpt the Resolu-
4ion, which is in the nature of aksupplicn,tion to the Trustees. In his will My
Cecil Rhodes allocated scho]a,rships to many countries. The Honourable My
Sethna has referred to them, but T do not think T should be wearyine the
Council if T again enumerated them to show the ideas the late Mr. Cecil
Rhodes had in his mind. Tn the: Colonies, he included Rhodegia, the Pro-
vinces of South Africi, the States of the Commonwealth of Australia,
Tasmania, New Zealand, the Provinces of the Dominion of Clanada, the Island
of Newfoundland and its dependencies, the Islands of Bermuda, and the Island
of Jamaica. Then followed America, and lastly, according to a codicil in_ his
will, Mr. Rhodes included Germany, . India was not mentioned, although
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cannot help thinking with my friend Mr. Sethna that, had the late Mr. Cecil
Rhodes been alive to-day (he died in 1902) and had been able to follow the
progress of India during the past 20 years, he would have included this
country in the great benefits conferred under his will. The fact remains,
however, that India was not mentioned, and for that reason, I would rather
that the Trustees came forward and offered scholarships to Indian students,
than that this Council should pass a Resolution applying for them.
Therefore, while in entire agreement with the idea which prompted my
Honourable friend to bring this question before the Council, I venture
to suggest that his wishes would bz met if Government undertook to
communicate with the Rhodes Trustees and expressed the feelings of the
Members  of the Council of State in the matter rather than that a
Resolution should be adopted, which appears to me to be in the light of an
appeal for participation in a privilege which might more appropriately he
offered than asked for. There is another point, Sir. No doubt the debate
on this question, which is one of absorbing interest, will be read widely through-
out India: and it will not have been in vain if it stirs some patriotic citizen to
come forward and found scholarships for Indians ab either Oxford or Cam-
bridge University.

It is not even necessary to be dead bafore creating a fund for such a
noble purpose. The provision of a few suholal_'smps on the lines of“the Rhodes
Scholarships would not require a very large capital fund, and such Scholarships,
in addition to immortalising the name of the donor, would provide an invalu-
able opportunity for a number of students,——unal.)l'e themselves to afford a
finishing education at either of the great Universities,—to acquire a broader
lnowledee of the affairs of the British Empire than can be learnt from studies

o
in this country alone.

Sir, my earlier remarks will have shown that I am in close sympathy
with the ideas of the Honourable Mr. Sethna, but I consider it would be more
appropriate to the standing of the Council of State if he would withdraw his
Resolution, on Grovernment, undertaking to represent in the proper quarter at
Home India’s undoubted interests in any new allocation of the seholarships
founded by the late Mr. Cecil Rhodes.

The Hoxouvrasre Me. J. A. RICHEY : Sir T may beein by assurine
the Members of this House that the GO\’el‘nu)lfentt?of India ar;ni;
cordial sympathy with the object of this Resolution. Indeed
the question of awarding a certain number of Rhodes scholarships to
India was taken up in 1916 by the SGUI'etal'y of State when the Bill
to which the Honourable Mover has ‘:ﬂluded was before the House of
Commons, and was brought to the notice of the Trustees of the Rhodes
estate. A statement to this effect Was made by Sir Sankaran Nair in
the late Council in reply to a question. by the Honourable Maharaja
Sir Manindra Chandva Nandy in 1917. The question was further raised
as the Hon urable Mover “has mentioned, by " Sir Charles Yate in the
House of Commons in 1916. The Act transferring the power to distri-
bute the German scholarships was passed in that vear, and clause 4, the draft
of which has been read out by the Hom_)ura-ble Mover, was passed in substan-
tially the form in which he read it to this House. The Trustees then re-distri-
buted the German scholarships under the powers conferred on them by the
Act, but they allotted no scholarships to India,  Whether they will, in future,
be able to do so depends, firstly, on thewr interpretation of the wishes of the

D
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distinguished founder of these scholarships, and, secondly, on the resources
at their disposal.

As to the wishes of the late My, Rhodes, I think the Honourable
Mr. Sethna has made quite clear what Mr. Rhodes’ ideal was when he founded
these scholarships. To my mind his intention was to bring together in one
atmosphere of culture and common thought the future leaders of the British
Empire and the Anglo-Saxon race, in order to inspire them with common
ideals for the promotion of peace and unity. In order to secure that, as far
as possible, the scholarships should be awarded to those who would be leaders
in the several States and countries to which they were allotted, he devised a
unique system of selection, to which the Honourable Mover has not made
reference. These scholarships are mnot awarded as scholarships usually are
solely on intellectual attainments. Three other factors are taken into account,
namely, athletic prowess, qualities of leadership and popularity with their
fellow students. ~The House will, I am sure, excuse me mentioning this point
when T tell them that I was privileged to be one of the judges at the award
of the first Rhodes scholarship, and that under the personal direction of
Mr Rhodes himself. And here I would add a foot-note to the history which the
Honourable Mr. Sethna has been giving us of Mr. Rhodes’ life.' In 1901,
the last year of Mr. Rhodes’ life, this idca of founding scholarships for the
Anglo-Saxon race and for the members of the British Empire was hbefore his
mind, and he wished to fest the method of selecticn which I have just, deseribed
to you. He selected for that purpose a college near Cape Town at Whlch,- as
it happened, I was at that time a Professor, and we conducted the first selection
of the first Rhodes scholar. Thouoh he was not called a Rhodes scholar
then, and the Honourable Mr. Sebhna was correct in saying that the first
* Rhodes scholarship was not awarded till 1903. Yet he was awarded a
scholarship by Mr. Rhodes of the value of the present scholarships and
he was selected npon methods approved by Mr, Rhodes and under his
personal direction. The experiment was most interesting and Mr. Rhodes
himself was so satisfied with the result of the method of selection, that
he carried out his original intention and instituted this world-wide system
of Rhodes’ Scholarships.” You will understand, therefore, that scholars selected
under this system are different in g way to holders of ordinary scholarships,
They are expected to be leaders or to have the qualities of leadership, and also
to show some skill in athletics or some form of sport. I think that we 102y
all be confident that, if Rhodeg scholarships are allotted to India, representa-
_tl\'C_‘S fl'f{m this country will uphold the honour of Imh?. I other spheres of
University activity just as oup Government Scholarship holders have done in
the field of learning. T alq have no doubt that, had Mr, Rhodes been
alive at the present moment and drawing up his scheme of scholorships for the

first time, he would have included Tndia in the list of countries to which
scholarships should be allotted, ;

Turning to the question of Funds, T regret to iave to inform the House
that there are at present no scholarships available which can be allotted to

In_dia, and that we have legpnt that the Trustees do mnof anbicipats that they
will have funds for the awarq of fresh scholarships for some years. However,
when we received notic

¢ of this Resolution, We communicated with the
Secretary of State by cable ang have just received a reply {from him, to_the
effect that he has been in communication with the Secretary of the Rhodes’
Trustees, and that, if this Resolution is passed by the Council, the Secretary

@



CECIL RHODES SCHOLARSHIPS. _ 391

has promised to lay it before the Trustees at their next meeting. ~ More than -
that I do not think we can expect.

Whether this Resolution will be passed by this Council or not now
appears to depend on the opinion of the Council, on the Honourable
M. Froom’s suggestion that it would be beneath our dignity to make a request
of thiskind. I do not feel that myself. T cel that this is a very natural method
of bringing to the notice of the I'rustees a question which is not before them,
and not likely to be before them for some years. It is possible that, if we do
not lay our claims before them now, other parts of the Empire may, during the
next few years, be less bashful, shall T say, and that, when the next scholarships
are allotted, the claims of India will again be overlooked.

1 have, therefore, much pleasure in accepting this Resolution on behalf
of Government,

The Honourasrs Mz, A. H. FROOM : May I rise to make a personal
explanation ? In my remarks I did not suggest that no representation should
be made by Government to the Trustees. 1 laid great stress that there should
be, so that when the next allocation of scholarships comes before the Trustees,
the claims of India may not be overlooked.

The Hoxovranrt Sarpar JOGENDRA SINGH : Sir, I wish to associate
myself with the remarks which the_ Honoura_,ble 4}11'. Froom made
11-48 A3t (i on he said that it would be more appropriate if these scholar-
ships were offered freely by the Trustees instead of this Council passing a
Resolution and asking for them. The self-respect of India demands that e
should not pass any such Resolution in: this Council for a great many reasons,
One of the most momentous reasons, to my mind, is that at the recent
Imperial Conference which was held in England, it was South Africa that
denied equal right to India ; and surely we are not going to ask South Africa
to give us these few paltry scholarships. I think our merchant princes in
Bombay and Calcutta will be able to provide more scholarships than we want
and possibly the day may come when these scholarships may be distributed
far and wide over the Empire. 1 believe firmly in the comine together of
the different parts of the Empire, but I do not think that in ='1:hism(3011m,-i1
we should move a Resolution asking for a few scholarships, which surely our
own people can easily provide.

The Hoxourists Sk BE. HOLBERTON : Sir 1 have been induced ¢

rise and make a few remarks in opposition to the oeitimcl’
taken up by my Honourable friend, Mr. Froom I l{)a.(i ﬁot
considered that it was in any way beneath the dignity of this Council
to ask for money which had been made available by a great citizen of l:Jh
Empire for citizens of the Empire. Nor do I ‘af the present m 2
in any -way recede from that opinion. And I cannot he% feeli Oiomen
regret that the Honourable Sardar Jogendra Singh has thou I-)ht it Ht,nsome
to bring into this debate the slightest hint of a politieql nmi luneiﬁs?lry
was a citizen of the Empire. e was only by ﬁct‘-ident‘; bocr v bl" z 11;’. g 85
had his business, in Africa ; and I really and truly hope thaltl,theog%; -}]lp arr'l 11
be able to leave any idea of the question of South A croitias thlétd b‘.‘é

Apart from that, thisisa question, T think, on whichis is neeeqcare : ?i
desirable ?hat the Council of State should give theiy opinion. T a;n gl slellf
- a little tired and a little anxious over the procedure” which has rgbher

11-61 a.ar,
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come into force in this House of withdrawing motions not cleanly but,
as our President so necessarily told us yesterday, with riders. Now the
danger of these riders is that it is quite unknown whether they really carry the
approval of the House or not. Forinstance, supposing the Honourable Mr. Sethna
asked for leave to withdraw his Resolution on Government undertaking to put
forward his petition or his suggestion to the Government at Home and to the
Rhodes Trustees, the Government would be in the unpleasant position of
undertaking to put forward a recommendation which had never been voted on
by this House at all. They would be quite unable to know what the real
feeling of this House on the subject was. Therefore, Sir, T do suggest that
this Resolution should not be withdrawn on any such undertaking, but that it
should either be withdrawn altogether, or that it should be put to the House
and, if necessary, taken to a division ; and T earnestly hope that when that does
happen, the feeling of the Council will be found to be very strongly in favour
of the very patriotic and proper motion which has been put forward by the
Honourable Mr. Sethna.

The HoxouraerLe Sik MANECKJI DADABHOQY - Sir, T wish to asso-
E 5 ciate myself fully with what has fallen from my friend, the Honouy-
11-53 A.x. able Sir E. Holberton. If I amable to judge the feeling of this
House, T think the general opinion is that the Honourable Mr. Sethna should not,
withdraw this Resolution, but should press it. He has already given us the full
history of the circumstances under which the scholarships were created, ang
from the quotations which he has freely made from the will of the late
Mr. Cecil Rhodes, it is perfectly clear that no distinetion of race or creed was
contemplated by the generous donor, and that, if he had been alive to-day, he
would have perhaps extended the same generosity to the Indian Empire. Further,
it is my opinion that after the definite statement made by the Honourable
Mr. Richey to-day, that the purport of this Resolution” has already been
telegraphed to the Secretary of State, and that he has received an encouraging
veply from him stating in clear terms that, if this Couneil passes this Resolu-
tion, he will be pleased to place it before the Secretary, so that it may be placed
before the Trustees at their next meeting,—in view of that definite statement,—
I think it would be a mistake to withdraw this R esolution, I am t-herefc;re
not at all in accord with the sentiments expressed by my friend. the lilonoura,blé
Mr. Froom or the Honourable Sardar Jogendra Singh, “that out of self-respect
we should not ask a grant of .this nature. There is no question of self—respecli): n
my opinion, at all, involved in making a request of this kind, The Scholarship
which was founded by Mr. Cecil Rhodes was, as I understand, of a very broad
and national character, and though there may be g good many }peolile in India
who may be 1'9_?Ldy to e}}dow large sums of money for the purpose of 61‘eati|1;'
similar scholarships, as pointed out_by some Honourable Members. in my o )inioﬁj
that is no reason at all for refraining $o asgert the claims of Il;di&l g
matter in which, I think, the interests of 54 count ]

ry are likely to be served.
The Honovnanns Stk ZULFISARATT kgaN, o e Resclution
which is now before e Houge has evoked rather an interesting"
11-56 a.ar, i ijon, and T feel induced ¢ S S e
discussion, . %0 8ay somethine on the subject
We have heard some arguments for and againg( = € T

the Proposition put forward by
the Honourable Mr, Sethna, 3‘1f1'0t]’91' Sl’ef“*‘kel‘s, and T a?n Stronl,}qh' inclined to
think that what the Honourable Sardar Jogendra Singh and Mr, Froom have Just

said is the correct at’ﬁ_itUde with regard to this Resolution, The Honourable Mr,
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10. Holberton has said that Mr. Cecil Rhodes was a citizen of the Empire, and
therefore there is no shame in accepting what he endowed for the whole
Empire. But, Sir, the great consideration which attaches to this argument
is this, that Mr. Cecil Rhodes made his fortune in South Africa, and therefore
the Indians can lay no legitimate claim to a share in that fortune. And,
besides, Sir, the hostile attitude adopted by the South African representatives
this time in the Imperial Conference was such as to induce the people of this
country to refuse a charity, so to speak, at the hands of the South African
people. I'therefore say that it is humiliating to the self-respect and dignity
of this country to accept any such thing, which, I believe, was not meant for
India.

The HoxounasLe Sik JOHN WOOD : T move thatthe question be
now put.

The Hoxourasne Tiig PRESIDENT : T think the Council is now in a
position to come to a decision on this matter, and I will call on the Honourable
Mr. Sethna to reply.

The Hoxourasre Me. PHIROZE C. SETHNA: Sir, I am thankful
to those Members who have taken partin this discussion. and

12:1 p.y1. particularly so to the Government Member who expresseél his
cordial sympathy with the Resolution which ‘I have brought forward,
Before referring to what fell from him, T may in brief refer to the discordant
" note sounded by two of the speakers who expressed sentiments with which I
hope the majority of my Honourable Colleagues will not see their way to
agree. !

Cecil Rhodes was as much an Englishman as any other, and T thi

are just as much entitled to ask the Trustees to give 3us the beneﬁ:h?fk l‘fz
benetaction as that of any other Englishman, I may remind Honourab]
Members of a similar request made many years ago, and by which m e
Indians have profited, I mean the Gilchrist Scholarships, g

1 need not enlarge upon this point as the I
Holberton and the Hono:;ra.ble Sir Il;laueekji Dadabho
effectively, With regard to my Honowable friend, "My, Py ;
made a s)uggestion which T regret I am unable to accept.M?E\'lelllO%Iﬁlé Ghe : gt
ment Member has said that he woul.d not consider it undionified for the C(:)\ ern..l
to pass this Resolution. I may remind my Honourable friend M. Froo 1111E}1
proverb in the vernacular, which says that even a mother will not' ol / ﬁiﬂz 2
her child unless it cries for it. Therefore, Sir, if there aye these t,s}-\lrlel h'to
available, and if it is possible to obtain them, there jg Al notﬁinera;gioll);f
on the part of this country asking for the same, Y Siwrong

Now, Sir, as to the two points mentioned by th : ic
He said that everything willl) depend (1) upon }’ghe ‘ianggll-zl’;::})(}i oLfJI:i]gt \1: };ﬁys
of the donor, and (2) that it will also depend upon the funds at the dis osl-l eE
the Trustt_ees. As regards the interpretation of the wishes of the d 3 F :
the quotation which I read out, namely, clause (2v) of the BLiH the doorilo(;'r, I;Sllsrtl
have intended not to leave out any part of the Empire. The Trustees chose to
word the clause as they have done, and as 1 have rea,;l it, according to this
cl:'mse, they have taken to themselves the power of exte’ndin*" these scholar-
ships to any Colony, dependency or any place within the British Enpire.
I therefore, contend, Sir, that the interpretation is wide enough. =~ But what is

more, from the quotations I have given, it will be seen that the Trustees or

onourable Sir Rdgar
v have replied to it



994 - vouNer. or &mms. | [17rm Seer. 1991,
[Mr. Phiroze C. Sethna.]

Executors have been given very wide powers, so that they may adapt and con-
vert these benefactions according to change of time and circumstances.
Again, Sir, I think that in the original will there is no mention of Jamaica
and Barbados, whereas we find they have now given scholarships to both..., .....

The HoxourasrLe Mr. A, H. FROOM: There was provision in the
original will.

The HoxouraeLe Mr. PHIROZE C. SETHNA: T stand corrected,
Now as regards the second point, regarding the funds at their disposa], the
Honourable Mr. Froom pointed out, and 1 have also stated in my own remarks
that the revenue at the disposal of the Trustess is a large one and a growin(:
one, inasmuch as life interest has been given to some relations and friends «;.k
the late Mr, Cecil Rhodes, so that when they die the amounts reserved for
them will go to swell the amount at the disposal of the Trustees, from whicl
they can give additional scholarships. TFurther, Sir, in the codicil there is men-
tion of only five German scholarships, whereas we find that in the Bill this
number has risen-to 12, which shows that the number of scholarships is eradu-
ally increasing ; and I do believe that the Trustees and Executors Wilf have
more funds at their disposal and consequently will be able to help India if they
like. I thank Government for accepting the Resolution.

The Resolution was adopted

RESOLUTION "Re :STOPPAGE OF EXPORT OF WHEAT,

The HonourABLE Lians SUKHBIR SINHA: Sir, I rise to move the
125 2w, following Resolution, that —

‘This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to stop the export of
wheat or flour out of India till the next Rabi harvest and to take neeessary steps to lower
the high prices of other food-stuffs.” °

Sir, the question of high prices has now become 50 serious, that every per-
son, from the highest to the lowest grade, is very hard hit; and I think the
Honourable Members of this Council will agree with me when I say that these
high prices have acted a great deal in helping the non-co-operation” movement.
When these non-co-operators go to villages and to the ignorant people and sp
that bhese_l1igh prices are due to bad administration of government, to the
wrong policy of taxation, loans, ¢old standard and so on, they at once believe
them and admit that the high prices arc the outcome of the bad administration
of the British Government, Therefore, the situation has now hecome very
serious, and all of us here, as well as outside the Council and also the Goverr,.
ment, should think out what can be done to relieve the present position. Sir
so far as I remember, in no famine in this country did the rates rige so high as
they are now. In the biggest famine of 1878 or 1879, the rate of wheat never
went down helow 8 or 7 seers g rupee, whereas now it is only 44 seers to the
rupee. 1 am glad to see that the Government of Indin have stopped the
export of wheat and flour up to the next Rabi harvest ; but I may say that this
step has been_ taken rather too late, The average yield of wheat in this country
is about 9 million tons; the yield this year was only 6 million tons ~yhile we
required for our people not loss than 8 million tons, Which shows that the yield
this year was about 2 million tong Jess than what is required for our own main-
tenance.  When there was no surplus, I wonder why the Government of India
allowed any export of wheat at all gut of the couniry,
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(At this stage, the Honourable the President vacated the Chair, and the
Honourable Sir Dinshaw Wacha occupied it.). .

Sir. T have made some calculations ; and if they are correct, I find that in
this couiﬁry a total of 76 million tons of all grains is produeed: For our own
maintenance, for the mamtenance _of the whole of the population of India, we
require not less than 72 or 71 million tons every year, for the people as well ag
for our cattle and for seed. I Lave got several figures here a’,“d; they show that
we require about 50 million tons for the people, about 20 million tons for our
cattle and about 2 million tons for seed ; the total comes . to a.bout. TL or 72
million tons. The ordinary total yield is about 76 million tons, which gives a
surplus of only 5 or 6 millions to be exported. This year the yield has been very
little and there was hardly any surplus to Le exported.

Now the question arises as to what has led to these hig-h_ prices. Tt is a
very difficult question to solve, but, so far as I can see, I think the reasons
which have led to these high prices may be said to be these. First, there wag
no control on the export of food-stuffs, not only upon wheat, but upon other
orains also. The second is, that there was less import of rice from  Burma,
That has also had a great effect on the price of rice and wheat in _this country.
The third reason, to my mind, 1s that thl_s year on account of‘hlgh prices the
tenants have hoarded up some of the grain either for speculation or for their
own use. Another reason was that there’ was a great shortage of Wagons, with
the result that it was not possible to take grains from one place to another in the
country. For instance, if there was any cheap grain in one place, it wag very
difficult to take it to those places where the prices were higher, and, therefore,
the high prices could not he 1_-eheved by getting ch.ea;_) gram from placeg whera
it was abundant and the prices cheaper. Sir, similar Is the case with other
food-stuffs like milk and ghee, and we require these thmgg every
tea, for our food, and for so many other purposes.  The prices of t
have also gone up abnormally 1]:19,‘11. 3 Now the question arises ag t
be done to relieve the present situation. I hopt_a the .Mcmbers of
will state their experience and their views on this subject, bl_lt I thi
that should be immediately taken are that whatever orain is now stored gt the
sea-ports of Bombay, Karachi and Lﬁlf'“tta* should not be allowed to be
exported, and, if possible, should be sent back to those places from where it was
taken. More Burma rice should be fxllo?xreq to be Imported into this country,
because a large portion of the population in Bengal, Madras, _Bombmy and even
in the United Provinces and the Punjab, depends upon rice, and' T have no
doubt this will relieve the situation to a large extent. Then, again, the railway
authorities should be asked to supply more wagons to grain merchants in order to
bring: grain from one place to another when they cap manage to do so. At
present Wagons are not sufficiently supplied, and the grain merchants feel
a great Want of them, and this should be remedied a5 50 as possible,

Another question now before usis, what should be done for the future. Tt
is a very big problem for the Government to solve, Qf course, the present
sitnation can he solved by accepting the sugeestionsg that I have laid above,
but the great question to solve is, What we should do and what Government
should do for the future, so that such a situation may not arise again. Sir, to
my mind, the present produce per acre of land in thig country 1s very small,
If we compare the figures of produce in this country with other countries, they
will be found to be very startling. The produce of wheat per acrein this coun-
fry is only about 11 bushels ; while in Denmarlk it is about 33 bushels ; in

day for our
hese things
o what can
this Couneil
nk tle steps
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Spain 14 bushels, France 13 bushels, Great Britain 29 bushels. It should
be remembered that these countries are mnof agricultural, while India is an
~ agricultural country. Then, again, the produce of wheat per acre in the Nether-
];nds is 30 bushels, Sweden 23 bushels, Switzerland 32 bushels, Canada,
17 bushels, United States 14 bushels, Japan 32 bushels rzmd Egypt 29 bushels,
(At this stage the Honourable Sir Dinshaw Wacha vacated and {he
Honourable the President resumed the Chair.)

Now, Sir, from this we can see that India produces the smallest
and there must be some reasons for this, but I am sorry that never
serious attempt been made by the Government or the people to obtain mope
produce from land. Government no doubt Las started Agricultural Depart-
ments in every Province, and they have a big: Department here to control all the
Provincial Departments. But as a man of some experience, as an agriculburist
and as a big landholder myself, T can say that very little practical steps haye
been taken by these Depmtmentg. W hel_l Iudja. is an a.g-'rlcultural
when we have everything available which Nature can give us, as regards
manure, abundant water-supply and a fertile land, there is 1 reason
why we should not be able to produce more than any other country on
the face of this earth can produce, Sir, in order to get more produce
from land, there are several factors which require Investigation, and I iy
draw the attention of the Honourable Member in c.harg'e_- Of the Revenue
and Agriculture Department to give his full attention to these factors. Tf we
can get; more produce from land, we shall have it in a,bundance,h not only for
internal consumption, but also for export, in which c.asehwe shall have no
objection to allow export from this country. I think lt at my Honoura.b]e
friend, Sardar Jogendra, Singh will oppose the Resolution on the point
of export. Last March I remember he moved a Resolution in this C(_mngal
and I supported him in the matter of allowing exports. But, Sir, in
this case when we find that we have no surplus to spare, }Vhen we find
that we have hardly enough grain even for our own consumption, I do not
know how far we shall 1e justified in saying that we should allow
exports from this country, Tf we try to get more produce from land, we
shall be able not only to maintain ourselves, but also to allow exports o e
countries ; but when thereis ng surplus, how can any export be allowed ? m

more produce from land, the first thing to which we should
attention is to increase the 1} ;

per acre,
has any

country,

] 0 get
: devote our
ullock power, because until the land jg

Properly
tilled and ploughed, we cannot expect to geb more'produco. So far as m
calculation goes, the bullock power here is only one-fourth of what 1t ought to

be. The latest figures supplied to me go kindly by my friend, My

Secretary to the Revenue ang Agriculture Department, show that t
number of bullocks in this country is 43 millions, and of ploughs 93’
Deducting

about half the bullpeks from this total as doing othey work of
cartage, ete., and being infiyy, and old, there remain about 22 million bullpeks
for 11 million ploughs. The total number of acres ploughed ig about 998
millions. That shows that opne pair of bullocks has to plough aboyut 20 acres
instead of 5 acres, the maximyy, which shows that the bullocl power in this
eountry is only one-fourth of vt it should have been.

The question of manure is another very important thing, My, villagers do
not get sufficient manure. Whatayear they get they burn for cookin food and
for other purposes, and some st 3

C ¢ eps should be taken to supply them with manure
gither from outside or from their own villages, and also sclentific methods he

Hullah,
he total
milliong,
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introduced by which they can improve their stock of manure and how. to'store
it should be explained to them. _ )

Well, Sir, T do not wish to take up too much of the time of this Council
in discussing this question, but I do want to impress upon it that bone manure
is the best of all. On some other occasion I propose to move a Resolution on
this question, but that will be later on. I would add that T am not alone in
saying that bone manure is the best because all the experts admit it.............

The. Hovourasie THE PRESIDENT : Order, order. The H onou'ra.bles
Member must not give expression in anticipation to remarks which are relevant
only to another Resolution of which he has given notice. wida s

The Iloxourannr Lana SUKHBIR SINHA: After this comes the
question of irrigation. In some Provinces the supply of canal water has reached
its maximum. In the United Provinces, I think a new Sarda canal is being
constructed, but no further extensions can be made. In the Punjab, I think on%
more scheme for a canal is going to be taken in hand. T would suggest that
well irrigation be extended by putting pumps on wells and that more rain
water should be utilised than is done at the present time. In this country out
of about 37 inches of rain-fall, only about 2 inches were used for the purposes
of irrigation, while about 13 inches passed off as waste. If steps be taken to
reserve more rain-fall and to bring insome other systems of atificial irrigation
the country would be much better off. : r

There is one more point, Sir, and that is the question of cattle, Tn order to
inerease bullocks, I would strongly urge that the question of providing pasture
Jand "and dairy farms and putting a stop to the slaughter of cattle. be
carefully congidered. If we shall have more bullocks and cows, T am sure the
prices of foodstuffs, grain, milk and ghee are bound to go down, and I believe
thatif the Government, with the co-operation of the people, will do this people
will have more produce from the land and the scarcity will pass off very soom
making the people quit: happy and contented. = With these few remarks, Sir,
T move my Resolution in the hope that Honourable Members of this Couneil
will be in full sympathy with it, and that they will give us their views and
experience in regard to this subject.

The HoxourRABLE COLONEL SIR U_MAR HAY AT KT ANSeg et
15 gyt path regarding this Resolution is cut and dried because,asg
&2 B yemindar, I must opposeit. You, Sir, and the Council. will
remember that we had a Resolution in Delhi lagt Session, and in the
course of its debate my Honourable friend who hag Toved T AT
tion helped us a great deal. Bubt now he seems to have changed his
m1';1(_1, and we can now judge how much of a Zemindar he is. In et
opnion the reagon for the present: searcity is not because. grain ‘.is e
exported.  This is incorrect. The Government of the i’unjib i e
Inquiries mto this question and have approached various firms on the subject
anf{il-th(iy have come to the conclusion that the yumours are wrone. Neither”-
a dl%l ike Ralli Brothers nor any other firm can buy at the prescnrija 7
1?};]11' ] e in Zﬂ position to be able to sell it again. T T remember correctly, I

e ]ch{Je emmdairs Passed a Resolution in this Council to the effect that there
shoi ilng.l-estnctlons_, and I appeal to my Honourable friends not to go
l)l? G o‘(i:; itlef%i{ Word: It‘- would be -quite a different thing if the Government
hough 1t to ,bnn.ﬂ‘ in an Ordinance to change it ; but to pass a Resolution
like ’E,].us to-day, in view of the Resolution which $his Council accepted last
Session would, in my opinion, be very wWrong, You are all slected from

a
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different parts of the country, and to decide on a question and then contradict
P ‘ v q
yourselves would be a most improper course to take ...............

(The Honourable Lala Sukhbir Sinha rose to his feet.)

: The HoxovrasLe tHE PRESIDENT :  Crder, order. The Honourable
Member has'no right to rise in his seat and interrupt another Member who ig
speaking, unless that Member gives way because the Member who is speaking
ig in possession of the House. The Honourable Menber must therefore reserve
any remarks he may wish to make until the termination of the speech of the
Member who is speaking, unless that Member is willing' to give way. 1 have
already given that ruling on several oceasions.

The HoxourasLt Coroyen S UMAR HAYAT KHAN . Then,
again, Sir, the. Government have promised that we shall have cheap grain
shops ; they will be very useful. And there is a Fund in existence called the
Famine Relief Fund. T think it is high time that that Fund saw the light of
day and proved itself worthy of its existence. '

It is a well-known thing throughout the country that whenever there is 4
tax, it is always put on to the Zemindars. Zemindars are not the wealthiest
people in the country, why should not others be taxed to the same extent ?
Wealthier people should be taxed more—they spend their money as they like—
that question, I venture to sugeest, is one which the Government should take
up, 5o as to get more money and run cheap grain shops for the benefit of the
country. Some merchants buy up a lot of foodstuffs and hoard it $ill the
prices go up, and then they sell it at a big profit. T think the Government
ought, to step in and inform them not to do so. '

My Honourable friend who has moved this Resolution has given us a few
calenlations which T suppose he has worked out very carefully. To use a mild
expression, I would say that I do not think they are accurate. Tor instance,
my Honourable friend says that the Government has got no institution where
people can be taught, to produce more foodstuffs. T am afraid that it is not
correct, becanse there is g, college at Liyallpur where people are taught agricul-
tural subjects, and where the v:?a]_-ioug seeds like No. 8 .:m(l No. 11 are produced,
I send some of my own men there so T am in a position o state facts. Now
the Honourable Mover said that somethine like 20 acres are ploughed by a Zu/i,
I am not making a personal attack on m; friend but am only chafling him.

The HoNOURABLE 11p PRESIDENT : Order, order. The Honourable
Member must address his remarks to the Chair.

The HoNourasin Coroyr, Srp UMAR HAYAT KHAN: Tbeg your
‘pardon, Sir. T will.approach my Honourable friend through the Chair.  In my
Province the bullocks are mucl hettep than some of the bullocks I have seen in
the United Provinces and they cannot do as much as 20 acres.

. Then my Honour@b]e friend referred to canals and he is again incorrect in
his staterpentz beeanse in my Province there are schemes ‘under contemplation
a,ngl alsp in Sind, besides vartous other places, and I think it will take some-
thing like 50 years before theg, schemes and these canals are completed. -

In conclusion, Sir, may T 5o ress the hope that the Government
Member, who very kindly ¢ Ba, exD |

B gaveus an undertaking that very shortly the res-
trictions on the export of food-graing would be removed, though it was a long
time past, will not, instead of fulfilling his promise, forget it or go back on it,
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The HoxouraBLE Sit MANECKJI DADABHOY : Sir, I fail to perceive
the utility of this Resolution after the definite statement—at
12-31 P Joact ag regards the first part of this Resolution—made by His
3 Exceilency the Viceroy the other day in Couneil that no grains would be allowed
to be exported from India till the 31st of March next, z_md I t13eref0re, presume
that the object which my Honourable friend has in view in introducing this
Resolution in Council is to invite an academic discussion on the latter portion
of his Resolution, namely, that in which he asks Government to take the
necessary steps to lower the high prices of food-grains.

I willat once state that the question of food-grains is of yital import-
ance to the country and, in view of the fact that since the cessation of the
war for the last three years the prices instead of going down have steadily
increased, has given a great deal of concern and anxiety to the people of the
country. But Iam unable to see what steps Ciove}'l-lment'. could possibly take to
lower the high prices of food-stuffs, and in this connection I expected to
hear some concrete or constructive schemes or suggestions from my Honourable
friend, Lala Sukhbir Sinha, but unfortun.:ztelly in the long speech which he has
just delivered, though he has somewhat digressed from the real issue and - com-
mented on the productive capacity of the country and the productive power of
the soil of; India as compared with other countries, he was not at all in & posi-

- tion to throw any material light on the subject,

I shall not speak about the productive power of the Indian soil or the
yield which in India we can obtain per acre as compared with other countries,
nor ghall T answer his charge of inanition against Government because the
Government Member is here and my 1-!0110um_b1e friend, Mr. Sarma, will it
him a complete reply on that point.  But 1 may, in passing, in this connec-
tion, as well ask my friend, the Honourable Lala Sukhbir Sinha (and he him-
self says that he is a great Zamindar) what steps has he himself taken to jm-
prove the cultivation of his land to bring it in conformity with the standards
of other Buropean nations, what scientific measures, what
has he himself adopted in his own part of the land for the purpose of improv-
ing the yield of the soil? If Za-mlllldil_l's of the capacity and great wealth of
my Honourable friend, Lala Sukhbir Sinha, take a lead in the matter, T think
that it will be a great day for this country, and they will do m
attacking Government in season and out of season on the g
supposed inefficiency or inability to adopt suitable measures,

scientific appliances

ore good than
round of their

At the same time, Sir, the subject which my friend has touched is of
considerable importance, and I hope that several Members will join in this
debate and place before Government constructive schemes, if possible, in_order
to see if the prices of foodgrains could be lowered, To my mind, the whole
difficulty is due to economic causes. It is impossible toaseribe these high
rates of foodstuffs to any one single cause. There are a combination of causes,
there are world factors besides which are operating since the closing of the
la.Lst great war, and which have induced not onl y the prices of foodg:ra.ins to
rise in this country, butin other countries. I also think the causes are more or
less symptomatic. They are in conformity with the rige of prices in European
countries.  So far ag the total yield of the country is concerned, it is not after
all seriously small, and, with {his year’s plentiful monsoon, I do not share the
apprehensions of my friend, the Mover of the Resolution, as regards the volume
of the nexb crop, - .
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- Ak 'the’ Council is aware, a great” deal "of .profiteering is still going on.

‘The great &itise of this . increase,—to my mind, the vital cause—is profiteerin
va'.liiérclﬁéﬁ“izg: I do not think there has béen a substantial reduct.lon ‘in the
‘aggregate .qﬂa,dtity.‘ - Of course, our last two harvests have suﬁerefl In compar-
ison with the ‘previous hatvests, but many of you must have noticed ‘that the
é,ctiyfﬁif@s of the profiteers during the last two years have been very. consider-
2ble, I know, from persohal knowledge, that in some parts of the Province to
“Which' T belong, large stocks of foodgrains were held by big ‘and wealthy
merchants and that they were unwilling to part with their stocks under pressure
“6f any kind. ~In this connection, of course, the system of control was brought
into operation three years ago, but, as all of you know, that system of contrdl
has egregiously failed. Tha remedy was, to my mind, worse than the disease,
e system of control gave much scope to corruption and also to thfa a.l'bltrmy

exercise of certain powers which were resented by the people of this _count
and" which also worked prejudicially to their interests. 'The great difﬁculty
‘In-this mater, o my mind, isnot always the shortage of foodgra‘ns, but af
“times the difficulty of transport. There may be in one part of the country or
Province large quantities of foodgrains which in- the busy season which starts
m*November and’ ends in March, it is oftéh“verx"‘diﬁicult.to remove them,

the

difficulty of transport. I was véry pleased to see the other day that the Py
. Government. has adopted a rather sagacious measure in the matter by i@suing a
.Communiqué that the railway authorities in the Punjab had agreed to earmayk
‘& certain percentage of their wagons for the transport of foodstuffs, and that
Indents. for wagons for foodstuffs would receive priority. I would appeal to the
-Government in this matter. and trust they'would see their Wway to impress upon

1 Provincial Governments and also  upon the, Railway Board the .de.Sil’ai)ilit
-of giving' some sort of similar preference for the transport of fﬁoodg}‘ains throug-h;
0ut India. If that is done, I think a certain measure, of relief will be. obtaineg
‘though 1. will not say that that relief will be wholly adequate or eon;}%ete. o
- Lwould algo suggest- that, in the _m.atte,l‘ of- foodgra.l_ns, the. ] Povineja]
Governments, either through municipalities, wherever they emsﬁ,,;or.,_tb_mu h
their local boar , should have some sort of survey of their food stoolgs -Périgdica)-
Iy undertaken and whey these surveys are completed, (of cours¢: it Will b
Aimpossible _to effectively deal with people who.have large stocks of grain o,
absence of statutory powers), Government at any rate can issue executive 1nstrye.
tions to the railway authorities that they should not supply Wagons to thoge
merchants and other profiteers Wwho have got large stocks already on hang g, in
‘heir godowns and who refuse to unload them. - These people "when they are
able to obtain railway facilities give large orders for wagons, apd when they
ave accumulated their stocks by cornering the market, they wait for syel, time
they can unload their stocks' at considerably higher and ruinous rates,

Sy, Shat if something is done to prevent these people who kasp large
stocks in their hand from obtaining further facilitiesin the matter of transport,
16 will, .1 Some measure, alleyiate the difficulty. -In bhis connection, ag said
!t)efqre, 1t 1s very difficult to suggest any constructive proposals, but T think that
1t will not be a bad idea for the local authorities, as well'as for phila,nthropic
citizens, whenpever they find that in a particular area the prices of foodgra,ins ‘are
Vely heavy, to adopt in combination ertain measures for opening rival grain-
shops and to ge]] grain af a comparatively lower rate than' that at which it is

sold by traders, That would be one other method of attaining the object in view,

njab’
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I- do not at all, in sugges@ing these 1'f3medies, for a moment; urge
that they are comprehensive remedies for securing the object in view. Tt is
very very difficultin a matter like this fo suggest anything very practical,
But these are the few suggestions that I can possibly contribute on the subject.
I shall be very glad if other Honourable Members who follow me have
any other proposa,ls to make, becanse the matter is of very vital importa.nce
and should not be treated with the levity with which my Honourable friend
Colonel Sir Umar Hayat Khan, has considered it. ‘ i

As regards export, I think I would be wanting in all fairness if I did not
congratulate the Honqurable Mr. Sarma for his sagacious obstinacy' during
the last Delhi Session in resisting our proposal then to remove the embarco
on the export of food-stuffs The events that have taken place since we Tadh
met in Delbi have fully justified the position then taken up by him on behalf
of Government. Ilowever, I must urge at the same time that there are other
vital questions: so much interwoven with the question of export that this
embargo on export should not be allowed to remain a day longer than is ahso-
lutely necessary. Because, 1f you stop the export of food-grains, the producer is
the person who, in the first instance, seriously suffers. If you allow free ex-
ports, the prices which the producer will obtain for his goods will be compar‘a-
tively much higher than when the exports are stopped and only the needs of
the Jocal population are to be supplied. And, after all, as ‘you know, it is the
producer who has to be watched and protected in interest of the agricultural
prosperity of the country. If he gets higher rates for his produce, he will 50
on cultivating food-stuffs. When the price of cotton, two years ago, was vet;
very high, when cotton was sold at Rs. 700 per candy, what was the result z
The following sowing season people went. in for the sowing of cotton and n £
the other food-stuffs. A larger area was sown the following Yyear with cott ¥
In conclusion, I appeal to the Honourable Member that as soon as circumsta i
pernit, - as soon as our harvest for the year in question has boeen secured DUES
absolutely assured, not a day should be lost by Government 3n _ran
this embargo. I wouldalso suggest to my Honourable friend thler{m‘
that after the discussion that has taken place on this Resol i
presume his only intention in introducing it was to |
of Government the present serious position 1'ega.rding
his way not to press his Motion.

The HoNouraBLE Satvidp RAZA ALL: Sir, T would sue ;
1945 p. 31 ohservations very briefly before the I—Io'noull.lfbﬂau%{z[;ﬂ%ke i two
SR malke a reply on behalf of Government, Gey il bl

two factors contribute to the rise of prices. The fip "erally speaking, Sir,
+ ; : irst of these can always be
and has been so in this country, the export of orain 1o thi { e
other countries. The sceond cause, so far ag f o seem usb el P
and profiteering by those who are engaged in this tr;;d: = 0?1 cfﬁge?ﬁ
point, the Government have issued a Communiqug HisiBxeolle i:h
Viceroy also dealt with the matter in his speech with whicl L 3
the Session of the Teois<latur I T B, 1cu'he opened
Dadal it coislature. must jom the Honourable Sir Maneckji
adabhoy in congratulating the Honourable My, Sarma in stoutl refusin'l‘
]&%t I\Im‘.ch to remove the embargo on the export of foodstuffys That
being so, it seems to me that the only other cause that > i
can be the holding of 1ay ks vt e U L B
I must say, is a %latte;ge sbocks by thos.o wh are interested in the trade. That,
it is theref(;re ver diﬁicmﬁ: ‘;hwh o qui‘ﬁo:ent mform&t.lqn 1® foztheommg, _a.nd
Juts Beoving) it ¥ ; ult for us to discuss that proposition. Therefore, with-
Yy tormal Amendment, I would simply suggest whether the

ing
Tover,
solution, and T
bring to the . attention
high prices, he will see
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Government would not be prepared to appoint a small Committee of two or three
Members to go into the question and to visit the important centres of trade... ..

. The Hoxourapre g PRESIDENT : Order, order. If the Honourable
Member wishes to make the suggestion, I must ask him to bring it forward
i the form of an Amendment. Tt has been suggested once this morning, and
I thoroughly agree with those remarks, that it is not fair to bring these matters
forward by way of suggestion. If the Honourable Member thinks that he
should bring up the point, it should be in the form of an Amendment.

The HoNouraBLr « Sa1yip RAZA ALT : I hope, Sir, that asthe Honour-
able Mover has requested in the Resolution, the Government will talke necessary
steps to:lower the prices of foodstuffs. I do not know what steps Government
propose to take. But the method I have suggested is one of those steps that
are surely open to Government. I do not want to bring any Amendment, but
I simply thought that that sugzestion was covered by the last words of the
Resolution. 1 do not think T need take up more of the time of this Council, and
I would simply content myself with making that suggestion.

The Hoxourasre Mr. B. N. SARMA : Sir, the subject-matter of this
Torio Resolution has been naturally exercising the minds not only of
2 “° the officers of Government, but of the public at large, and I
sympathise with the desire of the Honourable Lala Sulkhbir Sinha to invite
a discussion in this Council of a problem which is of essential importance to the
welfare of the country., Tam glad I have been able to give him a Govern-
ment day for the discussion of the subject. Tt is clear now that the first part
of this Resolution is unnecessary, inasmuch ag the Government has already
announced its policy of not relaxing the embargo on the export of wheat and
wheat flour, except to the extent mentioned already in the Communiqué till the
31st March, 1922, because the word, ** next radi harvest * is rather vague, and
the 31t of March, 1922, would practically comprise the period. I think we
have therefore complied with the request made in the first part of the proposition.
- What I was anxious about was to hear constructive suggestions as to the
further steps, if any, which the Government, asa resultof this discussion,
might adopt to lower the prices of foodstuffs in general. T take it that the
Honourable Member, when he used the words “ other foodstuffs ,”” was perfect-
ly satisfied with the measures already adopted in respect of wheat and conse-
quently that he wishes to see as to whebher the Government can take steps
towards lowering the prices of rice and other foodstuffs which arc admittedly
high. But I shall, however, deal with the subject of foodstuffs generally.
There is not the slightest doubt that the people are seriously embarrass-
ed by the sudden rise of prices of foodstuffs, especially of wheat during the
last few weeks. Thereis ng apparent cause for this sudden rise inasmuch
as o new factors have been introduced into the country accounting for this
rise, nor does the world position in ceneral justify it.  'We know, as a matter
of fact, that the price of wheat in Australia and other countries is much lower
than in this country, and merchants have already taken steps to import wheat
from Australia into the country, hecause it pays them to do so, and the Gov-
ernment have tried to encournoe them to do so by permitting the export of
wheat flour to the extent of ﬁf‘f,y per cent. of what is manufactured in the
flour mills of this country from the quantities so imported. There isno doubt
that last year’s crop was a deficient crop as we anticipated it would be, perhaps
a little more deficient th.a.n W¢ expected i to be.  Itis 6,700,000 tons and not
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- 6,000,000 as put by the Honourable Lala Sukhbir Sinha, but even taking that the

production is so low, there is no reason to ap prghend that there is.not enough stock
in the country to keep the country going: till the next 7rad: harvest, hecause
the previous year’s crop was 10,000,000, and therefore the crop of the two
years put together would be about 16,800,000, and we have not exported more
than 3 or 400,000 of wheat during this period. Consequently, even assuming
that the normal requirements of the country would be about 8,000,000 an

odd, there must be enough wheat stocks in the country to maintain the people
till the next 7abi harvest, and therefore the Government do not think that the
rise, is due to any depletion of the stocks of wheat in this country,
There is no doubt that there was some misapprehension in the minds of
the people with regard to the price ruling in foreign countries, with regard
to the policy of the Government whether they would remove the embargo
on export, with regard to the quantities which have been exported from
this country to forelgn countries, and it may be tha:t these factors; to a
certain extent, brought about this sudden rise, especially in the Punjab.
But it is unnecessary to expatiate upon them, because Government have
already taken steps to show that there is absolutely no foundation for many of
these misunderstandings and misapprehensions. No quantities of +wheat
beyond those that have been already communicated to the country have been
permitted during the last few months. There has been an absolute prohibi-
tion,  except to the extent already mentioned in .tlns Council on previous occa-
sions, not merely with regard to wheat, but with regaid to rice and other
foodstuffs, and consequently there is nothing that the Government could have
done in the way of refaining within the country foodstuffs produced in this
country, which has not been done during the last year or the last two years,
But apart from that, there is ground for us to be a little optimistic as to the
future. Crop reports from all over the country are clearly indicative of our
being able to reap rich harvests in the next few months. The condition of the
crope=up to the present is described as fair in Burma, fairly good in Assam,

~fair in Bengal, good in Bihar and Orissa, good in the United Provinces,

normal in the Punjab, thriving in Rajputana and Bombay, fairly good in
Central India, and very good in the Central Provinces, and in Madras also,
except in one or two cast coast districts, the eon@ition of the crops is very
good, Consequently, during the next few months, inasmuch as we are likel y
to reap good Lharif crops, thfz harvest is likely to go towards reducing the
dependence of the people upon rice and wheat, and we anticipate a decline - in
the price of jawar, bujra and Ofﬁhel' f:)ml—crops and a consequent decline in the
price of wheat as well as of rice. There are indications already that the
maximum has been reached and that the prices are slowly declining,
Wheat has declined from 9-14 to 9-6 in Tyallpur, and we - see
in Bombay, Delhi and Caleutta there has been a slow ecline.  With regard
to rice, the price in Bombay has been fairly steady although it has increased
during the previous few months. In Caleutta, it continues to be steady at
6-3. In _ Madras, it has fallen from 7-6  to g-14. In. Cawnpore,
it has shown a  decline” from 8-5 °to 7-13. Tn Nagpur, it is steady
and in Patna, there has been a decline from 7-4-6 to 6-6-g. The latter figures
that I am quoting are figures that we hm:e had up to the 14th =Septémber.
The price of &ajra is unfortunately still high, in Bombay, it is steady, in the
Punjab and Sindh, it shows a decline of 12 annas, Tp jawar there has been
a decline during the recent few weeks. Consequeutly,_ both from the crop
_1-eports that we have received from the various Provinces, as well as the
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indications we have in the decline in prices, 1 do not think that the
country need be very apprehensive as to the immediate future. That does not
mean that the Government are not apprehensive of the enormous increase
which has already taken place, which even now obtains in' the price of
foodstuffs, because compared with pre-war prices, compared with the prices
which obtained even in 1919, the prices obtaining at the present moment
are very high, and consequently there must be a good deal of distress
especially among the poorer classes throughout the country. Buf one
significant feature which gives room for satisfaction is, that the figures
regarding famine works, figures showing the number of people relieved from
their distress in the various Provinces point to a steady decline in almost
every affected Province, and that shows that the people are able to withstand
this high price to a remarkably satisfactory extent. Government have been
considering what further steps should be taken towards reducing still further
the prices of these foodstuffs.
' As Honourable Members are awarve it is a very difficult problem, and we
are fully conscious of the fact that any tinkering with trade or the interruption
of the normal channels of trade would only make the re nedy worse than the
disease. There may be temporary relief afforded here and there, which ma
perhaps give some short-lived satisfaction. When the Government tried the
experiment by introducing the Commerce Ordinance into the Punjah and
Bengal, there was momentary relief, but the neb result was that imports into
districts where the food-grain stocks were low were mterrupted and the prices
grew to abnormally high dimensions. Consequently, Honourable Members, I
feel sure, would support the Government in their desire not to interfere with
trade as far as it may be possible to do so. Whatever could he done has heen
done and is being done. Encouragement is being given to the import of wheat,
Encouragement is given by way of relaxing the embargo on the export of
wheat flour from such imported wheat. With regard to rice, we have already
stopped the export of rice from Burma to foreign countries, and the remaining
quantity would be available to India and to countries dependent upon India.
Exports to countries with a laroe Indian population has been the policy pursued
by the Government unswervingly during the last two years, and 1 am sure that
1o Honourable Member here would ask the Government to depart from that
poliey of trying to meet the conveniences and the needs of the Indian popu-
lation overseas, In respect of rice, therefore, we have taken all the steps that
we could. The price of rice o doubt has risen abnormally in Burma. The
Burma Government, which naturally had ‘some doubts about what ought to
be the correct attitude of the Government in this respect, is now gomewhat
anxious to see that prices do not goup further, and T am sure that ith the
¢o-operation of the people of Burma, the Burma Government, the Burma
Ierchants and the Tndian public in general and the bright prospects of the
Tice crop, tl}e rice situation will ba rendered easier and more sa,tisfaetol.y_ With
regard to jawar, “bajra, ragi and the other food-g‘l‘ﬁills on which the poorer
classes of the people depend, we have no reason to believe that the next few
months would not bring in 2 vich harvest. :
~Now, Sir, Honourable Members and the public, I_ hope, will be able to
realise that. we have to a certain extent given protection to the people of this
country which may not long he permitted to continue, and the pegent rise in
prices is clearly indieative that the Government have done all that they could
in order to provide a check oyer a rise in the price of foodstuffs. We
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prevented wheat being purchased by any merchant for export at a price higher
‘than Rs. 5-8-0, and while that Government prohibition continued we had
reason to believe that the price mounted up to Rs. 5-12-0, 6-0-0, and it has
:since risen to 9-14-0, and it 1s now 9-6-0 at Lyallpur, though lower elsewhere.
'Of course it is bound to go down because it has been artificially raised to a
ifigure which it ought neverto have reached, because at that price it would
pay a merchant to import wheat from abroad and consequently it is bound
to go down to Rs. 8-14-0 or 8-12-0 at current rates. It cannot be main-
tained at the present rate at which it is being sold in the Punjab. Buf
it will be foolish for us at the same time to expect that the prices would
‘@0 down very low—+to the same extent as they did occupy in pre-war times
cor in 1919 when our prices were lower than the world price. Consequently,
while we may expect reasonably a fall in the price of wheat within the next
few weeks owing to the imports of foreign wheat, it may not be unreasonable
to expect the maintenance of a fairly high standard of price until possibly the
mext harvest comes.  Of course it cannot be gainsaid that the previous harvest
‘taken along with the balance of the crop of 1919-20 could be sufficient for the
needs of the peop!: during this year. ~But we are proceeding on statistical
-calculations, and we @5 not know where we are wrong and whether we are
wrong in this particular respect. The Government of the Punjab and the
‘Government of the United Provinces, which are the Governments principally
-concerned in this question, have during the last few weeks been instituting

inquiries as to the immediate causes of the rise and how it can be remedied,,

-and Honourable Members have already been .told what steps are being taken
by these Governments for this purpose by way of helping municipalities
-and local boards which are desirous of maintaining cheap grain shops. It is
sometimes glibly talked asif the Central Government and Exchequer could rush
to the rescue of the Provincial Governments and enable the people to buy grain
at cheap rates. The Government of India are no longer responsible for famine
expenditure. Subject to certain restrictions, that policy is now entirely in the
hands of the Provincial Governments, and no Central Funds can be utilised for
this purpose. Nor is there any indication of any desire to take advantace of
famine relief as is clearly evident from the fact that the number of persons on “relief
works and receiving gratuitous relief generally has been steadily declining.
But apart from that the cost would be prohibitive. Assumine that the normal
production of food-grains is about 60 million tons for British India, it has
been computed by the Honourable Mr. Innes to be roughly an averase of about
57 during the five years preceding 1917-18: and about 62 in 1918-19 the
normal export being about 24 million tons from India proper which is a ve
low margin, about 5 million tons of food-stuffs are required:in British India
monthly. If the Government wants to help the people by reducing the price
even to the extent of one rupee, it will cost them  about 134 crores bper mlzmth
or 162 erores per year. I'do notknow whersfrom this morfey can be found. If
Honourable- Members and the public can devise ways by ‘which this huoe s

of money can be found for the purpose of reducing artificially the price . hl'l?li
must be paid, having regard to the normal level of prices thgn son})elwg “(;ozid
be found forit, but it seems to me to be such a gigantie taskthat no Leoji?s]ative
Council or Government would ever undertake, apart from the wisdom of the
adoption of ‘such a course, - I-only mention this foy the purpose’ of vemov-
ing a misapprehension that the Government has some means by swhich *it
could, if 1t chose; bring down prices, but that itrdoes mot esercise that sower
Taking 'the ‘total amount of wheat consumption per annum, at;. thepﬁgurf;
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mentioned by the Honourable Mover, it works out to be 18 million maunds per
month. Eighteen million maunds per month at one rupee would mean a crore
and 80 lakhs, Where United Provinces or Bihar or the Punjab are to find
2 crores of rupees per month is more than I can say. The figures would be
smaller of course if the relief be limited to particular classes. Therefore, the
country must be prepared to face, gradually no doubt, this position, namely, that
it cannot be artificially protected and ‘that it must be prepared to buy at
-world prices. It is the bounden duty of the public as well as the Government
to make the transitional stage as easy as possible. I think I have already
explained the measures that have been taken by the Government, and if
Honourable Members would suggest any other measures tl}ey would be ha Py
to adopt them if they are practicable. The Honourable Saiyid Raza Ali threw
out a hint that a Committee might be appointed. I do not myself think that
very great good will come out of that Committee. We had a Committee sitting-
during the life of the old Council, and I shall not have the slightest objection
to invite as many members as may be interested in the matter to help me,
when necessary, with suggestions and to devise ways'and means by which we
can alleviate the sufferings of the people. It need not be a formal- Committee.
It need not be appointed by a Resolution of the Government or of the Council,
and I shall always be willing to receive the help of any members of this.
Council, the other House or the outside public in solving this problem.

I do not think it is necessary for me to go into the other points that have
been mentioned by the Honourable Lala Sulkhbir Sinha. I think the Honourable-
Mover was absolutely wrong in his remarks which may be construed as charg ing
the Government with not doing its duty in not taking steps to increase the
productive capacity of the soil or increasing the food production of the country.
The question of aggregate food production has only got a relatively remote-
bearing on the immediate issue before us. The question as to what steps
will have to be taken to increase food production in the near future or the
distant future has got a bearing, no doubt, upon this Resolution, but I thought
that what we were met for now is to devise what steps can be taken immediately
to reduce the hardships of the people from this abnormal sudden rise of prices
of some commodities. But T may remind the Honourable Member that the-
Government, as ‘the public are already aware, have largely increased the
irrigation facilities of the country, and they have during the last few monthe.
sent up to the Secretary of State laroe schemes and have either obtained his.
sanction, or are about to obtain his sanckion o, projects worth crores of rupees,,
and that schemes costing 60 and 70 crores of rupeées have been or are being
worked out, and it only remains for the Tiocal Legislatures and the people to find
the ways and means for carrvine out these projects which the Honourable
Mover has so much at heart, - Tf Snly we can find the people ready and willing-
to help us to find the means o carry out the projects we have on hand, the-
Sakkar Barrage project, the Sutlej Valley project, the Sardha project,—the
Kistna and Metur project, the projects we havein Bengaland elsewhere—I am
sure the food-production problem will 4o a great extent be solved. Nor is the
Agriculture Department idle asthe Honourable Member imagines, T think it
1s only those that have been watching the working of that Department who-
are aware of what great good has already been done by the: officers of the
- Department in numerous Ways, in analysing the soils, improving the quality of

the seed, ete., in trying to combat digeage among crops and cattle alike. It is



STOPPAGE OF EXPORT OF WHEAT. _ 237

because in a poor country like ours, the means of finding money for the staffing,
of its Departments and for carrying on our experiments, are very low and
inelastic that nothing greater has been achieved. Give us the money, vote us
the funds, and we shall show what we are capable of doing. I have nothing
more to add. :

The HoxouraBLE Sarpar JOGENDRA SINGH : Sir, it was with no
190 py,  1ight heart in March last that I moved a Resolution to remove
~ 77" the embargo on the export of food. Itis withno light heart again
to-day that I am opposing this Resolution. But the speech which the Honourable:
the Revenue Member has just delivered has made my task very much easier.
He has practically shown that, in spite of his personal wish to support the restric-
tions on the export of foodstuffs, it is simply impossible to do so. Polities for me
haveno other meaning but to increase the well-being, the self-respect and the
freedom of the people.  Neither the Honourable Mover of this Resolution nor
the Honourable the Revenue Member have shown how the restriction on exports
would lead to the betterment of the people who produce food. Let us examine
the facts. Nine-tenths of our population produce their own food. Will the
Honourable Member show if the price of their produce increases to keep pace
with the increased price of production, such an increase is wrong in itself ¢ If it
1s not wrong in itself, why should Government be thinking of adopting still
further measures to’ keep it down ? Does the Government want to keep the
standard of happiness of villagers down by keeping prices down ? Are the
Government interfering with any other trade in India? = Have they knowledge:
of all the factors that regulate prices ? Whatever may be said, Sir, politics is one
thing. Omne may like people to do certain things, but one cannot with Impunity
overlook the economic loss. The Honourable Lala Sukhbir Sinha was on sure
ground when he spoke, though what he said had nothing to do with his Reso-
lution about the need for increased produce from land, and the Honourable
Revenue Member also in his concluding: speech pointed out that the only way
to regulate prices would be to increase the water-supply, to improve irriga-
tion and other things, so that increased produce from land mav meet  the
increased demand. : ‘

. Let us now examine the question of distress. Certainly there is distress
in certain parts. But I have had to do something with the famines in the
United Provinces, and I have watched the famines .in Bombay and other
places also, Well, when it is said that the prices of foodstuffs were then low,
I can certainly say that they were low then, and that they are high now.
But neither the Honourable Lala Sukhl_m- Sinha nor the Honourable' Revenue.
Member have pointed out that the distress this year is greater than it was in
former years, when the prices were low. Then how can it be said that the
distress to-day is such that it requires special measures to protect the people ?

The Hoxourapre S;r DINSHAW WACHA : 1 propose that the question:
be now put, .

The Hoxovrapre rur PRESIDENT: The question is that the question
be now put. Tn order that there may be no misapprehension T will explain that
the result of an-answer to such a question in the affirmative is to deprive the
Mover of the right of reply. It he wants to protect his right he must vote
against the Motion,

The motion that the question be NOW put was put and agreed to unanis
mously.
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[The President.] ;
The Hovourssre rae PRESIDENT : The question is that the following
Resolution be adopted :—

‘ This Council recommends to the Governor General in Council to stop the export of
wheat or flour out of India till the next rabi harvest, and to take necessawry steps to lower
the high prices of other food-stuffs.”

The Couneil will now divide.

Before the result of the Division was announced, the Honourable Sardar
‘Jogendra Singh rose and said : Sir, there is just one question I should like to
ask, : :

The HoxourasLe THE PRESIDENT : Does it relate to the Division ?

The HovouraBre Sarpar JOGENDRA SINGH : Yes. Can a closure
be moved when a Member is speaking ?

The HoNovrasre rae PRESIDENT : Certainly. A closure can be moved
ab.any time.

The Council divided as follows :—

Aves—20.

Bray, Mr. Denys, Nandy, Maharaja Sir M. C.
Craik, Mr. H. D, Nayudu, Diwan Bahadur V. R.
Dadabhoy, Sir M. B. Ram Saran Das, Rai Bahadur Lala.
Ganga Nath Jha, Mahamahopadhyaya, Dr. Raza Ali, Saiyid.
Harnam Singh, Raja Sir, Richey, Mr. J. A.
Keshava Prasad Singh, Maharaja Bahadur, Sarma, Rao Bahadur B. N.
Lalubhai Samaldas, Mz, : Sethna, Mr, P. C.
Mitter, Sir B. ¢, Sukhbir Sinha, Lala.
Mohammud Ismail Khan, Haji Chowdhuri. | Wood, Sir J. B.
Moti Chand, Raja. Zulfigar Ali Xhan, Sir

Nors—11.
Froom, Mr. A. H. Pratt, Mr. F. G.
Hawmmond, My, E. L, I, Rampal Singh, Raja Sir.
Holberton Sir E. J. Umar Hayat Khan, Colonel Sir,
-Jogendra Singh, Sardar, ‘Wacha, Sir Dinshaw. :
Lloyd, Mr. E. S. Zahir-ud-din, Khan Bahadur S, - 2.

Mutray, Sir AR,
“The Resolution was therefore adopted.
The Council then adjourned to Monday, the 19th instant, at 11 o’clock.







