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DEBATES OF THEvASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, the 1st March, 2005

The House met at 9.00 A M. of the Clock in the Assembly Chamber at

Dispur, with Shri Prithibi Majhi, Speaker in the Chair.

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE CHAIR

.Mr. Speaker : Hon'ble Members present, the Governor

is addressing the House to-day at 9.08 A.M. He is
alighting in the main Porch of the Assembly premises
at 9.05 A.M. Myself, the Hon'ble Chief Minister and
the Secretary will receive him at the porch. The
instructions as to how the Govemor is to be received
in the House have been laid on each Member's table.
As soon as the Governor arrives in the House,
I think, we should comply with these instructions.

In the meantime, the Address will be distributed to
the Members.

With your permission, I now leave the House
to receive the Governor at the Main Porch.

(Mr. Speaker, Hon'ble Chief Minister and
Secretary, Assam Legislative' Assembly left the House
to receive His Excellency, the Governor of Assam at

the Main Porch of the Assam Legislative Assembly
Building)
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(His Excellency, the Governor of Assam

| arrlved in the House with Hon'ble Speaker, Hon'ble
Chief Minister and Secretary, Assam Legislative
Assembly and the National Anthem was played. ;
After the National Anthem everybody. took their g |

respective seats).

GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS

Mr. Speaker : Now, I request the Hon'ble Governor to AK
Address the House

Hon'ble Governor : Respected Speaker and Hon'ble
.~ Members of the Assam Legislative Assembly,

-1 am. very happy to address this August House
on the occasion of the Budget Session 2005. I take
this opportunity to wish you all the very best in life
and work. I believe, the considered deliberations in
the session will lead the State in its forward march

to peace, progress and prosperity. 3

Since my government has taken over the reins
of the state a perceptible change for the better has
taken place in all spheres of governance. Law and
order situation has improved visibly:. (There were
uproar im the HMouse from the opposition Bench and 3‘
the members belonging to. AGP and BSP staged
walkout in protest and the Hon'ble Governor con-
tinued his Addresses.) Investors have shown their
est in the State. Financial situation of the state

interes
has improved. Salary and pensionary benefits have

oV ag
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been disbursed regularly. Not only that. Government
have been able to pay D.A. to its employees at par
with Central Government. Debt burden has been
reduced. The Planning Commission has appre01ated
the steps taken by the Government.

The problem of unemployment has been
addressed in right earnest. Opportunities have been
created for both wage and sélf—employment.
Depressed classed like S.C. and S.T. have been
given‘ special attention for their all 'round
development.

Non-Governmental Organisations also -have
been encouraged in various fields for their
participation in building a new Assam.free from
want, hunger and disease. It is the earnest endeavour
of my Government to provide a clean, transparent
and corruption free administration. This is our
commitment to the people of the State.

» Home and Political :

The law and order situation in the State is under
control. There has been discernible improvement of
the law and order situation in Assam during the
past four years. The ULFA sponsored violence
transforming itself from the insurgency mode to a
distinct terroristic mode has manifested itself
through attacks on vital installations and killing of

innocent civilians. On account of the focused
s and the policy of

counter 'msurgency operatlon &
(7

. . s 1 m,
encouraging militants to join the mainstrea
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violence levels including the violence on civilians
Pas R Al 08 29 5 the 'state ‘during the year
Further, Consequénf to the concerted efforts of the
State Government, all the major militant groups in
the state except the ULFA have declared cessation
of hostilities and come forward for negotiations.

lne State Government have been consistently
pursuing the policy of encouraging militant groups
to eschew violence which has contributed signifi-
cantly towards the coming to over ground of all the
major militant groups except ULFA. In this regard,
it is pointed out that the ongoing talks with UPDS
(anti-talk) and DHD have been progressing satisfac-
torily. Similarly the State Government's parleys
with the Adivasi Cobra Militant and the Birsa
Commando Force has also made significant headway
during the year.

Another major militant outfit, the NDFB had
declared ceasefire (Oct' 15/2004) in pursuance OF
CM, Assam's offer for peaceful negotiations. In this
regard, though the State Government and the GOV~

" ernment of India had responded positively to the

NDFB's overture, the NDFB leadership has not yet
come forward for finalizing the framework for the

initiation of talks.

The State Government has been consistently
sincere in seeking a peaceful solution to the ULFA
problem. This has however, not deterred the State
Government from supporting any individual or third

> i
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party effort at bringing the banned outfit to the

‘negotiation table. The State Government fEeaTy

believes that the ULFA problem will be solved only
through negotiation in a peaceful manner. In a word

~ doors are open for negatiations with extremist’gr S

Efforts have been coniinuing for modernization
of Police Force under the modernization of State
Police Force Scheme as well as award from Elev-
enth Finance Commission. Special attentions have
been given for improving all police stations, police
outposts and also police buildings. Procurement of
latest sophisticated ecquipments has strengthened the
Police Communication Network and also Forensic

Science Laboratory.

So far, the Government of India has sanctioned
six India Reserve (IR) Battalions, out of which four
battalions have already been raised. The State Gov-
ernment is in the process of raising the remaining
two (IR) battalions and commandants of both the

battalions have been posted.

Government of India has already sanctioned an
outlay under Five Year Perspective Plan (2002-07)
ernization of prison administration amount-
39.17 crores on 75:25 basis commencing

for mod

ing to Rs.
from 7()02—2003- The scheme is meant for con-

new jails, expansion and renovation of

construction of staff quarters, im.-

struction of
existing jails, o i
provement of sanitation and water supply 11 jails,
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Implementation of the scheme has  already
commenced under the provision of Annual Plan

. outlay. . .

Problem of floods : |

[,

The year 2004 witnessed three waves of floods.
The first wave of flood was caused due to incessant
rain in the catchments of the river Brahmaputra and

.. the, Barak ., during .the, month , of, March-April and
 affected 9 districts of the State. The flood and hail

storms in Cachar district was so devastating and
. unprecedented that it compelled the District Admin-

istration to postpone the,sc;heduled Parliamentary
Elections from the month of April to the month of
May. The eitire Barak Valley region was cut off

from the other parts of the State due to over flood-
ing of the major rivers and its tributaries.

The second wave of flood started in the late
June and early part of July due to heavy rains in the

upper cathments of river Brahmaputra and also in

the Bhutan territory and affected all the twenty

seven districts. The devastation of the second wave

of flood was so enormous that as many as 1,34,93,392
population of 12,293 villages were affected, besides
loss of 497 numbers of human lives. 6,45,819 houses
were damaged fully or partially in the flood and
65,967 cattle heads were lost.

The third wave of flood occurred in the month
of October, 2004 heavily affected the district of

vy

&
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Goalpara where. 182 persons lost their lives as a
result of sudden flash flood rushing from Meghalaya.

. The part of the City of Guwahati also got submerged

®e

~ due to very heavy rainfall and a number of people

dled in landslides.

Corpus of Calamity Relief Fund for the year -

' 2004-05 in Rs. 123.36 crore. Of which Central share
. is Rs. 92.52 crore. The entire amount of the corpus

including the State share -was ‘'spent for providing
relief to the flood affected districts. The Govern-

"ment of India on recommendation of the Inter

Ministrial Central Team extended Central assistance
of Rs. 171.87 crore and Rs. 39.68 crore to the State
Government from National Calamity Contingency
Fund (NCCF) besides recommendation for sanction
of Rs. 127.00 crore for taking up damaged flood
control structures. The amount is yet to be received
by the State Government. The Government of India
has also constituted a Task Force to examine the
problem of floods in the States and the memberg
have visited the State for detailed examination of

the problem.

Implementation of Assam Accord :

My Government is committed to implemen-
tation of various claused of Assam Accord. While
some of the projects have already been imple.
mented, construction of International Conventiop
Centre in the Shrimanta Shankardeva Kalakhetrs j.
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- in progress. Proposals for phase-II1 of the modernij-

' . safion of Jyoti Chitravan Film Studio have already
/- been ‘submittéd to the Central Governmert and are
- awaiting release of fund. 30- Historical monuments/
sites have been selected for'preservation/ restoration
.and the list is being submitted to the Government of

Indla for, further necessary -action.

, Measures continue to bé taken to check illegal
-infiltration. The first phase of Border Roads Schemes

MR PR

~ +has been completed-and Rs: 27.61 crores for the

‘sécond phase-has been sanctiened. The target date -

- for éompletion of the Border Roads is March, 2006.
Construction of IBB fence is also in progress. The
.Ministry of Home Affairs have released an amount
of Rs. 15 crores:during 2003-2004 for the aforesaid
two projects. My government has moved the Gov-

_ernment of India for Pun_]ab type border fencing in

‘ Assam as well..

, AS regards detection and deportation of for-
elgners : as on Nov." 04, 29238 persons of the 1966-
71 stream have been declared as foreigners under
the Foreiner's Act, 1946. 12411 persons have been
declared as illigal migrants under the I.M.(D)T. Act,
1983 and 1549 persons have been expelled. Meas-
ures are also being taken to expedite the process of
detection and deportation.

Revival of Ashok Paper Mill is in progress.

other project namely construction of Rail-cum-

AD e at Bogibeel, is in progress.

Road Bridg

\
. — —— \h—

- LY
TN A ———— 2a. = . i .
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It would be our sincere endevour to facilitate
completion of all the projects/ schemes under the
Accord as expeditiously as possible.

Welfare of SC, ST & Backward Classes :

My Government have been paying special at-
tention to the“Socio-economic uplifement of the
people belonging to SC/ST/OBC including Tea &
EX-Tea Garden Tribes in the State of Assam. For the
speedy development of Tea and Ex-Tea Garden
Tribes in the state the government has created a new
administrative department namely Tea Tribes We]-
fare Department to take specific measures for the
development of Tea Tribes of Assam.

Aﬁer creation of Bodoland Teritorial Area Dis-
trict (BTAD) with three newly created districts -
Udalguri, Baska and Chirang. State Government
entrusted and delegated 39 Departments to BTAD by

- providing of  Rs. 54.65 crores during 2004-2005_

. . » . ‘l . AJ ‘-" - L . . . )
State Government has framed rules for holding
election to General Council and the process jg going

. on to hold the election within May, 2005,

To make the Autonomous Councils more effe.
tive, Govt. decided to divide the villages under the
perview of Mising Autonomous Counci‘l,. Tiwa Ay
tonomous Council and Rabha Hasang Autonomgyg
Council into two areas viz (i) Cote Area ang Gi)
Satellite Area. :
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SR Govemment is considering a proposal to grant

" Flifonomy to Deori’ and’ ‘Sonowal Kachari of the

State like “Mising, Tiwd ‘and Rabha Autonomous

Council. e s

IR LS reL oy

-

To solve the unemployment problem Govern-

"““ment dec1ded 16 fill up 10% ST(P), 'SC and ST(H)

ST
. munlty of the. state for_ 1ncreasmg the reservatlon

backlog post through Spe01al Recruttment drive
durlng 2005 06_ """ © o
Con51der1ng t,he demand of OBC/MOBC com-

-----

.._-;:quota from 15% to 27% eepmg 1n mlnd better

employment fa01l.1t1es of OBC/MOBC cornmunlty
of the state. Besides the Govt. is pursulng vigor-
ously the matter of scheduhng Koch Ranongs]:n, Tai
‘ Ahom Moran, Mattak Chutla Tea Trl'bes with the

i

Govemment of Indla.

| Po_\yer (Electricity)

‘Reform in the Power Sector : The Government
of Assam hds launiched a cornprehensive programme

_ for a major reform of the Power Sector in the state

. for efficient delivery of quality services to electric-
ity consummers and at the same. time to make the
sector a. viable .industry 1n itself. For this purpose,

.. ,actions have ‘been initiated _for, restructurmg the

Assam State Electricity Board effectmg funct10nw1se

QL,__.

'

£a%

;-
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..divisions. Functional unbunding of ASEB, has now
» been;taken up by formation of five new companies
under the Companies Act, 1956 as. follows ;

1.

ot

: ©ae

'f.z.

i

t

" Assami Power Generatlon Corporatlon Ltd. for
!genera‘tlon of e‘lecmmty v e

[

Assam Electr1c1ty Grid Corporatlon I.td for
bulk transmlsswn ‘of electr1c1ty

Upper Assam -Electricity Distribution Com-
pany Ltd. for distribution of electnclty to

' i
comsumers ifi the Upper Assam axea

.Central Assam Electncrty Dlstnbutlon Com-

pany Ltd for drstcnbunon of electrlclty to

consumers in the Central Assam area

‘,Lower Assam Electrchty Dlsm”butmn Com-
.. pamy Ltd, for. distribution of electricity to
... consumers in the Lower Assam area. .

. “The Government of Assam has notified the

©'.: First Transfer Scheme on the 10th’ of‘December,
~2004. In the process, it is ensured that there will be
o retrenchment of ‘asy of the employees of the

. ‘ASEB and the facilities to be enjoyed by them in the
.new: corporate entities will not be less favourable
than the: present conditions. With the functlonal
unbunding, each of the new entities will have its
own responsibility and accountability for its viabil-

ity and this is expected to ensure quality and effi-
cient i)ower supply to the consumers. Besides steps
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" have been taken to improve the functioning of each
-of the companies. In line with national policy Gov-

ernment of Assam has targeted 100% rural electri-

" fication. by 2007. Measures have been taken to

complete Karbi Longpi hydel Project (KLHP) and to

‘revive B_ongalgaon Thermal Power Station (BTPS)

to augment power supply.

Transport : .

- The Transport Department aft‘er'revival of As-
sam State Transport Corporation has also taken
several measures to increase the revenue of Assam
State Transport Cdrporation. A.S.T.C. has been al-
lowed to undertake ‘the’ business of sale of petrol/
diesel by setting up retailoutlets in collaboration
with 1.O.C. Two Inter-State Bus terminus at Guwahati
and Silchar are ready for operation through which
A.S.T.C. will earn additional revenue. Volvo buses
manufactured in Sweden are also running under
Assam State Transport Corporation providing cozy
and comfortable drives to the passengers. This is the
first of its kind in the whole of Eastern Region.

In The Transport Department several new
schemes for employment generation have been started

in the name of Rural Cab-2004 and Tourist Cab-

2005. Under the Tourist Cab-2005 scheme, the Gov-
ernment has proposed to provide assistance of Rs.
25000/~ for each of the unemployed Youths in fa-

%

» -
T

52
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" voui of contribution towards margin’ ‘money. This
‘YVear 'it’is' proposed to Pprovide assistannce to 200

youths under t};e scheme. = 1 - -
"In the Inland Water Transport Sectot, several

‘measures ‘have been taken up for attracting foreign

~ “'tourists/local "tourist by introducing 26 -floating

restaurents and’ cruise- vesséls® including ‘one long

.distance river cruise "M.V. Charaidew'’ in between

- Dhubri and Dibrugarh in;collaberation with Assam

Bengal Navigation. Company. - The, river, front of
Brahmaputra in Guwahati has been beautified. Three

River terminus to handle ~cargo service are under

constructlon at Badarpur and at south and North

» bank of I'IVCI' Brah:naputra at Guwahat1

i
6

Health and Famlly Welfare :

Improvement of healthcare fac111t1es in the

_ Sta_te has been a priority of the State_ Government.

. To meet up the shortage of Doctors in Rural
areas 35 POStS of Medlcal ‘and Health Officers
(Ayur) have been created by way of conversion. A
proposal is under consideration to add further 50
posts in the cadre of Medical and Health officer

" (Ayur) with a view to make available health care
- facilities in the inaccessible areas on contractual

basis.

The Emergency and Traudina Care Centre with
Rs. 150.00 lakhs is in progress at Nalbari and it is
proposed to have six such centres in the State.



GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 1st March

20 community ‘Health Centres have been up-

. graded to First Referral Units (F.R.U.) to provide

services of institutional dehverxes including
.caesarean section ‘and other surglcal operations at
uch units other than district and sub- d1v1sxona1

iheadquarters Another 30 C. H., Cs are proposed to be

converted to F.R.U. within this year.

' Immunization coverage of the State has in-
creased from 17% (1999) to 54% (2004). The cov-
srage of last Pulse Polio immunization programme
was 94%

Health Estabhshment Act has been amended
for streamlmmg the Nursing Homes of the State
u:ndel' pnvate sector to ensure quality health care
gervices. The State Government has taken initiative
to encourage private partlclpatlon in estabhshment
_of Medical Colleges in the State. All total there are

503 Registrared Nursing Homes in the State.

Infant Mortality rate (IMR) has reduced to 70/

1000 live, birth and Maternal Mortality Rate from®

507/, 00,000 (2002) live birth.

For academic development forty three number

of posts of teaching staff have already been created
respect of Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh by
w’a}’ of fresh creation and up-gradation similarly
cleven posts have been created in respect of Re-
jonal Dental College. Besides, proposals have
peen processed for creation of posts to meet the
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academic requirement in respect of Guwahati and
Silchar Medical College/Government Ayurvedic

College, Homoeopathlc Medlcal Colleges of the
State.

The State Government notified the constitu-
tion of Assam Rural Health Regulatory Authority
with a view to establishing an Institute at Jorhat for
imparting course of Diploma in Medicine in Rural
Health. A fund of Rs.100 é,‘i‘ore:has been provided in

_ the State Plan which is beiflg released to the Regu-
latory Authority. The course formulated for educa-

tion and training will help us to produce a set of
professionals to take care -of the basic requirement
of health care facilities in rural areas.

A fund of 1.00 crore has already been prov1ded
for development of Mohendra Mohan Choudhury
Hospital, Guwahati. The State Government has al-
ready taken the initiative to develop BBCI as one of
the premier Institutions in the Country for treatment
of cancer. The State Government has already signed
three tripartite agreements with the funding agen-
cies. ' )

. A fund of Rs. 1.00 crore each has been released
to the three Medical Colleges for infrastructural
development. : |

For expansion of Medical Education, the State

Government is going ahead will its plan to establish
three medical colleges in the state. A provision of
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fund of Rs lO 50 lakhs has been made for collectlon/

‘ subrmssmn of apphcatxon forms to Medlcal Councﬂ
of India (MCI)

R

Panchayat and Rural Development :

.a..

e My Govemment has been able to get Rs. 582.61
~_Crores during this financial year from GOI as the

.41 -centrali share under different Rural D,éYQIOpment

. Programimes by .timely releasing the state matching
e Share.,jc,o,,t,he tune of Rs: 158.45 Crores. till date.
, ; b, Another huge bundle of fund is e)gp:e.cted‘ as the 2nd
Ai,ns_,talment within this march.

- Till" date my 'Government has’ been able to
jmprove the rural infrastructure by completing 52368
schemes: of works.under SGRY and hence by creat-
ing wage employment to the. rural poor generating
452.2 lakh mandays in this financial year. Simulta-

.. neously a total of. , .
03 Kxn
9,8 rural link road has been constructed.
| 1290 Brldges and culverts are constructed-
| 879 NOS of s¢hool bulldlng/addltlonal class
roOmS are constructed
159 Hectares of afforestatlon ‘work has been
-, done . )
For the rural roofless poor my Government
has prowded newly constructed houses to 53273
ta milies till date with a target of 95299 houses
within the financial year. Similarly, 27794 houses




<

¥

2005

GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 17

of BPL families have been upgraded to permanent
houses till date. o A

For repairing of damages of last flood and
taking up flood mitigation measures as well as to
provide meamngful ernployrnent to the flood af-
fected people of the State my Government has been
successfully cleared 1 .00 La.kh MT of rice under
SGRY special component.

Again for the peol?le whose houses are dam-
aged by the deyastating ﬂooq last year, my govern-
ment has decided to provide two bundles of CGI
sheet alongwith Rs. 1500.00 in cash to each of
54.129 families, under PMGY. In addition 10.000
families whose houses were fully damaged will be

proVIded with mew houses.

Apart from releaslng the pension amount to
the 299000 Nos. of beneficiaries under National
oOld ag€ Pension Scheme, my Government has been

able tO. impress upon’ the UPS Government to
crease the target under NOAPS from 29900@,{9
in 2013 a5 such to cover 299013 fresh beneficiaries
59d Jccording the fund has been received. The
eSS O f disbursing the same has started.

pr The most significant progress of P & RD

of my Government is to provide self
Dep;t ent 10 the rural youth by forming more
::naz gz 000 SHGs under SGSY Programme out of

which-

-~
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-~ .NMore ‘than 45,000 groups'are provided with

revolving fund.

More" than 11, 000 groups are prov1ded with

>

term loans

Syt

.' ‘..l it

All the SHGS are 1nvolved 1n 1ncome generat—

1ng activities in dlfferent sectors

Very.recently, a new, scheme Jlban Jyoti" has

. been, launched to prowde term loan to more than
. -.20,000 SHGs con31st1ng of unemployed educated
- ﬂyouths of both rural and urban areas to the tune of

,'Rs 100 00 Crores W1th1n this year

R Under Annapurna the State Government have
recelved Rs. 253.36 Lakhs agalnst a target of 26640.

' The dlstnbutlon is under process

A,Thesem,r‘neasures it is expected will go a

- longway towards the uplift of rural poorest of the
~poor. |

Educatlon :

In hlgher educatlon government has la1d em-
phas1s on development of profesmonal and voca-

‘tlonal educat1on as well as’ employment oriented
courses. '

Under the State Prlorlty Schemes both the
Umver51t1es of Guwahan & lerugarh has been
given 150 lakhs each during 2004-05 under Plan in
addition to normal grant.

\’\

-
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..,The department . has, maintained its develop-
ment activities in the field of technical education in
the State. The followmg achnevements were made

| durmg 2004 05

1. An amount of Rs 100 lakh has been glven to
Assam Engmeermg College Guwaha’u for improve-
ment of hostel I

2. An amount of Rs 100 lakh has been ngen to

: Jorhat Engmeenng College for 1mprovement of

hostel

3. Rs. 2.02 lakh has been to DTE for installa-
tion of EPABX system | '

4. Rs. 15.26 lakh has been given for improve-

’ ‘ment of Girls Polytechmc Guwahatl

5. TWO new Dlploma course in Fashlon Tech-
no]ogy & Garment Technology have started at As-

. sam ‘Textile Institute.

6. At Girls Polytechnic three year Diploma

- Course have started in Civil Engineering and Plan-

ning.

The' Govemment of Assam has reaffirmed its
commitment in "EDUCATION VISION 2025" docu-
ments for UEE through the scheme of national

educational scheme of SEA with the followmg ob-
| jective as a part of peoples movement for EFA,

which will provide useful and relevant elementary
education of satisfactory quality bridging all social
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and gender gaps with the active partlmpatlon of the

' commumty in the affairs of the school.

All chlldren of 6 14 years complete 5 years of
schoohng by 2007, all chlldren of 6-12 years com-

' plete 8 years of schoollng by 2010

Focus on elementary educatlon of satlsfactory

| quahty with emphasis on education for life.

~ Bridge all gender and somal category gap at

- primary stage by 2007 and at elementary level by
2010. ' ‘

Zero dropouts by 2010.

It may be mentioned that the Department has
taken up the matter of reguilarisation of the services
of the teachers who are under perview of Monoharan
Committee and the same is under process.

The Blind High School, Guwabhati is under
process of being provincialised.

My Government has decided to provide finan-
cial assistance to 3, 963 Nos. of venture educational
institutions like LP, ME, MV, High and Higher
Secondary School, Junior Colleges, Madrassa, Sr.
Madrassa etc. for providing honorarium to teachers
and employees at fixing rate by which nearly
18,000 employees will be benefited. For implemen-
tation of the same the process has already been
started.
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My Government has already started the. Cooked
Mid-Déy Meal Programme for aboyt 47,00000 pu-
pils of more than 37,000 schools. It is a very bold
decision of my Government in the field of primary
education and also in, the ‘matter of nutntlonal
support to our future generatlon

‘Another noteworthy progress achleved by my

‘“Governiment ‘is to construct: pucca building: to all

provincialized LP and-ME schools - with drinking
water and toilet facilities.” Target has been.set to
complete construction of permanent building to, afl

.schools of the state by 31st Mam‘ch 12006..
Hill Areas - ' o, R

My Gove’rmnent is'’committed to the develop-

” ment of fhe Hin Areas Fo e:nsure that availability of

ﬁmds do not ‘becomie’a’ donstraint thére is a system
. of hatf year ly releasse of funds'for' séheines! relating

to the transferred Departmenfts- SRR I

¥ .

Shrt Dharamsmg 'I‘eron , er, 1 oppose the state-

- ment that funds has been released half yearly for the
. transferred departments. The mformatlon submltted

by the Govt. is not correct. Sir, two bIocks of Karbi
Anglong are mcfuded in the Ofﬁcnal map of
Meghalaya Govt. This is the map.

Honble Governor: Your peint is noted, you can

- submiit the Map..

. (After submiitting the Map the Homble Mem-
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bers, Shri- Dharamsing Teron and Shri Jagat Sing
Engti staged walk out: from the House.) -

. Emphas1s ‘has been given development of social v
serv1ces diversification of agriculture, forest con-
servation and infrastructure development in the

areas of roads, transport and tourism.- Schemes have
_also been taken up ‘under the Pradhan Mantri
Gramodaya. Yojana, Intregrated Jhumia Develop-
ment Programme and from funds under the Non- <&
-, Lapsable Central Pool of Resources. '

Industrles :“ o

| My Government recogmses the 1mportance of

the industrial sector in the overall economic growth

~ of the state. It has announced an industrial policy,

. -which has come into effect from the lst October

2003. This pohcy provides for smgle wmdow clear-

- ance for encouraging large industrial umts to be set

up in the state. A number of Central Sector Schemes
for promotlon of industrial development in the state

‘ ware under 1mplementatnon. These include three In-

| ‘dustrial Growth Centres at ‘Matia, Chariduar and |

_ Chaygaon—Patgaon the six Integrated infrastructure *

Development Pro_]ects at Dalgaon, Bhomaraguri,

- Malinibeel, Demow, Titabor and Rangia and the
Food Processing Industrial Park.at Chaygaon.

2

The Chief Minister's Swa-Niyocjan Yojana for
apprenticeship training outside the state continues ‘
. to. get very good response. from the people. So far %
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903 youths have completéd their training outside
Assam and presently 150 youths are undérgoing
training in different advanced States of the Country.
My Government is also conducting other Entrepre-
neurial Programmes within the State. Training is
also, being imparted in the Central Institute for
Plastic Engineering and Technology at Changsari
and in the Tool-cum- Training Centre at Amingaon.

Pre-PIB approval has been accorded for setting

up of the Gas Craker Project under Assam Accord in

a me‘etlng held on 27-1-05. Government of Assam

" has decided to grant Sales Tax exemption for 15

years. Similarly expenditure on Entry Tax on plants
and machineries etc. has been agreed to Government
of Assam w1ll offer 10% equity participation in the
prOJect 1o be set up _]omtly by GAIL with AIDC. It

is likely to have an investment of Rs. 5139.00
crores. . e

For faciliating trade with Bangladesh two Bor-
der Trade Centres have been identified at Sutarkandi
and Mankachar and preliminary works commenced.
For facibating border trade with Bhutan another
Centre has been proposed at Darranga in Nalbari
district. »

Construction of a permanent exhibition ground
with total project cost 6f Rs. 19.25 crores in the line
of Pragati Maidan, New Delhi is- being -started at
Guwahati with the ‘assistance of Governmrent of
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Indla and 1t is expected to be completed in the
'_ current year

Food and Civil Supphes :

‘My Government is implementing the Antodays
‘Anna Yojana. This Yojana has been expanded to
‘cover an additional -1,40,800 families and -another

11,35, 200 beneficiaries are being identified for cov-
. .. erage during coming ﬁnanc1a1 year.. The RandhanJyotl
. Scheme is also under 1mp1ementat10n 1n the State to

provide LPG connections to one lakh woman from
these BPL fam111es An amount of Rs 5. 5 crores has

. been.: released for thls _purpose to the dlstnct authori-
., ties and from the year 2005- -06, the scheme 1s being
. revarnped to prov1de free burner etc also to the
. beneficiaries, for whlch an add:tlonal prov1sxon of

8. O crores has been made ,

AGRICULTURE :

- The department has taken: .up di\%ersiﬁcation

programnme’ from paddy to other high ,value crops

like wheat, pulses and oilseeds during;Rabi. season
-and horticultural crops as a strategy due to creation
~of irrigation potential.., ... , .. ‘

The flood of 2004-05 has affected 11 lakh hac.
of Kharif crop area covering all the districts of the
State. This has resulted in the loss foodgrain pro-
duction. In view.of that the ,de.parfment, has'under-
taken major Rabi crop production under Calamity

3
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Relief Fund. An additional ‘area of 90,000 hac.

- under wheat, pulses and oilseeds have been brought

under cultivation. In addition to the above assistance
to the flood affected farmers under CRF, the De-
partment has arranged to undertake free tractorisation
in one bigha of land of each of 5,25,300 small and
fnarginal farmers of affected districts.

- In the pursuit of diversification of crops, the
department: has put the horticulture sector is the
priority area. Under the aegls of Technology Mis-
sion for Homculture the department has taken up
area expansion programme under fruit, spices and
flowers. The use of power tiller and tractors by the
farmers are gaining populanty m recent years.

Kishan Credit Cards - Since 2001-02 the use of
KCC in the state has gained populanty among the
farmers. At present 1.49 Jakh KCC have been issied
worth of Rs. 146.55 ciores. In order to popularize

‘the KCC more, the department has undertaken spe-

cial publicity drive - ‘through mass media and other
means of pubhc:ty : ‘

World Bank assisted Programme - With the

. successful completion of ARIASP, the Government

¥
3.
|
N
'8
7

has taken up new World Bank programme called

Assam Agricultural Competitiveness Project (AACP)
from 2004-05 for a period of 5 years. Allocation
under Agrlcul’mre Sector is fixed at Rs. 362 crores.

In the just concluded ARIASP the Depart—
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ment has installed 70,000 STWs which has created

""1,40;00 hac. of assured irrigation area. Distribution

R
RV B I

Ti A
. .

Lo f 854 tractors and 1500 Power Tillers. and 300

“Power Threshers have helped to: develop agrlcultural

~"I'I'lCChaana'thI’l 11’1 the state

In the new AACP programme prlorlty has been

glven to develop minor 1rr1gat10n, agncultural mecha-

mzatlon reéform -in agricultural ‘extenstion and de-
' velopment Jof agrlcultural marketlng in the State.

- In order to develop mmor n'rlgatlon 60,000

iy opscint & : idl

it w

.
TS

STWs 20 000 Low Llﬂ Pumps and 200 Sprinkler

»..'

}‘Irrlgatlon Sets ' ave been proposed for 1nstallat10n

Jln the State' Slmllarly ln the mechamzatlon pro-
gramme under AACP 750 tractors 1500 Power

ciod iarp

Qooperatron -

RN
L e

Tﬂlers w1ll be dlstnbﬁted T A A R

o A P IO g et

o

[FE SRR I S I il
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.- The: Govemment has also mltrated a numbel' of

T -_;steps.for: reviving the sick cpoperatlye_-,undertaklngS,
. viz- Nagaon - -Coop.:Sugar, Mill. ' West. Assam Milk

Producers' Coop. Union, Assam Polyester.. COOp-

;Society Ltd., Statfed etc. by liquidating llab1ht1es of

AN

......

. the, soc1et1es under onetlme settlement schemeS
. Voluntary Ret1rement Schemes and other rev1tahsa-
- tion schemes. Durmg the ﬁnan01a1 year 2004 05 a

total sum, of 1824 OO lakha Was allocated in the

Budget of the Cooperatlon Department out of which

a total sum of Rs 1314 15 lakhs has alraedy been

sanctloned
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Steps have 'also taken for strengthening the
Coop. at the grass-root level for which an amount of

vRs 150.92 Iakhs have been earmarked 1n the budget

) for prov1d1ng financial "assistance to the primary
| level Coop. under decentralised plan. The Govern-

ment has also taken steps to rev1tahse 2486 of

- Women Coop in phased manner in the State. For the

F 1shermen of the state, an insurance scheme at free
of cost has been sought to be 1mplemented throuhg

Flshfed

NI TR

Env1ronment and Forest ¢+

‘ The act1v1t1es of the Forest Department have
been geared towards strlklng a balance between
conservation of the rich b10-d1vers1ty of the State

- and capacity bulldmg for meetmg the livelihood of

cvu i forests. . S R R S ST P oA

the PeOple living in and around’ thé fringes of the

Government of A Ssdnt has aaopted a-‘Forest

o PO]ICY Of Assam 2004 thh thls new Forests ‘Policy

- sources has been redically shifted. The basic thrust
-+ areas of the new Forest Pohcy are : .

I Facxhtatxon for mcome and employment

s

'served Forests by throwing open selective degraded

areas’ for' economic adtivities ihvolving them as
Stake hOlderS Corie ' ! : ' M?"'/! coluT L N
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' 2 Promotlon of eco-tourlsm

3 After necessary base line surveys the entire
.b1o—;.d1verS1ty spectrum would be protecte'd and
. conserved. Under Joint Forest Management initia-

. tive of the Forest Department 28 Forest Develop-
. ment Agen01es and nearly 600 Joint Forest Manage-

ment Commlttees covering each of the Reserved
Forests were constltuted and 1nd1v1dua1 micro plans
prepared and submitted to the Government of India.

The Government of Assam has revised payment

- of ex-gratia in the cases of loss of life by elephant
. to Rs. 50,000. In addition prov151on has also been
‘_A.made for darnage to llvestock agncultural crops
) and dwelhng houses

The Forestry sector has also taken up a pilot
project "NARMIL"

3

(Natural Resource Managernent & Integrated L1ve11h00d)

“;under Assam Agriculture Competitiveness Project
- from. 2004-05 funded by World Bank. This. is ex-

pected to usher in a new era in F orest Management.

.During the  current: . year three new wildlife
sanctuaries have been decleared viz. Amchang Wild-

~ life Sanctuary, Dihing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary and

Borail Wildlife Sanctuary

During the current year, about 15.02 sq. km of
land was brought under the forest cover through
different plantation programmes. Preparatory works

3

i s
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+ are- undergoing‘to cover about 30.07 sq. km. of

additional area during the coming year. About 50

" lakhs seedlings were distributed to.the people this

- year.

The Ka21ranga Centenary was celebrated in a
blg way from ' Tlth 'to 17 th- February this year
highlighting it ‘as the" Century's greatest success
story and showcasing not only its mega-biodiversity
but also the rich social and:cultural heritage of the
-region. A few heads of Rhino presumed to have been

. existing in the first decade. of the last century is

estimated to have now enlarged upto about 1700. A
forum in the name of "Friends of Kaziranga" was
also lounched to garmer support from the world
community for its protection and conservation. On
the concluding day a Kazirangé Chartér was pub-
lished by the "Friends of Kaziranga" specifying
their intention and support for the cause of the

biodiversity - conservation of the . ‘Kaziranga land-
scape. S

Revenue :

My Government has taken actlon for the reas-
sessment of land revenue in the major towns of
Assam. It is also proposed to rationalise other
sources of revenue like, Stamp Duty, Court fee etc.
As a s1gmﬁcant step towards land reforms, the
Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulation) Act 1976 was
repealed during the year. '
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- The Government has spent Rs. 330.27 crores

" ‘during the- year  for providing relief to the flood

affected people and for taking up repairs of critical
infrastructure. It has taken a decision to complete
the survey and settlement in the permanent char
areas of Assam and in the tnbal areas of Dhemaji
dlStI‘lCt It has also taken a decision for settlement

.- of land to the eligible persons in such char and tribal
. .areas-and such -distribution has started.-..

One notable decision of the Government is to

"'nake arrangement for preservation of environment

from degradation. With a view to implement this
decision the Government have taken steps to pre-

serve all the wet lands of the State and thereby to -

conserve the environment and reduce the chances of
ater logglng in different areas.

J ud1c1al :

State Government has established twenty Fast
Track Courts under the award of the 11th.Finance
Commission in order to ensure quick disposal of

long pending cases. Meanwhile, the Fast Track Courts -

have dlsposed of qulte a good number of cases as
reported by the Guwahati High Court.

. The ,StatevGoverrnment has also established a
special court for trying anti corruption cases inves-
tigated by the C.B.IL at Guwahati. The court is
functioning. |
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Relief and Rehabilitation : |

The activities of Rehef and Rehablhtatlon De—

. partnlent during 2004-2005 ‘are mamly related to
_ relief measures extended to the v1ct1ms of ethnic
, o v101ence between Bodo Adlva51 in Kokrajhar

- Bongaigaon and Dhubn D1stncts ethmc violence
between Hmar-Dlrnasa in Cachar and N.C. Hills
District, ethnic violence between Assamese— Bihari
| in several parts of the state which occwrred in

- November, 2004. In addition to this, the department.
extende'd'ex—gratia grants, financial assistance, Re-
habilitation Grants to the victims of extremist vio-
lence/group clashes etc. Apart from this, the depart-
ment has contributed to the Prime Minister's Na-

" tional Relief Fund for the victims of Tsunami in
December, 2004.

_ The relief and Rehabilitation Department has
enhanced the quantum of” ex—gratla grant from the
present rate of Rs. 1,00 ,000/- (Rupees one lakh) to
Rs. 3,00,000/- (Rupees three lakhs) each to the next
of kin of persons killed in extrefnist/Terrori_st vio-
lence in the state with effect from 22-06-2004.

. The Government is contemplating to rehabili-
: tate 19,505 families during 2005-2006 who were
affected in the ethnic violence between Bodo and
Adivasi in the district of Kokrajhar provided fund is
released in advance by the Government of India.
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Labour and Employment :

Cons1der1ng the grav1ty of unemployment

problem the State Govermnent have constituted a
Commlttee to draft an employment pol1cy ‘of the

"t

i state backed by scheduled employment generatlon

N act1v1t1es w1th certain quantlfied target to bé reached ,
) by the end current T enth Five Year Plan.

, Moreover the State Government have consti-
tuted a Standing Cornrmttee on employment genera-
tlon to examme and to suggest measures to creat

~avenues for employment/self employment of the
unemployed youths of the State )

= As per recommendatlon of the Second Com-

- mission of Labour, the State Government have sub-

mitted various proposal to rationalise the Labour
.Laws for the socro— economlc benefits of the work-
ing labourers in orgamsed and unorganised Sectors.

There are 80% of the total work force engaged in

unorganlsed sector. The State Government have al-

' ready drafted a legl.slatlon namely "ASSAM UNOR—
GANISED WORKERS WELFARE BILLL 2004" for

Social Securlty of the unorganlsed workers in the

' State. Moreover, another legislation namely "THE

ASSAM PRIVATE SECURITY GUARD" (regula-
tion of Employment and Condition of Service) Bill
has also been drafted for the welfare of employees

engaged in such employment.

‘1%
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]

Con31der1ng the hlgh cost of hvmg State Gov-

'ernment have proposed to reV1se the ﬂoor level

mmlrnum wage at Rs. 66/— under the prov131on of
Mmlmum Wages Act, 1948 in 34 schedule employ-

ment. In the thrust areas of scheduhng employments
under the provision of M.W. Act. 1948 the State

‘Government have proposed to bring three schedules

of employment i.e. Bought Tea' Leaf Factory,
Panmasala and ‘Gutkha manufacturing and Private
Security Agency Housés for social security and

~ economic protection of the workers.

Public Health Engineering :

The Government 6f ‘Assam has given the high-

est priority for providing safe drinking water to

rural habitations. Upto the year 2003-04, safe drink-

ing water facilities have been provided to 58739
habitations fully and 11625 habitation partially.

During 2004-05, out of balance 305 nos. NC
and 11625 PC habitations, safe drinking water sup-
ply has been provided to 1547 NC and 4283 PC
habitations within remaining period of current fi-
nancial year under different programmes like Accel-

erated Rural Water Supply Programme (ARWSP),

Prime Minister's Gramodaya Yojana (PMGY) and

State Plan.

Besides these, under the Prime Minister's 15th
August Announcement Programme, 7447 spot sources



34

GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 1st March

in water scarce habitations, 2703 spot sources n

primary school have been mstalled and work in

4297 schools is under progress as well as 514

»tradltlonavl sources have been developed having the

Afunding pattern 90 : 10 between Government of

v Indla and beneﬁ01anes

SWAJALDHARA Scheme w1th 10% benefici-
ary's contribution has been launched in the State and

~upto the year 2003-04, 796 spot sources in 13

districts have been installed and 70 nos. of P.W.S.S.
are under exe cution in 11 districts of the state.

Public Enterprise :

There are 48 State Level Public Enterprises

under the administrative contro] of 22 departments.

The Department of Public -Enterprises finalized a
series of recommendations on the State Public Sec-
tor through detailed analysis and deliberations at
different levels. Broadly, the recommendations were
to close and sell 5 u:hviable Enterprises; to divest in
5 Enterprises; to consider the option of me'réer of 3
Enterprises; to revive 24 Enterprises and to improve
further 11 Enterprises. In addition, the Government
revised guidelines on implementation of Voluntary:
Retirement Scheme; constituted an Empowered
Committee to look into the matter of rationalization
of human resource in the State lL.evel Public Enter-
prises; issued guidelines for introduction of the
concept of "Chair Person-cum-Managing Director"

4
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in selected Enterprises through selec’aon process by
the Public Enterprlses Selection Board has taken
steps to introduce concept of "Memorandum of

| Understadmg" between the Public Enterpnse and

the Govemment from 2005-06. The adm1mstrat1ve

~ departments will identify Enterprises for closure/

rev1val/dlsmvestments etc. taking all relevant fac-
tors and recommendatlons into consideration: and
submit enterprise-wise proposals to the develop-
ment of public Enterprises for consideration of the
Public Investment Board and funding under Assam
Goveranance & Public Resource Management Pro-
gramme. In the year 2005 Government will pursue
the reform and restructuring programme to bring it
to a satisfactory level.

Government have further decided to shoulder
the liabilities of the Assam Tea Corporation to the
tune of Rs. 170 crores as a special package for

- revival of this. lmportant Agro-Industry in Assann.

Mmorltles Development .

My Government has taken up a number of
schemes for the socio-economic upliftment of the
pepple residing in the char areas of Assam. Schemes
have also been taken for the welfare of minorities
through the Assam Minorities Development Board
and the Assam Minorities Development and Finance
Corporation. The Assam Minorities Commission
has been set up during 2003. An am_ount of Rs. 1
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_’crore has been proposed for the development of
, rnmorltles durmg 2004 2005 Govemment have
‘de01ded to increase the allocatlon for development

of char areas in the State 'Distribution of patta to
the ehglble char dwellers has always been a pohcy

of the Govermnent My Government has started

dlstrlbutlon of patta to th1s depressed group and the

l'pI'OCCSS IS contlnulng <

Y
“The twelfth Natlonal Children's Science Con-
gress (NCSC) was held sucessfully at Cotton Col-

 ‘lege, Guwahati, on 27th to 31st December, 2004 and

was met with great enthusiasm. Assam is the only

State in the country to host the Congress for a
second time.

The ‘event was of special significance as His
Excellency, the President of India, attended the

- valedictory function and had an interactive session

with the child scientiests. In order to make available
the benefits of the Congress and to give exposure to
our children, about 3700 school children of 10 to 17
years were selected from all the districts including
remote rural areas under the "Gyanjyoti" programme
to attend the Congress.

His Excellency, the President of India, also
visited the new campus of the Institute for Advance
Study in science and Technology and addressed and
interacted with the scientific community.

1
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Sports & Youth Welfare :

- My government: has taken up. a number of
schemes for promoting and encouraging the partici-

- pation of youth in sports and ‘you_th welfare activi-
- ties. It-has sponsored Inter School and Inter District

Tournaments, provided coaching fabilitiesl in differ-
ent sports, encouraged NCC, Scouts and Guides
activities as well as promoted the part1c1pat10n of
the youths from the state in dlfferent youth activi-
ties organised by the Government of India and the
other natlonal bodies. The construction of Rajiv

Gandhi Sports Complex in every Block of the State

is in progress. My Government _has also takgn up the
construction of stadium in some districts and will
take the remammg districts in the next year. My
Government has taken the responsibility for holding

the 33rd National Games in Assam along with the
' ‘Assam Olymplc Association. Necessary actions in
this regard are being' ta.ken in a time bound manner.

Durlng 2004 the Govemment of India had
taken pa:lns to formulate a policy wherein the ASEAN
countries would be able to interact with India through
the North Eastern States. Agamst this background
the Government of Assam took up the responsibility -
of flagging off the first ever Indua—ASEAN Car
Ral]y from Guwahati via Nagaland and Mampur to
Mayanmar Cambodla Laos, Malaysia, Philipines,

~ Singapore, Thailand, Vietham, Indonesia and Brunei
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covering a distance of ‘8000 Km. The exercise
‘involved meticulous planning and was. personally ,
' supervised by the Chief Minister of Assam. :

“ The 22nd of November, 2004 will remain a

" red letter day in the annals of Assam's history when

‘ thé'jHor'l'Bl‘e Prime Minister himself ceremonially
flagged off the Car Rally comprising not less than

60 ~p'ar:t'1<'51'1')'ants from the Nehru Stadium. The gath-

" ering 'also included 11 Ministers from the ASEAN countries =
. :who ‘were given a rousing welcome.. : ' |

_ " The Government of Assam had taken this brave and
splendld opportumty t0 showcase Assam's sincerityin pro-
motmg cultural and econormc lmkages w1th ASEAN coun-
tnes : ‘

Handloom, Textlle and Serlculture : x

Handloom and weaving is one of the glorlous
tradition of Assam and hand weaving is the art of
.love.of the Women'folk of the state. The Handloom
industry is next to agriculture in respect of creation
of self employment opportuhities and has suybstan-
‘tial contrlbutlon towards socio-economic develop- ‘
ment of the State. The State is providing direct and
1nd1rect employment to 23.22 lakhs of people in
handloom weavmg and 1ts allled activities in 13.22 .
akhs of looms '

. 33% of the weavers populatlon is under coop- A
~erative fold and doing commercial act1v1t1es Rest \
67% are under unorganized sector and most of them

A
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are part time weavers generating subsidiary income
for the family. The weavers of unorganized sector
has also been organized by and large through Self

‘Help Group (SHGs), Non-Government Organisa-

tions (NGOs) etc. and talking up production of hand

~woven fabrics on commiercial basis.

Marketlng 1s one of the inost 1mportant link-

ages for allround developrnent of this 'sector to

develop the rnarketlng lnfrastructure Assam Apex
Weavers & Artisans Cooperatlve Federation

; (ARTFED), Assam Goveérnment Marketmg Corpora-

tion Ltd. (AGMC) 23 Nos. of Dlstnct Cooperative
societies & some of the prlmary weaving' coopera-

tive societies are doing tremendous businéss in the
national and international level. h

Assam leads the nation in non-mulberry silks.

: 'The State produces 99% of the nations muga and

63% Of eri silk yarns There bemg a number of
viable economic aCtIVItleS in the silk productlon
chain from plantation to finished product, sericulture

provides tremendous employment opportunities,

especially for women, in both rural and urban areas.
Thrust has therefore been given to organise and
estabhsh a strong and v1brant silk sector in the
State. Already, almost 2 lakhs famﬂles earn liveli-
hoods from silk productlon actlvrues and smgmﬁcant
milestones have been achieved in the silk sector.
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Anlmal Husbandry & Veterinary :

~ The gap between the demand and supply of
milk, meat and egg in Assam is significant. My

CiGovernment has taken a number of schemes to
" increase the milk and meat production, Special

focus has also been given to increase the egg pro-

‘duction in the state An Entrepreneurshlp Develop-
. . ment Progratnme has been taken up to encourage
. J,unemployed youth to take uo animal husbandry

Aact1v1t1es as a full tlme source of 1ncome

- . The Swarnadhenu Scheme under ARIASP is
under implementation and alms to 1ncrease the milk
production through 1mprovement of the local stock
of cattle.

Water Resources :.

During 2004, the State of Assam suffered major
setback so far as development is concerned because
of the unprecedented flood in both the Brahmaputra

and Barak Valley. The loss was colossal. As many
as 336 breaches occurred in the embankrnent system

| of the State. There was also overtoppmg of embank-

ments in many places deluging 1arge areas of agri-
cultural and habitable land. o

The Government has taken steps in its right
earnest to plug the breaches and to repalr damaged
embankment system through Calamity Relief Fund.
Also the Government has taken steps for taking up

.
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critical flood: control measures through the RIDF

- from NABARD.

B

In the aftermath’ of devastatmg ﬂoods of 2004,

‘Government of India constituted a "Task Force" for

looking into the flood and erosion problem of the
State and suggesting. remedial measures thereof
The final report with recommendatlon is awaited.

The alm of Government 1s to ensure that all

- .works are completed before ﬂood season of 200s5.

Irrigation :

During the flood of 2004, altogather 335 Irriga-
tion schemes were damaged and an area of 112,976
hectares were affected. The Bardikarai Irrigation
Scheme (Major) was worst affected. Government
has decided to reconstruct this scheme under one
time Central Assistance at a cost of Rs. 50.31
crores. Accordingly, adequate budget provision has

been made during 2004-2005 as well as in the
budget for 2005-2006.

For reconstruction of the remaining schemes,
provision is made in the budget of 2004-2005 under
CRF. Also under one time Central Assistance of Rs.
41.44 Crores is proposed and works to be taken up
subsequently.

The department has obtained sanction of finan-
cial assistance from NABARD to take-up comple-
tion of 22 Minor Irrigation Schemes for creating
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Implementatlon of Innovatlve Schemes R
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9.96 crores. The works on some of the schemes have

' ‘started recently. Moreover another batch of schemes
" costing ‘Rs. 35’ crores are . being .submitted for

NABARD (RIDF-X) -‘Assistance.

vf.(.' . N . -

My Govemment have launched ﬁve mnovatlve

. schemes v1z Bunlyaad Kalpataru Ra_uv Gandhi
Computer Literacy Programme Dharmajyoti and

Gyanjyoti for all round development of the:State.

Ka]p’étilrh (Employment Generation) Schemes:

“The scheme has been introduced in 2003-2004

-+ with a view to providing direct self-employment to

the youth of the society. Priority has been given to
the' people living below-poverty line both in rural

' and ‘urban areas'.of the state except 6th schedule
© - areas. - Self-employment- will be provided costing

each scheme between Rs. 7000/- to.Rs. 25,000/-
only for which cohtr‘ibuf:ion-of each selected benefi-
ciary has been fixed at 20 per cent of the scheme

‘cost. The main thrust -area has been identified

giving the the welghtage on trad1t1onal activity by
prov1d1ng appropriate technology, skill upgradatlon
and quality inputs etc.

Buniyad Scheme : -

The scheme has been 'introdﬁced in 2003-04 with
a view to providing basic infrastructure "to all

I
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Vg

educational institutions so as to smake. a ngrect

. ‘beneﬁt to the student communlty of the State At
.. the begmmng (2003- 04), an. amount of Rs 2.00

; crore. was released.to the cqncemed Deputy Corn-

: m1ss10ners for 1nfrastructure development of both
. Gauhati University and the Dibrugarh University
(Rs. 1.00 crore each). Moreover;. _out of total 189
" deficit colleges in the State, 101 nos. of colleges
: - were funded Rs. 10.00 Lakh each for development
-~ of infrastructire. IN 2004-05, the balance 88 deficit
‘colleges have been assisted with Rs. 10:00.Lakh

e_aeh_under ‘untied fund. Besides;- 'steps .have also
been taken to Upgrade the infrastructure of both
ngher Secondary and the High Schools of the State

‘and accordlngly, almost all the 547 ngher Sécond-
,ary Schools has been sanctioned @Rs 5.00 Lakh '

each to the concerned Deputy Commissioners for its
execution. In addition, abéut 50 pér ‘cent of-totil

- nos. of High Schools are exi)ected to be funded soon
' @ Rs. 4.00 Lakh each for development of its infra-

structure The scheme is expected to be continued in
the next ﬁnanmal year also ‘ ’

Dharmajyoti scheme :

The scheme has been introduced in current financial
year 2004-05 with a view to encouraging pilgrim-
age by elderly persons to-religious and historical
places both within and outside the State..' |
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Gyanjyotl scheme T T e

Thls scheme ‘would prov:de educational excursion
) and cultural exchange among the ‘school students of |
Class-XII particularly in rural areas of the Districts.’ : 
' Iif 2004505, target has been fixed at 7,500 students. ;
 Amdunt of Rs. 16.00.crore has already been re- |
‘leased. A total of 2,700 students taken from differ-
: ent districts have been facilitated under this scheme.

| Under Rajiv Gandhi Computer Literacy 3
Programme (RGCLP),; 200 selected Higher Sec-
ondary Schools were provided facility for computer
education during the financial year 2003-04. Target

- for the year 2004-05 is 200 Higher Secondary
Schools. 400 Higher Secondary Schools are pro-
posed to be covered under this programme by the

end of this financial year and remaining schools by
2005-06.

Women Empowerment :

The women have been a perpetually depressed group ‘
~of society. In order to give them a share in the
governance through capacity building measures.
Government have decided to adopt a policy to give ®
30% reservation of women in all spheres. 1 believe !
this bold step for women empowerment will usher 2

in a movement for social balance and all round
development of the state.

Mﬁkhya Mantrir Jivanjyoti Bima Achani :

A comprehensive insurance scheme covering health
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. and accident care called Mukhya Mantrir Jibanjyoti

Bima Yojana covering the entire population of As-
sam is being finalised and will be implemented -
shortly ‘ :

Admlmstratlve Reforms & Trammg :

Raising 'the efficiency .of the adminisﬁative

system and improving the ‘delivery of public serv-

" .ices to the citizens are the constant endeavours of

the State Government: which ‘is. reflected in the
Mission' statement of the State Government - CARES,
i.e. proving committed,. accountable, responsible,

" efficient' and ‘service oriented. Government to its

people as a whole. In order to achieve these objec-
tives, the Administrative Reforms and Training
Department had constituted the Assam Administra-
tive Reforrmns Commission in June, 2002 with a set
of expressed terms of reference The Comm:ssmn
has so far submitted four interim reports and a ngh

. Powered Commlttee has been constltuted under the

chairmanship of the Chief Secretary to Su]?'~31'Vlse
implementation of the recommendations of the

- Commission.

In order to promote transpairency and dpenness
in Public Administration, it was felt necessary by
the Government of Assam to enact the Assam Right
to Information Act, 2001 and this Act has come into
force om the Ist December 2004 and the Rules
framed thereunder have come into force from 8th
December, 2004 as notified in the Assam Gazette.
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Wlth a view to mtroduce e- govemance in"the )

State Government have already created Information
Technology Department to spearhead all 1nforma-
tion technology related matters and to gear up e-
governance activities like Land Records Computeri-

.. zation,: Registration, Public Grievances Redressal
-and Interlinking ‘CICs - with Sub-Divisional and dis-

trict headquarter as well as State Capital at Dispur.
In addition to this, the Government has also.consti-

' tutéd an E-Governance Mission for,development of
".-@n’integrated e-governance approach covering all

the State' Government departments under the -Chair-
inanship of the Additional Chief Secretary, IT De-

- partment with defined vision, mission, specific func-
-tion and ecoordination with other agencies/depart-

ments.

" Further for effective and timely redressal of

' pi;bli'e grievances a computerized Public facilita-
‘tion Centre is being established very shortly at the

Ganaseva BhaWan of Assam Sec‘retaria‘t" Complex

Greater attention has been pald on manpower
development To achieve this, the Assam Adminis-
tratlve Staff College under this department being
one of the Regional Training Centre of excellence
imparting on an average 70 training programme
every year has been directed to redesigni its training
modules/currlculum so as to best suit day to day
needs of good governance. In addition, the Secre-
tariat Training School another pioneer training insti-
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tution of the State which is organizing: ‘Group-A’

- and Group-B training courses for UDAs and LDAs

of the Assam Secretariat has been shifted to Assam
‘Administrative Staff College Complex as recoms-
mended by the Assam Administrative Reforms Com-
mission for improving the quality of training.

Excise ¢

[ ~a H . K ty £

My Govemment is actively engaged in the en-

. forcement of the provisions of the ‘State -laws for

prohibition of illicit liquor, ganja, bhang and opium.
It is also enforcing the provisions of the Narcotlc

Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act and the

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Act. District Level
Task Forces have been set up to check the distillation
and sale of illicit hquor The Assam State Anti Drug
and Prohibition Council is also engaged in creating

‘awareness against drug abuse and alcoholism.

Border Areas :

Assam has an extended border with Bangladesh
and Bhutan. The Border Areas Development Pro-
gramme is being implemented to provide. basic
facilities to the people living in the backward border
areas. Such facilities include provision of drinking
water, construction of roads and bridges, installation
of Shallow Tube Wells, construction of school build-
ings, community halls, market sheds etc.



48 GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 1st March

‘Social Welfare : .

My Government has been taking up schemes f

. for the welfare of disabled persons and for the ,
welfare of neg}ected., orphan and destitute children
and.. women. The Integrated Child Development I
scheme is,presently operational in 195 Blocks through '
2,5 302 Anganwadi Centres with supplementary nu-
trition provided under the Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya.
Yojana. Skill based training is being provided to
.create self-employment opportunities for women
i .through the. Vocational Traiging-cum-Reha,bilitation
o -Centres.

st

Tournsm :

The State Government has taken steps to prepare
and introduce a new Tounsm Pohcy of the State and
a. draft has been drawn up. This should be ready in
the next’ few months time.

Also, for the first tlme, steps have been initi- \\51
ated for preparation of a Master Plan and Marketing |
Strategy of Assam Tourism.This important docu-
ment will contain the medium and long term vision
for development of tourism infrastructure covering
all the important segments of Assam Tourism and
also strategy for its promotion in the domestic and

" overseas market.

~ A new innovation scheme for involvement of
educated unemployed youths in tourism sector in a
systematic way to bring about qualitative changes is
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also under implementation. The scheme: “will -be

~ 1mplemented in assomatxon with State Bank of

g

| 1nd1a and for thls scheme, a budget pI‘OV]SlOl‘l of Rs.

1 crore in the Courrent s year budget has been made
so as to provide 20% of the project cost as grant/
argm money assistance to the selected Groups for

lmplernentatlon of the pro_;ects

i The tounst ﬂow to Assam has mcreased sub-
N stantlally and 1s expected to reach "’8 Lakhs by the

P‘ensmn‘ & Public ‘Grievances :

end of 315t March 2005

S

The Government have constituted Pehsion Adalat
to look into and take remedial measures on’ the
grievances of pensioners on the spot at the district
'Head Quarters.
~ In the mean time Pension Adalat was held in
the three South Assam Districts and disposed of 194
numbers of long pendlng cases. It is the endeavour
of the Government to dispose of the pension cases
speedily to ensure payment of pension from the
next month of retirement of a Government em-

ployee.

It 1s further proposed to introduce contributory
pension Fund Scheme in line with the Government
of India effective from this year.
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o Go verm‘nent have recently ralsed the retlrement
P SRR S T A S R ER A i .
L 28E of State Govemment employees frorn 58 years

N P i

1 rt?:q 59 years-' VLl b e gl
vt e 1 With,a view, to. g1v1ng a incentive,, to the ACS
Officers, this deparyment:| has amended the Service

Rule of ACS, officers, 1998 Accordlngly for giving
—c g1 Y -t FIE AR EED e
. beﬂer pl;}omfotronal avenues to the ACS Officers
c2¢i 4"" 20800 Yoy tintais

Senior Posts viz. Selectlon Gracie, Ad&l Secretary to

the Government of Assam ancf Ccmm1s51oner and
Secy. to the Government of.Assam has:alse, besn
created 1

TR P R BN O S R U AU TLPE R IPPPEIR JITR
General -Aquustratlon T L, .
. The new Secretariat Building was-inaugurated

by the Hon'ble Prime Minister. of India on 21st of
November, 2004. the new Secretarlat building with
-its 1mposmg structure and better arnenltres has ‘:i

generated a better Work envrronment

‘&
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isheries : : R S DUV .

| The Department of Fishary has been imple-
menting number of schemes in the state with a view
to achieving self sufficiency in fish production and
‘Socio-Economic development of .poer section of

society. S L : N
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Hon'ble Members, I have placed before you the
achievements, policies and programmes of my Gov-
ernment. My Government will take determined steps
to implement these policies and programmes for
bringing all round development to the state. It will
ensure that the climate of peace that is now coming
to Assam improves further and that the fruits of
development are spread to all sections -of the soci-
ety. I hope your deliberations in the House will help
achieve this objective.

Joi Aai Asom

Jai Hind.

(National Anthem was played. After the National
Anthem Hon'ble Governor left the House escorted
by the secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly.)

- Mr. Speaker : Now, under Sub-Rule 2 of Rule 13 of the

Rules of procedure and conduct of Business in
Assam Legislative Aéseml)lly, I hereby report that
theGovernor has been pleased to make a speech. A
copy of the speech has already been laid on the
table and copies of the speech have been distributed
to the Hon'ble Members also.

Tea & Snacks have been arranged in the Cen-
tral Hall of the Assembly Building in Honour of the
Hon'ble Governor.
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1, therefore, request the Hon'ble Chief Minister,
Hon'ble Ministers, Hon'ble Ministers of States,
Hon'ble Members of the House, Chief Secretary,
Commissioners, Secretaries to the Govt. of Assam,
DGP, DIGs and other Senior Police Officers dnd
the Head of the Deptts. present in the Officer's
Gallery, Gentlemen of the Press in the Press Gallery,
including Electronic Media persons, Official
Reporters to join the Hon'ble Governor at a tea
arranged in the Central Hall. |

The House stands adjourned for 40 minutes.

(The House reassembled at 11-15 A.M. after tea

break with Shri Prithibi Majhi, Speaker in the
Chair.)

MOTION OF THANKS ON THE GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS

Mr. Speaker : Now, item no.2. I have received a notice
on the Motion of thanks on the Governor's Address
from Dr. Haren Das. Now, I request Dr. Haren Das
to move the Motion.

Dr. Haren Das : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I beg to move
"That the Members of the Assam Legistative
Assembly assembled in this Session are grateful to
the Governor for the Address he has been pleased
to deliver to the House today, the 1lst of March,
2005.
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Mr. Speaker : Now, I call upon Dr. Idris Ali to move

for seconding the motion of thanks on the
Governor's Address.

Dr. Md. Idris Ali : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I second the
Motion.

Mr. Speaker : The Motion has now been moved. De-

bate on the Governor's Address has been allotted on

% 2nd, 3rd and 4th March, 2005. Amendments to the
Motion of thanks will be received by the Assembly

Secretariat upto 3.00 p.m. today, the 1st March,

2005. Hon'ble Members may submit the notice of
amendments on the Motion of Thanks on the

Governor's Address on the time and date fixed

above to the Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly
or in the notice office if they so desire.

g REPORT OF THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Mr. Spéaker : Now. Item No.3. There is an announce-
ment on the Report of the Business Advisory

Committe settling the Business for the Budget
N gession of the Assembly,2005.
Announcement is that " under Rule 230 of the
Rules of procedure and conduct of Business in
Assam Legislative Assembly. I called a meeting of
-

the Business Advisory Committee at 11-30 A.M. on
22nd February, 2005 in the conference Room of
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‘my office Chamber at Dispur to finalize the calender
for the Budget Session of the Assembly commencing
from today, the 1st March, 2005.

The Committee after a threadbare discussion
decided that the current session of the Assembly
should continue till 8th April, 2005. There would
be 22 working days, 19 days would be devoted for
transaction of Government business and 3 days
would be devoted for transaction of private
Members' Business.

The calendar for the current session has been
circulated amongst all the Hon'ble Members of the
House. |

I hope, this has the approval of the House.

—— e

PANEL OF CHAIRMEN

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No.4. Now there is an

announcement. <

"Under Rule 9(1) of the Rules of procedure and \
conduct of Business in the Assam Legislative t
Assembly I nominate the following Hon'ble Mem-
bers to Constitute the Panel of Chairmen for the :
Budget session of the Assembly, 2005. 5

1) Dr. Idris Ali

2) Sri Pranab Gogoi
3) Sri Hitendra Nath Goswami

4) Sri Bimolangshu Roy.
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Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No.5 Sri Tarun Gogoi, Hon'ble
‘Chief Minister to lay the "The Guwahati Municipal
Corporation (Amendment) ordinate, 2004"

Sri Himanta Biswa Sarma (Minister, P&D) (on behalf of
the Hon'ble Chief Minister) : Hon'ble speaker Sir,
I beg to lay the "Guwahati Municipal Corporation

‘ (Amendment) ordinance 2004".

Mr. Speaker Now Item No.6. Sri Tarun Gog01 Hon'ble
Chlef Minister to lay "The Assam . Contmgency )
Fund (Amendment) ordinance 2005".

Sri Himanta Biswa Sarma (Minister P&D (on behalf of

~ the Hon'ble Chief Minister) : Hon'ble Speaker Sir,

I beg to lay "The Assam Contingencyw Fund
(Amendment) ordinance 2005".

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No.7. Sri Hem Prakash Narayan
Hon'ble Minister, Urban Dev. etc. lay "The Assam

Urban Water Supply and Swerage Board
(Amendment) ordinance 2004".

Sri Hem Prakash Narayan (Minister, Urban Dev): Hon'ble
Speaker Sir, I beg to lay the "Assam Urban Water
Supply and Swerage Board (Amendment) Ordinance
2004." |

- Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 8. Sri Anjan Dutta, Hon'ble

Minister, Transport to lay "The Annual Account and
the Audit Report of Assam State Transport
Corporation for the year 1992.93",
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Sri Anjan Dutta (Minister, Transport) : Hon'ble Speaker
Sir, 1 beg to lay "The Assam Annual Account and the
Audit Report of Assam State Transport Corporation
for the year 1992-93".

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 9. Sri Anjan Dutta,
Hon'ble Minister,. Transport to lay "The Annual
Accounts and the Audit Report of Assam State
Transport Corporation for the yéar 1993-94".

Sri Anjan Dutta (Minister, Transport) : Hon'ble Speaker
Sir, I beg to lay "the Annual Account and the Audit

Report of Assam State Transport Corporation for the
year 1993-94."

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No.10. Sri Anjan Dutta,
Hon'ble Minister Transport to lay "The Annual
Accounts and the Audit Report of Assam State
Transport Corporation for the year 1994-95".

Sri Anjan Dutta (Minister, Transport) : Hon'ble Speaker
Sir, I beg to lay the Annual Accounts and the Audit

Report of Assam State Transport Corporation for the
year 1994-95.

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 1l. Sri Anjan Dutta,
Hon'ble Minister Transport tolay the Annual
Account and the Audit Report of Assam State

Transport Corporation for the year 1995-96.

Sri Anjan Dutta (Minister, Transport) : Hon'ble Spealker
Sir, I beg to lay the Annual Accounts and the Audit
Report of Assam State Transport Corporation for
the 1995-96.
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Mr. ‘Speaker ‘: Now Item No. '12. Sri ‘Anjan Dutta,
Hon'ble Minister Transport to lay ‘"the Annual
Accounts and the Audit Report of Assam State

~ Transport Corporation for the year 1996- 97",

Sri Anjan Dutta (Minister, ‘Transport) : Hon'ble Speaker
Sir, I beg to lay the Annual Accounts and the -Audit
Report of Assam State Transport Corporation for the
year 1996-97.

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 13. Sri Wazed Ali
Chou-dh-ufy, Hon'ble Minister, Agriculture to lay
"The Audit Report of Assam Rural Infrastructure
and Agricultural Services Project Society for the
year 2001-02",

Sri Wazed Ali Choudbury (Minister, Agriculture): Hon'ble
Speaker Sir, I beg to lay the Audit Report of Assam
Rural Infrastructure and Agricultural Services
Project Society for the year 2001-02.

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No 14. Sri Pradyut Bord0101,
Hon'ble Minister, Power to lay "The Assam Gazette
Extra ordinary Notification No. AERC 65/2003/
101 dated 7th May. 2004".

Sri Pradyut Bordoloi (Minister of State (Ind). Power):
Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I beg to lay "The Assam
Gazette Extra ordinary Notification regardmg
Assam Elecmcxty Regulatory Commission".

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 15. Sri Pradyut Bordoloi,
Hon'ble Minister to lay "The Assam Gazette Extra
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, ordination;Notification No. AERC. 69/2003/73
dated 26th July, 2004",

Sri Pradyut Bérdoloi (Minister of State (Ind) Power) :
Hon'ble Speaker Sir, T beg to lay the :Assam Gazette
- Extra. Ordinary . Not1ﬁcat10n regard;ng AERC
Regulatlon for State Adv1sory Comrmttee

Mr. Speaker : Now Itam No. 16. Sri Pradyut Bordoloi,
Hon'ble Minister of State (Ind). Power to lay "The
Assam Gazette Extra ordinary Notlﬁcatlon No.
AERC 2004/12 dated 10th December 2004".

Sri-Pradyut‘Bordoloi t(M-lmstera of State (Ind), Power):
. Hon'ble Speaker-Sir, I beg to lay the Assam Gazette
Extra ordinary Notification of Assam State Electric-

. ity Regulatory Commission regulatlon for distribu-
tion of 11ncenc1ng Date

™Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 17. Sn Pradyut Bordoloi,

Hon'ble Minister of State (Ind) Power to lay the

"Assam Gazette Extra ordlnary Notification No.
AERC 2004/7 dated 4th February, 2005".

Sl"l Pradyut Bordolm (M1n1ster of State (Ind) Power) :
Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I beg to lay the Assam Gazette
Extra ordinary WNotification of Assam Electricity
Regulatory Commission Regulatlon for Metering
Code’for Assam Grid Regulation. -

Mr. Speaker Now Item No. 18. Sri Pradyut Bordoloi,
Hon'ble of State (Ind). Power to lay "The Assam
Gazette Extra Ordinary Notification No. AERC
2004/12 dated 9th February, 2005".
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Sri Pradyut Bordoloi (Minister of State (Ind). Power)
Hon'ble Speaker Sir, 1 beg to late Assam Gazette
‘Extra Ordinary Notification on AERC Regulatlon
for Assam Electr1c1ty Gr1d Code.. .- . ,,

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 19, Sri. Pradyut Bord0101
Hon'ble. Minister of State (Ind), Power to Iay the
"Assam Gazette Extra Ordinary Nonﬁcatxon No.
AERC 2004/10 dtd. 10th February, 2005".

Sri Pradyut Bordoloi (Minister of State (Ind), Power) .:
Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I, beg to lay the Assam Gazette
Notification for AERC Regulation for conduct of
business. »

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 20. Sri Pradyut Bordoloi,

' Hon'ble Minister of State (Ind) Power to lay the
Assam Gazette Extra ordinary Notification No.
AERC 2004/ 24 dated 14th February, 20()5.

Sri Pradyut Bordoloi (Minister of State (Ind), Power):

Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I beg to lay the Assam Ciazette

" Extra Ordinary Notification regarding Distribution
Code Regulation.

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 21. Sri Pradyut Bordoloi,
Hon'ble Minister of State (Ind), Power to lay the
"Assam Gazette Extra Ordinary Notification No.
AERC 2004/8 dated S5th February, 2005".

Sri Pradyut Bordoloi (Minister of State (Ind), Power):
Hen'ble Speaker, Sir, I beg to lay the Assam Gazette
Extra Ordinary regarding Distribution of Metering
Code Regulation.
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Mr. Speaker Now Item No. 22. Sri  Pradyut ‘Bordoloi,
"Hon'ble Minister of State (Ind), Power to lay the
'Assam ‘ Gazette Extra Ordinary Notification Ne.
AERC 2004/9 dated 4th Februaiy, 2005.

Sri Pradyut Bordoloi (Minister of State (Ind), Power):
Hon'ble ‘Speaker Sir, I beg to lay the Assam Gazette
‘Extra Ordinary Notification' on Transmission Li-

cence Date of Performance. o

- Mi. Speaker : Now Item No. 23. Sri-Pradyut-Bordolei,
‘Hon'ble Mijnister of State (Ind), Power to lay "The
Assam Gazette' Extra Ordinary Notification No.
AERC 2004/11 dated 4th February, 2005".

Sri Pradyut Bordoloi (Minister of State (Ind), Power):
Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I beg to lay the Assam Gazette
Notification regarding Distribution of Metering
Code Regulation. | '

OBITUARY REFERENCES -

Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 24. Obituary References.
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The House stands adjourned till 9 A.M. on 2nd
March, 2005.

ADJOURNMENT

The House then stood adjourned at 11-31 A.M. till
9 A.M. on Wednesday, the 2nd March, 2005.

Dispur: B. C. Das

The 1st March, 2005 Secretary,
Assam Legislative

Assembly.
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