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. DEBATES OF. THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Wednesday, the 7th February, 2001

The House met at 4 PM of the Clock in ‘the Assembly Chamber
at Dispur with Shri Ganesh Katum Speaker in the Chalr

‘Mr. Speaker: Hon'ble Members present, Hon'ble Governor is
addressing the House today at 4-10 PM. He is coming by

" the Rhino Gate of the Assembly premises at 4.05 PM. Myself,
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Hon'blé Deputy Speaker and’ Sec-
retary . will be gcing to receive him at the Gate. The
1nstruct10ns as to how the Governor is to be received in

_ the House have been 1a1d on each Memiber's table. As soon

as the Goveriior comes. I think we should comply with these

o mstrucuons In the meanume, the Address wﬂl be distributed
“ to the Members o NPT

Wlth your pemussmn now, I leave the House to recelve
the Governor at the Gate.

(Hon'ble Speaker, Hon'ble Chief Mm1ster and Secretary,
. Assam’ Legislative Assembly left the House to receive the
Hon'ble Governor at the Gate)

(Hon'ble Speaker enters the House with the Hon'ble Governor.

National Anthem was played. Hon'ble Governor took his
seal.) - | '

e

Mr. Speaker : Now I request His Excellency the Hon'ble Governor
“to address the House.
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GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS

Hon'ble Gdyqnior : Mt \Speal_(er and Hon'ble Memibers of the
Legislative Assembly; o

.. Itisa privilege for me to be addressing this august house
on the occasion of the Budget Session of the tenth Assam Legislative
Assembly. I extend my ’greetings and good wishes to all the-
honourable members and hope that through their collective
endeavour we will be able to-scale new heights in every field of
) devélopment in' Assam. - .

. Despi;;c', ;lts rich ;'égoﬁr'cé._ endowments thu D'Oblem of under
- development in ASsgm is\assuming serious proportions. Over the
“years.the per capita income has shown a steady (_jeclins with respect
to that at the national level. While the per capita income for Assam
Was higher at Rs. 1262 in 1954-55 against the national per capita
income of Rs. 1220.50, ’by 1995-96 it was considerably lower at
Rs. 1606 against that for the country at Rs. 2608 120. This is
a matter of great concern for us. It also underlines the importance
of planned devélopment to restore the economy. With the problems
of low agricultural productivity, little prevalence of multiple
cropping ‘and industrial backwardness, the rate of capital formation
is low and consequent increase in unemployment has been catching
the attention of my Government and it has striven to address these
1ssues squarely,

© We are facing serious problems in. our effort at planned
development. The State is facing acute financial constraints for the
past few year. There is a huge outstanding debt to Govt. of India.
and other financial institutions which the state has to service. Its Non-
plan expenditure, which includes expenditure on anti-insurgency
operations, has also grown considerably. This has severely affected
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slan expenditure. “To improve this situation my-Government has been

consistently trving to. increase the revenues of the state. It is in this

context encouraging to note, that the revenue collection encouraging

to note that the revenue collectlon this year till December 2000 has

reached about Rs. 734.10 crores against the correspondmg ﬁgure of
Rs. 592.91 crores during the last year. Despite these problems my
- Government has continues to give a push to the development of Assam
‘within the existing resources.

Shri Silvious Condpan : Sir you our constitional Head. You have
got the right to address the Assembly but by going through
. the papers. We could ‘come to know that you are going  to
make your speech as de fecto to Chief Minister of Assam. So

vou have no right to.address the House: v

| Shrl Bharat Chandra Narah . You have no nght to address the
House.

" {Congress (D) member and ASDC Members went to the well
, of the House bv dlsplaymg placards and shoutmg slogans

- LAW & ORBER SITUATION -

:Hon’ble Governor: : ‘ : | :

,;Law and order situation in the state has improved s1gmﬁcant1y
- over the period since :1996. Relentlessly and without any compromise
we have carried out campaign. against extremism. In the process
near relatives of two of the Mmlsters have been attacked by the
extremlsts attempt on the hfe ‘of three Mmtsters have been made
and an ex-Mlmster PWD, Late Nagen Sarma, Minister lost his
ife in a dastardly attack by the extremlsts Noné of these pressures
have deterred us from carrying out our campaign agamst extremlsm
and today not only weé have ach1eved substantlal success in our
afforts in putting down the extremist activities firmly but the public
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resolve against the cult of violence has also been strengthened.
Our State has been w1tness1ng violence and subversive

actmttes of various rmhtant groups for a considerable time now.
My Government has been consistent in its resolve to put down these

m111tant act1v1t1es with -a firm hand. Concerted and sustained
operatrons launched against the militants under the unified command

Structure mvolvmg Army, State Police ‘and Central para-Military
Forces have resulted in perceptible improvement in the overall law
order situation in-the  State. During 2000, a total of 328 militants
'were ‘killed::and 1535 apprehended -in.. the .counter insurgency
operations. A-large quantity of arms-and ammunition has been
recovered from them. Thése successes have:had a significant impact
on the morale of the militants who now are increasingly realising
the futility of armed struggle against the state. During 2000, 1986
militants have laid down the1r arms and ]omed the mainstream.

- My Government has taken steps for the proper rehabilitation
of the surrendered militants. Stress has been laid on their self-

employment by giving vocational training in the fields of 1ntegrated‘

farming, tea cultivation, pouliry etc. So far 30 cooperatives have
been set up for the surrenderd militants in different parts of the
State. Allotment of 1213 bighas to them is under process. Such

rehablhtatlon programmes will not only make the -surrendered

mlhlaﬂts Self-rehant but' would also enable them to 1ntegrate with
the S°°13ty in a more meanmgful manner.

We have m the recent past seen that the militants have
1ncreasmg1y I;esorted to 1nd1scr1m1nate and mindless killings of
,1nnocent crvﬂrans Such cowardly acts not only reflect on the

fact that there is a sense of 'desperatron in their camps but also
,:show that w1thout any. tang1b1e and acceptable goals before them
-they are losmg the1r sense of dlrecuon They stand exposed before

the common masses. There is a growing sense “of pubhc outrage

e e - s~ e e
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against the mrhtants today, which finds expression from time to
time in drfferent parts “of the state. The fight against the militants
will be carried out by my Government with oreater resolve and
determmauon and with the active support of the common masses.

Whrle efforts w111 be made to consolidate the garns of the
previous years by keepmg pressure on the mrhtants at the same
time the door for dialogue will be kept open to find a lasting
solution to the problem of 1nsurgency My Government desires
peaceful resolution of all issues and would welcome talks and

negotiations for this purpose at any time and any place. "The only
condition for such talks would be that these talks should be within

the framework of the Constitution and that the integrity of our
country is- not negotiable :

A

II\/IPLEMENTATION OF. ASSAM ACCORD

N Srnce it has come to power in 1996 my Government has
: been vxgorously pursuing the 1mplementat10n of Assam Accord. The
;-promotion of cultural herrtage of the indigenous people of Assam
has received priority attentron The first and second phase of the
~ work for modernisation, of the Jyotr Chitrabhan Film Studio has
. already been completed and Government of India moved for taking
-up; works relatmg to the third phase Snmanta Sankaradeva Kalashetra
~has since been opened to the pubhc

Steps have been . taken to. ensure. that all contentious issues
- are resolyed and the ‘Gas. cracker project takes off at an early. date.
A Gas-supply ‘agreerient. between M/S Reliance India Ltd and M/
S Oil India Ltd. has already been signed. The Ashoka paper Mill
is being revived. The: Rail-cum-Road Bridge at Joghighopa along with
the new railway line; which was -opened to goods. traffic earljer is
expected to be opened to passenger traffic shortfy.
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M/S RITES have subrmtted the final report and estimates in

respect. of the Rail- cum-Roaci Brrdge at Bogibeel and clearance of
LCEA 1s awarted ' '

My Government is fullv commltted to check the illegal
1nﬁ1trat10n and to detect and deport 111ega1 immigrants. It is also
commrtted to ensure that in this process no inconvenience is caused
to genume Indla cmzens As$ one’ of the measures to check the

mﬁltratron of forergners the programme of constmctrng border roads
‘and fencmg 1s contrnumg ;

PN P
\ L.

AGRICULTURE

Wrth 90% of the populatron lrvmg in rural areas and 70%
of them being dependent on Agriculture, the economy of this state
ts essentially agrarian. Agriculture has been identified as one of the
core areas for promoting acceleratea development in the state. One
of the thrust areas has been to augment the 1rr1gat10n potential in
the state ) that farmers can take up multlple cropping. The Samriddha
Knshak Yo;ana (SKY) launched bv my Government with NABARD
ﬁnance 1sa scheme geared towards this end. During 1999-2000, thirty
€h0usand shallow Tube wells have already been installed under this
scherne Under the World Bank assisted’ ARITASP programme another
15,000 shallow’ Tube Weils have been installed during 1999-2000.
This has significantly contributed towards increasing the production
of rice:in our state to 38.61 Lakh Tonnés' during 1999-2000, making
it surplus in rice production ‘for the first time since independence.
Out of the target of 70,000 shallow Tube Wells during. 2000-2001
under the Samriddha 'Krishak Yojand, 55,100 shallow Tube wells have

“been 1nstall 15,000 shallow Tube wells during 2000-2001. With
increase in iirrig;ttion.potential the rice production -during 2000-2001
is cxpected o increase to 41 Lakh Tonnes. Efforts are now being
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~ proposed to tackle the problem of storage and marketing of the surplus
rice produced and taking care of other post harvest problems faced
by the farmers. - |
Achieving self-sufficiency in~the production of edible oils,
especially mustard oil, is another area to which my Government
 attaches importance. For the first time in our state, sprinkler irrigation
 systems have been introduced on a pilot basis with a view to increase
the prodj;cﬁOn of mustard. It is also proposed to expand the areas
under mustard and pulses to make the state self-sufficient in these
commodities.

_ Horticulture is being given due emphasis. with st_reés laid on
improving the marketing network by tying up with nodal agencies
like, NERAMAC, TRIFED, NAFED etc. The Railways have also
agreed to provide a wagon on a daily basis for transporting agricultural
products .outside the state for marketing.

" IRRIGATION

. Work on ten major and medium irrigation projects and 1241
minor irrigation schemes are continuing. Under ARTASP Programme
till September 2000, 75 Deep Tube Well schemes and 32 RPS schemes
have been completed covering 3,580 hectares of land. Under the same
scheme, during 2000-2001 it is proposed to complete 66 Deep Tube
Well - schemes .and 49 RPS, schemes creating an additional
irrigationpotential of 3,329 hectares. Under the Non-Lapsable central
pool of Resources 86 minor irrigation schemes have been completed
up to October 2000. creating a potential of 12,745 hectares. During
2001-2002 under this scheme it is proposed to take up 25 schemes
at an estimated cost of Rs. 319 Lakhs to create irrigation postential
of 3,490 hectares. During 2001-2002 minor irrigation schemes are
also proposed to be taken up under AIBP to create irrigation potential
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of 8,500 hectares. When completed these schemes will lead to
increased crop production. ' o .

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY & VETERINARY

, My Government has made concerted efforts to 1mprove the
quahty of hvestock for mcreasmg the production of milk and milk
products and to augment the productlon of meat and eggs to meet
the growing demand for proteins of animal origin. ‘During 2000-
2001, 415 Nos. of AL Centres have been revitalised covering 11
districts and 2,03,369 doses of frozen semen utilised with 63,204
calves beinig born benefiting 43,000 smiall farmers. Under the Fodder
Minikit Development programme, 1,620 demonstrations have been
‘conducted:" 'I“ralmng has been 1mparted to 608 technical: staff and
3,000 farmers. g S ~

Under the ARIASP project of thé World Bank schemes have
been taken for strengthening the fodder seed production, for providing
regional diagnostic laboratones for cattle breeding and for production

- and distribution of semen. “Three regional laboratories are presently
under construction and :renovation of seven district laboratories is in
progress. One central Laboratory with an epldemlologrcal unit is also
envisaged. . : - 4

Under the Dairy Development programme milk from the
‘rural areas is being collected at remuneratlve prices and distribution
of clean wholesome milk is berng done to urban consumers ‘through
the Town Mllk Supply scheme in selected towns. The Integrated
Dairy Development project with its emphasis on formatidn of ‘milk
producer's co- operauve societies and renovation of Vetermary and
Da1ry Institutions is under implementation. - R

. | FISHERIES
With fish being the staple item of food consumption for around
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90% of the population of the state and vast water resources available,
fishery forms an important component of the rural economy in Assam.
Though the production of fish has being increasing over the years,
the current fish production of 1.60 lakh MT is still short of the current
demand of fish at 2.64 lakh MT. The‘schemes being undertaken are
geared towards reducing this gap. A number of schemes for
development of Farmers ponds, community Tanks, Beel Fisheries
as well as Open water Fisheries are presently under implementation
under the ARIASP programme. Under this programme training is
also being imparted to the fish farmers in the modern techniques
of piscicultufe.' Due to constant efforts the state has been able to
attain self-sufficiency in carp seed production and is in a position
to export fish seed to the neighbouring to export fish seed to the

neighbouring states.

. PANCHAYAT & RURAL DEVELOPMENT :

Apart from the normal on-going rural develoﬁment programme:-
pertaining to self-employment and poverty alleviation, my Govern. -
ment has taken up new and innovative schemes to tackle the problem
of rural development in a holisdc manner. Towards this end, special
projects have been taken up for development of Eri and Muga
_propagation of Mushroom cultivation and setting up of Block service
Centres in each of the 219 blocks of Assam. The project of Eri-
Muga covers 8 districts with a total cost of Rs. 18.07 crores. Similarly
the Mushroom projects covers 6 districts with an outlay of Rs ]b
crores..

_The state Institute of Rural Developfnent, Assam has taken
up diversified activities for creating avenues for self-employment of
rural people in agricultural and allied activities. During 2000-2001
so far around 10,000 rural people have been provided training on
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. capacity building, skill development and technology support.

- ‘Wasteland development projects covering 7 districts have
‘already been initiated with a total project outlay of Rs. 25.54 crores.
Projects for the other 7 districts are being finalised and llkely to
be on-stream within the current ﬁscal year.

CO-OPERATION D

Cooperatives are playing an important role in the development
of Agriculture, Cottage Industries, Fisheries, Housmg, Processing
Handlooms and Handicrafts. There are at present 707 Nos. of GPSS
functioning in the rural area in the plain Districts and 47 LAMPS
functioning in the Hill Districts. There are also 317 Nos. of Primary
Consumer Cooperatives and 37 Nos. of Wholesale Consumer Co-
operatives functioning in urban and industrial areas as well as 745
Nos. of Tea Garden Consumer Cooperatives in the Tea Garden areas.

Among the processing cooperatives, the Nagoan Cooperauve
Sugar Mill-at Kampur, the Assam Cooperative Jute Mill at Silghat
and the Assam Polyester Cooperative. Ltd. (APOL) have recorded
good performances during the year. The West Assam Milk Union
(WAMUL) is also functioning satisfactorily and supplying milk and
milk products to the people of Greater Guwahati. The housing problem
in urban and rural areas of the state particularly in respect of SC,
ST and economically weaker sections of the society is being tackled
by HOUSEFED through subsidized housing schemes.

SOIL CONSERVATION :

During 2000- 2001, an amount of Rs. 166 lakhs has been
allocated for taking up soil conservation schemes like river training,
afforestation, gully control and land development. It is expected
to cover 2279 hectares of agricultural land, 44 hectares of foresland
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and 1.64 hectares of char land as. well as create employment for
around 10.91 lakh mandays. During 2001-2002, it is proposed to
take up soil conservation schemes in respect of 7,180 hectares of
agriculture land, 75 hectares of forest land and 1.63 hectares of
char land. It is-also proposed to create employment for around 20.70

lakh mandays. .

FOREST

My Government is committed to protection and conservation
of the Forests and their rich and unique bio-diversity and has taken
effective measures for the growth and conservation of forest wealth
in the State. The Conservation Act is being effectively enforced and
various afforestation programmes have been taken up. During 2000-
2001, under production forestry and social forestry an area of 74.46
sq. km. has been brought under tree cover and 25.10 lakh seedlings
distributed. During 2001-2002 an area of 95.50 sq. km. is proposed
to be brought under forest cover.

My Government is committed to fulfil the recommendations
of the National Forest Policy. Participatory management concepts have,
been incorporated and attractive schemes taken up to popularies the
concept of Joint Foresiry Management. The protected Area Network
has been increased wi}h the expansion of Kaziranga National park
and the declaration of Nameri as a project Tiger Reserve.

INDUSTRIES

In the field of dcvelopment of Industrial Infrastructure a number
of schemes are presently under implementation. These include the
two industrial growth centres at Matia in Goalpara and Chariduar
in Sonitpur, the two Border Trade centres at Sutarkandi in Karimganj
district and Mancachar in Dhubri district and the two Integrated
Infrastructure Development projects at Bhomoraguri and Dalgoan.
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My Government has announced an Information Technology
policy and has. taken up various schemes and programmes so that
information technology can percolate’ to the grass roots level. An
Information Technology School project has been taken up to introduce
Computer education in the schools. A pilot scheme for Community
Information Centre in 15 Development Blocks in Nagoan district has
been taken up and proposed to be extended to rest of the blocks
in the state. A software Technology park is already functioning in
Guwahati to cater to the growing demands of the IT entrepreneurs.

A GuWahati Tool Room cum Training centre is being set up
to promote development of skilled manpower required for plastic and
engineering ‘industries. Till october, 2000 9,468 loans have been
sanctioned under thé PMRY scheme,

HANDLOOM & TEXTILES :

Assam has the highest concentration of haridlo_om, weavers in
the country but a majority of them are household oriented and non-
commercial. To increase handloom producfidn, it is the policy of
my Government to bring more weavers to the commercial fold by
PfOVidiﬁg inputs like, improved training, better designs, upgraded
looms etc. A project package scheme is under implementation which
Provides advanced training, designer services, modern looms and
Worksheds to the weavers. Till December,2000, 13,100 weavers have
been covered under this scheme. During the same period workshed-
cum-housing assistance has been provided to 272 weavers. On the
Welfare side by December, 2000, Health package has been provided
to 4,977 weavers and Group Insurance has been provided to 1,750
weavers. These Schemes are proposed to be continued next year.
On the markéting front, ARTFED has been performing well and
has secured export orders amounting to Rs. 1.00 crores to USA,
Israel and Japan during the current vear.
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Assam has 1.96 lakh families engaged in sericulture who
mainly belong to SC, ST and economically weaker sections. It has
also the distinction of producing exclusive silk varieties like, Muga
and Eri. The policy of my Government is to increase the area
under plantation of food plants, produce quality silkworm seeds,
improve reeling methods and generate more employment in seri-
culture. Till December, 2000 the production of Eri Cut Cocoon was
4.58 Jakh kgs, of Muga Raw silk was 0.82 lakh kgs and of Mulberry
Raw silk was 0.16 Iakh kgs.

HEALTH & FAMILY WELIFARLE

My Government has made consistent citorts (o improve the
provision of basic health facilities to the peopic by improving
diagnostic facilities, flow of medicine and surgica! cquipment and
by extension of such services to hitherto uncovered areas. Efforts
are on to complete 34 half done Primary Health Centres and 20
half doné 30 bedded Rural Hospitals during the current financial
year. A fleet of ambulances and jeeps have been provided to fight
the outbreak of epidemic in rural and interior area. Efforts are
also on to improve the referral services.

In respect of secondary health care facilitics, Hospital Man-
agement committees have been constituted at the district and sub-
divisional level with wide ranging powers and functions to improve
the functioning of the Civil Hospital. Diagnostic facilities have been
improved by providing sophiticated equipments. The Government
proposes to further strengthen” the infrastructure at these hospitals.
It is also proposed to set up 6 Regional Diagnostic Centres at six
district head quarters of the state t0 provide sophisticated diagnostic
facilities to the people living in remote and inaccessible areas.

In the sphere of Medical Education, efforts are on to improve
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In the sphere of Medical Education, efforts are on to improve
the quality of teaching as well as treatment in the medical colleges
and hospitals in the state. To this effect schemes are under
implementation in the three Medical colleges, Government Ayurvedic

college, REgional Dental College, Regional Nursing College and the
Homoeopathic college.

PUBLIC WORKS :

Construction of 10 Nos. of RCC bridges and metalling and
black-topping of 83.85 kms. of existing PWD roads are proposed
to be completed during this financial year under the state and NEC
plans. These are under different. stages of implementation. During
the year;: works for rehabilitation of 142.90 kms. of roads and
construction- of 29 Nos. of RCC bridges under the ARIASP project
have been completed. Out of the 140 RCC bridges proposed to be
constructed under RIDF with loan assistance from NABARD this
year, so far 50 Nos. have been completed. Construction of 11 Nos.
of bridges over Bharalu river in Guwahati with loan assistance from
HUDCO are under progress. Flyovers at Ganeshguri, Ulubari and
Athgoan in Guwahati city along with the railway over bridge at
Bongaigoan are also under implementation. A few building projects
pertaining to the Health and Education Departments along with the
prestigious permanent capital building project at Dispur are under
implementation.

‘During 2001-2002 it is proposed to construct 25 Nos. of RCC
bridges along with metalling and blcktopping of 160 kms. of roads
under the state plan. It is also proposed to complete 226.32 kms.
of roads and 115 kms. of bridges under the ARIASP programme.
Further 89 Nos. of RCC bridges and 111.206 kms. of roads are
proposed tobe taken up under RIDF. It is also proposed to complete
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implé'mentation. targets for the flyovers at Ganeshguri, Ulubari and
Athgoan and the permanent capital complex at Dispur during 2001-

2002.

PUBLIC HEAITH ENGINEERING :

Provision of safe drinking water has been recognised as one

_ of the basic minimum needs. As per the National policy, safe drinking

water is to be provided to all the villages in the next five years.
Out of 70,669 habitations in the state so far 44,728 habitations have
been fully covered and 24,318 habitations have been partially covered
with provision of safe drinking water. Schemes are being taken up
in‘a phased manner to cover the remaining 1,623 uncovered habitations
and for conversion of the partially covered to fully habitations.

With a view to make the Operation & Maintenance of the
existing water supply installations more sustainable, the Government
of India has. recently adopted a policy of promoting. beneficiary
participation and cost sharing in the Operation and Maintenance of
water installations. Three districts have been selected as pilot districts
for this purpose. To make the implementation of this policy successful,
training is being imparted to grass root level beneficiaries in respect
of Operation & Maintenance of the existing schemes.

EDUCATION :

My Government has given emphasis to consolidation and
quality improvement of education at all levels. In Higher Education
schemes are under implementation for creation of New Infrastructure
at the Cotton College, Guwahati and constructing District Library

" Buildings with Auditorium at Barpeta, Karimganj, Tinsukia, Bongaigoan

and Morigoan. A scheme has also been taken up for the modernisation
of the Assam Engineering Institute to cater to the needs of educating
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physically haridicapped persens. It is proposed to introduce computer
education in ‘e Institutes of Higher Education.

My Government has recommended setting up of a central
University at Kokrajhar for which discussions with the Government
of India are continuing; Pehding final decision on this proposal the
‘existing' campus of the. Guwahati University at Kokrajhar is being
- developed. This is intended to provide quality higher education in
“ various disciplines to the tribal people living in the Bodoland Areas.

In the field of elementary and secondary education steps have
bee'nT taken for consolidation and strengthening of the schools with
emphasis on more enrolment and reduction of dropouts. At the primary
level, steps have been taken for building up competence in the field
of minimum levels of learning. Utider the Award of the 10th Finance

- commission drinking water facilities are proposed to be provided in
4,884 LP and 480 ME school, toilet facilities to 1,040 ME schools

-and promotion of - girls education taken up in 126 Me schools. Under
the"Award of the 11th Finance commission it is proposed to construct
268 -elementary - school and take up computerisation in 71 higher
secondary school.

In the sphere of adult education the emphasis is to remove
tlliteracy, provide continuous education of the neo-literates and
enabling them to develop functional skills. Except for Morigoan, the
Total literacy programme is continuing in 22 districts of Assam.

. SOCIAL WELFARE -

My Government is iinplementing various welfare and reha-
bilitation schemes for physically handicapped, orphans, destitute g
children, women ang under';privileged classes of society. For the
welfare of the handicapped, institutions like, the Deaf & Dumb School,
Kahilipara; Blind School. Jorhat; School for Hearing Impaired, Jorhat;
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and finacial assistance is also being. providedto NGOS in the, field.
Vocational training in various crafts is proposed to be imparted to
400 women in the four ‘VTRC in the-state during 2001-2002.
In-the field ‘of nutrition, the- Integrated: child Development
project is presently cotitinuing'in 107 -development: blocks. and - it is

' proposed to be extended to ‘another 89 block.: A ‘hew central sector

\amely. Balika Samriddhi Yojana has been started in Assam

500’ for upto two"live births. - T Wolie CHE L

~

, As a gesture to honour to Freedom Flghters the state Freedom
F1ohlers pensmn have been enihanced to Rs. 1500 and-299 Freedom

‘ F1ghters héave" been granted- this-enhdancedpension in the year 2000.
=An amoutt’ of Rs. 5.00-lakhs has been received between. 199899
.'4fd*2000-:2001 by the Assam State</Legal-Services: Authonty from
“ the Nitional Légal Services Authority which is being utilised for the
. purpose of organising Lok Adalats in the- State. During.2001-2002

it is proposed to take a'scheme: for setting up'permanent and contionus
Lok Adalats. ' RN TOLSH

FOOD AND, CIVIL SUPPLIES :

My Government '{s ‘takxtfc continued -steps ' for : ensuring

N avallablhty ‘of tood -grains and other’ food items in the state. For better

avaﬂabihty ‘82" Nos. of additional fair pricé shops and:2,431 Nos.

" of hawkers have been appointed till ‘September, 2000 from amongst
~ unemployed youths. For subsidised provision.of rice to families below

. the poverty line, the Government has :so far.issued a;'ound 17.89 lakhs
- of special Family Identity cards. A special scheme namely. 'Annapuma’

is proposed to be launched from-April 2001 for providing free food-
grains. to -al indigenous: destitute persons. above the, age of 65 years,
The district administration in the state is taking adequate steps to
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prevemt hoarding and black ‘marketing of essential commodities.
I 0L o, N .

st ot The boundaries of Assam with, its. neighbouring, state are well
-i defined. However, disputes have - arisen due to the claims made by
other state ovet:the land and forests which are within the constifutional
boundary of Assam. All efforts to solve, this vexed problem, through
- mutual. discussion during the last few decades have failed -to yield
any lasting solution. Under these circumstances. my Government-has
sought relief in the court of Law for finding a permanent solution
‘to_this longstanding dlspute The matter is pfesently sub-Judlce

- Under the Interstate Border Areas Development P:og,ramme

- itis proposed o tonstruct rural link roads, small water supply.schemes

~and take up construction of BOPs during the current year. A scheme

for construction and renovation of: 21 Nos. of BOPs occupied, by

- neutral force in‘the Assam-Nagaland border is also under implemen-

tation out:of Non-plan funds to be reimbursed by the Qovemment
of India. e e

An amount of Rs 748 Lakhs has been allocated during 2000-

2001 by the Government of Ind1a for taking up schemes for the Indo-

- :Bangladesh and Indo-Bhutan Border Areas. Under this schemes for

. improvement of communication network and other basic amenities

- are being implemented. in the districts of Cachar, Karimganj, Dhubri,
' Kokrajhar Bongaigoan, Barpeta, Nalbari and Darrang.

MY Govetnetit is taking all- efforts for developing trade. and
commerce with the fieighbouring countries. The airport at Guwahati
has already been notified as an international airport and we are making

“efforts t6 use it for’ develioping trade with the outside world. We are
also intouch with the '‘Government of India for the development of
Stilwell Road to open up'new avehues for trade and commerce. Broder
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trade centres at Sutarkandi in Karimganj district. and Mancachar in
Dhubri district are being develaped., . A
. WELFARE OF SC/STAA&,BACKWARD CLASSES
‘ . My 'Govéfhmén{' fias gfven high priority- to measures needed
for the welfare"of Scheduled’ Castés, ‘Scheddled-Tribesand  other
Backward Classes ifcluding i3 ‘and ‘Ex-Tea Garden Tribes. The
schemes “takén up for ‘their “welfaré’ aré mainly’ educational and
4conomic in nature. ‘Some of - educational schemes under imple-
mentation are the construction of Boy's ahd 'Girl's Hostel' for thg SC
and the ST and p‘rovidingwpo‘strMatricra'n'd pre-Matric: Scholarships
t0-SC, ST and OBC stqdents.ﬁFami;ly,Qtiented Income- Generating
Schemes - are. also ‘being: implemented: for. SC. and ST falniliés.;; p
" We are “constantly purstingthe “case-'of .Koch-Rajbangshi,
Ahom, Chutia, Moran, Motok, Tea Garden and” Ex-tea Garden
communities for Assam and for Apr(})yi;'ling ST status to the Karbis
living in the plain. districts and Bodos living in the Hill districts.
With a view to decentralisé' powef o the miajor’ tribal groups
i Assam, fund allocations are: being . made to the Bodolind
Autonomous Council,” the Rabha-H‘asoﬁg Autonomous Courcil, the
Mising Autonomous Council and’ the. Tiwa Autonomous - Council.
Durinig 2000-2001, Rs. 54.10 érores have been allocated to the councils
for welfare and development of the' Council ‘Area. Another amount
of Rs.'5 crores has been earmarked ‘during -2000-2001 under the
Backward Classés ‘Sector. * *- Lo T

.....

- 'My Government isicommitted to improving the socio-economic
conditions of the people living in the char areas and for 1the. welfare
of the miiriorities. Schemes reldting to agriculture, veterinary-and dairy,
provision of drinking water,’ cottage - industry. and. education aré
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presently’ under”implémettation‘ih the chat areas. ‘These schemes are
proposed to be continued during*'thie “next ' year.-

o The“wAé”safnf'}\‘/I-inoi'itiés‘: ‘Development’ Bodrd : is. engages in
agtivities. selating to the welfare of the minorities. During 2001-2002
it .propgses.to train 350, girls 'il_;l,‘A,'tai,lolI*ing_%p(.i embroidery, train 50
students.in computers, train 20, candidates, in Nursing and Midwifery,
supPply; handcarts to. 150, poor people.and train 50 candidates in STW
maintenance,, It. al§9;~l?r9P°SCS;,J§O ‘construct ,c,(-‘),r'nmo‘n rq’dr'ns for girls
and provide- book -grants to meritorious students.

- “.““-"’*v;'I’Iié ‘Assam“Mifiotities ‘Development -& Finance Corporation
ilsyéﬁg""‘fg_'éd in-providing loansto beoﬁle.bélonging to notified minorities:
Duritig thie’ clirrehit! year it has- received ‘Rs: 1.43 crores which will
h@z@%.sgd,@o,rpmyi@ezlpaas,;;o ‘more than 400, beneficiaries. Tt proposes
to scontinue . with its activities during the next financial year.
AR R T O R TS

vig el Lo ,‘:.v o :" T ey
Py e TOURISM .

e e e
ceeeihy

.7 -, With.its breathtaking scenic beauty, rare varieties of flora and
fauna,':l,ofty green hills, mighty Bfahmaputrg Wwith numerous ;fil?utaries,
emerald -forests and wildlife sanctuaries, punctuated by rolling tea
gardens; Assam has immense potential for the, development of tourism.
A, number. . of schemes are chrfenﬂy under implementation for
development, of toyrism infrastructure in the State. Notable among
these :are the, ‘upgradation of the ‘. fourist facilities at  Pobitore,
Bhalukpumg; way side facilities at Jakhalabanda, Kalain, Hajo,
Bishwanath Gl})at, Batadrawa, Chapanala, Panitola, Sivasagar, and the
Yatri Niwas at Khasput and Kakopathar. These also include the
schemes. for beautiﬁcation,.of the river front along the Bramhaputra,
integrated zdevxelopment:;ofpinfrastructurje: at - the pilgrim. centre of
Kamakhya; sound and light show at: Talatal  Ghar, as well as at the
srimanta Sankardeva Kalashetra, Guwahati.
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My -Government has- also decided in principle to encourage
private sector investments 1n tourist infrasturcture and services. As
a first step to wards prlvatrsatron of tourist services, 12 prOJects
mcludrng the popular Rrver—Crulse on Brahmaputra waysrde amenmes
at Moran, Boka.khat Kohora, Jakhalabanda Jaglroad and Nalban have :
been privatised. Two major projects namely, Amusement park at
Amingoan and. Ropeway at Kamakhya are proposed to be taken up
as joint venture projects with private participation.-

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

sont .

.. My Government is. commltted to: preserve protect and promote
the~r1chs..l cultural heritage ' of “Assam.. Its :continued efforts for the
national recognition ‘of - the:Satriya Dance ,has borne: fruit with the
recognition - ‘being accorded” by the Sangeet Natak -Academy, in

November -2000. - RS

W1th the 1nauguratron of the Kala Guru BishnuPrasad Rabha
Re recordmg theatre 6n 12th Decembeér 2000 the phase - I and’ phase
- II of the project for Modernisation of thé Jyoti Chitrabhan (Frlm
Studlo) has completed at’ a cost of Rs 8.79 crores. .

My Government has decrded to create a corpus fund of Rs
15 crores in order t0 fund- the mamtenance of Srimanta Sankardeva
Kalaksheta out of returns from the corpus A decision has also been
taken for the creation of another corpus of Rs 19 crores under the
Assam State: Filims ( Financé and Development) Corporation by the
1mposmon of additional tax on cinema tickets for the purpose of
produchon of reglonal films. Fuither in order to give 1ncent1ves to’
the development of Regional Films, my Government has 'takén a
decision to refund the amusement tax collected on the show of the
Regional Films. Under this scheme the amusement tax collected after
the commercial release of Regional Films for the next two years shall
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be Tefunded in full ‘without any ceiling to the producers.

Durmo 2000 2001 Artist pensron @ Rs. 1,500 has been
extended to 10 Arusts specral pensron glven to 8 familes of 8 deceased
Artists @ Rs. 750 and a one trme Ex- gratra grant of Rs 110,000
has been grven to 15 Artists.

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING
' AND GUWAHATI

During 2000-2001, under the scheme for Intergrated De- -
velopment of Small and Medium Towns works have been taken
up in' the itowns of Goalpara, Rangia, Barpeta and Morigoan. It
i also proposed to take up works .inder this scheme in the towns
of Nalbari, Mangalodr -and North Lakhrmpur 33,000 slum dwellers
are also proposed to be coverd in 37.towns under the National
Slum Development programme and the programmme- for- Environ-
mental Improvement of Urban Slums. With, grants from HUDCO,
the Fatasil. Harijan Colony is being developed as model colony,
For the purpose -of i 1mproving the water supply system at Kamakhya
Temple Complex a Scheme of Rs. 3.00 crores has been taken up.
Under the Metropolitan Area Storm Drainge programme with loan
assistance from HUDCO, major drainage schemes are in the process
of being completed in several localities in Guwahati.

Durmg 2001- 2002 the National Slum Development programme
and the schemes for Integrated Development of Small and Medium Towns
and Environmental Improvement of Urban Slum are proposed to be
continued. It is also proposed to part of Guwahau with assistance
from HUDCO. Storm dramage schemes are also proposed to be
taken up in Guwabhati,
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~ During the curent year, 2 scheme for the construction of markets
in-the Autonomous Hill, districts of Assam, a scheme for Low Cost
Sanitation programme in selected Local Bodies and schemes covered
‘under the. Award of the 10th Finance Commission were taken up
for 1mp1ementat10n In addmon the Swarna Jayanti Saharia Ro;gar
YOJana was taken up for 1mplementatron in all the 79 Urban Local
' Bodres of Assam. For this scheme a sum’of Rs. 1,763.73 lakhs as
‘Ceniral Share and Rs 100 lakhs as State Share has already been released
during the current year. For providing self employment under this
$cheme’ 54,000 potential beneficiaries have been identified, 3,800
‘Nerghbourhood‘ Groups, 431 Nerghbourhood Committees and 52
Comimunity' Development -Societies have been constituted. During
2001-2002 -the aforesaid’ schemes ‘are proposed to be continued.

The Assam Uraban Water Supply & Sewerage Board has
completed £ water. Supply Schemes, out of the 20 schemes taken
up, in different towns benefiting 3,71,447 persons. Durmg the current
year 4 more $chemes will be completed’ benefiting another 1,00,000
persons. During 2001- 2002 another 4 ongoing schemes are proposed
to be completed’ benefiting 50,000 people. Under the Centrally
* Sponsored ‘Accelerated Urban Water Supply programme, 12 Nos. of
Water Supply schemes have been taken up at an estimated cost of
Rs. 3,009.84 lakhs for benefiting 2,83,811 persons. Three new schemes
are proposed to be taken up under. this programme during 2001-2002.

‘ TRANSPORT

The Inland Water Transport is operating 49 Nos. of ferry
services in the rlver Brahmaputra and 24 nos. in the river Barak: for
the ‘public. With the implementation of a new protocal between India
~and Bangladesh the commercial cargo service for Bangladesh as well
as other states of India via Kolkata has come into. operation. For
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development of commercial services the- construction of A river terminal

thds heen taken' up -at Badarpur for an estmztated cost of Rs. 379.93
lakhs under NEC fundmg ST o

Assam State Transport Corporatlon has been facmg senous
economlc problems Accordmgly my Govemment has taken up a
scheme for restructuring of the Corporation. The matter has been

taken up. with the Govemment of Ind1a for providing requlred funds
for this scheme.

;. Keeping in - view the severe, problem of congestion being faced

in the city of Guwahati and recognising: the. need for a good terminus,

- workK has .been started on.the construction. of - an Inter, State Bus

Termmus at Betkuchi at an estimated. cost of Rs. 5 crores under,NEC
finance,

Coy

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT

A.number of sehemes are, being unplemented in, the sc1ence
and technology sectors in the areas of remote sensing, environment
* and non-conventional energy. Research-and development activities are

also“being ‘promoted through the Assam Science Technology &
‘Environment Council,. Pollution. Control Board and -the Institute of
g Advanced study in Science & Technology.

In’ thé Sciénce -and Technology sector, the Assam 'Science
Technology & Env1r0nment Council has taken up schemes for
popularisation of science, student science projects, Leather Technology
- programmes .and. schemes for modemlsatwn of Huller Rice Mills.
In the environmental sctor it has taken up a detailed action plan for
management, and conservatlon of, the Deepar Beel Wetlands

- The Pollation Control Board is entrusted with the responsibility
of enforcing the ‘provisions of Central and State Rules to check
pollution and preserve the ecology and. the environment in Assam.
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pollution and preserve the ecology and the environment in Assam.
It has prepared a white paper on the environmental degradation of
Guwahati and has been active in'matters relating to control of industrial

pollution.

The Institute of Advanced Study in Science & Technology
is engaged in carrying out reaearch in the areas of plasma physics,
Mathematical Science, Life Science and Resource Management &

Environment.
HILL AREAS

My Government is fully aware about the need to .aecelerate
the pace of development in the Hill Areas. For this reason though
the state plan is subjected to substantial cuts towards the end of the
financial year, the Hill plan has been exempted from any cuts. The
responsibility for the execution of development programmes has also
been entrusted to the Autonomous District Councils of Karbi Anglong
and North Cachar Hills. To ensure that availabilty of funds do not
become a constraint there is a system of half yearly 1e1ease of funds
for schemes relating to the transferred Departments '

The Hill plan outlay has been kept at Rs. 163.03 crores for
2000-2001 which includes Rs.- 70.90 crores as special Central
Assistance for HADP, Rs 2 crores for AIBP and Rs.‘2.56 crores
for Special Employment Schemes. During the current year the prime
Ministers Gramodaya Yojana has been introduced and an amount of
Rs 18.50 crores earmarked for Primary Health, Education, Shelter,
Drinking Water, Nutrution and Rural Roads. In addition the two Hill
Districts have been selected by the Government of India for the
implementation of the Integrated Wasteland Development Programme.
They are also included in the Community Resource Management
Project.
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POWER, I\/IINES AND MINERALS :

The power sector in Assam is on the path of reforms and
restructurmg on the lines of Government of India's pohcy It is also
proposed to set up a State Electricity Regulatory Commission with

one Member 1mt1a11y with a provision to enable expansmn to three
'Members in future. '

Increasmg the generation capacity within the State is a priority
area. For this the long languishing Karbi Langpi Hydro Project (100
MW) has been taken for implementation on a war footing. It is also
proposed to take up the implementation of the Amguri Power Project
(90 MW) and the Borgoloi Thermal power project (120 MW) through
the Independent power producer route. The Board also proposes
to implement the Lakhwa Waste Heat Project (38 MW) to increase
its generation capacity at Lakhwa. Schemes for Renovation &
Modernisation are a]ready in progress at Lakhwa and Namrup Thermal
Power Stations to improve their plan Load Factors arid thereby i increase
the generation. S '

Steps have been taken to 1mplement the Electrical Licensing
Board Regulation 1992 Wthh would raise the revenue manifold.

LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT :

Industrial relauons in the state have by and large remained
peaceful. During 2000-2001, 60 cases of industrial disputes have been
settled through conciliation. Minimum wages in respect of 72

~scheduled employments have been revised. Under the provisions of

the persons with Disabilities (Equal opportunities, Protection of Rights
and Full participation) Act, 1995, 23 Employment Exchanges have
been notified as Special Employment Exchanges. 98 new factories
have been registered during the current year.
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To improve the quality of training at the ITI's a proposal has
been submitted to the Government of India for upgradation. amd
modernisation of 17 Nos. of ITL A proposal has alse been: submitted
for establishment of 4 Nos. of new ITL Upgradation of ESI Hospital
- and Dispensaries are also proposed to be taken up. -

FLOOD CONTROL

Recurrent floods are a major problem being faced in Assam
. As per expert the ultimate solution to this problem would depend
on the construction of multipurpose dam prbjects. After prolonged
persuasion by my Government, the Government of India has agreed
to take up the Pagladia Dam project within the 9" plan. Once completed
this project will benefit vast areas of Nalbari District. The nature
of the flood problem is so gigantic that the State Government is
unable to tackle it in its own. My Government of accordingly been
pursuing with the Government of India to recognise this problem
as 4 National problem and provide liberal financial assistance. Because
of our constant persuasion, the Government if India has agreed to
provide grants for Centrae Sector Flood Management Schemes to
the tune of Rs. 20 crores each year for the remaining two years

of the 9* plan.

During 2000-2001, my Government has taken up through its
own plan funds the construction of 3k.Ms. of New Embankments,
10 Nos. of new protection works in addition to the completion of
74 Nos, of ongoing schemes. 25 schemes for flood control have
been taken up with funds from the Non-Lapsable pool and are under
differnt stages of implementation. Assistahce has also been received
from NEC and the Joint River Commission for implementation of
flood control schemes near the Indo-Bangladesh Border in the Barkak
Valley.
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SPORTS AND YOUTH WELFARE

My Government is involved in actively promoting sports and
building sports infrastructure., During 2000, the Assam School teams
performed commendably at the National School Games bagging 2
gold and silver in swimming, 4 gold and 6 silver in badmination
and 7 gold, 2 silver and a bronze in archery. The Assam School
Football Team under 17 also bagged the championship in the National
School Games The 46th. National Schhol Games for swimming was
successfully hosted at Guwahati during the year.

Durmg 2001-2002 a number a schemes are proposed to be
implemented. There include the construction of indoor Hall (Part)
at Sivasagar, construction of ‘Regional Athletic Centre- (Part) at
Guwabhati, construction of Indoor. Games Centre (part) at Guwahati,
construction of Adventure Academy (part) at Guwahati, construction
of Regional Water Sports Centre (part) at Bhomoraguri, Sonitpur and
the completion of 7 -Mini Stadia. It is also proposed to hold district
and state level tournments and coaching camps as well as arrange
different youth adventure activities.

To provide infrastructural facilities in the Southern part of
Guwabhati city an indoor stadium capable of hosting International
‘Games is being taken up by the Khanapara Sports & Cultural
oranisation at a cost of Rs. 3.36 crores. A project has also been taken

up for construction of an International Standard Football Academy
at Barsapara, Guwahati.

ADIVIINISTRATI@ REFORMS AND TRAINING

During 2000-2001, the Assam Administrative Staff College
has conducted 48 in-service training programmes including 2 pre-
examination training courses for candidates aspiring to appear for
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UPSC and other all India competitive examinations. The Assam
Administrative Staff College has been selected as one of the five
Regional Training Centres for conductiong Training of Trainers courses
. The Secretariat Training School has continued to impart training
to be staff of Assam Secretariat and has extended this training to
the staff of DCs and SDOs as .well the Police Department.

REVENUE

To combat the devastating floods that occurred during 2000
an amount of Rs. 101.08 crores has been sanctioned from the Calamity
Relief . Fund-for-providifng gratuitous relief, rehabilitation -grant and

repairing the damages to public assets.

During the current yeaf many steps have been taken for the
cnhancement and better collection of land revenues. Special emphasis
has been given for reclassification of land and reassessment of land
revenue to mobilise additional resources. The land revenue of land
Jnder tea cultivation has also been enhanced and field officers have

been issued instructions to-realise the revenue at the enhanced rates.

' In view of the growing population and unplanned growth of
Guwabhati city; steps have been taken to set a satellite township under
the North Guwahati Revenue Circle. For this purpose an area of 1,867
acres of land has already been reserved for handing over to the
Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority.

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION

During 2000-2001, an allocation of Rs 40 crores has been
made to meet the expenditure on relief measures. Relief measures
were taken for the victims of ethinc violence at Kokrajhar, Bongaigoan
and Dhubri districts. So far Rs 13.95 crores have been spent in
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providing victims of ethinc violence, and Rs 1.74 crores has been

spent on providing Ex-Gratia and financial assistance to the victims
of ethnic and extremist violence.

PENSION AND PUBLIC GRIEVANCE

A number of Steps have been taken to ensure prompt disposal
of pension and other retirement benefits.  Pension Cells have been
opened in every Administrative Department and head of office Ievel.
The Assam Service (Pension Rules 1969 has been amended to enable
fixing responsibility and taking disciplinary action against government
Servants responsible for delay in payment of pension. Redressal of
public grievances is ensored through a comprehensive system of
mqgitoring by the Deputy commissioners and sub-divisional Officers
at the district and the Sub-divisional level and by the Head of
_Department and Head of Office at the state level.

EXCISE

My Government has put great stress on the generation of excise
revenue. Efforts have been made to ensure that the requirement of
liquor Consumption are met within the state and that no revenue is
lost to the neighbouring States. Due to these efforts the revenue
collectiqn had exceeded the target last year and and similar results
are expected this year. While efforts for increasing revenue are
continuing at the same time all actions are taken to ensure that sale
of illicit liquor is prevented and all adverse social effects of drinking
remain under check. To increase the public awareness against the

use of drugs and alcoholism the Prohibition Council is proposed to
be strengthened next year. '
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VISION FOR THE FUTURE :

~ We are determined to make the economy of the state vibrant
and accelerate the pace of development in the coming years. Our
fight with extremism would relentessly continue till the last activity
of the extremists is put down. We have prepared a 'Vision Assam
2025' document last year which determines the direction of the future
development and lays down the strategies for action for the next 25
years. This Vision document will be guiding up in prepartion of our
plans of tomoOrToW. For the young people of the State we have
launched a new scheme titled as "Chief Minister's Swa Niyojana"
under which more than 7 lakhs employment opportunities would be
provided by 31st March, 2002. No efforts would be spared to ensure
that everyone in the State gets gainful employment and peace and

prosperity comes (0 the State raining it to its past glory.

Hon'ble Members, I have placed before you the major achieve-
ments; policies and programmes of my Government. My Governniem
will make all efforts to implement the policies and programmes that
have been outlined and would endeavour to secure all round
development of the State. and provide economic and social justice
to the people. My Government would continue to accord highest
for measures to bring peace in the State and at the same
time continue to accelerate the development activities with a view
to ensure prosperity of the State. I hope your deliberations in the
House will help achieve this objective.

Joi Aai Asom

Joi Hind.

(National Anthem was played, Hon'ble Governor left tﬁe ‘House.)
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Mr. Speaker : Now under sub-rule 2 of Rule 13 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative
Assembly. I hereby report that the Governor has been pleased
to make a speech. A copy of the speech has already been lai
on the table and copies of the speech have been distributed
to the Hon'ble Members also.

Dr. Ardhendy kumar Dey :- Point of order Sir, Governor has not

given any speech. He has not read his speech. He has only
laid down.

Mr. Speaker : I now request the Hon'ble Chief Minister Hon'ble
Ministers, Hon'ble Leader of the Opposition in the Assam
Legislative Assembly, Hon'ble Ministers of State, Hon'ble
Members of the House, Chief Secretary, Commissioner and
Secretaries to the Governmenr, D.G.P,, I. G. P, D..G.s and
Head of Departments in the Officers Gallery, Gentlemen of
the press and Electronic Media in the Press Gallery and Officia]
Reporters to Jjoin the Hon'ble Governor at tea arranged outside
the Assembly Chamber.

The House do now stands adjourned for 30 Minutes.

(The House re-Assemple at, 4-45 P.M. after the be break with
Mr. Speaker in the Chair)

REPORT OF THE BUSINESS ADRISORY COMMITTEE
Mr. Speaker : Now Item =SNG 2

Under Rule 230 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Assam Legislative Assemble, I called a meetmo

of the Business Advisory Committee at 11-30 AM on 20/1/
2001.
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The Committee after a threadbare discussion decided that the
current session of the Assembly commencing from 7th Feb-
ruary, 2001 will contmue till 23rd 'February, 2001. There will
be altogether 9 workmg days and all the days have been
earmarked for transactlon of Government Business. ‘The Com-
mittee also discussed about the destruction of the Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly Building by fire recently and decided to
adopt a resoution expressing its deep concern at the unfortunate

incident.

The calender for the current session as finalised by the
Committee has already Jbeen circulated amongst all the Mem-

bers of the House

I hope this has the approval of the House

(It was approved by voice vote).

' MOTION OF THANKS ON GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS.

Mr. Speaker : Now Itiem No. 3, Motion of Thanks on the
Governor's address from Shr1 Atul Bora. I would request

Shri Atul Bora to move the motion.

Shri Atul Bora : Hon'ble' Speaker Sir, I beg to move "That the
Members of the Assam Legisative Assembly assembled in this
Session are grateful to the Governor for the Address he has
been pleased to deliver to the House today, the 7th February,

2001".

Mr. Speaker : I, now, call upon Shri Glrmdra Kumar Barua to second
the Motion of Thanks on the Governor's Address

afdE IR TH=A - WWWWW%W@@HVHWW
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Mr. Speaker : Now Item No.4.

Under Rule 9 (1) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
“Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, I nominate the
following Hon‘ble Members to constitute the panel of Chairman
for the Current Budget Session of the Assembly, 2001.
1. Shri Pr1ttuv1 Maji

2. Shri Andrius Hajoary

3. Shri Dilip Kumar Saikia

4. Shri Rabin Banikya.

‘- LAY]NG OF APPROPRIATION ACCOUNTS
' AND FINANCE ACCOUNTS.

Mr. Speaker : Item No. 5, Shri Hitendra Nath Goswami; Hon'ble
Minister, Parliamentary Affairs to lay the Appropriation Ac-
counts 1999-2000 and Finance Accounts 1999-2000 relatmo
to the Government of Assam.

Shri Hitendra Nath Goswaml Minister : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I

beg to lay the Appropnanon Accounts 1999-2000 and Finance
Accounts 1999-2000 relating to the Government of Assam.

LAYING OF RULES

Mr. Speaker : Item No 6 Dr. Kamala Kalita, Hon' ble Minister

Health & Family Welfare to lay Registration of Births and
Deaths Rules, 1999."

Dr. Kamala Kalita, Minister : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, I beg to lay
"The Registration of Births and Deaths Rules, 1999."

‘MOTION FOR ELECTION

Mr. Speaker : Now, Item No. 7, Hon'ble Chief Minister to move.
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Shri Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, (Chief Minister ) : Hon'ble Speaker
Sir, I beg to move that "The House do elect 3(three) members
of the Assam Legislative Assembly from amongst it's members
to become Members of the Assam State Housing Board as
required under Section 4(1) (g) of the Assam State Housing
Board Act, 1972. |

The Assam State Housing Board was reconsututed on 17/2/
2000. ' B '

The vacancies occured due to expire of the term of the three
previously elected members of the reconstituted Assam State
Housing Board.”

RESOLUTION

M. Speaker : Item No. 8, Shri Hitendra Nath Goswami, Hon'ble
Minister, parliamentary Affairs to move. o

Shri Hitendra Nath Goswami, Minister : Hon'ble Speaker Sir, the
Assam Legislative Assembly and the people of Assam place
in record its deep shock and anguish to learn that the historice
and age-old Meghslays Legislative Assembly Building has been
reduced to ashes in a devastatlng fire on the night of 9th

January, 2001.

It is indeed a great tragedy and irreparable loss that the
Assembly Building “which houseéd the erstwhile Legislative
Assembly of undivided Assam since April, 1937 to February,
1973 and bore the sweet memory of bye-gone years and
tradition of a golden era was completely destroyed in the
devastating fire.

The Assam Legislative Assembly expresses its deep concern
at the unfortunate incident.
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Mr. Speaker :- The House stands adjourned till 9th February, 2001.

ADJOURNMENT

The House stood adjourned at 5.10 PM. till 4.00 PM. on Friday
the 9th February, 2001.

D. Talukder,
Secretary,
Assam Legistative Assambly

4 Dispur
The 6th April,2000.




