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Proceedings of the Assam Legislative Counci! as.s_'amblecl
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act,
1919.

The Council mgt in the Council Chamber at Government Huuse,
on Tuesday, the 28th March 1922. '

sPRESENT:

The Hon’ble Mr. J. C. Arbuthnott, ¢.1 k., President, the Flon’ble the
two Members of the Bxecutive Council, the Hon’ble the Minister of
Local Self-Government and 85 elected and nomipated members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

(UNSTARRED QUESTIONS)
Rar Sau1s BEPIN CHANDRA DEB LASK AR asked :—

1. (@) Has the aftention of the benign Government been drawn
to the Inspection notes recorded and opinions expressed from time to time
by high officials from the rulers of the province down to the local
authorities and many Indian personages of light and leading on t}le
marked success of the Silchar Chatuspathi and on the special werit of 18
Head Adhyapaka Pandit-Prabar Surjya Kumar Tarkasarswavatl which
were duly submitted to Government for favour of consideration and

which have also been printed and published in the form of a pamphlet
entitled ‘ The Silchar Chatuspathi’ ?-

(8) If so, what action have the Government been pleased to take
in recognition of the value of the aforesaid opinions, for the 1mprove-
ment and stability of this very useful “and premier Chatuspathi of the
locality and also for the encouragement and maintenance of so worthy and
distinguished a Adhyapaka ?

(¢) Are the Government aware that the Silehar Chatuspathi has
turned out many 7Z5r¢4as and other Title-holders within a short time and

is serving the purpose of a gool Sanskrit College in the Surma
Valley ? ;

(@) Will Government be pleased to state whether t_he cost of
raising the Chatuspathi to the status of a higher Sanskrit Academy

would be less than that of the establishment of a new Sanskrib
College ?

. o © Will the Government be pleasel to furnish the fllowing
information ;.

i Sl number of students on the rolls of the Silchar Chatus-
Pathi and the name of different castes and sections of the
ndu community to whieh they belong and the number

of students receiving stipends from Government and the
Value of the stipends ?
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(¢¢) The number of students admitted in the Sylhet Sanskrit
. College from different castes 'and’ sections, the number of
Government stipendiaries, the value of the stipends and

the number of stulents reading without stipends ?

(¢42) The number of students of the provinee—particularly of
the Surma Valley Division—admitted dnto the  said
College who intended to study Navya Nyaya ?

(o) The monthly pay of the Head Pandit and two Assistant
- Pandits of the said College and the number of stulents
taught by each ?

(v) The monthly pay of the. Head Adhyapaka and the second
Pandit of the Silchar Chatuspathi with their length of

service and the number of students taught by each of
them ? - %

() Will the Government be pleased to state if they have taken
any action upon the Inspection notes recordel by the Hon'ble the
Minister of Kducation when he visited the 'Silchar Chatuspathi last year
and in particular upon the recommendations ‘of the Special Officer for
re-organisation of Sanskrit education in Assam, who was depated to
enquire into the condition and immediate needs of the institution agree-
ably to the assurance kindly given by His Excellency the Governor of
Assam in his reply to an address presented by the Chutuspathi on the
occasion of his first visit to Silchar ? If not, will they be pleased to
adopt measures without delay for the improvement and stability of the

+ Chataspathi ?

Mz. A. R. EDWARDS replied : —

1. (a)—The answer is in the afirmative.

(2)—The foZ bas been speciully favoured by Government in the
matter hoth of capital and of recurring grants.

(c)—Government are aware that a number of students of the Chatus-
pathi have passed the Title Examination of the Calcutta Sanskrit

-Board and the Saraswat Samaj of Dacca.

(@)—The cost of hoth operations would presumably be the same,
except that where new'buildings would be ‘needed in the one case,
extension only would be wanted in the other. : ‘

1(9) (i)?-:-_Tllle number of students iz 34. Three receive stipends. .The
value of these stipends is rupees three a month ; with the exception of
one Kayastha, the students are or claim to be Brahmans,

(#2)—The number of students is eleven. All are Brahmang,

] ; ; : i Seven,
enjoy stipends. -The value of the stipends is rupees nine g menth,

(¢9d)=Five students, two of whom belong to the Surma Valley
Division. - ‘

(¢v)—The Head Pandit is at present drawin
Pandit Res. 100 each. The number of gt
respectively six, three and two.

g Rs. 150, the Assistant
udents taught by each are
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{z)—The monthly salaries are Re. 40 and Rs. 10, respectively. The
periods of service 14—15 years, and 1—2 years, and the number of
students taught 13 and 21,

(/f)—The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative ;
to the second part that the recommendations of the Special Officer have
not yet reached Governmentand to the third part that when the report
of the Special Officer is received Government will carefully consider the
needs of the Chatuspathi with reference to the financial situation in
the light, of the recommendations of the Special Officer and the observa-
tions of the Director of Public Instruction thereon.

Sruur BISHNU CHARAN BORAH asked :—

.. L (a)—Are the Government aware that the Nowgong Mis.ion
Gixls’ School the pupils of which are mostly Hindus and Muhamwmadans
does not ohserve even the Gazetted Hinin and Muhammadan holidays ?

(6) In viéw of the fact that this non-scctarian school is receiving
large Provineial grant, will the Government be pleased to direct the
school authoritics to observe those holidays ?

(¢) Ts there any Managing Committee of the said school as

requirel by the rules ? I s0, how many of the members are non-
Christians ?

Mr. A. R. EDWARDS replied : —

1. (a)—No complaint on the subject has reached the Director of
Public Instruction.

_ (8)—The answer is in the negative. Un'ler paragraph 2(1) of
Director of Public Instruction’s Circular No. 9, dated 16th August 1918,
1615 not compulsi ry on educational institutions to observe all the holidays
declared under the Negotiable Instruments Act.

Should those interested have any complaint in regard to the
holiday list of the school in question, they might represent the matter
to the school authorities.

i In the event of disagreement, a statement of the case to the
HSI’)

ectress of Schools would ensure that the issue would receive
consideration.

(¢)—The school has no Managing Committee, . The attention of the
Hon’ble Member is invited to Rule 1, Section IT, of the rules for the
Working of School Managing Committees published with Education
epartment Notification No. 4261E., dated 10th June 1918. Under
18 rule it is open to the Director of Public Instruction in the case of
2on-Government schools to dispence with the constitution of a Manag-
18 Committee in particular cases.

Ry Kuisr CHANDRA NARAYAN SINGH asked :—

Lot l-t (@) Will the Government be pleased to say whether steps are
ang %:n gk&:" Tegarding the supply of free uniform to the Police In-pect-
take carly s‘:epiug:-lnspectors ¢ If not, will the Government be pleased fo

f-‘l".‘ﬁu
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2. Are the Government aware of the fact that the accommodation aAgcommox
for Police Sub-Inspectors, Head Constables and married constables gaLiongon
is quite insufficient ? If so, will the Government be pleased to make o

; fflcers.
suitable arrangement without delay ?

8. (a) Are the Government awareof the fact that men for the ."{t‘;‘,f;’{;“ ot
post of literate constables are not available for the reason that they are constables.

obliged to use the same uniforms as are provided for ordinary constables 2

(8) If s0, will the Government be pleased to sanction a neﬁr type
of uniforms for literate constables ?

4. Are the Government aware of the fact that Poli.e Sab-In-pay of
Spectors are much discontented with the revised scale of pay and z ollos Sul
specially. for having no adequate annual increment of their pay ? 1f so, '~ %
will the Government be pleased to reconsider their grievances specially
about annual increment and the maximum pay ?

5. (@) Are the Government aware of the fact that Police Sub- convey-
Inspectors specially of Investigating staff cannot manage their work et
either with a pony or a cycle alone and have to keep both means of 1o Poilee
conveyance to facilitate their work ? officers.

(6) Will the Government be pleased to allow tkem to draw
allowance for both modes of conveyance, namely, Rs. 80 and Rs, 10 for
a pony and a cycle respectively ?

6. Are the Government aware of the fact that Police officers get Ocoupa-
neither help nor shelter in the interior on account of the present political f:f’sn g;ﬂon.ﬁ
movement ? Will the Government be pleasel to allow Police Sub-In- Bunealows
spectors to occupy the Inspection Bungalows ? by Police

offlcers.

7. Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a state- Clerks of
ment showing the numbor of clerks of the Inspector General of ~Police’s Garararof
office, Shillong, District Police offices and the number of the Assamese Police's
clerks of this wvalley and the rabio of the clerks of both the valleys in office.
these offices ? If it is not proportionate, will the Government be pleased
to try to make them proportional at once ?

8. Will the Government be pleased to treat the Sub-Inspectors of police
Police as second class officers aund the Inspectors ag gazetted officers Inspectors

considering their appreciable work during the present political agitation ? ﬁ{‘é’pﬁé‘t‘?{m

9. Will the Government be pleased to increase the number of Assamese
Assamese Inspectors by promoting some of the deserving Sub-Inspectors Inspectors.
considering the scanty number of Assamese (7 out of 47) with a view to
popularize the department to the people of this valley ?

10. Are the Government aware of the resolution framed.
British Indian Association h:ld at Howrah in December last 9
will the Governmenf be pleased to say whether tha
willing to take any action ?

y the Resolution.
; 1f 80, ([)delrltlsh‘

-’ Indlan
Government ig Associg=
tlon.
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Tue Hon’BrLz Mr. A. MAJID replied : —
. 1.—Under the existing rulesthese offic:rs are - required. to .sui}p!y.
themselves with uniform, and Government do not propose to make any
alteration in this sysiem.

2,—Government are not aware that facts are as stated.

3. (a) and (6)—There is no such rank as literate constable in the

police force of this province.

4,—Governmenf; are not aware that discontent is general and are
not prepared to revise the orders recently passed.

5. (a) and (f)—=-Government are of opinidn that. sﬁ_ch- cases

-must be few and cannot allow both allowances to be drawn at the
same time.

for. _
7.—A statement is given below :—
= ’ -
=
= Ratio of clerks.
2 .= ' =
; 5 o
— A ] g%
- = = a3 .
2 = E . ""E.‘ Assam Burms -
2 a a m Valley. . Valley.
=] a g ==} !
= ] ] S
= < @ 5]
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Per cent. | Per cent.
Inspector General of Police’s | 18 4 8 6 22 ] | 44
Office.
Distvict Polie offices .. | &0 | 15| 19 16 30 38

Proportional representation ¢ at once”’ is impossible owing - to . the .
number of natives of Bengal at present employed. Every attempt is
made to correct the balance on filling vacancies, :

8, Sub-Inspectors of Police are tre?ted as 2nd - class officers  for
purposes of travelling allowance when their pay exceeds Rs. 100 per ..
month, Government are not prepared to make a special exception 1o -the.
general rule in their favour, nor are they prepared to recognize I nspectors
as gazetted officers. At the same time Government f

: ully “appreciate
the good work which the:e classes of officers are dois g ab Ythtppprésenﬁ
time,

9.—Promotion is ruled by seniority and mep SEAYE YRR Re TR
does not enter into the question, v rit alone “and " nationality

10.—There were 65 resoluti i
tons at the £ i ion and
Government are not aware to which on o Honbio Momher

No action has hitherto heen taken on theeﬁ];fluggﬁfle Tnidiy

6.—Government will consider whether any speciat action is called

=y
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Rev. 3. J. M, NICHOLS-ROY asked :—

" T..(a) Is it a fact that thongh there are only {welve clerks, Pay of
besides the Head Clerk in the Secretariat Press, ‘who have the same -g,eer,tﬂ;"of
qualification, yet the Government have male two scales of pay for these Secretarlat
12 persons ? R ey T Eress:

(8) Isit a fact that all the clerks (besides the Head - Clerks) of
the Assam Survey and Drawing Office, of the Deputy Commissioner’s
office, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and all other Heads of Departments are
in the same. scale of their respectiveloffices ? ‘ i a2

_(e) If the answers to question (a) and (b)) bein the aTirmative,-
will the Government be pleased to state (7) the. reasons why they have
made two .scales of pay for the clerks in jAssam _Secretariat . Press:

(besides the Head Clerk) ?: (iz) Will they be pleased to give these clerks
a starting pay of Rs, 50 ? T A Ly R S

(d) Is .it a-fact that the Government are, going to rev-is:e tl;e.;
scale of  pay of the said- clerks .in the Sccretariat Press ?  If so, is it
intended to make-only one scale of: pay for all ?

Mz, A. R. EDWARDS replied :—

1. (a)—There are two scales of pay. : :

(6) —In the offies named there is only one sca'e. ‘ ‘ o

(¢)—The five men in the senior scale are all experts in their particu-
Jar line and their duties are more responsible than those of the men in o~
the junior seale. . . -l . e

(d) —The pay of both scales was increased in 1920 by wover; 25 . per.
cent. on the average and prospects were improved. No further revision
of pay is contemplated.

- Sruor BEPIN CHANDRA GHOSH asked :—

~ 1. Will the Government be pleased to state the length of .ﬁroba- Subordi-
tionary periol for the officers in the Subordinate .E_d}uca:ional Service ? .‘ Eﬁfﬂmﬂon_

2. (a) Arethe Government aware of the fact that there are some B Sorvioss
experienced officers in Class I of the Subordinate Educational Zervice who
have been serving with credit for upwards of 6 or'7 yeirs and some of
whom are trainel but have not yet been confirmel ?

(8) TIs it a fact that these  officers of Class I of. the: said  service:
have. been deprived of the increment: merely for their: failure to: pass
the deparbmental: examination though: they have. once been: deptived: -
of promotion before the re-organisation of the service and have also been
guperseded by junior officers ?

(¢). Is it also a fact that some officers in Class I of the Subordinate
Tdueational Service have been exempted from the departmental examina-
tion althongh these officers were under orders by the Education Depart- .
ment to pass the said examination? If so, will the Government he
d to exempt such other experienced officers mentioned in (a)

lease .
i ng the formal test and to give them the benefit of increment ?

from passi
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Mz. A. R. EDWARDS replied :—

1.—Twe've months subject to extension in cases in which the passing
of an examination is necessary before confirmation.

2. (@) —The answer is in the affirmative.
(6)—The answer is in the afirmative.

(¢)—The answer to the first part of the question is in the aﬁirHRl-
tive, Exemption has been granted in special clrcu.mstancesﬁ \ g
regards the second part of the question the answer is generady lré
the negative, The remedy of their situation lies in the hands o
the officers concerned.

In the foregoing it is assumed that the examination to which the
Hon'ble Member refers is the examination in Assamese which was
rendered compulsory some time ago for Bengali speaking officers seg =5
in Assamese speaking areas. It 1s considered essentla.llthat MCht o ];:gls
should qualify themselves in the language of the people amongst w né
their daily work is cast and there ovght to be nOtRIBZICA e wa{h ;
their doing so and thus satisfying the condition attached to GIE
confirmation and earning increments in due course. 'The D{I'QCtO{I_ Oh
Public Instruction advises, however, that any particular case 11;' % “1:,
exemption is sought for on good grounds will, on presentation, be
attentively considered.

Munsar SAFIUR RAHMAN asked :—

1. (2) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table thé papgrs
“wcopnected with the removal from the service of Srijut Jogesh Chandra

Guhaiton Guha, late Headmaster of the Assam Survey School ?

Govern-
ment
service.

() Will the Government be pleased to reopen the enquiry by some
competent authority conversant with the Assamese language ? :

(¢) Is it a fact that the above-mentioned gentleman rendered meri-
torious service for ahout 10 years ? If so, will the Government be.please({
to consider whether any milder form of punishment oth:r than remova
from service can be meted out to him ?

Tre Hox'sze Mz. W. J, REID replied : —

1. (a), {8) and (6)—Srijut Jogesh Chandra Guha, late Headr‘nast.er
of the Assam Survey School, was removed from his post by the D:rectolr
of Surveys after a departmental enquiry held by him at the Sc}woé
Although the Director was under the disadvantage of being 18"101'3‘18" E

ssamese, he had the assistance of an independent m‘terp}'eter', a ' :h z
;nspector of Police, whose services were placed at his disposal for f}
Investigation by the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup, and the accused
officer was not only assisted by the Director in every way that appea.;'f] :
Possible in making his defence but was encouraged ?hroughoutthat
\Vestigation to criticise the interpretation. It was with regrelf 224
e Director found himself obliged to remove Srijut Jogesh C %308&1
th‘;t%tﬁom his post, but after the investigati'op _he_ wWas con\;t) o
m ‘It ey impossible, if school efficiency and discipline were

almtained, that he should remain as a master. e
full ggefp-r"“e"‘di“gﬂ» which were reviewed by Government, were bO

aIr, and Governmen or to
y p]r ] ' the case OTF
lay the pa t,l's Su ik 91"31 ent do not propose to reopen

€.
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The Legts'altve Council of Assam reassembled sn the Council Chamber ag

Government House at 11 a.M., on the 2844 March 1922, with the Hon'dle
- the President ¢n the chair.

RIGHT HON'BLE M:. E, S. MONTAGU.

Sruyvr NILMONI THUEKAN i—8ir, T ez to move  that this Counecil
has received with prcfound sorrow the news of the resignation of Right
Hon’ble Mr. E. 8. Montagu, the Secreta'y of Stale for India, and records its
sense of irreparable loss to the country and expresses its unbounded gratitude
to him for his eminent serviees to the cause of India Refor i

endeavour to solve the pressing problems of India in a statesmanlike and
liberal spirit.”’

Sir, 1 have the proud privilege of moving the resolution and in doing so
I am only discharging a duty which we owe to one who hasg the rare gift of
perceiving fully what a nation’s aspirations st nd for and whe carries about
him the joy of an uplifting mission. Sir, the Right Hon’ble geotleman
Mr. Mortagu desired an early fulfilment of many 2 forgotten promise to
accord this ancient land of many civilizations a rightful and horoured place
in the great family of British Commonwealth., Ruform scheme is the out-
come of that sincere d.sire, Since its insuguration he hag been working for
its success with singularity of purpose and he was never afraid of launching
the Reform Boat in the trouble| water remairing steadfast at its helm.
Dashing waves had no terro: for him. He knew his pole star, Need I sa,
then, Ludia hath need of him now and he should have been still at the elm
of her affairs at this troublous hour, But to our misfortune just at “this
moment he fell a victim to an “official etiquette "’ in his eager desire to meat
with open arms some of the burning questions of the day. In the words of
Mr. Chamberlain « Mr, M ontagu had showp how profoundly he was
interested in India and how eirnestly be desired to serve India’s interests and
how painful was the severing his connection while his work was uncomplet-
el.”” * Sir, though I feal I am precluded from traversing all the grounds on
which his resignation came so abruptly, I may however  be permitted to say
it came undoubtedly unceremoniously as expressed in many quarters. Traly,
the ez-Prime Minister of England regretted that ‘g career as-ociated with
good and painful work in Indian interest should be checked . The country
could ill afford to look at this resignation withoug misgivings—far Jess with
indifference. e was just leading this vast continent of Indig towards the
promised land, lo! when he was unexpectedly struck by an ang
denly gathered over his head. If ‘he was a]ways eager to do her evenhanded
justice, he was more gy in respecting her national sentiments sanctified by
centuries of historia memories. ~ This last trait of his character has made an
impression on Indian minds which no official vicissitudes could ever effage,
Sir, in the rmdb_t ’of political heat and dust we may fail to appraise hig Services
rendered to India’s cause. But when that heat wil] pass and dust, settle, we
may then see what a purer political atmosphere he attempted to create for
Tndia and how he saved her from a career of blank despair oy one hand ang
mere passing pleasing hopes on the other, Time wil] Write its own history
I need not here attempt the impossible. ]

Sir, the worse has bappeped and  possibly irretrievah] S
gone, let us hope his pol_xc_y will abide. Let ys €Xpress in r{o equi‘?ocrﬁante:ﬁ:
along with the West Minister Gazette that « giving the India Offico to a
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"eonservative does not imply any change of Policy which at present could be
disastrous.” Only yesterday we have been reassured of this by IHis Excellency
the Governor in his remarkable Durbar speech. Thke House will not forgive
me if I fail to quote his plain and statesmanlike words in this connection. Said
His Excellency, - “ The late Secretary of State because of his anxiety to
serve the interests of Indian Mohammadans ordered the publication of a certain
paper and in the eyes of His Majesty’s Government thereby departed from
the established practice in.a way which they found inconvenient and em-
barrassing. It is not for us to judge the technical question but India should
at least-take note that the late Secretary of State’s last act’ was an attempt
to-help her interests.” 1t has been announced authoritatively that the change
at the India Office involves no abandonment; of the accepted- policy towards
India and we need not let our einds be perturbed by the comments of; sorae

I_Inon:i’on newspapers which look at- Indian questions through party specta-
CIOB R} ot s : ] .

Indeed, in the words of the great Secretary of State himself whoss exit
we all deplore to-day ¢ it was not out of the question to tell India that Britain
was ‘no_w going to withhold what she had taught her to'expect for 15) years.
;f the idea of making federated ‘India a partner in the Empire failed ' the
world would be the poorer, but if it succeeded it would be the finest of the great
work for humanity which Great Britain had accomplished.,”” These forceful
idea of a mastermind his successor cannot wisely let die.

Sir, it would be my vain attempt to give an expression to India’s feelingy
O}rcr.M:r. M_‘ontagu’s resignation and how his moral height struck the imagina-
tien of Indian minds to throw on the background the cold official reasons
whlcbf forced it.: 1 can again repeat here the words of a great Indian patriot
Pandit Madan Mohan Malavaya, as I have already quoted the weightiest
words qf our Provincial Head, that the resignation of Mr. Montagu “redound-
ed to his _h‘onour that he fought for redressing Khilafat grievances.” I must
also candidly say, Sir, that the question of Khilafat bas already become a

H-xngl:u—qu]em sentiment on moral grounds which transcends political
considerations, * At this moment we have only one duty to perform. 'Let us
z}l::;omcle this event at our hearts with all grateful throbbings and remember
the t‘}“m at all times as one sacrificed to the best interest of India: Let

15 tragic fact both solace and inspire us in oar political career to meet trials
and trlbu]atlong,

to overcome difficulties and to steadily and. untirinely move
on to arrive at the destined ; % pratec

goal. et us send a chorus of just praise to the

Emﬂfv;}e\.tflmk us.by the. hand, stood by us and fell at our sigle. I.)A. great Oak
H'Iiha en, look ab the void it has created and feel how deep-rooted it was. Sir,
:’Eo ’rfhese ‘%mlf expressed feelings T move this résolution which has sanction
tﬁeti; 0nrmr.au ;ense and whmp I need not say will be unanimously' carried by
resoluti‘fasrs"ﬁo t;:r;ﬂ-l);tléeslétz:n?tted also to request the President to fransmit this
reopleof thig eastern ‘mos:‘.3 sgngf Osft?te o e trl'l'b\lte Pl gratgfnl

_ : he Empire,
. M:. W, E. H, ‘ ' :
and the Tea IndIiSt?Rf‘YB URN 3—8ir, the Buropean Members for Commerce
i i J 40 1ot propose to speak or vote'on the resolution, but

\

A
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Rar Saurs PADMANATH GOHAIN BARUA :~TI think, Sir, it goes
without saying that India deeply deplores the uniimely resignation of Mr.
Montagu of the office of the Secretary of State for India, in which capacity
he rendered invaluable services to India and the Ewmpire, and for which the
loyal subjects of His Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor, more especially
His Majesty’s Indian subjects, will remain ever grateful to him.

I need hardly emphasise, Sir, that our confidence in the policy pursued
by the last ez-Secretary of ‘State for India, the only policy which wise states-
manship dictates in the best interssts of the Empire, will continue still
unabated.

From what we have seen of the most efficient and sympathetic administra=
tion of Mr. Montagu during the tenure of his exalted and onerous office for
the Jast five years and some months, which endeared him equally to the
Moderates as to the Extremists, I venture to submit, Sir, that he was one of
the greatest Secrctaries of State that have ever fallen to the lot of India.

‘With this expression of my sincere and grateful sentiments, as one of the
Assam deputationists who have had the privilege of doing honour to the late
Secretary of Stute for India personally on his last visit to India in connection
with his Reform Scheme, I, on behalf of the constitu:nts I have the honour
to represent and the people of Assam in general, have great pleasure in
according my whole-hearted support to the Resolution before the Council and
confidently hope that it will be carried by an overwhelming majority if not
unanimously.

Rt Banapur PRAMOD CHANDRA DATTA :—Sir, I should like to
associate myself with the previous speaker in his reference to Mr. Mentagu
and his great services to India and the Empire. We nced not go into the
causes that have brought about his resignation. Even the British Press is
not unanimous in that matter. Mr. Montagu is a great friend of India and
his removal from office at a time when his presence was most necessary is

‘sincerely to be deplored. It has becn said that he is the author of the Re-

forms.  That statement has been challenged almost as soon as made. But the
fact remains that the Reforms were conceived and formulated by the British
Cabinet with Mr. Montagu the Secretary of State for India, that the declaration
was made through his mouth in Parliament and that to him was entrusted
the task of seeing the reforms iutroduced in India. It is for this reason that
his name is identified with the Reforms. We all know how nobly and how
well he performed the task. We are profoundly grateful to him for his
gervices and we deplore the fact that be is out of office now. We however
hope—and Mr. Montagu has given us reasons to hope—that he will continue
to take the same interests in Indian affairs which he has hitherto done.

Tese Hox’Bik Rar Bimapve GHANASYAM BARUA :—Sir, the
Council will understand why the two Hon’ble Members of the Executive
Council on my left can take no part in this discussion. Il would clearly ba
jmproper for them to do so. They are.really the. represen.tatlves of the Right
Honourable gentleman who is the subject of this resolution. They represent
him on the side of the Imperial Gove:rnment and are carrying out the policy
dictated by him. But I have no doubt that the resolution commends itseit
to them as also fo the whole Council. 1t is only we, the people uni the

opular element in the Council who are entitled fo speak freely on the subject

and it is really their appreciation that is now called for, I shall not be long
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in my eulogies of that great man. All India has gpoken in one voice about
his unrivalled merits and it is enough to say that we endorse all that Qas
been said. To put it briefly, bis activities in the India Office will hold him
ont to posterity as perhaps the greatest Secrefary of State that has adgrned
that office till now., He may, in one word, be described as a great patriot of
Tnoland and of India at once. The British patriotin him with that breadth of
view and far-sighted statesmanship which is peculiarly his own realised that for
maintaining the solidarity and increasing the brightness of the Great British
Empire the time had come to put India on the path of realising her ideals
acquired by being more than a century under British rule; to make India
% el that the goal of British rule was to gradually make her a free and proud
partner in that glorious empire, o train her up to realise those ideals on
sonnd lines and not to perpetuate beyond their time the limitations under
which she had in the past necessarily to labour. The Indian patriot in him
wished to see the Indians rise to that spirit of united ecitizenship and respon-
sibility which India’s own interests and the ideals of the British Democracy
demanded. No Indiin patriot can read the paragraphs on communal repre-
sentation in the Mantagu-Chelmsford Report without feeling that Mr, Montagu
perhaps excels many an Indian patriot in his patriotism for India. He
launched the present great experiment of constitutional reforms with a faith
and earnestness all his own. Had not the sad episodes of the martial
laws in the Punjab infervened who knows that in spite of all the world-
wide causes which are affecting India to-day and in spite of all the' short-
comings which might have been revealed in the course of working a new
and untried experiment; the Reforms shoald not still have Worked ! with

a vigour and earnestness which should have amply justified his plans and
expectations ?

“ At a time when all untoward circumstances were created to work against

the Indian constitutional reforms his presence in the India Office was, T
believe, a necessity which it was unwise to ignore. His untimely retire-
me b is therefore naturally keenly felt throughout India. It would be
1dle for us to enter into the merits of the policy which has brought about
his resignation. We shall be doing our duty if we rest content with record-
ing our deep appreciation of all the services that the Right Hon’ble Mr.
_Edwu_l Samucl Montagu has rendered to India and our sense of deep sorrow
ab Seeing him thrown out of office at this critical time when his presence thece
was perhaps most neeled. But we hdve been assured that this will not. mean
: Gltllc'e!" 2 setback in the policy inaugurated by him or a change in the angle
of vision of the British Parliament. That is a matter of gréat satisfaction to

us. But let us remember that we should also in our turn prove ourselves
capable of sincrerely res

; responding to the ideals set by him before us and that
the be.t tribute to him will be not to spend ouy en{rgies in meére words bub
‘%o prove our full sense of responsibility in working the reforms and trying to
malke them as successful as we can as they stand and not to wreck them
before necessary amendments are lawfully, and constitutionally obtained.

Kaan BauApur Mavrave MUHUBUDDI : .
soci BTt Sl e N AHMED :—Sir, I beg to
ziﬁ?;af:;?ﬂ,‘i‘ﬁ agathoféﬁ:rre?ar;{s that have fallen from the Hog”ble Mover
the late Secretary of State adian members of the House, as to the work of

by his resignation, and the imreparable loss which Iudia has suffered

ity
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T would only add that every Indian is grateful to Mr. Montagu for the
eminent services rendered by him in the cause of the Indian reforms an_d
that the Indian Muhammadan community is especially gratefu' to him fo: his
noble endeavours to find a way for the solution of the Khilafat proble
sccording to the wishes of the Indian Muhammadans. -

With these few words I heg to support the resolution.

Mavravi. RURUNUDDIN AHMAD :—S8ir, we espress our deep
sense of regret at the resignation of the Right Honourable E.S. Montagu.
Wt}' warmly appreciate the valuable services he has rendered to India, e_speclal-
ly in connection with the Reforms to which this Council owes 148 exxstt_al}ce-
}I.e.was one of the most sincere friends of the Moslems. We swould be failing
inour duty if we did not express our heartfelt gratitude for the efforts made
by him and by our India Government for the revision of terms of the Treaty
of Sevres to the entire satisfaction of Muhammadans.

* With this remark, Sir, 1 bez to support the resolution.

 Kuax Bagaovr MUHAMMAD BAKHT MAZUMDAR ;—Sir, we can-
not too deeply regret the sudden rasignation of Mr, Montagu, our well-beloved
Necretary of State for India. I do not know of another Secretary of Sfate
who had the cause of India and of Islam so near and dear to his heart, We
wish, Sir, that our sincerest regrets may be conveyed to him through you.
Let us, however, hope that the policy hitherto pursued will remain unchanged.

Ky Sams ALAUDDIN AHMAD CHAUDHURT :—Sir, the unrivalled
merits of the Right Honourable Mr. Montagu and his earnestness for the
general welfare of India, especially in connection with the Khilafat qrestion,
has marked his rezime as the most promineat in the history of India and wa
deeply deplore his sudden resignation at the present moment.

Mavravi RASHID ALI LASKAR :—Sir, Mr. Montagu was a {riend of
the Muslims. I think he was not a friend of the Muslims, simply because
they are Muslims, but because they are first Indians—Indian Muhammadans.
That is why he was so much a friend of the Muslims. Then as for the
Reform, if it becomes successful I think it will place Mr. Montagu in the place
of its father, so to say ; and because it is still in its childhood it required the

resence of Mr, Montagu for some time to come as Secretary of State, and
that ie why we feel his retirement so keenly. So I support the motion.

. Mumammap ABDUL AHAD CHAUDHURI :=—Sir, we all
rooret very much the resignation of Mr, Montagu, (the Secretary of State
fo;' India. He was decidedly by far the greatest Secretary of State for India.
e was a true and sympathetic freind of India and Islam. We convey our
cincerest regret at his resignation and hope that 1t will be followed by no
reversal of policy. 340
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Mavzav: MUNAWWARALIL :—I wish, Sir, to associate’ myself
with the regrets that have been expressed to-day at the resiznation of the
Right Hon’ble Mr. Montagu at this- critical juncture, Sir, as one of my
predecessors has just now said, Mr. Montagu was by far the greatest Secre-
tary of State who ever sat at the helm of Indian affairs. To me, Sir, he ap-
pears to have been one of the sincerest well-wishers who had the cause of India
at the bottom of his heart and spared no pains in working for her uplift.
Before he came to India Office, I remember one sentence that he uttered in
-a memorable speech which indicated what in his opinion the position of India
was. He said, referring to the constitutional stutus of India at that time,
that the Gevernment of India appeared to him to be too iron, too wooden and
too stereotyped, and thenceforward he tried his utmost to bring India on the
path of elastic Government in order to make India ome of the democratic
nations of the world. The fruits of his labours are before us and they will
decide, though not at the present moment, in the very near future, whether
he has been able to blot out that stigma from the forehead of India. Sir,
I cannot really too deeply regret his resignation at this critical juncture.
He has worked not only for India as a whole, he bas bestowed his untiring
energies to the cause of Islam. I was not surprised to read in one of the
London papers that Mr, Montagn was a martyr of the Khilafat, I do not
know whether the paper went a step too much forward or not, but the fact
Temains that he did his level best to do all he could to bring about ease as
regards the tension of feelings existing among the Muhammadans. For his
efforts, Sir, in this direction, the Indian Muhammadans, nay the whole Islamic
world will remember his name in grateful memory, and for what he has done
for India as a whole, India can never forget his name. We all sincerely hope
that his resignation may be followed by no reversal of policy.

Toe Eoy’eLe Tae PRESIDENT :—The ¢uestion is :—

. That this Council has received with profound -sorrow the mnews of the re-
signation of the Right Hon’ble Mr. E. S. Montagu, the Secretary of State for
India, and record its sense of irreparable loss to the country and expresses its
unbounded gratitude to him for his eminent services to the cause of Indian
reform and for his endeavour to solve the pressing problems of India in a
statesmanlike and liberal spirit.

The resolution was put and adopted.

Tue How'mre e PRESIDENT :—As requested by the Hon’ble
D i t— queste y
over a telegram will be sent to th; Right Hon’bla Mr. E. 8, Moataz®
conveying the terms of the resolution adopted by this Council.
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THE ASSAM COURT-FEES (AMENDMENT) BILYL, 1922,

Tee Hon’sre M. W.J. REID :—1I beg, Sir, to move that the Report
of the Select Committee on the Assam Court-Fees (Amendment) Bill, 1922, be
taken into consideration. I shall begin, with a few general remarks which
may occasionally touch on the other measure that the - Council will be asked
to consider to-day. The principle of these Bills was accepted by this Council
and they were referred to a strong and representative Select Committee. I trust,
Sir, I shall ot be considered as giving away any secrets if I say that the Bills
were carefully examined and that the Report of the Select Committee 1s a
history of mutual concessions. 1In the Committee we looked at the Bills from
different standpoints and many of us would have preferred alterations in
certain respects. Some of us thought that the duties on certain items might
have been lightened. Some of us, and I admit that T was one, thought that
the Bill should not have been restricted to a period of three years as it has been.
While the representative of the tea industry, although he regarded our pro-
posed increase of stamp duty on agreements as a very considerable one, has still
accepted the decision of the majority. From the Government point of view, Sir,
as this spirit of concession, of mutual give and take has been so evident, we
feel that it would be ungracious if we moved an amendment that the term of
the Bill should be extended. We too have accepted the view of the majority
of the Select Committee. I could give the Council reasons for holding the
other view but refrain from doing so. '

It will be observed, Sir, that the amendments which I have to move as
the representative of the Government are of two kinds, Either they ara
purely formal, that is to say they propose verbal alterations which make the
meaning clearer. Or else they are moved in fulfilment of the promise which I
gave to this Council that any concessions given by the Legislative Council of
Bengal to the people of that province we also would adopt. We have in some
respects already gone beyond Bengal. - For instance in the case of the duties
on suits, in Bengal there is no enhancement in the case of suifs up to a value
of Rs. 75. In our Bill as it came from the Select Committee the limit is
Rs. 100. Again in the matters of fees on complaints and similar petitions,
while we have followed Bengal in raising‘the fee on the original complaint
from eight annas to one rupee—and of this we shall hear more presently —in
the case of subsequent petitions we have made the fee ten annas instead of

twelve annas as it is in Bengal.

Well, Sir, I would only ask the Council to deal with these measures in
the same spirit of sweet reasonableness, in the same spirit of mutual give and
take ihat they have been handled in the Se_]ect Comt_mttee. I would ask
them, having accepted the principles of the Bills, knowing the reasons for
which we have introduced them, to agree to no amendments in th1s_ Couneil
which will nullify our efforts or which will make the return from the increased
taxation of no avail to us,
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Tre Hox'sLE TaE PRESIDENT :—The question is that the Report of
the Select Committee on the Assam Court-fees (Amendmrent) Bill, 1922, be
taken into consideration. '

The motion was put and adopted.

Tae Hox’ste Mr. W. J. REID :—I beg, Sir, to move that for the
word € of 2 in the first and third lines of clause 8 of the Bill the word ‘in’ be
enbstituted. T can assure Hon’ble Members that there is nothing dangerous
about this amendment.

The motion was put and.adopted.

. Sriur DALIM CHANDRA BORAH :—Sir, the motion that I want to
move is this—that for the words €in the case of a complaint or charge of an
offence presented to a criminal court one rupee, and in other cases ten annas,’
the words €in the case of a complaint or charge of an offence presented to a
eriminal court eight annas, and ia other cases eight annas’ be substituted ;
in other words in both the places for one rupee and ten annas, eight annas be
substituted.

Sir, before speaking on this partiealar motion I want to give my reasons
for my attempting again, on this third oceasion, to oppose this particular item
in the present Bill, and I hope the Hon’ble Members will give a patient
hearing to my arguments and reasons. I believe that the Hon’ble Members
remember that more than once an attempt- was made in order to throw.away
this Bill along with the Stamp-duty (Amendment) Bill, on the ground that
the poor and the indigent class would be the worst sufferers in case they
would pass it into law, but all my attempt was in vain.. The only course now
left for me is to scek for reduction of court-fee and stamp duty under parti-
cular items with the hope of obtaining substantial help from the Council.

T hope I may be excused if I remind the Hon’ble Members that some
elécted members of the Council who had the pleasure and honourto grace the
Committee with his august presence assured us that the Select Committeo
would think twice over the subject before they would launch their opinion on.
the enhancement of stamp -duty. But from their report before us we are
disappointed to find that they even could not redeem half of their pledge.

The public opinion was invited but their views and sentiments could find
no favour with the Committee. The Committee however gzave due weight to
the opinion expressed by the Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners of the
provinee who are no doubt among the public—they being human beings. Bub
if it is the intention of the Council to decide a measure of the Government
with the views of fow Government officials the invitation of opinion of the
geteral public is simply a farce. 1f it is contended that the enhancement of
stamp duty will operate as a check on litigation and other sorls of legal trans-
actions with the Government, it may justly be said that it is a good suppork
to non-co-operation agitation and a drastic measure for reducing the Govern-
ment revenues. The fosterer of such a principle cannot evidently get any
_izﬂ_lphment from their ma-bap or the fulfilment of their ultimate end in view.

18 only the distressed class of people who after failure to receive justice

elsewhers come to the la % ; S ediment
should be put jn their bt W courbs as a .la.st resort and thus no impedi
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1t may also be argued that when the litigants can pay their pleaders they .
must not grudge the enhancement of a petty sum of four annas or eight annas
on account of stamp duty. This is no doubt a plausible argument but it may
be urged with ‘equal propriety that the litigants pay to the pleaders in one
shape only, whereas they pay to the Government in various shapes in various
Departments of Administration. I am afraid that some day people will be
made to pay some earnest money in the vital statistics departments. Turning
to the acts and doings of the Select Committee we find that some members
who opposed the Bills successively twice, now appear to recommend the Bills
to be passed with a nominal amendment. I presume they were the dissentient
members of the Select Committee and I think their way to support me will
not be barred by - any consideration, if of course they are not already spell-
bound, They at least should do this much of courtesy that they should
refrain from voting on the motion. Our mission here is to see that the
interests of the people are not jeopardised, If it can be averred that even a
single constituency of ours isin favour of the enhancement -of this source of
revenue, I must not open my mouth. 1f my challenge is not accepted by any
Hon’ble Member, I have the right o say that we shounld play cur part faith-
fully or else we must retire. It is urged that the inerement of stamp duty
is based on the principle adopted by the Bengal Couucil. I bave been
repeatedly reminding the Council that the pecuniary eircumstances or material
prosperity of the people of our province and those of Bengal are not the same.
The revenues of both the provinces also do not stand on the same footing. In
Bengal the Ministers” salary is Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 6,000 whereas we pay them
only Rs, 3,500.  Had our finances been-in a prosperous condition we would

_pay -our Ministers more than what they are drawing now. So, Sir, the

enhancement of a stamp  duty should not be based on the same grounds as in
Bengal. Regarding the particular item under discussion the Hon’ble Members
are aware that at present all sorts of criminal petitions including the complaint

-require a court fee of annas 8, this fee is proposed to be increased 1o Re. 1 in
-case of complaint and annas 10 in case of other miscellaneous petitions. I need

scarcely tell them that the burden will fall almost entirely on the poor
litigants who are the persons who come direct to courts of justice ; the clever
and the rich class of people go to the police where they manage to “have their

“complaints taken up by the police in which case they nced not ‘pay a farthing

to the Government in the shape of court-fee. If the Hon'ble Members

consider this question in all its aspects they will find that my claim to their
sympathy is legitimate and reasonable,

Tae Hox’Brx Mr. W. J. KEID :—T had intended, Sir, when asking that
the Repork of the Select Committee should be taken into consideration to
acknowledge gratefully the smallness of the number of amendments of which
notice had been given, but I am hound to say that the Hon’ble Mover of
this amendment has unerringly laid his finger on one of ~the most important
jtems in the Bill. But before dealing with that, Sir, I should like teo
deprecate his reference to the Select Committee as is may be a little inconve-
nient for members of that body to say anything themselves, 1 do not think
Sir, that the Hon’ble Member had any right to talk of pledges given b§‘
members of the Select Committee, and when he goes on to ask that those

* gentlemen who served: on the committee should take no part in. the di ¥
sion here, should in fact not vote, he puts forward a view of the functi orllsscusf
- the Select Committee which T confess is entirely new to me, A seloet com-

mittee is a body of representatives of this Comcil approved by the Council and
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charged with the duty of examining in detail a measure which it would take
$he whole Council an inconveniently long time to do. No member of a select
committee by serving thereon ferfeits or impairs 1n the very slightest degree
his rights or privileges as a member of the Council. T will do the Hon'ble
Member the justice of saying that I do not think that he believes geriously in
his own arguments,

‘Well, Sir, the Hon’ble Member has told us again of the hardship that
this measure will impose on the poor who go to the Courts to seek justice.
He says that the argument might be put forward that a man who can afford
to pay a pleader so much for conducting his case could afford to pay a few
annas more to Government. He calls this a plausible argument, but to me,
Sir, and T trust to the Council it will appear something more than a plausible
argument, Then, Sir, the Hon’ble gentleman might have reminded the House
that under the provisions of Section 18 of the Court-Fees Act it is open to
the Cour; when complaints of this nature are presented to remit the payment
of the fee of eight annas if the Court sees fit to do so. This clearly covers all
cases of exceptional poverty and hardship. There is yet one other provision in
the law to which I think the Hon’ble Member might have called attention
except perhaps that it is hardly his business to cite references which go
against his case. Section 81 of the Court-Fees Act provides that in non-
cognisable criminal cases which end in conviction the Court shall award to the
complainant the court-fee costs for the petition and for the various other legal
expenses incurred in the course of the hearing.

A word, Sir, as to the financial aspect of the proposal. We have not
been able to take out as complete figures as we should have liked and those I
have here are only rough ones, From the sale of judicial stamps begioning
at one anna and working up to thirty-five rupees we £ind in one year total
receipt of Rs. 9,80,000. Of this, we got from the sale of eight-anna stamps
alone Rs. 2,64,000. It is true, Sir, that these eight-anna stamps are u-ed for
other purposes than for criminal complaints, but the figures I have given
clearly show how very important a part they play in our total receipts from

court-fees.

T only ask again that the Couneil having accepted our reasons for mt-r?i-
ducing the Bill, and having agreed to the principle, will not with one han
take away what the other hand has given, will not deprive us of this source of
income. I said in my introductory speech that while in the case of origina
complaints we like Bengal propose to charge onme rupee In the case of all
subsequent complaints we are given a greater reduction than Bengal. Our
foes for these petitions Will be ten annas against twelve annas in ‘the neigh-
bouring province.

Rat Bapapvr PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA +—Sir, I hope
I betray no secret when I say that the question of the court-fees payable on 2
petition of complaint and other petitions was fully debated in the Select Com=
mittee and that when it was pointed out that they brought in the lal'gei{l;
amount of revenue, and that by reducing the fee to eight annas we woul
only take away with one hand what we gave with the other were impre<se
with the necessity for approving the increase suggested. The Hon’ble Mover

;I"lget“gs for reduction on behalf of the poor. He has my entire sympathy,
ere are ways, as pointed out by the Hon’ble Member in charge © the

Bill, in which the poor could apply for relief. I would only add thata
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complaint need not n cessarily be in writing and that it is quite open fo &
mun to go to a Magistrate and make a vsrbal complainf, thus getting rid
of the necessity of paying any court-fee at all. The Hon'ble Mover will
notice thatin the case of other petitions the Sele:t Committee have reduced
the proposed rate of 12 annas to 10 annas, and as the Hon'ble Mover knows
there is only one complaint petition in a case while there is no limit to
miscellane us petitions whatsoever.

Anothar feature of the Select Committee’s report is that the Act will be
in force for 3 years only instead of making it rermawent. It will haves to be
brought up before the Council again if it is considered neccssary to enforce
it for any furtlier period.

For all these reasons I regret that I cannot support the amendment.

Tre Hox’siE Tug PRESIDENT :—The question is that for the words
“ In the case of a complaint or charge of an offence presented to a criminal
court one rupee, and in other cases ten annas;” the words ‘“ In the case of
a complaint or charge of an offence presented to a criminal court eight annas,
and in other cases eizht annas * be substituted.

The motion was declared lost.
Srijur DALIM CHANDRA BORAH :—1 think T should take leave
of the Council to withdraw the following motion : —
That for the words ¢ one rupee ’ the words ¢ eight annas * be substitut-
ed in clause 11 (1). A
The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. :
Tae Hon’sLe Mz, W. J. REID :—There are two changes in clause.
13 (1) which I have tiken up together. '

I beg to move, Sir, that for the worl ¢ of ? in the second  line of 'cla,uacf
13 (1) of the Bill.the word: ¢ in’ be substituted and after the- word * schedule *,
in the.second line the words ¢ to the sail Act ’’ be inserted.

The motion was put and adopted.

Tar Hoy'ste Me. W. J. REID :—T beg to move, Sir, that for the .
words ¢ of the-same schedule * in. clause 13 (2) of the Bill the words “in the
said. article-”” be.substituted and that the words ‘“of the said Article
in sub-clause. 2 (a) and (f) be omitted.

The motion was put and adopted. :
Srrvr DALIM CHANDRA BORAH :—1I beg to withdraw the follows
ing motion which stands in my name :—

That for the words ¢ fifteen rupees ’ opposite entry (vi), the words ¢ ten,
rupecs ’ be substituted in clause 13 (2) (a).

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.
Tae How’ste Mr. W, J. REID :—Then, Sir, I beg to move that the
Atsim Court-Fees (Amendment) Bill, 1922, as amended, be passed, :
" The motion was put and adopted.
The Bill was then declared to have been pas-ed.
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THE ASSAM STAMP (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1922,

Tae Hox’BiE Mr. W. J. REID :—1I beg, Sir, to move that the report of
the S.lect Committee on the As.am Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 1922, be taken
into consileration. 1 do nnt $hink that I need repeat any of the observations
that 1 made in the case of the other Bill.

The motion was put and alopted.

Tae Hox’ine Mr. W. J. REID:—As in the case of the Court-Fres
Amendme it Bill Sir my amendmen's are either purely formal or framed to
give effect to the concessions which have been given in Bengal.

1 beg Fir to move that after the figurc €6' in the first line of clause 5B
the words ‘ of the said Act’ be inserted.

The motion was put and adopted.

Tar Hoxn'ste Mz. W. J, REID :—1I bg to move Sir, that tha fo'low-
ing proviso be insert:d in section 6A namely 3—

“ Provided that a court before which any such ?nstrument,' counterpart;,
duglicate, or eopy is produced, may, in its discretion, permit the duty
chargeable under this section to be paid thereon, and may then receive it in
evidence.”

The motion was put and adopted.

Tae Hox’sie Mz, W, J. REID :—I beg, Sir, to move that in clause 6

of the Bill after the figure “ 19 ”” in the first line the words ¢ of the said Act”
be inserted.

The motion was put and adopted.

. Tue Hox’stE Mz, W. J. REID :—I beg, Sir, to move with fefe“‘“}‘“"-"
to clause 7 of the Bill that for the word “and” in the first line of section
29B the word “ or *’ be substituted. 1

The motion was put and adopted.

Tae How'ste Mz. W. J. REID :—I beg Sir, to move that after the
figure “ 82 ” in the firet line of clause 8 the words “ of the said Act . be
inserted and that in sub-clause (3) of the same clause the word * from " be
substituted for the word “ of 7 in the last line but one.

The motion was put and adopted.

‘Tue Hon'sre Mz, W. J. REID :—I heg to move Sir, that after the

Tigure « 48  in the first line of clause 8A of the Bill the words “ of the said
Act " be inserted,

0

The motion was put and adopted.

Tam Honers M. W.J. REID :—1 bez, Sir, t that after the
ey B . W.7J. s— g, Sir, to move the
iﬁli":;:e:i 777 in the first line of clause 8B the words  of the said Act " be

The motion was 1ut and adopted.
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Sruur DALIM CHANDRA BORAH :—On the resu't of my mot'on
on the Court-Fees (Am:ndment) Bill, I think, it is reasonable for me not ts
open my mouth in respect of any motion and so I beg leav: to withdraw
the following motion and any other motion that appears in my name : —

That in the seconl column opposite the words ¢(¢) if not otherwise
provided for’ for the words “twelve annas’’ the words “eight annas’’ be
subsbituted in Article 5 of Schedunle 1A,

Tue Hon’pre THE PRESIDENT :—I think it would be well if the
Hon’ble Member withdraws his motions when we come to them.

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.

Toe How’Bue Mgr. W. J. REID:—I beg, Sir, to move with respect to
Article 15, Schedule 1 (2) in the second column opposite the words+* where it
exceeds Rs. 100 aud does not exceed Rs. 200 *” after the words ““one rupee”
the words “four annas’’ be omitted. This is one of the concessions I now ask
Sir.

The motion was put and adopted.

Tue Hox’sLe Mr. W. J. REID :—T beg, Sir, with refereace to Article
17 of the same schedule thit in th: second edlumn for the worls ¢ ten rapees
the words “ seven rupees eight annas’" be substitutel.

The motion was put and adopted.

Tre Hon'Bre Mr. W.J. REID :—With refereace to Article 22 of
the same schedule I beg to move Sir, that in the second column for the _words
¢ fifteen rupees ’ the words ¢ twelve rupees and eight annas > be substitutel.

The motion was put and adopted.

Srizur DALIM CHANDRA BORAH :—As I have already expressel
my opinion Sir, regarding the other motions I beg to withdraw the following
mctions with reference to Article 23 :—

(1) That in the second eolumn opposite the words ¢ whers the amount
or value of the consideration for such conveyance as set forth

therein does not exceed Rs. 50 *’ for the words * twelve annas *
the words “ eight annas >’ be substituted, and

(2) That in the second column opposite the words “ where it exceeds
Rs. 50 but does not exceed Rs. 100” for the words *one rupee
eight annas ” the words “ one rupee ” ba substituted.

The motions were, by leave of the Counecil, withdrawn.
The Hox'sne Me. W. J. REID :— W ith reference to Article 35 (@)-(va'n')
1 beg, Sir, to move that after the word ‘equal’ in the second line in the

gecond column the words in the case of a lease granted solely for agricultural
purposes to one-tenth and in any other case ’ be inserted.

The motion was put and adopted,

Tae Hon’sie Me. W. J. REID :—As regards Article 35 Exemption (2)
1 beg, Sir, to molve“r.h?.h 1{:]1@ worls ““ in this exeraption a lease for the parposes
of cdltivation shall inclule a lease of lands for cultivation towether w;
homnestead or tank ”’ be added. Eogen vt e

Tae motion wae put and alopted.
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Tae Hox’sre Mz. W, J. REID :—As regards Article 38, I Leg, Sir, to
move ;
¢ Phat in the. second column for the words ¢ fifteen rupeos,’ the words
 twelve rupees eight annas’ be substituted.”

The motion was put and adopted.

Tat Hox’sLE Mz. W. J. REID: —I beg, Sir, to move that the Assam
Stamp (Amendment) Bill, 1923, as amended be passed.

" The motion was put and adopted.

The Bill was declared to have been passed.

Tas Hon’sLe Mr. W. J. REID :—1I shonld like, Sir, before we proceed
to further business, to express to the Council on behalf of the Government
our acknowledgments of the way in which they have treated our proposals.
We ought to be abl: now to put our financial hou :e in order, and we appre-
ciate very highly the sympathetic and businesslike manner in which our
proposals have been handled.

THE ASSAM MUNICIPAL BILL, 1922.

Tee Hox'BLz Rar Bamapur GHANASYAM BARUA .—S8ir, I heg
to move that the Assam Municipal  Bill, 1922, be* referred to.a Sclect
Committee, consisting of the following Members—

1."How’ble Mr.- A. Majid.

2, Rai Bahadur Amarnath Ray.

3. Babu Krishna Sundar Dam,"

%. Maulavi Rashid Ali Laskar.

5. Khan Sahib Alauddin Ahmad Chaudburi.
6. Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy.

7. Srijut Nilmoni Phukan,

8. Maulavi Rukunuddin' Ahmad.

9, Rai Sahib Manomohan Lahiri,

10. Rai Sahib Padmahath Gohain Barua.

11, Srijut Lohit Chandra Nayak.

12, The Second Secretary, and myself.

While making this motion T may perhaps mention by way of explanation
that T have not made the other possible motion that I conld make, ‘w¢z.,, that

“the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon simply with a

view to save fime, not to forego the benefit of public criticism before the. Bill
1s considered by the Select Committee. The Bill has already been pubh?he}i
in the Gazette and the other usual steps will be taken to obtain public
opinion, Ample time will be allowed for an expression of such opinion a0

all opinions obtained will be laid before the Select Committee, = The Teason 18
?’af’ it will be many months before the Council is again in session. 1f all this
ime is allowed simply for publication of the Isill for eliciting public
opinion the formation of the Seclect Committee will necessarily: have to be
postponed till the next session of the Council which means that the Report
of t‘he Commitiee will not be avnilah'e before next year’s budget seESO
and it may even mean that the consideration and the pas.ing of the - Bill
may be still further delayed.
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T submit, S'1,. that this wast> of time is robat all callod for as.wa
can collect all public opinion in the meantime anl have it fully considered
Ly the Select Committee without postponing the formation of the Select
Committee for the next session. 1 - have made the. Committes  suizably
Jarge in proportion to the importance of the Bill, bub I shall gladly aceept
any suggestions for further additions if the Coun 1l so desir.s.

Kueaxn Sasis ALAUDDIN AHMAD CHAUDHURI :—Sir,
T beg to'say a word or two in this coarpection. 1t appears that there is a
departure from the recognised principles of the Government about 1epre-
seatations of diff.rent ¢ mmunities in this Bill. 1 bring-this fact to the
notice of the Select Committee which will, I trust, consider this matter ab
the time of discussion. E

Tue Hox'sie Rar Bamanur GHANASYAM BARUA :—Sir, if I may be
allowed to pointout all the Members of the Select Committee will have the full
right to propose amendments for the consideration of - the Select Committee,
and they will necessarily receive the best consideration of that Committea. T
therefore do not think there is any reason to go iato the! discussion of detailed
principles now.

Kuan . Bamapur Mavrave MUHIBUDDIN AHMAD :—Sir, I beg
to enquire whether there is any urgency aboub this Bill and whether it could

not wait till we rezeive criticisms b.fore the Select Committes is appointed ?

Tus Hox’lE  RBar Bauaprr GHANASYAM BARUA :—That of
course the Gouncil must consider. I do not myself think that the benefit of
pnblic opinion will be lost in any way. 1 have already made this clear. I do

‘1ot think that the formation of the Select Committee should be deferred till

public opinion has been elicited first, because as I suid the eliciting and cousi-
deration of public opinion will not suffer in any way. The Bill though not
of emergent urgency, is somewhat urgen’ inasmuch as the soomer we revi:e
our Municipal Law the better, because the people are shewing signs ol feeling
tired of the old laws.

KuaN Bamapur Marnavi M UHIBUDDIN ATMAD :—The point
I wi-h to raiseis a gquestion of priveiple. Would it not be afterwards consi-
derel that the Select Committee have no powers to go into the question of
communal representation ? - It we are not committed te accept thatv principle
I have no objection to sending the Bill to the Select Committee, otherwize L

.~ object to the Select Committee being formed now.

Mr. A. J. G. CRESSWELL :—I rise to a point of order, Sir. Will it
be in order if T suggest that the name of - Mr. TFeatherstone be added to the
Select Committee ? :

Tue Hox'srne Rat BAHADUR GHANASYAM BARUA :—I gladly
accept the suggestion,

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT :—May I suggest one
obher name—that of a member from Goalpara, Babu Biraj Moban Dutt ?

In view of the remarks made by Khan Bahadur Muhibuddin Ahmad,

1 would like to tell him that by accepting the motion of the Hon’ble Minister

we do not commib ourselves to any principle except . that the Municipal Law

_ requires revision, The question of communal represestation or other questions

are for the Council to decide. Weneed not. be in, unnecessary fear on that

. BLOIE.
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Tex How’sLE Rar Bamabur GHANASYAM BARUA :—Sir, as
pointed out by the Rai Bibadur, there is nothing about the commitment cf
principles. The only priaciple involved is that:a revised Municipal Law is
wanted for the province. About this I do not think there is any dispute.
The other details will doubtless be consider-d by the Committee itself and sub-
sequently by the Council when the Select Committee submits its recommenda-
tions. I do not think any bad commitment will be made by simply referring
the Bill to the Select Committze.

I gladly agree to include Babu Biraj Mohan Dutta in the Select Com-
mittee ; really I was myself thinking of him. If the Council permits I would
adl also another name to those already proposed, that of Khan Bahadur -
Muhammad Bakht Mazamdar. As a member from the Assam Valley has
been added, I think it would be vnly just to have another member from . the
other Valley.

Tue Hox’ste taE PRESIDENT :—The question is that the Assam
Municipal Bill, 1922, be referred to a Select Committee, as revised.

The motion was put and adopted.
POLITICAL PRISONERS.

Seuor DALIM CHANDRA BORAH :—Sir, Ibeg to move: That
this Council recommends to the Government of Assam that in view of the
assurance given by the Working Committee of the All-India National Con-
gress and the suspension of all activities and propaganda work by the volun-
teers of the nou-co-operation movement, the repressive laws in Assam be with-
drawn and the political prisoners released.

At the outset, Sir, I shoull give the Council to understand that by with-
drawal of repressive laws in Assam, I mean not the repeal of those laws as
they are the Acts of the Supreme Council and not within.the province of
the Local Government o repeal, but all what I mean is the .withdrawal of the
application of tho.e repressive laws from our province wher: they are recently
introduced. I am constrained to put this interpret:tion cimply for the
fact that it has come to my knowlelge that some members have ente:-
tained doubts as to the real drift of my resolution.

I sheuld like fo say that this resolution is not peculiar or extraorlinary
here. Resolutions of a like pature have already been successfully moved with
great zeal and earn. stness in more advanced provinces than ours where the
political agitation and” unrest had gone on to a great extent. There was
a talk for moving similar resolution in our Council too in the February session
on a short notice on the ground of the subject of the resolution being a matt.r
of urgent public importance. But on account of paucity of members who
attended the Council then, it was postponed tohe moved in the present session
when a larger attendance was expected. :

Regarding the subject-matter of the resolution we are all aware of th®
present political situation causing general discontentment among the m'as:
%’Ppulahon. It is neither an exaggeration nor a flattery that it is for the firs
l;ﬁ?a%?g?r the benign rule of the British Government that the peafeflﬂ 31‘:‘1
oliti 11 Ing jeople are go seriously and widely stricken with a panic caused Sf’
pothm:h Siroilis Tningohia trying situation it must be the combined efforts o
bringinge ?Ooze“."f““}"' aud the law-abiding ecitizens %o solve the problem by
quilibrium , the public mind which is in a state of ebulitiod:
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But the Government does not seem - to go into the real cause' of the popular
discontentment and they think it expedi-nt to quell down the agitation by
abrupt adoption of such drastic measures as are disproportionate to the
nature of civil disturbances complained of and unknown to the peace-loving
people of the province heretofore.

The nature of the repressions and the magnitude of the disturbances ara
too well-known to the Ho1’ble Members to make any further delineition here.
I only beg to draw the attentinn of the Hon'ble Members to the fact that in
the face of the existence of ordiuary provisions of law for coping with the
disturbances and outbreaks of the nature as have daily been trought to our
rotice any further restrictive and stringent measures are likely to cause more
unrest and to make the discontentment more deep-seatel. The esternal
activities of defenceles people might easily be quelled down by either of these
stringent measures but repression 1s not a means for curbing the internal
spirit. :

We are quite confident thut it is not the intention of the Government to
make us unhappy and in fact they might be actuated by the jurest of the
motive to introduce the rep-essive measurs for maintaining peace and order
but it should be remembered that the persons entrusted with the function of
deaiing with those weapons generally miss their aim for their avidity to
exercise power to the extreme., The effect of introduction of repression is
simply to give unbrillel license to the police and to the military. Ther: are
innumerable instances of excesses done by the police and the military in the
name of law and justice, but I do not want to create any unplea antness by
making a repitition of those doleful oceurrences.

It is on the’r ow) admission that the Government adoptel the repressive
measure when the political agitation reached its climax and public safety was
in danger. Now when admittelly the agitation is gradually sub iding we are
Justified in appealing to the Goveinment to wi.hdraw the application of the
repressive laws from our province which is a source of menace #» simple folks.

"The second part of my resolution simply deals with a prayer to the Govern-
ment to pardon anl release the political prisoners by exercise of their amne.ty
and clemency. The reason that led the political agitators to enfer into a cam-
paign of their propaganda, can well be gathered from the following few words
which so eminent a leader of the Indian public as Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya, zave utterance to in course of a speech in Bombay very recently.
Referring to the a fitu'e to the Government of India Pandit Malaviya con-
gidered that a wrong policy was pursued in Bengal, Assam, United Provinces

and elsewhere under which many persons, most of ‘them respectable, were’

deprived of their liberty for not obeying a technicality of law which they
thonght unjust, and he further said that the last fow months were the darke:t
period of British rule in India so far as liberty was concerned. Since the inau-
guration of the Reforms the financial situation of the country was gloomy and
the sovereign remedy was swarqj as pronounced by Dadaboi Naoroji in
Calcutta so far back as in 1906, The persons who are now rotfing in the
jails * cannot be said to be actuated to launch into a campaign of 0ON-co-opera-
tion from a selfish dgslre for personal acgrandisement although some of them
are swayel by emotion or impulse. I caunot leave it unnoticed that one bad
e¢ffect of wholesale confinement of political leaders in iails is that the control
over the volunteeis islost leaving them to go astray to cause oceasiomal
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disturbances here and th re. At any rate'I do not mean- tocriticise the
action of the Government adversely nor to impugn the act and proceedings of
the courts of justice dealing’ with the political prisoners as it is not the
place for so doing. As there is a cry a'l over the country ' that taking advan-
tage of their defenceless character miscarriage of justice occasionally creeps
into'the proceedings of criminil cases - against the non-co-operators, 1 alrcady
have made an appeal to the Government through the mediaom of a question
put’ to them to call for the records of all the criminal caces with the view to
consider the legality or otherwis: of the eriminal proceedings instituted
against. them ot the sentences passed upon them. I hope the Gov.rnment
will- certainly lend a patient hearing to our importunities .and right the
Wrongs committed by thuir officers. Another fact of special note should
not escape our attention and it is this—that all the . political prison.rs- do not
appear to be dealt with equally although they are guilty of the same offences ;
in other words we understand, that for the same or similar offen:es different
offenders are sentenced to different terms or description of sentences. Tle law
is no respector of personality and equal treatment is earnestly desirable.

Before I conclude I cannot but express my grititude 6 His Excellency the
Governor for his utterances mad: in course of his Durbar speech yesterday
which hus a direct concern with thesubject in hand and which might be fresh
in the memory of every one present here. In face of sach utterances the
Cuncil might not be inclined to further discuss the resolution . thinking that
even if it be accepted they could net expect from the Goverament more than
what wasannouncei yesterday. Nevertheless 1 think it my duty to give the
Council an opportuaity to think over the subje:t as it is. a matter of general
public- importance and I shall decide the course to be adopted after taking the
o.neral sen e of the Council with perfect defcrenc: to their sentiments.

Tgae Hox'sie Mr. A. MAJID :—Sir, the Hon’ble mover like all the
other Hon’ble members of this Council heard the speech which His Excellency
the Governor delivered yesterday at the Darbar.. I could hardly aldito thoce
remarks. His Excellency the Governor traced the origin and progress of the
movement which Government had to combat. Turning to the measures which
Government was forced to taks His Excellency g1id that he believed that the
situation was improving and said that if this improvement continu:d Govern-
ment would note this and shape its course of action accordingly.

As regards the convictions anl sentences which have been imposed, Gov-
ernment have been watching the results of thetrials and in certain cas2s which
seemed to require examiuation, examining the records, to see whesher the
convictions and sentences and order regarding the special treatment of prisoners
were suitable. As Hon'ble Members know we-have been pacsing such orders
as were deemed neressary and proper. And 1 can assare the Conneil that
Government are prepared to interfere in all cases in which interference is neces-
sary and proper under section 401, Criminal Procedure Code. I ask the Council
soleminly in view of what they have heard whether they are prepared.to endorse
=0 uncompromising and so far-reaching a resolution as this ?

¢ ben?&n&"A : MPF PAT :—Sir, we often hear Governm:nt being desclijed a3
howm%ar 1?](1 15 18 a description we love to make. much of. In ttgls cas?,
dorea || et ¥ idea is conveyed that “benign’ means a.Government whlch will
{hise w't.lf ¢pressive measures and set fiee the law breakers and rather sympa~
se with them in having been the victims of an erroxr of judgnient of its owi-



537

Now, this is not my ideaof what the word should mean, The first duty
of Government as has so often been said is to preserve law and order so that
the peaceful and law-abiding may pursue their ordinary avocations without let
or hindrance. In this it is ‘ benign’ as it is doing the greatest good to the
greatest number.

Let us see what has been the position of late. Certain parties (there are
several which may claim to be separate or which may rightly be embodied in
one, the National Congress party) have initiatel a propaganda the primary
methods of which are to upset peaceful trade and the Tea Planting industry.
The objects to be attained wera clearly stated by His Excellency Sir William
Marris yesterday and need not be repeated. The methods pursued openly were
the closing of hits, private or Government, the refusal of grain supplies to tea
garden coolies at exorbitant rates, the hoycott in their own villages of Assamese
who were serving on the staff on tea estates, the boycott of shop-keepers who
sold foreign cloth, ete. Take an instance of the first named—A young man
wearing a Gandhi cap entered the Teok H&t in my neighbourhood. He pro-
ceeded to dictate pricss to the vendors. Dkan and rice he placed at 100 per
cent. over the normal figure but fish, for a reason apparent, Assamese them-
selves being large buyers, was put low, the Domes being told to charge four
annas for a fish which would usually fetch ten or twelve. On being remonstra-
ted with he at cnce put his hands up and shouted “ Mahatma Gandhi Ki
Jai.” The result was confusion, bad characters slarted looting and the bt
was cleared in ten minutes. The same thing happened at several of the other
hfits round and it was clearly shown in whose name the instigators were acting.
Large lo-ses resulted ‘as unsold fish, vegetables, etc., went bad, also from the
Inoting which took place under cover of the confusion. This was certainly not
allowing the peaceful trader to carry on his business without let or hindrance.

It is argued that the men actively employel iu carrying out this propa-
ganda are mere tools and do not understand the results of their action, are
swayed by emotion and impulse, and should therefore be treated Jeniently.
If they do not understand or realise their responsibility they must be taught
and to be lenient with them and set them free would not tend to do this. To
give them our sympathy and to intervene on their behalf would seem to range
ourselves on the side of disorder. Government should be left free to deal with
the situation as it seams advisable and it cannot be accused of not having
been most lenient to date, For instance a Marwari trader said to me °° why
does not Government step in and put the whole movement down. Is it
afraid ? >’ So you see that it has been so lenient as to give ris: to doubt
among its loyal traders and peaceable subjects who have been victims of the
non-co-operator. By its recent action it has only shown that it has the power
and when necessary is prepared to use it and this we skould welcome and
should not oppose or disagree. And as regards using the power, I may say,
petsona'ly I bave come in contact with the moveable colymn and I consider
that regarding both, the bebaviour of the police and the troops in the column,
their conduct, has been exemplary. The position has improved hub sinister
influsnces ave still at work and will have to be meb in the future. We sheuld
pear in mind the lack of control of the fcllowers by the leaders. In one case
of my own hét I was told that there was no wish to interiere ovr to do any
ha m whatever. A forfnight later a message was s:nt to me by the same man
the local Se retary of the Conoress party, who said he had 1st control over
his followers and ¢cuid nit guarantee the L&t T refer to this less of contral,
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because th - leaders of the party may have withdrawn their ord rs and might
guarantee that there would be no more interference but we fear that the
followers may still continue.

I therefre appeal to you, gentlemen to oppose this re.olution and by an
unanimons vote travsform it info an expression of confidsnce in the Govern-
ment.

Kuax Sanis ALATUDDIN AHMAD CHAUDHURY :— I think, Sir,
I should 51y a word or two in this connection. I am already an eye-sire to the
non-co-opcrators «f my district and I do not like to ingar the di-pleasure
of my friend in the Chamber who is moving this resolution, but 1 hope that
he will kindly excuse me when T say that the r solution as it stands is not
acceptable to any Government having responsibility to mainta in peace and
tranquillity, law and order. It recommends the withdrawal of repres-ive
measure: aind the relesse of political prisoners in. view of the argurances of
non-violence given by the Working Committee of the All-India National
Congress, but when Mr. Gandhi who is the feuntain-head. of this moveme it
and who has been preaching non-violence and advising the people, to restrain
themselves from race hatred, from the very beginning, hopelissly failed to
kecp contrul before his very eves at Bombay, and when in spite of his repeated
warnings, atrocities of a most horrible type hitherto unknown in the land,
were perpetrated in different par's of India, would it, Sir, be a sound policy to
place any reliance upou the assurances of the Congress Committee? To
maintain orler and diseipline there must he some -force behind to enforce
it. Where is that force in the propaganda of Mr. Gandhi or of the Congress
Committee 7 On the other hand instances of social boyeott in the, villages and
elsewhere, of threat and inti nidation, instances how far the personally liberty
of the peace-lovinz public is at risk, instances how caps are being snaf Ch_e*'l
under concocte | falwas to the great anvoyance of the wearer, are stil in-
numerable which T think this Governm nt as a Goversment must combat. I
say Sir, the Government is alteady too late in this matter and ought to have
taken up measures earlier. Government showed ample signs of paticnee and
forbearance, waited loug enough to see the good sense of the people: but when

nstead of showing signs of improvement the people resorted themselves to

violence distu bing the public peace, ravaging, killing, without law, without
justice simply to gratily their own whims, it was then and then only that
the Governmert to k up the present  procedure. Théy call it a repressive
measure : Lut T say, Sir, that to station military police in the disturled
areas aud to prosecuts the offenders under the existing law ot the land is
a most non-violent form of procedure to quell disturbances. The cloul
of anger,” hatred and disgust has heen spread by the non-co-operators .fs_i_r and
wide poiscning the minds of the people—patticularly of the illiterate
masses— and it will, T think, take a long time to get the normal conditions
restored, T understand that the present poliey has  been producing healthy
and satisfactory results, and it will be simply unwise to withdraw it at the
present moment. | The Hon’ble Mover of the resolu‘ion has recommended
the, withdrawal of thig policy, hu! I regrct to notice that be has been unable
to suggest any suital X o4
order.
I wish, Sir, that the
industry and as such I
maintained and normal
resolution.

Peopla should enjoy the fair fruits of rence and
advise Government to see that law and ovder are
times restored. With these remarks [ oppose. the

le or practicable means for the restoration of peace and .
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Mg, E. H. FEATHERSTONE :—Sir, I rise to oppose this. resclutior,
most strongly. It says, Sir,  that in view of the suspensmn.of all a.cf.u'ltie's'
and propaganda work by the volunteers ot the non-co-operative movement.
Has the Hon'ble Member forgotten that the people of this movement
have published it broadeast throughout the lind that we were going fo-
have a m st complete Zaréal from the 6th to the 13:h of April? T
ask tbe Hon’ble Mover to remember that fact. Another point is the
question of repressive laws. I consider that the Go rernment  have been
extremely lax in allowing this word to be wused ab all. 1t has accorded
a tremendous antagonistic atmosphere {o the whole thing. To anybody who
views it with a clear mind it would be quite clear that the laws are not
repressive, but {o the man in the strest who is guided by the opinion of
others it has been instilled that the Government is_a sort of man with a
big stick and that as soon as he speaks he will be hit on the head and
smashed. 1 think it is unwise to allow that idea to spread throughcut
the land without taking any action again-t it, And as regards the releas-
ing of political prisoners, I think that every one of them can be re-
leasel to-morrow if they will only sign the statement any man with aay
common sense would ask to be signed, and that is that they will refrain from
this ill-considered question of non-co-operation.

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA :—S8ir, I regret I
cannot support the resolution as itis, 1 hope I shall rot for ish_at' reason be
acoused or any lack of sympathy for those who have gone to jail in the name
of their country. They are there as the result of a propazanda which has led
to very undesirable developments and have not asked to be helped out of the
jail. ~The Hon'ble Mover recommends the withdrawal of the repressive laws

" by which he means, as he explains, the several notifications under certain

extraordinary enactments, and the rclease of all political prisoners on the
assumption that the Working Committee of the Indian National Congress has
decreed a suspension of all militant activities. I um afraid the assumption on
which he -bazes his recommendation was no sure foundation. May I be
permitted to remind the Hon'ble Mover that while the Committee has prohi-
bited mass civil disobedience it permits individual civil disobedience at the
discretion of the individual concerned, and as everybody knows it i3 individual
civil disobedience that has filled our jails. Indeed so far as I am aware there
has been no attempt at mass civil disobedience in any parvé of tle province.
Then again in this morning’s paper I read that the Bengal Provincial Conzress
Commiftee has sanctioned the resumption of the pieketting of foreign ecloth
shops——an operation which has not unoften involved interference with indivi-
dual liberty of action. Yet again Zartal have been ordered for the 13th of
April all over India, and /Zarfals has not always been as spontaneous as they
have been presented to be. Thus the assumption on which the Hon’ble Mover
bases his recommendations falls to the ground. Sir, it is for these reasons
that I find myself unable to support the resoluticn in its present form. There ig
a remedy op:n to the prisoners themselves and that is to agre: to abide by law
as His Excellency the Governor has asked them to do.

3ABU KRISHNA SUNDAR DM :—Sir, with a thousand apologics to

- my friead the Mover T wou'd ask him to withdraw his present . solutive, but

pot on the g ou ids which we have just heard stated by many of the p ecedmor
speakers, pirticularly by Khan Saib Alsuddin Ahm d _U'l‘*aufl'mry. K T

why 1 ask the Hon'b'e Mo.er to withdraw his resolution 1 showld ‘make my
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position clear. He shoull first of all realise that if they are true non-cn-opet'-
ators who have gone into jail by following the call of their leader Mahatma
Gandhi, if they really believe themselves bound to sacrifice themselves to the
cause of their countr 7, sure'y my friend is not right to put in a pleading on
behalf of them—at least I am sure that none of the true non-co-operators have
askel him to move in their behalf, to get them released. Of course, if they are
people who have gone to jail without grasping the principle of non-violent non-
co-operation whether Hindu or Muhammadan, of coarse for them we know that
Government hav: already provided a way to go out by giving an assurance of
future gool behavicur. So I believe that if by the resolu'ion the Hon’ble
Mover mant to benefit the true non-co-operators I think he did not act wise'y
in moving this resolution. And then there is also the legal aspect of the
question, and that is whether this Council can go into the validity or otherwise
of the adjudication of law courts. As to the term ‘ repressive measures I
shoull first of all invite the attention of the Council to what was said by Khan
Sahib Alauddin Ahmad Chsudhury. He appeared to me to speak und_er
considerable personal excitement but I am sure that the Government side will
imbibe nothing of his excitement. He not only entered into the question of the
most attrocious offences committel in this province and outside in India, but
also seemed to thisk that repressive measures should have 'been adopted much
earlier. I think the least we say ahout the policy of the Imperial Governmer{t
the better,  but I can assure him that the Govirnment will listen to his
advice as little as mine or the Mover’s advice. 1 also differ from my friend
Khan Sahib Alauddin Ahmad Chaudhury in thinking that they should be
called repressive measures and not very lenient measures. I am inclined to
describe them in ansther way, i.e., that non-violent nos-co-nperation has been
followed by violent vo-operation ; by violent co-operation I mean the sort of co-
operation to which people are being taught by the demonstration marches which
are at present going on in the province. After seeing and heiring how these
repressive measures are being enforced T think my Hon’ble Friend must be a
very sanguine p:rson to move his resolution. I think he should withdraw his
resolution and go forward with the times, v¢z., the violent form of -co-operation
through the medium of demonstration marches. This is a thing which is
troublieg us very much now.

This is a menace which is troubling us very much now. I am 1_1°t at t_his
moment going to refer to the peculiar sufferings of this form of touching
. the co-operators. But I cannot here make mention of.......

Tae Hox’sLe Mr. W. J. REID :—On a point of order Sir. Is the
Hon’ble Member referring to the marches of Assam Rifles throughoub Sylhet
n connection with this resolution ?

Szisur KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—Why, T am asking the Hon’ble

Mover. -

. Tue Hcw'sre tup PRESIDENT :—I did not know to what he was veler-
ring. I regret T cannot follow the Hon’ble Member,

g oruur KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—1 am asking why he should with-
r?w the present resolation and bring it up in some other form, He should
only confive himself to the particular form of revision, With this object

1n VIewh"'1&-’]13]""? 18 the repression and what is according {o law and the impres-
gion Wwhich 181 accordance with the demonstrations ......
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Tine Hox'sLe Mr W. J. REID 3
which I ask your decision.

Tre Hox’erk e PRESIDENT :—1I find it difficult to hear what the
Hon'ble Member says.

Sewur KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM:—In my present speech I am
advising the Mover-why he shculd withdraw the resolution as it is worded
and why he should limit his scope to a particular form of repressian only
that it may be more intellig'ble to my Hon’ble friend.

Tre Hox¥’BrE Mr, A. MAJID :—The first portion is rclevant and the
second portion is irrelevant. .....

Srizor KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—My friend Khan Sahib Alauddin
Ahmad Chaudhuri al-o referred to all these things speaking londly and I think
the Mover should come forward to withiraw h's resolution because what will
strike everybody is this. -

That is the point cf order Sir, on

Tae Hox'BLE MR. A, MAJID :-—~This 1i; outside the Counecil.

Tae Hox’BLe tee PRESIDENT :—I think the resolution refe:s ¢o
the withdrawal of repressive laws and releas: of prisoners and the Hon’ble
Member is uot relevant in dealing with the marches cf the troops.

Bagu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM:—What I mean to say is to
suggest.,

Tur Hox'sre MR, W. J. REID :—I submit that the Hon’ble Member
cannot suggest anything at this stage.

Bisy KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—Mr. Moffat alluded to the
marches. It will strike everybody that these measures were meant
to pacify the existing unrest which is taking place mostly in the vicinity.
of the tea gardens and the villages near. And another fact which strikes
this Council is that the plant'ng community have been the greatest suff. rers
in the present unre.t, and the Hon’ble gentleman who has just sjoken before
me Rai Bahadur Promod: Chandra Dutta spoke from a differsat standpoint
of view. But Khan Sahib Alauldin Ahmad Chaudhuri and Mr. Moffat
are speaking of individual grievances. I think in bringing forward asnd
discussing resolutions of this kind we should speak less and less with refer-
ence to individual grievan-es and this impresses upon us the question whether
the Local Government of the proviace of A:sam are going to be dictated
to by the planting community.........

Tue Hox'sLe tuE PRESIDENT :—I think the Hon’ble Member is
again straying away from the terms of the resolution.

Basu KRISHNA SUNDAR DAM :—T have finished Sir. I say that I
will advise the Hon’ble Mover to consider these points particularly instead of
those who are in juil and the particular form of repression which is threaten=
ing this provinee which is different from other provinees.

Mr. A.J. G. CRESWELL:—Sir, in opposicg the reso'ution I would
ask this (duncil to at present rest content with the policy as Jaid down yester-
day by His Excellency the Governor.  Further, Sir, in view of the assurances
given by His Excelleaey us to the release from prison of all who are willing

to agree to abide by the laws of the land hardly justifies the suggestion of
¢ ypotuing in jail.”

e —————— A
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Sir, there can be few here who can with any justice claim that without
the adoption of severe measures Jaw and order could have been restored—
hence, -Sir, I considar it is the duty of this Council to have every confidence in
the Government which is the best judge as to what measures are for the
present and in the future to be adopted for maintaining the general welfare
of the people in the province of Assam.

Reverexp J. J. M. NTCHOLS-ROY : —Sir, 1 would advise the Hon’ble
Mover to withdraw {he resolution becauseas it stands it is defective. First
of all it is sail that the Inlian National Congress have suspended their
activities which is not a fact. They have only changed the idea of Mass Civil
Disobedience and to enforce the individual Civil Disobedience. We do hope
that the movement will die out, but whatever our hopes may be the facte
remains the same that the Congressis still active in many forms. We do
not know what form they would takein future.

The second reason is that the political prisoners themselves, I am afraid
are not very anxious to get out of the prisons bec:use they think—at least
many of them --that they are serving the country by remaining there because
they hope that in that way they are going to gain swaraj very soon, and if
they remain non-violent for a long time in prison that their movement will
be successful and the principle of Gandhi will be successful and the country
will gain swaraj. The withdrawal of the repressive laws and release of the
prisoners at the present time are not desirable, because there is a great deal
of confusion going on aud those who observe the political affairs fr om outside
were gurprised that the Governm:nt did not take action very soon. But our’
surprise may after all be a matter of judgment and may net be very swise.
But as far as the resolution stands now I think it is not' reasonable that it
should receiva the support of the Council. I would ask therefore ‘that the
Hon’ble Member should withdraw it.

Mavpravi RASHID ALI LASHXKAR :—S8ir, T have o say a few worde
in this connection. Some of the Indian Members appear to me to have
travelled a greater distance than even the British Isles. But I am sorry that
instead of trying to run the agitation in the proper channel they are keeping
aloof in a precipitous height, in a greater height than the height of Shillong
and they I think in this way are not entitled to picture the present condition
of the ¢ untry tefore the public, Any way Sir the resolution appears to be
a bit feeble otherwise I must confess that I should have supported it. But
80 far as the spirit of the resolution goes Lam at one with the mover of the
resolution, As for the opinion and idea of the country we may safely judge
if we take a percentage of the popalation who are for and who are against the
present agitation, I say the present movement. The uuneducated and iznorant
masses are made to work on the verge of the narrow precipice. It is only
Batural for human to, think that the proyvocation is one accepted to retort-
But the particular advice is not to retort but to remain non-violent and. this
18 a very difficalt principle and in ihese circumstances if some outside. poking
zntgl le%resswn and o ppression go on the natural result is that the education ©

oV (AYS upon ignorant and uneducated mass sometimes vanishes anl the

-natural zesalt is, ghat they may. look for riots and something of the kind.

Then Sir as for the release of the prisoners from jail I say that priconers

are mostly educated Wk
th B People and we cannot call them so many fools and althoug
ey prefer jail than bogging pardon, is it not just that at the time of their
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trials ab Jeast we should s:e that just'ce should be done to them, and they are
not sent to jail simply because they wuns to go to jail should that be the
principle ?  Should justice receive a sort connivance from the executive side
1t forms a farce.

Then Sir the instances of broaking of hats in t:a garlens I think may
be counterbalanced by ten times of the instinces of opposite side. The Gandhi
caps and khaddars have hecome a sort of hydrophebia in the eyes of some peo-
ple and this is why these are turned away from that is why often these Gandhi
caps are snatched away from innocent people who simp'y wear it asa sort of
fashion. All the wearers of Gandhi c:ps are not necessirily non-co-operators,
Even co-operators as a result of fashion are wearing (andhi caps. Simply
s:¢inZ a man wearing a Gan Ihi CAD e et

Tre Hox’Bus Me. W. J. REID:—On a point of order, Sir, T was not
aware that there was any law, even of the most repressive character, directed
again't Gandhi caps.

Mavuravt RASHID ALT I,ASKAR :—1 am simply making mention of
instances refercel to by some Hon'ble Members.

Tae Hox’sLE TRE PRESIDENT : —1 think the Hon’ble Member is tey-
ing to make out that the movement is not s widespread as would appear. I
t.ink that is his point.

Mavuravt RASHID ALI LASKAR :—Then, Sir, as to the wishes of
some of the Hon’ble Members that these laws should have bean applied a little
eatlier, I suy that thes: laws might suppress the agitation £.r a time but is this
a very happy and healthy sign ? 1t may guppress agitation on the cu-face only,
but the result would be th.t the movement would sink deeper and deeper and
thus assume a dingerous appearance in the shape of a volcanic irruption. It
should give some vent so that its grievanc & might have some evaporation.
Is it very wise to forcibly shut a mouse in its hole, it is r.ther wiser to bring
out the mouse from the hole. So I think instan:es are sometimes only picked
oat to make genoral inferences, but I say instances on the other sids are so
very numerous that if one is to generalise Instances, the opposite side would
take prominence. Sometimes, Sir, even a delay of a few minutes in the dis-
persal of ignorant and uneducated masses is looked upon as more valuable than
the lives of dozens of people. Are those instances very happy ones ? Consi-
dering the languace of the resolution I think the Hon’ble  Member should
withdraw his resolution,

Srwur DALIM CHANDRA BORAH :—T1 have already given the
Counvil to understand Sir, that my object was not to create any unpleasant-
ness by putting this resélution before the Council, My object was rather
to make a prayer with all earne-tness and humility to the effact that Govern-
ment might be pleisel to make cestain concessions 1in exercise of their
¢lemency cr amnesty.  But one Honourab'e gantleman was pliased enough
t) cite some instances of non-co-operators. JIEL wasin the mood of creatino
unp!easnnt{lgs% then I should l.m'.-e citel eounter instances of exc'sseso.
However this gentleman not only cited but clearly gave exprossion to fielines
cf unpleasantiess, but I on the other hand haye opportunity 1o conevaiulat:
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myself for having a good commentator in him in commenting on benign
and ben‘gnity. At the very outset I mentioned the fact thal this Council
was not competent in repealing the laws on the subject. At any rate, Sir,
as so many friends have urged me to withdraw this resolution, I think it
would be unwise for me to dieregard the views and sentiments of the Council
i Tdo not withdraw this resolution. 1 therefore beg leave of the Council
to withdraw my resolution.

The regolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn.
The Council was then adjourned to the 29th March 1822 at 11 a M.

SHILLONG ; , S. E. STINTON,
The 181k April 1922, Ofg. Secrelary to the Legislative Council.
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