Proceedings of the First Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 11 A.M. on
Monday, the 25th March, 1946.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Debeswar Sarmah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers and eighty-five Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Re-organisation of th: Assam Educational Service

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA asked : .

*14. Will Government be pleased to refer to their Resolution published in
the Assam Gazetle, dated the 6th February 1946, re-organising the Assam
Educational Service with revised grades of pay and adding five ‘‘Special.:’osts”
to that cadre on higher pay and state—

(a) The reason for creating these “‘Special Posts” and the principles
and method of recruiting persons to those posts ?

(6) The reason for the enhanced scale of pay fixed for the Director of
Public Instruction in this new Scheme ?

- The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

. 14. (a)—There have been three special posts in the Assam Educational
Service. The last Ministry decided that the post of Inspectors should also be
f:onSu:lercd special in view of their importance and responsibility, and have
increased the special posts from three to five. The posts will be filled by suitable
Officers of Class I according to seniority and merit.

(b)—No enhanced pay hasbeen granted. The scale was created in
1942 for Officers of the Assam Educational Service holding this
post. ‘

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GU : impr
the conditions of lower grade teachers ? ek e
o 'Il;he Hon’ble Srijut.. QC_)PINATH BARDOLOI: I would like the hon.
- :.the fsl: to be more explicit in reference to what he means by lower grade

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA - The question is to improve
the condition of the Assam Educational Service-men. Now there are also sr():hool
teaEhc?rs apd other teachers ; without improving their condit,ions how tI;c Govern-
ment is going to improve the coaditions of those who are highly Jsalaried ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: In the first niace. the
reply 1is that this was the palicy of the last Government and I should Ihavc "been
tg}!ad lo reply todlhc holn. I\{emb}er il he would have been more explicit because

1ere are secondary school teacher i p : 2
teachers also in otli:r servictc’s.c s e R Yo i

Babu PURNENDU KiSHORE SEN GUPTA: Will Gover
see to improve the conditions of other school teachers ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The question is in reference

to Educational Service but my Friend probably means to improve the School
Service. )

nment please
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Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY : May we know whether Govern-
ment intends to give effect to the Resolution that was published in the Assam
Gazelle ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQOI: That is under the con-
sideration of Government.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Is dearness allowance also
included in this ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: T don’t think dearncss

allowance is included in this.

Temporary posts in the Assam Civil Service
Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR asked :

T*15. Will the Hon’ble Minister in-charge be pleased to state—

(a) The total number of temporary posts in the Assam Civil Service
with a tabular statement of additioral work to justify the continu-
ance of the said posts for the year preceding the creation of the
said posts and that of the year 1945 ?

(b) Whether the Commissioner even in his in:pection made a compara-
tive study of the said figures ?

(¢) The work at present done by the holders of additional listed
posts ? |

(d) The names of the present incumbents of these additional listed
posts and their present - officiating pay and their substantive
grade pay ?

(e) At whose initiative these additional listed posts were created and
the reasons for their creations ?

(f) Whether Government ever tried to retrench an

(¢) Whether such work could not be done
rienced officers of the Assam Civil Service especially cmpowcrcd ?

(h) Whether the Government propose to call for a report from,all

District Officers and the Commissioner on the points raise
in the above Questions ?

y such posts ?
by senior and expe-

‘The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

. 15. (@)—The total number of temporary posts is at present thirty. The
majority of these posts were intended to meet . the expansion of ordinary work
pending resumption of regular recruitment and fixation of the future cadre. A
list is given of the principal items of additional war-time work, but this is not
capable of reduction to a statistical table, and the volume and intensity of such
work varies from time to time and from district to district :

Operation of war-time control orders.
Price control.
Procurement.

Ratidning and distribution of imported foodstuffs and consumers’ goods.”

Distribution of Standard Cloth, and operation of textile controls.

Recruitment. :

Civil-military relations and. aid to the Armed Forces, e.g., for local
purchases. ¥

Welfare of soldiers.

Assistance to evacuees.

TThe Question was put by Maulavi Abdul Bar1 Chaudhury on authorisation as the
Questioner was absent.
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Requisitioning and de-requisitioning.

Salvage.

Rates and Wages Boards.

Special campaigns, e.g., Grow-More-Food, Savings.

Colonization and land settlement.

Security of communications.

Workmen’s compensation in relation te large new labour iorces.

Kerosene rationing.

(b)—VYes, he has frequently inspected Deputy Commissioner’s ¢“War
Branches”, and commented on the great volume and variety of work entailed.

(¢)—The hon. Member presumably alludes to the officers who as
yet have not been appointed to listed posts, but hold temporary posts on the time-
scale of the Indian Civil Service. All but two are discharging part of the duties of
Deputy Commissioners and so relieving the latter of part of their increased work
and responsibility. One 1s engaged on a special enquiry on the Sales: Tax and
holds the post of Assistant Commissioner of Agricultural Income-tax, and one has
been re employed for a short period as Excise Commissioner.

(d)—The information is laid on the table. ;

(e)—The purpose of the poste of Additional Deputy Commissioner was to
relieve the Deputy Commissioners of part of a burden which had become impossi-
ble for one man to fulfil. The need was pressed by the Commissioner and also
by Secretaries in the Departments, who found that due attention could not be
secured for the requirements of their business. !

(f)—Yes, on several occasions temporary posts of Additional Deputy
Commissioner were left unfilled for a time.

(¢)—The question will be examined by this Government.

(h)—The suggestion will be borne in mind. The Government have all
questions relating to the Assam Civil Service and the character of the posts under
consideration.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May we know, Sir, why these
additional allowances are paid to them ? Do not their substantive pays sufficiently
compensate them even for their additional service 2

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : They are allowed to draw
the minimum pay of the office, and the minimum pay of the office of the Deputy
Commissioner is Rs.1,275.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Do Government propose to dis-

- continue this practice of paying additional allowances ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The matter is under the
con.mderanon of Government, Sir, and Government is already proceeding with
their reduction, as far as possible.

¢ Stijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Do Government proposc to
cffect to it during the course of this year ?

"The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Effect is being given
now, I hope.

tMaulavi ABDUL _HAMI_D: In what manner is effect being given, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Prime Minister said that they are drawing the lowést scales of the
posts they are holding. Have they revised the scales of pay of those posts ?

give

even

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The policy at present
proposed to be followed is to reduce the number of Additional Magistrates in the
districts where possible. Hon. Members have scen from “the reply given that
there is considerable work to be done in reference to control work which is existing

-in so many ways. The immediate policy of the Government shall be to do away

TSpeech not corrected.
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with the Additional Magisirates as far as possible in lighter districts, and if the

experiment proves successful—and we hope it will—it will be gradually extended
to other districts also.

1Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : What about the retention of the
Additional Superintendents of Police ?

_ The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: That Question docs not
arise. S :

TMaulavi ABDUL HAMID : What the Hon’ble Prime Minister said, Sir,
is that he is considering retrenchment, not the revision of the scales of pay to
which the Question refers.

tBabu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Will Government con-
tinue the principle of re-employing pension holders ? 1If so, why ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOTI: The general policy of
Government is not to re-employ them as far as possible. = But in some Depart-
ments where it may not be nossible to have officers, Government may have to
make exceptions. e

+Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is there any such case at present ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Well Sir, that I cannot
say now ; but we understand that in the Forest and the Public Works Depart-
ments we are short of officers, and as we have to incur large expenditure in
connection with the Post-War Reconstruction Scheme and the reports of the
Departments concerned are that we are decidedly short of experienced hands in
these Departments, the matter may have to be considered.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)
Departments of Supply, Publicity and Textile

P CHANDRA LASKAR asked : :
Gg?f%inrc 1§3§ﬁigﬁmoposc to manage the Departments of Sl_lpply, Pubhc_ity
and Textile with the help of the existing staff in the Assam Junior and Senior -
- Civil Servi ? ]
The I—llcci:’ble Mp. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE replicd: _
66.—The question of, strength of officers in the Supply Department is under
review by Government in'the light of circumstances now existing or likely to
a : s
nseﬁlagll;v?eﬁ%glﬁufeBARI CHAUDHURY :  Sir, the Quest_lqn was ‘Do Gov.
ernment propose to manage the Departments of Supply, Pub_llcny_ :a.nd Tc:xtile
with the help of the existing staf in the Assam Junior and Senior Givil Services’,
The reply has been thus—‘The question of strength of officers in the Supp}y
Department is under review by Government in the light of circumstances riow
existing or likely to arise in the near future’. a0
Do Government include the Department of Publicity under Supply Depart.
ment ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I could not follow the
Question, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Will the hon. Member please repeat hig
Question ?
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Isita fact that the answer algq
refers to Publicity Department that it is managed by the Supply Department ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I cannot follow the
hon. Member, Sir.

tSpeech not corrected
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Question is not clear to the Hon’ble
Minister. Will the hon. Member please elaborate his Question ?

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The point that has been
raised by my hon. Friend Maulavi Abdul Bari Ch.auclhury is do Govem'mf.-nt pro-
pose to manage the Department of Textile, etc., with the help of the existing staff
in the Assam Junior and Senior Civil Services, and whether the Departments,
mentioned in the Question could be managed by our Extra Assistant Commis-
sioners and Sub- Deputy Collectors ? There is no reply, whatsoever, to that.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: By the existing staff
it was not clear whether he meant strength or the cadre. May I know what was
the real intention of the Questioner ?

To he fair I must say that as the question was not very clear there was some -
loop-hole in the answer as well. - If the hon. Questioner means whether the
present strength is sufficient to manage the Department, in that case, I ‘may say
that, it is under the consideration of Government and if the intention of the

. hon. Questioner is whether this class of officers will manage the Department,
in that case, I may say that it is also under the consideration of Government.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: The Question was whether the
Supply Department, the Publicity Department and the Textile Department
could be managed with the help of the existing staff of the Assam Junior and
Senior Services ?  There has been no reply to that.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: There is no ambiguity in the Question, Sir.

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I have already replied,
Sir, that this is under the consideration of Government so far as -the Supply and
the Textile Departments are concerned. About the Publicity Department
I cannot reply. ;

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Hon’hle Minister is
cvading the reply. The point is—according to the phraseology of the Question—
whether Government propose to manage the Departments of Supply, Publicity
and Textile with the existing staff’ of the Assam Junior and Senior Civil Services,
that is, by the Sub-Deputy Collectors and the Extra Asssistant Commissioners,
No answer is given to that, The reply given is: “The question of strength
of officers of the Supply Department is under review by Government in the light
of the circumstances now existing.”” But there is no reply whatsoever, whether
these departments could be managed by the existing cadre of our Extra Assistant
Commissioners and the Sub-Deputy Collectors. 2 ] .

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1 have made that
clear, Sir. . This is also under the consideration of Government,

Report of Rice Syndicate Enquiry Committee
Professor NIBARAN CHANDRA LASKAR asked :

67. Do Government propose to alla i i ishi
: . 1 s ay the public anxiety by publist the
Rice Syndicate Enquiry Committee’s Report without any fur);herydgay 1;11ng

'I;he Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATEH MOOKER JEE replied :

ﬁl 7 .—Qoverr&mﬁnt do not pr?posg:l to publish the report as it is still under their
consideration and the question of publication will depend A
ment take on the report. pend on what steps Govern

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: The answer is i) ;
It says “Government do not propose to publish the report as i? n]ils)lg;:?lllm:m?il;:
their consideration.” This is the one part of the answer. The second part says—
¢“the question of publication will depend on what steps Government falie onythc
report ” Th]c first 1})lart_shows definitely that it will not be published. And the
second part shows that it may be published, but the publication d 5 e
factors. Will the Hon’ble Minister reconcile it ? 1 Cepenesiantig
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#The Hon’ble Mr., BAIDYANATH ' MOOKERJEE: It is quite reconci-
lable, Sir. It all depends en the action which Government will take and it is
already under the consideration of the Government and Government decided that
for the benefit of the public the reports should not be published at present. They
are not going to publish it. ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Any more supplementary Questions ?

Maulavi ABDUL BAR{ CHAUDHURY: [s it the intention of the
Hon’ble Minister that Government do not propose to publish the report at

resent ? :
" #The Hon’ble Mr BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Exactly so.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : The answer does not say so.

o Post of Assistant Inspectors of Schools
Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY asked :

68 (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state
the minimum qualification required for holding the post of an Assistant Inspector
of Schools ? 3y

() Whether itis a fact that there are officers in that service whose .
qualifications are below the minimum required ?

(¢) If so, do Government propose to replace them by taking properly,
qualified persons immediately ? f

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

68. (a)—No definite qualification is laid down for the post “of Assistant Ins-- '
pector of Schools. : : '

(b)—No. The present incumbents were sclected by the Assam  Public
Service Commission.
(¢)—Does not arise. : ‘

*Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY: Sir, may [ know
whether the qualifications of the Assistant Sub-Inspectors 'of Schools have been
accepted by Government as Matriculation plus Normal third year ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOTI: Yes, generally.

*Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY: My Question is: has
there been any departure from the accepted principle ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: To my knowledge there
hasbeen no departure. I am afraid, Sir, the hon. Member is mistaking Sub-
Inspector of Schools for Assistant Inspector of Schools. Generz_ﬂ]y, these posts
are filled up from the cadre of Deputy Inspector of Schools with past experi-
ence.

Plains Tribal Sub-Inspector of Schools

Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI a§ked:

69. (a) Is ita fact that a certain Plains Tribal M.L.A,, submitted a
representation to the Government regarding the appointment of two Plains
Tribal candidates as Sub-Inspector of Schools ?

(b) Ifso, will Government be pleased to state what action has been
taken by them on that representation ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

69. (a)—A representation submitted by the hon. Questioner  himself
recommending four Plains Tribal candidates for appointment to the post of
Sub-TInspector of Schools which fell vacant on account ‘of the resignation of
Mr. Samson Singh Engti, was only received. '

(b)-—Action is being taken for the appointment of a Plains Tribal Sub-
Inspector of Schools as soon as possible.

*Speech not corrected.
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* Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI: Sir, two posts of Svb-Inspector of Schools
have fallen vacant owing to the promotions of Mr. B. Cachari and Mr. S. Deori.
Mav I know from the Hon’ble Minister from what community these two posts
would be filled up ? ; ]

*The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOGI: T have not been able to
follow exactly what the hon. Questioner means. I'rom the reply it can be seen that
action is being taken for the appointment of a Plains Tribal Sub-Inspector of
Schools as soon as possible.

Post of a Lecturer in Civics and Economics

Srijut BIMALAPRASAD CHALIHA asked:

70. (a) Will Government be pleasel to state if the Assam Public Service
Commission invited applications by a Notification, dated the 14th September

- 1944, for the temporary post of a Lecturer in Civics and Economics ?

(b) Isit a fact that Srijut Khetradhar Barbarua, M.A., was an. applicant
for the post and possessed all the qualifications given in the Notification ?

(¢) If so, what prevented the Government from giving him the post
and what led the Commission to publish a 2nd and amended notification again
on-the 12th October, 1944 ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

70. {a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes. P

(¢)—Srijut Khetradhar Barbarua was call:cd ﬂfor an interview. He did
not appear and was not recommended by the Public Service Commission.

A sccond and amended notice was published in order to rectify the Omission
of the word “Muslim”’. which had occurred through oversight as Muslims were
also an under-represelited community.

Srijut BIMALAPRASAD CHALIHA: Is the Government sure that
Mer. Barbarua received notice calling for the interview g .

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Of course, that is not known
to me. I cannot give any off-hand reply to this Question 1 £1

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Does the Hon’ble Minister-in-
charge of Education Departinent realise that the last three lines of the reply to

Question 70 (¢) are uncalled for ?
The Hoé’gm Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I donot follow the hon.

Member, Sir. . J -
Maulavi ABDUL BARIT CHAUDHURY : * Itis quite all right, Sir, T beg
to withdraw my supplementary Question.

Number of Muslim and non-Muslim officers in the Assam Givil, Assam
Junior Civil and Assam Education Services

Maulayi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM asked:

71. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing
in tabular form the total number of Muslim and non-Muslim officers in (?) the
Assam Civil Service, (i) the Assam Junior Civil Service and (iii) the Assam
Education Service, district by district with population of each such community
in each district ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

71.—A Statement is shown below.

*8peech not corrected.
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Barlikha-Patharkandi Road

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

72. Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to improve
the Barlikha-Patharkandi Road ‘to facilitate transport of forest produce ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

72.—Not at present.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, is there any possibility of improv-
ing the Barlikha-Patharkandi Road in the near future ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I cannot say about the time
when we shall be able to do this, but at present thereis no such scheme.
‘However, we shall see what we can do in future.

Maulavi M. IDRIS ALI: Do Government realisc that this is a very
important road as agricultural products are being trausported through this
road ? :

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The question whether the

road is important or not important will be enquired into.
Number, etc., of superior posts in the Weaving Department

Maulavi ABDUL HAI asked:
73. Will the Hon’ble Ministér-in-charge of Industries be pleased to stage_

{a) The total number of supcrior posts startir}g frot“ﬂ the Weay;
Superintendent down to the Weaving Assistant in the
Department with the name, caste and creed of each of the
bents in those posts ? -

(b) Whether it is 2 fact that recently one second Supe"imendclu
of Weaving has been appqmted ? i -

(¢) Whether it is a fact that this ofﬁcc;r has nopt got the requisite Tt
cation as advertised in the A:vsarn Gazelle ? :

(d) Whether it is also a fact that in the Gazette it was mcntioned (p,,
none need apply who had not got the qualifications as mentioned
the advertisement ?. . :

(¢) If so, why this officer has been appointed

The Hor’ble Rev. J.J. M- NICHOLS-ROY replied:

ng
Weaving
Incum-

73. ia)—The information is as follows :—

Nature of Posts Name ; Caste
2 Weaving Superintendents 1. Babu Rash Behari Das .. Surma Valley yy;, d
2. Srijut Dhajendranarayan Medhi Assam Valley Schl u.
1 Industrial Publicity Maulavi Abu Syed Md. Sultan .. Suma Valley Mcdqle,
Officer. i Lhon 7 3 uslim
2 Mz tin fficer . Durganath Bordoloi .. e sam Va 1
Skeneie 2. Notg;(et filled up. lley'Hlndu.
5 Marketing Organisers 1. Maulavi Forman Ali, Barbhuyan Surma Va”ey
.2, Srijut Nabin Chandra Deuka .. Assam Valle Muglim.
3. Srijut Mukta Chand Singha .. Surma Val[ey H}Hdu,
4. Maulavi Mahibuddin Ahmed .. Assam Va) Y Hindy,
5. Babu Ramesh Chandra Chow- Surma Va“:Y I\_/Iuslim.
dhur%- $ Y Hindy,,
5 Weaving Assistants 1. Srijut Nilakanta Dutta .. Assam
g 9 Srfjut Narendranath Goswami .. Assam \X?[liﬁy Hindu,
3, Srijut Gargaram Kalita .. Assam Valle indu,
4, Srijut Surendra Chandra Dhar .. Surma Va)le indu.
5. Maulavi Mosman Ali .. Surma Valluy Hmdu_.
2 Inspectors Co-operative 1. Maulavi Golau Rasul Laskar .. Surma Vg ;y MUS]gm,
Weaving Societies, 2. Srijut Prabhat Chandra Das .. Assam va“'e; i_l-\if]l:;lnn.
u,
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b)—Yes.

(((;;)_Hc holds a diploma in Technology (Associate with the Government
Weaving Institute, Serampore).

:'d)—YCS. [ .

(e)-—He was appointed on' the recommendation of the Public Service
Commission because according to the Commission he possesses the requisite
qualificatinn.

Re: Digposal of the Session’s business by 2nd April, 1946

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, before we proceed to the. next

- item of pusiness of the Assembly, may I makea svggestion for the co-opera-
tion of Government and also of yourself to endeavour to finish the business of
the House by the 2nd April and thus save two days. The programme for the
last two days, Sir, if I may say so, is very formal and not likely to take a long
time and if we could finish on the 2nd it will mean that the Me¢mbers would be

able tolcave on thé 3rd which is a recess day instead of being detained here
‘till the 5th. &

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: So far as Government is
concerned, I think Government business will be over before the 31st March,
but there is an important Motion of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury regarding
the food situation in the Province and it will not be possible to take it up before
30th March or 2nd April. After finishing that business on. that day the House
may be prorogued on the 2nd April.

.'1I'hc Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But there is Government business on the 2nd
Apnil.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : It s very formal indeed, Sir. ;

The Hon'ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I hope it will be possible
-to finish the business by the 2nd. =

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now then what is the position ?

The Hoa’ble Srijut GOPINATH RARDOLOI : The position
shall be able to finish Government business on the 2nd. Ifitc
within the scheduled time on the 2nd, it may entail just half-
beyond the cheduled time on that day.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T think the hon. Members will
to sit a little longer on the 2nd of April by an hour, if necessary,
finish the business on that date. If that is agreed upon it will not
carry on till the 4th. ;

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The 2nd of Aneie
Government day and unless the Leader of the House agrees to ha pril 1s a
-business after the Government business is finished, we of this side of Vi Private
cannot agrce. My hon. Friend says that Government business on th lzc [—Ious.c
is very formal and could be finished within half-an-hour and if the rest ef ad April
can be devoted to non-official business, we can possibly agree. to thi O the Bme
for we may }%‘EI‘:’]{?'{?{E‘%}(}:{‘HMM Motions on that day. 1S suggestion,

Mr A. ; : Is ther i !

Mobday ? | e any Motion on the 1st of April which is a

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Yes. I find from the time.
of March is a Saturday, and is for Private Business asdtu:s t?}ll)lc that the 30th
(Monday) we have got Government business as well as a I\fi Ist of April
Motions may come on the 30th March. Otion. . So the

Then again, I think that although it is said that i
of April is more or less formal it allt:'thcnds upon the IEBS, bﬂlsmess on:hg g

3 Aember ause
on formal Motions even debates can be and sometimes are Carrii’d li)c:]:, 1;;1.

is that we
annot be finished
an-hour’s sitting

be agreeable
so that we may
be Necessary to
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dilatory purpose. Our experience the other day was that we had to sit till
6 p. m.; so we had better wait till the 2nd and see how matters shape. 1 think,
hon. Members will extend their co-operation towards finishing the business on the
2nd.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;" If possible on the 2nd
after Government business is finished, private Members business may be taken up.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I have already said, Sir,
that Government business can be carried on and finished on the 2nd April.
With the co-operation of the House, it can be done expeditiously, but otherwise
the whole day may be taken. In that case the hon. Leader of the Opposition
shall have to forego item No. 7 of the programme. . : .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is, if time permits.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: We can have no objection
to carry on private Member’s business after Government business is finisheg.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Thank you, Sir. Fro

Demands for Grants
GRANT No. 3.

(8.—ProviNciAL Excise)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On the recommendation of Fqjg
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, toimovc_that a sum
Rs. 4,77,600 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
payment during the year ending.on the 31st March 1947 for the
of the head “8.—Provincial Excise”. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,77,600 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year Cndlng on the 3]g
March 1947 for the administration of the head ‘g.—Provincial Excise’ .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We have here half an hour fygp, the
Question hour and for this grant we have fifteen minutes agl?;ted. How doeg the
hon. Leader of the Opposition propose to distribute this all and hou; » G
grant No. 17 we have got 66 Cut Motions and the témeGa Oztle\l 1S _one hoyr.
Under Agriculture we have got 22 Cut Motions. Un eé rca\;n 0. 12.—Jailq and
Convict Settlement—there are 3 Cut Motions. Under hr?fm No. 25"‘Givi]
Works—we have got 15 Cut Motions. Should we allot this half an hour ¢, e
cation. (Voices—Yes.) 1 find und:r?thls grant, Cut Motion No. three j an
omnibus one. Do we take up No. 3 %

Maulavi AIIS)DUL BARI %HAUDHURY ;. Yes, Sir. I beg to m
the total provifion ot Rs. 4,77,600 under grant No. 3, Major hf_:ad___ 8—p
Excise, at page 34 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, that is the ,
the whole grant Rs. 4,77,600 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

By this Cut Motion I want to raise a discussion about the Excise policy . of
the Government. X : Y-o

Sir, the Excise Budget has been the heaviest for the last few Years, q
total expenditure under this head in the current year—is in the neighbgy, : ur
of Rs. 3,78,000. But for the next financial year we have provided Rs, 35 2r :)ood
Sir, from the Budget Memorandum and also from the Explanatory thf.:s ; 90.
not find sufficient justification for this hgavy increase of our expendipy,,. do_
course, the strength of our district establishment has been increaseq ’dndC' (_)f
sum has also been provided for giving dearness allowance and honopgp, . big
officers. But these factors also do not account for the heavy rise in eXpendi

Coming to the policy itself T will take up first the question of Ao lture.
This question has been the burning topic for all these years. Under 1bition.

! < wir ) ' flinrs
Autonomy when Government began functioning, this question attrart;{n?xﬁl

not exceeding
the course of
administration

ove that
TOvincjal
Mount of
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attention. The Government then wanted to deal with the menace of drug habit
on a sliding scale. In the year 1939 when the Congress-Coalition Ministry was
functioning they adopted the policy of total prohibition. A bLig sum was spent
on propaganda and for dealing with the addicts. But, Sir, in the year 1946 we
find that the same habit of opium smoking prevails throughout the Province.
The scheme of total prohibition has totally failed. . We lend our whole-hearted
co-operation in eradicating this menace of opium habit. But the process in
which they wanted to achieve this object has not been satisfactory and could
not lead to snccess. Sir, during the last two years when a great number of
labour population had to be imported from outside, opium habit got an addi-
tional impetus. These people mostly addicted to this habit spread corruption
amongst the indigenous population. At the present moment we find that
smuggling is going on, on a very large scale. Though we have raised the
expenditure by a lakh ofrupces, still we are not finding ourselves equal to the
task of checking smuggling. Sir, I do feel that our supervision should be more
strict and more vigorous. : :

As regards country spirit, first of all, I am reminded of the Assam Distillery.
In the past years the Assam Distillery has proved to be a spoilt child. In the year

- 1942 when this distillery was established and Government agreed to lose lakhs of
rupees, not by way of sub-vention but by way of profit, we thought that in the
near future the distillery will be able to mect our needs. But at the present day
this distillery has not been able to meet our demand. Even now we have to rely
on Bihar for our supply. Sir, of late the Government of Bihar has imposed a cess
on the export of country spirit and this has increased our burden. My submission
is that utmost stress must be laid on the Assam Distillery, either they must work to
meet our needs or vacate. Sir, during the war period they did not indulge them-
selves in meeting the neceds of the Province, rather they were after profitcering and
in fermenting country-made foreign liquor. I think, Sir, stricter supervision is
also necessary in this direction.

As regards the consumption of hemp in the Province, in the current ve
the duty on this drug has been reduced and also the retail price lowered ’T']:u:’
will encourage greater number of persons taking to this drug which is'n g 1is
all healthy for the human beings. Sir, the step taken by Coyertiion: ot at
bring an additional income but certainly-it will not contribute to the heal .}ma};_
the peop'e of the Province. ' tae

With these waords, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the
House.

The Hou’ble the SPEAKER :. Cut Motion moved :

“That the total provision of Rs. 4,77,600 under Grant No. 3 Maior
8.—Provincial Excise, at page 34 of the Budgct, be reduced by Iig lgjol‘head__
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 4,77,600 do stand reduced by Rw. 1 0, tgs the

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : N\, S o0 :
there is a Cut *Motion standing in my name on which I Want to. Speaker, Sir,
in support of the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend Maulqu-ay something
Chaudhury. My Motion intends to raise a discussion about the avi Abdu_l Bari
hemp in the Province. ' Consumption of

Sir, at page 16 of the Memorandum on the Byde ; :
Government of Assam for the year 1916-47, we find 2 noll‘ietmES]tlmates of the.
“Ihe incrcase both in the revised and the Budget ig te effect that

: Uc to anticipated

—‘_-—_'—‘——_'._‘_‘____—‘
*Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED.CHOWDRY to move :—
_ That the provision of Rs. 38,290 under Grant No, 3, Maio.r head
Minor head—A.—Superintendence (total), at page 35 of the Budget, b —8.—Provincial Excise,
tlie amount of the whole grant of Rs. 4,77,600 do stand reduced by ’Rsc]l educed by Rs. 100, i.e.
(To raise a discussion about the consumption of hemp in the Pl‘oviac‘?j
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increase in consumption as a result of a reduction in_ the retail price and duty
on ganja from 1st July 1945.” It appears, Sir, that the duty on ganja which is
being imported into Assam has been reduced and the retail price also has been
reduced, which goes to show that the price of ganja has been considerably
reduced. Itis well-known that ganja is imported from outside and such a
reduction in duty will surely encourage consumption of ganja in the Province and
the Government anticipate in their Budget Estimates a higher income on hemp
and other drugs as a result of the reduction in the duty. It is well-known,
Sir, that persons who take large quantities of ganja, arc led to insanity. Do
Governmient propose, Sir, that by reducing the duty on ganja they should
increase the number of insane people in the Province.? Sir, we, the Muslims
want that the consumption of ganja and other intoxicating drugs should be put
a stop to at once. By reduction of duty and the retail price of ganja and other
drugs the Government may have an increased income but  the money so raised
will be tainted money and no civilised Government can indulge in such income.
I, therefore, suggest, Sir, that this consumption of ganja and other drugs should
be stopped forthwith ; and with these words, Sir, I support the Motion moved
by my hon. Friend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.

The Hon’ble, Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Mr Speaker, Sir the hon. Mover
of this Cut Motion has drawn my attention to the fact that the Government have
added to the expenditure in the administrative side of the Department.  Sir, thig
has to be done in order to achieve the cherished object of the prohibition scheme,
The prohibition scheme was started by the Congress-Coalition Cabinet anq at
that time there was co-operation from the public. But, Sir, unl‘ortunate]y Co-
operation of the public gradually disappeared al?d duc‘to the abnormal con-
dition of war and the influx of forcigners of various nationalities, smugeling of
opium increased. In order to check this increase of opium smuggling anq to
achieve the cherished object of prohibition scheme, Government had to 5qq
to the expenditure in the item of administration, as in the opinion of Goveyy.
ment, no sacrifice can be considered as too great considering the baneful effucy
of opium eating habit. My Friend has said that the prohibition scheme L
yet achieved the object. Thisis true. This is so, because of the lack
operation from the public, because of the ab;_mrmal circumstances of w
because of the influx of foreigners of " various nationalities Whmh_
increased smuggling of opium. But, Sir, war is over and _chcrnmel}t is
to have more energetic drive with public co-operation against smugg‘img
remove the opium eating habit of the people of Assam.

*Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: What
about the taking of ganja habit, Sir ? :

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir. one hon. Member has referred
to habit of ganja smoking. We have not yet decided what to do with this,

*Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : Sir, whether it is had
or good ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir, we will examine the

as not
of co-
ar and
ICCI to
going
and tq

: : R : Ugoes.
tion of the hon. Member and after proper examination we wnll' take oyy lirﬁ:gesf
action but hefore examination I cannot commit anything. _ With this .assuremcD
Sir, I hope the hon. Mover will'kindly withdraw his Motion. =

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member
*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :
Minister I do not like to press my Motion, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of (), H
to withdraw his Motion ? . B

press his Motion»
After hearing the Hc;n’ble

*Speech not cortected. R
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The Motion was, by the leave of the House, withdrawn
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am now putting the main Demand. The-
question is :— -
¢“That a sum not exceeding Rs.4,77,600 be granted tc defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
3 9

March, 1647 for the administration of the head ‘6.—Provincial Excise’. :
The question was adopted.

GRANT No.17.
(37.—EDUCATION OTHER THAN EUROPEAN)

The Hon'ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLO!I: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move thata sum not
exceeding Rs.59,93,900 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1947 for the admi-
nistration of the head ““37.—Education other than European®.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : * Motion moved :

«“That a sum not exceeding Rs.59,93,900 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3]st
March 1947 for the administration of the head -37.—Education other than

2 3

European’.

There are 66 Cut Motions and we have hardly 85 minutes.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : One and
half hour, Sir. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No, we have already encroached 5 minutes

I think I should call upon hen Maulavi Dewan Abdul Basith to moye
Motion No.65 which seeks to raise a discussion about the educational policy of
Government. Time permitting, as many hon. Members as are willing to take
part in the discussion will be able to do so. Otherwise if individual Members
want to move their Motions separately there will be no_time.

*Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURT : [ yap,
to move my Cut Motion No. 4, to raise a discussion about the unwarranted expul-
sion of three Muslim students of the Brindaban Collcge. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member can raise that point i
course of his speech and the Hon’ble Minister can rcpl}’- e
I would now call upon Maulavi Dewan Abdul Basith to move his Motjor,

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH : = Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to movye ih
the total provision of Rs. 59,93,900 under Grant No. 17, Major heaq —37 %
Education, at page 84 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amotint e
the whole grant of Rs.59,93,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100. This o nb of
moved, Sir, to raise a discussion about the educational policy of the Goyep s been

There are two more Motions in my  hame, one is to raise g d}lmeqt_
for introducing free and compulsory primary education, and the other ¢ 1scussion
the pay of Lower Primary School teachers. I will try to discuss all thes ‘0 1ncrease

Sir, the present educational policy of the Government is dCfectﬂiL points,
The Government is paying more money for higher education than f ve in jtself.
education. To me, Sir, and I think to all right-thinking men, it is a Or primary
Government should give more attention and spend more mone prarem_ ek
education than for secondary or higher education. Conditionsy DIy
the primary stage of education of this Province is alarming and lu%lzcvaﬂmg i
the Primary Schools we entrust the education of wur children to tefxchitcrl;ous'h -
initial pay is only Rs. 12 per mensem. We pay Rs.25 or Rs.30 Tt hgu:;'hgfg
servant and even to a Chaprashi in a Government office, but we pay Rs.12 to

* Speech not corrected.
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a teacher who is entrusted with the sacred duty of educating our children, the
future citizens of the Province. « Sir, the last Assembly in the November session
of 1944 passed a Motion fixing Rs 40 as the minimum pay of the Lower Primary
School teachers, but for reasons best known to the Education Department that
Motion has not been given effect. to. The Lower Primary School teachers,
I am told, are paid a dearness allowance raising their pay up to Rs.20. I do
not know what will be the fate of these poor and ill-paid Lower Primary teachers
now, when the guestion of dearness allowance may be reviewed considering the
present situation. Sir, I think the first thing that should receive the hest
consideration of the present Government is the primary education in this Pro-
vince. Sir, I think it is imperative to mtr(_)duce fre¢ and compulsory primary
education in the Province. We, the inhabitants ‘of ‘the Province, won’t grudge
even to pay an education cess if the Government is reafly not in a position to
provide necessary funds for this purpose. ~What we want is proper education
for our children. Sir, Rs.40 per mensem is not at all sufficient for a well-trajned
Lower Primary School teacher when we considef the pay and status of Lower
Primary School teachers in other free countries. But to start with, T thigk we may
accept Rs. 40 as the minimum pay of Lower Primary School teachers. Along with
this increase of pay there should be a scale of pay for them. Also necessary
arrangement should be made for training of these tcachcr‘s SO that we may get the
best type of teachers. The whole system needs reorgamsation. I urge upon the
Government to introduce free and compulsory primary education in the Province,
without further delay. As for higher education, Sir, I think it is desirable apg in
the best interest of the people of the Province to utilise resources of Government
first for primary education than for secondary and higher  education which
to a certain extent may be left to private centerprise. . We are told—of
course this is a rumour—that the Government is going to establish the Assam
University at Gauhati. Incidentally I may mention that WE  want the
establishment of a University in Assam. But at present without making necegsa
arrangement for primary education we think it will be a luxury to establish o
University in the Province. Moreover the question of sxtef Ofl the ‘Niversity s
a puzzling and vexatious question for all of us. Before finally dqclding about
theliteiot the University. I Hope Government will take into COI]Sld.
impartial report of Mr. Cunningham, ex-Director _ofPubhzllnstructlc_m, Assam,
and also the opinion of the Surma Valley public regarding the sitq of the
Umv{i{fﬂt}f ;:hcse few words, I commend my Motion for the consideratigp

se. :
HUU The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved.

““That the total provision of Rs. 59,93,900 under Grant No.17, Major head—
37.—Education, at page 84 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.c., the Amount
of the whole grant of Rs. 59,93,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

Maulavi Dewan TAIMUR RAZA CHOUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, ;. -
other country in the world the people are so illxtfaratc asin India. Q y"zm no
cent. of the population, I speak subject to correction, know just how ¢ read i
write. . The British Government during their rule of 150 years coulq e ; and
jlliteracy. This is no credit for them. Itis no good to _accuse the Britis}fnlovc
vernment for their appalling indifference towards primary education QO—
Reforms came in 1937 and since then the Government have remained. 'I_he
short intervals, in the hands of the Indians. Have the popular Governn-mht: with
any gesture for introducing compulsory primary education and e shown
the lot of the poor masses ? The peasantry forms the backborie of the !mprove
put alas ! what is their position ? Ill-fed and ill-clad, as they  are Clountry_',
none to lonk after them. The whole country is eager to attajn ind«"p;nlfj:c ;s

FLAT *nce,

But pray, do you want to achieve and maintain independence wit, A rset it
set 0

€ration the

of the
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illitéerate and famished people who  do- not even understand the meaning of
independence. If the Government are  really sincere in their profession of
doing good to the poor villagers, let them introduce free compulsory primary
education at once.

Sir, in this conncction I think the grievances of the poor Lower Primary
schoo! teachers are too well-known to the Government. This matter has been
sufficiently discussed in the House. I would urge upon the Government to take
up their cause and raise their pay to Rs. 40 per month, as decided by the
House in November 1944. ‘

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion. :

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE "AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the present
world isa world of competition and so the progressin education of the coun-
try must get first consideraticn if that nation is to take part in world com-
petition. We expected to get something new, something extraordinary in the
hands of the present Government, I mean the Congress Government, who
claim to be very popular with cezard to their sympathy towards the mass people
" of the country. But unfortunately we are simply disappointed to see our so-
called popular Government allotting the same figure for education in the pre-
sent Budget, as the previous Governments did for the previous years. No
additional provision has been made for the spread of" primary- education, no
attempt has been made to improve the deplorable economic position of our
Lower Primary school teachers. Nothing has been done to raise the status of the
ever neglected teaching staff of the aided Secondary Schools.

Sir, spread of education is a crying demand of our Province. But our
Government do not seem to be very carnest in encouraging mass education.
The- poor Primary School teachers who have been enErUSl":ed to give shape to
the life of our children are finding it difficult to maintain thcms'elves with the
poor salary they- get. The last Assembly, as my hon. Friend, Dewan
Abdul Basith has mentioned, realising the woeful g_nhght of t_he poor teachers,
unanimously adopted a Motion on the floor of this House in 1944 to rajse
the pay of the Lower Primary school teachers to Rs. 40 per month. Sir, is it
not the duty of the present Government to respect the unanimous opinion of
the last  Assembly specially when many of the supporters of the said
Motion, are fortuna‘e enough to be the Members of the present Cabinct ? I
urge upon ths Government to do something immediately to 1mprove the con-
dition of the Lower Primary school teachers.

Sir, now I take up the cause of the teachers of Government and Local
Board aided Secondary Schools. They are the worst sufferers in Fhe whole
Education Department with the same qualifications and same training. The
teachers of Government High Schools get a far greater amount of salary with
privileges of pension, etc., than the teachers of the aided High schools? Are
the Government school teachers cxpected to give better training to our children
for the greater pay and facilities they get ? I do not think so. In my opinion
the teachers of the aided schools must be equally treated with those of
Government schools. May I hope thatin order to do away with this unequal
treatment Government will see their way in the ncar future either to proyvin-
cialise all the schools of the Province or d:provincialise thf}m so that all the
teachers of equal qualifications may be equally treated and given equal footing
and status. s :

Sir, the Muss Literacy Campaign, in my opinion, has proved to bs a total
failure, The Campaign was started on the 11th Bc;itemhnr 1941, T think Govern-
inent have not been able to train as many adults throughout the whole Province
to sign their own names as the thousands of rupees they have spent for the
purpose, for the last 4 yrars. For better utilisation of Governnient money, Sir,
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I propose that the Mass Literacy Campaign should be discontinued forthwith
and the entire amount allotted to this item be spent for taking up more Pri-
mary Schools all over the Province.

Sir, I shall be failing in my duty if I omit to mention here, in
this House, some immediate need of my own Subdivision. Sunamganj is the
most backward subdivision in the Province so much so that my constituency
consisting of 4 thanas out of the 8 in the subdivision has not got a single
High School. There are only 2 Middle English Schools and three
Junior Madrasas in an area of about 1,000 square miles The conditions of these
institutions are also very tottering owing.to want of funds. May I appeal to
the Hon’ble Education Minister to take interest in the welfare of the people of
my constitutency and provide greater amount of grant-in-aid to the schools
of this constituency ?

Sir, the Muslim students of the Sunamganj Government High School find it
very difficult to live in the town for want of adcquate accommodation in the
Muslim hostel. I request the Government to take immediate steps to extend the
hostel building for adequate accommodation of the Muslim students.

Last of all, Sir, I may point out that owing to bad coqm.lunicatinn as well
as 4 vast area of the subdivision, covering 1,453 square miles it is very difficult for
three Sub-Inspectors of Schools, to properly supervise and inspect all the Primary
Schools of the subdivision. This question was several times brought to the notice
of the Department and also discussed on the floor of this House. I may once
again request the Hon’ble Education Minister to appoint another Sub-Inspec-
tor for my subdivision so that all the Primary Schools may .bc properly super-
vised in future. With these words, Sir, I support the Motion.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: | Mr,
Speaker, Sir, I want to raise a discussion about the expulsion of three. Mus.
lim students of the Brindaban College, Habiganj with a saduhcant.Sady hitsuly
because the brilliant ° careers of three of the Muslim students have been
ruined, secondly because the management of the College which is so dear
to us and the leadership outside have gone bankrupt and thirdly because the
Congress Ministry headed by the Hon’ble and respected Mr Bardoloi and joined
by no less respected Mr. Basanta Kumar Das has been callous and indifferent
to what has happened in the College. Sir, on th_c 4th February, 1946 a mee-
ting of the College Union was held in order to give farewell to the 2nd and
4th year students of the Brindaban College.  In that meeting a protest
was raised by the Muslim students saying that unless the question of spending
money from the Union fund for a theatrical performance - that was to be staged
along with the Saraswati Puja was not droppcd they would not take part in that
farewell meeting. The reply came from the Hindu students that they were not
going to stage that theatrical performance on account of the Saraswati Puja
but it will be done in honour of the farewell of the 2nd and the 4th year
students. The Muslim students agreed to that and said that the theatrical
performance should not be staged during the Pujas but it may be done after a
week. Then alt rcation between the boys took place and {rom words they came
to blows. There was a complete melee for sometime.  After a while the Muys-
lim and Hindu boys separated and they began throwing brickbats to one another
The litigant public on hearing the row thronged from the mearabout Criminal
and Civil courts. The Subdivisional Officer and the Subdivisional Police Officer
also hurried to the place of occurrence and after some time with difficulty could
bring the situation under control. In that melee, Sir, while brickbats were thrown
the report _is that some of the Hindu girl students who attended the mt‘.eling’
received minor injuries. It was quite natural that feelings would be roused as
the girls were seen with bruises.

al
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The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw
your attention to one thing ? The facts which my hon. Friend, Maulavi Ml}dé}b-
bir Hussain Chaudhury, is placing before the House are really sub judice.
He has made a reference to me and I shall have to say what I know. But I
feel that it is necessary now for me to draw your attention, Sir, that all these
facts are really sub judice. Some persons have been hauled up on the facts which
he has stated and if they are to be discussed, I submit, Sir, that
would be asking the House to pre-judge facts and to impede the course
of justice. :

* The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I hope the hon. Member will not mention
matters which are sub judice. .

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: My infor-
‘mation is that an enquiry is going on. It is not a judicial enquiry. So
the matter. is not sub-judice A = :

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Itis a judicial enquiry, Sir. -
It has been held in this House before that facts under police investigation are
to be considered sub judice as on the result of the investigation judicial action
can be taken. If the police files a final Report the party against whom the
Report will be *filed will have the right to ask for a judicial enquiry before a
court and if the police files a charge sheet the facts come lchorg the court
at the instance of the police. So in either view the facts are sub judice. 1 think
there is a precedent of this House and also a precedent of the Indian
Legislative Assembly to that effect. !

: Khan Sahib M}:;.ulavi MUDABBIR 1USSAIN.CHAUDHURI: Even if,
it be so, as stated by Hon’ble Mr. B. K. Das, my complaint is against the
decision of the Governing Body and I think it is not the subject matter of
police enquiry.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Please confine to that.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: In that tense
atmosphere, Sir, the Governing Body of the college sat. The Vice-Principal who
presided over the meeting of the College Union submitted an exparte report to
the Governing Body throwing all the blames on the Muslim students. The
Governing Body found that it was very difficult to punish all the Muslim
boys. They devised a strange means and selected three names for punishment.
The Mushms representatives in the said Governing Body consisted of two mem.
bers one being hon. Khan Sahib Nurul Hossain. He was present, but as his
nephew was one of the culprits he like a gentleman kept silent and did not take
much part in the deliberations. Another Mauslim mcmbe:r, ‘Maulavi Abdur
Rahman, perhaps could do no better as another of _t}}e culprits came from the
same quarters from which he comes. The Subdivisional Officer who presided
over the meeting, bearing a Muslim name, had to fight against complexes and
tactfully allowed the feelings to have upper hands. The result was that the two
boys were given punishment provided under the rules with expulsion for life and
another boy was rusticated for 32 days.

The matter did not end at that, Ejehars from both sides have been lodged
with the Police and the boys who should have the highest regard for truth are
now compelled to act as fathers of lies......

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Sir, the facts are inter-
mixed and so the decision of the Governing Body should not be discussed on the
floor of this House. The facts on which the decision of the Governing Body is
based are also to be investigated into by a court of justice.

*Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T hope the hon. Member knows the principle
and procedure followed in this House in'this respect very well and I request him
to confine his remarks to matters which are not sub judice.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: But I wish to- ask the hon.
Member through you to tell the House if he knows what the other version
of the occurrence is that has been supplied by the Subdivisional Officer who is a
Muslim officer.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member may go on please.

Kbhan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Now, Sir,
let us see how far the punishment meted oul to the boys are justified under the
circumstances, even taking for the sake of argument, that the Muslim boys had
done some excesses. Was there any moral turpitude for which the highest penalty
provided under rules should be applied ? For some excesses should the life of
these three boys be allowed to be ruined ? Should they not be allowed. to lead
an honorabie life in the society and be good and useful citizens ? ;

Secondly, Sir, admitting that all the Muslim boys combined and wanted not
to allow the Union money to be spent over a theatrical performance in connection
with the Puja ; admitting that they demanded a decision on that®oint at a meet- -
ing called for a different purpose over which the Vice-Principal of the College
presided. If the Vice-Principal had used a lictle tact a little fore sight, I think,
Sir, he could have averted the incident by calling the boys outside and sending
them to the Principal or referring the matter to an arbitrator. In my opinion,
Sir, the Vice-Principal has failed in his duty miserably.

Thirdly, Sir, even going to the root of the matter.......,.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Was not the Vice-Principal in the
meeting himself ?

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: He may
be present ; but to my information, none of the Professors were assaulted .
(At this time there were interruptions from the Government Benches). You wil]
have your say in time. Please wait and let me finish my say. (Voices: Address
the Speaker, please.) I am not giving way, Sir. Then, if we go deep down
and if we see things at the root the trouble arose out of two idiologies, namely
Pakistan and Hindustan, undivided or devided India. In that sitting too, the b”)'s’
b_oth Hindu and Muslim, were victims of a roused feeling, or I may  say, ;{
arrcumstance, not of their own creation and over which they had no contpol.
So, the punishment given tc the boys is unwarranted and unjustified as the decision
was not taken in a sober mood. ‘

Now, Sir, T have stated before the House the reasons for which I consider
the punishment given to the boys to be unwarranted in any view of the incident
As the three Muslim boys were punished the Congress Government OE‘
Hon’ble Mr. Bardoloi could conveniently slecp over it without making any enquiry
into the matter. I have nothing to say against Assam Valley Ministers
Their indifference is somewhat excusable. But the case of Surma Valley Mini;;
ters is different especially Hon’ble Mr. Mukerjee who has a big landed Property :1t
Habiganj, could not make time to go there and see things for himself, ik 145
sure, will go at the time of rent realisation.

As for Hon’ble Mr. Ahdul Matlib Mazumdar and other Surma Valley
Ministers and his  two othar Colleagues, hon. Maulavi Abdur Rashid and hoﬁ}
Maulavi Md. Tbrahim Chatuli all of them I know fought the election on Jm’niaé
ticket of course helped by Congress money and its sypport. They I think on that
account have not lost all their sympathy for their co-relizionists especially  the
Muslim boys.

With these few words, Sir, T appeal to_ the Hoa’ble Prime Minister ang his
Colleagues to see that the wrong done to these three unfortunate hoys is rectified.,
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Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Ona point of information, Sir. The
incident tock place on the 4th February 1946, when the hon. Member himself
was continuing as a Minister. May we know whether he found any time to go
over there personally ?

*Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Most pro-
bably on the 31st, January—I do not remember exactly—we resigned and we were
asked by His Excellency to carry on. So, we had no time to go there. (L wghter.)

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Now, Sir, I am really
surprised that my hon Friend, Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain
Chaudhuri, thought it necessary to bring this matter up for discussion on the floor
of this House. Asis now very clear, the incident, which has given rise to this
complaint, took place when he was one of the Members of the Council of
Mini ters in this Province. That Council of Ministers resigned their office some
days after this occurrence and ifreally he felt that there was something done
wrongly by anybody at Habiganj in connection with this matter he ought to have
taken it up then.

*K han Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: By way of

“personal explanation, Sir. The probability was that the Hon’ble Prime Minister
would take over charge of the new Ministry from the 1st of February, 1946,
We submitted our resignation on the 31st January. : !

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Now, Sir, with regard to the
question as to how the occurrence took place, I may tell the hon. House that
on the day on which the occurrence took place at Habiganj, I was at Sylhet. A
teleeram came to us to the effect that a regrettable occurrence like that }az&ppened
at Habiganj. On the following morning we rang up the Deputy Commissione: to
ascertain whether he got any information about that. : He mforrqed us that he
had got information and that We was deputing the ‘Supel‘mtﬂndcnﬁ of Police to the
p]acé of occurrence at once. He further informed us that he hnrn‘sglf would he
proceeding to Habiganj . and as a matter of fact he went there.  The report that
we have got from the Subdivisional Officer goes to show that what was done by
the Muslim students was in pursuance of a pre-meditated arrangement.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Was this a pre-meditated arrangement, Siy ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Yes, thatis the report of the
Subdivisional Officer, who is a Muslim gentleman. =

The claim of the Muslim students was that no Union Fund should pe
employed in giving farewell to the 2nd year and the 4th year s?t_udents.. - When the

_mecting was being held in the College premises and was being pr‘CSLdCd over by
the Vice Principal some Muslim students 1n order to press that claim went to the
place of the meeting and asked them to stop the meeting on Ehe ground that the

lollege Union Fund was being spent for the purpose The Vlce-Principal
explained to them that no money of the Union Fund would be spent for that
purpose ; he assured them that if any money was spent for that purpose he would

" sece that the money was refunded. But they were not satisfied with that assurance

{rom the Vice Principal and forthwith they began to beat the students and other

persons present. Even a Professor was also beaten. They gave a signal and
when that signal was given some villagers also came into the scene and began to
beat the students and threw brick-bats and as a result of which even some lady
students were injured. In no time a huge number of soine 500 to 800 people
gathered together and demolished the structure that was built for the Swaraswati

Puja and several persons were injur d. That is the story, Sir, which was supplied

by the Subdivisional Officer at Habiganj.
Sir, at the very outset T fried to draw attention of the House to the fact that
such a matter should not be allowed to be discussed on the floor of the House.

e e e e P

JFSpeech not corrected,
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We do not know whether the report of the Subdivisional Officer is true or the
information that has been given now is true. Having regard to that I think it
would have been proper for my hon. Friend not to bring up this matter before the
House at this stage.

Then, Sir, as regards the expulsion of the students, I do not know why this
matter should be discussed here. They have got their right to take up this matter
with the University and the University will certainly deal with this matter ; they
will judge whether the Governing Body was justified or not in expelling the
students. When they have got their remedy there I do not know why this matter
has been brought up here to be discussed by the hon. Members.

Sir, I do not like to place before the House full facts now, but I have only
said so much as to show that Government have got a different version of the
whole incident in question, the consideration of which will soon come up bzfore a
Court of Law.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am really sorry to observe
that since the assumption of office the Congress Party is emulating the burcaucracy
so far as their mentality is concerned. Our youths might have done something
under the spur of emotion, but...... ol

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : If the hon. Member is going to speak on this
subject, I think, I would better request him not to be very lengthy, because time
is very limited. The hon. Members have heard both mflcs of the story and
we have got other very important matters coming under this head to be discussed
and I would request him not to take much time of the House.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: I think, Sir, the hon.
Member who is speaking now was once a Minister m-charge of Education in this
Province and I would like to know what advice he would give to the students with
regard to this matter of expulsion. : .

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: I am just coming to that. I will be very brief, Sir,

I am sorry to find that my hon. F riend has suggested that the students shoul
go to the University. But, Sir, have not the Qovernment some control over
our aided schools ?  Certainly we have and certaml_y we can see that the lives of
these boys are not spoilt. It was said that my hon. Friend on my left was contining
as a member of the Council of Minister wh :n the occurrence took place. Byt
the matter was then before the School Committee and certainly the hon. Members
opposite would like to give some opportunity ta the School Committee to decide
the matter. I think, Sir, my hon. Friend is quite right in  bringing the matter
betore this House. ;

As regards education, Sir, I do not think we have a clear cut policy to direct
the activities of Government. How far Gox_rcrnment is primarily responsible for
imparting education ? Is it up to the primary stage, is it up to the secondar
stage or is it up to the collegiate stage ? Knowing as I do full well that the
resources of the Government are not unllquted, how far can we undertake
responsibility so far as imparting of education is concerned. I am afraid
vocal section of the public have taken theli ns share of the educati
leaving the masses of the villages unacquainted with the three R’s.
the facilities . that we have given to our boys to receive higher education S0 that
they might be well stationed in life have not been granted to the Poor masseg

So far back as 1925, Sir, a Bill for Compulsory Primary Educatio, s
passed but it was not given effect to. We find the Governmet is charged fo, not
having done all that they could have done for secondary education and that
they have mnot done all that they could to provide facilities for
collegiate education. Yet Primary School tc?.chers all the time have bee
allowed to remain where they are. I know certain Local Boards during the wholr::
period of the War did not give even one rupee increment to these te
They were continuing with their minimum salary ?f Rs,

3 Sir,
onal grants
Certainly

: achers.
12. Their scale o(;‘ Pp‘;y
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has not improved even after the passing of a Motion in this .Hon'ble House. .
They enter on Rs. 12 and they rot on Rs, 12; [ cannot but admire the zeal and
earnestness with which during this strain of these war years the Primary School
teachers continued to render services at a salary of Rs. 12 ; but that cannot make
us blind to do our duties to these people. A Motion in this very House was passed :
providing a minimum_salary of Rs. 40 for the Primary School teachers. Why
pass this Motion, Sir, if you allow them to remain where they are ? Justice
demands that we should for a period become blind to the demand for secondary
education and collegiate education so that we might concentrate our attention
to the task of expanding primary education and put it on a better footing.

One hon. Member mentioned about the Mass Litaracy Campaign: A lot of
money was spent for it. He said that the object was to spread primary education.
But, Sir, it has nothing to do with the expansion of primary education — it has
reference only to the prevention of wastage. Sir, I think the money that is being
spent for the Mass Literacy Scheme for the prevention of wastage might have been
very well spent by giving aid to many Primary Schools which are not receiving aid
Should we not see that every village gets a Primary School and before we have
made provision for a Primary School within the reach of every village and
have provided facilities for the poor man’s boys to go to the Primary Schools, what
right have we got in spending money for higher education ? If you think that
the Government has got sufficient funds for all the departments of Education,
help all branches. Otherwise, in justice, I would appeal to the House to allow
the hon. Ministers to concentrate attention to the primary education and in
providing facilities for every villager’s boys to be acquainted with the three R’s,
If you goin other directions you do a great injustice to a class of people who
have not only been exploited by the foreign exploiters but by the exploiters of
our country. I would, therefore, appeal to the House and particularly to the
hon. Ministers in the Treasury Benches to make it impossible to divert money to
any quarter other than providing facilities for primary ‘education so that the poor
man’s son may have a chance to learn the three R’s Your ambitious schemes for
bringing about a new standard in the country will fail unless you educate the
masses. Your cherished hope for democracy functioning properly when you get full
power in your hands will be rustrated unless you succeed in educating the people
whom you- have come to serve. Are. you not here for the benefit of the poor
people ? When I make this appeal to the House ! make itin the interests of
Justice and the future of democracy. You should concentrate your attention
so that the future electorate may be educated. With these few words I beg to
resume my seat. ) ’ o

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 find that hon. Mr. B. K. Sarwan tabled Cut
Motion No.58*. If he wants to speak I propose to give him a chance.

Mr. BENODE KUMAR J SARWAN: Ihave another Cut Motion No.163.
May I speak on both ? : :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, please.

* 58. Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN to move: :
That the provision of Rs. 1,90,410 under Grant No. 17, Major head — 37—Education,

" Minor hrad — S.— Scholarships (total), at page 93 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100,

i.e., the amount of thc whole grant of Rs. 59,93,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.
(To draw the attention of Government of their failure to provide scholarships to the children -
belonging to tea garden labour population). P!
* 163. Mr. BINODE KUMAR ]J. SARWAN t) move:
That .the total provision of Rs.59,93,900 under Grant No. 1

Education, at page 84 of the Budget. be reduced by Rs. 100. 7, Major head —37.~

i.c., the amount of the whole
(To draw the attention of the

Government of their failure t i a jri
education to the masses.) © provide free compilsory primary

.
N
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Mr. BENODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the object of tabl-
ing my Cut Motion is to urge upon Government the necessity of educating the
masses by introducing free compulsory primary education which was passed in this
House. It is a pitiable thing tosce illiteracy everywhere in this Province, particu-
larly among the tea garden labourers and the ex-tea garden labourers. The wvast
majority of the people in this Province are altogether illiterate and they are jn the
dark and uncivilised condition. Do the hon. Members wish that they should always
remain in their illiteracy and uncivilised condition? 1 think no one in this House
is so selfish and indifferent. We should bring these unfortunate and miserable
people to the school of our thought and let them be at home with wus. It is
meaningless for the uncultured- and uncivilised man = to be in -equal
partnership with the cultured and the civilised people in every respect
and we are trying to make India an independent and self-governing country.
Sc my submission is that .before taking up big educational projects and
schemes—for High Schools and Colleges or even University for Assam we should
spend enough money to have free compulsory primary education in this Provinee
and thereby we can remove the illiteracy and ignorance from ‘this country. 1In
the present Budget for Education no such thing has been provided.

Now, Sir, with regard to the Cut Motion that I have tabled for scholarship
1 may say that by awarding scholarships we can help educating the poor people.
There are vast number of ;oor children of the labourers who sl:jould be l_mlpcgl
with scholayships for prosecuting their studies. By encouraging them in this
way we can remove the illiteracy and ignorance from our country. It has been
my custom in the past to submit lists of names of dcss:rvmg poor children of the
labourers to the Education Minister who had been kind enough te grant them
scholarships for prosecuting their studies, but _slill there are so many poor Chlldl_"(:n
remaining who, if scholarships awarded will be able to prosecute their studies,
It will, Sir, really be doing good to these unfortunate poor children of the teqa
garden and ex-tea garden.labourers. N -

With these worgs, Sir, I suppor: the Cut Motion of my Friend:

Maulavi MD. TDRIS ALT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, al]ow‘_mc to spea[f. a few Wwords
on the very hard lot of the Primary School teachers. Sir, these Primary 5(-.11.001
teachers have always been recognised as the backboue of the whole community,
Sir, along with other hon. Members I also emphatically demand the 1\?0110{1 that
was passed on the floor of this House should be given immediat: effect without
further delay to raise the pay of the Primary School teachers to 4 minimum star -
dard of Rs.40 per men sem. This will remove a long felt grievance. By h('fll)lr.]g
the teachers, we are helping ourselves to build a },ealrhy nation. Surely this wi]]
be our best contribution to Post-War Reconstruction and the money spent for the
purpose will be usefully utilised.

I understand, Sir, that the Government is going to send 25 students abroad
for higher education, This is no doubt a happy augury for the Province of
Assam. 1 would, in this connection like to draw the attention of the Minister in
charge that the cases of the Muslim, Scheduled castes and the Tribal candidates
may not be ignored. With a view to encourage the said communities, their cageg
should be fa ourably considered in time of selecting candidates. They should e
given their legitimate share in this respect and thus prove that the present
Ministry is a popular one. ‘

Sir, it is a known fact that the Muslim community is stifl left behind in
cducation and particularly the female sex. With a prolonged struggle of fore.

sighted gentlemen of our co nmunity We are 20inz  to eater at the threshold

of
female education.

Sir, a Middle English Girls Madrasa has been starte

i ) ! d at Azimganj in the
Karimganj Subdivision a few years back but for want of

funds it is facihg much
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difficulties. I would therefore urge upon the Government to encourage the said
institution with a grant-in-aid as soon as possible. i

Sir, the condition of Churkhai and Kurarbazar M‘ddle English schools are
also very deplorable for want of funds. I request the Government to kindly
increase the grant in-aid to these institutions.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend,
Maulavi Dewan Abdul Basith.

Maulavi NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I fully support the
ideas of the hon. Mover of the Motion, Dewan Abdul Basith, and the hon. Deputy
Leader of our Party, regarding Primary Education and the pay of the Primary
School teachers. Sir, I only like to add this much that the present Ministry and
in particular the Hon’ble Prime Minister will not come forward with the handy
argument of paucity of funds this time. In this connection, Sir, 4 may mention
that if the poor Province of Assam can afford to manage provincialising two
women’s colleges only to look to the interest of a handful ol top people, i.e., with
a student strength of probably 150, if funds be available for starting a Medical
College which will provide for only a very few students ot the Provinces then the
mass people in the street will not be satisfied with the answer that there is no

money to improve the lot of the Primary School teachers and to make primary
education free and compulsory.

_Then, Sir, I tabled 2 Cut Motions to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Prime
Minister to some local needs in the Madhabpur and Lakhai Thanas. This Lakhai
Police Station is a pretty big Thana,-Sir, from which place the hon. Mr. Suresh
Chandra Biswas also comes. There was not a single Hich School in that Thana
and recently people of the locality have started a high School at Lakhai. I
would urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to help this institution
funds.

Then, Sir, T in this connection want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble
Education Minister to another High School which has been started ar Chaumani
within Madhabpur. - So long, Sir, in Kasimnagar and Mantala Parganas there
was no High School and the people were suffering for want of one such institu-
tion. If, Sir, the Govern -ent_give a liberal grant to this school, a long felt want
of that locality will be removed.

In the third place, Sir, I want to draw the ;1ttgntion of the Hon’ble Premier
to the Kalikapur Middie English Madrassa. This institution also has
ling hard for its existence and is not in a good pecuniary condition
1 request the Hon’ble Education Minister to give a liberal grant to t
tion.

with sufficient

been strugg-
at present.
his institu-

In the next place. I urge upon the Hon’ble Education Minister that all
Secondary Schools, mainly High Schools, Middle English Schools and the Midedle
Vernacular Schools and Madrassas within Police Stations Madhabpur and Lakhai
are carrying on their weary existence with great difficulty because of these hard
days. I would strongly urge upon the Hon’ble Minister that along with other
institutions he will try to help these institutio s with a liberal grant so that their
burden may be lightened to some extent. In this connection I request the Hon’ble
Minister to give some building grant to Itakhola Madrassa.

With these few words, I support the Motion moved by my friend Mianlavi
Dewan Abdul Basith.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 PeM,



422 DEMANDS FOR GRATS [25TH MAR.

After lunch

*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, some more time may
kindly be given for discussion on this vital question. We are even rcady to sit
beyond the fixed hour.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAANULLA : - I want just 5 minutes,
Sir, to speak on this matter.

Without trenching upon communal feeling or trespassing into matters which
are sub judice I will revert to the*unfortunate incident of the Habiganj College
with a very good motive. Unfortunately the previous speakers did not advert to
the feeling that is prevailing in that College. The Muslim students of the College
numbering about 60 have gone on strike from the date on which the order of the
Governing Body was promulgated. Sir, this state of affairs is not healthy.
It is not fair to the educational instjtution itself and is not fair to the two commu-
nities, for the stiidents of to-day are the citizens of to-morrow. If there be harmo-
nious feeling, co-operation and affectionate collaboration between the students of
the two communities, there is hope that the future citizens will also learn to work
in harmony between the two communities. Conceding, but without admitting,
that the Muslim students were at fault, should they be given the severest punisl\l—
ment of rustication forever ? That is the special plea which I want to make to
my Hon’ble Friend, the Prime Minister who is also the Education Minister of this
Province. I hope, Sir, he will take personal interest in the matter and look
through the records and see wl}ctht:{ he could bring in a revision of the judgment
that has been passed by the Governing Body of the College.

My Friend, Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, put a question to my Friend,

Maulavi Abdul Hamid as to what the latter would do had this incident happened _

during his time as the Education Minister ? Sir, T am sorry that he is not here
now to hear the answer to that point. I may tell that during my tenure of office
as Education Minister some 16 years ago, i.e., during the years 1924-29, a similar
case happened, but I intervened and instead o_f sending the student to ruin by
stopping his educational career, I ordered him to leave the college and seek
admission in some other college outside the Province. A similar case arose
recently at the Gauhati Law College in which casc the Governing Body had
ordered the rustication of a student. Though not as Education Minister but as
Prime Minister, I had to intervene and asked the Governing Body to reconsider
the matter and whether the prestige of the Governing Body and the good fecling
between the Hindu and Muslim students could not be maintained by giving the
student concerned the chance of taking transfer certificate so that he could
continue his study in some other college. This was done and a serious conse-
quence averted by the Gauhati Law Co!lege. My special request to my F _r:cnd,
Mr. Bardoloi, would be that he would kindly call for records and intervene in the
order of the Governing Body of the Brindabon College. Though itis a private
College, it is aided by Government ; if I remember aright, Sir, it gets a grant of
Rs.300 per month. The Government has a whiphand upon the College. If he
asks that in order to restore good feclings between the two parties, in order that
harmonious relationship between the Hll’ldl}S_ and the Muslims may prevail again,
whether those students whom the Governing Body wants to rusticate, should
be asked to take transfer to some other college in some other Province or in Assam.
Unless my Friend, the Leader of the HOUS'C, takes speedy action, those three
students who have been under order of rustication, are going to lose one year, as
two of them are to appear in the ensuing Degree examination in April this year.
Sir, if my suggestion is accepted this will surely relieve the tense feeling that has
prevailed there and it will not only be good to the College itself but to the Pro-
vinee as well. Habiganj is notorious for tension of feelings between the Hindus and
the Muslims. The Muslims are overwhelmingly larger in population, if I remember

*Speech not corrected.
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aright—about 66 per cent. of the total population, and I do not want that this
incident of the College started by th: student of either community should be
allowed to be a rancour and spread to the whole subdivision. What have we not
done as regards students when they commit excesses ? I need not delve into past
occurrences. Only recently, while the students, 'both the Hindus and the Moslims,
committed cxcesses by breaking law and order when they wanted to violate
some orders of the Government of Bengal, leaders of public opinion, the Congress
and the League,i.¢., Hindus and Muslims were called upon to look into the matter
and they suoported the students and wanted redress from the authorities. Let us
also apply the same medicine. If both the Hindu and the Muslim students have
committed some excesses by throwing brickbats upon one another, they should
apologise to cach other and restore mutual fecling of love and affection (Loud
applause) .

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQI: Mr, Speaker, Sir,
before I take up other questions, in the nature of reply to Cut Motions as the
Education Minister of the Governm:nt, I desire most heartily to respond to
the generous appcal that has been made by the hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition in reference to the Cut Motion on the Brindaban College incident.
Nobody feels the necessity of harmonious relationship between all sections of
the student community as I do (Hear, hear). If we believe that syme excesses
were committed, itis to be found out whether they were done on the ground
of different ideology or on the ground of communal difference  We find stu-
dents arraying against one another, Whenever oscasions arose for me to
speak to the students I addressed themasa whole and never as a secztional
body. T feel, Sir, that unless all students come together and hold before
them the ideal of harmonious working batween them, on the basis of doing
common good to all, irrespective of communities, [ see darkness before me tor
the future It is on account of this reason, Sir, that I always feel so bitter
when I find the students arraying against one another, irrespective of whether
they do so on the ground of political difference or communal  difference,
I have borne in mind the suggestion that has been put forward by the hon
Leader of the Opposition. In reply to one of th@: hon. Members of the
Opposition also who spoke privately to me on thls_ subject, I_ 1:Old him, sir and
I feel even now as a matter of fact, that [ do not feel my position quite clca;‘ how
I should come ir between the Qollege authorities and the University_ I hucs
little power of interference t:wth the working of the ‘Gov_erning Body Olethis
particular institution. We give only grants to the institution. T personall
feel that by giving this grant I am not given the power of interfer .
in the internal affairs to the same extent as I am given in ca cnc?‘
Government institutions  After all, we believe, certain degree of aut‘ 8110
must be given to the Goverr}ing Body of the institution in reference t0011(}>1m_Y
governance. But z_if‘ter hearing the hon. Leader of the OPPOSiti0n andt ?u-.
standpoint from which he wants us to vicw the whole case il Siny e -‘dt 1e
see if I can persuade the Governing Body to revise the step taken by tlﬁ Pareg jto
different way. I quite agree with the hon. Leader of the p Osftf-n, =G
for the act ol excesses done in the heat of the moment only, the oI‘J,-cr o fhal
of the institution may be asked to see whether the careers of thege stud:ung ol
not be saved from being spoiled for good. I give the assurance to th;: T j'gts c?uld
OppOSitiOQ- I shall try to give effect (o tht:_ suggestions that haye been ;:t Cé)l?w Lh;l:
by him before me and shall try o deal with the matter in such a: way ags 'lla-r
sult in creation of better atmosphere and better feeling among th(:) A NS o
ties and so far as the boys are concerned, 1 shall sec that their I'uluf:mm}mf-
s hot be spoiled. careers
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Sir, coming to the many questions and to the many criticisms that have
been offered in the Cut Motions, I wish, Sir, I were one of those
conjurers with a hat or a magician with a wand to be able to bring all
the money that would be necessary for the fulflment of the many schemes .a:nd
of the many aspirations about which the hon. Members of the Opposition
have made reference. We have got to admit that we run under the Hmita-
tions of finance in every direction and I am absolutely certain that that aspect of
the situation is recognised by the Leaders on the other side, as I believe, they
are equally recognised by the Members of the Government to-day. We do indeed
wish the best of things for education and best of funds for education for the
simple reason that the whole future of this country depends on the education
of our young men. Therefore it is natural that I should feel as
the limitation of our financial condition. I want the hon Membars to realise
this great limitation and to approach the objects of their Cut Motions with
this broad fact. With this background under which we have to work we can
proceed to consider the best way in which we can all sit together to work. -2

A

strongly about

Well, there have been

that this Budget does not disclose anything new, any ideal or anything good.
I could easily ward off that criticism by saying that the Budget was that of the
Opposition. But I would not like tg apportion the blame only on the
Opposition merely for the fact that the Budget itselfis their creation. As I
said we all realise the limitation of finances; and T feel that if there has been any
failure of fulfilment of the many ideals which some of the hon. Members of this
House have made in reference to primary, secondary and college education
it has been due toit. I would not like therefore to be blamed as much as I do
not like to blame the Opposition for this failure.

Sir, I now take the question of primary education. That is a subject on
which most of the Members have spoken; and some of them have bheen rather
extremists in certain views while others have been more reasonable in their
remarks.  Sir, the present Budget for primary education if it might be scru-
tinised properly, will show that it allots about 20 lakhs of rupees for primary
cducation—it might be a little more, about 21 lakhs that is to say, we nearly
spend on it one-third of the present grant on Education. 1 pcrsunally‘ feel that
to educate a crore of people, sixty lakhs cannot be sufficicnt expenditure. It
would work out at about ten anpas per head in the average. But even with the
limited finance at our disposal on primary education, we have yet to see ’tha_t‘ :
reasonable advance is made, My own opinion about primary education, Sir, '15
that we must have free compulsory primary education ; but as our funds ar¢ now
limited we should

; act in such a manner by which we can arrange the preparatory
stages till with the a < ¥

:  the availability of funds we can work it.v/We may adopt a schem¢
with that end in view.,

t ! My thanks are due to the last Government that they ap-
pointed a Special Officer. He has in the mean while drafted a Bill. It has surely
not acquired that stage when a Bill can be passed into Act. The ovtlook of
that Bill is to take out the administration of primary education altozether from
the hands of the local bodies and to place it in the hands of bodies which will
not only act at the centre but shall also have committees functioning in all the
sub-divisions. The object of that committee will be to remove the uneven
distribution that now prevails in the location of primary schools, to have a survey
made with a view to have more schools so that the

Deputy Leader of the Opposition refers, to have one school for every village,

is made possible folr achievement. The object of these committees will
algo be to fix th_f: mMinimum pay of teachers and manyother  important
things which will be. preliminary before any compulsion can be instituted-

ideal, whic' the hon.

some criticisms on the opposite side to the effect
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Now it can casily be seen that this will take a ]itll‘.Ie_ time, and the Bill
Provides that the preliminary steps should be taken within a period of'5 to 10

* Years before dctual compulsion may be applied. Meanwhile the object of the Bill

1s to improve primary education as far as possible. Sir, we also propose (o take
some steps as early as possible, even in the existing conditions. The steps that we
have in contemplation at present, are to have more training schools for teachers
thzn we have already done and to take some schools in backward areas. Many
Friends of the House, particularly those who had anything to do with the Mass
Literacy Campaign, may know that a large number of boys who go to primary
schools lapse into illiteracy. A calculation was made by the late Inspector of
Schools, Srijut S. C. Goswami, by which it was sought to prove that ifall the boys
that read in primary schools could be taken as literates, we would have to-day
25 per cent literacy instead of having 10. In other words this large percentage
of boys who had grown into manhood had lapsed into illiteracy in the mean-
While. Two reasons can be assigned for this state of things. In’the first place
the education that is given is not always in consonance with the requirements of
ghc society. But the principal reason is—about which nobody has any doubt—the
nefficiency of the teachers. If the teachers cannot instil into the growing minds
an Intelligent interest of the things they scc around them, the education that is
given js bound to be useless ; and that is actually the state of things in our pri-
mary education to-day. Therefore our first important duty in this connection
should be, in my opinion, to have properly. trained teachers. Therefore, the
first thiug that this Government should do with its limited funds is to have as
many centres of training with properly qualified trainers, so that the ieachers put
in charge of the primary schools may be properly qualified to take up the function
for which they are meant. :

Now, in that connection, Sir, the question of pay of the teachers arises.
We are being asked to give effect to the Motion which was passed in November,
1944 sceking to give Rs. 40 a month to the primary school teachers. But with
the limited funds at our disposal at the present moment, we think, Sit, that
we may only be able to give these teachersa pay upto Rs. 30 and then
raise it higher, if’ funds of the Province increase. We will take up the question
when the examination of the financial position is made glcar. But even the pay
of Rs.30 a month must depend on proper qualification of the teachers. T want to
assure the hon. Members of the House as well as those poor Pandits in ‘the vil-
lages that we shall do our best to see what pay and prospects we can offer them
so that they can function as useful members of the society imparting education
to our boys and trying to develop them to their manhood.

Then, Sir, much has been said about secondary education and suggestions
are, more or less, in the shape of more grants to High Schools and more grants to
Middle English Schools. I have borne those suggestions in my mind and if funds
permit, we shall try to implement their desires as far as possible. All the hon.
Members suggest improvement of these schools.

One big question however is involved in this question, [ mean,
the management of the aided schools. In the meantime, I think,
I have received not less than 200 telegrams asking us to deprovincialise
schools and some have suggested even colleges. ‘That T consider to be a very
big question. I do not-like ‘to take much time of the hon. Members in
discussing such a subject. It is a very difficult subject, because along. with depro-
vincialisation of schools and colleges the question of pay and prospects of the

“present staff come into consideration ; and if we take that into consideration it

may be that we may not have much saving for the purpose of distributing
it among the various aided school teachers for thier benefit. But this subject, as
all others I beg to submit, Sir, will receive the serious consideration of the
Government.
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Then, Sir, something was said about university and college cducation. I
do not propose to take, as I said, much time over this subject and I might agrec€
that primary education should receive precedence, but it would be wroﬁg to say
that primary education alone will solve the problem of our country. Every hoP:
Member of this House, 1 am sure, will feel the necessity of true leadership to-day
than at%ny time. Sir, most of those who are conversant with the sort of admi-
nistration that ‘we are having do always feel the necessity of improving the
Government activities and along with it the personnel engaged in them. 1f you
just see from that point of view, Sir, I think there cannot be no ather opinion
than tha' we should have the proper kind of university education which will make
our youths fit to take charge of all activities that the country has got to undertake

- for its development and progress. I cannot agree entirely with the hon. Deputy
Leader of the Opposition when he says that till we have not been able to solve
satisfactorily the question of primary education, we should not think of any other
kind of education.

Some references have been made about a proposal to establish 2
University at Gauhati. As regards this I should say that we have not
decided anything at the present moment. This is not an immediate problem

for the Government at present. But I would like to tell the Hon. House that if

here are ventures which can have enough resources to bave an ideal institution in

the nature of a University it will surely* be the duty of the Government to help

such ventures with such means as Government can provide. Thus, if any body

of persons can establish and develop a centre of learning I mean lc.,trning which

would facilitate higher training in science, higher training in other spheres of

education such as we require for the advancement of the Province and creation of

real leadership 1 feel it would be the duty of any enlightened Government to help
these ventures. That is all I have to submit before the House at present.

Sir, I have given assurance in the manner that I posssibly can and
have also indicated the lines on which we propose to take action. I hope the
House will be satisfied and the hon. Mover of the Motion will be satisfied with
what T have said and be pleased to withdraw his Gut Motion.

Maulavi DEWAN ABDUL BASITH: Sir, nothing has been said in clear
words about my demand to consider the desirability of locating the University at
Sylhet in response to the wishes of the people of the Surma Valley, I want to
know from the Hon’ble Premier about it.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : What I have got to say I
have already said and I do not know how to assurc ‘the hon. Member any
further.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member press his Motion ?

Maulavi MAYEEN-UD. DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : I want a reply from
the Hon’ble Premier whether he means that no University scheme will be taken

up by the Government. ]
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I have already said if

there be any private venture to take up the cause of education in the manner [
have indicated to the House, Government will surely help such ventures. But
Government out of its own accord are not thinking stituting any University in
Assam at the present moment and T would not like to “have a replica of the (al-
cutta University in our Province. Sl

Maulavi MUNA WAR ALI: Does this principle hold good for Sy het also?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: $u1‘ely, Sir, T h&’lvlt". eﬁunciw'-
ted a gerneral principle. T do not scc any reason why it will not hold 200d I'(t‘)r

Sylhet also.
Maulavi MAYEEN-UD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: On the assyrance

given by the Hon’ble Premier, I beg, Sir, to withdraw my Cut Motion
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Cut Motion? 2

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am now putting the question.

The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 59,93,900 be granted to def ay the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1947, for the administration of the head ¢37.— Education other than

3 9)

European’.
The question was adopted.

GRANT NO. 20
(40.—AGRICULTURE)

; The Hon’ble Mauiavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : On the recommen-
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum
Not exceeding Rs, 26,08,100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1947, for the
adminisiration of the head 40.—Agriculture”. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 26.08,100 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst

March 1917 for the administration of the head ‘40.—Agriculture’.”
Under this head there are as many as 22 Cut Motions and the time allotted

is 3th of an hour and out of which we have lost sometime. Now which Motion
15 t0 be taken up ? : .
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: We will take up, Sir, Qut

Motions Nos. 2 and 21.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I would call upon Maulavi Md. Ali

Haidar Khan to move his Cut Motion No. 21. :

Maulavi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs. 26,08,100 under Grant No. 20, Major head—40.—
Agriculture, at page 110 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs, 100, ie., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 26,08,100 (%0 Statl'd r‘cduccd_ by Rs. 100.

My intention of moving this Gut Motion. Sir, is to raise a discussion about
the Agricultural policy of the Government. :

Sir, in support of the Motion which I have just moved I would like to say a
foew words. Our Province with fertile land, suitable climate and sufficient rainfall
has got enough scope for- agricultural improvement on proper lines. The hulk of
our population comes fom the agriculturist class who are proud of their
profession and are willing to work hard to improve t .eir lot. But, Sir, our people
are, with all thes: in our favour, lzt_ggmg behind time and they are lackir;rixl
improved methods of agriculture. Why? Can there be any satisfactory prlana%ion
to this Sir ? *This question has often come to my mind and the conclusion I have
arrived at is lack of enthusiasm and sympathy on the part of Government and its
officers. I am afraid, the Department has not taken any trouble of sending their
officers to the villages to contact the masses and teach them the improved m%thods
and modern agriculture. The high officials have confined themge] ves to wvisitin
towns and those who are posted at the District or Subdivisional head u‘u~te]‘§
tour occasionally into those places ‘_\’hidl are connected with motor ?)r‘ rail
Sir, if we want our agriculture toimprove on modern lines then we shou]ci
educate our masses through schools, cinemas and lantern lectures and prenare
them to take to modern agriculture in preference to the primitive rIn)ct}?ods
with which they are so very familiar. Besides these there are severalNothes
things to be considered. W'.: should take steps to improve the brecd and
condition of our cattles and import into our country modern and scientific aeti-
cultural imple ments such as tractors, ploughs, etc. and also arrange- supplynof
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scientific manures in sufficient quantities to the cultivators in all seasons and
at all places. Irrigation is also another very great and important thing which is
very essential during the hot months and in the winter season. This can best be
done by digging canals and by supply of portable irrigation pumps to our culti-
vatois. In short, Sir, our aims should- be to replace primitive methods by
modern scientific ways in order to produce more crop in small areas and save
time for other purposes.

Sir, if the suggestion which is given in my humble way is accepted it will
not only save time and yield more‘crop from a bigha of land with less effort
than from three bighas of laud in the ordinary course and that at the same
time will also save a lot of labour for other works such as factory works, ete.
for which we have to recrunit people from outside the Province. I hope,
Government will examine my suggestion and see if they can do something in the
interests of our cultivators. (Applause.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs. 26,08,100 under Grant No. 20, Major head—
40—Agriculture at page 110 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 26,08,100 do stand reduced by Rs. 100”.

Maulavi ABDUL HAT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have also got a Cut Motion}
in my name. I would like to speak a few words onthe Cut Motion moved
by my hon. Friend Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan. Sir, the purpose of my Cut
Motion is to fix a bottom price for our agricultural produces—specially for paddy
and rice. This matter was also discussed in connection with other departments
and yet | have brought this Cut Motion, The reason is this that the hon.
Finance Minister, while he delivered his Budget speech, said that he was willing
to fix a bottom price of paddy and rice. But as there is a maximum price fixed,
there will be inconvenience and obstruction, but he did not mention what was
the obstruction. I hope, Government will make it clear what obstruction
stands in the way of fixing up a bottom price which will be more useful to the
agriculturists. If there is any trouble, Government should "try to remove
that, and, I hope, they will succeed in surmounting this trouble. With these
words I support the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend Maulavi Md. Ali
Haidar Khan :

Maulavi NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED : Sir, Cut Motion No. 14* stands in my
name and by this I want to draw the pointed attention of the Hon’ble Minister-
in charge of Agriculture to the miserable plight of the agriculturists of some
villages—namely—Muriank, Satauk, Laknauk, Tegaria, Mashadia, Dharampur
and Ganipur within the police station of Lakhai. The position is this, the agri-
culturists of these villages have got extensive paddy fields and jute fields, These
villages are situated just at the bottom of the Raghunandan Hill. At the time of
rains, that is, when rain starts from the month of Chaitra upwardd to Faistha rain
water in all the paddy fields as well as flood-water coming from the Raghunandan
Hill all accumulates on the field and makes this field a vast sea of water and

TMaulasi ABDUL HAI to move :—

That the total provision of Rs. 26,08,100 under Grant No. 20, Major head—40.—Agricul-
ture, at page 110 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs. 26 08,100, do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

(To raise a discus:ion about fixihg a bottom price for all agriculture produces specially padd
and rice). 3 3 /

jl‘_‘Il\rIaul}avi NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED to move :—

1at the provision of Rs. 2,575 under Grant No. 20, Major head—40.—Agi i
l_}(:ad-—D.'- ‘gricultural Experiments and Research—(a) —Deg:p water paddy‘?gfl';ilrﬂmrffaby::?r
Sub-head—2.-—Pay of Establishment (total), at page 112 o the Budget, be reduced by R giutj)’
ie., l%;_\c :l.m.ountdqi' the whale grant of Rs. 26,08,100 do stand reduced by Rs. 100 Lt ?

{To raise a discussion about improving the agricultural fields of villa b
Laknauk, Tegaria, Mashadia, Dhargmpmt Ganipar by providing proper dl‘gi?agy)l;'r::‘;i;‘.?ataUk,

&5

B
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the only passage of water has been silted up. They need suitable drainage and ic
only channel being silted up water accumulates there. Therefore the agriculturists
cannot grow their crop and, if grown, it is washed away. So I want to draw the
attention of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge to see his way to have better irrigation
project for drawing the water of this vast-Muriank field so that the agricu}tunsts,
who are. suffering for the last few years from the total destruction of their crop
may get some relief.  With these few words, Sir, I again draw the attention of the
Hon’ble Minister to look to this matter. - :

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, agriculture is one
of the most fundamental things to the common man for earning his livelihood.
In this Province an Agriculture Department has been in existence but agriculturists
have not yet been helped by this Department. They should be helped in growing
more food and for cultivating in a better way. We should see that Government
cxperimental  farms, cattle breeding  farms and  agricultural farms
arc  opened, but they should be utilised for the best interests of the poor
agriculturists. The Department should teach the poor cultivators to cultivate -
in a .better way and grow-more-food and look more to the interests of the poor
agriculturists and not merely to creating posts and jobs for others. Govern-
ment thould dig out more canals for cultivation of land where there is
scarcity ol water and thereby help the poor agriculturists. I wish the
Government should earmark some good amount of money to help the poor
agriculturists with agricultural loans. I think, I have said a little but I hope
Government will help the poor agriculturists more and more. ?

With these words, I support the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend
Maulavi Md. AliHaidar Khan. ;

Mumtazul ~ Muhaddisin Moulana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have also a Gut Motion* (No. 2) in my name. ;

My intention is to raise a discussion about the depredation by wild
elephants to padcy in the western side of Saraspur Hill. ;

In recent years crops of a vast tract of land from Badarpur up to Lushai
Hulls are being spoilt by wild elephants, The people applied to the Subdivisional
Oflicer, Karimganj, but to no effect. I know it for certain that in one viliage only
about 20 to 25 hals of paddy has been spoilt by these wild clephants last year. Such
is the condition on every village there. If preventive measures are not taken at
once, many of the paddy fields of that area will become waste lands in the near
future and the villagers will face a very serious situation. :

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend
Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan for the acceptance of the House.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Sir, there is a Cut
Motionf standing in my name. It sceks to raise a discussion about starting an
Agricultural Institute at Sylhet. Sir, like many other institutions, such as,
Medical, Engincering and others, there is a great nced for an Agricultural -
College in Assam. It is a crying need which has not yet been fulfilled. For
various reasons it is the desire of the people ot the Surma Valley that the

*Mumtazul Muhaddisin Monlana MD. MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN to move :

That the provision of Rs. 14,400 under Grant No. 20, Major head—40.—Agriculture, Minor
head—Agriculture—A.—Direction, Sub-hcad—1.—Pay of Officers, Detailed head—Director,
at page 110 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, ie., the amount of the whole grant, of
Rs. 26,08,100 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. [

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY to move :

That the provision of Rs. 14,400 under Grant No. 20, Major hcad—40.—Agriculture,
Minor head— Agriculture- -A.—Direction, Sub-head—I.—Pay of Officers, Detailed head— Director,
at page 110 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, ir., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 26,08,100 do stand rcdu‘ccd by l‘{x. 100,

(To raisz a discussion for starting an Agricultural Instityte at Sylhet,)

-
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Agricultural College should be started at Akbarpur Agricultural Farm in the
Karimganj Subdivision. The need for such a college in Assam is obvious because
Assam is an agricultural Province—95 per cent. of whose population are living
on agriculture. 1, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Agricul-
ture who is also a man from the Surma Valley that he should see his way to
have the coliege started in the District of Sylhet. With these words, Sir, I
support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend Mau avi Md. Ali Haidar Khan.

Maulavi M. IDRIS ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Agriculture Department
is divided into 4 sections—one of which is Irrigation and Embankment. In this
Department they are entitled to spend Rs.4,000 but out of this Rs.4,000, Rs.2,000
is to come from the local peasants. We all know, Sir, the condition of the poor
masses that they are not in a position to spare so much money tu improve the
condition of their land and besides there are party feelings in almost all the
places. So, I urge upon the Government that they will take up the whole project
themselves and spend the whole sum from the Government fund so that the poor
people will not be troubled with the question of contribution.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend
Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan.

Mr. G. KYDD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I hope I shall be
trespassing upon the valuable time of this House and for again bringing up the
subject of elephants and the damage they are doing to the crops of cultivators
in many areas in Assam. Sir, the situation is however So serious that I feel
I must again bring it to the notice of Government. I felt from the Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s reply to me the other day that he did not realise the seriousness of the
situation, and was also undér the impression that T was suggesting the -gxtermj.
nation of all elephants in Assam  This, Sir, is not the case. What T was
suggesting was kheda operation plus the shooting of one or two of the

forgiven for again

5 leader
of the herds doing the damage. If elephants are not on the increase (and it is rii;
opinion they are) then they have certainly changed their feeding ground  This

I feel, is the resuli of the activities of the last few years of the Arm
along the Burma Border, and it is my opinion that if m
operations plus the shooting of a few of the herd leaders are accepled, then [
think, the raiders will go back to their original haunts in the. big jutl’glc and
so the cultivators will get relief from their depredations. E
f The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mr., Speaker
Sir, I am really grateful to the hon. Members who have tabled these Cut
Motions. I have examined them and am fully convinced: that they have been
brought with the best of motives to suggest ways and means for the Improvement
of the Department of Agriculture at a time when food problem is agitatin
the whole of India. T assure the hon. Members that in ad ministerip tlg
Department I will remember the Cut Motions as so many sign POsts so that | 7
achieve the end which is aimed at by the hon. Members. Assam is 5 m?y
sufficient Province no doubt so far as cultivation of paddy is concerned b i
regards the production of other necessary articles of food it is S

y in the Hills

behind. On account of increase of population and deterioration of land Iagging-

the old

methods of cultivation and agricultural economy have been found t0o  deficient

to meet our demands and attempts are being made both in the C

to revolutionise the whole system of cultivation to suit our incrczég:ie anc(lj PG
requirements. _ Sir, many important agricultural schemes haye been i mie 3 aqd
the Post-War Reconstruction Plan and it is hoped that they will 'I':')C uﬁled in
mengedd ﬁloqu‘ﬁ%h other schemes of this Government. . . ... ¢ lmple-
aulavi Yy . {
R i UL BARI CHAUDHURY: May we know, Sir, what are
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MA'TLIB MAZUMDAR:
several schemes, Sir, one relates to establ * There are

sshment of an Agricultura] Institution
¥ ; 3

y suggestion of khedg -
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one Agricultural school, one for increasing the staff and so on. These are some of

the schemes. ~
Manlavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Sir, may I know
from the Hon’ble Mimster-in-charge the place where these institutions are going

to be located?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : I will let the hon.

Member know. Regarding the depredations by elephant, it has been mentioned:by
two hon. Members—one from the European Group and the other from the Muslim
Group. Sir, I have myself exprrience of these depredations carried on by wild
elephants and only the other day about 6 miles south of Hailakandi a cow-herd
“boy was killed by an elephant near the bungalow of a Manager of a tea garden.
Only a year before, I myself was about to be mauled by a tusker and I suppose
this must have been the rondition all over the Province where the places
abound in jungles. Sir, attempts are being made to scare away these elephants
but they have not been successful because during day time they go into the
interior of the jungle and probably because paddy is rather very tasteful to
them they come out during night and it has been found in many places
that homesteads’ have been razed to: the = ground Ey wild elephants.
It has also been found that previously these wild elephants could be scared
away by lighting fire, but nowadays they are not afraid of fire. One of the
hon. Members suggested that some of them could be shot down so that others
might go into the interior of the jungles. But that comes within the purview of
the Forest Department. Of course, when this has come to the notice of the Gov-
ernment certainly some measures to safeguard people from these depredations
must be found out, and I expect that very soon steps will be taken to protect
the localities where these elephants are found.

Regarding the Cut Motion about some villages where water accumulates in
a large quantity, I want to inform the hon. Member that the Agriculture Depart-
ment is concerned with schemes which fall within Rs.4,000 (of course that 15 a
convention), and those exceeding Rs.4,000 are taken up by the Public Works
Department Embankment and Drainage Section. So, if some villages are habitually
brought under water, the hon Members would do well to approach the Public
Works Department and, I think, speedy action will be taken. Another hon. Member
has stated that the custom of the Irrigation Department is that half the money
is provided by the Agriculture Department and half should be provided by the
cultivators themselves  This custom prevails for the last few vyears, and in some
placcs' I have seen that this system is working well. But I agree that there iy
be places where cultivators will not be able to collect half the amount which the
are asked to subscribe and consequently these people will suffer. I shall tr tg
revise thé rule, Sir, so that people of those localities may also get the benefit, y

Then, Sir, regarding fixation of a bottom price for padd
discussion in connection with a Cut Motion tabled under 211:3 Sydplglll;rér;vris S(')I‘r;m
position 1s this, Sir: this Government is considering: the question of fixin 1ae
bottom price. The Government of India wanted to impose on this Goy o
that the maximum price of paddy be fixed at Rs. 4-8-0. ~ This Governm ern}r:?eﬁt
that this will adversely affect the cultivators.  This Government has no(t::(tg;t Zlns
reply to the Government of India, as the question of fixing a bottom price i 13;
under the consideration of the Local Government. 0m price 1s st
. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Fixation of maximum and
bottom prices does not come under this Department, Sir. Tt is under :hmcu Lol
Department. pply
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:  Yes, but the point was raised by one

hon. Member.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : In_ order to effect
improvements in the Agriculture Department, several schemes are in .contcmpla-
tion, viz., irrigation small project and research schemes, sc}_mmes for enquiry and
research for improvement of grazing areas, scheme for horticultural development,
poultry development, dairy development, etc.  Provision has also lgecn made for
the establishment of three Agricultural schools at Jorhat, Gauhati and Sylhet,

This will be undertaken as soon as the final sanction from the Government of

India comes.

Then, Sir, in order to implement the Grow-More-Food Campaign, the
following schemes are being operated, viz., the seed distribution scheme (paddy,
mustard and other seeds used by the cultivators), manure scheme, horticultural
scheme, agricultural training scheme, minor irrigation scheme, pouftry muitiplica-
tion scheme, cattle rehabilitation scheme, market survey scheme, oil cake scheme,
dairy supply scheme and many other schemes. These schemes are being tazen under
the Grow- More-Food Campaign. Sir, the Agriculture Department is contemplating
to do all it can for the improvement of agriculture and the condition of the
cultivators and I assure the hon. Members that so far as lies in my power I will
try to implement “all the schemes to the fullest advantage of the cultivators and
for the success of theé Grow-More-Food Campaign. I give [urther assurance to
the hon. Members that I will carefully consider all the matters raised in the
discussions by the Cut Motions. AT

Dr. C. G. TERRELL: On a point of information, Sir, may I ask the
Hon’ble Minister whether the burning question of dealing with the depredations
of wild elephants is to be left to the'indcfinite period of time associated with the
Post-War Reconstiuction schemes ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR :  Sir, this question
does not come under the Agriculture Department, but comes under the Faorest
Department.

Maulavi MD. ALTI HAIDAR KHAN: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has not said
anything whether he is going to introduce the new method of agriculture into
the Province, nor has he stated whether he is going to send the officers to
villages to educate the masses with the help of cinema on the improved methods
.of agriculture. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has said that he wil]
do all he can for the improvement of agriculture and the condition of the
cultivators.

: Maulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Is it an assurance from you, Sir, or
from the Hon’ble Minister ? 2wy

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I cannot give any assurance. I have just
quoted the words used by the Hon’ble Minister,

Maula\:i Md. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Sir, in view of the assurance given
by the Hon’ble Minister that he would try to fulfil my suggestions, I beg leave of
the House to withdraw my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Mover the leave of the House to
withdraw his Cut Motion. ' {

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn., -

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

. “Thata sum not exceeding Rs.26,08,100 be granted to defray the charges
- which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1947, for the administration of the head “40.—Agriculture’,”?
The question was adopted .
GRANT No.12

(28.—JAmLs anp ConvICT SETTLEMENTS,)

=i dhe _Holn’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On  the recommenda-
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
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exceeding Rs.12,30,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1947, for the admi-
nistration of the head ¢“28.—]Jails and Convict Settlements.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs.12,30,700 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ‘ending ou the 31st
March, 1947, for the administration of the head*‘28.—Jails and Convict Settle-
ments’.”’ y
Half an hour has been allotted to this Grant. There are 3 Cut Motions.
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury may move one of his Motions. i

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.11,100 under- Grant No.12, Major head—28.—]Jails
and Convict Settlements, Minor head—A —District Jails. -Sub-head—1.—Pay of
Officers, Detailed head—Superintendents’ allowances, at page 68 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of-the whole grant of Rs.12,30,700 do
tand reduced by Rs.100.

By this Motion I want to raise a discussion about the operation of the Good
Conduct Prisoners’ Probational Release Act.

In reply to a question the other day the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge stated
that duving the last 5 years the average of prisoners that was released under this
Act was one per year. Sir, my submission is that the rate ol releasing prisoners
for their good conduct has been too slow, rather it has been ut snail’s pace. T
the good intention of this Act has been nullified. I, therefore, appeal to the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge to take steps so that in fit cases more compassion can
be shown and deserving prisoners may be set free prematurely. With these words
Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House. - :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved : :

 That the provision of Rs.11,100 under Grant No.12, Major head—28.—
Jails and Convict Settlements, Minor head—A .—District Jails, Sub-head—1.—Pay
of Officers, Detailed head—Superintendents’ allowances, at page 68 of the Budget
be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.12,30,700 d(;
stand reduced by Rs.100.” ;

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE:  Mr. Speaker, Sir. the
speech of the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion, as I find, is divided into two }’mrts.
Firstly, he wants to criticise this Government because the whole object of the
Act has been nullified by the slow progress. For this part of his appeal, I think

am not answerable. But so far as tl-]('_' other part of his speech is 'co;:cc;.ncd f
may say, Sir, that this Government will look into the matter very carefully and
will sce that the object of the Actis not frustrated. Sir, 1 can assure the hon
Mover that this Government, while considering the provision of the Act seriousl '.
will certainly try to give relief to the deserving prisoners. MR

It has been referred to in his speechi about the reply to a questi
days ago on the floor of this House. On that day also I triec(i1 tobn;C;T{epgé A ff:w;
clear that though the Act was passed in 1938 the rules wepe framed vei pl?.ltg
i.e., some time in 1943. But some action was taken accordine to the .y e r;
of section 5 of the Act. S provisio

Sir, in view of my assurance that this Government wil] :
of the Act is not frustrated the hon. Mover of this Cut Motionicaiuﬂ;:é htibBW-ObJef;
withdraw the Motion. : b

.. Maulavi ABDUL BARI-GHA-UDHURY: Sir, I beg leave of the House to
withdraw my Motion, but will wait to see what the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge
docs in regard to the Act. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Has the hon. Mover the leave ‘of the Elonee o

withdraw his Cut Motion
The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn -
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The How’ble the SPEAKER :  As the other two Cut Motinns are not going to
be moved, I am putting the question.
The question is:
‘¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs.12,30,700 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March, 1947, for the administration of the head ¢ 28.—Jails and Convict Settle-

ERR )

ments’. ;
The question was adopted.

GRANT No.25.
(SOL—CIVIL Works—ExcLuping Toors AND PLANT AND ESTABLISHMENT)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.59,11,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment Juring the year ending on the 31st March, 1947, for the admi-

nistration of the head ¢ 50.—Civil Works—Excluding Tools and Plant and -
Establishment.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs.59,11,200 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment curing the year ending on the 31st
March, 1947, for the administration of the head ¢ 50.—Civil Works—Excluding
Tools and Plant and Establishment’.”

We have 15 Cut Motions under this Demand and time at our disposal is about
40 minutes. There is no omnibus Motion. Hon. Mr. E:S. Kaye may move
his Cut Moticn No.13.#*

Mr. R. A, PALMER : That wit. not be moved, Sir. No.14** which stands
in the name of Mr. J. C. Horwood will also not be moved.

Maulavi Dewan TAIMUR RAZA CHOUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I beg to move that the provision of Rs. 5,26,917 under Grant No. 25, Major
head—50.—Civil Works, Minor head—A.—Original Works, Sub-head—(a).—
Buildings (total), at page 135 of the Budget, b: reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 59,11,200 do stand reduced by Rs, 100.

By this Cut Motion I want to draw the attention of the Government to the,
immediate necessity of constructing the Jagannathpur-Rashidpur Road. 1t is
probably known to the Government that the poor people of this locality are
suffering very much for want of communications. Practically in this locality
there is no road and I urge upon the Government to take up this road and
include the same in their Post-War Reconstruction Schemes and to start the
work immediately.

*Mr. E. S. KAYE to move:

That the total provision of Rs.59,11,200 under Grant No.25, Major head—50.—Cuvil Works
at page 136 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.59.11.900
do stand reduced by Rs,100. ‘ Tk

(To criticise the Government for the delay in starting the 73-lakl -
Programme.) . Y 5 jE g2 S Lopreycment

;"I‘Nir.lj. C. HORWOOQOD to move :

'hat the total provision of Rs.59,11.200 under Grant No.25, Major head—50 Cuvil V
: § : ] r: .25, —50,— Norks
at page 136 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the i@k ik of
Rs.59 11,20:? do stand reduced by Rs.IU()},. g S SR e o

(To draw attention to the failure of Government to maintain th i
it ’ ; y at portion of the tl
T 1_1’{1:; f){foragl :ilz;c:‘sllzg;eeder road to North Gauhati which lies in the District of Kamrup in ang;;(;
2{;]‘ Lakhimppur.) 8¢ portions of the North Trunk Road which lie in the Districts of Darrang
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With these few words, Sir, T commend my Motion to the acceptance of

the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

‘“That the provision of Rs. 5,26,917 under Grant No. 25, Major head-—50.—
Civil Works, Minor head—A.— Original Works, Sub-head— (¢).—Buildings
(total), at page 135 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 59,11,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

Maulavi M. IDRIS ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, so far as the Karimganj
Local Board roads are concerned, as it is known to the hon Members of this
House that owing to reckless and heavy driving of the motor lorries of the
Military individuals, the condition of the roads has become very miserable.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-R®Y: I want to know, Sir, what the
hon. Member is speaking about.

Maulavi M, IDRIS ALI: I am just speaking ‘about the whole Province,
particularly T want more money for the Karimganj Subdivision.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROQY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would
only say that the road . about which hon, Maulavi Dewan : Tai’mur Raza
Choudhury has spoken was included in the Road Board Programme
by the last Government and this Government wil] consider th?': ues-
tion-and will take some time to consider it when the Road Board has been "'01‘?ned

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member press his l\rotioln ? :

Maulavi Dewan TAIMUR RAZA CHAUDHURY : Ip view of w}
3 s, 5 © t (s
been stated by the Hon’blp Minister, Public Works Departme:u ICI')cc;W llc?avélgsl'
the House to withdraw my Motion. ' ; %

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :* Has the hon. Member
withdraw his Motion ?

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi Dewan TAIMUR RAZA CHOUDHURY : My, Speaker, Sir. 1
beg to move that the provision of Rs. 5,26,917 under Grant No .25 ’M' "
head—50.—Civil Works, Minor head—A.--Original Works, Sub-héad, (d_]Ol‘
Buildings, at page 135 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, ;... ha =2
of the whole grant of Rs. 59,11,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100, amount

Sir, by this Cut Mption I want to draw the attention of the Goye
the most unsatisfactory state of communication within the Biswan tlinn}mm %
the District of Sylhet. In this locality there is no road and the po ? e mf
this locality are experiencing much inconvenience for want of SU(:II‘: 10 people o
I request the Hon’ble Minister, Public Works Department ¢ look j = roac‘i_ May
and take early steps for the construction of a road {from BiSWanatl Mo this mateon
If this road is constructed, the length of which will not be mgop i Lz.lmakz.lz“
it will connect the Sylhet—Sunamgauj Road and the Sylhet_she 5 than_six miles
thereby facilitate the communication in the three Subdivisioy o]
Sadar, Sunamganj and Maulvibazar. In this view of the mallts, namely, Sylhet
urge upon the Government to take up this Biswanath.-J, e; I very strongly
once and remove the long felt gricvances of the public of thnt}ma]-aZI Project at

Further T drgw the attention of the Hon’ble l\‘finister-i‘n c?ca~1ty‘ -
that the Syll}et-.B:swanath Motor Service was closed in the v “eharge of Transport
of patrol rationing. It is g public demand that the line s:lltt‘,;lf:lall |194‘2 onstheinle
with and to remove the public difficulties, VWi, these oy i T€OPened forth-
Motion for the acceptance of the Houge. vV Werds, I commend my

T%? Hu?!ble th_e SPEAKER : (lut Motion moved :

‘“l'hat the provision of Rs, 526 917 under G- s -
Civil Works, Minor head—A . Griginal  we ont N,r:lbzfc' Major head—50.—
(total), at page 135 of the Budget, he reduced by Rg “head—(q) —Buildings

1
the whole grant of Rs. 59,11,200 d, stand reduced by R5 0100’02"’&’ the amount of

leave of the House to
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The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Idon’t
find this road in the Road Board Programme that was framed by the previous
Government. But this matter will be taken into consideration by this Government.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Does the hon. Member press his Motion ?

Maulavi DEWAN TAIMUR RAZA CHOUDHURY : In view of the
asturance given by the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department, I beg
leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Motion ?

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I may say that this same painful process of
begging leave of the Housc for withdrawal of Motion is vicious and, therefore,
can it be expected that the hon. Members and Hon’ble Ministers will take it into
consideration ? If itis permissible the replies from the Hon’ble Ministers also
will be that, the matter will be taken into consideration.

% Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Perhaps the hon. Members want the expression
of many holy words from the Hon’ble Ministers, therefore, they take to the new
process as many times as they can.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Sir, Hon’ble Minister may reply after all the
Motions have been moved. I think that would be a better procedure. The
Motions may be moved one by one and the Hon’ble Minister concerned may

y to all Motions at a time. That was being done in the past.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hon. Member may move his Motion.

; Maulavi MD. MAFIZ CHOWDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to move
that the provision of Rs. 80,000 under Grant No. 25, Major head—50.—Civil
Works, Minor head—A .—Original Works, Sub-head—(4).—Communications—
Detailed head—1.—Ordinary Roads, at page 135 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs. 100, 7. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 59,11,200 do stand reduced by
Rs. 100.

By this Cut = Motion I want to raise a discussion about the urgent need of
constructing a road from- Jagapnath1)11r to Govindaganj thus connecting it with
the Chattak-Govindaganj Road in the Sylhet District. Sir, it is well known to all
the hon Members of this House that Sunamganj is notorious for its bad commu-
nication. There is no road worth the name and people of this locality are suffer-
ing badly from bad communication. If this road is constructed, it will connect
four or five big markets, Z.e., Jagannathpur, Rasulpur, Dwara Bazar and Govinda-
ganj, and thereby it will also connect Pagla-Sunamganj Road and I urge upon
Government to take it into their serious consideration.

With these few words, Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

- «“That the provision of Rs. 80,000 under Grant No. 25, Major head—350.—
Civil” Works, Minor head—A.-—Original Works, Sub—hcad—(b).—Commuhica~
tions—Detailed head—1.—Ordinary Roads, at page 135 of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs. 100, i. ¢, the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 59,11,200 do stand reduzed
by Rs. 100.” , :

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg t

% ¥ 3 g to
support the Cut Motion that has been moved by my Friend, Maulavi Md Mafiz
Chowdhury. Sir, these two thanas—Chhatak and Jagannathganj-—are vgryl 0( u:
lous and also big centres of trade. I would ask the Hon’ble Minister-in-cha}?gé)to
see that this project be included in the Post-War Programme and action taken
accordingly. ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hon’ble Minister will please reply.

The H()n’b!c Riev i al M NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, I have no persona
knowledge of this locality. But from the files I found that this proposal about

repl

*Speech not corrected.
&
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making this road from Jagannathpur to Biswanath had not been considered by
the Government of the past, because it is in the low-lying area always affected by
floods. High embankments are required for this road...... .

Maulavi ABDUL: BARI CHAUDHURY : This is a separate road, Sir.
This is Govindaganj-Jagannathpur-Chhatak Road.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Thereis no proposal just
now for that road, and if we are to mak: that road now it will cost a large
amount of money and, with' the limited fund at our disposal now, it is to be
considered - whether it will be advisable to divert the money to this-road at the
expense of the other roads. Butin view of the present circumstances, it seems
almost impossible for me to make any promise about this.

The Hon’ble -the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister does not give any
assurance. What does the hon. Mover propose to do. -

Maulavi MD. MAFIZ CHOWDHURY : This is not a low-lying place, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. At this stage no further
arguments can be permitted. Hon’ble *Minister is not pleased to give any
assurance whatsoever, and what does the hon. Mover want to do ?

Maulavi MD. MAFIZ CHOWDHURY * I do not press my Cut Motion, Sir.

.The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Motion ?

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg to move that the
. Provision of Rs. 80,000 under Grant No. 25, Major head—50.—Ciivi] Works,
Minor head—A.—Original Works, Sub-head—(5).—Communications—Detailed
l.lead—-l.—--OrdinarY Roads, at page 135 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100,
2.., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.59,11,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.
My intention in moving this Cut Motion is to raise a discussion about the
urgent need of constructing a bridge at Mathiura over the canal dug out by the
Drainage Department. The Embankment and Drainage Department has dug
out a canal for draining out water from a beel and this canal passes through the
Mathiura school and the Mathiura village ; but now the Embankment and
Drainage Department refuses to construct a bridge over the cana] and this has
inconvenienced the students who daily come to the school. My submission is
when the Embankment and Drainage Department forms g part of the Civi,l

Works Department, this Department should come forward to construct a bridge
at this spot,

With these few words, Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of
the House. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs. 80,000 under Grant No,
50.—Civil Works, Minor head—A.—Original Works,
cations—Detajled head—1.—Ordinary Roads, at
reduced by Rs, 100, 7.e., the amount of the whol
stand reduced by Rs. 100”.

‘ 25, Major head—
Sub-head—ﬁ(b)—(]ommuni-
page 135 of the Budget, be
€ grant of Rs. 39,11,200 do
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The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The question that has been
raised by hon. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhuri will be considered by Government.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Thank you. Sir, with the assur-
ance given by the Hon’ble Minister, I withdraw my motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member the leave of the
Hou_se to withdraw his Motion?

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I begto move, Sir, that the provision of
Rs. 80,000 under Grant No. 25, Major head. 50.—Civil Works, Minor head
—A.—Original Works, Sub-head—(b).—Communications—Detailed head—
Ordinary Roads, at page 135 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, ie., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 59,11,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

My object in moving this Gut Motion is to, raise a discussion about the
urgent necessity of improving the Sylhet~Sunamganj Road by constructing the
bridges and making it motorable throughout the year.

Sir, this road has had a variegated history behind it. I see many of us
are not here who used to amuse very much at my late appearance to attend the
Council and Assembly Sessions. Itis my good luck that the very Communi-
cation Minister is one of those. Of course, we have a second within this House
in the personality of the Advocate General of Assam, but he is not a Member.
Those hon. Members used to take delight in my late coming and I had the
usual excuse of telling them what a strenuous effort I had to put forth in
coming to Shillong ; all because there was practically no means of communi-
cation for me. I waited and waited and waited for a chance of a steamer to get
to Chattack and if fortunately one came, Ihad to take a boat there for Sylhet
which took me more than 30 hours. I hope, my Hon’ble Friend Rev, J. J. M.

Nichols~Roy knows all. about this road as he is at the helm of affairs of the °

Communication Department. The other day I put a query to him if he came
across a document in the file which was the result of deliberations after 5 personal
In spection by as many as three Hon’ble Ministers accompanied by the Chief
Engineer of this Province. That document contains their unanimous verdjct—
that was in the month of April of 1944 — that this road should be forthwith taken

up inspite of war difficulties, that all the bridges should be constructed cement

concrete, barring the two big Bridges—those over th(i Stimaiandithe Mahashing.
I hope, Sir, it might have been possible for the Hon ble Minister tq find and see
that decument by this time. It is not surprising very much that seyera] Hon’ble
Ministers, past'and present, did not find their way to visit the damned Sunameanij
on account of her terribly bad communication. - Now, there is the roaq with ;
many as 22 bamboo bridges and the passengers have to get down ng Jagg thl . 2&2S
times. This is a cold weather track even to this day. I started agitati, ab i
road since 1921 when I entered the late Council. Then it wag ing Qarituls
1936 when this cold-weather road had the good fortune to allow motor
for t}}e first time and it is 1946, and it has remained a cold-weather road

to this day. Sir, Sunamganj is proverbially backward almost iy all oad even
and most of it is because her means of communication is practica]] HaRoe:
her backwardness will be perpetuated unless and until immediatz wand
taken to improve this road and make it an all-weather road by provid; Steps are

November,
passengers

concrete bridges.  This is a matter of urgent and im i ‘N8 cement
0 : Perative ne .

I trust that the Hon’ble Minister in-charge will be good enough f:sstllty ]?n(i

ink i

his first duty to remove this difficulty immediately.

S—
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

¢“That the provision of Rs.80,000 under Grant No.25, Major head—50,—Givil
.Works, Minor head—A—Original Works, Sub-head—5()—Communications,
Detailed head—Ordinary Roads, at page 135 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100,
i. ., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.59,11,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100.””

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I rise tolend my support to the Cut Motion moved by my hon.

Friend Maulavi Munawwar Ali. L

Sir, Sunamganj is really very backward in the matter of her communica-
tion by land, water or even air. The saying goes that even radio news are
received late at Sunamganj (laughter). From this the House will well imagine
how Sunamganj is suffering for want of good communication. At times during
the year Sunamganj is thoroughly cut off becausec there remains no communica-
tion worth the name, neither boat, steamer or road communication. That
season is coming and, I am afraid, Government officials and public will suffer a lot
if the present road connecting Sunamganj with Sylhet is not properly "constructed
and made motorable throughout the year. - :

With these few words, Sir, I whole-heartedly support the Cut Motion of my

hon Friend Maulavi Munawwar Ali. ;

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I also rise to support the
same Motion before the House. Sunamganj is really very backward in respect
of communication and I do not know why in the Post-War Reconstruction it
would not be possible at least.to bridge the small khals leaving out the big ones,
which might be served by mar boats, This road ought to be made motorable
throughout the year, for actually earthwork has already becn done. :

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Does this road pass by the side of
hon. Member’s house, Sir ? ;o

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Well, Sir, my house is just two miles off from
the town of Sylhet and from that place the motor station is about } a mile -though -
the Deputy Commissioner has reported that from the motor station my house is
only two miles. I am all right without further work on the rcad.

Sir, so far as expenditure on roads is concerned, Sunamganj has received
the least amount and nobody can deny that. It has been said that the road can-
not be completed before 1950-51 but I do notsee any reason why ' before that
period the road cannot be improved. As I have said before and I am repeating
the same again that the small bridges might be constructed now leaving the
bigger ones to be served by mar boats for the present. If thatis done Sir
the road can be made motorable throughout the year. . 2 ’

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion before the House,

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to say a few words

. in support of the Cut Motion before the House. Sir, I had occasion to he away

on urgent business for two days recently and returned yesterday. My return
journey from Juri took me 22 hours.

i Si, on an earlier occasion in this session of the Assembly I put a question

regard ng the collapse of the Shari bridge. I was then told that it was due to

carthquake damage, Well. the bridge is still being repaired and a temporary
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bridge has been erected and been in use for some months but it could not be
crossed owing to very heavy rains which have fallen in the Surma Valley. The
flood water came up over the level of the temporary bridge and there was no
other proper means at all for crossing the river. I was held up for about 4 or 5

-hours before a mar boat could be obtained and in that mar boat there was only
one gallon of petrol to do the crossing for a large convoy of buses and private
cars coming down from Shillong. I was fortunate in being able to cross from
the south side to the north side but I do not know what happened to the convoy
crossing from the other side.

So, Sir, I would impress upon Government - the urgent need to instruct the
Public Works Department to provide adequate means so that passengers in buses
and private cars can cross the Shari river without any further inconvenience.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion before the House.

Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA: M. Speaker, Sir, 1 take my
stand to support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend, Maulavi Munawwar
Ali. Sir, this is the only road in the Subdivision, worth the name. This road alone
connects Sunamganj with the outside world. This has got almost 22 gaps in it.
Well, Sir, if it is difficult to bridge all these gaps all at once, or in one year it may
be taken 3, 4, 5 or 8 at a time in one year. On the other hand, if these small gaps
are bridged, for the big gaps mar boat may serve the purpose. A letter posted at
Sylhet will be received at Sunamganj on the third day. This is the condition
we are living in.  So, I request the Hon’ble Minister concerned to take this
Sylhet-Sunamganj Road into his first consideration and do all that he can.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : . I have heard all the
speeches and the request of my hon. Friend opposite—Maulavi Munawwar Alj-
I have myself gone over this road, and I have full sympathy with the hon. Mem-
ber. I need not read all the recommendations of the three Hon’ble Ministers,
Difficulties are many. This road needs 22 bridges and two of themn must lie big
bridges over the Mahasing and over the Surma. Now, in order to construct these
bridges, according to the estimates, it would cost nearly 20 Jakhs,

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: On a point of information, Sir, when was
that estimate made ? I think, the estimate was for 14 lakhs,

BheNtionblet Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : This estimate, I think, is
also before the War, Sir. On a rough basis it was estimated that the bridges
will cost anything between 10 to 20 lakhs and under the present circumstances
the cost will be at least 50 per cent. more. There are 22 water ways excluding
Surma and Mahasing rivers which require to be bridged. Many of these bridges
will be sufficiently long and cannot be economically done with reinforced concrete
and girders will be required. It is Con'Sldcred that such materials in sufficient
quantity in two years will not be available. There is_little prospect that the
bridges will be completed before 1950-51.  The difficu]ties also now are that we
have to take up road programme GVCTYWhﬁf € thl’Oughout the whole Province and
we have very few men who can take up this work
present time to get girders and to push the work S0 q
have requested Government, but I should think that the
satisfied if the whole road can be bridged within 1950.5]
that we shall try to do all that we can do. That is all that

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The Hon’ble Mipi
whole thing. On this half the amount will be required,

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY -
estimate given by our experts, I am only stating whag ¢
I mean the Chief Engineer,

y must be very well
What I want to say is
I can say at present.

ster has confused the

I have only given the
he Engineers has said —
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Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : That would cost 80 per cent. less.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : If this amount will not be
required and if it is found that the cost will be less than 20 lakhs Government
will be very glad. We shall do what we can under the circumstances.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The Hon’ble Minister

* was pre-occupied with the rote supplied by the Public Works Department. From
‘every side of the House, a suggestion was made that the Hon’ble Minister should
feel no difficulty in bridging this road because the two big rivers—the Surma and
the Mahasing need not be bridged at the present time. Suggestions were made that

5 these two big bridges will take away 50 per cent. of the total estimate and
according to another 80 per cent. Let us take the méan, and put the expenditure
~on these two big bridges at 60 per cent. of the total estimate. Even Heaven shed
tears for the poor condition of Sunamganj, therefore, itis always full of water.

B Providence also came to the rescuc of Sunamganj. My hon. Friend, Mr. Ruther-
furd, brought the question of Sari bridge, which has no connection with the
Sunamganj road.  Therefore, we request Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy to
have pity upon the denizens of Sunamganj. He is in the border-line of Sunamganj
having his ancestral house at Shella, and, therefore, he should see that ata small
cost leaving the bridging of Mahasingh and Surma to a future date, the rest may
be taken up soon so that this one Subdivision which is still unconnected by road
service with headquarters be connected in his time.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That suggestion, Sir, will no
doubt be taken into consideration. That wasin my mind when I sz that
Government will do its best. ;

- Regarding Sari bridge, Sir, I am very glad that the hon. Member has
brought this to my notice. = We shall see that the inconvenience be removed and

the Sari bridge be completed as quickly as possible. I have got word from the

Department that they intend to finish it before the rains, that is,

monsoon sets in it possible, .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What does the hon. Member
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: On the assurance of Rev.

Roy, Minister of God, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my

before the

Propose to do.

J. J. M. Nichois-

Motion?

i The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, I am afraid, s i

4 are not permissible. I should like to ask the hon. Mem ersu;};rﬁﬁﬁgﬁtﬁ)ﬁz
senior Members in th's House, not to indulge in such remarkS_’ The Cha'y =

every right to seek co-operation from the hon. Members tq Maintain the di ‘IFt £

this House and its debates at a high level. Need I point out that wh - ;lgmhy 3

8 Members show courtesy to each other they only honour themselves O

Has the hon. Member the leave of the Hopse to withdraw his Motion
'The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I amn now putting the main question :

The question is: A

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 59 11,200 be grant
which will come in the course of paymm;t during t ; st defray the’ charees

he year endj he 3lst
March, 1947, for the administration of the head <50 — (i< mg‘ OR et
Tools and Plant and Establishment’,” o Works—Excluding

> The question was adopted,
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Announcement of the result of ele
Assam Railway and Tezp
Committees,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
clections held on the 23rd March,
Committees. The following hon.

[25TH MAR.

ction of Members to the Beugal and
ur-Balipara Railway Local Advisory

I have now to announce the results of

1946 to the various Railway Local Advisory
Members have been elected :—

(1) Bengal and Assam R

ailway—A. B. Zone—Babu Suresh Chandra Biswas
(2) Bengal and Assam Railway—E. B. Zone-—Mr.

Harendra Nath Sarma.
(3) Tezpur-Balipara Railway—. —Srijut Bijoy Chandca Bhagavati.
 Adjournment
1946'1‘11(: Assembly was then adjourned till 11-A. M., on Tuesday, the 26th March,

* Shillong : A. K. BARUA,
The 14th-May 1946. Sucretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.



